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In thıs book, Paul Kolbet studies OMC of the majJor aspects of
Augustine’s homıiletical practice: hıs never-ending CONCETN 18 provıde
guldance for the souls of the people who WCIC entrusted hıs o_
ral Cal priest and ater bıshop of 1ppo Paul Kolbet in thıs
book argucs that Augustine’s concept of pastora. Calt‘ W ds rooted in
the classıcal tradıtıon of CUNFAa anımarum in which sophısts presented
themselves AS physıcıans usıng psychagogı1c technıques eir medi-
CInes and instruments. Psychagogy in thıs study refers 8 “t0 oOse
philosophically artıculated tradıtions of herapy COMTNMON in Hellen-
istic hlıterature pertamıng how mature PCISON ea the less
mature perce1ve and internalıze wısdom for themselves” p 5)

The first part of the book SULVCYS the varıety of forms of PSYVY-
chagogy classıcal tradıtıon: ato and the sophıst Dıio Kolbet hıgh-
lıghts the TOOLS of rhetoric in sophıstry and pomnts the dependency
of both ato and Augustine thıs tradıtion. Paul Kolbet concludes
thıs OVerVIeW of the classıcal an rhetorical rOOTLS of Augustine s
reflection the CUVYdAd anımarum ıth description of the eilen1ıstic
refinements that changed the practice of psychagogy. Ihe book maınly
focuses the eilen1ıstiic exeges1s of Plato’s dialogues (second soph-
IStry and the rather etfaılle‘ adv1ises guldance of the soul 1C
CIMNETSC from the wriıtten works of Seneca. Despıite the rejection of
DOEILY pedagogı1c instrument by ato and other phılosophıcal
schools, Paul Kolbet correctly s1ignalızes the s1gnıfıcance of (ep1c)

In formatıon AS introductory exerclse into phılosophy.
The second and maın of the book 1s devoted LO the study of

Augustine’s revisıng and recontextualisatıon of the classıcal concept of
therapy. Kolbet takes the chronology of Augustine’s bıography
ead ıng ıth exploratıon of socı1al and intellectual influences
which m1g ave influenced Augustine in hıs choice for
Orator, Paul Kolbet delhberates the influence of the bıshop Ambrose

the ambıtious ugustine. Here agaın, the author STITESSES the
psychagogic function of SCITNON\NS in lıturgy They ‘brought hım into
PTOCECSS of gradual convers1ıon where the convıctions ormıing hıs lıfe
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decısıons al the tiıme WeTIC first brought mınd ıth clarıty and than
aWay ” p 706) It helped ugustine hıs resistance

the stylıstıc sımplıcıty of Scripture and revealed fo hım how LO CODC
ıth imperfect WOT 1C he discovers being image and not
realıty ıtself.

Ihe fourth chapter describes Augustine’s PIOCCSS of Chrıstian-
1zıng the classıcal concept of herapy Kolbet’s analysıs of ugustine’s
CONCcepL of Chrıstian phılosophy and the CUTE of the soul focuses
[WO aspects ; the soc1ı1al acceptable tradıtıon of otıum liıberale 1C
orme: the background of Augustine’s retreat al Cassıcı1acıum and
Augustine s COMNCETN ıth words ın elIr psychagogıc function. In
hat ollows Paul Kolbet extens1ıvely quotes from De heata Vifa, De
ordine, Contra academicos, Soliloquia and De MUSICA. close read-
ng offers the reader rich nsıght in discussions and pedagogıcal
sıtuations where ugustine cshows hıs genN1Us teacher and wriıter.

The subject of the extit chapter 1s Augustine’s catechumenate
and the ımmediately followıng post-baptısma. per10 It 15 tudıed in
the SaiIllc WadYy by close-readıng maınly Ambrose and Augustine’s De
anımae quantıtate, De genesi adversus Manicheos, De mag21stro, and
De Verd religione. It 1S in thıs perT10 that ugustine moved back
TICA and ounded hıs communıty in JThagaste Kolbet poımnts oOut that
Augustine’s COIICETIN 1s make clear that in h1s opınıon “the Church
in ıts lıturgy and Scripture taught the truth about the soul authorıta-
tıvely” p 108) Kolbet observes that Augustine’s questions in these
per10d remaıned argely the SaiIllec urıng the retreat al Cassıcı1acum.
New lıterary emerged the rule for hıs communıty and COIM-
mentarıes crıpture. Paul Kolbet concludes thıs chapter statıng that
fıve after hıs cConVvers1on, Augustine both permanently
abandoned hıs teachıng of secular hetoric and thoroughly revised the
VE tradıtions he sed teach Dy systematıcally integrating them into

partıcularly Chrıstian understandıng of the unıverse ” p 11 /)
Chapter fıve Inquıres for the 1IC  S cContexti for classıcal herapy

Kolbet consıdered that Augustine’s priesthood showed hım the lımıts
of hıs pPrev10us skaılls and ıt provıded hım ıth the impetus fo n_
textualıze the frunts of hıs retreat in Cassıcl1acum. In order ga
insıght in thıs PTOCC5SS, Paul Kolbet quotes extensively from the antı-
Manıchean De utiılıtate Credendı 1C ea LO the conclus1ıon that the
Manıchean spırıtual dırection °Talls short o therapeutic imperatıves
establıshed sInce classıcal antıquıty ” (p 128) second aspect of the
recontextualısatiıon of the herıtage of Cassıc1acum er hıs ordınatıon
1S Augustine’s controvers1ıies VOT the CUTEC of the soul ıth sto1c)
phılosophers, but also ıth elagıus. Augustine’s Confessiones, De
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CLivitate DeL and elagıus’ etters Demetrlias the obiectum Malte-
riale for thıs INqUIrTYy It ea the author the conclusıon that Ugus-
tine W as L1OTC ocused the embedding of humanıty in flawed (eccle-
s1al) communıitles SOUTCEC of weakness than ıth indıyvıdual SIN

Ihe ex{i chapter S1IX CONCEINS S1ZNS elıcıtıng love erme-
neutical ecrıteri1on comıng from crıpture iıtself. In order understand
and interpret the ®  ( human language and human guldance ATC NCC-

ugustıne provıdes hıs reader ıth hıs knowledge S1Z2NS and
hermeneutics In De doctrina Christianda, which 1S, together ıth De
catechizandts rudibus studiıed In thıs chapter. Paul Kolbet pomts Ouft
that Augustine 1n De doctrina Chrıstiana becomes increasıngly COIMN-

SCIOUS of the lımıts of human guıdance. The dıvine Word iıtself
whoever studıes crıpture. Its study eXxercCcIses the soul of the tudent
{O discover the quality of s1gnıficatiıon inherent In all materı1al 1Ings
Augustine LO be I1NOTC pragmatıc In the applıcatıon of erme-
neutical crıter1a De catechizandıs rudıbus. In thıs work Augustine
advıses teach In the format of narratıon and 1{8 Stay close the
crıptura texXtT, for love the prıde of ose who tend
reject the humble style of the

The last of the book CONCentTtrates Augustine’s homileti-
cal practice. In chapter Kolbet tudies the continuılty of Uugus-
tine’s preachıng ıth the classıcal rhetorical tradıtiıon In the analysıs
of several SETINONS from the fıctıve perspective of the Orator pule1us
who enJoyed sımılar popularıty the bıshop of 1ppo Kolbet states
that Augustine 1n hıs SCTINONS sed famıiılhı1ar materıal from the psych-
agOogI1C tradıtiıon, such the Christus medicus metaphor. SE and
other rhetorical devıices WCIC part of Augustine’s crıtical skalls that
nabled hım u11 and educate the Chrıstian ıdentity of hıs ock
Augustine’s preachıng W ds>s intende': involve his audıence In
reflective PTOCCSS, COTINMMNON eXercIıse In scriptural interpretation in
1C the Word human weaknesses. Once the illnesses aATic

cured; Augustine continues constructive guldance in order
strengthen and LO stimulate asSsCent of the soul of hıs audıence in his

The book closes ıth chapter herapy and socılety. Paul
Kolbet hıghlıghts that Augustine Orator and author partıcıpates
In the classıcal tradıtıon of formatıon of the soul by 1C4SOIl and 6106-
JUENCE., Kolbet states that the SCETINON\NS ave specılal psychagogic
function in extendıing the texti of crıpture and 18 eX the audiıence

follow ıts ead In the fınal conclusıon Paul Kolbet remımınds that
In the West platonıc ideas WeIcC en transmıtted In eIr Augustinıan
form ımılarly, Augustine revised the classıcal psychagogıc tradıtıon
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because he felt thıs tradıtıon lacked the 111Calls realıze ıts hıghest
ideals Augustine, hıs turn, helped hıs ock In 1ppo fınd
Chrıstian attıtude that ..  would enable them partıcıpate In CO  9)
socı1ety wıthout being defined Dy lt” P 208)

Ihıs book provıdes the reader ıth rich insıght In the classıcal
TOOLS of ugustine’s rhetorıical psychagogy Kolbet’s analysıs of the
relevance of atlo and sophısts for ugustine’s practice of GUule of the
soul ShoOows that Martha Nussbaum mı1ıssed opportunıity under-
STanı: the nature of the relatıonshıp between early Chrıstian eology
and classıcal 1e W CUTEe of the soul, when she dısmıiıssed the aton1ıc
ascent of the soul because ıt WOU 1MmM1 polıtical actıon and thıs-
worldly strıving.

Kolbets workıng definıtion of psychagogy P 8) however,
fo lımıt the Concept of CUTE of the soul uman guldance WEIC

Augustine extends hıs herapy to SYHNCIS Y between the dıvıne Word
and human preacher spiırıtual dırector. It 1S therefore m1ıssed
opportunıty that Kolbet dıd noTt explıcıtly re-evaluate hıs workıng
definıtion in hIıs conclusıon.

In part [WO of the book, Paul Kolbet quotes extensiıvely from
Augustine’s hıs offers the reader 1e W the many-facetted
rhetorical talent of ugustine Orator and aged bıshop.
Ihe pıcture that 1S emerging from hıs readıng of these eXTIs shows the
ıImportance of the metaphor of CUTEC and herapy for Augustine. It
CADOSCS also hıs capacıty transftorm the herıtage of classıcal ulture

Ihe wıde of prımary exts read Dy Paul Kolbet Shows
Augustine’s creatıvıty, but sımultaneously complıcates the analysıs
because of the dıfferences between the lıterary of the exXxXts sed
d objectum materıiale of thıs research project The SCII1L1ONS Kolbet
prom1ses LO focus in hıs book, aAaIic diıscussed wıthout extensive
reflection theır ral character and analyze In the Samınıec WaY ASs (the
maJorıty of) the dıscussed, such the Cassıcı1ıacum dıalogues.
IThe latter WCIC apparently es1gne: wrıtten exXts

Kolbet’s readıng of Augustine’s the TCASUTY of
ugustine’s hetoric Hıs extensive quotes sShow also the reader who
1s not famılıar ıth hıs OCUVIC the importance of the classıcal pPSYCH-
ag0og1Cc tradıtion for early Christian theologı1ans such Augustine.
0Ug thıs book contaıns almost hundred of endnotes ıth
references {O rich varlıety of prımary and secondary lıterature, a_
t1ons of the Latın text often imıted, 1C sometimes 1S tempta-
t1on for the ımpatıent and CUT10US scholarly reader.

Paul Kolbet Shows In thıs book that Augustine’s exXIs ave the
potential 18 inıtlate transformıng psychagogıc PIOCCSS, hıch O€6eSs
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nOoL negate the weaknesses of the human soul, but rather integrates
them In unıversal hermeneutics of love and charıty.

Martın LAES

Chnulho D’OnofrIıio, Vera Philosophia: Studies In Late Antıque, Early
Medieval an Renaıtssance Chrıstian Thought, Uutrıx 1, Englısh
text by Jo  SE Gavın, Brepols, Turnhout, 2008, ISBN 078-2-503-
52546-4, 406

The book 1s based collection of reworked and revised artı-
cles and studıes wriıtten Dy the author in the last LWENLY and
dealıng, he explaıns, ıth the Org1ns and constıitutive condıtions of
1stian philosophical-theological hought In ate Antıquity, early
ıddle Ages and the Renalssance (Postfatıo, 357) It 15 g00d
OVerVIeEW and analysıs of ese per10ds wıthout completely neglecting
the Hıgh 1ddle Ages either. However, thıs per10d 1S mentioned Just

passıng Had ıt had separate chapter that, the book WOU ave
een LNOTC unıtary The maın characters, whose VIEWS and works SCCIN

influence, accordıng 118 D’Onofrıio, later authors and
trends, AT (1cero and the authors also provıdıng the LWO suggestive
MOLLOS of the book Augustine (vera philosophia 15 the studium vel

sapıentiae Contra Tulianum IV 14:72) and John Scot Eriu-
SCHa (vera philosophia 15 Verd relig10 De praedestinatione L:
Other relevant authors especlally Boethıius, Anselm of Canterbury
and Nıicholas of (usa.

The first chapter of the book deals ıth hat D’Onofrio calls
“converted houg and from few ideas of C(icero and of the
Sto1cs, ater be eıther adopted criticızed by Augustine. It 1s the
MOst complex chapter offering not only the theoretical prem1ses of the
book, but also CONcrelte examples for ese theoretical prem1ses late
antıque philosophy. The rest of the book rehes thıs chapter and
often refers back {O ıt TIhus, ıle havıng vıirtue its maın topıc, ate
antıque phiılosophy 18 answWelr questions regardıng both ind1-
vidual appıness ethical OT and socıal ıfe and ıts laws. (MC-
ero’s VIEW, phılosophy 1s defined vıtae dux, respons1ıble for the
formatıon of uman eings, theır educatıon, theır capacıty of distin-
guıishing between good and evıl and also avıng consolatory COM-

ponent al the Samllec time. Moreover, phılosophy 1S described noTLt only
dSs formatıve dıscıplıne for human beings, but also mediatıng
humans’ relatıonshıp ıth the dıvine ıt 15 sCLientia divinarum


