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In thıs that Book of the Confessions demonstrates
Augustine’s valuatıon of the 1beral arts accordıng fo the register of ..  use
The classıcal doctrina In 1C Augustine W as SCHNOOle: 15 understood In the
Confessions be mar Dy prıde (doctrina superbiae) and s1gnıfied Dy the
veıls that cloak the entrances of the academıles; thıs doctrina use  27 15 self-
aggrandızement. By C  9 Augustine fınds the teachıng of umuilıty S12N1-
f1ed the humuilıty of chıld; the doctrina humilıitatis 1N! ıts ..  use  27 the
pralse of God in recounting hıs OW childhood, Augustine

present himself amılıar wıth the classıcal tradıtion and cultural SAVOLF
faire. arguc, however, that when consıdered under the auspices of ..  use  27
Augustine’s quotations of ırgıl, references to (icero and ato, and allu-
S10NS 118 lerence and Seneca do 18(0)1 entaıl he hımself PICY doctrina
superbiae, but rather thıs dısplay of famılıarıty wıth the classıcal
underscores argument that Augustine values the 1beral arts accordıng (8)
theır ..  use Augustine takes umbrage wıth classıcal learnıng PCI S  $ but
models approprlate ..  use  27 wıth intrıcate Latın rhetorıical flourıshes 1ıle
weavıng the STOTY of hıs ıfe into Vıirgıil’s Aenelid. In modelıng approprlate
..  use  27 of the 1beral aTrts Augustine demonstrates how they Can be sed
“ eXqulsıte and prec10us vessels” intended for the pralse of God OI, COIMN-

versely, Can be fılled wıth the .  wıne of erITOr.

TIhe reader of CO!  TarYy autobiographies 1S eft rather PCI-
plexed readıng o0k One of the Confessions. There 1S mention of
Augustine’s childhood home:; instead he immediıately launches
into aCCoOount of hıs time al school Indeed, hıs schoolıng 15 the
domiıinant mol of the fırst book of the Confessions. 'Thıs i1cle l
demonstrate that in recallıng hıs early educatıon, ugustine delineates
[WO antıthetical AaCCOUNLTS of doctrina, each ıth ıts OW guldıng pPr1InN-
cıples, S1ZNS and goals Ihe classıcal doctrina 1C Augustine W as
reared 1S marked by prıde (superbia), and ıts goal 15 worldly SUCCECSS
hI1ıs doctrina, 111 ’ 1S sıgnıfıed by the veıls that CI0a the
entrances of the academıes. ugustine contrasts thıs doctrina ıth the
eachıng of umıilıty (doctrina humilitatis); ıts goal 1S rest (GG0od and

draft of thıs artıcle
would lıke thank Prof. Lewis Ayres for hıs helpful COMMENIXIS earher
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15 sıgniıfıed by the umıilıty of child The Confessions do a(011 UuUse
these terms of bınary opposıtıon (doctrina humuilıtatis and doctrina
superbiae). Nevertheless, men 15 that such termınology 1S
helpful heurıstic devıce elucıdate ugustine’s aCcCcount of educatıon.
Further, the terms dIC textually tethered in the that educatıon,
priıde and umilıty aTiec domiıinant motıifs of the Confessions. hıs artıcle
ll proceed in [WO Hırst, 111 exXpand these [WO antıthetical

of doctrina runnıng through o0k One of the Confessions;
and second, ıll CcCons1ıder how ugustine understands classıcal learn-
ing 18 function posıtıvely In the doctrina humilitatis.“

buıldıng exısting scholarshıp of ugustine’s relatıon
the 1beral arts and applyıng thıs scholarshıp 118 interpretation of
ook One of the Confessions. =  at the Contiras between superbia and
humuilitas 1S domiınant motıif the Confessions 1S ell establıshed In
authorıtative COommMmentarıes such d James Donnell three-volume
commentary,” Pıerre Courcelle magısterl1al Recherches SUr les Con-
feSSLIONS de Saıint Augustin,“ and A1ıme Solıgnac’s introduction the
Confessions in the Biblioteque Augustinienne.  ö 1S 181011 for

revısıt theır analyses of the domınance of the themes of prıde and
humıilıty In the Confessions. Sıimilarly, relyıng especılally the
scholarshıp of Henrı1i-Irenee Marrou,® Olıvier du Roy and, LLOIC

recently, Mark Vessey and arla Pollmann edıted book of conference
papers® for understandıng ugustine’s valuatıon of the 1ıberal arts.?

S5uperbia 18 dominant motif 1ın the Confessions, it 1S INan of Augustine’swrıtings. Maurıce JTestard has offered detaıjled extual analysıs of the Confessions
terms of superbia: e "superbia’ dans les Confessions de saınt Augustin, ” ın

Homo Spiritalis, ed Cornelhus Mayer (Würzburg: Augustinus, @
search iın the Library of Latın Texts reveals USsSes of the te superbus and ıts
ex1ical Tamılıes; thıs 1S contrasted ıth the uUSCcs of Varlous lex1ical OrTMS of UmML-
ILs and humuilitas.

James UO’Donnell, Augustine: Confessions, vols (Oxford: Clarendon,
Pierre Courcelle, echerches SUr les Confessions de Saıint Augustin (Parıs de

Boccard,
Alime Solıgnac, Biıbliotheque Augustinienne: (Euvres de saınt Augustin, vol

Les Confessions:“ (Parıs Desclee de Brouwer,
Henr1-Irenee Marrou, Saint Augustin eft Ia fin de la cCulture antıque (Parıs De

Boccard,
Olivi;:r Du KROY, L’intelligence de la foi la rinıte selon saınt Augustin (ParısInstitut d’Etudes Augustiniennes,
arla Pollmann and Mark Vessey, ed Augustine and the disciplines: from (:

SICLACUM Confessions Oxford Oxford University Press,
Wolfgang Hübner, “ Disciplina, ” AugLex (Basel/Stuttgart: Schwabe, 806-);

Cornehus Mayer, “Doctrina, ” AugLex; Maxımıilıan Fuss] and Davıd Pıngree, “IYis-
cıplinae lıberales, ” AugLex all provıde OVerVvVI1Iew and foundation for the AargUu-
ment buıldıng.
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What proposing ..  NEeEW  27 readıng, then, 15 that in the Contras
between superbia and humuilıtas in ook One of the Confessions
AdIiCcC presented ıth [WO contrastıng ACCOUNLTLS of educatıon. By lookıng
at the WaYy In 1C Augustine ınks prıde and umıilıty ıth doctrina
(and l that ugustine’s UsScC of the term “Sig]']s” SIENA)
rants prec1ısely such lınkage), Can shed 19{  S 1g hıs aCCount
of the ..  use  27 of the 1ıberal arts Thus, conclusıons regardıng UgUuS-
tine’s valuatıon of the ıberal arts accordıng the regıister of ..  use  27 do
noTt dıffer from oOse of sabxelile Bochet and Pıerre-Marıe Hombert!©
and other standard aCCOUNTS, but rather lend extual Support from
Confessions One LO theır arguments that praise (laus) and confession
(ConfessLio aATrc the appropriate ..  use  27 of the 1ıberal arts

The Humllity ofal

oughout the first book of the Confessions ere IS sustaıned
bınary opposıtıon between priıde and humilıty that iıllumınates the dis-
COUTSC educatıon. Thıs sef the for ugustine’s OW

Journey the purgatıon of pride, MC o€es 18(011 fınd ıts denouement
untıl ook Nıne. constructing the foundatıon for hıs AaCCOUNT of edu-
catıon, ugustine counsels umıilıty dS SIne GUA AONnN for educatıon.
Pride hampers the efforts of educatıon. hıs explaıns the emphasıs that

11l SCC infancy in ook One Ihe openıing lines of the Confes-
SLONS inıtlate CONTTra: between God and the proud; these Iınes OPCH
ıth encomıum 18 God, whose greainess IS contrasted ıth the fee-

5171bleness of humanıty: ”O aAIc greal, ord and hıghly be praised
The greatness of God 1s seft in opposıtıon the smallness of the uman
PCISON. Iwiıce in the 1IrSsS paragrap ugustine repealts the phrase ..
plece of YOUT creatiıon ” ortio Crealurae fude): ‘Man, lıttle plece of
yOUr creation desıires praise you  3812 The mortalıty and SIN of the
human PCTSON ar the I1Cason why (God resists the prou (superbis).*

Isabelle Bochet, “Iß Juste usage’ de la culture, . Bibliotheque Augustinienne
k4 (1997); 528-546: Piıerre-Marıe Hombert, Gloria (G'’Jratiae, Se glorifier en Dieu,
principe el fin de Ia theologie augustinıenne de la gräce (Parıs Instıtut d’Etudes
Augustiniennes,

11 Conf. L& 24:8) Aurehus Augustine, Confessions, Tans. Henry had-
wıick (Oxford: Oxford Universıty Press, thıs artıcle ll Chadwaıck’s
translatıon of the Confessions, and for the Latın text rely COorpus Christianorum,
Series Latina, (Turnholti Typographı Brepols Edıtores Pontificn,

Conf. 1: 1 Z
Conf. 114 ZEU
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‘ Nevertheless, 18 praıse YOU 15 the desıre of man  29 14 Ihe PTrOU: dısdaın
the reated order of affection, which 15 the praıse of (God (fu excıtas Ul
laudare delectet), and fınd rest (requies) because theır alm 1S self-
pralse rather than the praise of God.> Ihus, eady in the openıing
paragraph ugustine has set the leitmotif of the first book Dy SUS-
gesting nteras between the proud, typıfıed Dy theır mortalıty and
SIN, and God, who resists them umuilıty, 11l dıscover, 1s the ICY-
ulsıte dısposıtıion to recelve educatıon.

Augustine praySs, “Grant IM Lord, {O know and understand ” (Da
mihi, domine, SCLre el intellegere).'® owıng and understandıng 15 placed
ıthın the mindset of humble callıng and praısıng of 1C
ugustine reiterates later ‚0) PICSUDDOSCS al The currıculum that
Augustine wıll mold for hıs doctrina, the knowıng and understandıng, ”
necessıtates the groundwork of the humuilıtas of 1e€ the incarnatıon.
Thus, al the Outset of the Confessions, before Q1ving hıs aCCount of educa-
tıon, ugustine lınks “knowıing and understandıng ” ıth the humıilıty of
faıth and praycr and, ultımately, the of the incarnatıon:

In seekıng hım they fınd hım, and in findıng they ll praiıse hım
Lord, WOU seek VOU, callıng upon yOou and callıng upDON yYOoUu 15

act of belıeving in you You ave een preache: us. My al
Lord, ca upon you It 18 YOUTr gıft You TE athNe: it into Dy
the humanıty of yOUr Son.!
James onnell explaıns that in thıs openıng paragrap of the

Confessions there 15 progression from preachıng (praedicare)
belıeving (credere) and ending callıng uUuDON (InuoCare) God Thıs
schema 1S Iırrored by another en seekıng (requirere and
quaerere) 1N!' ıts fulfillment in findıng (Inuenire) and pralsıng
(laudare).*® the first paragraphs of the Confessions, Augustine has
prepared the foundatıon for exposıtıon of the doctrina humuilitatıs.

Conf. Kı  E Z The te “nevertheless” (et t{amen) 15 lıterary
devise that Augustine frequently employs. O’Donnell points Out that ıt CR 59
times In the Confessions and times the first book alone, CAPICSS realıty in
the m1dst of contradıction and paradox. James O’Donnell, Augustine:
Confessions, vol (Oxford: Clarendon,

ur he.  Z 15 restless untıl it TeESTSsS 22  you 15 NnOtLt only the MOST ell known
lıne of the Confessions, but 1S also recurmng motif. Already ın the first book Augus-
tine asks, ‘““Who al enable fiınd est in you? ” Conf. K53 2713) We
discover that the Inquietum of the human he.  Z 15 only resolved by humble submıi1ıs-
S10N the ordo of God George Lawless, “ Interi0r Peace the ‘Confess1ons, ”
Revue des Etudes Augustiniennes (1980),

Conf. 541 ©2F)
Conf. .11 241
O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary,
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The desıire know and understand 15 fulfılled gıft the doctrina that
ugustine 11l develop 15 search predicated the humilıtas ofal
that 1N! 1fs VEQULES PTAaISC

Augustıne admıts that owledge of h1ıs nfancy 15 Aase‘:
for it 15 per10d h1s ıfe of which he has For

do not remember (non enim CO meminl) 19 The cdialectic of
and irust I1IUNSs parallel LO that of learnıng and faıth the fraılty of INECIN-

OT Y necessıitates irust 20 IThe perenn1al Augustinian eme ofal tak-
NS the place of owledge 15 artıculated UN1QUC WaYy Uugus-
iıine infancy narralıve ugustine has recollection that baby
he smiled hıs sieep, but he beheves il from hat he 15 told and
acknowledges that OUT CÄPCT1ICENC: indıicates that thıs 15 hat infants
do Thıs epistemological triad of9 tirust and CÄPDCI1ENC 15
reıterated the ex{i paragrap. where Augustine claıms 1ENOTANCC
the I1 of the soul “ Was anywhere anı y SO of person”? ave

ONC able (8 tell that neıther father 11OT mother DOT the
3arCAÄDCT1ICNC of others NOT OW

Augustine reflection hıs infancy underscores the humuilitas
of faıth and irust that AIiIC preamDbles NECCCSSAL Y proceed LO the know-

SCLrFE) and understandıng (intellegere) of doctrina wıth 1C he
inılıate hıs diıscussıon ugustine PTAalSCS (laudem) (God for hıs begın-

that he hımself o€es nOoTt remember quae NO  - meminl) but must
rather take the CAÄPCT1ICNC: of others and the testimonY of weak

P But ugustine also bemoans the SIM of hıs ancy, hıch
despite not rememberıng il from hIs OW you he Can WI1IINESS
UNY chıld 24 And for thır. iime he repeats the epıstemologıca.
triad that necessIitates humuilıtas ** his per10 of lıfe ord do
not remember havıng 1Vve: but ave belıeved hat others ave told

Conf. B
It has been pomted Out bDy Pierre Courcelle that eitmotif of Augustine Marl ia-

Uve that he does noTt remember hıs infancy “ Augustin prend S() de soulıgner qu’’ıl
rappelle 190 VIC anterieure NUl SUT terre 11 VIC dans le SCIMN de LIICIC

le laılt qu’’ıl but OUVECAU-NJNK {11 SCS PTICIIMEIS SOUTITES SCS PICIMICIS pleurs Sur {[OUS
CS PO1INIS 11 est reduıt reconstituer VIC contrölant les rTacontars
des temoılıns de SOM enfance observatıon directe des bebes Pıerre Courcelle
Recherches SUr les Confessions de Saıint Augustın (Parıs De Boccard, ED

21 Conf. 4) hoc Nım de mihtr indicatum est el redidi
Conf. (B I
Conf. 5 auctoritatibus am muliercularum multa de

Credere Ihe dimınutive mulıercula underscore the humuıilıtas requ131te
aCCept the dıvıne doctrina

qULS CommemoOrat? quilibet tantıllus ANAUNC paruulus QUO uldeo quod
NO  - Memuinl de Conf. 11
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25and ave assumed how behaved irom observing other infants
Ihus, Dr10Tr {O S1VInNg explıcıt aCCount of educatıon Augustine has,
in the nfancy narratıve, aı1d the NCCCSSaAL Y groundwork Doctrina

by WaYy of MCMOTY, belhlief and eXperienCce, which Augustine
acknowledges requıres much al (multum fida):*

The Confessions AIC often noted for theır rather austere outlook
bables and criıticızed for theır menacıng descr1ptions of infants’

contorted ll and depravıty. Can forget ugustine’s description
of baby ale ıth jealousy and bıtterness” glarıng al hıs brother
who 1s sharıng hıs mother’s milk??/ onnell remarks,

For [Augustine infant 15 SMa al  u lackıng Varlous POWCIS but
experliencing the WOT. Just WOUuU He speak OT
make hıs indignatio efficac10us, but he 1S capable of all the emotions
and the velleıties that arıse from them Such 16 W of the infant 15
eminently compatıble wıth doctrine of infant baptısm, but 15 phılo-
sophıcally problematic.“®
Certamly Augustine’s theology of or1g1nal SIN and baptısm

AaDDCAIS the first book of the Confessions.  29 However, ıf consıder
hıs description of ıinfant in the context of doctrina, dıfferent
emphasıs 18 the fore. Hıs portraya. of infant ASs ‘“ almost
Epicurean,  2”30 who ‘“knew nothıng IHNOTIE than how suck and be
quietened by bodıly delights;”””" 1S intended, WOU9 18 ıghlıght

Conf. 1 FA Z1:7)
Conf. 1E (@ ZED
Conf. EC 21:06)
O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary,
Augustine’s doctrine of orıgınal SIN evolves substantıally TOmM hıs presentatıon

397 Athanase Ddage has traced the development of Augustine’s understandıng of
or1ıgıinal SIN three stages. First, hıs early work till the Confessions, then In the
works datıng TOmM 397-411, especlally the commentarıes Genes!1s, and finally,
Augustine’s wriıtings agaınst the Pelagıans later lıfe Although vVeC) helpful U:  V,
Sage’s work does nNnOoTt interact wıth the Confessions much detaıl eXcept noftfe that
Augustine’s descr1iption of infant behavıor represents “la. manıfestation d’un peche
p}' oprement dlt 9 Athanase Dage, ‘ Peche or1ginel: Na1issance d’un dogme, ” Revue des
Etudes Augustiniennes (1967), DDA: R1ıgbDy, Original Sın In Augustine s ‘C oOoNn-
feSSLONS’ (Ottawa Universıity of ttawa Press, superb artıcle by Margaret
Miıles consıders Augustine’s infancy narratıve foreshadowing later CONCUPISCENCE;
the grasping avarıce that 15 satıstıed and the desire for control expressed through
SCAÄ, 19}  9 and pOosSsess10ns. Augustine’s anxıety and Inquietum CannoOo' be resolved
whıiıle he 1S possessed by dısordered desires; only the Ordo of God does he fınd
“rest_”” Margaret Miles, “ Infancy, Parenting, and Nourishment Augustine’s CoOon-
fessions,” The Journal of the Amerıcan Academ,y of Religion (1982), 349-364

O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary,
31 Conf. 167 27.4)
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less the degenerate naltlure of the chıld than the NCCCSSaAL Y role of pald-
214 Augustine 15 less eNolden certaın theologıca. agenda regard-
ıng or1gmal SIN than he 15 consc1ously tryıng LO sıtuate hIis aCCount of
infancy wıthın domiıinant atın phılosophıcal themes of development
and maturatıon. The Iinfancy narratıve eg1ns 1ıth statıng that he 0€Ss
..  not know whence Cal 18 be In thıs mortal ıfe OL, mMaYy call ıt,
thıs 1ving death.’’>2 ome COMMENLALOTS SC ere arely veiled refer-
SCI1CE Lucretius, On the Nature of I’hings, 3 869 ‘“ mortalem ultam
MOTrs$ CUM iımmortalis ademıit.” Sımilarly, In hıs description of infant
behavıor ugustine ollows C1icero, who had tried 18 understan: human
nature Dy analyzıng infant (De finibus 31553) Lastly, ugustine notes
the endency of infants LO strıke theır parents and caretakers in
attempt “t0 do much InJurYy A4S possible.  29233 IThıs 15 perhaps allu-
S10N Seneca’s De Constantıa sapıentis F2, In IC the Sto1c ph1-
losopher also notes that babıes 11l hıt theır mother In The PCD-
perıng of hıs infancy narratıve 1ıth references and allusıons the
classıcal 1s keeping ıth ugustine’s understandıng of the
..  use  27 of the 1ıberal arts doctrina, which 111 15 theme that
IUNS through ook One of the Confessions. Ihe emphasıs thus hes 191811

the hıld’s depravıty, but hIs mmaturıty The infant 15 content
ıth ‘ bodıly elıghts” because he 1s yel UuNaWare of the ..  gılts YOUu
bestow both ınwardly In the and outwardly In body:” The
Sal awaıIıts educatıon; hıs mınd 1s ASs yel unformed

Up thıs pomt ave SCCH the humıilıty of al that UgUuS-
tine understands to be for educatıon; the acceptance In trust,
AS g1ilt, of hat IS taught 15 PTODCI infants. hıs 15 nOoTL yel
aCCoOount of doctrina PCI S! but 1s foundatıona preamble hereto
the ext section of the first half of thıs SGC the mMovemen
fIrom infancy boyhood that 1Ss marked Dy the abılıty 18 uUuse and inter-
pret S1g2NsS. It 1s only In the abılıty apply S12NS that ugustine begıns
18 speak of doctrina.

Siena A Doctrina

Ihe STreEsSs ımmaturıty and subsequent 9TOW in doctrina 1Ss
iıllustrated by recounting the infant’s desıre o cCommuUnıcate hrough
“SIONS , “SO TEW lımbs ou an uttered sounds, S1Z2NS

Conf. 1.6.7 27.4)
33 Conf. B 27.0)

Conf. 16 27.4)
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resembling wiıshes, the SMa number of S1Z2NS of 1C W as

capable but such S1ZNS lay In fo uUsSscC for there W as
real resemblance.  35 L1gna AT inextricably interwoven ıth Uugus-
tine’s aCCount of doctrina. The term Infans refers 18 PCISON who
Canno yet speak and by extension Canno yel remember. It 15 peculıar
LO infantes that theır sieNa AT ineffective. Not only o€es infant
ave only VEILY few S1gNS, but those few S1ZNS also faıl
communıicate: 6 Or there W as real resemblance.  2736 For thıs 1Ca-
SO  —_ Augustine o€eSs 181011 spea. of doctrina In reference infants. Ihe
PIOCCSS of maturatıon In doctrina 1S growth In the owledge of
S1ZNS, and Augustine l wrıte that al the ‘“ Jast of infant
speechlessness W as searchıng Outft S12NS DYy which made
oughts known 118 others.  »37

When ugustine “emerged from infancy 18 boyhood” he W d
..  NO longer baby incapable of speech but already DOoYy ıth
fo ta  — {hıs remember.  29738 The between and speech 15
reıterated: ıt 1s the abılıty to speak that marks the entrance into DOy-
ho0od, and aASs lack of Wäas PTODCI infants, 15
wıthın the PUrV1eW of boyhood. Augustine TEeCOUNTS the learmıng PIO-
COess Dyche matured the owledge of S12Ns. oug he had

‘“ formal eachıng  99 (ordine doctrinae) ıIn the atlın Janguage, he
““gradually gathered the meanıng of words  „39: “I earne! to artıculate

wıshes by traınıng mouth o uUsec these S12NsS. thıs WaYy COIMNN-
munıcated the S1Z2NS of wıshes {O OSse around me  2740 The inıtıal
presentatıon of hıs ineffective attempts infant LO communıcate hıs
wıshes Dy S1Z2NS 15 Juxtaposed Dy the WaYy he descr1ibes hıs successtful
altempts boy both, Augustine describes hımself d mak-
ng sounds and body MoOovement!: bend the 11l of Oose entrusted
ıth hIıs care.+ the fırst Case he remaıned frustrated; unable
1cıpate human socılety he W das left 18 WECPD frustration Dy hımself

he W das nNOotLt yet ready for doctrina. As DOoy, however, he W dsSs able

Conf. 1.6 27.4) ıtaque Lactabam membra ef O  P sL1eNa sımiıilıa
uoluntatihus melS, au  a qUAaAE poteram, qualia poteram NO  > nım eran.e sSımuılıa.

Conf. 1.6.8 27.4) HO:  > nım eran) UHere sımılıa.
Conf. 1L6.10 Z5)
Conf. 1813 Z
Conf. 1.8.13 ZEW
Conf. 18 413e ZET) crebro audıta Uarum siena essent paulatim

conlıgebam MEASGUE 1LAM uoluntates edomito INn e1Ls SLENLS OYTE€e DEr haec enuntiabam.
SIC CUM hiLs Inter qUOS Tam uoluntatum enuntiandarum SINa COMMUNILCAUL.

Lactabam membra el Ol  n Conf. 1.6.8 C27.4) C gemitibus el HWOCLDUS
UAFILS el UAFILS membrorum motibus; Conf. ER A 2EA)
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communtıcate by S1Z2NS and ‘“ entered LNOTC deeply into the
soclety of uman ıfe 5942 ugustine sECcSs the prec1se term doctrina only

reference fo hıs boyhood educatıon. verythıng else thıs poin
W as propedeutic. It 1s in boyhood that OIlC Cal Uusec S1Z2NS and, therefore,
begıin educatıon.

We NO SCC INOTC clearly the relatıon of sieNa to doctrina. Mat-
uratıon in paldeia 15 marked by the abılıty effectively UuUsec and inter-
pret SIENA. At thıs pomt in the Confessions, ugustine cContrasts the
SIieENa employed classıcal doctrina, which 1S characterized by er
bla, ıth the doctrina of Chrıst, 1 15 dıstinguished by humuilıtas.
Our first pomt of reference 15 ugustine recallıng the rıte whereby he
W as sıgned ıth the when Car ea from IlIness

When Was Sal boy, had heard about eternal ıfe promised us

through the humilıty of OUT Lord (G0d (humilitatem domuinı del), COIIN-

ing down OUT prıde (ad superbiam nostram), and Was already
sıgned wıth the sıgn of the (signabar 1AM SIENO CFUCLS) and
seasoned wıth salt from the time CaImInec from mother’s womb.“

The sıgnum CFUCLS attests the humıilıty Dy which hrıst StOOPS
CONYUCI uman pride.““* It also further underscore the COIMN-

between the doctrina superbiae and the doctrina humillıtatıis, each
45known Dy theır OW SLENA.

The ex{i instance of SLENA OCCUTS In Augustine’s diıscussıon of
the doctrina he rece1ved hıterature. ehınd the curtaıns that hung in
front of the academy, grealt prıde W ds lurking.“° ece: eCse “ Heils”
angıng front of the doors of the chools of lıterature “do 19{011 s1gnıfy

Conf. 1.8.13 27.8)
4 Conf. Z9)

Chapter of Piıerre-Marıe Hombert’s Gloria Gratiae 1S study the paradox
of Chrıst’s glory through the humuilıty of the incarnatıon iın Augustine’s thought
Sımilarly, SCC Van Bavel, ‘“1L’Humanıte du hrıst lac paruulorum el
OomMmme U1a dans la spırıtualıte de saınt Augustıin, ” Augustiniana (1957/);
Also, Brıan Daley, “A Humble Mediator: the Dıstinctive Elements in St Augus-
tine’s Chrıistology, ” ord and Spirit (1987/) The latterY 1S excellent

of Augustine’s Chrıistology humble descent. Lastly, SO amıle-
SON, Augustine’s Confessiones: The Structure of Humuilıty, ” Augustiniana (1974),
k The overarchıng theme of “ humilıtas” Augustine’s thought 15 well art1cUu-
lated by Cornelhus Mayer, ‘ Humıihatıo, humuilıtas, ” AugLex.

Maurıice Testard remarks, “On notera outre 17 du rheteur, quı n est pomt
gratulte, ma1ls quı faıt valoır, VECC 1’allance de MOS ‘descendentis ad superbiam)’, le
paradoxe deconcertant de 1L’humilıte du Dieu incarne quı s’abalsse la rencontre de
l’orgueil humaın. ” Testard, ° Le ‘superbia’ dans les Confess1ons, ” 141

Ihe * veıls” WEIC probably intended door entrances that WEeIC guarded by
usher who would CMNSUTEC that only those WECIC admıtted who had pald theır ees
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(stgenificant) the prestige of elıte teaching much as the coveriıng
of eITOT.  »47 ugustine’s aCCounti, the veıls (uela) AIiICcC the SIENA of the
priıde that classıcal educatıon fosters. stark cContras marks the OC
riIna of hrıst Augustine ecalls the Gospel 1C the hıldren

brought Jesus. hrıst welcomes them and blesses them Ugus-
tine wrıtes, . YOU, OUT kıng, ave taken the SMa physıca. S1I7e of
child as [Sıgn] of umıilıty (humuilitatis EFSO sienum)  2748 The
who 1S usually the subject of educatıon, ere functions the sıenum
of the doctrina humulıitatıs. And S the of Jesus callıng the chiıl-
Tren tO hımself A mırror aCCount of hat Occurred 118 UgUuS-
tine boy rece1ving the sıgn of the (sıenum CFUCLS) “ the
humıilıty of OUT ord God, comıng OoOWnN fo OUT pride.  2249 The [WO doc-
frinae, that of prıde and that of humuilıty, identified Dy theır ICSPCC-
tive SINa of the eıl and the child Christ ca the latter hımself and
indeed Camnle ıth humilıty Augustine ASs ıth the siıenuUum
CFUCLS CONYUCI prıde (superbiam nostram).

TIhe doctrina humuilitatis has pedagogıcal method that COITC-

sponds that of the doctrina superbiae. Augustine TeCOUNTS hıs fear
of eing caned al school for not learnıng hıs essons, SInCce ASs boy
he preferre: playıng Naı studyıng. ce Augustine had ..  NO love
for readıng [07168) and hated being forced to study them  9350: “I learned
nothing unless cCompelled.”* ese dıscıplinary experlences
schoolboy make for hıterary devıse concerning the doctrina of Chriıst,
1C 1kewIise o€es noTt COTMNC easıly. Ihe human 111 1S recalcıtrant
and tubborn and prefers the ludendi.”°?* Augustine wrıtes, “By
yOUTF laws Aide dıscıplined, from the of schoolmasters 18 the
ordeals of mMartyrs. Y our laws ave the LO temper bıtter experI1-

In constructive Wway  2953 Thus, Augustine 8{011 {O be
crushed under the Lord’s dıscıplıne (discıplina {UG), but that the dıs-
cıplıne gıiven Dy (G0d (fu discıplinam dabas miht) MaYy rather be turned
fo good use The disciplina of Augustine’s classıcal educatıon PTIO-
vides lıterary analogue to the doctrina of hrıst and h1s discıplina.

Conf.
Conf. humulitatis EFSO sienum In SIAlura pueritiae, YexXx

noster, probasti, CUM alstl, 'talıum est FVESHUM caelorum). Conf.
Conf. 249)
Conf.

51 Conf.
The phrase delectabat Iudere CCUFTS in Conf. 27.9) and UmMoOor

udendl In Conf. Z} and Conf. C
Conf.
Conf.
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The OSILIVe “Use 29 of the Liberal rts

ook One of the Confessions presents ıth puzzle. Augus-
tine CAÄDICSSCS hıs dısdaıin for classıcal educatıon. The doctrina LDET -
14€e 1Ss marked Dy the sıenNUum of veıls that hıde iıts CITOT, and the goal
of classıcal educatıon 15 worldly SUCCECSS and human pralse. Strangely,
thıs wıthering criıtique 1S interjected ıth quotations from Vırgıil’s
Aeneid and fılled ıth obliıque references (1cero’s oratıons, dıa-
logues of ato, the playwrıght Jerenee, and Seneca’s phılosophy.
What do make of hat rather blatant inconsistency? 1S
as ıf In hıs VE denuncı1atıon of classıcal educatıon, Augustine 18

represent hımself pOossessing Savoir faire In the ıterary tradıtion,
genumne eIr of classıcal doctrina, INan of the eloquence

and learning.””
Augustine’s crıtique of classıcal educatıon In 39 / 1S nNOoT dırected

al the study of the 1ıberal arts PCT S however, but al eIr ıll USe
When such educatıon 15 sought er for self-praise in the Servıice of
superbia, OIIC 1S ..  wep along by vanities.  22756 Laudare and INUOCAFE,

the er hand, aATC the PTrOPCI telos of doctrina. Thıs princıple 1S
emDbodie In Augustine’s PIayClI, 1ra yOUI Servıice whatever INnaYy
be of uUse In hat learnt in boyhood May edıcate LO VOU

spea. and wriıte and read and count.  »”5/ The dıfficulty ıth classıcal
education hes; for ugustıine, In the fact that the prevaılıng ratLio for
thıs doctrina IS worldly SUCCECSS ugustine Was sent school 18 learn
18 speak eloquently, that he m1g flourısh in the WOT. (saecCulo flor
erem), rece1ving human honors and gullefu wealth >® Neve  eless,
the 1beral arts taught in the doctrina superbiae dICc treasures that Canl
be ell sed ° HOr ater W ds able make good UuUsc of etters, hat-
GCVGT m1g be the intention of guardıans In wantıng LO
learn them  ””59 Augustine wriıtes,

An 33 . /0 ULr eloquentissimus doctissımus.
Conf.
Conf.
Conf. 1.9.14 247:8) honorem homiınum el falsas diuitias famulantibus.

Augustine’s father, Patrıclus, proved be especlally devoted Augustine’s educa-
t1on and exceedingly ıth hıs TESOUTCES thereto. However, hI1s SUppOTT for
hIs SON’Ss education W as misplaced: “At that time everybody W as full of pralise for
father because he OM hıs SO  — beyond the of h1Is estate, when that
WAas NECCESSATY finance educatıon entallıng long Journey. Many cıtizens of far
greater wealth dıd nothiıng of the for theır chıildren. But thıs SaJiIllc father dıd nNnOot
Cal‘ hat character before yOoUu W as developıng, how chaste W as long
possessed cultured tongue. ” Conp 135

Conf. 2199
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They SaVC consıderation to the uUuse that m1g make of the things
they forced to learn. The objectıve they had VIEW W as merely

satısfy the appetite for wealth and for glory, though the appetite 1S
insatıable, the WEe. 15 in re.  1 destitution of spırıt, and the glory
somethıng be shamed of. But yYOoUu sed the HUOIE of al] whı
pressed learn to {u:  3 Ouft advantage198  GERALD P. BOERSMA  They gave no consideration to the use that I might make of the things  they forced me to learn. The objective they had in view was merely  to satisfy the appetite for wealth and for glory, though the appetite is  insatiable, the wealth is in reality destitution of spirit, and the glory  something to be ashamed of. But you  . used the error of all who  pressed me to learn to turn out to my advantage .... So by making use  of those who were failing to do anything morally right you did good  to me.®  Augustine’s presentation in Book One of the Confessions  regarding the value of the /iberales disciplinae is a literary expression  of themes that he articulates with theological clarity in other concur-  rent works such as De doctrina Christiana, where he gives his well-  known justification for “plundering the Egyptians” to describe the  Christian use of classical learning.°! Despite the polemical rhetoric  against the classical disciplinae in much of the Confessions, O’Donnell  is correct when he writes, “[T]here is no reason to think that these  ideas about the liberal disciplines were in any essential way incompat-  ible with the practice and belief of Christianity in [Augustine’s]  time. ”® A close reading of Augustine’s critique of the liberal arts in  the first book of the Confessions affirms this judgment. Despite his  demurral, Augustine continued to hold the liberales disciplinae in high  repute and accorded them great value. My argument for Augustine’s  valuation of the liberal arts in Book One fits in with the broader con-  sensus in scholarship that Augustine judges the arts according to the  register of “use.”” Pierre-Marie Hombert’s study of the teleology of  Augustine’s theology has made clear that the recurring theme in the  African bishop’s oeuvre is the glory and praise of God.® My reading  of Book One supports Hombert’s overall thesis. The purpose of God’s  ® Conf.4.1219(CCSL 2711  ®} De doctrina Christiana 40.60. Augustine writes that not only have the Platon-  ists “said things which are indeed true and well accommodated to our faith ... but  also the liberal disciplines [are] suited to the uses of truth, and some most useful  precepts concerning morals. Even some truths concerning the worship of one God are  discovered among them. These are, as it were, their gold and silver, which they did  not institute themselves but dug up from certain mines of divine Providence.” Augus-  tine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. D. W. Robertson (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pren-  tice Hall, 1997), p. 75. For Augustine’s valuation of the liberal arts in De doctrina  christiana see the excellent overview in the commentary by Isabelle Bochet and Goul-  ven Madec, La doctrine chretienne, De doctrina christiana (Bibliotheque Augusti-  nienne 11/2; Paris: Institut des Etudes Augustiniennes, 1997), pp. 528-46.  ® O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary, p. 271.  6® Hombert, Gloria Gratiae (see fn. 10).So Dy makıng UuUse
of those who WeTiIC faılıng do anythıng morally rıght YOUu dıd g0o0d

me.°0

Augustine’s presentatıon in ook One of the Confessions
regardıng the value of the Iıhberales discıplinae 1S lıterary eXxpression
of themes that he artıculates 1ıth theologıcal clarıty ıIn er COMNCUT-
rent works such De doctrina Christiana, where he g1ves hıs ell-
known Justificatıon for plunderıing the Egyptians ” descr1be the
Chrıistian UuUsec of classıcal learning.®! Despıte the polemical rhetoric
agaınst the classıcal disciplinae much of the Confessions, onnell
1S COrTeCT when he wriıtes, ..  Jhere 1S 1Cason th that ese
ideas about the 1beral dıscıplınes WeIC essentıal WaYy Incompat-
ıble ıth the practice and belıef of Chrıistianıty In |Augustine’s]
time  »”62 close readıng of ugustine’s crıt1ique of the 1ıberal arts
the fırst book of the Confessions alfırms thıs Judgment. Despıite hıs
demurral, ugustine continued to hold the liberales disciplinae In hıgh
repute and accorded them value. My Ü  men! for ugustine’s
valuatıon of the 1beral arts ook One fıts In ıth the broader COIMN-
SCHSUS scholarshıp that Augustine Judges the arts accordıng to the
regıister of ..  use Pıerre-Marıe Hombe study of the teleology of
Augustine’s eology has made clear that the recumng theme In the
Afrıcan bıshop's OCUVTITEC 1S the glory and praıse of God.® My readıng
of ook One Supports Hombe overall thesı1ıs. Ihe PUTDOSC of

Conf.
De doctrina Christiana 40.60 Augustine wrıtes that NOoL only have the Platon-

ists “sal1d things hıch indeed irue and ell accommodated OUT faıth198  GERALD P. BOERSMA  They gave no consideration to the use that I might make of the things  they forced me to learn. The objective they had in view was merely  to satisfy the appetite for wealth and for glory, though the appetite is  insatiable, the wealth is in reality destitution of spirit, and the glory  something to be ashamed of. But you  . used the error of all who  pressed me to learn to turn out to my advantage .... So by making use  of those who were failing to do anything morally right you did good  to me.®  Augustine’s presentation in Book One of the Confessions  regarding the value of the /iberales disciplinae is a literary expression  of themes that he articulates with theological clarity in other concur-  rent works such as De doctrina Christiana, where he gives his well-  known justification for “plundering the Egyptians” to describe the  Christian use of classical learning.°! Despite the polemical rhetoric  against the classical disciplinae in much of the Confessions, O’Donnell  is correct when he writes, “[T]here is no reason to think that these  ideas about the liberal disciplines were in any essential way incompat-  ible with the practice and belief of Christianity in [Augustine’s]  time. ”® A close reading of Augustine’s critique of the liberal arts in  the first book of the Confessions affirms this judgment. Despite his  demurral, Augustine continued to hold the liberales disciplinae in high  repute and accorded them great value. My argument for Augustine’s  valuation of the liberal arts in Book One fits in with the broader con-  sensus in scholarship that Augustine judges the arts according to the  register of “use.”” Pierre-Marie Hombert’s study of the teleology of  Augustine’s theology has made clear that the recurring theme in the  African bishop’s oeuvre is the glory and praise of God.® My reading  of Book One supports Hombert’s overall thesis. The purpose of God’s  ® Conf.4.1219(CCSL 2711  ®} De doctrina Christiana 40.60. Augustine writes that not only have the Platon-  ists “said things which are indeed true and well accommodated to our faith ... but  also the liberal disciplines [are] suited to the uses of truth, and some most useful  precepts concerning morals. Even some truths concerning the worship of one God are  discovered among them. These are, as it were, their gold and silver, which they did  not institute themselves but dug up from certain mines of divine Providence.” Augus-  tine, On Christian Doctrine, trans. D. W. Robertson (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pren-  tice Hall, 1997), p. 75. For Augustine’s valuation of the liberal arts in De doctrina  christiana see the excellent overview in the commentary by Isabelle Bochet and Goul-  ven Madec, La doctrine chretienne, De doctrina christiana (Bibliotheque Augusti-  nienne 11/2; Paris: Institut des Etudes Augustiniennes, 1997), pp. 528-46.  ® O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary, p. 271.  6® Hombert, Gloria Gratiae (see fn. 10).but
Iso the hıberal discıplines |are | sulted the uses of truth, and SOINC MoOost useful

concerning morals. Even SUOTIIC truths concerning the worshıp of OMNC God
discovered ON: them. Ihese Al it WEeTIC, theır gold and sılver, which they dıd
NOL instıtute themselves but dug TOmM certaın mıines of dıvıne Provıdence.” Augus-
tıne, On Christian Doctrine, trans Robertson (Upper Saddle Rıver, Pren-
tice Hall, For Augustine’s valuatıon of the 1beral arts De doctrina
christiana SCC the excellent OVEerVIEW the commentary by sabelle Bochet and Goul-
VCIN Madec, doctrine chrétie;me, De doctrina christiana (Bıblıotheque August1-
nlıenne 1172: Parıs: Institut des Etudes Augustiniennes, B

O’Donnell, Confessions Commentary, PTE
Hombert, Gloria (Gratiae (see In 10)
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glory and pra1ise 15 the standard by 1C Augustine values the ..  use  27
of the 1ıberal arts in the fırst book of the Confessions.

To be SUTIC, the CX AC value that ugustine accorded the ı1beral
arts dıd evolve ıth time. Prior 18 hIıs baptısm, durıng hıs retreat al
Cassıclacum, the 1beral arts played partıcularly exalted role hıs

Contra Academicos, De heata uUlla, De ordine, and the Soliloquia
CXPTCSS confıdence that study the liberales discıplinae bring
Ou spırıtual ST0OW and enlightenment.““ Upon becoming ..  man of
the Church” (ulr ecclestiasticus) al hıs ordınatıon, ugustine empere
hıs earlhıer zeal for the liberales disciplinae. There Was deciısıve
break ıth the arts; rather, eccles1al affaırs occupled all hıs tıme, and
the elsure of Cassıc1acum had ended Further, ugustine knew people
such aASs hıs mother Monica, who, havıngz discıplinae, neve  eless
ascended knowledge of the incorporeal nature of God.©® Ihe S_

sIty of the liıberales disciplinae became increasıngly attenuated for
ugustine he became bishop.° They WeTC usefu  L only insofar
they helped interpret Scripture As bıshop, ugustine egan ShOow
increasıng reluctance to interact ıth pasanhn lıterature aCCount of the
prıde that ur the Ilıhberales discıiplinae. fact, of hıs wrıtings al
Cassıc1acum ugustine WOUuU ater SaY, °° But they SU1 breathe the

»67spırıt of the school of pride, ıf they WCIC al the last Sasp

Augustine’s proJect of the discıplinarum lihrı 15 outlıned De ordıne wrıtten
38 / Augustine explaıns the Retractationes that he intended create encyclopedic
work following Varro  s mode]l for the study of the 1beral arts reir. 1.6) Although
Augustine only ‚VeT WwrTote volumes STAINAT and MUSIC, he wrıtes Retractationes

that the Oordo studiorum 15 intended gu1lde 1CasOonNn ıts mMoOovemen! from temporal
corporeal owledge toward eternal incorporeal knowledge. Already De MUSLICA book
S1X Augustine ul that the hıberal arts anagogıcal character; theıir UuUsec 15
the drawıng of the mınd God Jean Do1gnon, ° (Grandeur eft decadence de
Ll’eruditio auUuX VYCUX d’Augustin du De ordine De MUSLCA, ” Intertioritd Intenz1on-
alıte  'a In Agostino, ed Alıcı KRoma: Institutum Patrısticum Augustinianum,

DU
Ord. 11725
As prliest and bıshop, Augustine began question whether the katharsıs offered

by the arts could really offer the knowledge of God and the soul that he had been
ardently seekıng Frederick Van Fleteren that uUuDON studyıng the epistles of
St. Paul, Augustine amnec deeper appreclatıon of the role of STACEC In dıvıine d1s-
closure and amnec SCC that Iirue kKnowledge of God W as not found the liherales
disciplinae but W das reserved for the beatıfic V1s10n. Frederick Van Fleteren, "Augus-
tine, Neoplaton1iısm, and the Lıberal Arts, ” De doctrina cChrıistiana: CIassıc of
Western Culture, ed Duane Arnold and Pamela Bright Notre Dame Universıty of
Notre Dame Press, See Iso the diıscussıon Dy ıchael Foley,
“S+t+ Augustine, the University, and the So-Called Laberal Arts, ” The Idea of the
American University (New York Rowman and Littleeld, S

Conf. IX4 27.136)
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Whıle De ordıne that the “reasonable hes  27 of the
m1g be tolerated aCCount of theır phılosophiıcal truth!®® Augustine
ater exphicıtiy reiITraCcts thıs opinion.  69 Indeed, that the Sstorl1es told by
the poets WCIC nNnOoL ITUu! egan o rouble Augustine immensely,
read In hıs autobiography. ”® In the Confessions, StOTIEeS ou the
‘“wanderıings of Aeneas ” aATC dısmıssed ‘**error” covered up  76
Augustine denounces c  people wh sell buy lıterary educatıon, ”
because questions concernıng the hıstorıical truth of the narratıve dIiIcC

cCırcumvented in the processi‘“ fables INANLA) WeTC cho-
SCMH NC “useful studıies, ” complaıns Augustine, he TeCOUNLTS ıth
1E1I111OT1S5C how “delıghtful Was the aın spectacle of the wooden horse
full of armed soldiers and the urnıng of ITroy and the VELY ghos of
Creusa.  3 In 1U10N 18 protesting eIr hıstorıical falsehood, Uugus-
tine remonstrates agaınst the moral turpıtude 18 1Cc the ACCOUNLTS
g1ve 1cense. Homer’s SstOrı1es of the gods g1ve ‘“ dıvıne sanctıon
VICIOUS acts,  »” /4 and the playwrıght Terence refers “ Jupiter
MO for hıs OW fornıcation. 35/5

Already early In hıs eccles1astical CaICcCI, Augustine hesıitated 18
“ baptız!  27 hlıterature aCCOUnNtT both of ıts mendacıo0us hıstor1ic-
1ty and ıts moral baseness. Sabıne MacCormack Arg ucS convıncıngly
that after becoming rooted In the 1ıfe of the Church, ugustine took

He  < set of authoriıties and exemplars. Where prevıously he CcINU-
a”atfe the style of Cicero, ırgıl, and other Latın authors, he NO
looked 18 the ..  men of the Church ’/6 Ihe writings of the ecclestiasticı
ULFL, IC WEeIC NO 18 be imıtate: in Chrıistian rhetorIic, WEeIC marked
Dy theır humble style (sermo humuilıs)77

Thıs UNECE of rhetorıic Was fundamentally dıfferent ıt W ds not the
PTrCSCIVC of the Cultura elıte,  Z but intended for all Kaster
CAPDICSSCS thıs well, style of the Chrıistian INCSSaSC Was humble

68 Ord. 11.14.272
etr. 8  D
(ST. Sabıne MacCormack’s careful tracıng of the evolution of Augustine’s

thought thıs atter The Shadows of Poetry Virgil In the ind of Augustine
(Berkeley: Universıty of C'alıfornıa Press, 53-7/73

71 Conf.
Conf.
Conf.
Conf.
Conf.

De doctrina christiana 11.40.61, Augustine refers Cyprıan, Lactantıus,
Vıctorinus, Uptatus and Hılary the ..  men of the Church” be emulated.

CYT. rich Auerbach, * Sermo humıilıs, ” Romanısche Forschungen (1952),;
304-64
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In its descent from the shımmerıng, timeless sStandards of classıcal COI -
re and adornment OWN Janguage intent makıng the ruth
plaın and immediate O heterogeneous congregatıon.’ 78 Ihe superbia
of the learned Was unmasked through ugustine’s homiletic mode. Ihe
chıft In understandıng the USEe of hetorıic 15 expressed in the fırst book
of the Confessions, where he havıng exegete PassSalc from
the beginnıng of the Aeneld, in hıch Juno VOolces her aNgCI and frustra-
tıon NO the Irojans’ impendıng SUCCECSS Italy.”” Augustine wriıtes
ou the assıgnment: °"Lhe speaker who rece1ved hıghest praise (ille
dicebat laudabilius) W ds the ONlC who had regard the dıgnıty of the
imagınary character, who mMoOost effectıvely expressed feelings of aANSCI
and9and who lothed these thoughts in appropriate language.  2980
Thıs pedagogıcal method, perhaps referencing that espoused by
Quintilian,® Osters the Tlaunting of rhetorical style and SuaVIıty, thus
lending iıtself the discıplinae superbiae, insısts Augustine. Despıte the
fact that hıs “recıtation Was acclaımed beyond INalıy others of ADC
group,  27 Augustine al NCC dismisses the entire exerc1ıse “ smoke and
wind’®? because ıts USEe en!| self-praise rather than praıse of God

Was there other subject 16 talent and tongue (Iingenium
el lingua mMeEdA) m1g be exercised? Y our pralses, Lord, yYOUr pralses
(laudes [ude, domine, laudes fude) expressed through YOUr scrıptures
WOU ave upheld the tender vine of heart, and it WOUu NnOoTt ave
een snatched AWaYy by EMPLY trifles.®

Robert Kaster, Guardians of Language: The Grammarıan and Society INn
ate Antıquity (Berkeley: Universıity of Calıfornia FPress. Wılhelm
Blümer. “Eloquentia, ” AugLex. Augustine’s maturıng ACCOUNT of the ..  use  27 of rheto-
Tr1C and the perennt1al tension between the °“ humbile style” of Christian kerygma and
the classıcal rhetorical tradıtıon 15 ell presented in Flood, “ Augustine and the
classıcal tradıtıon of rhetoric, ” Hıstory of Education 13 (1982), 237-250; Costas,
““ Influential Factors in the Rhetoric of Augustine, ” Foundations (1973) 208-221;
Maurice JTestard, Saıint Augustin el 1ceron (Parıs Etudes Augustiniennes,
Ihe dıalectic between the classıcal rhetorical culture and Christian presentation of
the faıth 1s obviously MOST dırectly addressed Dy Augustine hımself In De doctrina
Christiana. Davıd Foster, “Eloqgquentia nOSLIra (DDC Study of the
Place of Classıcal Rhetoric in Augustine’s De Dorctrina Christiana o0k Four, ”
Augustinianum (1996), 459-494; and Goulven Madec, ° 1 ’1deal de L’orateur chr:  e-
tien; ” Bıbliotheque Augustinienne 1/2 (1997/), S

Concerning thıs Passasc that he had eXegele Augustine remarks, had
understood that unoO sald thıs. ” Conf. Here agaın
Augustine demonstrates hıs intent safeguard the hıstorical nature of truth and hıs
hesitancy embrace 18(0)8! composed of fables.

Conf. (
81 Quintilian, Institutio Oratori4a, M} 52

Conf.
Conf.
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Ihe classıcal CanNnon that W as upheld Augustine for hıs imıta-
tion (imitandı proponebantur) 1Ss contrasted ere ıth the unadorned
elegance of Scripture.“* The dıfference hes less in style than in USe

the ONC 1s sed ““praise and congratulate themselves (laudatı
gloriabantur)  „85; the other 1S sed praise the ord Michael Roberts
correctly notes, ‘ Ultimately ugustine s objection Was NOL the style
ıtself but the ends ıt served.  2786 When God 1Ss praised rather than self,
classıcal learnıng 1N! ıts PrOPCI uUsc

odelıng the “Use„ of the Liberal rts

Augustine’s crıt1que of the liıberales disciplinae and theır
aCCompanyıng rhetorIic, ave suggested, 1S 1reCcCie al the ill-use of
the rhetoric, 1C ends not in confessio and Iaus but in prıde and
worldly SUCGCLGSS the fırst book of the Confessions ugustine offers
MO ın hıs OW wrıting of how the 1ıberal arts m1g function

posıtıvely. Hıs remarks regardıng quotation from Eunuch dICc para-
digmatıc for hıs overall thought “I bring charge agaınst the words
hıch aATC lıke exquısıte and preCc10us vessels, but the wıine of CITOT 1S
poured into them for by en teachers. H faıled drınk
WeIC caned and COu nOotLt appeal sober judge.  ”„”87 Ihe INarVe-

lously composed style of thıs SE underscores ugustine’s prın-
cıple He clearly values the intrıcate, classıcal rhetorıical and lıterary
devises “exquisıte and prec10us, ” because SCC theır MmMasteriIu
UsSscC thıs VeETIY seNtence developıng lınguistic 1S presented:
ugustıne employs adıectio {O expan the sımıle of the “”preC10us VCS-
sels” into gran metaphor (fransmutatio) of L1LAaUCOUS of
° drunken teachers” (ebril doctores) Case of sıtuational 1170NYy—
forcing students, helpless wıthout °sober Judge  29 (iudices sobrıil),
{O The elegant reinforces Augustine’s pomt he takes
umbrage eloquentia and rhetorica hıs developed conceıt clearly

Kaster wrıtes, ‘ Augustine Shows that the tradıtional standards of COrrect speech
refer man-made order and strıps them of theır (eil s iE of permanence. ” Kaster,
(GGuardıians of Langua ;

Conf.
Michael Roberts, The Jeweled Style, Poetry and Poetics In ate ntIqul.

(Ithaca: Cornell Unıiversıity Press, 129
Conf. NO  _ CCUSO uerba quası USa electa preti-

OSd, sed ULNUM errorıs quod INn eLs nobis propinabatur ab ebrıLs doctor1ıbus, el LSL
hiberemus caedebamur, nNeC appellare ad alıquem Iiudıcem sobriıum 1cehat
27.14-15).
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demonstrates but the abuse of anguage for the “wıne of erITOr ”
(ummum error1s).

Thıs princıple of the UuUsc of the 1ıberal arts 1S operatıve through-
Ouft the narratıve of the fırst book of the Confessions and 1S clear CSDC-
clally in Augustine’s interaction ıth Virgıil’s Aeneld. Waıth OMO-
phonic wordplay Augustine COMPATICS hımself Aeneas, the er° of
Rome’s ep1C POCHN, who “ wandered’” from JIroy to aly fo found the
cıty he W as estiine: LO ul “I W as later forced learn ou the
wanderıngs of SOTNC legendary fellow named Aeneas (forgetful of
OW wanderings).  2988 Like the atın hero, ugustine ‘“ wandered’” far
from God in moral and phılosophical EITOTES:;, lıke the atlın hero,
Augustine ‘“ wandered’” all VCT the Mediterranean search of FEQY-
uULES; and lıke the atın hero, Augustine watched the
cshores of Carthage pleadıng for hım {O Stay aie he set saıl Rome  89

Augustine ecalls hıs emotional boy the Aeneld,
weep1ng he read of 1do iıllıng herself ACCOUNT of her ost love:

readıng thıs, God lıte, myself W as meanwhıiıle yıng by
alıenatiıon from YOU and mi1serable condıtıion that respect brought

tear CYC5S. What 15 INOTC pıtıable than wretch wıthout p1ty
for himself who OVer the ea| of 1do yıng for love of
Aeneas, but not weeping OVeCT himself yıng for hıs ack of love for
YOU, God.”9
The STOTY of Dıdo’s demise 1s sed Dy Augustine ımage of

h1is OW CoONntorte: love. I ıke Dıdo, Augustine W ds dyıng and alıenated;:
yel, than she, he W as UuNaWaTe of hıs spirıtual cal he states

wordplay (miserius mMmILSEerO NO  - miserante). oth WEeIC dyıng
aCCount of love wiıisted in itself in alıenatıion. Augustine NO the
ITrONY that he weptL her ACCOUNLT readıng STOTY yvithout STIOTICA.

Conf. O’Donnell notes the domınance of the word
CITOESs in the Confessions, which 1S contrasted ıth peregrinatıio. Ihe Library of
Latın Texts indicates ex1ıcal forms of the word errores ar times. O’Donnell,
Confessions Commentary,

Augustine snuck oOut ONC nıght hıle hıs mother Monica stayed Carthage,
“prayıng and weep1ng. ” ‘T he wınd blew and filled OUT salls and the shore W as lost

OUT sıght. JIhere, when morning CaInNe, che W as crazed wıth grief, and wıth recrım-
inations and Ö che filled YyYOUIT ears. ” Conf. V &15 'Thıs account
mirrors that of Dıido)’s orlef. Aeneas, enticed he W ds> Dy the sound of the west wınd
blowing through the saıls, deferred hıs 1Ss1ıon longer and left Dıdo enraged
beyond the shores of Carthage MacCormack SOTIIC of these paral-
lels Shadows of Poetry, 96-977 Camiıulle Bennett, ° Ihe Conversion of Vırgıl
Ihe Aenelid in Augustine’s Confessions,” Revue des etudes augustiniennes (1988),
47-69

Conf. 13.20-21
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truth whıle oblivious LO hıs OW miısplace love, alıenatıon and SPIT-
ıtual death.?!

By placıng hımself in the characters of both Aeneas and Dıdo.,
Augustine tempers hıs dısmiıssıve posture to the classıcal
oug he claıms LO “much prefer LO forget the wanderıngs of
Aeneas’”’ and the .. Tables of Virgil,”* he 1s all the 1le
UuMNYy weavıng Vırgıl's ep1C into hıs OW narratıve ıth adro1t rhetorI1-
cal and stylıstıc In hıs OW wrıting ugustine demonstrates the
princıple that the liberales discıplinae OUg {O be sed 1ıke exquısıte
and PreC10Us vessels” the Sservice of the doctrina humuilıtatis that
ends in confession and pralse.

Conclusion

In SUMIMNATY, ave presented readıng of ook One of the
Confessions [WO competing AaCCOUNTS of doctrina. Ihe hırst, the doc-
friına superbiae which ugustine W as SChoole: seeks its OW praıse
and SJO0TYV; ıts goal 1S worldly ambıtiıon and SUCCESS Ihe doctrina
humilitatis., the other hand, 1S ordered praise God, fOo confess
Hım, and, finally, to seek rest Hım Augustine sıtuates hıs discus-
S10n regardıng doctrina ımmediately after hıs acclaım of the greatiness
of God:;: know and understand (scıre el intellegere) Hım who 1s
infinıtely beyond the mortalıty and SIN of the human PCISON requıires
the humıilıty of faıth Augustine’s nfancy narratıve accentuates thıs
requisıte umılıty that 1Ss propaedeutic educatıon. Augustine 1S al
palns emphasıze the epıstemological trıad of IMCMOTY, Tust, and
experience even know ou hımself ASs baby, and most
certamly know God

Ihe relatıon of SIENA doctrina 15 establıshed alter the infancy
narratıve. As baby, Augustine’s 1mited S1Z2NS WeTC ineffective;: ıt
W as not untıl he W as DOy that he Was capable of communicatıng Dy
S1ZNS and ready for doctrina. Ihe sLienuUum CFUCLS Dy C he W das
marked DOYy denotes for ugustine the umuilıty of the ord COIN-

ing OoOWnN human prıde And the .. h11 29 becomes NOT only the
subject of the doctrina humilitatis, but also the chosen s1gn hereof.
Here Augustine refers Jesus’ callıng the children to hımself. The
sıenum of the chıld who represents doctrina humuilitatıis 1s contrasted

Yl Augustine thus 1do both hıs mother, Monica, standıng the
chore of Carthage, and hımself dyıng aCCount of alıenatıon TOM love

9° Conf.
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ıth the sienNUm of the uela, representing doctrina superbiae, which
hang In front of the lıterature chools and cloaked the prıde herein

(]assıcal learnıng prıma facıe be dismıssed ACCOUNT
of its prıde, In the fırst book of the Confessions. Indeed, Augustine 15
qUIC LO dısmıss hıs study hlıterature pursuıt of vanıty and false-
hood At the Sarmllec tıme, however, SCC hım demonstrate hıs
famılıarıty ıth thıs dısparaged doctrina; he quoltes poets and ph1loso-
phers and C VEn identifies hımself ıth the characters of the Aeneld.
ave suggested interpretation of Confessions One presenting
InarYy ACCOUNTS of educatıon. Thıs 1IC  S interpretation of educatıonal
themes In ook One A [WO contrasting doctrinae elps elucıdate hat

inıtlally blatant InconsIistenCcy; it 15 the ..  use  27 of the 1beral arts
that endows them ıth orth Further, ugustine offers CXCI11-

plary MO!| In hıs OW narratıve of the ..  USse  27 of the classıcal
In thıs study ave 1ımıted myself LO consi1derıng doctrina In

Book One of the Confessions. However, ese conclusıons ave ear-
ng ugustine s autobiography ole ere aAaic INAan y angles
from 1C ONC Can Iruntfully CENSALSC educatıonal motıfs In the
Confessions. ugustine s OW lıfe, LOO, 1S ere presented that of

tudent and teacher and, INOTEC ımportantly for OUT thesı1s, fınd in
hIs hıte portralit SOTNCONMNC devoted dıscovering truth through growth
in umilıty. Maturatıon in doctrina humuilıtatis 15 Journey that es
Augustine 18 the Manıcheans, the Platonıists, and fınally, the atholıc
Church Ihroughout the Confessions Augustine demonstrates that hıs
past earnıng 1S not abandone but transfigured fo SC VE the atholıc
al Michael Roberts Ssummarızes the Afrıcan bıshop’s Stance ell
“ Augustine consıstently the value of secular learnıng agamınst
the princıple of utilitas.  2728 TIhe value accorded the liberales discıpli-
Nae hes, for Augustine, theır uUuse when classıcal doctrina 15 puffed

ıth prıde SCIVC worldly ambıtıon, the vessels become fiılled
ıth ULNUM errorI\Ss, but when employed in doctrina humilitatis for
praıse and confess10on, the Ilıherales discıplinae dIC “tIreasures of the
Egyptlans  »” be plundered “ exquısıte and preC10us vessels” that
Can be tılled ıth good eachıng.
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