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Literature and theoretica framework

Augustine’s De Irinitate 1S, a  oUg. ıts Wirkungsgeschichte
m1g suggest otherwise, personal aCCount of hIs theological eXplo-
ratıon the question how INan knows God and how (God makes hım-
self known O ma: Therefore, it 18 V welcome that u1g1 (G101a
provıdes the reader ıth modest and sympathetic descriptive
analysıs thoroughly commıtted accounting for the ole of the trea-
tise, the presupposıtıon of ıts unıty and ıts coherence.’ hıs intro-
duction (G101a explaıns that far from being handbook of systematıc
theology Augustine’s De T rinitate a1ms 18 introduce hIs reader 1n
the practice of knowledge of God.’ (3)

u1g1 (101a8a in thıs monograph studıes De I rinitate ıth the
method of close-readıing. He States that, iın order LO approac thıs
epiıstemological question function of the doctrine of the Irmity,
ıt 1S NECCCSSATY "to explore connectlons between the doctrine of the
rınıty and er theologıical such Chrıstology, soter10logy,
doctrine of the Holy Spırıt, doctrine of revelatıon, and doctrine of the
image of God.’? hıs reveals the wıdeness of the of G1lo1a’s
research-projJect, and also hıs systematıc theologıcal STtance The lat-
ter 15 also reflected In G1lo1la’s departure fIrom ‘hıghly representatıve
20th Century er1ıtics’ Augustinian Irınıtarıan theology of arl
Rahner and arl ar u1g1 Giloa also 1mMs for refutation of
Ohrvier du Roy’’s readıng of De I'rinitate. Du ROYy crıticızes Augus-
tine’s Irmıtarıan theology for ension between ıts anagog1c
Platonic approac of the soul  R  S ascent returnıng the One, and
the development of Augustine’s doctrine creation ın ntı-
Manicheistic context.! Consequentıially, du ROoy’s posıtıon reduces
the role of faıth In Augustine’s discourse LO “authorıtative SPUunNn
owards interlor1ty through moral purıfıcation humilıty, where the
anagogıcal mode takes vVer  7 In h1is discussion Augustine anı:

du ROY, L ’Intelligence de Ia Fol Ia rinıte selon y“g Augustin., Genese de
theologie trinıtalre Jusqu’en 39J] (Parıs,
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modernıty (G101a highlıghts Augustine’s anthropological iu  =] of the-
ology and adopts Rowan Wılliam’’'s M1SS10NAaTY interpretation of De
Trinıtate. The implicatıon of thıs position 1s5 that (HOo1a8 observes the
Augustinıan self dynamıc celf in movement.* The epistemolog-
ical m1ssıon of the mınd 15 therefore to learn to SCC ıt aCcte:
uDON by God (HO01a clarıfıes thıs notion of theologıcal epistemology
in reference LewI1s yres study of exercıtatıon ın incarnatıon.
hıs exerc1ıse satısfies mankınd’s eed "to undergo certaın eXerCL-
ftatıo hıs ea LewI1s yres readıng of 00 4-14
exercitatio mentLis hrough Christology. yres defines exercitatio
ment1is traınıng in modes of thınkıng increasıngly inter10r, and
increasıngly free from images, gradual intellectual movemen from
the mater1al the immaterı1al, fundamentally Neoplatoni1c in char-
acter. ”® Located wıthın the lıfe of the body of hrıst, thıs notion of
exercıitatio mentis ea| Gilo1a the insıght that theological epıste-
mology 1S function of soter1010gy, God Can only be known
through the love of God Consequentially, the startıng poın of
Glola’s investigatiıon of De I rınıtate 15 the CONSCIOUSNESS of the AaCTIU-

alıty of ods salvatıon In the lovıng knowledge of faıth

Outline of discourse

For hıs analysıs of De Trinıitate, Lu1g1 (G101a chooses for
combinatıon of sequentıal aCCOountft of the WaYy the overall argumen
unfolds from ON book the nex(t, together ıth analytıcal aCCOUNL
of each lıne of enquiry. (24) Wıthın thıs analysıs, CG1i01a discerns [WO
levels Ihe first eve CONCETNS Augustine’s exposıtion of the mYSterYy
of the Trimty 'IThe second level involves the 1ssue of owledge of
God Kven though C101a o€es nOot explicıtly recogniıze thıs, the fırst
eve be dominated DYy the of Augustine’s rhetorical
skalls

Ihe fact that thıs monography W as based Lui1g1 Gio1a’s earher dissertation
the SAalilLıc subject, MmMaYy due the exclusıon of Rıchard Sorab]1’s interpretation

of the called cCogıto arg De I rınıtate hıis SLatus quaestionls.
Sorab]yJi observes colncıdences between Avicenna’s Flyıng Man and Augustine’s COIN-

cCept of non-bodıily se and self-knowledge. Sorab]yı points Porphyry possible
SOUTITCE Sorab]yl, Self. Ancıent and Modern Insights about ividualıty, Life and
Death Oxford, &

C5S, “Ihe Christological Context of the De I rınıtate X LLL 1n: Augustinian
Studies 29 (1998),-CSD 114, referring Cavadını, “I’he and Inten-
tion of Augustine’s De Trinitate’ In: Theological Studies (1992),-
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In the analysıs of the fırst half of De Irinitate, (G101a STITESSES the
antı-Arıan character of these [0710) and explaıns how scrıptural CXC-
gESIS 15 concentrated the tradıtional antı-Arıan interpretation of the
Chrıistological hymn from the letter the Phılıppilans. Augustine COMN-
cludes that the tradıtional hermeneutical rule attrıbute actıons In
forma Dei the Father and actıons In forma Sservı the INan Jesus 15
18{011 satısfactory for hıs pPUrpOSCcS. For that 1Cason Augustine starts
reformulate thıs hermeneutical rule What seemed subordinatıiıon NO
indıicates direction: de Deo Deolex Deo hıs enables Augustine

analyse the Old Testament theophanıes and the MLSSLONES in book
and OCCas1ons where God SsCcSs creatiıon fo revelate hıs ll

G1lo01a’s interpretation of book g1ves hım the explaın
hıs principle of the inseparabılity of soter10log2y and revelatıon. Wıth
regard 18 thıs enel, the roles of the Irınıtarıan PCTSONS in CCONOMY
correspond theır ıdentity in the inner Irmiaty.

(o01a reads Augustine’s analysıs of ontologıcal categories in
book w In antı-Arıan context As book K focuses unıty in
the CCONOMY of salvatıon, G101a investigates whether thıs COITC-

sponds ıth Augustine’s CONCETN to deal ıth consubstantialıty in
book AL (HOoAa’s conclusıon 15 that the unfolding of the MYSTeErYy of
the Irmity W as Augustine’s maın pomın As (G101a observes, the
analysıs of Augustine’s discourse In De Irıniıtate 15 complex mat-
ter hıs 1s caused by ıts of dıfferent lınes and layers of argu-
mentatıon and ıts CONCETN LO unfold the Irınıtarıan mYSterYy In WaY
that benefits the reader. Hence, Lu1g1 G1lo1a decıdes CaITL y Out hıs
analysıs in hlerarchical order instead of lınear order. The effect 1s
that the exposıtıon hrıst mediator In book iıllustrates the
epıstemological princıple of identificatiıon of reconcılıatıon and ICV -
elatıon (Chapter Christ, Salvatıon and owledge of God) But
before eing able o evaluate prior1ity and necessı1ity of 15
mediator, C101a explores Augustine’s attıtude phılosophy in chap-
ter Augustine and phılosophers. hıs involves Augustine s OPPO-
sıtıon between SCLeENLtLA and sapıentia, the phılosophical CONcept of
happıness, phılosopher’s claım of the poss1bıilıty gather NOWI-
edge of God wıthout mediator, and outlıne of the evolution of
Augustine’s attıtude towards phılosophy, especılally nNcOo platoniıc
philosophy. Chapter discusses Augustine’s development of doc-
trıne divine actıon In revelatıon: Irımıty and Revelatıon. (G10a
underlines the importance of ınvısıbılıty In. soter10logy and
the indıspensable character ofal in epistemology. TIhe doctrine of
the Holy pırı in ıts function LO enviısage the transıtion Irom 6CCO-
NOomı1c 18 immanent Irmity 1s the subject matter of chapter the
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Holy pırı an the inner ıfe of the Irmıity. u1g1 (G101a scrutin1ızes
Augustine’s doectrine of the Holy Spirıt under the aSpeCISs of hrıs-
tology, unıty and the order of the Irmity. hıs all ead In chapter

tO the examınatıon of Augustine s UsSsScC of ogıcal and ontologıcal
categories In hıs doctrine of Irmıity. (HOoAa concludes that Augustine
reflects the substantıal unıty of the Trmity dynamıc unıty of
love, rather than in metaphysıcal categorIies. Ihe latter do not ave

descriptive explanatory function in ugustine s discourse.
Hence, Luig1 (HOo1a chapter OVe and knowledge of God)

studies the cConversiıon of the owıng subject in ıts ENqUITY to God,
ASs God Can only be known lovıng hım (HO1a elaborates in chapter

Knowledge and ıts paradoxes) the [010) 9-11 of De I rınıtate
knowledge from the SCIISC5S5 and intellectual owledge. (HO18
observes that Augustine s iıllumınatıon eOTrY 1S arge extent

metaphorical. It i1llustrates OUT abılıty eiıne and to Judge that 1C
know irom the SCHNSCS The paradoxes of owledge esCT1DE:!

by (Ho01a refer the paradox of cravıng for knowledge IC PTIC-
knowledge-before-knowledge and, urthermore, to the POS-

sıbıilıty 18 SCC form of 1e Jjustice above OUT selves truth itself. Thıs
15 illustrated ıth the metaphor of illumınatıon.

Before reaching the fınal and maın OpIC of the book the image
of God Lu1g1 G101a recaptures the eme of ugustine’s ea of ph1-
osophy chapter discussıon book and 12-14, the notion
of ‘philosophızıng ıth hrıst hıch restores dilectio and eals prıde
1S elaborated philosophy 1C becomes worshıp in the
acknowledgement of the ‘dependence God al the 1x07011 of the pOSSI-
bılıty of oW1Ing The theme of the image of (God 15 discussed
in chapter 1ıth help of BACHTSCS the historical genes1s of
ugustine s doctrine of creatıon in De div qu S and De Verd relt-
g10Ne. The triad being, lıfe and owledge from De div G 1s OrNg-
inated Marıus Victorinus. thıs closıng chapter u1g21 C101a first
discusses the image-exemplar aspect of Trmıity, hıch the A1lld-

logıcal role of the image. Secondly, he treats the relatıonal dynamısm
of ugustine s concept of IMA20 De1i Thıs hıghlıghts the image’s rela-
tıon of or1g1n and of end Ihe invest1igatıon of the IMAaQ20 Del 15 COIMN-

tinued ıth of the rOOTS of thıs doctrine in hıs doectrine of
creation, ıts dependence Plato’s eOTY of particıpation and ıts kın-
shıp to Plotinus and Marıus Victorinus. G1ilo1a closes thıs chapter ıth

elaboratıon the problem of the postlapsarıan status of the image,
ıts relatiıonshıp the rınıty tself, the dıstinction between created
image and renewed image, and, fınally, the epistemologıcal function
of the IMA 20 Dei
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11 Evaluation and reflec?ion
u1g1 Glo1la’s COUTASC 18 choose the complete De Trinitate In

ıts unıty and coherence the objectum materı1ale of thıs monograph
15 praıseworthy. Hıs research Strategy, close-reading subsequently fOl-
lowed Dy analysıs {[WO dıfferent levels, 1S SOIl TIhe
analysıs CONCETNS the level of the unfoldıng of the mMYSLTerY of the Irın-
Ity and deeper eVe of the epıstemological question knowledge
of God theology. u1g1 G101a’s analysıs 15 often dırected al the doc-
trinal ımplications of Augustine’s discourse in terms of functions in
revelatıon, reconcılıation, etc Thıs makes thıs book attractıve for CON-

temporary systematıc theologıans.
CONSCHUCHNCE of the method of close-readıng 1S the inclusıon

of larger quotatıons of Augustine’s tex(T, translatıon and the atın
texTi footnotes. 0Ug u1g1 Glo1a aVvOl1ds paraphrase lectio
Continua of Augustine’s texft by thematıc and hlıerarchical analysıs of
the exX(ISs, sometimes the analysıs of the sequential argumentatıons aAIc

lengthy and redundant posıtıve sıde-effect of the extensive
and quotatiıon 15 that the reader Can follow the discourse of De Irını-
tate In G1lo1la’s book wıthout text-edıtion Thıs makes hıs monograp:
attractıve for larger scholarly theologıcal publıc.

Another sıde effect of Glola’s style 15 that the inclusiıon of
Augustine’s hıghly complex discourse in the argumentatıon of Glola’s
book makes ıt hard to elaborate sımultaneously [WO dıfferent ana-

lytical levels Although u1g1 (HOo1a8a mentions the eve of the eXpOSI1-
tiıon of the mYSTerYy of the Trmity and ocates it A4S er ayer CSPC-
clally book 13 of De Irinitate, the focus of hıs research remaıns

the inner layer, the theologıcal epıstemology. G101a Ocates the
development of thıs inner layer from book onwards. Glo1la’s analy-
S1S shows that these layers intertwined and not CasS Y 18 separate.

As (G101a has observed hıs chapter Chrıst, Salvatıon and
Knowledge of God, God Captures OUT al in Hım ead In hıs
truth, because He NtEs make Hımself known thıs Samne al
(76) However, hıs reference Lewis yres studies De I rını-
fate and the Incarnatıon ASs exercıtatio ment1S, the question how al

inıtiated Dy God and exercıtatio mentLis relate, remaıns unasked
and untreated.

Glo1la’s analysıs of the impac of phılosophers Augustine COu
ave WOoN cp and Contras ıth extensıive close-readıng of primary

of phılosophical authors Ihıs affects chapter OU! Augustine
and phılosophers where ul1g1 G1io01a discusses Augustine’s dependence

StO1C phılosophy and Platonıism. Close-reading of prımary might
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ave clarıfıed the discussıon of the IMAZO Deo and its complex rela-
tionshıp Marıus Victorinus and Plotinus chapter nr

Luig1 (HNOoa extensively elaborates love and al eolog-
ical concepfts. However, the ethical aspects of 1ving accordıng 18 ese
(theologıcal) virtues remaın relatıvely unexplored in hıs discourse.
Sınce, accordıng Augustine, temporalıa only ave theır PropCI
function when correctly sed ın the lıght of faıth, al vırtue and
gift ıllumınates the CoOrrect UsSsSCcC of temporalıa. For thıs rCcason, the
dynamıcs of theologıical vırtues, such aASs love and faıth reveal sımul-
taneously the inıtlatıve of God in descending movemen and the
ascendıing movemen of the human soul 118 the realm of eternıty in
al hıs dynamıcs of vıirtue Supports the pedagogical notion of
exercıtatio ment1S, 1C alms o relate the temporal dımens1on of hıfe

the realm of eternity.
TOM hat has een observed above, it 1S clear that u1g1 (H01a

has realızed praıseworthy readıng of ugustine s De T rinıtate depart-
ing irom ıts unıty and coherence. hıs all sShow iıtself of interest for

wıde of theologıans. It also became clear that monograph
ıth objectum mater1iale of thıs S17€ and complexıty unavoldably
leaves aspects unexplored underexposed. Havıng saıld thıs, AIiIc

eft ıth the question whether thıs monograph contaıns hat ıts tıtle
a1ms A IThe Theologıical Epistemology of ugustine’s De Trıinıtate.

hıs conclusıon Lu1g1 (nNOol1a allırms that ‘the princıple of unıty and
coherence of works dealıng ıth Christian doctrine should always be
looked for the CONeEXLO mysteriorum 1rs 1C that they
cshould be approached INn distinctive Chrıistian WaYy. , ‘lookıng aWaVY
from ourselves and concentratıng hrıst’s salvatıon, hıs Holy Spirıt,
and the Fathers invısıbilıty, theır equa. dıvinıty and theır consubstan-
tialıty, 16 the doctrine of the rınıty and ıts corollary represented Dy
the doctrine of revelatıon.’ u1g1 (H01a in thıs monograph offers

appealıng readıng of De Trinıtate 1C respects thıs hermeneuti-
cal princıple.

complex work such De Trinıtate ıth ıts fusıon of praycr
and reflection admıts INOTEC than ONC specıfic method of readıng.
(HOola’s thematıcally readıng offers access1ıble and intellıgent read-
ıng of Augustine s De Irinıiıtate, 1C makes the book NCC agaın reli-
evanı! for contemporary theologıical reflection the mYStery of the
rınıty
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