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Ihe Donatist Chrıstians of orth Afrıca In the fourth and
centurIies ave een tTeated varıously throughout hıstory accordıng 0
the interpreter: selfish schısmatıcs, ıle heretics, CONLTOVerSY INONSCIS,

GV Vvictims of bellıgerent Roman polıcıles. It E} however,
that INOTE CUrTrate summatıon of the late antıque phenomenon Can
be ocated wıthın the wrıtings of W.H Iren! that 15 that being INOTEC
than Just run-of-the-mull sectarıan TOUD, Donatısm W as actually
..  part of revolution. ”!

Every revolution has ıts CaUuUses and Donatısm 15 dıfferent.
The ONnalıs revolution W as inıtl1ated and sustaıned Dy potent M1X-
ture of relı1z10us fervor, ecCcoNnNOmMIı1ıcC and soc1al tensions that pıtted
natıve orth Afrıcans agalnst colon1al Romans, ell the 1d10-
syncratıc tradıtions from eing ON of the oldest forms of atın
Chrıistianity.“

RBut hat makes Donatısm un1ıque SO-Calle: revolutions
15 the WaYy in IC ıts constitutive elements coalesced into PIO-
longed and easıly-evolvıng polıtical eology that enabled that form of
orth Afrıcan Chrıstianıty channel the soclo-political yearnıngs and
ultural influences of ıts natıve populatıon into theological-behavioral
paradızm that W ds dynamıc and poten-t. OnNnalıs polıtical theology,
the combınatıon of the orth Afrıcan theologıca. tradıtion and socı1al
contex(t, 1S that 1C Can be saıd underlıe and influence the mult1i-
aceted, and seemımingly inconsistent, evolution of the lıfe, hought, and
secular interactions of Chrıistlans ate Roman TICA

It W as thıs polıtical eology that pa explaıns the myrıa
complexıtıies of ONalıs INaNeCUVeTS in interacting ıth the Roman
Empıre and Roman Catholics. What ave een dısparate
network inıtlatıng amalgam of blındly-drıven actıyıtles In story
15 decıpherable through comprehens1ıon of theır composıte reedal-
polıtical orlentations.

W.H ND, The Donatist Church: Movement of Protest In Roman North
Africa (Oxford, 336

See ANIELOU, Les Origines du Christianisme latın Histoire des Doctrines
Chretiennes Avant Nicee, Vol {17 (Parıs, Or SB the Englısh Vers1ion: The
Origins of Latın Christianity, trans and ed SMITH and AKER (Phıladelphia,

341-404
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The possı1bıilıty of plecıng together anı y SOTT of theologıcal
polıtıcal rationale oday wıthın the known hıstory of the Oonalıs COINl-

LrOVerSY 1S difficult endeavor, but it WOU ave een even LLIOTC
ON hundred YCals A Because of the consıderable advances made In
recCcons  cting the soclo-polıtical and ecCcOoNOMIC realhıties that Tame: the
ONnalıs WOT. partıcularly that of Paul Monceaux, W.H ren
and erge Lancel, ıt 15 possıble oday to arTıve al LINOTEC adequate
comprehens1on of the xternal forces that supplıe the basıs for the
ex1istence of Donatısm and ıts SUCCCSSCS

Corollary ıth the advances of those twentieth CENTLUrY SCNOI-
A1I5, LNOTC penetratıve reconstruction of the Donatıst theologıca
schema became possı1ble. hıs fact 15 v1ident in the breakthrough
research of Gary S, Peter Brown, and aureen Tilley, whı ave
een successful In plecıng together LNOTC coherent and satısfac-
LOTY aCCOUnNtT of the diverse rel1g10us motivatlions and undercurrents
al work wıthın Donatısm and Roman OT Afrıca, than has other-
WwIse een avaılable SINCE the time of Augustine of 1ppo in the
CenNturYy.

The time has COTMINC where it 1S Tınally feasıble the extfent
or1g1inal SOUTCES from Donatıst Chrıstians ıth the aforementioned
research into the soc1o-polıtical and theologıca. reahties of oUu and

CENTLUTY orth TI As such, the focus of thıs ll be 18
1dentify and artıculate Oonalıs (polıtical) eology.

As stated before, deducıng such polıtical eology (which has
heretofore een attempted SUC. 15 complıcated objective.

before thıs PTOCCSS Can be inıtlated, ıt 1S prudent IO declare hat
1S mean by “polıtical eology” wıthın the context of research.

By ““polıtical eology”, hope aVOo1d the endency of Alld-

VYZiIng the subject through dısproportionately hıstorical, theologiıcal,
polıtical method also seek bypass the TITeN of dısmıssıng time-

tested polıtical phılosophıes and theologıca. tradıtıons en al work
the or1gıinal SOUTCES, favor of anachronistic CVCI sımplıstic IJCVWV-

olutionary ıdeologıes.
stead, for thıs research, the description of polıtiıcal eology

provıde the wrıtings of Olıver O’Donovan works: G postulates
analogy-not rhetorical metaphor only, poetic image, but anal-
OSY grounded ealıty- between the aCTts of God and human acfts, both
of them takıng place wıthın the ONC publıc hıstory  335

ONOVAN, The Desire of the Natıons: KRediscovering the Roots of Polit-
cal I’heology (Cambrıdge,



TIHE EVOLUTION RESPONSETHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  203  So to extrapolate such an ‘“analogy” at work in Donatist sources,  I will first analyze the historical record of Donatism and then seek  from them scriptural themes, language, and theological models from  which a Donatist political theology can be reconstructed.  In particular, I will present the historical foundations of  Donatism since the phenomenon did not occur within a contextual vac-  uum. Then I will examine the beginnings of Donatist Christianity,  especially during the Great Persecution of 303-305 and more formally  in 311/12* with the controversial election of Caecilian.° Next, I will  highlight the interaction between Donatist partisans and Constantine  and his successors. Afterwards, I will illustrate the events surrounding  the reign of Emperor Julian and the innovations that Donatism engen-  dered in the closing decades of the fourth century, with particular atten-  tion given to the role of the Circumcellion movement and the militant  regime of Gildo. Finally, I will report the developments that occurred  in the opening decades of the fifth century which involved Augustine  of Hippo and the joint-effort of Roman Catholic and Roman Imperial  authorities to suppress the Donatist Church.  After examining the relevant events that a political theology  can be traced from, I will then explicate and synthesize the joint the-  ological-political substratum that is to be found within Donatist  sources and answer whether or not a political theology exists. From  this, a theological schema will be compiled that is two-fold, catego-  rized into the general theological categories of ecclesiology and escha-  tology. This eschatological ecclesiology described below will also  serve the purpose of illuminating Donatist foundational theology.® One  of the objectives of this research is to contribute, in part, to a more  thorough and expansive understanding of the core thought of the North  African church, which I argue was motivated by their eschatological  ecclesiology.  * W.H.C FREND and K. CLANCY, “When Did the Donatist Schism Begin? ” Jour-  nal of Theological Studies 27/1 (1977): 104-109.  > M. TILLEY, The Bible in Christian North Africa: The Donatist World (Min-  neapolis, MN, 1997), 10, 18; H. CHADWICK, “Augustine”, in The Cambridge History  ;f3 5arly Christian Literature, ed. F. YOUnG, L. AYRES, A. LOUTH (Cambridge, 2004),  © The concept of political theology as foundational theology is adapted from a  proposition of FRANCIS SCHLÜSSLER FIORENZA in which he argued that political the-  ology is constitutive of the overall theology in the Christian realm; see “Political The-  ology as Foundational Theology,” The Catholic Theological Society of America Pro-  ceedings of the Thirty-Second Annual Convention 32 (Toronto, 1977): 142-177.  Another illuminating article on the theological core of Donatism is: J. ALEXANDER,  “Donatistae”, in Augustinus-Lexikon 2, ed. C. MAYER (Basel, 1999): 622-638.203

So 18 extrapolate such °  analogy al work Onaltlıs SOUTCES,
ll first analyze the hıstorıical record of Donatısm and then seek

from them scr1ıptural themes, language, and theological models from
1C Donatıst polıtiıcal theology be reconstructed.

In particular, ll present the hıstorıical foundations of
Donatısm sSInce the phenomenon dıd nNnot ıthın contextual VaC-
uu hen 111 examıne the beginnıngs of Donatist Christianıity,
especlally during the TE al Persecution of 303-305 and INOTC formally
In 31 ıth the controvers1ıal election of Caecılıan.> Next, ll
hıghlıght the interaction between Oonalıs partısans and Constantıne
and hıs SUCCESSOTS Afterwards, 11l iıllustrate the events surroundıng
the re1gn of Emperor Julıan and the Innovatıons that Donatısm n_
dered the closıng decades of the OU century, ıth partıcular n_
tıon gıven 118 the role of the Circumcelhon and the mıiılıtant
regıme of Gildo Fınally, llIl the developments that OCCcUurred
in the openıing decades of the fıfth CENLUrY IC involved ugustine
of 1ppo and the Jomt-effort of Roman atholıc and Roman Imperı1al
authorıties (8) the OoOnalıs Church

After exXxamınıng the relevant events that polıtıcal eology
Can be traced irom, 11l then explicate and synthesize the Jomt the-
ologıcal-political substratum that 15 be found wıthın Donatiıst
SOUTCES and anlıswer whether OT noTt polıtıcal theology ex1Ists. From
thıs, theologıcal schema 111 be compiıle that 1s wo-Told, Catego-
rızed into the general theologıcal categorlies of ecclesiology and escha-
tology hıs eschatological ecclesiology described below 111 also
SEL E the PUTPOSC of ıllumınatıng Donatıst foundatıonal theology.® One
of the objectives of thıs research 1S 1{8 contrıbute, In part, ILOIC

Oroug: and expansıve understandıng of the COTC hought of the orth
Afrıcan church, which Was motivated by theır eschatological
eccles10logy.

W.H FREND and .LANCY, “ When Dıid the Donatıst Schism Begin? Jour-
nal of Theological Studies ZHI (1977) 104-109

ILLEY, The Bıhle In Christian North Afriıca The Donatist World (Miın-
neapolıs, 1 $ 1 HADWICK, Augustine”, The Cambridge History
of Early  432 Christian Literature, ed Y OUNG, ÄYRES, OUTH (Cambrıidge,

The concept of polıtıcal theology foundational theology 18 adapted TOmM
proposıtion of RANCIS CHLUSSLER FIORENZA In hıch he argued that polıtical the-
ology 1s constitutive of the overall theology in the Chrıstian realm; SCC °Polhtical Ihe-
ology Foundatıonal Theology, ” The Catholic I heological Soctety of America Pro-
cCeedings of the I hirty-Second Annual Convention (Toronto, 1a77
Another ılluminatiıng artıcle the theologıical OTC of Donatısm 15 ALEXANDER,
“ Donatıstae”, Augustinus-Lexikon 2’ ed MAYER (Basel, 622-638
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Furthermore, mındful that Donatısm W as not “monolıthic,
apocalyptıic communıty of PUTC st1ans seekıng martyrdom ””
statıc eology hıch in fact adapted and changed CIrcumstances
emande!‘ ılley9 how o0€s ONC explaın the evıdent decline

the publıc role and prestige of Donatısm throughout orth TICa
after the Councıl of 411 the arrıval of the Vandals 429 through
18 the A  ab Ooccupatıon In the seventh century ? Is it PTODCI SCVCN

speak of “declhine ” “collapse” of Donatısm at all? Is ıt poss1ıble
instead that the events commonly understood LO be the collapse of
Donatısm In the CeNtUrYy instead be SCCH correction the
polıtical eology of the Donatısts AWaY from the refuge of seekıng
be the offıcıally recognızed relıgıon of orth TICa (LE AWaVY
from ome and instead towards the tradıtional Afrıcan
Chrıistian theologıca understandıng of the Church seit ap irom
the fallen WOT Dy God?

By the end of thıs aDCTI, it 111 be clear how hıstory attests 18
Donatıst polıtical eology al work In the cho1ices of ıts membershıp.
ıll also be able anlswer whether the demise of Donatısm WAas, In

part, because of the rejection of theır OW polıtiıcal eology, namely
In the and espousal of Roman Imperı1al intervention hıch
provıde the basıs for the eventual suppression of ONnalıs Chrıstian-
Ity soc1al force orth TICA.

Liıkewise, by the end of thıs aDCTI, the hıstorical record and the-
ologıes al play ıll ave spoken for themselves. by exXxamınıng
ese respective elements In theır contex(t, intend aVO1d “the temp-
tatıon fo Impose academıc consistency ”® hat the SOUTCECS indı-
Cate about the dynamıc interchange that OCCcUurred In the Onaltıs Con-
LTOVeTSY, instead allowıng the VOlCces and OUTCES of Donatist orth
Afrıcans 18 reveal theır polıtical theology

I1 Y POLOGIES AND CATEGORIES

The hıstory of the Onatıs Controversy contaıns LLIOTC than
LLIICTIC E} places, and ates of INEIC schismatic the
rnnges of Romanızed orth Afrıca. TIhe Story of Donatısm contaıns

JILLEY, BCNA,
ROWN, *ST Augustine’s Attıtude Towards Relıg1i0us Coercl1on ”, Journal of

Roman Studies 64 9 263, reprinted Peter Brown, Religion and Society In the
Age of Augustine (London, 260-278



IHE DONATIST TITHEOLOGYTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  205  within its annals the pulse and life-blood of an entire culture which pre-  dated the Roman Empire’s presence in North Africa. This pulse was  manifested in the concrete beliefs and actions by North Africans  towards the end of the existence of the Western Roman Empire. These  actions and beliefs, when analyzed in connection with each other and  within their particular context, form the crux of what can be classified  as Donatist (political) theology.  This (political) theology is in no way abstract. It is to be found  specifically in the activities of Donatist Christians. In their actions,  beliefs, and faith a theology became realized in their late antique world.  In acting in accord with their faith, they made the Biblical God they  believed in intersect with their context, i.e., their time and place in the  world.  The manner with which the Donatists brought about their God’s  intersection with the world, ‘God’s acts and human acts in the one  public history’, can be categorized into two overarching and inter-  penetrating categories that are deducible to an ecclesiology and an  eschatology.  What will therefore be accomplished in this segment is the syn-  thesis of the said political theology from history into the three pre-  scribed categories. The result of such a synthesis will be a nuanced  method with which to peer into the theological depths of Donatist  Christianity. By identifying their political theology, readers will be  exposed to Donatist foundational theology as well.  $1. Two Cities / Societies  At the core of Donatist thinking was a foundational theology  which consists of two substrata: ecclesiology and eschatology. The  two categories are independently intelligible, but are also deeply inter-  connected and in fact contingent upon each other, thus forming an  eschatological ecclesiology.  All the other myriad examples of Donatists beliefs made man-  ifest in their history, that were often endemic to North African  Christianity, e.g., rebaptism, emphasis on/ and pride in martyrdom  and purity, insistence on the integrity of the Church and the sacra-  ments, episcopal collegiality, and separation from secular authority  (Le., Rome), and the frequent sources of division and contention  are not in and of themselves constitutive of their political/ founda-  tional theology but rather derivative of Donatist eschatological  ecclesiology.205

wıthın ıts annals the pulse and lıte-blood of entire culture hıch PIC-
dated the Roman Empıire’s in orth Afrıca Thıs pulse W as
manıfested in the nNncreife beliefs and actıons by (0)8 Afrıcans
towards the end of the ex1istence of the Western Roman Empıre These
actıons and belıefs, when analyzed connection ıth each other and
wıthın theır partıcular context, form the CIU of hat Can be classıfıed

Donatiıst (polıtical) theology.
hıs (polıtica) theology 1S In WaY abstract. It IS 118 be OUnN!

specıfically In the actıvıtles of Donatıst Chrıstians In theır actıons,
belıefs, and al theology became realızed theır ate antıque WOT

actıng in accord ıth theır al they made the 1DI1Ca God they
belıeved In intersect ıth theır context, 1Le.; theır time and place in the
WOT

The INannerTr ıth 1C the Donatıiısts brought about theır
intersection ıth the WOT. God’s aCcts and uman aCcts the ONC

publıc hıstory Can be categoriızed into [WO overarchıng and inter-
penetratıng categories that dICc deducıble fo ecclesiology and
eschatology

What all therefore be accomplıshed in thıs segment 1s the SyM-
thesıs of the saıd polıtical eology from story into the three PIC-
scrıbed categorIes. Ihe result of such synthesı1s 11l be nuanced
method ıth 1 7 6x PCCI into the theologıcal depths of Donatıst
Chrıistianıity. By ıdentifying theır polıtıcal theology, readers ıll be
exposed LO Onalıs foundational theology ASs ell

S1 Iwo Cities Societies

At the COIC of Donatıst thınkıng Was foundatıonal theology
7 F consısts of {WO substrata: ecclesiology and eschatology. The
[WO categories independently intellıg1ble, but also deeply inter-
connected and in fact contingent upon each er, thus formıing
eschatologıica: ecclesi0logy.

All the er myrıa examples of Donatısts beliıefs made INan-
1168 in theır hıstory, that WeTC often endemic or Afrıcan
Chrıstianıty, C rebaptısm, emphasıs on/ an pride in martyrdom
an purıty, insıstence the integrity of the Church and the 1Ad-

9 ep1scopal collegıalıty, and separatıon irom secular authorıty
(LE ome), and the frequent SOUTCES of divisıon and contention
dIiIC not in and of themselves constitutive of theır polıtical/ founda-
t1ıonal eology but rather derıvatıve of ONnalıs eschatologıca
ecclesi0logy.
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More specıfically, the [WO theologıca. categorl1ae inform COMN-

““superstructure, ” that provıde cContext In the orth Afrıcan
WOT. wıthın 1C the Donatıst God and the revelatıon of whom
could ntie into the ‘publıc Story of theır nıche In ate antıque CIV-
iılızatıon. Thıs superstructure ” be identified most sımply in [WO
allegorical cıtles socıetles. orth TIcCan tradıtıon clearly 111US-
ate the adıcal dıfference between those who had accepte: the tra-
dıtıon of hrıst ıth deep, abıdıng faıth in the Word of God and
those who WeTC at best 1gnorant of hrıst and 9 actıve SC-
Cutors of ıt. Theır eschatologıca ecclesiology pıtted the communıty of
al aM ONS whom the Holy Spirıt dwelled and enabled theır under-
standıng of the crıptures, who made God present in theır mıdst by
eIr immediate PICDAIC for hrıst’'s second comıng
(eschaton) agaınst cıty of the WOT In ıts shadow, populated Dy
those who ave not entered ark of salvatıon and WeTiIC hreat-
ened ıth damnatıon.

order 18 advance INOTEC certaın comprehensıon of the °two
cıtıes’ superstructure the Context wıthın 1C Onatıs polıtical/
foundatıona eology (categorically dıvided into ecclesiology and
eschatology) ourıshe thıs ll synthesıze Onalıs eSCNaTtOl-
OS Y and ecclesiology separately theır composıtional elements. The
result ll be that nuanced theologıical/ stor1cCa approac under-
standıng the Onalıs phenomenon 1S approprliated.

Donatıst eology of the Church (ecclesiology)
The notion of the nature of the Church in orth TICA had

long per10 of gestation, datıng back LO al least Tertullıan and POS-
sıbly before hım Already the late second and early thırd centurIies,
the concept of the Church alternatıve LO the rest of the WOT
had evolved In nucleo. By the time of Augustine, Onatlıs eccles10-
ogıcal notions had changed consıderably the needs of orth
Afrıcan Chrıstians changed.? Nonetheless, the belief in the Church
opposed {O the world persisted In Varlıous degrees Donatısts’
eschatologıca. notions expande and contracted 4SE': exterilor
PTITCSSUTCS

Donatıist ecclesiologıical notions ranged TOM of being the persecuted
church of the being God’s chosen collecta of God And it W as the image
of collecta that served the definıtive and sustalnıng image for Donatist Chrıistian-
Ity; TILLEY, BCNA, 178
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Ihe hıstorıical ONnalıs understandıng of the Church Can be
dıvyıded 1Info roughly [WO over-lapping models the church of the I1aTl-

LyrIS and A the COllectia of Israel I hıs section 111 focus those mod-
els ıth the MO of the church of the martyrs examıned first

Before (iırta
SCOTEes and decades before the Donatısts °drew lınes the

orth Afrıcan sand’ 305 er the TE Al Persecution 10 ere ex1isted
theology of the Church deeply rooted the MO of the Martyrs and
the Scriptures

Tertullıan the grandfather of Donatısm elaborated uDON the
Latın Afrıcan eology he had er1ıte and helped pa creafte 12

Already the early thırd TUrYy he artıculated VISION of the Church
“the rıde of hrıst wıthout SpotL wrıinkle ”> 13 1Cular CAal‘ W ds

LO emphasıze the separateness of the church from the WOT
1C included takıng safeguard sacramental hlıfe 1C-
ularly the rıte of baptısm 14 and extolling the hero1c MO of the

15 For ese early Donatısts defending the ntegrıty of
theır faıth W as deadly SCIIOUS affaır 16 JIhey WeIC prepare and
exhorted to rally for theır fraternitas of truth of "“two three gath-
ered together the of the pır > 17

JTertullıan bolstered ese ideas ıth hIs integration of Roman
methods of ınterpretation of the 18 TOmM thıs SOUTCE they found
the crıptures 18 be revealed them through the Spırıt dırectly theır
1Ircumstances 19 He Iso adopted form of typologıca. interpretation

part of hıs approac to the bıblıcal lıterature 20 whereby AaCCOUNTS of
the past COUu ıllumınate the CITrCUmMsSLaANCES of the present the future

IILLEY CNA
11 IILLEY ‘“'CThe Ascetic Body and the (Un) Makıng of the World of the Mar-

Lyr Journal of the Amerıican Academ,y of Religion 59/3 (1991) 467 479
TILLEY COCNA FE
YPRIAN De Pudicitia 2 ..  NOn habentem maculam aut rugam Gesta COl

lationis Carthaginenstis 111 258
ERTULLIAN De Baptiısmo and De Exhortatione Castiıtatis WILLIS

Saıint Augustine and the Donatist Controversy (London, 145- 14 /
15 (UYPRIAN, De Pudıicıtia,

CSSCIHNCC, Chrıistian mMust be prepared defend 0)41> faıth wıth ONC OW)
lıfe; RTULLIAN, De Spectaculis, 1, ““Chrısti1anos, expeditum mortI1 NU: ABERTUL-
LIAN Scapulam Nos haec 1910)81 iimere sed ultro

TERTULLIAN Apologeticum
ILLEY CNA A
Matt and Acts
IILLEY COCNA
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In 9 time Was collapsed.*' The eschaton prophesied ou In the
Scriptures W ds$s longer somethıing of the dıstant future but possıble
NO evidenced by the unprecedented experlence of martyrdom for
h1s communıty.““

Tertullhan’s nuanced approac to typologıca interpretation of
crıpture Was partıcularly effective aft enlısting potent models for the
Church He found eterT, Paul, an the postles be exquısıte
examples of spırıtual authorıty codıfied In the Chrıistian faıth by
theıir efficacıous martyrdoms, carrıed Ouf in obedience the
Spirit.“

orth Afrıcan eccles1al eology W ds advanced further durıng the
ep1scopate of Cyprıan (248/249-258).? The Bıshop of Carthage made
consıderable developments the adıtı1ıon through h1ıs experlence of PCI-
secution the re1gn of Emperor Decı1ıus. As result of OSse persecutions,
enhanced attention W dads placed notions such the PUT1LYy of the
Church, the dıstinguishing dıfferences een the Urc and the WOT.
and the exemplıfıcatıon of the MAarTtYyTS pronouncıng the comıming of the
re1gn of hrıst (eschaton) ıth the of the of the
Spirit.”

yprıan 1kew1lse contriıbuted 18 the formatıon of ONnalıs the-
O1lOgY through hıs continuatiıon and NUANCEMEN of the orth Afrıcan
1DI1Ca hermeneutic. It 1S certamly irue that Cyprıan W as heavıly

18 Tertullhan’s influence:; nonetheless he dıverged In how the
W as to be reappropriated for hıs church.2® For ONC, Cyprıan

posıted the continued inspıratıon of the Spiırıt In the lıfe of the
Church.?/ hıs specıfically SaVC shape {O the ater Donatıst model,

21 TILLEY, CNA\,
TILLEY, BCNA, 472-4%

23 J ERTULLIAN, De Pudicıtia, “Paulum., columnam immobile disciınarum. ”
RTULLIAN, De Fxhortatione C astıtatis, 4, ““Proprie Nnım Apostolı Spirıtum sanctum
habent.

TILLEY, BCNA,
(CYPRIAN, Epistula, 763
Among the INanı polnts where Cyprıan adopted Tertulhan’s bıblıcal method-

ology and theologıcal speculatıon WEeIC hıs belıef the unıty of the Bıble (albeıt for
Cyprian there W ds>s hıerarchy ın the Bıble Irst the Gospels, then epistles, and
then the O1) hıch confirmed and schematızed typologıes for the Church:; FAHEY,
Cyprıan and the Bible Study In I’hird-Century Exeges1is, Cyprian and the Bıhle

Study In T’hird-Century Exegestis (Tübingen, JT’00, Cyprıan accepted that
the Bıble Was the volce of the Spirıt influencing the wriıter, Ep 5 T: Thıs aspect
allowed for the iıllumınatıon of alludıng hrıst the ©) especlally the
relatiıonshıp between (G0d and hıs natıon Israel, the collecta, (CYPRIAN, De Catholicae
Ecclesiae Unitate, 27 De Lapsıs 1 Dominica Oratione, 1 Ep 58Ü1: Ep 3517

CYPRIAN, Ep 66.10; PONITUS, 1ta Cyprianl, 1275



EVOLUTION THEOLOGYTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  209  whereby it was viewed that the Spirit rendered communication in inter-  preting texts. The needs of the community would be able to be guided  in their changing circumstances.??  Secondly, Cyprian concluded that Scripture did not provide  anecdotal evidence for living a just life, but actually gave God’s com-  mands.?? This meant that the life and thought of the Church was able  to be directed by the orders of God. This concept too would be used  liberally by Donatists later, as was his facile use of the Bible as a uni-  fied text.39  Cyprian’s system of biblical interpretation proved to be a potent  mix, especially when combined with the literal and typological read-  ing of the Bible he had inherited from Tertullian.  Perhaps one final remark about Cyprian’s contribution to the  ecclesiological tradition of Donatism would be about the bountiful  examples of typologies he integrated into the tradition of the North  African Church. For Cyprian, the figures in the Old Testament were  not only types for the New Testament but also for his congregation.?!  So not only were Christ, the sacraments, and the Church rooted typo-  logically speaking,*? but so were the martyrs.?® For Cyprian, like Ter-  tullian and later the Donatists, the martyrs had a position of authority.  However, it was not simply by the fact of martyrdom that martyrs  were attributed authority, but because they were like the disciples, i.e.,  aided by the Spirit:  Beware of people; for they will hand you over to the assemblies and  they will flog you in their synagogues. And you shall stand before  kings and officials giving testimony to them and to the nations for my  sake. And when they hand you over, do not think about how or what  you shall say. What you are to say will be given to you at that time.  For it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who is speak-  ing in you.*  28 TILLEY, BCNA, 31-32.  29 P. MONCEAUX, Histoire Litteraire de l’Afrique Chretienne Depuis les Origines  Jusqu’a l’Invasion Arabe. Tome Deuxieme. Saint Cyprien et Son Temps (Paris, 1902),  H8317  30VTELEY, BCNA; 32°  31 CyPRIAN, Ad Fortunatum 4.  32 Tilley points out that Cyprian found a basis in the OT for among other things:  (1) baptism, Ep. 69.2, Ep. 79.11, Ep. 70.1; (2) Christ, Testimoniorum 1.8, 2.1;  Ep. 63.6; (3) Eucharist, Ep. 63.3, 4-6, 11; (4) priesthood, Ep. 59.4, 5, Ep. 77.4; (5) the  Church; Test: 1.19, 1.20:! Unit. 4} Dom- S, Ep. 74.01 7515  33 CYPRIAN, Ep. 59.5-6.  34 Matt.10:17-20 in CYPRIAN, Ep. 10.3-4; cf. Ep. 57.5, 76.5.209

whereby ıt W as viewed that the Spırıt rendered communıcatıon inter-
preting exXis Ihe needs of the communıty WOU be able {O be gu1ded
in eIr changıng circumstances.?2®

econdly, Cyprıan conclude that crıpture dıd not provıde
anecdotal eviıdence for lıviıng Just lıfe, but actually SaVC COMM-
mands.?? hıs that the hıfe and hought of the Church W as able
18 be directed by the orders of God Ihıs CONcept LOO WOU be sed
lıberally Dy Donatists ater, W as hıs facıle UsSsec of the un1-
fıed text.>0

Cyprıan  S System of bıblıcal interpretation proved be potent
mMI1X, especılally when combıned ıth the ıteral and typologıca read-
ıng of the Bıble he had inherited from Tertulhan.

Perhaps ON fınal remark Oou Cyprıian’s contrıbution the
ecclesiologıica tradıtıon of Donatısm WOU be OoOu the bountıful
examples of typologıes he integrated into the tradıtıon of the orth
Afrıcan Church. For Cyprian, the fıgures in the Old Testament WeTe
not only for the New Testament but also for hıs congregation.?!
So not only WeTEe hrıst, the sacraments, and the Church rooted LypoO-
logıcally speakıng,”“ but WeTEC the martyrs.>° For yprıan, 1ıke TeTtT-
ullıan and ater the Donatısts, the martyrs had posıtıon of authorıty.
However, it W as notL sımply Dy the fact of martyrdom that Martyrs
WeIC attrıbuted authorıIity, but because they WeTITC 1ıke the dıscıples, 1.e.,
a1ded Dy the Spirıt

Beware of people; for they all hand yYOoUu OVCTI the assemblies and
they all flog yOUu in theır SYNASOYUCS. you stand before
kıngs and officıals g1ving testimonYy them and 16 the natıons for
sake when they hand yYOUu OVCTI, do nNOLT hınk about how OT what
VOoUu SaYy What yOou Sa Yy 111 be given to yYOUu al that time
For ıt IS nNnOTLt YOU who speak, but the Spırıt of YOoUr Father who 15 speak-
ing in you.**

28 JTILLEY, BCNA\, 31-372
ONCEAUX, Hıstoire T ıtteraıre de l’Afrique Chretienne Depults les Origines

Jusqu "Invasıon Arabe 1ome Deux1eme. Saıint Cyprien el Son T emps (Parıs,
317/

J ILLEY, BCNA\,
(UYPRIAN, Fortunatum
Tilley pomts Ouft that Cyprıan found basıs in the for AInoNS other thıngs:

(1) baptısm, Ep 69.2, Ep 79.11, Ep #0.10 (2) Christ, Testimoniorum 1 20
Ep 63.6; (3) Eucharıst, Ep 63.3; 4-6, LIE (4) priesthood, EpD 59.4, 3: Ep TE (5) the
Church, est. F9, 1.20; Unıit. 4, Dom 5’ Ep 74.D1 70

(CYPRIAN, Ep 59.5-6
Matt.10 17/7-20 In YPRIAN, Ep 10.3-4; cf. Ep Y 76.5
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Cypriıan  S avoriıte VeTrTsSCSs he codıfied the orth Afrıcan belief
In being irue interpreters of the Word of God, 1ving CXC-

ges1s.”” For yprıan the Church 1Ss rooted ıts present experience ıth
typologıes of the martyrs. Abel, the three youths in anıel, the Mac-
cabean TOLNETS WeTe mOodern-day examples of martyrs.?®©
Theıir posıtıon W as forecasted in the words of the prophets, presented
Dy Jesus hrıst, performed Dy the apostles, and made manıfest COIMN-

temporarYy orth Afrıca through the advocacy of the Holy Spirit.?”
The final per10d of development for the orth TICan 16 W of

theır Church the persecuted ark of salvatıon OCcurred the SpPan of
time between Cyprian  S ea and roughly the Great Persecution
3-3

The erary record of martyrdom AaCCOUNTS of the time indicates
certaın degree of solıdıfiıcatıon around the identificatıon of the

Church 1ıth martyrs. In short, persecutıon became fo be SCCHN
mark of the irue Church the fledgling Chriıstians make of
persecutıon and to define path WI1  stan: theır triıbulations.®®

As W as found above ıth Tertullıan, the Passıo Perpetuae W as
ecrucı1al artıculatıng understandıng of the Church TOUDIE times.
The Passıo establıshed the Onalıs lıterary SCHIC, partıcularly ıth
ıts rich applıcatıon of 1DI1Ca imagery of the ast Days eschato-
logıcal ecclesiology Was emphasızed In thıs early orth TICAN work,
replete ıth 1DI1Ca imagery of the Devıiıl and ıth the idea that the
.  end of days Was NO upPON them. The Martyrs assumed the role of
the latter-day saınts, and the church of these W ds assured of
protection the elect of God .40

ater In the thırd CeNLUrYy evidence surfaces that the orth
Afifrıcans 1E W of ecclesiology egan change irom hıgher tOo lesser
eschatology OmMMeNsUuUrate ıth the realıty of avıng persıist day
after day wıthout the certaiınty of martyrdom.“'

TOmM the Vıta yprıanı and Acta Proconsularia the
eschaton became less of immediıate realıty it Was the Passıo

IN4EY.; BCNA,
(CYPRIAN, Ep 10.4; Ep 58R
(CYPRIAN, Ep 10  D
Tilley indıicates that the Bıble W as crucılal for the Donatists the per10d LOO

it provıded imagery and theologıcal depth NECCECSSATY keep the Christians unıted and
able comprehend theır sıtuation the ace of danger; TILLEY, BCNA, 41,

Passıo Sanctarum Perpetuae el Felicıtatis, The Cts of the Christian Mar-
LYFS, tran:  Nn MUSURILLO (OxfTford, 4  r 12.15J: 20.10

Pass Perp.
41 TILLEY, CNA\,
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Perpetuae but nonetheless the centralıty of the m.  T: remaıned CSDC-
clally the example of Cyprıan explaıned through the uUuse of 191  S

typologıes the mınıstratıon of the angels Danıel elaborate
yprıan er dependence God the suffering of Job the works of
Toblas the relhlance of Elıjah God 473 and eVCN hrıst pPasS1ıON
the model for yprıan especılally the temptation {O flee persecution
and death, the arres the garden, and examınatıon by the Roman
officıal before the crowds.

Ihe transformatıon mMO of the Church d quotidian real-
W as furthered Contemporary document the Passıo Sanctorum

Aarlanı el TIacobı Although thıs Numidıan aCCOount from (irta
utilızes eschatologıcal terms sımılar those the Passıo Perpetuae such
N epıdemi1cs mcalls atter-day Saınts earthquakes plagues and
horsemen of the apocalypse the aCCoOount ers from ancestral STOTIES Dy
1fs clearly Cyprianıic infiluence whereby the martyrs WEIC credite: nOoTL
only for theır self-sacrıfice but also because of theır CONLNUuaAatLION of ICV-

elatory prophecy and the VICAar10O0Uus contrıbution of strengthenıng Chrıs-
t1ans for the path ahead by theır example hıch indıicates that martyrdom

beginnıng understood d UNNECCCSSALY for the continuatıon of the
Church 45

h1ıs transıtıon W as reıiterated by another Proconsular
ACCOUNL of the iiıme The Passıo Sanctorum ontanı el Lucıl evidences

Cal Comp ete change from WOITICS about extfer10r threats the
Church and instead focuses internal fissures rent by the eV1 the
V1 One responsıble for nter10r schıisms wıthın the ıstıan COIMN-

MUnNILY By thıs ıme the Martyrs WETC sed to emphasızıng
endurance the end and solıdarıty me of STrTeESSsS 2947 the VCAars

Cta Proconsularıa 3/3 CAI) ONTIUS 1ta Cyp 11 TILLEY CNA

43 'ONTIUS 1ta Cyp 11
'ONTIUS 1ta Cyp 14-138
Tilley illustrates thıs pOo1nNt wıth dırect reference TOM the Passıo Sanct Mont

Luc (10 11 18r MURSILLO Cts of the Chrıstian Martyrs 196) “ When they
WEIC the of 111 theır sublıme struggle agaınst the distresses of cruel
world and agaınst the pagan onslaughts il W das theır wısh that theır battle which they
had joined under the influence of the Spiırıt heaven should communiıicated theıir
fellow CIHUzZzeENS through they dıd thıs not because that wanted the glory of the
martyr s be arrogantly broadcast, but rather that the ordınary ICI SIC who
constituted (G0d’ people mıght be VCMN strength ı the test of faıth by the sufferings
of those who had SONC before. ”

Pass Sanct. Mont Iuc 11 1425 (MURSILLO cCts of the Christian
Martyrs S 26)

Ihe Pass Sanct Mont Luc indıcates completed break TOM the earher Oorms
of STOTIES 1l uUses apocalyptic INCSSaSC nstead dSC the Ly of the
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dırectly before the (Cırta councıl 305, the early development of orth
Afrıcan ecclesiology had concluded What had heavıly
apocalyptic eschatology-focused conception of the Church defined Dy
ıts had gradually changed into Urc that relhıed heavıly
bıblıcal models for stabılıty. At the Samınııec time that being Christian

publıc became INOTE common-place, ıt Iso {O become 1ICC-

CSSarYy for Chrıstians dıstinguıish themselves Irom the rest of the
WOT Thıs 1s observable the ast specımens of storl1es the
pre-Cırta CTa

TIhe Acta Maxımuiliani provıde acCount of Roman
oldıer who W as executed for refusıng continue hıs servıce the
Empıre and hence commıt iıdolatrous aCct “I 1g for
Chriıstjan. 48 Bıblıcal imagery Was sed 8 Support the separatıon of
Chrıistians from the WOT thıs CasSC, Maxımıilıan COu not bear the
milıtary Insıgn1a for ore the mark of hrıst Just the saınt In the
ook of Revelatıion.“? At the Samne time Mauretanıa, the Acta Mar-
celli described another oldıer wh forthrightly renounced hıs duty
Rome to aVO1d ıdolatry through the symbolıc publıc divestment of hıs
milıtary unıform. stead of resorting 18 the typologıies past martyr
StOTIES that ent ONcC to passıvely accept Cal the Acta Marcelli placed
sıgnıfıcant ımportance Maccabean ypO10gYV for ıts defiant sStan:
agamst Ooppression and confident confession ofal teedal form. .°
Thıs of bold actıon {O sState persecutıon W as

lıterary water-shed for orth Afrıca.>1

community, the example of Cyprian 1S used aAaDPCASC the fear of execution (Pass
Mont Luc 21 SEL MURSILLO, cts of the Christian Martyrs, 234), the Go0od hıef al
Jesus’ Passıon who asked be remembered when Jesus entered hıs kıngdom 15 typol-ogized (Pass Mont Luci ell the Maccabean matrıarch and the hem-
orrhagıng WOImNan (Pass Mont. Luc 16.3-5: URSILLO, Cts of the
Chrıstian Martyrs, 230), and the three youths Danıiel (Pass Mont Luc 3 MUR-
SILLO, cCts of the Christian Martyrs, 216) SCIVC of confidence and
endurance under the of death

4® Cta Max. MUSURILLO, cCts of the Christian Martyrs, 244)
Rev Cta Max. URSILLO, cts of the Christian Martyrs, 246)

Macc. 713 and Macc. 9 Pass Mont. Luc 14.1 (MURSILLO, Cts of
the Christian Martyrs, 226)

51 IThıs bold actıon W as followed another contemporary document, the cCts
of Saıint Felix Bıshop and Martyr, based the Great Persecution in 303 Although
the bıblıcal typologıes on prıor documents Was absent, it strongly followed
the developing tradıtiıon found the Cta Marcelli wıth the document’s insıstence
deflance the ace of persecution and the continued CINCTISCHNCEC of the theme of the
separatıon, and indeed superlor1ty, of the Christian faıth Ver the secular world Thıs
1S partıcularly Jear the dialogue between Felıx and hıs Roman interrogator Mag-nıllıanus: ‘Magnılıanus the cCurator sald, “T OVCTI whatever books parchments VOoUu
have  27 Felıx the bıshop saıd, S have them but won ’ t {u:  S} them Over. ” Magnılıanus



IHE EVOLUTION DONA TIST IHEOLOGYTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  213  By the time of composition of the final two martyr stories before  the Great Persecution, ecclesiological considerations had driven the  authors of the Acta Crispinae (303/304) and the Passio S. Typasii Vet-  erani to all together ignore martyrdom as Christians began to deepen  their sense of the nature of the Church define by their identity of sep-  arateness from the saeculum, which essentially replaced the role of the  C  martyr.°?  2.-After Cirta  After the Council of Cirta (305) the outrage felt by the sup-  porters of the recent martyrs and confessors towards the oppressors  and cooperative clergy manifested itself in a split that formally matured  into schism in 311. This split pitted agitated North African Christians  who, in line with their tradition, were growing apart from the secular  world against a minority who saw the future of the church at peace  with the temporal regime.  The split between these groups was also definitive in articulat-  ing the desire of separation from the world in North African ecclesi-  ology. The central description of the moment in Donatist history is  preserved in the Acts of the Abitian Martyrs (Passio Ss. Dativi, Sat-  urini presbyteri et aliorum).°® The martyrdom account, which actually  fails to describe the actual martyrs’ executions since martyrdom had  become less emphasized in place of ecclesial separateness by that time  (304-311),4 evidences a distinctive change in how the Church was  beginning to be understood. Not only did the incident described in its  pages spur the rise of two churches but also concretized ‘“Donatist  self-identity and provided the impetus for a hermeneutical shift that  ensured the survival of the Donatist “church of the martyrs” long after  there were no more martyrs. ”>  The Acts of the Abitinian Martyrs captured this hermeneutical  shift by reporting the complete division between true Christians and  the curator said, “It is better for me to be burned in the fire than the sacred scriptures,  because it is better to obey God than any human authority (Acts 5:29).” Magnilianus  the curator said, ‘“ What the emperor ordered takes priority over what you say.” Felix  the bishop said, “The Lord’s command takes priority over human authority”, The  Acts of Saint Felix Bishop and Martyr $3, in M. TILLEY, Donatist Martyr Stories:  The Church in Conflict in Roman North Africa. Translated Texts for Historians, vol. 24  (Liverpool, 1996), 9-10.  52 TILLEY, BCNA, 48-50.  5 TILLEY, DMS, introduction, XI  M TILLEY, BCNA, 58.  5 TILLEY, BCNA, 11.213

By the time of composition of the final {[WO Martyr StOrI1es ore
the TEA Persecutıion, ecclesi0logıcal cons1ıderations had drıven the
authors of the Cta Crıispinae (303/304) and the Passıo I ypasıl Vet-
eranı all together 1gnore martyrdom Chrıstians egan deepen
eIr of the nature of the Church define Dy theır ıdentity of SCP-
arateness irom the saeculum, 16 essentlally replace: the role of the
martyr.>*

er Cirta
After the Councıl of ırta the ouftrage felt Dy the SUP-

porters of the recent and confessors owards the ODPICSSOIS
and cooperatıve clergy manıfested ıtself sphı that formally matured
into sch1ısm In 31 Thıs sphı pıtted agıtate: orth TICAN Chrıstians
who, in lıne 1ıth theır tradıtıon, WCIC grow1ing ap from the secular
WOT agaınst minorIı1ty who Sa the future of the church al
1ıth the empora regıme.

IThe sphı between these STOUDS W ds also definıtive in ıculat-
Ing the desıre of separatıon from the WOT In orth Afifrıcan eccles1-
O1l02VY The entral descr1ıption of the MOMent in ONnalıs hıstory 15
preserved in the Cts of the Ahıtian Martyrs Passıo SS Datıvi, Sat-
uUFrInl presbyteri el aliorum).”® The martyrdom acCCoun(, 16 actually
alls describe the actua martyrs executlions SInce martyrdom had
become less emphasızed In place of eccles]jal separateness by that time
304-311),>° evidences dıistinctive change in how the Church Was

beginnıng be understood Not only dıd the incıdent described in ıts
SPUuI the 1T1SEe of [WO churches but also concretized ‘“ Donatıst

self-ıdentity and provıde the impetus for hermeneutical that
ensured the urvıval of the Donatıst °“church of the martyrs  29 long after
there WeIC LLIOTC martyrs. ”>

The Acts of the Abhıtinian Martyrs captured thıs hermeneutical
chıft Dy reporting the complete diıvisıon between ifrue sti1ans and

the Curaftor sald, “It 15 better for be burned the fıre than the sacred scr1ptures,
because it 15 better obey God than human authority Acts Magnıiılıanus
the CUuTraftfor sald, What the CINDCIOT ordered takes prlority VT hat yOoUu 27  Say Felıx
the bıshop sald, °"IT’he Lord’s command takes prliority VCT human authorıty  27  ’ The
Ci8S of Saıint Felix Bishop and Martyr 83 J ILLEY, Donatıst Martyr Stories:
The Church INn Conflict In Roman North Africa Iranslated eXTIs for Hıstorlans, vol.
(Liverpool, U}  >

JTILLEY, BCNA, 48-50.
JTILLEY, DMSS, introduction,
TILLEY, BCNA,
ILLEY, BCNA, ‚4%
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false )8(°N)J Lınes had certamly then een drawn the orth Afrıcan
sand, ıth eccles10logy intertwıned ıth condemnatıon of tradıtio
and the ımportance of the example of the martyrs The Donatısts had
kept the al fought and dıed for the Word of God and ave honored
the whıiıle the false Chrıistjans betrayed Church:

Ome fell from faıth at the erıitical mMoment Dy andıng UE to unbehev-
CTS the scr1ıptures of the Lord and the dıvine they COU
Uurne« unholy Ires But how INan 1L11OTIC preserving them avely
resisted by ireely sheddıing theır blood for them! When the devıl had been
completely eieate‘ and ruined and the Martyrs WeTITC filied wıth Nn
CNCC, bearıng the of Victory OVCT suffering, they se. wıth
their OWN blood the verdıct agalnst the traıtors and theır assoclates, reject-
ıng them from cCommunıonN of the Church. For it W as nNnOoT rıght that there
should Martyrs and traıtors the Church of at the Sdal1lıc time.°

fınal oray into thıs per10d hıghlıghts agaın the SrTOWINZ of
separateness characterıstic of Donatıst eccles10logy. The Passıo S Max-
Imdae, Donatillae, el Secundae (304) and the Sermo de DAaSSLONE SS Donatı
et Advocatı9[WO post-Cırta documents, provıde evidence of
clear MOVvemMeNn! the ecclesiological ansformatıon of Donatısm well

By the time ese wrıtings had arısen, eschatologıica. Janguage
OUN|! prevıously orth Afrıcan martyrdom CCOUNLTS had nearly dıs-
appeared and W ds made {O downplay the theme of unıty AMMONS
Chrıstians, INOTC the er than the former.>/ As the OCCAS1ONSs
of martyrdoms decreased, the ONalıs rehlance the Bıble 18 under-
Stan: theır context AS large ordınary CiIrcumstances
increased.>°® TIhe Donatists defined theır church ıth 1DI1Ca typologıes
mean dıfferentiate themselves from tradıtores and the saeculum.
They dıd thıs through labelıng theır opponents scr1bes and Pharısees,
idolaters and worshıppers of Nebuchadnezzar,>? Calaphas,° udas,
pseudo-Chrısts and pseudo prophets.®! As the of sustaınınz
Donatıst SIOUD cohes1ı1on lessened oUg identificatıon ecclesia —

FOrum, these Chrıistians evamped theır ecclesiology be valıdated
through the crıptures ASs (OW) collecta, separate: from the ollıes
of the WOT

Cts of the Abıitinian Martyrs, Z TILLEY, DMS,
JTILLEY, BCNA, 63-
TILLEY, BCNA, 62-63
IDan Pass Max LEY, DMS, TILLEY, BCNA,
Matt. 26:63 Pass Max. (TILLEY, DMS, 2-60); JTILLEY, BCNA\,

61 Sermon (11ven the ASsSSLON of Saıints Donatus and Advocatus, (DMS ®)..
60:; A



IHE EVOLUTIONTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  215  B. The elect of God and Collecta of Israel  From the reign of the Christian Emperor Constantine to the  end of the fourth century the Donatists were forced to continually  streamline their raison d’&tre in a milieu where being a ‘Christian’  was becoming the norm in the Roman Empire.® Donatists in this  period found success in maintaining their church in both good and  bad times by solidifying their use of biblical typology of the Church  as the collecta of Israel who obeyed the Laws of God, separated  from those who did not.® Their church was a ‘garden enclosed, a  sealed fountain’ (Cant. 4:12),° the Ark of salvation (Gen. 6-9)  sealed against the outside world.® The Church is understood as the  ‘inside’ (intus) and the world as ‘outside’ (foris) with light, godli-  ness, and purity within and darkness, godlessness, and sin on the  outside in the world. The “darkness will not mix with light, gall  with honey; life will not mix with death nor innocence with  guilt... ”  For the Donatists at that point, the “sacred and secular were two  separate spheres, each contained within its own sociological milieu:  the Church of the pure face-to-face with a hostile, persecuting world,  with secular society and the Roman government, and with an apostate  Church which had come to terms with them. The ‘secular’ was irre-  trievably ‘profane.’”°7 In this context it was Donatist North Africa  where God and the Church resides (Habakkuk 3:3), and the north is  where the devil and the saeculum are found (Is. 14:15).°  1. Between Constantine and Parmenian  Between 346 and 348, the distance which North African eccle-  siology went in leaving behind the definition of their church as the  ecclesia martyrorum and in accepting their church as the collecta is  62 M. TILLEY, “Sustaining Donatist Self-Identity: From the Church of the Mar-  tyrs to the Collecta of the Desert”, Journal of Early Christian Studies 5:1 (Baltimore,  1997): 21-35.  63 TILLEY, BCNA, 65.  64 CYPRIAN, Ep. 69.2, 74.11; OPTATUS, De Schismate, 1.10; 1.13; AUGUSTINE,  Contra Cresconium grammaticum partis Donati 1.34-40, 1V.63.77. See also  R.A. MARrRKus, Saeculum: History and Society in the Theology of St. Augustine (Cam-  bridge, 1970), 112.  65 AUGUSTINE, Ad Catholicos Epistulae de Secta Donatistarum, 5.9.  6 AUGUSTINE, Contra Litteras Petiliani, 1.39.92.  67 MARKUS, Saeculum, 122.  68 H. CHADWICK, “Donatism”, in The Church in Ancient Society. From Galilee  to Gregory the Great (New York, 2001), 383.215

The elect of God an Ollecia of Israel
TOM the re1gn of the Chrıstian Emperor Constantıne the

en of the fourth century the Donatists WEeIC forced continually
streamlıne eIr ral1son TE  etre in mılıeu where eing st1an
W ds becomıing the NO in the Roman Empire.° Donatısts In thıs
per10 found SUCCESS in maıntamıng eIr church in both go0od and
bad times by solıdıfyıng eIr UuUse of 1DI1Ca ypOo10gYy of the Church

the COllectia of Israel who obeyed the Laws of God, separated
from ose wh dıd not.®© eIr church W dsSs garden enclosed,
sealed fountaın’ an the Ark of salvatıon (Gen 6-9)
sealed agalnst the outsıde world.®> The Church 15 understood the
‘“insıde) Intus) and the WOT. °‘outsıde)’ (forts) ıth 1g godlı-
NCSS, and purıty wıthın and darkness, godlessness, and SIN the
outside in the WOT The * darkness all not M1X ıth 1g gall
ıth oney; 1ıfe l not mM1X ıth ea 1910)8 iInnocence ıth
guilt  766

For the Donatısts al that poıint, the * sacred and secular WCIC {[WO
Sseparale spheres, each contaiıned ıthın its OW soclologıcal mıheu:
the Church of the PUTC ace-to-face ıth hostile, persecuting WOT.
ıth secular soclety and the Roman government, and ıth
Church 1C had COTMNC LO terms ıth them The “‘secular’ W ds 11Tre-
rievably ‘profane.’ ”/ In thıs context ıt W as ONnalıs orth Afrıca
where God and the Church resides (Habakkuk 3:3); and the north 15
where the eVvV1 and the saeculum AT OUN! (1Is

Between Constantıne and Parmen1an
Between 346 and 3458, the dıstance which orth TICan eccle-

s10logy went In leavıng behind the definıtion of theır church the
ecclesia martyrorum and in accepting theır church the CollecTla 15

JILLEY, ‘ Sustalning Donatıst Self-Identity: From the Church of the Mar-
LyrS the Collecta of the Desert”, Journal of ELarly Chrıstian Studies 5° 1 (Baltımore,

2435
JTILLEY, BCNA,
(CYPRIAN, Ep 69.2, ITA PTATUS, De Schismate, LADe 14535 AUGUSTINE,

Contra Cresconiıum grammatıcum partıs Donatı ® IV 63A7 See also
MARKUS, Saeculum.: Hıstory and Soctety In the Theology of St Augustine (Cam-

brıdge, BL
UGUSTINE, Catholicos Epistulae de Secta Donatistarum,
UGUSTINE, Contra Taıtteras Petiliani, 11.39.92
MARKUS, Saeculum, 17

HADWICK, ‘ Donatısm ”, The Church In Ancıent Socıety. From Galilee
Gregory the (Great (New Y ork, 3583
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evıdent they entered cycle of calm times ell times of mod-
eTrate turbulence from the [WO martyrdom ACCOUNTS from thıs
per10d, the Sermo de DASSLO Maxımıiuani el Isaac and the Passıo Bene-
dıcti Martyrıs Marcul:i eschatologıca. motifs aATIc used®? and

ıts place WCIC instead typologıes of the COllectia such the parable
of the laborers the vineyard 1-16), /° who aAic always
the alert („He SayS, < | sleep 11e heart eeps watch.?” [(Cant5:2;
Gen agalnst the Catholıic LYFANNUS and Carnifex ell the
Jews who had conspıred ıth idolaters./? Indeed, the watchword of
Donatısm had become separatısm ıth martyrdom 1Adl‘‘ and dıstant
realıty. /

The ast decades of the OU CENLUTY brought IIC  S challenges
the leadershıp of the Donatıst Church and the Sdadliııc irue for

ıts ecclesi0logy. Wıth the arrıval of Emperor Juhan and the subse-
quen ascensi1on of the ONalıs Church the maJor1ty relıg10n in
orth Afrıca, it became ımpossı1ıble uUse the Samıle ecclesiologıcal
paradıgms longer. As such, the church had to constantly redefine
iıtself hrough the notion of separateness from the WOT and the
worldly Catholıcs, the SINEe qua NON for the survıval of the OnNnalıs
Christians. *

er Parmen1an and the Councıl of Carthage of 411
Parmen1lan’s most sıgnıfıcant COonNirıbution W dsSs hıs ımplementa-

tion of policies LO ENCOUTALSC inclusıvıty towards non-Donatısts, INnCIuUd-
ng Rogatısts and Catholics The dotes eology of BParmen1an Was

attempt Dy Parmen1ı1an broaden the ecclesiology of the church
order that INOITIC COu enter into ıt, specıfically by rejecting the notion
of the Donatist Church ASs the church of the pure. ”> Ihe iıdea of church
of the PUIC W as deflated by Parmen1lan’s explanatıon that personal SIN,
partıcularly that of miınıster, W as of less ımportance in conferring

JTILLEY, CNA\,
Pass Maxiımianlı (DMS S11: JILLEY, BCNA,

F Pass. Maxımılanl (DMS 88; 5./ /0B); ILLEY, BCNA,
Macc. 7129 Matt. 26:57 In Passıo arculı G3 8.761A-B, 762B, 763D,

Passıo Maximianı (PD 8.769A); TILLEY, BCNA,
Tiılley emphasızes thıs pomt iıllustrate that Concepts such the church of the

PUTre and the church of had fallen Out ofb long before the Councıl of 41 1,
TILLEY: BCNA, 179

JTILLEY, ‘Donatus, Donatısm , Augustine Ihrough the Ages: An Ency-
clopedia, ed ITZGERALD (Grand Rapıds, MI, 786

JILLEY, BCNA\, IO1. 179



IHE EVOLUTION RESPONSETHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  217  valid sacrament. What was paramount was membership in the authen-  tic church, the one free of the stain of fraditio and the contagion of the  sons/ heirs of the traditores.’® And it is this church that is identifiable  by the dotes theology. Perhaps Parmenian’s contribution is best stated  in the following:  The significant advance Parmenian made was to provide in a well-  articulated form what had been heretofore only latent in Donatist  ecclesiology, that is, it is not the personal holiness but the ecclesial  affiliation of the minister of the sacrament that is necessary for  validity. ”7  The combination of Parmenian’s ecclesiological innovation  which strengthened the church position as the justifiable majority  church in Africa was enabled further by his enhanced usage of bib-  lically-based eschatology as a means of arguing for conversion to  Donatist Christianity immediately, as the hour of judgment was  sooner rather than later. Indeed Donatist theology under Parmenian  matured as God’s kingdom was to be realized in their immediate  4  context. 78  Tyconius followed Parmenian in attempting to adapt Donatist  ecclesiology to changing circumstances. Like Parmenian before him,  Tyconius acknowledged the reality of sin in the Church. In his Liber  regulorum, De Diable et corpora eius, Tyconius moved to state that  not only is sin a reality in the church, but actually an inherent element  of it. As surely as there is north and south, the Church has a bipartite  nature.”® This bipartite nature, consisting of two ‘peoples’ or “cities’  exists as if one body as a corpus permixtum until the separation of the  two cities or peoples at the Last Judgment, the eschaton.®° This find-  ing had pronounced results in advancing both for Donatist theology  and other Latin Christianities. Augustine, a Roman Catholic, would  adopt the ‘corpus permixtum’ concept into Catholic thought, claiming  its biblical basis. The permixta ecclesia was to be found in among  other places, Christ’s example of the parable of the tares interspersed  with the wheat in the Gospel of Matthew (13: 47-48).81  76 TILLEY, BCNA; 102-103, 106.  77 TmLEY/ BCNA: : 106:  78 For more on Parmenian’s eschatological ecclesiology, see TILLEY‚ BCNA, 108-  112  » TYcoNnIvs, Liber Regularum. Texts and Translations 31. Early Christian Liter-  ature Series 7, trans. W. BABCOCK (Atlanta, 1989), 87 (pp. 72-75).  80 MARKUS, Saeculum, 117.  81 AUGUSTINE, De doctrina christiana, II. 32.217

Vallı: cramen What WAas amoun Was membership the authen-
tiıc church, the OMIC free of the staın of traditio and the contagıon of the
sons/ eIrs of the traditores.'® And it 15 thıs church that 1s identifiable
by the Ooltes theology. Perhaps Parmen1lan’s contrıbution 15 best stated
in the following:

Ihe sıgnıfıcant advance Parmen1an made W as to provıde iın ell-
artıculated form what had een heretofore only latent in Donatıst
ecclesi0logy, that S it 1s not the personal holiness but the eccles1al
ailıl1ıatıon of the minister of the sacrament that 1s NECESSATY for
valıdity. /
The combinatıion of Parmen1an’s ecclesiological innovatıon

which strengthened the church posıtıon the Justif1able majJorIity
church In Afrıca Was enabled further by hıs enhanced of bıb-
lıcally-based eschatology of arguıng for Conversion
Donatıst Christianıity ımmediately, the OUr of Judgment W as
SOOoNeET rather than ater Indeed Donatıst eology under Parmenı1an
matured kıngdom W as LO be realızed in theır immediate
context. /®

Iyconıuus ollowe: Parmen1an in attempting {O adap Donatıst
ecclesiology LO changıng CIrcumstances. Iıke Parmen1an before hım,
Iyconıus acknowledged the realıty of SIN In the Church. hıs Liber
regulorum, De Diable el COFDOFa e1US, Iyconıus moved {o sSTatfe that
not only 1s SIN realıty in the church, but actually inherent element
of ıt As surely there 15 north and south, the Church has bıpartıte
nature. ”” Ihıs ıpartıte nature, consisting of [WO ‘peoples’ “cıtles’
exıists ıf OIMIC body 4S COFDUS permixtum until the separatıon of the
[WO cıtles peoples al the ast udgment, the eschaton.®0 Thıs fınd-
ıng had pronounced results in advancıng both for Donatıst eology
and other atın Christianıities. Augustine, Roman Catholic, WOUu
adop the "COrpUS permixtum’ concept into atholıc ought, Claımıng
ıts bıblical basıs. The permixta ecclesia Was 18 be found in
other places, COChrıst’s example of the parable of the ares interspersed
ıth the wheat the Gospel of Matthew (13 47-48).°)

JILLEY, BCNA, 102-103, 106
JJELEY/ CNA\, 106
For LLNOTC Parmen1lan’s eschatologıical ecclesi0logy, CC TILLEY, BCNA\, 108-

13279 CONIUS, Liber Regularum. Texts and Translations 31 Karly Chrıstian [ ıter-
ature Serles 77 trans ‚ ABCOCK (Atlanta, S / (pPp W

MARKUS, Saeculum, 1:1. 7:
X 1 AUGUSTINE, De doctrina christiana,
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Ihıs dualıty WOU fınd ıtself continually reappearıng in UguS-
tine’s hought Hıs ( ıvıtate Del 1s outstandıng example ıth ıts INns1Ss-
ence classıfıcatıons such the CLIVLItAS Del peregrine Shadowe by
CIVLtAS lerrend, [WO realıtıes in ONC exIistence untıil the return of hrıst

In thıs wıicked WOT. and ıIn these evıl days an reprobate mı1ın-
gled ın the Church wıth the g00d. Both arc iıt WeIC collected ıIn
the net of the Gospel; and thıs WOT'! SCa, both SW1M ogether
wıthout separatıon, enclosed the netl until brought ashore.®2

By the 1ına decade of the ou ntury, the ecclesiologıical
advances of Parmen1an and Tyconıus WEIC etarded AS the Donatist
Church and orth TICAa Sa  < unprecedented per10 of expansıon
of Donatıst empora. an atholıc ascendancy afterwards.

the short time between the ea of Parmen1an in 3072 and the Coun-
cıl of Carthage In Aalık: Onalıs ecclesiology endured serles of sei-
acC the 11Cc  S generatıon of leadershıp retreated from the pathways
of Parmen1an and Iyconıus and instead resorted earhıer eccles1al
model of ecclesia mMmartyrorum fo handle the ombıned threat of the
Catholıic Church and renewed imper1al intervention. Thıs development
Was al the heart of the SO-Calle defeat of Donatısm in 41 By refus-
ing remaın ODCH 18 the fact of being the 180  < maJorıty church and
adaptıng changıng Circumstances the 390s and 400s, Donatısm
W as unable do anythıng er than regressing. IThıs en! deeply
and unden1ably altecte: the ex1istence of Onalıs stians theır
daıly lıfe theır church became persecuted agaın; 1C deeply
affected ıts polıtical eology overall Only Dy regaınıng of
eing the collecta of Israel later the 410s and 4708 and beyond dıd
ONalıs Chrıstianıty regamn ıts ecclesiologıical, and hence polıtical-
theologıcal, bearıngs IC enabled ıts persistent ex1istence until the
arrıval of the Arab Invasıon the seventh CenturYy.

Eschatological Urgency
TIhe centralıty of Donatist ecclesiology reviewed in the PIC-

VIOUS section W as evıdent. Ecclesiology W ds al the he.  Z of Donatısm
and the SOUTCE of ıts theologıca dynamısm the [80118 and CECIN-

turıes the church responded ever-changıng reahıties. ıthout the

UGUSTINE, De CLVvitate Dei, XVUIL, For further analysıs the Donatist
influence Augustine, Nı the Tyconuus’ influence Augustine in

QOORT, Jerusalem and Babylon: Study Into Augustine s Cıty of God and the
SOurces of Hıs Doctrine of the [wo (ıties (Leıden, ch. 47 seCcT.
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Donatist Church’s eschatological eccles10logy, it WOUuU not ave een
poss1ible for the relıgıon 18 adap {O changıng firom persecuted m1nor-
ıty powerful majJorIıty, from the MO of ecclesia Martyrorum
{Oo the COllectia of Israel

But armed only ıth theır ecclesi0logy the Oonalıs st1ans
WOUu ave remaıned powerless agamst the attacks and INaNCeCUVOeIS of
the LNOTC powerftful and resourceful Romans and Catholics ere
Donatıst putL theır al into practice, made theır theoretica COIMN-

ponents of theır eology play Ouft theır context, and genumely real-
ized polıtical eology W as Dy actıng accord ıth theır esSCNaTtOlI-
OSY eschatology of UTSCHNCY. hıs eschatology 1C anımated
Donatıst ecclesiology and eology ole into polıtical eology
also had by-product the SOUTCEC of INan y of the controvers1ies that
the Donatısts encountered ıth the Catholics W as by passıonately
defending the faıth of salvatıon, matter of necessı1ity for the
Donatısts that 1SSUES such rebaptısm, eccles1al aITIılıalıon, the
integrity of ordınatıon., and especılally the actıvıtles of the Circumcel-
hones Calllc 118 the fore.

In thıs section, the Donatist eschatology l be analyze iın
ıts respectıve parts and manıfestations in order COMPp. ete the portraıt
of foundatıona polhıtical eology.

The integri of the Church
One of the drıving forces behind much of hat Donatısts sa1d

and dıd W as elIr trademark of ıiımmediacy In achlıeving theır
agenda, and thıs W ds> partiıcularly iIirue in artıculatıng theır esCNatoOol-
02y S3 Because ONnalıs eology held that Scripture W as guldıng
theır communıty In CIr ContemporarYy experıence follow
Law and because of eır collective experlıence of the unpredictabil-
1ty of encounter of martyrdom, the Church must adhere faıthfully
LO the Word of God and aCcTt ıf the ına OUur WeTC uDON them
hıs perhaps explaıns the eve of Sser10usness the Donatısts
employe ıle defending and adherıing fo the WaYy>S in IC
revelatıon and ll W ds actualızed in eIr time and place polıtı-
cal eology.

Parmen1an W ds>s perhaps the best example of Donatist who artıculated the
NCAaINCSS iımmediacy of Judgment Day See TILLEY, BCNA, E: ILLEY,
“ When Schism ecomes Heresy ate Antıquity: Developing Doectrinal Devılance
in the ounded Body of Hs} Journal f Early Christian Studies 151 (Baltımore,
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The Dıgnity of Ordınatıon and Sacramental Iransmiıssıon
Conference

Although the OpPI1C of the valıdıty of ordıinatıon W as hot-button
ecclesiologıical and sacramental subject from the time of the ırta
councıl ell after the Councıl of Carthage 41 I, it W as also
ticular COMNCEIN for the Donatısts’ eschatology. The whole dılemma of
whether church W as transmıiıttıng tradıtio Was COMNCEIN at
the time the Donatıst Church formally Sprang into ex1istence SCD-
arate entity and eached ıts moOost cultivated eXxpression ıth armen-
1an. TIhe CITOT that the traditores commıtted OCccasıoned the penetration
of SIN into the inner-lıfe of the Church profoun WaYy Ihose whı
opte agamst the Church, and instead for the WOT. had set themselves
outsıde the safe confines of salvatıon. the context where the ast
udgment W as much realıty than theıir atholıc counterparts
elleve ıt Was of the utmost ımportance LO rectify tradıtio rısk
damnatıon through disconnection from SIACC the n_
tal order.

Parmen1an led the development of Onalıs eschatology, and
ıth hıs ecclesiologıical work, relied agaın typologıical references
the He sed OMNC partıcular parable, the parable of the Vvine and
the branches (Jn 1-8) 18 emphasıze the necess1ity for Catholics
reCONNEC the vine’, the iTrue Church

Amongst other thıngs yYOUu |Parmen1an have saıld that the schismatıcs
| Catholı1cs, tradıtores| ave een Cut off, 1ke branches, firom the vine,
and they ave een reserved, mar' off for punıshment, 1ıke drıed
WOOd, for the 1res of hell Ithe ast Judgment].**
For the Donatısts WOTrTIES about the ast udgment WEeTC for the

present, nOoL the future Conversiıon W as NECCCSSATY ımmediıately!
Parmen1an Iso sed 1DI1Ca ypO10gY be unamb1ıgu0us in

allotting the des1gnatıon of the legacy of tradıtio the Catholics
orth TICA. Io Parmen1an the Catholıcs WeTeC “the chıldren of adul-
terers do noL STOW up...false shoots Canno strıke deep roots ”
(Wıs 16, Ihe SOMNS of the tradıtores, of oOse who forsake
the fountaın and dug broken Cisterns for themselves (Jer offer
sSsacraments that must be avolded 118 CSCaDC contamınatıon diırected
Dy (G0d nNnOoTt the o1l of the sınner anoımnt head’” (Ps 140:5):8/

Parmen1an quoted Dy PTATUS, De Schismate, KT  —
PTATUS, De Schismate,
UGUSTINE, Contra Epistulum Parmenianl,
PTATUS, De Schismate,



DEVOLUTION TITHEOLOGY RESPONSEZ  THE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  2. Rebaptism  Perhaps no other theological matter in the entire Donatist saga  sparked as much reaction and was as prolific as the rebaptism contro-  versy. In order to understand the reason behind why the Donatists so  adamantly defended the North African tradition of reconciling those  who had lapsed with a new baptism it seems that this too can be best  explained best within the Donatist eschatological context.  The vast array of baptismal typologies used by the Donatists  attests to their view that the Catholics had faulty sacraments and thus  no access to the means of salvation, but what these typologies also  attest to is the need for Catholics to come to be rebaptized as a mat-  ter of utmost urgency:  Heaven trembled because the people of God have done two malevo-  Jlent deeds: they have abandoned the fountain of living water and they  have dug for themselves leaky cisterns which cannot hold water.®®  For the Donatists, their political theology necessitated the gath-  ering-in of those Christians in the world who were baptized with “liv-  ing water which did not contain faith.”% The only solution, before it  was too late, was to bring into the Donatist Church those outside it typ-  ified in John 19:34, into the real body of Christ where the real water  of life flows.® This Body of Christ, the ark (Gen. 6:14), the walled in  garden (Cant.4: 12)°! is where one must be for the impending return of  Christ. With the greatest sense of urgency possible, Donatist political  theology motivated North Africans to bring about the conformity of all  in their lands to the one ‘“one Lord, one faith, one baptism. ”” With-  out a doubt, the matter of rebaptism is given a deeper meaning in the  long debate between the Donatists and Catholics when it is brought in  under the umbrella of the Donatist eschatological ecclesiology.  Augustine and the Catholic understanding of baptism was  starkly opposed to the Donatists’. From their perspective, baptism is  efficacious regardless of the dispositions of the minister because it the  channeled grace of God at work in the sacrament.”* It is this grace that  imposes an indelible mark on the baptized that is permanent like a  88 Jer. 2:13 in OPTATUS, De Schismate, 4.9.  89 Jer. 5:18 in AUGUSTINE, Cont. Ep. Parm. 2.10.20; AUGUSTINE, Cont. Cresc.  2.23.28; AUGUSTINE, Epistula ad Catholicos de Secta Donatistarum, 23.64.  9 AUGUSTINE, Ep. ad Cath. 24.68.  91 OPTATUS, De Schismate, 1.12; TERTULLIAN, De pud. 21.9; TERTULLIAN, Unit. 4.  % Letter to the Ephesians, 4:5 in AUGUSTINE, Cont. Cresc. 1.28.33 (353), AUGUS-  TINE, De Unico Baptismo contra Petilianum, 10.17.  933 AUGUSTINE, In Ioannis Evangelium Tractatus, 5.15; De baptismo, 1.10.15.Rebaptısm
Perhaps er theological atter in the entire Donatıst Saydq

sparked much reaction and W ds>s ASs prolıfıc the rebaptısm CONTITrO-
order LO understand the 1C4asOoMN behind why the Donatısts

adamantly defended the orth TICan tradıtiıon of reconcılıng ose
who had lapsed ıth 191%  S baptısm it that thıs 11070 Can be best
explaıned best wıthıin the Donatıst eschatologıcal ontext

Ihe ast aIrITaYy of baptısmal typologıes sed by the Donatısts
attests theır 16 W that the Catholics had faulty sacraments and thus

ACCO°Ss$ LO the of salvatıon, but hat ese typologıes also
attest 18 15 the eed for Catholics 18 COMNC fo be rebaptiızed mat-
ter of utmost UrsSCNCY.

Heaven TtTemMDIE: because the people of God ave one [WO malevo-
lent ee they ave abandoned the fountaın of lıyıng water and they
ave dug for themselves eaky Cclsterns 1G cCannot hold water.®®

For the Donatısts, theır polıtical eology necessıtated the gath-
ering-1n of those stians the WOT who WCOIC baptızed ıth ° ıv
ing W aler 1C dıd not contaın faith. ® Ihe only solution, before it
W as 11070 late, W ds {O bring into the Donatıst Church those outsıde ıt C
iıfıed Jo  SB 19:34, into the real body of hrıst where the real waler
of ıfe flows.?9 hıs Body of Chrıst, the ark (Gen 14), the walled
garden (Cant.4: 1S where ONMNC must be for the impendıng return of
hrıst Wıth the greatest of UTSCHCYy poss1ble, ONnalıs polıtical
eology motivated orth Afrıcans 18 bring about the conformiıty of all
in theır an the ONC ..  one Lord, OMNC faıth, OMNC baptism. ”’? Waıth-
outft doubt, the atter of rebaptısm 1s gı1ven deeper meanıng the
long debate between the Donatists and Catholics when ıt 15 brought in
under the umbrella of the Onalıs eschatologıcal eccles10logy.

Augustine and the Catholıc understandıng of baptısm W as

starkly opposed the Donatısts’. TOmM theır perspective, baptısm 1S
eff1icacCc10us regardless of the disposıtions of the mınıster because it the
channeled of God al work In the sacrament.? It 1S thıs that
1Imposes iındelhble mark the baptızed that 1Ss permanen lıke

Jer. De Schismate,
Jer. 5°:18 UGUSTINE, ont Ep Parm UGUSTINE, ont. Cresc.

ÄUGUSTINE, Epistula ad Catholicos de Secta Donatistarum, 23
UGUSTINE, Ep ad 'ath 274.68

Yl PTA' De Schismate, 1428 De pud. ZE9: RTULL| nut.
er the Ephesı1ans, in UGUSTINE, ont. Cresc. UGUS-

1INE, De Unico Baptısmo CONIra Petilianum, 10.17
03 UGUSTINE, In Toannıts Evangelıum Iractatus, S01 De baptısmo, H70.15
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brandıng of flesh.** Therefore, Augustine WOU aCcept Donatists back
into the church wıthout the condıtiıon of rebaptısm.”>

The Collegialıty of Urc Leaders
Another WaY In hıch the Donatists realızed theır eschatologı1-

cal ecclesiology Was theır insıstence eccles1al collegıalıty. Thıs
example 15 nNnoTLt obvıous and of ıtself the instances of rebap-
t1ism and the conference of acraments Only wıthın the context where

urgent of the arrıval of the ast Judgment where all the saved
l be equals before God O€s thıs example make

TIhe first example of Donatıst colleg1alıty 15 that of the sSeNLOres
[alcı. Thıs of lay people (who had 1IMpOo role In [WO per1-
ods covered thıs research, the candal V the election of Mensu-
TIUS In 311 and the CONLTOVeErSY ınvolvınzg Primı1an In 393) remaılns
hıghly elusıve in history.?® However, hat be clear 1S
that wıthın the orth Afrıcan Chrıstian tradıtıon there W d>s for CONSsSI1I-
derable per10 of time of laymen alternately tıtled fidelis
seniores,?' SeNLOFres plebis,?® SENLOFreS christianı populi,?? Senlores
laicorum 00 charge of collaboratiıon ıth the bıshops and materı1al
management.

TOom hat records remaın ıt that the maın duties for the
sSenNlLOres laicı involved admınıstrative an dıscıplınary matters.101
Beyond the dıscıplınary involvements 311 and 392/393 ‚102 the STOUD
also acted overs1ght commıttee In review1ing the alleged Tadıl10

UGUSTINE, In Toannıs Evangelıum I ractatus, .13° De baptismo, 14
UGUSTINE, Contra Epistulum Parmenianli, ZII De symbolo ad catechumenos,

.16
W.H FREND, “ The Senlores Laicı and the Origins of the Church In North

Afrıca:, Journal of Iheological Studies 12/2 (1961) 280-284 ONCEBEAUX opıned
that the ZT0UpD had probable or1g1n ıth the ıllage chleftains Numidıa and Pro-
consularıa; Hıiıstotre Litteraitre de [’Afrique Chretienne Deputs les Orıgines Jusqu 'a
I’Invasıon Arabe Tome Troisieme. Le Siecle, D’Arnobe Vıctorin (Parıs,
111.83.10

PTATUS, De Schismate, ‚B Wa
0% (Gesta apud Zenophıilium, iın Optatı Milevitanı Libriu VII 26, ed.

IWSA (Vıenna, Prague, Le1ipzı1g, 189
Cta Purgationis Felicıs epLSCOpL Autumnitanl, ( R 26, ed IWSA (Turn-

hout, n 198, 201
Breviarium Hıpponense Breviary of the Councıl 1DDPO Concılıa Africae

149, ed MUNIER Turnhout, Cd)  - 100; AÄUGUSTINE,
Epistula,

101 FREND, Senlores Laici, 281
102 PTATUS, De Schismate, LK 1 UGUSTINE, Ennarationes In Psalmos, 36.20



IHE EVOLUTIONTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  223  of Felix of Apthunga as well as direct involvement with appointing and  interacting with episcopal arbitrators concerning complaints by the  seniores against the Bishop of Nova Germanica. !°  Regardless of the exact historicity of this endemic North African  ecclesial vestige, the case can and should be made that the these Chris-  tianized village-chieftains participated in living out Donatist political  theology in a unique way precisely by realizing the Donatist eschato-  logical ecclesiology where distinctions between laity and clergy dis-  appear since the final days were at hand.  The second example of Donatist eschatological collegiality is  that of the North African bishops. !° From the inception of Latin Chris-  tianity in the second and third centuries, bishops played a predominate,  yet collegial, function in the life of the African church in conjunction  with the seniores laici. We know that in this period of history pres-  byters held.a much less important role in ecclesial leadership than the  ubiquitous bishops found in every city and village.!°° Among the bish-  ops themselves they “selected candidates for episcopal ordination,  made provincial policy, and took care of disputes between priests and  other clergy.”!% Additionally, North African bishops shared gover-  nance jointly within their provinces (broken down into Proconsularia,  Numidia, Byzacena, Tripolitania, Mauretania),!°” the primate of which  was based on seniority rather than a hierarchical see-city (with the his-  torically rich example of Carthage as an exception).!°® This collegial-  ity extended between provinces too which allowed for the attainment  of common policies and to concentrate on joint areas of interest.!®®  103 Breviarium Hipponense, can. 100.  104 M. TILLEY, “North Africa”, in The Cambridge History of Christianity, vol. I,  Origins to Constantine, ed. M. MITCHELL and F. YOUNG (Cambridge, 2006): 380-396.  105 Examples of the superior placement of bishops over presbyters, see M. TILLEY,  “The Collapse of a Collegial Church: North African Christianity on the Eve of Islam, ”  Theological Studies 62:1 (March, 2001), 6. The term sacerdos was reserved for bish-  ops alone (VICTOR OF TUNNENNA, 466 in Victoris episcopi Tonnennensis Chronica  (444-567) in Mon. Germ. Hist., AA 11/1.187 [Berlin, 1844]); priests rarely exercised  independent thinking and governance (CYPRIAN, Ep. 66.8.3).  Regarding the omnipresence of bishops in North Africa, see A. von HARNACK,  The Mission and Expansion of Christianity in the First Three Centuries. 2 vols, trans.  J. MoFFATT (New York, 1908), 1.281-86; D. HUNT, “The Church as a Public Institu-  tion”, in The Cambridge Ancient History, Volume XIII. The Late Empire, A.D. 337-  425, ed. A. CAMERON and P. GARNSEY (Cambridge, 1998): 242.  106 TILLEY, Collapse, 7  107 TYWLLEY, Collapse, 8  108 TILLEY, Collapse, 8.  109 TILLEY, Collapse, 8. North African episcopal collegiality was to continue  beyond the Council of Carthage in 411, albeit in a gradually weaker form. Tilley2973
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SEeNLOFeES agalns the Bıshop of Nova Germanica.!©%
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logıcal ecclesiology where distinctions between aılty and clergy dis-
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tianıty the second and thırd centurlies, bıshops played predominate,
yel collegı1al, function in the ıfe of the Afrıcan church in conJunction
ıth the senlores Iaicı. We know that thıs per10 of Story PICS-
byters held much less ımportan role In eccles1al leadershıp than the
ubiquıtous bıshops OUuUnNn: in CVETIY Cıty and village.!® Among the bısh-
OPS themselves they ‘“ <celected candıdates for episcopal ordıinatıon,
made provincıal polıcy, and took Cal‘ of disputes between priests and
er clergy; ”2 190 Addıtionally, orth Afrıcan bıshops chared ( Kn

Jomtly wıthın theır proviınces (broken oWnNn into Proconsularıa,
Numidıa, Byzacena, Trıpolıtanıa, Mauretanıia), !© the primate of hıch
W ds based sen10r1ty rather than hierarchical see-CIty WI1 the hıs-
orıcally rich example of Carthage exception). *® 'Thıs collegıal-
ıty extended between provinces 100 1C allowed for the attainment
of COTINMMON policies and CONCENTXTTrate Jomt aArcas of interest. 199

103 Breviarıum Hıpponense, 100
.JILERBY.; ‘“ North Afrıca”, The Cambridge Hıstory of Christianity, vol. %.
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TIhe fact that such CONSCHNSUS ex1isted the ate antıque Church,
CVen after the legalızation of Christianity 15 Impressive. But for the
sake of thıs aDCT, hat 1s important 1S the in whıich Donatıst
ep1ıscopal collegialıty tıt wıthın the cContext of theır eschatologıicalecclesiology. Though thıs example of collegıalıty has een tudied
before for the PUrposces of understandıng the evolution of bıshops in
early church hıstory, it 15 opınıon that the collegialıty of orth
Afrıcans bıshops, along ıth the senlLOores laici, 1S best understood
wıthın the framework of the Donatist CONCEDL of impending escha-
tology The end of days Was SOonN LO COME, God had gıven humanıtythe ark of salvatıon preparatıon for the eschaton and the eaders and
minıisters of the ark, the Church, WeICc 18 act 1f the eschaton W as
already upOoN them hıs 1S eXample of bringing orth Afrıcan
behef into theır real WOTr and everyday lıfe, hence creatıng polıtı-cal theology.

At the Samne time ıt 15 interesting ote how strongly the
Donatist of collegialıty dıffered from the Catholics’ Beginningıth the re1gn of Constantıine, 110 Catholıc bıshops experienced PTO-
gress1ve sharıng In imper1al authorıty and of being answerable
spırıtual ell secular level.111 hıs became such burden Dy
indıcates that the collapse of Chrıistianity uUupon the advent of Islam WAas actually the
result of ser1es of setbacks. These setbacks included the suppression efforts of the
Vandals after theır arrıval 429 LE Collapse, 9-13), the restructuriıng of C1ıvıl
and eccles1astical9 the 530s by the Byzantıne Empire LEY, Collapse, 13-
17), and the long te efforts of the church and bıshops of Rome ‚X eIT Strongerinfluence and overs1ight OVeCT the affaırs of the S® of Carthage; UGUSTINE, Letter
207 Ihe Works of Saıint Augustine: I ranslation for the 7Is Century. Letters
211:270.e (Epistulae), II/4, trans JTESKE, ed MSEY (Hyde Park, NY.2005); MERDINGER, Rome and the African Church In the I ıme of Augustine (NewHaven, ‚& chapters 1-1 and 11 (183-19 ILLEEYG Collapse,110 One example 1s TOM e M1 when it apparently became poss1ble under Con-
stantıne for bıshops preside OVCT COUTT affaırs when properly delegated, the eVI-
dence however 1S scant; Codex Theodosianus. The Theodosian Oode and Novels and
the Sırmondian Constitutions, trans PHARR (Princeton, nLOı

111 An abundance of recent scholarshıp offers insıght into phenomenon, SCe
ROWN, Power and Persuasion INn ate Antıquity: Towards Christian Embpire(Madıson, WI, MERDINGER, Rome and the African Church INn the Time ofAugustine (New Haven, P7 Holy Bishops In ate Antıquity: The Nature

ofChristian Leadership In Age ofTransıtion (Berkeley/ ENO, °“ The
S1ignificance of the Lists of Roman Bıshops the Antı-Donatist Polemic”, VigiliaeChristianae (1993)3 LAMIRANDE, Coerciıtio”, Augustinus-Lexikon 17 ed.

MAYER (Basel, :AUMER-AÄ UPONT, “ UnderstandingAugustine’s Changıng Justification for State-sponsored Relıgi0us Coercıon and its
Context Wıthın Donatıst North Afrıca”, Augustinus (2009); RUSSELL, ** Per-
suadıng the Donatists: Augustine’s Coercıon Dy Words”, The Limıits of AncientChristianity: ESSays Late Antique I hought and Culture In Honor of R.A Markus,



THE EVOLUTIONTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  225  Augustine’s time that he openly complained about spending an inor-  dinate amount of energy on matters not pertaining to the Church.!!?  But, in all fairness, the gradual assumption of secular duties by West-  ern bishops did eliminate the reality of lay influence in acclaiming  bishops in late antiquity in general. The examples of Martin of Tours,  Hilary of Arles, and many others are well preserved. !!  B. In defense of the Church in preparation for the Lord  One of the most concrete proofs for the existence of a Donatist  political theology is the method used by North African Christians to  bring about the radical reality of their faith into their villages and cities.  One of the distinguishing characteristics of Donatist Christianity is the  zeal and intensity with which these Christians displayed their faith in  everyday life and in times of persecution. There was no doubt for the  people of late antiquity that the Donatists truly believed their faith and  were not bashful to express it. The most potent example of this phe-  nomenon was the existence of the Circumcelliones.  1. Circumcelliones as harbingers of Donatist eschatological  ecclesiology and as defenders of the ark of the salvation  Part of the complexity of demonstrating the manner in which  the Circumcelliones were in fact part and parcel of the realization of  Donatist political theology is found in the fact that the Numidian group  has always been stigmatized as excessively fanatical barbarian ““dis-  ruptors” hell-bent on eradicating any semblance of Roman “civiliza-  tion.”1!4 This is largely due to the efforts of late antique Catholic  polemicists, most notably Augustine.!!>  ed. W.E. KLINGSHIRN and M. VEsSEY (Ann Arbor, MI, 1999): 129-130; M. LENSKY,  “Evidence for the Audentia episcopalis in the New Letters of Augustine”, in Law,  Society, and Authority in Late Antiquity, ed. R. MATHISEN (Oxford, 2001): 83-97.  112 Evidence of this is found in AUGUSTINE, Serm. 287.11; refer also to PossıD-  Jus, Vita Augustini, 19, 24.  113 An extensive study of lay participation in episcopal elections and the process  in general is found in: P. NorRTON, Episcopal Elections 250-600: Hierarchy and Pop-  ular Will in Late Antiquity (Oxford, 2007).  114 Augustine condemns the Circumcelliones for being “disrupters of the existing,  divinely ordained, social order” (Ep. 185.4.15); see W.H.C. FREND, “The Roman  Empire in the Eyes of Western Schismatics during the Fourth Century A.D”, Extraits  des Miscellanea Historiae Ecclesiasticae Stockholm 1960 (Louvain, 1961), 13.  115 AUGUSTINE, Cont. Ep. Parm. 1.12.19, “Ubi etiam circumcellioneum menti facta  est, si more suo vilenter obsisterent”; Ep. 185.25 (De Correctione Donatistarum liber  unus), “Sed in quorum regionibus aliaquas violentias a clericis vel circumcellionibus705

ugustine’s time that he openly complaıned oOu spendıng INnOT-
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But, in all faırness, the gradual assumption of secular duties bDy West-

bıshops dıd elımınate the realıty of lay influence in acclaımıng
bıshops late antıquıty In general The examples of Martın of J ours,
Hılary of Arles, and INan y others AdIC ell preserved.!!>

In defense of the Church In preparatıon for the Lord

One of the most cConcreitfe proofs for the ex1istence of Onalıs
polıtical eology 15 the method sed by orth TICAN Chrıistians LO
bring about the adıcal realıty of theır al into theır vıllages and cıtles.
One of the dıstinguıishing characterıstics of ONalıs Chrıstianıty 15 the
zeal and intensıty ıth hıch these st1ians dısplayed theır al
everyday lıfe and in times of persecution. ere W as ou for the
people of late antıquıty that the Donatısts truly ei1leve:| theır al and
WEIC not bashful 18 CAÄPDICSS ıt Ihe most potent example of thıs phe-
LOTINCNON W ds the ex1Iistence of the Circumcellhiones.

Circumcellhiones d harbıngers of Onalıs eschatological
ecclesi10logy and defenders of the ark of the salvatıon

Part of the complexıty of demonstratıng the 1E B
the C(Circumcelhones WeIC in fact part and parcel of the realızatıon of
Onalıs polıtical eology IS OUN! the fact that the Numıiıdıan STOUD
has always een stigmatızed excess1ively fanatıcal arbarıan °°dıs
ruptors ” eil-Den eradıcatıng semblance of Roman “ cıvılıza-
tion. ”” 114 h1s 15 largely due the efforts of ate antıque Catholıic
polemicısts, most notably Augustine. !>

ed KLINGSHIRN and VESSEY Arbor, MI, 129-130:; LENSKY,
*“ Eyıdence for the Audentıa episcopalıs the New Letters of Augustine”, Law,
Socıtety, and Authorıty In ate Antiquıity, ed MATHISEN (OxfTford, 83-9/

112 Evıdence of this 15 found UGUSTINE, Serm refer Iso 'OSSID-
1US, 1ta Augustinl, 1 E}

113 extensive study of Jlay partıcıpatıon ep1iscopal elections and the PTOCCSS
general 15 found 1n: ORTON, Episcopal Flections 250-600 Hierarchy and Pop-

Iar Will In ate Antıquity (Oxford,
114 Augustine condemns the Circumcelhones for being ““dısrupters of the ex1isting,

dıvinely ordaıned, soc1ı1al order” (Ep 185.4.15); SCC W.HX REND, ‘I he Roman
Empire in the Kyes of Western Schiısmatıics durıng the Fourth Century A D”, Extralits
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It 1S, however, contention that den1grating the Circumcel-
lıones INeTEC barbarıans completely obscures the actual PUTDOSC of
the the orth Afrıcan context In short, the Circumcelliones
Can and should be cons1ıdered wıthın the entirety of the eschatolog-
1CaQ. ecclesiological fIframework explore In these If S  n then
ıt WOUu be sens1ıble that In church where the comıng of hrıst and
direct inspiration of the Scriptures follow commands, such
Chrıstilans COUu easıly adop form of rel1g10us eXpress1on PTC-
datıng the arrıval of Christianity ıIn Afrıca for the PUTrPOSCS of
demonstrating In theır daily lıves and routines the 1NCAaINecss and ll
of God

the Onatıs worldview, ıth ıts deeply eschatological
of separatıon from the WOT. of CLVILtAS Dei (the Church) pıtted agamst
the CLIVILtAS Diabalı (the world and false Christians), 116 ıt 1S surprıse
that the walls of the garden of salvatıon (Cant 12) WOU requıre
brave Chrıstians willing LO defend ıt agamnst the cıtızens of the CLVLLtAaS
Diabaoli wıshing fo overtake ıt. 117

erl populıs OTU eccles1a catholica paterentur... Contra (G(audentium T hamu-
gadensen epiSCopum Donatistarum, 132 °° T es Circumcelliones faisalent iIrruptiondans ]’arene, eft les jJeunes SCHS les percaıent de leurs epleux de leurs petitesJances”; Oont. Parm. 2.6.19, “ Leur relıgı10on est avanı LOuf le culte des5 eft
leurs CITAaNCcESs prennent la Oorme d’un pelerinage leurs tombes;: iıls SONTIS fiıdeles la
practique de la “Jaetıt1a” pres de OS “"memorlae”, el leurs celebrations SONtL des bac-
chanales d’1vrognes, celebrees VE des bandes de femmes dısant “sanctimoniales”
donatistes, VeEC les quelles ıls vivent dans la debauche. ”

Thıs polemical approach the Circumcelliones continues ‚VM contempo-
Iar y times, FREND, the Circumcelliones ATrec refered ““terrorists”
and "relıg10us fanatıcs” VAN DER MEER, Augustine the Bishop: The Life and
Work of Father of the Church, Tans ATTERSHAW and LAMB (London,

*I ’he Donatısts and the Circumcelliones known for theır hotheaded violence”
79-128); ‚EPELLEY, ““Circumcelliones’”, Augustinus-Lexikon 1’ ed MAYER
(Basel, , LEPELLEY, °° L es Circumcelliones etalent, m d’Augustine,l’aıle extremeste el violente de l’eglıse donatıiste ” LEPELLEY, ‘“ Jes CIrCcum-
celliıones (0)001881= des brigands eft des fanatıques ” LEHER, Saıint AugustineNotion of Schism INn the Donatist Controversy, Dissertationes ad Laurem
(Mundelein, II"’ the Circumcelliones “terrorists”’ (24); ”DONNELL, AUugQ2us-tine Bı0graphy (New Y ork, 2006), “Donatısm, had It prevaıled and become the Chris-
tianıty of the miıddle ABCS, would have been far LINOTEC lıke Islam  27 (359, footnote 365)116 CONIUS, Commentarius INn Apocalypsın Ioannıis, Tans BEATUS IBANA
(Madrıd, r ed FLORENZ (Amerıican Academy of Rome, 506), “ Kcce
duas C1vıtates, unam De1, unNnam diaboh...et ıne pA eIrIrae minı1ıstrant. ”
Quoted FREND, D 204

117 CONIUS, In Apocalypsin Beatus, 316), ‘ Diximus quator angelos bıpartıtos
CSS5C, el invicem m1Xtos, 1d est eccleası1ıam el sn mundı: cırabıimus COIMN-
CINOTAare mundı Na, vel max1iıme PICSCHNS ICSNUMmM, in medio SSC eccleasıa, PCIorbem iın falsos fratres. ” Quoted FREND, D  n 317



TIHE EVOLUTIONTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  2Q  The fact that violence accompanied the actions of the Cir-  cumcelliones is beyond a doubt. Many reasonable theories have been  developed to explain the radical element of this manifestation of  Donatism, particularly how the deep economic and social under-  currents of rural Numidians drove the movement.!!® But what has  been largely ignored and could indeed provide a deeper insight into  the Circumcelliones are the largely religious motivations of the  group.!!?  2. Circumcellion Origins and Spirituality  The Circumcelliones entered into Donatist literary history in 340  during the years of Donatus’ greatest episcopal strength.!?® These  Christians primarily originated in Numidia and Mauretania and as  agrarian laborers, organized in protest against economic conditions set  by the wealthier, Roman plantation owners.!?! These Donatist Chris-  tians referred not to themselves as Circumcelliones as such, but rather  as agonistici or milites Christi.'?? The appellation ‘Circumcellion’  derived from the method of their living arrangements ‘around the  118 A number of theories stand out, an example spread consists of the following:  F. MARTROYE, “Une tentative de r&volution sociale en Afrique. Donatistes et circon-  cellions”, ROH 76 (1904): 353-416; 77 (1905): 5-53; F. MARTROYE, ““Circoncel-  lions”, DACL 3/2 (1914): 1692-1710; H.-J. DIESNER, ‘“Methodisches und Sachliches  zum Circumcellionentum” , WZHalle 8 (1959): 1009-1016; 9 (1960): 183-190; H.-J.  DIESNER, “Die Periodisierung des Circumcellionentums” , WZHalle 11 (1962): 1329-  1338; C. LEPELLEY, “Les cit&s de 1’Afrique romaine qu Bas-Empire 1” (Paris, 1979);  M. OVvERBECK, “Augustin und die Circumcellionen seiner Zeit”, Chiron 3 (1973):  457-463.  19 M. GADDIS, There Is No Crime for Those Who Have Christ: Religious Violence  in the Christian Roman Empire (Berkeley/ L.A., 2005), 107 (footnote 14).  120 Frend disagrees with the assertion of P. MOncEAUX in Histoire Litteraire de  l’Afrique Chretienne Depuis les Origines Jusqu’a l’Invasion Arabe. Tome Quatrieme:  Le Donatisme (Paris, 1921), IV.179, that the Circumcellion movement began in 316-  317 and opts for the period closer to 340. See FREND, DC, 171 and S. LANCEL, The  Donatist Dispute, trans. A. NEVILL (London, 2002), 196.  121 AUGUSTMWE titled the early Circumcelliones as agrestes or farm workers; Cont.  Gaud. 1.28.32; PossımIus, Vita Aug., 10. The initial Circumcellion uprising was cap-  tured in writing by OPTATUS, “nulli licuit securum esse in possessionibus suis; deb-  itorum chirographia amiserant vires, nullus creditor illo tempore exigendi habuit potes-  tam”, De Schismate, 11.4.  122 AUGUSTIE, Enerr. in Ps. 132.6; W.H.C. FREND, The Rise of Christianity (Lon-  don, 1984), 74; H. CHADWICK, “Orthodoxy and Heresy from the Death of Constan-  tine to the Eve of the First Council of Ephesus”, in The Cambridge Ancient History,  Volume XIII. The Late Empire, A.D. 337-425, ed. A. CAMERON and P. GARNSEY (Cam-  bridge, 1998), 585.AD
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cellıons”, ROH (1904) 353-416; (1905) 5-53; ARTROYE, “C(irconcel-
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ZU Circumcellıonentum ”, W/Halle (1959) (1960) 183-190; H.-J
DIESNER, * Dıe Periodisierung des Circumcellıonentums ” , ZHalle 11 (1962) 1329-
1338: EPELLEY, “ I es cıtes de l’Afrıque romaılne Bas-Empire 1„ (Parıs,

UVERBECK, ‘ Augustin und dıe Circumcelhlionen seliner DE Chıiron (1973)
457-463

119 ADDIS, There Is No Crıme for Those Who Have Christ: Relig1i0us Violence
In the Christian Roman Embpire (Berkeley/ 107 (footnote 14)

120 Frend dısagrees wıth the assertion of ONCEAUX In Hıstoire T itteraitre de
'Afrique Chretienne Depuls les Origines Jusqu 'a Invasıon Arabe. Tome OQuatrieme:

Le Donatısme (Parıs, that the Circumcelhon MOvemen! began 316-
317 and OptS for the per10d closer 340 See FREND, D H/ and ‚ANCEL, The
Donatıist Dispute, trans NEVILL (London, 196

121 UGUSTINE tiıtled the early Circumcelhones agrestes farm workers; ont.
Gaud. POSSIDIUS, 1ta Aug., Ihe inıtial Circumcelhon uprising W d> CaD-
tured wrıting Dy PTATUS, ““  nullı hıcuıt SCCUTUMMI SSC possess1on1bus SU1S; deb-
1torum chirographia amıserant viıres, nullus credıtor illo tempore ex1igendi habuıt CS-
tam  22 De Schismate,

122 UGUSTINE, Fnerr. In Ps 132.6; W.H ND, The Rise of Christianity (Lon-
don, 7 $ CHADWICK, ‘““Orthodoxy and Heresy from the Death of C'onstan-
tine the FKve of the irst Councıl of Ephesus’”, The Cambridge Ancıent Hıstory,
Volume XIIl The Late Embpire, 337-4295, ed. AMERON and : ARNSE (Cam-
brıdge, 585
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shrines’ (Lat CIrCumM cellas)} of the which also served A4Ss

large granaries and farm hubs.124 These shrıines WeTE the eXpress1ive
locı of theır faıth where they venerated the om of saınts and COIM-
memorated pılgrimages theır honor.12>

But hat makes the Circumcellion emen most attractıve
Casc study for identifying manıfestation of Donatist polıtical the-

O1l0gYVY 15 ıts dıstinctive and vert spirıtualıty Dy 1C they sought
ımplement kıngdom, and In doing CaHıe tOo implement
Donatıst doctrine in its extreme form. ’’ 126

The veneratıon of the and of martyrdom STOO Out 0)91>
of the mMoOost sıgnıfıcant and controvers1al Circumcellion trademarks.

addıtion 1ving and worshiping al the shrines of martyrs, ** (ir-
cumcelliones WEeIC reported o ave actıvely prepared for martyrdom, !®
gOo1mng far LO create provocatıons ıth non-Donatist Chrıistlans

fo be murdered.1?9 For thıs 1Cason Augustine noted that they lıved
robbers, dıed Circumcelliones, and WEeTC honored martyrs. !>°

The emphasıs martyrdom and the cult of the Martyr In (
cumcellıon eology SCS 18 sShow INOTC than Just the polemicized
aspects that Augustine Spun In order to diıscredit them For these
agrestes, Donatısm lent Berber-Punic descendents of copıng
ıth theır Status of subjugatıon al the an of the landed Roman
elıte.>1 Ihe explıcıt, and implıcıt, eschatology of Donatısm valıdated

1253 Corpus Inscriptorum Latinarum, Africa, 111 (Berlın,
UGUSTINE, Oont. Cresc. 1V.66.83; BENEDICT, Hıstory of the Donatists, Hiıstory of
the Donatists Wıth Notes The Dıissent and Nonconformity Serles (Provıdence,
1875 (Reprinted Dy TIhe Baptıst Standard Bearer, Inc., Parıs, AR) 157

124 UGUSTINE, Oont. (Üaud. ONCEAUX, Hıst 1tt.
125 CONIUS, In Apocalypsin, 2 E * Sed ut discımus, diversas eITrTas CITrCUITE el

sancftorum sepulchra pervıdere quası PIO salute anımae Ssuae. ” Quoted FREND,
173

126 FREND, 175 The Circumcellhon agenda W as aggress1ve that ıts pundıts
sought oOperate wıthın ıts O W governmental enclave; HITTAKER and GAR-
NSEY, “ Rural ıfe the Later Oman Empire”, The Cambridge Ancıent History,
Volume JIl The ate Empire, 33/-425, ed AMERON and - ARNSEY (Cam-
bridge, 281

127 UGUSTINE, ont Cresc. 1V.66.83; ont (yaud.
128 CONIUS, In Apocalypsin, 68, “Et ist1 |Circumcelliones] 11011 vıvunt acqualıter

ut ceter1 Iraters, sed quası martyrum semet1psos perimunt, uft violenter de hac
vıta discedentes eft martyres nomıinentur. ”

129 UGUSTINE, ED 185312 De Haeresibus, 6 E ont. Ep Parm ont.
(Gaud. Oont. Gaud.

130 UGUSTINE, EpD 88.8, ‘“ Vıvunt ut latrınes, mMor1uUuntur uLt ciırcumcelliones, hon-
Orantur ut martyrs. ”

131 Circumcelliones attempted upstage theır Roman overlords by Ireeing
compatrıot slaves, cancellıng debts owed Romans, and by neutralızıng Roman



THE EVOLUTIONTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  229  and uplifted these rural Numidians with the rallying cry “Deo  laudes” 132 which gave them hope by means of this original liberation  theology.  Circumcellion spirituality did not merely center on martyrdom.  In fact, what is interesting about this North African movement is the  survival of descriptions of their faith life in practice that attested to  their deep level of understanding of the eminence of God’s kingdom.  Perhaps the most preeminent sign of Circumcellion sophistication was  the highly developed ordering of religious life on the basis of being a  community of saints. !® This community consisted of a type of North  African or Donatist mendicant monk!** and women religious known  as sanctimoniales.!3> The religious were recognizable by distinctive  habits,!® use of utilitarian weaponry known as ‘Israels’ and the ubi-  quitous presence and use of martyr’s relics.!?” These early monastic  forerunners had a primordial function in Circumcellion devotional  practice. Evidence of this comes in a subliminal fashion through  Augustine’s polemic whereby he described the group’s proclivity  towards excessive drinking and dancing at the martyrs’ shrines.!38  These celebrations of liturgical dance are another example of how this  capabilities for collecting on debts and enforcement of Roman laws, a veritable social  revolution; A. MARCONE, “Late Roman Social Relations”, in The Cambridge Ancient  History, Volume XIII. The Late Empire, A.D. 337-425, ed. A. CAMERON and P. GAR-  NSEY (Cambridge, 1998) 368.  132 AUGUSTINE, Ep. 108.5.14; FREND, DC, 174.  133 The early Circumcellion leaders Fasir and Axido were alternately known as  “the leaders of the saints”, “Fasir et Axido duces sanctorum.” See also LANCEL, “The  Donatist Dispute”, 196; P. SCHAFF, “The Donatist Schism”, in History of the Chris-  tian Church, vol. III. Nicene and Post-Nicene Christianity: From Constantine the  Great to Gregory the Great, AD 311-600 (Grand Rapids, MI, 1910), 362.  134 PossIDIUus, Vita Aug. 10, “velent sub professione continentium ambulantes.”  See also W.H.C. FREND, “Circumcelliones and Monks”, Journal of Theological Stud-  ies 20/2 (1969): 542-59.  135 AUGUSTINE, Ep. 35.2; Cont. Ep. Parm. 11.3.6; Cont. Gaud. 1.36.46.  136 ISıDORE, De Ecclesiasticis Officlis, CCSL. CXIM, ed. C. LAWSON (Turnhout,  1989), 1.15, “De Monachis” , “Quitum genus [monachorum] est Circumcellionum, qui  habitu monachorum usque quaque vagantur... ”  137 IsıDORE, De Officiis ecclesiasticis, 11.15, “De Monachis” , “alii membra mar-  tyrum, si tamen mgqrtyrum venditant.” Frend stipulates that the term ‘Israel’ may have  likely come from a Berber-Punic corruption of the phrase ‘Azael’ (strength of God);  Frend, DC, 174.  138 AUGUSTINE, Sermo, 311.5, “ubi jacet tam sancti martyris [of Cyprian] corpus,  invaserat pestilential et petulentia saltatorum. Per totam noctam cantabantur nefaria”;  Ep. 29.11; Cont. Cresc. IV.63.77, “Negas eas quas dixi tyrannicas vestorum in fundis  alienis dominations et bacchationes ebrietatum”; Cont. Litt. Pet. 1.24.26; Ep. 199.11.3.  See also BENEDICT, History of the Donatists, 145-149..229

and uplıfted these rural Numidıans ıth the rallyıng CIY ° Deo
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In fact, hat 15 interesting about thıs orth Afrıcan MOovemen 1s the
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theır deep eVe of understandıng of the emınence of ingdom.
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branch of Donatısm brought OU! the recognıtion of the NCAarnNecss of
Christ’s return in theır context

Summary Remarks QOU!' Circumcellion eology
The Casec of the Circumcelhones provıdes interesting r_

nıty 18 ook further into Onalıs eschatologica eccles10logy. When
analyzıng thıs historically den1igrated and easıly stereotyped rel1210Us
actıon through the prısm of the theologıca framework IC mot1-
Valte: Donatiısts, it becomes clear that the peJjoratıve appellatıons of
the Circumcelhones eing ‘extremists’ and ‘bandıts’ MaYy not be
warranted. The Circumcelhones stand ONC LINOIC example of how
Donatist Chrıistians actualızed theır belief in the nearıng eschaton and
in ecclesio0logy preparatıon for the ast udgment. Theır often
adıcal utilızatıon of empora 118 attaın theır 16 W of the
gdom of (G0d in theır time and place clear example of
Onalıs eology at work.

CONCLUDING REMARKS POLITICAL

IThıs egan ıth the daunting of synthesizıng the
past OTIC hundred YCAaIs of academıc exploratıon the aTcCa of Donatist
istianıty. the PTOCC5SS, PIOSICSS made the dIiCca of understand-
ıng Donatıst socı1al and polıtica. realıtlies Was analyzed through the lens
of INOTC recent research derıving the church’s theologıca orlenta-
t10ns. TIhe result of the PTOCC5SS W as the abılıty {O enter into the realm
of understandıng the method ıth hıch ONnalıs stians applıed
and evolved theır eology theır everyday realıties changed CSPC-
clally in dealıng ıth the Roman Empıire and Roman Catholics At the
he.  Z of thıs present research Was the ttempt, fırst, tO identify ıf there
exIists wıthın Donatist story analogous polıtical eology whereby
the acts of humans and of God took place made present the ONC

publıc history.!°? Ihıs attempt also led examıne ıf coherent the-
ologıca. System ex1isted whatsoever for the Donatists and 1f ıt W as in
an y WaYy foundatıona for theır hought and mMmOdus vivendıt. the end,
thıs ll consıder ıf all these dynamıcs indeed amount {O such

139 See ONOVAN, The Desire of the Natıons,



THE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  231  degree that the Donatist movement could have been considered as part  of a revolution. 140  The first aspect of this research, on whether there existed a  Donatist political theology whatsoever, brought us through an overview  of the history of the North African church. Included in this overview  were summaries of the contributions of so-called proto-Donatists such  as Tertullian, Cyprian, and an entire genre of martyrdom stories and a  continuously evolving biblical hermeneutic tocope with the changes  that their church encountered. This period seemed to have produced  the beginnings of a distinctive method among North African Christians  with which to understand themselves as separated from the world in  preparation for Christ’s return (the eschaton).  In the next period, we reviewed the time of the origins of the  Donatist Church between 305-311, the influence of Constantine and his  successors. This section of Donatist history resulted in tracing a  dynamic evolution in how the Donatists saw themselves and related to  the world. From the beginning of the Donatist Church to the time of  Primian and Augustine, the Donatists developed their theology accord-  ing to the signs of the times. At first they assiduously clutched on to  their identity as an ecclesia martyrorum starkly different and beyond  the fraditores and those who would easily reconcile with the state.  With Constantine’s arrival, the Donatists both attempted the first of a  series of unsuccessful and out of character appeals to Rome in order  to be validated as the authentic African church and also a hardening  of their separation identity. After Constantine’s death, the Donatists  grew in number as they also compensated for such demographic  change by emphasizing their separateness more than their exclusive  identification with the hero-martyrs. In the late 340s Donatist leaders  tried for a second time to appeal to Rome (ad Romam) to be officially  recognized as the true church in Africa. This too resulted in negative  consequences for their church.  In the following years Donatists made do by strengthening their  identity as a persecuted ecclesia martyrorum, persecuted because of its  separateness from the fallen world. With the revival of Donatism under  Julian, the Donatist Church experienced another realignment of its  political theology as they became far and away the majority church in  Africa. In such a context, the Donatist leaders figured, an ecclesia mar-  tyrorum mentality would have been faulty and incapable of providing  relevance in a changed world.  140 See FREND, DC, 336.731

egree that the Donatist COu ave een consıdered ASs partof revolution.140
TIhe first aspect of thıs research, whether there ex1isted

Donatıst polıtical theology whatsoever, brought through OVeEerVIEeW
of the hıstory of the orth Afrıcan church. Included thıs OVerVIewWw
WerTe summarıes of the contrıibutions of SO-Calle. proto-Donatists such
A JTertullıan, yprıan, and entire SCHIC of martyrdom storJıes and
continuously evolvıng bıblıcal hermeneutic COPDC ıth the changesthat theır church encountered. Ihıs per10 seemed to ave producethe beginnıngs of dıstinctive metho. AINONS orth Afrıcan Chrıstians
ıth hıch to understand themselves separated from the WOTr
preparatıon for Christ’s (the eschaton).

the ex{ per10d, reviewed the time of the Org1ns of the
Donatıst Church between M the influence of Constantıne and hıs
SUCCESSOTS hıs section of Donatıst hıstory resulted in tracıng
dynamıc evolutiıon how the Donatısts Sa themselves and elated
the WOTr From the beginning of the Donatist Church the time of
Prımılan and Augustine, the Donatists developed theır eology aCccord-
ıng the S1Z2NS of the times. At first they assıduously clutched
theır ıdentity AdSs ecclesia martyrorum starkly dıfferent and beyondthe tradıtores and those who WOUuU easıly reconcıle ıth the state
Wıth Constantine’s arrıval, the Donatists both attempted the first of
ser1es of unsuccessftful and Out of character appeals Rome order
1{8 be valıdated the authentic Afrıcan church and also hardenıngof their separatıon ldentity. After Constantine’s Cal the Donatıists
SICW In number they also compensated for such demographic
change by emphasıziıng theır Separateness INOTeEe than theır exclusıve
iıdentification ıth the hero-martyrs. the late 340s Donatist eaders
trıed for second time fo appeal 1{8 Rome (ad Romam) be offıclally
recognized the irue church TICAa. Thıs 11070 resulte: negatıve
CONSCQUCNCES for theır church

In the followıng YVCAars Donatists made do Dy strengthening theır
ıdentity as persecuted ecclesia MArLyrorum, persecuted because of ıts
separateness from the fallen WOTr Wıth the revıval of Donatısm under
Julıan, the Donatıst Church experienced another realıgnment of ıts
polıtical theology they became far and AaWaV the maJorıity church
Afrıca such contex(t, the Donatist eaders f1gured, ecclesia INAYFr-

rorum mentalıty WOUu ave een Taulty and incapable of provıdıng
relevance In changed WOT

140 See FREND, D 336
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00N after, Parmen1an and Tyconıuus strengthened the integr1i of
Donatist polıtıcal theology Dy expandıng theır church’s approac the
rest of the WOTr context hıch they WeTC O the maJorıty These
gaıns WeIiIC reversed SOOIMN after theır deaths by the actions of theır SUC-

CCSSOIS, namely Gıldo, Uptatus of Imgad, and ontrary the
Onalıs theologıcal en: of separatıon from the WOTL. ASs evidenced by
Scriptural ologıes, they sought L00 effectively enhance Donatist
temporal authorıty even the pomt of miılıtarızıng theır Circumcelhon
devotees. Thıs W as the thır attempt Dy Donatists UuUse emporal I1MNCAanNns

cCement theır posıtıon the dominant No  =3 Afrıcan church, 1C
TeESUlTteE: sımılar ashıon IThe newly mınted Augustine, through the
precedıng works of Uptatus of Milevıs, led emboldened atholıc
offensive agamnst the Donatists thıs per10d hıch resulted fourth
consecutive denouncement by the Roman mpıre By Al al the taıl-
end of the Catholıc attempt 118 Donatısm, the Donatist leadershıp
reluctantly but nonetheless dıd COTNC face 18 face wıth the Catholics and
theır Roman OVEISCCIS By attempting fıfth time be valıdated by
Rome., the Donatıst Church fınally eIealte 18 speak, Dy violat-
ing, yel agaıln, theır COIC polıtıcal eology enan! of separateness from the
WOT'| Although the Councıl of 411 dıd COMMMIC 4S maJor structural defeat
for the Donatıst institutional church’s empora influence and prestige it
Was nOot eieate« the conventional use: fo eiımne the MOMmMent

completely MO blow 18 Donatısm) SsInce the Church quıickly
regaıned ıts theologıcal bearıngs d the separate: collecta of Israel

thıs then, Donatısm W ds noTt defeated, but merely suf-
ere ıts polıtıc eology Was malıgned al several crucılal Junctures

time In the end, the Onalıs Church disappeared Dy the time of the
arrıval of the Arabs the seventh But between 411 and the
arrıval of the Arabs, the Donatısts pressed in educed form er
they recalıbrated theır polıtical eology agaın to correspond theır
1Cc  S realıty the collecta, pıtte agaınst the naked CIUe. of the WOT

But hat al remaılns unclear after thıs research Donatıst
polıtıc eology 1s the egree to hıch 19)  T' ex1ists throughout the
Donatiıst Controversy concerning the acceptance and utiılızatıon of
orth Afrıcan Christian tradıtion. Thıs fact becomes clearly evıdent
the works of ugustine and hıs UuUsScC of Cyprıan AS auctorıtas the
ater Pelagıan Controversy whıiıle he 1verge: from Cypriano eology
In hıs dealıngs ıth the Donatist stians, the “ heırs of Afrıcan
Christianity. ”!#} Thıs 1ssue of whether noTt ugustine Can be saıld

141 J ILLEY, ‘ North Afrıca”, 306



IHE EVOLUTION IHEOLOGYTHE EVOLUTION OF DONATIST THEOLOGY AS RESPONSE ...  233  have engaged in theölogical innovation or novitas, i.e. a rupture with  North African fraditio, will have to be more thoroughly and system-  atically explored.  As an ending thought, this paper started with the premise that  what made the Donatist movement special as well as prolific was that  it was part of a revolution. As opposed to what occurred in the east-  ern, Greek-speaking Roman Empire,!*2 North Africans maintained a  distinguished theological tradition that set them apart from the world  as God’s elect, the adopted collecta of Israel. At the same time, their  Catholic counterparts were creating ever stronger bonds with the  Roman Empire, resulting in such extreme changes such as using coer-  cive techniques to demand conformity to the Catholic Church. In this  sense then, one could certainly consider Donatist Christianity to have  been revolutionary for it came at a time when ancient Christianity was  at an end.!'® The Church that had developed at odds and with secular  authority, vis a vis the Roman Empire, for hundreds of years was  becoming a subsidiary of the temporal power (the Romans and then  the Byzantines, etc). Donatism in its revolutionary character was nearly  singular in its stark opposition to the intermingling of church and state.  For this reason, Donatism, because of its singular (political) theology,  can and should be considered revolutionary.  Matthew Alan Gaumer  DBOF Scholar, Research Assistant  Doctoral School for the Humanities  and Social Sciences  K.U. Leuven  142 FREND, “The Eyes of Westerns Schismatics” , 9.  213-228.  '3 See R.A. MARKUS, The End of Ancient Christianity (Cambridge, 1990), 16,237

ave engaged theölogical iInnovatıon nNOVILtAS, 1€e rupture 1ıth
orth Afrıcan fradıtio, ıll ave be INOTE thoroughly and SysStem-atıcally explored.

As ending thought, thıs started ıth the premise that
hat made the Donatisten specı1al ell d prolıfic Was that
ıt W as of revolution. As Oopposed LO hat OCcCcurred the east-
C Greek-speaking Roman Empire, !# orth Afrıcans maımntaiıned
dıstinguished theological tradıtion that set them apart from the WOT.

od’s elect, the adopted cCollecta of Israel At the Same tıme, theır
Catholıic Counterparts WEeTC creating CVeEeT Stronger bonds ıth the
Roman Empire, resulting In such extreme changes such usıng COCT-
CIve techniques demand conformity to the atholıc Church. In thıs

then, ONC COU certamly cons1ıder Donatiıst Christianity to ave
een revolutionary for ıt Came al time when ancıent Chrıistianity W as
al end.145 The Church that had developed at odds and 1ıth secular
authorıty, VLS VLS the Roman mpıre, for hundreds of W as
becoming subsıdıary of the empora (the Romans and then
the Byzantınes, etc) Donatısm ıts revolutionary character Was nearlysıngular ıts stark opposıtıon o the intermingling of church and
For thıs ICason, Donatısm, because of ıts sıngular (polıtical) theology,
Can and should be consıdered revolutionary.
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