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meriıt (virtus) and reward (pralse, honour) Already in hıs first wrıtings
can SCC Augustine opposing thıs tradıtional ideology, when he

posıts in the introductions of De heata Vıta and De academıicıis, that
ne s  ? VIrtuUS 15 NOoTt SITONg enough reach the appYy lıfe, and that the
help of Fortuna 15 requıred. Ihıs help irom Fortuna be understood

eely gıven STACC Augustine s long-standıng aversıion for the
tradıtional, arıstocratic ıdeology IMAaYy therefore ave contrıbuted h1s
hostıle reactıon agaınst Pelag1anısm.

Despıte thıs eriıticısm of ack of overall and Ooccasıonal slop-
pıness, there 15 ou that the posıtıve aspects of thıs study greatly
outwe1g ese mMI1nor po1ints. ach chapter of thıs cConcıse publiıcatiıon
contaıns such wealth of insıghts and enough food for ought make
it orth readıng ıt agaın and agaın.

eert VAN REYN

Johannes RACHTENDORF, Augustine s Confessiones, Darmstadt, WISs-
senschaftlıche Buchgesellschaft, 2005, Z ISBN 3.534-
154723-1

ugustine’s Confessiones 1Ss classıc of WOT. hlıterature IC
MNan PCISON has urıe: hımself wiıllıngly unwiıllıngly. The Nan
avaılable cCommentarıes a help the reader to penetrate into the
deeper layers of the work AIC, ıf only from 1STOTIC. viewpoınt, CEI-

taınly 19(0)1 superfluous. Ihe assıstance Brachtendorf offers wıth hıs study
purports be INOTEC than hıstorical. Ihe author masterfully paınts the
phılosophıcal background of Antıquity, from 1C the Inquıisıtıve
ugustine profusely TEW embellısh hıs 1919  S ideas. But CVCMN thıs 1S
NOTL sufficıent for Brachtendorf: each time he wants ShOW the mark
Augustine left hıs legacy of the past Thıs backward proJjection he also
Carrıes 0Ug wıthın the work of Augustine tself. In 16 he eady
Was engaged in in-depth exploratıon of the subject. When it CIMET SCS
that Augustine has developed the matter further al rıper ADC, TAaCN-
tendorf alsoO makes projection the ure Thıs speak OTWAT'
proJjection DOCS er than Augustine, SINCEe Brachtendorf wıtnesses the
SaJmllle subject centurlies ater, demonstrating how much thıs
Church Father has become the ınge for INa theme in the Story of
ideas of Western hought Later phılosophers such Kant, Nıetsche,
Heıdegger, and Wiıttgensteimmn eıng ea ıth where requıred. Iso
ere the author sShows the indebtedness of ese people towards Uugus-
tıne, and he pomts Ouft where they varıance ıth hım
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10 all readers of Augustine whom SOTINIC VC dıstın-
guished Brachtendorf o1VvES SOTINIC valuable advıce in hıis introduction:
“‘Vielmehr halt (Augustin) alle en SCINES Denkens gleichzeitig
In der Hand, ASS VonNn einem Thema aAUS$ Brücken mehreren
anderen schlagen kann. och Augustines Kompostionsstil
keineswe2s VonNn logisches Schwäche, sondern eher Von systematıischer
Stärke, insofern nämlıch sachliche Verbindungen 7zwıischen egen-
standsgebieten herstellt, dıe zunächst als unverbunden erscheinen‘ p
13) Therefore, do NOoTt read fast, otherwıse OMNC aıls 18 notice CC1-

taın play of rethorıc In the (exT. Brachtendorf also consıders the aC-

ıty ıth hıch Confessiones has 18 fıt OMNC partıcular SCHIC be COIMN-

of the Sad1il1lc aste TOM the VE beginnıng the author wants
{O work out hat t1es together the indıvıdual 00 of thıs work. er

in-depth study ıt turns oOut that the question of happıness 15 the e1lt-
moOtIv of Confessiones, 16 NO incıdentally OCCupI1eS ıtself ıth Ur's8

vivendı of OUT condıtio humana. Ihıs question of happıness also CCU-

pied ato, Plotinos and (icero. However, the Church Father ll fun-
damentally alter theır erm1inology, IC he abundantly sed paınt
the mMI1SeETY of thıs ıfe er Orıiginal SIN TreIu from the alse
happıness the sensıble order, where everythıng PASSCS and nothıng
remaıns, Augustine derıves irom Plotinos Iso hıs call turn towards
YOUI inner self,; where truth resides, 1s taken V.GI. bDy the Chrıstian
phılosopher, but he 111 substıtute emanatıon ıth the idea of Creation
and mon1ısm ıth monotheısm. Phılosophy MaYy develop ther-
AD Yy for the mentally ıll, but only the Christian WaY eals and eal 18
the g0al 1C the classıcal phılosophers able dıscern, but unable

attaın, sımply because they do NOoLt know hrıst Ihe irue herapy
ead appıness 11l belong 1stl1anı' (pp e

ugustine all posıt hıs OW analysıs of uman ex1istence agaınst
the Hellenıistic and Neo-platonic phılosophy. TOM the first book of
Confessiones 0) he deduces from hıs personal and bıographic road
G0od general SITU: of being-human, of 1C the memoria-theory
in the en book renders the clear outlınes. 1Io be able fınd appıl-
NCSS, ratıonal nsıght ıll longer suffice: belıef in the actıvıty of
God ıll become indıspensable. Ihe thıcal understandıng 4SE'!
the nature of INan in classıcal phiılosophy, longer suffices ıft
111all Ouft of hıs natural mMI1SeTYy 09 49) The bıshop of 1ppoO all repeal
eTr Paul catchphrase that Ial 111 fınd mM1SeETY ıf he eXchanges
hıs Creator ıth Hıs Creatures and ultımately 00 for hımself ıIn them
(pp-

FOor thıs erring INan the preacher NOT only SCS the OoUNOS
metaphor of the soul strayıng irom the Father he fınds thıs imagerYy
also In the parable of the lost SOM The of thıs SIN 1S prıde,
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through 16 seeks 18 put hımself in the place of God IThe SadiIlle

madness Augustine recogn1zes in hıs Juvenile prank of the PCAar
when he sought Ontest the prohıbıition because ıt W ds prohıbited.
It 1S really sSma SIN wantıng challenge the order of eing,
through 16 Ianl rejJects hıs appominted place and ıIn o1ng Cannot
fınd hıs happıness (pp 63-68)? In book 111 Brachtendorf outlınes the
gnost1ic relıg10n in far that the for happıness led Augustine fall
in the Manıchean gui1le (pp In book the deep mournıng for
the loss of chıldhood irend provıdes Augustine 11ICE LNOTC ıth the
opportunıity present unhappıness perverted love, in MC

has een put in the place of the everlastıng God
Here, Augustine es the opportunıty apprecılate and COrreCct the
StO1C understandıng of the affects TIhe herapy of feelings 111 consıst
hereıin that the orlıentatiıon of the human ıll be gıven back fo the
all of G0d Wıth thıs Brachtendorf the relatıon between 1fi-
frul, In which he strıps utl of ıts instrumental meanıng. Perhaps the
author COUuU ave made appeal 118 broader bıblıography regard-
ing thıs subject. Man’s UIsSC mıtate and be hımself (God ın thıs
mournıng epısode ell the PCAar Brachtendorf regrettably
dıd not wısh elucıdate irom superbia in the (or1ıg1ınal) Fall (pp 8 Y
99) ook V, in 1C Augustine describes the undermminıng of hıs
Manıchean belıef, 1S for Brachtendorf the opportunıty place the al
defection, agaınst the phiılosophıcal background of scepticısm (pp 09-
M2) In book VI Augustine examınes the arguments to belıeve, and
he also scrutinızes hı1ıs erring concerning the hıghest X00d, hrough
IC he already Caln partly reach orward the Convers1ıon of the
all In book 111 (pp 13-118) In book VII the author ollows the
breakthrough of neo-platon1c hought IC helped Augustine lıb-

hımself completely irom the dualısm of Manıche1ism, ıth hıs
SO-Calle‘ ratiıonalısm and hıs genealogy of evıl. Wıth its grab fOor the
dıvinıty, evıl has een caused Dy 0-0 else but maı vıl in ıts

non-being all keep Augustine firom consıdering evıl
apart irom G0d Iso here., the author neglects look into the

ater works 18 SCC hat Augustine further thınks of superbia. The 11Cc  <

po1n of 16 W of ratiıonalıty Causes the immınent CONVeIT {O stand in
LIC  S relatıon 18 al What o€eSs Augustine ave do ıth the rela-
t1o0n Plato-Paulus unless he not only ets al refer hıstorıcal acts,
but alsoO let CoOoun condıtıon 18 the rationalıty of the Ontent
ofal TIhe metaphysıcal order of eing from the platonıc WOT. 11l
sShow how much Augustine 1S thıs phiılosophıcal adıtıon

hıs ıdea of God the spırıtual realıty al the LOp of everythıng
IC ex1Ists. hıs invıtes Brachtendorf of COUTSC COMPATC the C/OoNn-
fessiones ıth h1ıs earliegt wrıtings, In which also the spırıtual asSsCent
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the dıvıine has een developed (pp 113-154). In book I1 the author
ollows the lıne of thınkıng of Augustine’s CONVers10n regardıng the
wiıll, In IC continence (abstinence) INn sexualıty PIOVCS be the
MmMoOost dıfficult ODsStacle Herei the author clarıfıes the texti frequently
ıth developments In later wrıtings Ihe weakness and dısunıty of the
ıll only be healed through the intervention of At the end
of thıs book Brachtendorf 18 o1ve expanded “status quaesti0-
Nn1ıSsS of the development which ugustine’s doctrine of has SONC
ough, al the mMoOoment when he h1s Confessiones, provıd-
ng clear and successful analysıs (pp 155-188). In book ugus-
tine places the ea of hıs mother Monnıca In sharp nNniras ıth the
mournıng he went through al the loss of hıs chıldhood TIEN! book

gaıns the mournıng for hıs mother the adolescent of before
feels hımself armed ıth the Christian hope dS opposed ese who
do nNOot belheve the resurrection. Regrettably, the author o0es NOTt refer

the ed1ıtor1a lınk 16 unmistakably exXxIsts between the VLS1LO 1C
precedes the Ca of Monnıca and the WAaY In IC the SOM
terms ıth thıs Is NOoT the andlıng urıng the grieving PITOCCSS
precısely the d1scovery of fenere 1C only ex1Ists In the love towards
G0d p Even though the adolescent who hought hımself be

god 15 dead and 15 strıving for dıfferent happıness 5 VGL SINCE hIs
acknowledgment of God, the VLSLO of (Ost1ia has 1a(011 completely CON-

querede (pPPp 189-201). o0k In 1C MemoOr1a takes CECIMN-
tral place, Brachtendorf consıders 18 be pıvotal text between the tirst
nıne and the three remamınıng o0oks. through 16 Confessiones unde-
nıa form unıty. In h1is pursult of appıness has 1{8 COM AC10OSS5
the question of God, before he COMINC into OuUuC ıth the hıstorıical
Dıvıne Revelatıon (of God) Rıghtly, the author pomts {O the fact that

be AWAAaTEC of appıness, 0€eSs NOT necessarıly ımply that OMNC 1S AWAAaTC
of God Yet: ımplıcıt owledge of God 1s essential for the restlessness
of the heart, that only finds 1fs rest In God

hıs theoretica nsıght ugustine 11l from book bring
the practical evel: when he StTarts recounting hI1s ıfe STOTY the search
for happıness In Irıendshi1p, ıth Cicero, ıth the Manıcheans, in hon-
OUT, and In ust Only the (Neo-)Platonıc phılosophers 11l help hım
acquıre COTrTECT nsıght of hımself and of God, In the WOT. and the
people Wıth Paul and hIs Chrıistology of umıilıty he SCCS the pOSSI-
bılıty of bringing unıty the complex wiıll, and fınally reach h1s
hıghest happıness In book 1 er eıng drıven Dy restless he.  z
irom the beginnıng It 15 110 obvıous that Augustine 111 investigate
In MemoOr1a and ın time the condıtiıons 16 WOUuU make ıt poss1ıble

further ascend towards (G10d hereas in the Prev10uUS 00 ıt W ds
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ST1 NOT clear that Augustine had seit hıs S12 somethıng IHNOTC than
Conversıon in hıs OW ıfe STOTY, ıt becomes clear from 00 and
XI onwards “dass Augustinus seiIne eigene Bekehrungsgeschichte iInter-
pretiert als Zeug2nis für eine allgemein menschliche Sıtuation. SO WIe

selbst sıch ott zuwandte, VEIIMAS jeder ensch sıch hekehren
und ott suchen, weıl Jjeder ensch kraft seiner Vernunftnatur ein
ımplizıtes Wıssen ott hesıtzt‘ 216) Wıth the inevıtable refer-

De triınıtate where the Church tather desceribes human COIN-
SCIOUSNESS wıthın hıs Irınıtarıan STruCLUTreE, Brachtendorf Shows that,
throughout the ole hıstory of 1deas, phılosophers WEeTC fascınated
by Augustine’s analysıs of in book and of time In book XI
er preceding analysıs of time itself the author COMPATCS UuguS-
tine ıth the tradıtiıon of Antıquity, ouft of AC he drew, and er
summıng the simılarıties and dıfferences, continue the 1alogue
of Heıidegger ıth Augustine ıIn which eın und LZeıt takes CEMN-
tral posıtıon. In book Brachtendorf treats the three temptations the
SO-Calle: CupLditas rıplex of the converted PCISON ıIn rather neglect-
ful ashıon The 1CaSON eludes why thıs time he 0€eSs 191011 make
cComparıson ıth earher texti such De Verd religione 37,68

(pp 202 235% X 236 265:; Xl) TIhe exegetical approac of
the fırst VEISCS of Genes1is in book XII PrOompts the author agaın
make comparıson ıth the alitereitfecCc of Augustine, ıc thıs time
he places in hermeunetic 1alogue ıth (jadamer (pp 266-277).
In book 111 Brachtendorf underlınes HcGce INOTC the simılarıties and
the dıfferences ıth OLMNOS regardıng Creatıon AS allegory of sal-
vatıon. Yy; the author discerns in the VE last the nıtıal Impe-
{US trinıtarıan reflection in umaı  1n (pp 278-289).

In the concludıng remarks the author SUMS al the argumen(ts,
which he has ul In the COUISC of the study, 18 demonstrate that
the SCHIC of Confessiones c<hould NOT be narrowed OoOWN IO Protrep-
tıkos ıth phılosophıca. Ontent er the I1Nailler of Arıstotle C1icerTo,
but that ıt exhorts w1ısdom IC reaches beyond phılosophy and
1C COMPpTrISES al 09 292)

In the COUISC of hıs CO  arYy the author has OoOun enough
I1Casons SCC that the unıty iın thıs masterplece (1-1X, A, XI-XIL)
should be SC above all in the question of happıness and destiny,
; returns refraın in the study Ihe number of Bracht-
en! devotes each book allows discover hıs a1ım how dıd
Antıquıity ook al human happıness, hat dıd Augustine inherıt and
hat dıd he change in thıs aspect, and how dıd generatı1ons er hım
pıck thıs subject matter”? Because of h1ıs sıck soul, ugustıne kept
pursumg hıs apparent happıness and continued search for the ıghest
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go0od in the places, through 1C ıt became clear hat COU
ave een the ICasSson for h1s unhappıness. Wıth the adoratiıon of tem-
POTAaTLY pleasure in earthly g00ds the searcher of happıness wante 18
be god and al the Sa|'mMnıe time he repeate the prımal SIN from 1C
all later mMI1serYy temmed Ihe happıness hıes the road of
C  ıstologıic umilıty, 1C wıshes be Victory of prıde
of all mM1sery eart Not phılosophy the Key of erapy, but
Chrıstian al (pp 290-303).

Confessiones 1S CcE NOT book 1C OIl should present {O
SOMTNCONC d first introduction Augustine. Takıng Brachtendorf’s
study preparatıon for readıng thıs classıc from Chrıstian Antıquıty
certamly 1S recommended, but it ıll NOoTt be CaS Y for begınners
Neve:  eless, thıs work has ıts meriıt the fact that ıt guldes the reader
into the phılosophiıcal setting of ose days and allows the aftereffects

be felt rıght 118 the present day TIo the full earıng of Con-
fessiones, Brachtendorf has opte: for wofold In h1s COIMM-

aCKwards In 1quıty, where the master
of Westernng ODtaıne: hıs phılosophızıng ools, IC he In turn
adapted {O workıng tools at the Servıice of hıs newly WON insıghts. Ihıs

backwards the author repeate when he sought connection
ıth ugustine s earlıer works, and after that vemen: orwards to
the later works, 1C confırm alter hat untıl then ugustine had
laımed hıs orwards the author ımplements beyond the
lımıts of ugustine, Mndıng hımself In the Sstory of ideas, in 1
SOTIIC intult1ons of thıs Church father iruntfully continued altered
eediless Sa Yy that the author has be wıdely-read In the subject
matter order be able present such study, of ıC the esults
COU. be erme: ImpressIive. Brachtendorf clearly dıd 18(0)1 ave the inten-
t1on render VE specıalıze: analysıs of the SXIS:; but he certamly
has succeeded In makıng LLLOTC manıfest the PUTDOSC of thıs classıc.

ernar: BRUNING

Annemare KO Augustine s Confessions. Communicative Purpose
and Audıience. Leıden-Boston Brıill, 2004 (Supplements Vıg1-
hae Christianae 1}
It 18 110  S generally agreed AMMoNg cholars that characterizıng

Confessiones autobio0graphy, hınders rather than facılıtates the
understandıng of thıs hıgh pomt in lıterary hıstory. Annemare Kotze  ”4
INaNAaSCS (O underpın thıs nsıght In excıting and interesting study,


