
I EELCKO

Sıble Jan Ypma Was born Aprıl 73 1917 ıIn T7)erkwerd(municıipality of Wonseradeel) the province of Friesland He WAas the
SON of Jan Ypma and Agatha Hettinga. oth hıs father and hıs mother
WeTC of farming stock Hıs place of birth Was close Bolsward,Centre of actıvıty for the Franciscan friars. When boy he felt thevocatıon become priest, he moved from Friıesland Limburg,complete hıs secondary education al the sem1ınary of the FranciscanFriars iın Venray. He finıshed hIis secondary educatıon ıth Na-S1Ium alpha (grammar school) dıploma.

However, he dıd NOoTt er the Francıscan Order, but rather theAugustinian ÖOrder On September 9th 1936 he rece1ved the habıt alWıtmarsum and begun hiıs novıcılate, adopting the rel1g10us aineEelcko. yYCAar and day later, September 10© 1937, he took hıssımple OWS al Wıtmarsum. As frater clericus he stayed in Eındhovenfor [WO° where he Was instructed In phılosophy, CXı In Culem-borg for ONe YCAar, where he W as taught fundamental theology. On Sep-tember 1 Oth 1940 he made hıs solemn profession al Culemborg. In the
SaJme yCar he moved the Augustinianery al Nıjmegen CON-tinue hıs theological tudiıes On Ma 30%h 1947 he Was ordaıned priıestin s-Hertogenbosch.

In August 1943, alter completing hıs theological educationwıthın the Order, he Was ordered conventualıs of the TYyof Nıjmegen 18 finish hıs theological tudıies al the local unıversity. Hetook classes wıth, others, Prof. Frıts Van der Meer. On June17° 1947 he graduated ıth dıstinction. Under the gu1ıdance of Prof.Reinier Post he speclalised In medieval church history. On March 74
1949 he rece1ved hıs doctorate In theology after defending hıs diısser-
tatıon the “Generaal Kapıttel Van 10N  9 (Chapter General of S10n)At the erYy of Nıjmegen he tılled the of magısterCaeremon1arum and of SOCIUS of the magıster of the Iratres clerici fIrom
August 700 1949 August 11© 1952 Apart from proviıding lıturgicalassıstance 1{8 the churches In and around Nıjmegen, he also
held, durıng that tiıme, the posıtıon of Secretlary the Encylopaedie Vanhet Katholicisme (Encyclopedia of Catholicısm), proJect seft Dy theAugustinian Frlars under the redaction of hıs fellow brethren EphraemHendrikx. Caspar Doensen and Wınfried Bocxe. During the VCars 1950-1955 he carrıed Ouf research the Augustinian conventicles in the

Iranslation Dy Wıllem Iven.
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northern of the Netherlands On thıs subject he publıshed, then d

ell later, several artıcles Of the relevant archıval materı1al he iran-

scrıibed substantıal amount Thıs transcriıption 15 al the present time
deposıted the chıves of the Dutch Augustinian Provınce al ind-
hoven.

On August 11th 1952 he rece1ved appoıntment for France.
The Dutch Augustinians had decıded in 1948 establısh themselves

Parıs In order restore the erere In France the er had col-
lapsed and een disbanded 4S result of the French Revolution. Iwo
CONV! WEIC established, OMNC in Bagneux, in the vicınıty of arls, and
OMNC in arlıs ıtself. Originally the convent in Parıs W as housed in the
Rue X avıiıer-Privas in the Quartier Latın In 1958 ıt W as transferred 18

the Rue de avel, In the fifteenth distrıct. In arlıs BEelcko led the ıfe
of stud10us monk until 1978, evotiıng himself praycr and hospI1-
talıty, whıılst also Carryıng ouf research the hıstory of the UgusS-
tinıan er in France, INOTIC particularly the medieval Augustinians
workıing al the Sorbonne. urıng thıs per10d he alsSO published studıes

the First Augustinian School and Was engaged in edıting crıtical
dıtıon of the works of James of Vıterbo

In 1956 the seventh entenarYy of the foundatıon of the ugus-
tinıan er Was magniıfıicently celebrated. TOom thıs Samlec YCaIl ates
hıs first publıcatıon the hıstory of theological educatıon wıthın the
TOeT, particularly al the Sorbonne. He had een g1ven the task Dy
Athanasıus Van der Weıjden, Prior Provincıal of the Dutch Augustin-
1an Provınce, fo wrıte monograph wıthın the framework of the CEeN-

tenary As ıt turned Outf, he ended wrıting study the Organıza-
t1o0n of the ‘“ stud1a ” in the Augustinıan Sr duriıng the 1rsS CenNturYy
of 1fs ex1istence. The work has thoroughly PrOVCN 1fs soundness and 1s
ST1L cıted ıth approval. It contributed broader both
insıde and outsıde the rder,; of the ımportance of Augustinian theo-
Jogıcal studies in the 3th_15th centurIies. Ihe publicatıon, earıng the

Le developpement de l’enseignement chez les Ermutes de Saıint
Augustın siecle, also served d second sen10r thes1ıs On June

1956 the Conseıl de la Section des Scilences Religijeuses expressed
favourable opınıon of ıt As result he acquired the grade of Eleve

dıplome of the cole Pratique des Hautes Etudes
In ese cırcles he became acquaıinted wıth, others,

medievalısts such Mgr Andre Combes, edıtor of
medieval manuscrI1pts. 10 hım he communicated the request of the
Prior General for Mgr Combes edıt the works of James of Vıterbo
71308) Wıthın the Augustinian er James had een revered
blessed fOor centurIlies. In 1911 hıs veneratıon W as confırmed Dy Pope
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1US After thıs the postulator of the Order applıed hımself 1{8 col-lecting materı1al 1C should ultimately ead {[O hıs sanctıfıcation. Hısmiracles asıde, the wrıtings of the beatıfied INan also had be stud-1ed In order do thıs they had be publıshed first
Mgr Combes advısed Eelcko undertake the crıitical edıtıonhımself. And the latter sef about edıting James’ work, partly motI1-Vate: by the Order’s desire 18 the blessed James saılnt.He started Dy m  ıng inventory of the manuscrıpts ofJames’ wrıtings. In 16 W of the number of manuscrıpts, he W ds In hıs

OW time almost popular Ihomas Aquinas. TIo begın ıthEelcko seit himself edıting James’ Ouodlibeta. The first Ouodlibet
Was publıshed In crıtical edıtiıon In 1968 After the serl1es of fourOuodlibeta had een publıshed, he went from 19823 ıth equa. zeal
{O edıt James’ De praedicamentis In divinis. By 1987 [WO volumeshad een publıshed, contamıng seventeen quaestiones In ofta Becausehıs already restricted eyesight degenerated further, he publıshed fromthen each quaestio separately In the Journal Augustiniana: the 18in 1988, and 0  E} unı In 1999 he publıshed hıs 260 and ast S_10 Hıs Englısh fellow brother Edmund Colledge, edıtor of the WwrIıt-Ings of medieval mystics, had indeed, aCCount of theıir g00d rela-t10ns, offered 1{8 help hım finısh the remamnıng quaestiones. Ihe
cCooperatıon Was started but NOT continued. Ihe final quaestiones AIcST1 awaıltıng publıication.

The Augustinian Friar James of Vıterbo had een actıve both Inarıs and In Napels. For the edıtıon of hıs works hıs Parısıan ep1sode15 MoOost important. It Was there that he became baccalaureus forma-
{us In 1288 and afterwards magister of theology. In hıis wrıtings he
entered into dialogue especıally ıth Ihomas Aquinas, Henry of
Ghent. Goffrey of Fontaines, and hıs fellow brother Gıles of Rome. Hısknowledge of neoplatonically coloured Arıstotelism W dads extens1ıve.For centurlies James W as best known for hıs treatıse the Church,De regımine christiano, the first theological treatıse the subjectJames’ thought fits into medieval Augustinianism developedwıthın the First Augustinian School. Hıs theology clear lıneof reasonıng. He Was capable of critically summarızıng the OpIn10nNsof hıs contemporarıes, and cıte them accurately. James Was creatıveIn iindıng hıs OW solutions, 1C 1Ss why he Was called doctor Inven-
LVUS. Because he managed CADICSS hıs criticısm of others In CON-
genı1al WAaVY, he 1s also known d doctor 2ratiosus. TIhe latter INaYyalso refer the remarkable WAaY in 1C he regularly expressed hIs
gratitude towards his teachers.
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TOmM the beginnıng of the 13© CeNTLUrY there Was groWwIng COIN-

victiıon that the study of eology cshould also be made fıt into Arıs-
totle sclentific model ttempts do entaıled objectification
of the study of eology: the emphasıs longer lay the subject
who theolog1ised, and by theologizıng rece1ved salvatıon. but the

object, the scı1ence iıtself. In paralle]l ıth thıs WaYy of thinkıng, thıink-
ng about INan had changed. In the nNe  < conception of Man, InNan Was

longer dependant (G0d in everythıng, but only partıally S! and,
1ıke kıng, he Was self-sufficıent in far hıs OW world Was COMN-

cerned. Was enough for hıs world be controlled by TeAaSON Human
ıll W as interfering factor in thıs, whılst in earher tradıtiıon rational
1l Was pre-eminently the place where 1Nall could meeft God James‘
quaestiones, which COMC the fore in the Disputationes de quolibet,
reveal the actualıty of thıs discuss1ıon, fOor the per10d around 1300 Was

marked al the universıty Dy discussıon of the question of whether 1l
W as super10r TEASOMN OT the other WaYy around. hıs had 1ıfts CL-
CUSS10NS the IMNMAannNeI of theologızıng and the interpretation of
the statute of eology. In [WO fascınatıng contributions FBelckös col-

lege friend and secular priest Francıs Ruello, Out of appreclatıon fOor
hıs critical edıtiıon work, has g1ven attention James’ analogy of eing
|Augustiniana and h1ıs 1eW the foundatıons of human lıberty
|Augustiniana

In the Parısıan convent Felcko Ypma Was master of the nOVICeS,
magıster of the ratres clericı and sacrıstan. Out of respect fOor and
admiratıon of hıs fellow brother and housemate Luc Verhe1uJjen, the

eXpent Augustine who ectured exX of Augustine 18 the Ecole
ratıque des Hautes Etudes., Felcko regularly found himself prepared

sıgn A student ıth hım, in order for Verhe1jen reach the

required number of students for hıs classes.
O the Man Yy forei1gn gueSIS stayıng al the Kue de Javel, (these

were) en fellow brethren lıvyıng for SOMC VYCars in Parıs for the sake
of study, he Was always friendly, benevolent, and patıent host He
W as always attentive the welfare of the guesis. regular visıtor
the Bibliotheque Nationale himself, he Was always ready assıst them
In 1brary atters and in the secrets of iOWN and universıty. He W as

interested In theır studıes, elIr thoughts and Opin10ns.
In the cConvent al the Rue de ave hospitalıty Was irom time

time g1ven the German-Amerıcan Augustinian frıar Francıs Roth,
who W das involved in the Augustinian Historical Institute in New ork
oth had collected lot of materı1al the Englısh Augustinian
Frıars, and W as author of the work The English Austın Friars. Was
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he who encouraged Eelcko Ypma 1{8 OCCUDY hımself INOTE intensivelyıth the hıstory of the Augustinians In France, which untıiıl! then hIS-
Oorlans had een otally neglecting. As result, Eelcko collected
large amount of data French Augustinian uthors and monasterI1es.
The materı1al the and monasterı1es, neatly arrange: ın
flıng cabınet, 1Ss kept in the Archıve of the utc Augustinian OVINCce
al Eiındhoven. Hıs work Les Autfeurs auZ2ustins francais W das publıshedDy the Augustins Hıstorisch Instituut (Augustinian Hıstorical nst1-
ule in Louvaın. The Dictionnaire de spirıtualite and the Dictionnaire
d’histoire el geographie ecclesiastiques contaın hıs contrıbutions
several French Augustinians.

In Parıs Eelcko Ypma W das member of the cırcle of post-grad-who meTt weakly basıs al the ome of the famous medieval-
ist and Ockham cholar Paul Vıgnaux read XS of medieval
phiılosophers. He W ds ONe of the MOStT oya. Vvisıtors. Vıgnaux had Sun-gested {O hım, ın 1e W of hıs profound knowledge of James of Vıterbo,that he should obtaın second PhD eoTee In order O do } Ekelcko
put together reasoned 1st of James’ works and the author’s CUrricu-
lum On March 78 1973 he rece1ved al the Sorbonne the degree of
Octeur de l’histoire de philosophie, 3th cyele, ıth the honourable
mentıon fres 1en The of hıs dıssertation W ds L’activite litteraire
de Jacques de Vıterbe ESA Parıs.

TIhanks the intercession of Eelcko myself in 1974 had
several informative and stimulating CISs ıth the exceedingly affa-
ble mıiıster Vıgnaux Was al Ekelcko’s instigation that Was able
attend few SesSSIONS al Vıgnaux’s. They WeTIC the teachıngs the
Irmity of John of Rıpa urıng earlhıer Stay In Parıs kelcko had
helped In learnıng read the abbrevlations that AdIc OoOun in the
theological XAS of incunabula. Since, al the time, W dads preparıng for

dıssertation the Irınıtarıan theory of Gabriel Bıel, W dads readıngzthe editi10 princeps of hıs Collectorium. The JTübıingen crıtical edıtıon
had NOl yel een publıshed. In the matter of thıs So of knowledgetransfer Eelcko showed hımself {O be able and sympathetic teacher.

In 1978 he SulItTere: etinal separatıon in hI1s eft CYC Several
YCAars before., the Samıe ıng had happened hıs Mg CYC, ıth the
tragıc result of becoming completely 1n In thıs CYC Due IO the ICS-
olute actıon of hıs Dr10T, Serge Armıinjon, who had hım ımmediatelytransferred Dy ambulance from Parıs Utrecht, repetition of thıs
loss W dads voıded In Utrecht he Was reated at the famous Ooglıjders-gasthu1s (Hospıtal for CVC patıents) by Prof. Hoppenbrouwer. The CYC
W as saved the extfant that Eelcko regaıned 20% of hıs CVC S12 In
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order recuperate he stayed al the moOonaste: of Marıen-
hage ıIn Eındhoven, and from the 18[ of July 1979 he lıved 0& Br
conventualıs. He returned hıs beloved Parıs

In Eındhoven, when hıs CYVC S12 had sufficıently improved, he
resumed hıs abours of extual criticısm. He preferred work ın the
readıng LOOMM of the mOona 1brary Despıite hıs SEVGIS handıcap,
NO-OIMN! CVG7 heard hım complaın and he always remaıiıned industr10us.
You imagıne the posture in whiıch he performed hıs work: deeply
bent OVCTI, armed ıth hıs magnıfyıng glasses, hıs face floatıng MC

the texT, then stretchıng hıs back search for nO In the fılıng cab-
inet wrıte somethıng oOWN in hıs characterıstic angular hand-
wrıting, from time time hıftıng hıs head keep CYC hıs SUT1-

roundıngs, particularly when he ear VOI1ICES he could nOoTt identify.
For YCAaIS he W as member of the consılı.m of the convent of

Marıenhage and from 1995 1998 he W as subprior. In the Augusti-
1an church of Eindhoven he had much frequented confess1i0onal, but
because of hıs handıcap he could not preach, 11OI Was he able aCT

1rsS celebrant in the aıly cConvent 114aSss Hıs plety W as simple and
intense. He felt devotion for the saınted Augustinıan frıar
Nıicholas of Tolentine, who 1S especılally worshipped in ındhoven and
ıts surroundıngs.

As he sed do in the {tOoOwn centre of Parıs, he 110  S COIMN-

ducted (0101 of the IMNOTEC imıted arca of the mon and the church
10 Visıtors of the mOonas of Marıenhage he Was friendly and ell
respected doorkeeper. The posıtıon of doorkeeper DaVC hım much
pleasure, partly because In the doorkeeper s odge he could continue
ıth hıs extual cr1tic1sm, and partly because of hIis natural interest in
er people.

10 h1ıs fellow brethren he W as communicatıve and Ca y be
ıth. He often managed conversatıons ıth hıs fellow brethren
In such WaYy that they arrıved al the OPIC of James of Vıterbo Anus-
iere by nature, alert and prec1se, he maintained hıs mental and pAYyS1-
cal vitalıty advanced aDC During the last YCAaLS of hIıs ıfe hıs
mınd lost SOMNC of ıts mental acuıty, although he could S{1 immedi1-
ately call Dy anlec all those who greeted hım But during the ensumng
conversatıons he easıly swıtched subjects.

Strengthened Dy the sacrament of the yıng he passed aAaWdAY
Sunday moOrnıng, the 26th of August 2007 in the Orangerıe al 1nd-
hoven, the place of abode of the convent during the TIeCNO-

vatıon of the mMmONas } On rıday the lth of August h1s uneral SCI -

1C@€e W as held In the Augustiniıan church. Durıng the celebratıon of the
Eucharıst passSagc Was read from hıs beloved James of Vıterbo The
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PASSagc question Was the translatıon of of the quaestio prımaof the Disputatio tertia de quolibet: the goal of theology 15 OUTr salva-
t1on. Eelcko Ypma Was burıed In the miıdst of h1ıs fellow brethren In
the CoNnvent cemetery of Marıienhage, where hıs body hıes awaıltıng the
day of resurrection.

11n SCHRAMA


