
SOLA SCRIPTURA -
MARTIN LUTHER’S INVENTION?

! / Commemorating the 500® Anniversary
of the Printed Edıtion of the Constitutions of

the r  er of St Augustine in Nuremberg in 4-1

The notions “ Scripture principle ” and “ Scripture alone ” AdIcC
en sed for dıfferentlating the Christian denominatıons, being
watchwords dıstınguish Protestants from Catholics. However, the
notion of “ crıpture princıple” 15 invention of the nıneteenth CEIMN-
tury' and “ Scrpture alone ” SOLA scrıptura) dS CONCeptL 15 much er
than Luther’s Reformatıon and known primarıly d post-Reformation
slogan.“

Ihroughout the hıstory of the Church, the Sacred Scripture Was
the definıtive authorıty the Church For the athers of the Church and
the theologıans of the 1ddle Ages ere W ds ou that theology
always had 118 be bıblical theology.“ Ihomas Aquınas 1€ In
interpreting John 2A4 ıth Gal 1 66If aAaNVONC preach gospel yOUu
er than that iC yOU ave rece1ved, let hım be anathema ”,
eclare: that ..  nly the canonıcal crıpture 1s normatıve for Taıth ”
SOLA CANONLCA scrıptura est regula fidei) in dıifferent translatıon
ONEC INaYy SaYy the canonıcal Scripture 15 the CasSsure of faıth.?’*

Luther hımself apparently dıd 1a(01)1 IN the specıfic eXpress10n,
sola Scrıptura. When consulting [WO recent 00 ° Luther’s the-
ology Y OMNC 0€es NOoTt gel al y aNnsSsSWeT the question of the org1in of
thıs ° Protestant” maxı1ım. In 1971 Gerhard Ebelıng clarıfıed hat
Luther meant Dy “ Scrpture alone  27 Luther meant CXPIECSS ıth thıs
CONCEDL the self-sufficıiency and clarıty of the 1DI1Ca IMNCSSALC that
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MNgS ıfe dS ıt 15 the lıyıng, spoken Word of God.® crıpture inter-
prefts iıtself (scriıptura SUL LDSIUS interpres), crıpture 15 the
authorıty that teaches that TIS Justifies the sinner./ Luther under-
stood “ Scrpture alone ” also ““pure doctrine„ 8

Furthermore, for Luther the princıple of ‘ Scripture alone ” mean
crıpture readıng ‘ wıth closed eVEeS “ wıthout allı y other influence from
outsıde, wıthout scholastıc phılosophıcal speculatıons revelatıons
Dy enthusıasts. “DO NOL speculate! °1’he CYCS should be closed and the
testimonYy [of the Bıble| should be taken. ” “I do 181011 belheve In anı Yy
dreams VISION. sımply beheve the text  27 One must remaın ıth
the *naked texti of the Bıble” alone..? Ihe formula °wıth closed eyes”
1S another WaY of expressing the principle of crıpture alone. Agaımst

“ subjectivism ” (of1C Luther 1S accused Dy SOINEC er atholıc
Luther scholars, Joseph Oortz eit al.) the Reformer insısted: ”One
must 18(0)1 er the Word of G0od to Nne s  2 OW taste.  »”10 Yer. the CAPDICS-
S10N “ cripture alone ”/ sola srıptura 15 hard fınd In Luther’s works.
TIhe concentratıon crıpture alone 1S not ypıcal ° Lutheran  227 But
where dıd thıs princıple COMNC Irom, ıf it W äas NOot Luther’s invention?

I uther hımself indıcated that hıis professor In Erfurt, Odocus
Irutfetter 1© In taught them that OMNC WeCS al only the
Sacred Scripture. *! In 1506 Trutfetter INaYy ave een known for thıs
convıction and had eecn hıred for the Universıity of Wıttenberg by the
Augustinıan scholar Johann VO  — taupıtz 1€ 524): Thus,
OIIC INa Y ASSUTNC that early Luther Was taught {O CONCeEeNTrate
crıpture alone, and OIlC INaYy observe further that the CVC of the
° Reformatıon ” there W ds canonIıstic tradıtıon supporting Staupıtz s
and Luther’s assertion of the prımal authorıty of crıpture Vl that of
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councıls eccles1astical authorities. !® In 1105 that ıt 1S most
plausıble that Luther goLl hıs clue for h1s concentratıon crıpture
alone from the polıcıes of the er of St Augustine to which he
elonged.

Between 1504 and 1506:* Luther’s superI10r, Johann VON

taupıtz, worked 11ICc  < dıtıon of the old C’onstitutiones of the
Augustiniıan er of 1287/1290 and publıshed ıt under the (/ON-
stitutiones fratrum Eremitarum sanctı Augustini ad Apostolicorum prLVv-
ılegi0rum formam DFO reformatione Alemanniae .} The 1S COIN-

SPICUOUS it includes “reformatıo ” dS the PUTDOSC of the constitutions:
° for the reformatıon of Germany”, meanıng for the reform of the er
of Salnt ugustine ermany Staupıtz’s preface has the date of the
Vıgıl of Pentecost 1504 al Nuremberg. The first known print 0€Ss NOL
o1ve date of printing 11OT the printer’s 1971081° place.!® One ASSUTNCS that
the printer Was Jerome Hölzel al Nuremberg and that the edıtıon appeared
SOON after Pentecost 15047 One INaYy wonder why the NaIne, place and
date of the print WeTC NOL include: Was ıt intentionally left Out In order
1a(0)1 gel pınned OoOWN for premature publıcatıon SINCe the papa
approva dıd NO COMNC unı March 506718 Or Was it sımply of
COMNCEITIN al al] al that time indıcate date and place of publıcatıon?

For (JUT question concerning the maxım “ cripture alone”, the
seventeenth chapter of the 1fty-one chapters of the Constitutiones 1Ss
ımportant, ıt eals ıth the tasks of the master of NOVICES and hat
he 15 Suppose instruct them Hıs maın duty 1S the superv1s1ıon of the
CWCOMIET.: which includes the enforcement of certaın code of eNaV-
(0) for example, when and where DOW, genuflect, and afte;
{O carefully handle 00 and vestments; NOT hang Out ıth the COIN-
ent of the frıars unless invıted; NOT dıspute ou the ule and
Constitutions:;: NOT Jom gueStS the infırm al theır meals:; how
hold CUD ıth both an and sıttıng OWN when ıng drınk; 1a(811
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walk around ıth eal (*“wıth eck outstretched’ |extento collo}
accordıng the Vulgate versıon of Is 16), but ıth the CYCS 1Xe'

the ground; {O talk Ou SOINCONC who 1S absent unless it 1S
somethıng g00d, 18 praise SOTNCOIIC hıs face; 18(0)1 send
recelve etters wıthout perm1ss10n. frıar °shall love POVEITY, Stay
AWdYy from elıghts, and chatter h1s OW wıll”

thıs VE Onftext of Chapter kE the ollowıng dırective 1S g1ven
concerning the Sacred Scriptures: Sacram scrıpturam avıde egat,
devote audıat el ardenter addıiscat, 66He 1S read the Sacred Scripture
eagerly, lısten ıt evoutly, and learn ıt fervently”.  »” 19 The texti contıin-
ucs ıth the admoniıtıon 187011 mentıon the socı1al posıtıon gradus of
nNne s parents the degree of theır nobilıty parental wealth
worldly honors. 0Ug the directive Ou the INaYy easıly be
drowned Out by all the other rules and regulatıons, it remaıns 1gnif1-
z that the study of the Sacred Scripture ıthın the &] 1 1S the noblest
task for the frıars, of dıvıne sServıce. One INa Yy z  a’} thıs phrase
irom the Order’s Constitutiones 4S another eXpress1ion of sola scrıptura.

Already In hıs übıngen Sermons pri10r 1500 taupıtz had
declared that the 1s the emminentLisSsSıma auctor1ıtas holy wrıt
(sancta scrıptura), usıng St ugustine s words from the City of God
00 AL1,3) Sacred Scripture 1S the hıghest authorıity . Scripture o1ves
credence concernıng all Oose thıngs that OUg. know and yel, Dy
ourselves, unable learn.?0 hıs Tübıngen Sermon 31 Staupitz aCTU-
ally saı1d that .. the Sacred Scripture alone  27 (In sola scrıptura SaCra)
SCC the face of G0od hıle ere earth *! Thus, Scripture alone
provıdes the PITODCI revelatıon of who (10d 1s the Sdallle veın, the ate-
medieval ugustinı1an Frıar OoOnTrTa Zenn (dıed had declared that
OIlC had know the Sacred crıptures if ONMNC wante: know Chrıst22
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Evıdently, accordıng the Order’s Constitutiones, the UugUuS-
tinıan NOVICES {O devote all eIr energles the study of the Bıble.,
In contradıction Gabrıiel 1e1 1e who stressed that
CVCII for begınners in the study of theology the readıng of the
WOU nNOoTt be approprıate, it WOU almost be detrimental send
them such wıde ocean.% In CoNn{iras such Op1nıon, the UuguS-
tinı1ans WEeIC programmed early in theır monastıc CaIcCcCIsSs dedi1-
Cafte themselves the study of the oung Luther greatiy ben-
efıted from these Constitutiones ıth which he SICW in the er
The hıstorıical Luther WOUuU thus nNnoTt be understood correctly f OMC
WOU 1sregar. the centralıty of the Scrptures ıth 1C Luther Was
confronted already nOovıce in the er of St Augustine. Luther
had “MmMmoved In  27 ıth the Augustinıians al rfurt July 1505 .4
hıs Was about OIMlC yCar er taupıtz has sıgned hıs preface for the
publıcatıon of the Constitutiones. ater, CVOCI the eXx-Irilar Luther
declared in hıs lectures Tıtus In SI ıf he WEeTIC quoting the
Augustinıan Constitutions, that “the meditation of the Word of (G10d 1S
the hıghest task of piety.  2”25

Luther 1ıth hıs Reformatıon princıple of sola scrıptura followed
the medieval concentratiıon the and radıcalızed it Dy appIy-
ıng the crıpture princıple NO agamınst certaın eccles1astical tradıtions
such the indulgences, and thıs SO  - of applıcatıon Was then SOTIIC-

thıng “new  ” 26 Luther applıed the Scripture princıple, 3C he earne‘|
herısh wıthın h1s OW rder., primarıly agaınst the unfortunate

influence of scholastıc phılosophy upDON 1DI1Ca theology, but wıthout
usıng the explıcıt notion sola scrıptura. However, neıther the formula
ıtself 1NOT the CONCepL behınd ıt Was Luther’s invention. He nherıted 1t
and sed ıt In 191  S WaAY Ihe 1sSsue of crıpture VETSUS Iradıtion In
the WaY ıt W as debated er Luther al the Councıl of ren W ds

probably nNnOoTt h1ıs mınd.
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