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Introduection

102 of the approxımately 546 conserved of
Augustine ATIC dedicated eas days of Saınts and ApproxX-
mately ten SCIIHNONS ave the 1IrsS IT Stephen subject UuguUS-
tine probably preache ose of Stephen the ast decade of
hıs lıfe the cathedral the EeEMOTNad of Stephen 1PpO Regıus

h1ıs 1cie presents analysıs of the SCITNONS of Augustine
that deal explicıtly ıth the DFrOtOMAartyr Stephen The Martyr Stephen
features also other of Augustine The of thıs analy-
S15 15 1mıted 18 Augustıine sermones.* Augustine spe about

For OVCIVICW of Augustine SCTINONS Saınts and ıth theır DOS-
sıble ates and places of predicatıon SG ‚APOINTE La celehration des MAFrTyrS

Afrique D les SECETIMONMNS de Saıint Augustıin Cahıiers de Communaute Chreti-
MNNC 6) Montreal 9777 73

BASTIAENSEN Augustin the Deacon Preacher-Martyr Stephen
Augustinıana 54/1 (2004) 103 LA 123 124 DROBNER The Chronology
of Augustine ‘Sermones ad populum Augustinian Studies 31 (2000) 21A 218
LAPOINTE La celehration des MAFrTyrS PELLEGRINO (G(reneral ANtEro-
duction ROTELLE Sermons (3 [9) On the Old Testament (The Works of
Saılnt Augustine translatıon for the 215! Century I11/1) New CI1ity Press New York
99) 163 138 163 BILLARD Sermones ın FITZGERALD (ed.)
Augustine through the Ages An Encyclopedia ıllıam Eerdmans Publıshing Com-
PanYy, (ırand Rapıds/Cambrıdge 999 T3 792 T14-789

BASTIAENSEN Augustin the Deacon Preacher Martyr Stephen
AYER « Attende Stephanum CONSECTVUM [UUM » erm 5E Sınn und
Wert der Märtyrerverehrung nach den Stephenpredigten Augustins ‚ASTI-
AENSEN HILHORST KNEEPKENS S Fructus Centesimus
Melanges offerts Gerard Bartelink de SON SO1LXANLTLeE CIHQULEME
ANNLVeErSalLre (Instrumenta 'atrıstıca A1X) Steenbrugge/ Dordrecht 1989 DE DE

Mayer (complemented by Bastıaensen regardıng Augustine OVa-
10NS about Stephen compared 1th Tertulllanus Cyprilanus Hılarıus and Ambros1ius
and the eme of Stephen outsıde Augustine sermoneSs) places the Content of the
Stephen SCITNONS especılally wıthın the theologıcal developments Augustine thınk
INn I hıs artıcle 11115 al presentation of SOMNC specıfic subjects wıthın the Stephen
SCTIIHNONS ich

In thıs WaYy thıs artıcle restricted the (ad populum) and does nNnOoTt
take 1Into aCCOUnNtT Enarrationes Psalmos In Joannıs evangelium IraCLlatus, In ECDLS-
tulam Joannıs ad Parthos Iractiatus
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Stephen in CIrCAa ave selected 13 that ave
Stephen maın topic.” These SCITNONS In the transmıssıon Tadı-
tıon of the clearly lınked ıth the alille of Stephen

Augustine’s Op1In10ns Oou the martyrdom of Stephen AdIc sıtu-
ated in the broader framework of hıs thınkıng oOu martyrology in
general egardıng Augustine’s general 16 W martyrdom, I refer
SOI tudıes In the footnotes.®© The eme of Augustine’s of
Stephen 18 also of Augustine’s homiletics For that broader COIMN-
text and background of the ole of Augustine’s SCIINONS, also refer

INOTC specılalıse studies./
Despıte the lımıtatıon of thıs icle Augustine’s explıcıt SCI-

I1HNONS the Martyr Stephen, ıll summarıze In thıs introduction the
framework of Augustine’s ideas martyrdom represented In the
secondary hlıterature.

Pellegrino SKeiches the fundamental characterıstics of Uugus-
tine’s martyrology IS do NOoTt exist outsıde the Church They help

buıld the Church, by theır examples, by the miıracles that happen bDy
eIr intercess10n, by eIr call to PTraYy 18 Christ, Dy theır sacrıfıce, Dy

Sermo 314, 34:3; 316, SA 318, 319, 319A, 320, 222 DL 523 324, 3872
OEFT, Den, «Martyres SUNLl, sed homines fuerunt». Augustine Martyr-dom, in BASTIAENSEN, Ra HILHORST, A E} KNEEPKENS, Fructus CGen-

feSIMUS, Melanges offerts (Grerard Bartelink l’occasıon de ON sSo1lLXante-
CINQuLEME annıversaılre, (Instrumenta Patrıstica AIX), Steenbrugge/ Dordrecht 1989,

115172 BONNARDIERE, Au La, Les ‘"Enarrationes INn Psalmos’ prechees Dar
saınt Augustin "OCCAaSIıON de fetes des MAFTLYrFS, Recherches Augustinıiennes (1971)

90-972 Stephen. ‚AMBOT, C E} Les SEIMONS de saınt Augustin DOUF les fetesdes artyrs, Analecta Bollandıana (1949) 249-266, 263 Stephen. AYER, C E
« Attende Stephanum tuum  A LLEGRINO, M’ Chiesa martırıo In Sant’
Agostino, (Rıcerche Patrıstiche), Bottega d’Erasmo, Torino 1982, Vol E 597-633
LLEGRINO, M., Cristo ıl martıre nel pensiero dı Sant Agostino, (Rıcerche Patrıs-
tıche), Bottego d’Erasmo, Torıno 1982, Vol L 635-668 SAXER, N Morts, MAr-
[YFS, reliques Afrique chretienne premlers sıecles. Les femoignages de Tertul-
lien, Cyprien et Augustin la Iumiere de l’acheologie afrıcaine, Edıtions Beauchesne,
Parıs 1980, 124-149; 170-229 MEER, Van Der, Augustinus de Zielzorger.Een studie Over de praktijk Vd.  > ecen kerkvader, Uıtgever1] Het Spectrum,Utrecht/Antwerpen 1957 (3de herziene dee]l IL, k

See alsoO the references In footnote
OHRMANN, Etudes SUr le Latin des Chretiens, (Vol ]), Edızıoni dı Storia

Letteratura, oma 1958 I1l Saıint Augustin predicateur, 391-402, 402
PELLEGRINO, M7 General Introduction, 131 BILLARD, E’ Sermones. CHNIT-
ZLER, 1 Zur I’heologie der Verkündiging INn den Predigten des hl Augustinus. Fın
Beıtrag ZUF I heologie des Wortes, Herder, Freiburg-Basel-Wien 9068 OORT, Van,
Aug2ustinus Verbi Dıvını Minister, in WQORT. Van, UVER, De, VERDUIN,
(re Verbı Dıvını Minister. Een hundel opstellen Over de dienaar de bediening
Vd.:  > het goddelijke Woord aangeboden 4an JEVIET v.d.m fer gelegenheid Van zınVijfenzestigste verjaardag, Ton Bolland, Amsterdam 1983, 16/7-188
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theır 00 that seed for ıstı1anıty Augustine direct
the enthusı1asm of the bellevers God and hrıst Pellegrino SCC-
ond study PO1NTIS Ouft the chrıstologıca focus of Augustine martyrol-
OS Y The confessi0on of Chriıst the entral lement martyrdom
Augustine PCICCIVCS martyrdom imıtfatıon of hrıst and WITL-
cSsSS5 of the love for T1IS fISs AaSSISTS the Martyrs and 15 present
wıthın the martyrs ellegrino Shows that ugustine martyrology also
has eschatologıca moiLivatıon The long for the future ıfe
ıth and hrıst

Den 0€ of the themes
Augustine Martyr SCITNON\NS Augustine constantly callıng 1111-
tate the Martyrs He frequently contemplates the sufferings and the
ea of the theır glor10us enumne martyrdom only
esults from love Martyrdom testifes noTt of human decısıons but of
divıne yrSs durıng eIr DAaSSıON NnOoTt aımed al the tem-
pora. but al the eavenly g00d Chrıst actually uffers wıthın the PaS-
S1071 of the martyrs Martyrdom testimonYy of truth al and efer-
nal ıfe 10

StTTaW dıstinguishes fıive features Augustine VIS1ION

martyrdom (1) yrS fınd ıfe through eIr eal By denyıng them-
selves they fınd themselves (2) ods makes MaAarTYyTS INfO INal-

LYyIS God the 1{0 suffer (5) etfe 15 between
hrıs and the Martyrs hat 15 STIroNg that hrıst uffers and
16S the PaSSıOoN of the MarTtyrSs (4) Martyrdom has mutual
aSspect It repealing the sacrıfıce of Christ and ZIVINS ıf back Hım
hat why 1{ martyrdom because of TIS but also sacrıfıcıng
for the sake of the ne1ghbour (5) A AIc W1IINESSES involved

ason battle ıth the eV1 They humble They
confess the truth and they dıe because of that truth They let the 11U11N-
ber of faıthful ı IS AdIc rTIenNds of hrıs They intercede
for the sake of others. A}

apoımte made study of the lıturgıical celebratıon of INaTr-

LyrS ca ase‘ Augustine apoımte observes that
imıtatıon of the 15 central Augustine thınkıng oOu the
lıturgical celebratiıon of and hIs 1deas Ou the intercessı1io0n

LLEGRINO Chiesa FTÜrıLo Sant Agostino
LLEGRINO C risto ıl artıre nel dı Sant Agostino
OEBEFT Den «Martyres Unft sed homines fuerunt »

11 STRAW artyraom ın FITZGERALD (ed.) Augustine through the Ages
An Encyclopedia ıllıam Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapıds/
Cambridge 999 538 547
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by the Ihe CeleDration of Martyrs exhorts {Oo the followıng of
the TIhe real celebratıon of the NT: actually 1S the imıta-
tiıon of theır virtues and morals. The afec exempla because they
ollowe: the SUPTEMEC exemplum, the passıon of Christ Christ 15 1mM1-
ate: Dy ımıtatıng the TIhe g1ve example
of ıfe that 15 solely almed al moral happıness and eternal ıfe (and
that In the temMpOTAaTY, the©and the visıble). TIhe
followıng of the VYIS, leadıng the SaJmıle Victory and COTONA-

tıon, 1S accordıng Augustine possıble for everybody. The interces-
S10N 15 also S1TuUate: wıthın the Centre of Augustine’s theology of the
MAartyr cult imıtatıon. VyrSs PFaYy that eIr example WOUuU be fol-
OWEe: The imıtatıon the COIC of the lıturgıcal celebration and the
intercession 1S ase: threefold eology: (1) the orlenta-
t1on towards God, (2) the entral place of Chrıst, (3) the ecclesi0log-
ical interpretatiıon of martyrdom (1) VyrS celebrated, but only
G0od 1Ss worshıpped. VIS refuse dıvıne rıbutes They ıdentify them-
selves ıth God, to the degree that praısıng MAarTtYyrS OWN
praisıng God Martyrdom 1Ss the work of God Irıbute 18 the
1S rıbute {O God (:2)) Augustine s praise of the Ways esults
in hymn hrıs hrıs 15 the prototype of the MarTtyrs (caput el
princeps martyrum). hrıst, Dy Hıs passıon, dıd NOTt only UPCH the WaY

the Martyrs exemplary mMO but He also assısts the
permanently Christ 1Ss present In the sufferings of the MAartyrS and
makes them StıronNg enough 18 endure eIr passıon. hıs emphasıs
the StTONZ connection between hrıs and the MAartyrS trıes aVO1d
that the martyrs cult ends In form of polytheısm. The chrıstocen-
trıc dımens1ı1on of martyrdom 15 also visıble in Augustine’s interpreta-
t10n of the humılıatıon, the passıon and ea of the MAarTYTS allır-
matıon, estimonYy and confessıion of hrıst. (3) The christocentrism of
Augustine s eology 1S connected ıth ecclesiologıcal
dımensıon. The (070] of the 1S the seed for the growth of the
Church yrS AIicC the buıldıngstones of the Church artyrs,
members of the body that the Church 1S, follow theır head In eIr INaTr-

tyrdom. The members ave the task tollow the head Out of antı-
donatıst reflex. ugustine that the genume martyrdom only 1N!
place wıthın the unıty of the Church .}

VO  - Campenhausen noticed already that Augustine wanted
foremost {O avOo1d that the cult replace the worshıp of Christ. !

‚APOINTE, G C La celehration des MAFTYrFS.
((AMPENHAUSEN, VOoN, Die Idee des Martyrıums INn der alten Kirche, Dan-

denhoed Ruprecht, Göttingen 1936, 101-106
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hat COIMICETN 15 affırmed in CVEIVY study about Augustine’s martyrol-
0OSY ase‘ that CONCETN, the secondary hlıterature dıstınguishes
evolution in Augustine’s thınkıng the veneratıon of reliıcs and
miracles connected ıth the memorıae of the Most tudıes
SCC three per10ds in the evolution of Augustine’s ideas the cult of

14

1) Augustine Was 1a(011 really interested ıIn the subject of martyrdom in
the per10 between 39000 and 401 hat subject In the COIMN-
texti of Augustine’s fırm reaction agaınst the abuses In the cult of
artyrs, especılally regardıng the meals In honour of the dead and
the MAarLyTS (refrigeria) urıng 1C people frequently ate and
ran eXxcess1ively. Augustine, in the SaJmnle Contex(t, reacfts In hıs
Contra Faustum Maniıchaeum agaınst Faustus’ accusatıon that the
TIstians sımply replace the sacrıfıces and OIS by theır
veneratıon of mMartYyrs. Augustine answers that eTre three valıd
I1Casons om  OoTral! Christians want 18 imiıtate the
example of the VIS, they want cConnect themselves ıth the
meriıts of the VIS; they want be helped by the intercession
of the IS TIhe altars raısed in of the aAIc
altars for the Martyrs but for God 15 nNnot the Martyrs who aAre
venerated, but God The cult of 18 above al cult of love
and communlıty. Drunkenness 1s always evıl. It Cal be forbid-
den, but that O€s 87011 that people ıll obey that restriction. !

2)) The CONCcept of martyrdom became clear pomt of interest for
Augustine in the per10 between 410 and 415 The ICason for thıs
1Ss be OUuUnNn! In the CONLTOVeErSY ıth the donatısts (and the CIr-
cumcelliones). The schismatıc of the donatists bel1ieved
In ıteral martyrdom Ihey sought the martyrdom themselves,

AVEL, Van, The ult of the Martyrs In r Augustine. I heology Versus Pop-ular Religion?, INn ‚AAMBERIGTS, M’ VAN DEUN, S Martyrıum INn Multidiscıi-
plinary Perspective, Memorial LOutLs Reekmans, (Bıblıotheca Ephemeridum heo-
log1icarum Lovanıensium CXVUD), Peeters/University Press, Leuven 1995, 35 1-361
BOEFT, Den, «Martyres SUNL, sed homines fuerunt». MAYER, C E} « Attende
Stephanum CONSETrVUuUmM [UUM>» , D SN AXER, V E OFTS; MAFrTLYrS, reliques,124 STRAW, C , artyrdom

Contra Faustum Manıcheum X 4: X  9 D Z 538:; 561 -
564)

Augustine had persona. need deal ıth the subject of martyrdom. hree
external actors led hım into considering the subject ıth due attention, namely the
popular veneratıon of the h1is reaction agaınst Faustus regardıng the cult of

and the prıde of the donatısts of theır BOEFT, Den, «Martyres SUNL,sed homines fuerunt», PE STRAW, C 9 artyrdom
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by defyıng the pagan authorıties Dy Jumping from rock. ugus-
tine reaCcts strongly agaınst such ınterpretation of martyrdom
Not the sulfering In makes the IT  9 but the suffering for the
Just truth and Justice. Augustine emphasızes that
Cannot exIist outsıde the love communıty of the Church CNAI1IS-
matıcs, that Teaten the unıty, AaTrTe certamly 131011 When
Catholıcs, drıven by love, ave punısh donatısts, thıs 0€es
NOTLt martyrdom for the donatısts hat punıshment 15 only

attempt COTrTeCT the donatısts Augustine rejects In the Samlle

per10d CVECIY form of sulcıde (G:g Ouf of honour) AI dıd NOl
commıt sulcıde because of motives the ancıent CX alll-

ples of sulcıde because of the attempt 18 SaVC honour In the Casc
of Lucretia), but let themselves kıll because of the eternal lıfe and
Ouft of patıent acceplance of al] misfortune. The pelagıan
CONLTOVETISY resulte In emphasıs of the in martyrdom
Augustine Can be SC fervent of the MAarTYTS cult
from 415 (the d1iscovery and spreadıng Out of the relıcs of tephen
untıl the end of his ıfe Tars Van ave po1mnts out that Augustine,
despıte thıs change In attıtude, eXcChange: hıs role cr1ıt-
1cal theologıan for IET acceplance of the popular habıts of the
INasses The discovery of the Stephen relics dıd nNnot ımply Sub-
stantıa. change In Augustine’s theology of martyrdom The CONMN-
OS O aım the attention of the faıthful G0d and hrıs remaıns
the Samle The SCePSIS of Augustine Ou the C  TarYy miıra-
cles by intercess10n of made place for acceptance of
ose MAarITyr miracles. evertheless, ugustine s fundamental 16 W

miıracles stayed the SaJmıe The only change that took place Was
that Augustine for the first time accepte that miracles also hap-
pene In Afrıca.16 Augustine W as or1ıginally convınced that MIr-
acles took place AN YINOTC after the CIa of the New Testament
He changes that opınıon er 415 but h1s interpretatiıon of the COIN-
tent of miıiracles remaıns unchanged: hrıst 18 central.

Ihe question whether and In 1C degree Augustine’s ideas
concerning martyrdom and the cult of underwent evolutıon,

AVEL, Van, The ult of the Martyrs In SE Augustine, 360-361
LANCEL, S., La Tardıve Acceptation du iracle, in IBID., Saıint u2Uustin,

ayard, Parıs 1999, 77
(F OOGT, De, La notion philosophique du miracle chez saınt Augustin,

Recherches de Theologıe Ancıenne el Medievale (1938) 317-343 VOOGT, De,
theologie du miracle selon saınt Augustin, Recherches de Theologıe Ancıenne el

Medievale 11 (1939) 197277272
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0€s nNOT ave be as in study of hıs of Stephen I hose
SCTINONS ATiIcC chronologıically S1ıLuate: in the ast per10 One has fOo
m1 that the datıng of Augustine’s SCITINONS 15 NOT wıthout problems
and doubts.!/ OSS1DIeE uncertaıinties Ou the chronological place of
the SCITIHNOMNS Stephen AdICc resolved by watching the cContent INOTC

carefully. These SCIINONS, regardıng the content, 1ll SCC, clearly
belong the thırd per10

Ihe remaıns of Stephen WEIC dıscovered by the prıes Lucı1anus
in December 415 The locatıon of the body of Stephen Was revealed

hım in dream. Bıshop John of Jerusalem brought the body
Jerusalem. Relıics of Stephen ımmediıately spread Ouf through ole
the Roman WOT. The Spanısh prıes Öros1us, frıend of Augustine,
brought SOINE relics of Stephen 18 orth Afrıca The maJor part of
ose relıcs went Evodıius, TIEN! and pup1ı of ugustine and
bıshop of Uzalıs ugustine got SOTIIC relics of Stephen for hıs church
In 1ppo Regıus. Eraclıus, the oldest prıes of Augustine’s clerus and
hıs SUCCECSSOT, raısed shrıine (memorIl1d) in honour of Stephen in

yle and rhetoric

Which style 0€es Augustine uUsc in hıs of Stephen? !”
first strıkıng characteristic 1S the brevıty and CONCIS1ON of these

See footnote See also VERBRAKEN, P.- Etudes critiques SUr les SECTMONS

authentiques de Saint Augustin, (Instrumenta Patrıstica, 2 St-Pieters-Abdij) Steen-
brugge, Steenbrugge 9/6

Sermo 318,
(: HILL, E’ ROTELLE, 1E Sermons (306-340A), On the Saints, (The

OT of Saınt Augustine, translatıon for the 213t Century, 1I11/9) New City Press,
New York 1990, F5 MEER, Van Der, Aug2ustinus de Zielzorger, dee]l 1L, 183-
184

On the place of the relıc cshrıne of Stephen (memorı1a sanctı Stephanı) In Hıppo,
SCC AREC, E C} Monuments chretiens d’Hıppone, Vılle episcopale de saınt Augustin,
Parıs 1958, 163-168:; 237 SAXER, V 9 Morts, MAFTLYrS, reliques, 179-181

Augustine trıed also be understandable in hıs SCIILIHONS for the ordınary PCO-
ple OufTf of pastora. COMNCECEIN He used rhetorıical tools obtaın that PELLEGRINO, M.,
General Introduction, .17

8 saınt Augustin conscı1iemment ree style homıletique quı devaıt repon-
dre dUuX besomins de la predicatıon populaıre. Dans style il recherche tro1s choses:

premiıer 1euU vant tOut la clarte, DU1S ] expressivıte, ef tro1sıeme heu la gravıte,
L’onction. ” Augustine goL clarıty Dy usıng form of Latın, spoken in cultıvated
mıiılıeu, but by ıts sımplıcıty easıly understandable for the COINIMNON people By usıng
stylefigures (especlally parallellısm and antıthes1s) he g1veEs hıs SCIIHNONS eXpress1ive
charachter. Ihe ınput of bıblıcal elements (cıtatıons allusıons) guaraniee the
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SCIITHNONS The first ICason for thıs 15 be OUnN! in the fact that the,
generally VC long, aCTts of the passıons of the MAartYyrS read
theır feast days ome of the Stephen SCITHNON\NS preache December

and/or the arrıval of the relıcs) followed er the readıng of the
long chapter Out of cts 6-7 2U Augustine SayYS MOST blessed and
glor10us MAartyr ın Christ, Stephen, has 110 g1ven OUT fl ıth hıs

Inamely tephen’’s speech In cts e 2-52]1, but after that Sal
sIyıng meal, setting before YVOU, ıth the minıstry
requıres of 1981 kınd of dessert. ”’?! Augustine begıns hıs
another OCCasıon ollows ° Not INanı y words AIC requıired from 1981  s
because YOU ave ealr INanıYy already. ”” Augustine observes
al the end of the Samne that he proceeded faster than otherwI1se.
He postpones the readıngz of the booklet (Iibellus) Ou the favours
rece1ved by God through Stephen that should ave een read that day

the comıng Sunday because long ecture W as already read and
because of the heat.® The second collection of SCILTNONS Sermo 320.
321 322 372723 took place In the week after Easter Augustine Was

apparently tiıred because of the easter ıturgy and the long fast He hım-
celf apologı1ızes In Sermo 3() for the shortness of hıs because
of these 1C4SOMNS

second characterıstic of the of Stephen 1S elIr
dynamısm and vividness. hat Vividness has external COomponent,
namely towards the publıc. ere 1s interaction between preacher
and audıence. Augustine addresses hıs communıty charissimi**,
charıtas vestra®>, charıtatiı vestrae*®, vestra sanctitas*!, atres me12S
He constantly approaches hıs audiıence VE ırectly in hıs SCITIHNOMS

sıncerıty of h1s SCILNONS OHRMANN, Etudes SUr le Aın des Chretiens, (Vol I 9
Edızıon1 dı Storıj1a Letteratura, oma 1958, 396-400

Saxer reconstructed the scrıptural readıngs of the lıturgy of Stephen In
Hıppo

Acts 6-7 Sermo 3414, 1_’ 49 B SE3: fr 316, 1_, 31 7: 5‚ 318,
John EZ: 26 Sermo 319:
Ps 138, Sermo 316,

S5AXER, V 9 Morts, MAFLYrS, reliques, DA (: PELLEGRINO, M.. General
Introduction, 26-37

21 Sermo 316. {&
Sermo 319, L,

23 Sermo 319, V,
Sermo 317 L
Sermo 321° 325 I,
Sermo 313 VI, 9, 318 I 322 3974
Sermo 318 k: 352 @ 17 3862. N
Sermo 3130 N: I; 382, 1
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ou Stephen He certamly 0€eSs NOT take dıstance. He SaYyS for CX amll-

ple ın Sermo 315 “I SG yYOUu AdIc al] V attentive, know yYOUu ave
taken the pom well.’’29 hıs remark mplıes that h1is audience Aappar-
ently had the Custom of makıng ıt known 118 eir preacher when they
dıd 18(011 understand ıke something.°

Augustine also creates internally dynamıc force wıthın hıs
Stephen predıcatıon. He Irequently SCS the technıque of Imagınary
dıalogues. Augustıine lets Stephen talk Christ.?! Stephen SayS for
example Chrıst °Lord, ıf YOU kıll ese enemıles NOW, whom ll
yOUu later make into yYOUT friends ? 52 Chriıst speaks saınt
Paul.° Augustine addresses Paul.** Augustine ets Chriıst spea 18
the congregation.“> Augustine ets mother of dead CÄPDICSS
her grief al the Stephen shrıne of Uzalis.>® Imagınary opponents
aAaDDCAI. ese Opponents claım that Christ W as able forg1ıve Hıs
enemles because He 1s God but that such task 15 impossı1ıble for
humans.?/

Augustine SCS all kınd of rhetorical OOIS and stylefigures.
ayer g1ves OVEerVIEW of al the stylefigures sed In the Stephen

predication.>® o1ve ere the most strıkıng examples. ugustine COMN-

stantly asks rhetorical questions.?” He combınes three tımes, In play
of words, the i1guratıve hardness of the StONerS and the ıteral hardness
of the StOoNes The hardness of the STONETS refers °dura Cervıce)’ Out
of cts J 51 Stephen taught the law, the law that the Jews rece1ved

Sermo 13. VII,
LLEGRINO, M., General Introduction, 54-96 REBILLARD, E., Interactıon

hetween the Preacher and ALS Audıience: The Case-study of Augustine Preaching
Death, In LIVINGSTONE, ed:;) Studıa Patristica, (vol AÄX Peeters, Leuven
199 7, 86-96

341 Sermo 316. IL, 3S 319, 1L, IL, 3 382, 1L,
Sermo 382, 1L,
Sermo 316, 1  n
Sermo 316. V’
Sermo 362 V5
Sermo 39724
Sermo 313 VL 8} 31 IL,
“ Allıteration: 8 9 Anapher 33 Antıthese: 68, Asyndeton: 30 (Chıiasmus: 1 E

Comparatıion: Z Epıher: 10, Etymologıie: 39 Gemination: 2, Hendıiadyoin: 37
Homoiloteleuton: 1’ Klımax: 3 etapher: 12 Nomuinalstıl: 1 9 UOxymoron: 9, Parono-
masıje: Y Personiftikation: 3‚ Randstellung: 56, rhetorische Frage: 2 E} Rıngkomposıi-
t1on: Z Sermocinatio: 13 Sımilıtudo: 75 Sperrung: 21 Wortspiel: 297 MAYER, C E
« Attende Stephanum [UUM>» , Z footnote 37 LLEGRINO, MY (rJen-
ral Introduction, I k37:

See also RO7Z RETA, J E La retorıca I0S Sermones de Agustin, (Coleccıon
«Augustinus», 7 E Lıbreria Edıtorial Augustinus, 963

E.g Sermo 319, 1L,
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stone tahles Rıghtly changed into stones, they stoned 110 the
TIEN! of Christ.“% Stephen had bear ıth hard people under theır
hard STONES They threw hat they WEeEIC themselves.“! Augustine COIN-
Irucfts the wofold lıkeness between the passıon of Christ and of
Stephen in parallelism.““

Thematical analysıs

Reference Christmas

Augustine states in the egınnıng of Sermo 314 that the bırth-
day of the ord Was celebrated the day before.® hıs allusıon shows
that the Was held December 26, the eas of Stephen
Augustine COMPATCS the bırthday of hrıst (natalıs domini) Decem-
ber ıth the bırthday of Stephen (natalıs ServI) December
hrıst W as born December 2 He rece1ved the of OUT flesh
(indumentum Carnıis), and Was made equa Stephen Was crowned

December He threw AWaY the vesimen of OUT esh and Wäas
made close hrıst FOXIMUS FiSto). Lıke Chrıst, Dy eing born,
Was Jomed Stephen, Stephen Was Joımned (cConjJunctus hrıst Dy
dyıng.““ The martyrdom of Stephen gels chrıistologica) and schato-
ogıcal meanıng: er the martyr ea ollows lıtfe In communıty
ıth hrıst sımılar indıcatıon December 15 be OoOun in
Sermo ugustine COMPATCS Christmas ıth the eas of Stephen

Sermo 31L 1 Nam CU: ad lapıdes CucurrIissent, durı ad duros, jactabant
In iıllum ParcSs SUOS Petris lapıdabatur, quı DIO eira morıiebatur: dıcente postolo,
« Petra autem erat (hrıstus OT. 10, 4).»”

41 Sermo 316, IL, ° Mıro mMmOodo inter lapıdes patıebatur duros, mıiıttentes, quıd,
n1ıs1ı quod erant? Ut sclatıs qula duros patıebatur; hoc ıllıs dixıt «dura ceruice,

3 E 4A37
Sermo 319, V’ See footnote 120

43 Sermo 314,
Sermo 314,
Sermo 317 Ihe reference the annıversary of Stephen and the annıversary

of the ord the day before, 15 be found In the S1Xth paragrap. of Sermo S: added
by the edıtiıon of Dom Wılmart ILMART, A C} Le OTCEdu INa du SETMON ST de
saınt Augustıin DOUF [a fete de Etienne, Revue Benedictine (1932) 261206 The
Prev10OuUS of the indıcate that Sermo 317 W as preache Just after
the arrıval of the relics of Stephen in 424 Thıs could ımply that Sermo SR (ed

1ılmart) 18 exiract Irom another homıily It 15 also poss1ıble that it W as arranged
that the relics of Stephen arrıyed hIs feast day 5} HILL, K} in ROTELLE, E, Ser-
INONS (306-540A), On the Saints, (Ihe OT'! of Saılnt Augustine, translatıon
for the 2151 Century, 1H1/9) New City Press, New ork 1990, 146,
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The vırgın Mary DaVC bırth OUT ord Our Holy other the Church
granted the glor10us Stephen the palm of martyrdom.“®

C(rown
The day of the ea of Stephen, December 26, W as celebrated

Dy Augustine the annıversary of hıs coronation.“*/ TEQWAVOC
ın Tee the of eaIiIs granted O the wınners of the ancıent

Augustine constantly alludes in h1ıs SCITIHNONS 8 the
(corond, COFrOoNatus) acquıred by Stephen hrough his martyrdom.“®
Augustine explıicıtly explaıns that play of words. He makes NC
allusıon the meanıng of tephen s amnlle SU1 NOom1nı1ıs glorıa
Stephanus perductus est ad coronam.’ 49 hıs COU suggest that the
congregatıon addressed by Augustine possessed hıgh ECve of edu-
catıon. also COUuU indıcate that these SCTILNON\NS WeTC preache ın the
time that the veneratıon of Stephen eached 1fs peak (after the discov-
C of the of Stephen and after the arrıval of the reliıcs ıIn Hıppo),
Dy which moOost belıevers knew already the TG meanıng of
OTEQAVOC hat of martyrdom o0€es not only belong
Stephen, although he W das the first reach that When Stephen
spilled hIs (070] the first MAaITYT, Callle Out of heaven. hat
W  D} that reward, 18 placed UDON the innumerable that fol-
OWEe: that first example of martyrdom of Stephen The dıfferent SCH-
erati1ons of Martyrs kept that intact. =  at 1S 110 avaılable
for everybody who ongs for it >1 Even before Stephen the (Old esta-
ment Susanna and 0OSe WOU ave rece1ved the of martyrdom
ıf they WeIC kılled In theır struggle agaınst sin.°® TIhe Leitmotif of the

1s connected ıth er themes wıthın Augustine’s predicatıon

Sermo SW (Wılmart, (ed.) Rev Ben 44, 204-205)
Sermo 314,
Sermo 14 17 314, 29 S15 I9 1’ 313 1 6! 3193 V7 7’ S13 v. 9; 316, L, L:

316. 1L, 2’ 316. V: 59 SE I’ 17 SIr I 57 318, 27 318, 37 319 VI, 6’ 324
Sermo 314 38, 14726
HILL, E E in ROTELLE, E Sermons (306-340A), On the Saints, (TIhe

Works of Saınt Augustine, translatıon for the 215t Century, 1I1/9) New Cıity Press,
New ork 1990, 128

Sermo 314: ‘“Quando CISO beatus Stephanus PDTo Chrıisto Drımus sanguınem
fudıt, quası COTITOMAd processıt de caelo; uft Cam SsumerTren: sequentes ıIn praem10, quı
praecedentis ulrtutem imıtarentur in praelı0 Impleuerunt postmodum terram crebra
martyrıa. Quicumque postea sanguınem PTO Chrıstı confessione fuderunt, ımposuerunt
COTONAM illam capıtı 5UO, el Cal secuturı1s integram eruauerun Et moOdo, fratres, de
caelo pendet: qU1SQqU1S Caln concuplerit, ad Cal uelocıter uolabıt. ” 3 E 426

Sermo 318.



Stephen Fırstly, ıt CAPDICSSCS the agonal aspect of martyrdom in
Augustine’s thınkıng. It 1S the prıze (palma>?) of the wınner of GCer-
famen>*. 15 trıumph (£friumphare).”> Ihe cCoronatıon of Stephen
cshows the exceptional ımportance of that martyr Ordaıned Dy the
apostles he Was crowned before them. .° Thırdly, the eme 15
connected ıth Augustine s call imıtate Stephen We ıll be
crowned when follow Stephen Dy prayıng and by forgiving OUT
enemıles. All who desires that has Step into tephen’s foot-
Steps.?' Augustine wante: ShOow the Mg orlentation of the VeIleTa-
tı1ıon of Stephen Dy emphasızıng that hrıs crowned Stephen the
MAartyr Stephen be honoured here, but in his honour let the ONC who
crowned Stephen be worshiped. ”>® Fınally, the theme of the

the question in 1C degree accordıng {[O Augustine Stephen
earned the aASs reward, the question about the relatıon between

and meriıt.>?

The exceptional character of Stephen’s martyrdom
Augustine emphasızes the exceptional character of the MaAartyr-

dom of Stephen IThe tirst Martyr has golt the prıviılege that hıs aCTSs AIC
wriıtten in canonıcal book, the cts of the Apostles.° Stephen Was

the deacons ordaıned Dy the apostles.®! Stephen Was the

Sermo 318,
Sermo 314, F: 317. 1
Sermo 319, V1,
Sermo 316, I, Ergo CUu esSse' ab apostolıs ordınatus, ın breu1 ad passıonem

praecessıt ordinatores SUuUosSs abh e1s est ordinatus, sed pr10Tr est coronatus. ” 3 E}
1432
(: Sermo S6 L,

Sermo 314, ‘ Sequatur Stephanum, quıicumque des1iıderat cCoronam. ” 3 $
14726 @* Sermo 314, in footnote 51

Sermo 318, * Martyr Stephanus hıc honoretur: sed In 1US honore COronaftor
Stephanı adoretur. ” 3 9 144

Sermo 313, VI,
Sermo 313, L, ıth the Tolowıng play of words: °“ hoc prımum priımı Mar-

tyrıs merıtum. ” 38, 1426
Augustine makes the remark that the readıng of the Acts of the Apostles accord-

ıng the CusStom of the Church begıns Easter Sunday. (Thıs remark could place
Sermo 4A15 poss1ıbly, but a10)1 NCCCSSATY, in the peT1O! of Kaster.)

Ihe readıng of the aCcCTts (that, ıth the eXxception of the dsSC of Stephen,
WeTC canonıcal wrıtings) W d> allowed in the lıturgy Dy the councıls of Hıppo Octo-
ber 393) and of Carthago (August 397) ‚APOINTE, G E La celehration des rLyrS,

104-1
61 Sermo 313 8
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moOSst important of these deacons. He Was called the fırst‘among
the deacons, ıke eier W das the 1Irs the apostles.° Stephen
underwent martyrdom before hıs ordaıners. Tdaıne: Dy them, but
crowned before them. ®© Ihe deacons produce IT before the
apostles. The am brought sacrıfıce before the rams.® Stephen Was
the fırst martyr.®

Martyrdom: In general
ugustine o1ves Stephen the ollowıng tıtles heatus Stephanus®°,

heatıssımus martyr®’, heatiıssımus el In Christo 2LlOorL0SISSIMUS
Stephanus®®, heatiıssımus Stephanus®?, SANCIUS Stephanus”®, MUAarYr-

LYFUM Caput *, prımus el heatissımus Stephanus’*. These tıtles
Show that wıthın Augustine s veneratıon of Stephen the martyrdom
of Stephen es entral place The SCITINONS Stephen g1ve the
opportunıty g1ve OVeEerVIeW of the meanıngz of martyrdom for
ugustine.

Augustine NCE explaıns that the ree term WOÜPTUC martyr)
testLs in Latin. » Augustine makes allusıon thıs meanıng

in Sermo 314. when Augustine that Stephen W as fırm In hIs (eSs-
1mOonYy of the truth. * Stephen Was wıtness of hrıst (testis Christi).'>
Augustine describes people that cshed eIr 00 for hrıst
in that SaJmıılec sermon./® Augustine however 0€Ss NOoTt explaın explıicıtly
that thıs 1S the meanıng of the TG WOAPTUC OSse who cshed eIr

Sermo 316. 1,
Sermo 316, * I S17 6 See ootnote
Sermo 313 L,
Sermo 314 2 318,
Sermo 314, 17 317 I’ I: 3724
Sermo 314, 17 37()
Sermo 516. L,
Sermo 3415 L,
Sermo S15 E { 315 1, 37 316, V’ 57 319, I’ 1’ 320; 324; 382- I

71 Sermo 316, 1L,
Sermo 318,
Sermo 319, IL,
Sermo 14, persistens CIO beatissımus MAartyr in testimon10 uerıtatıs ]7

38, 1426
Augustin ist der erste Kırchenvater, der das Blutzeugnıis der ärtyrer grundsät-

ZA1C wıeder VOI em als Zeugn1s, als lebendige nre verste. cdıe dıe Welt
für den wahren (Glauben erobern soll. ” (CAMPENHAUSEN, VON, Die Idee des Mar-
TIUMS, 162

Sermo 319, I'7
Sermo 319, 1, See also Sermo 314, in footnote 51
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(018] for the Redeemer, AI redeemed by Hıs ([070] He shed Hıs
00 for theır salvatıon. Ihey shed theır 00 ASs I11CAanls
118 spread Ouf the gospel. ””

The theme of the IT cshowed already Augustine s
agonal interpretatiıon of martyrdom and revealed that he Irequently
expressed martyrdom In milıtary terminology We fınd thıs COI-
ImIMe in descr1iptions of Stephen athlete (athleta)'® involved in

SaNlC and struggle (agon”?, certamen®‘) in stadıum ıth palma
reward.®! Augustine formulates martyrdom also in mıilıtary terms

Stephen 18 oldıer (miles)°* who battles in praelium®°>. The result
of that battle Was Victory and ump for Stephen.*“ On the ONC

sıde, thıs Was battle agaınst worldly temptations.® Stephen has een
g00d soldıer, dıd 18(0)1 surrender the9 dıd NOoTL g1ve into hıs

fears, dısdaıned the flesh and conquered the WOT. and the deviıl.®®
yIrSs dıd nNnOot only erl worldly pleasures, but they also conquered
the worldly threats.8/ They WCIC NOoTt alfrıght of ea| hreats Ihey
stayed ıghting agaınst S1N, CVCn ıth the anger of spillıng theır OW

00 1ıke in the CadsSc of the oldtestamentical Susanna and Josef.®®

T Sermo 318, “ Redemptti Sunt sanguıne, quı sanguınem PDIO redemptore
uderunt {lle fudıt, ut OTUu salus redimeretur: iıllı fuderunt, ut euangelıum 1US
dıffamaretur. ” 38, 438

The ontologıical dıfference between the passıon of Christ and the passıon of the
has be taken into AaCCOUNL. Only the death of Christ 18 redemptive. yISs

shed theır (070] Out of love for hrıst and theır ne1ghbours but not the lıberation
Ouft of SINS. SIRAW, e Martyrdom, 541

Sermo 513 . 5: 313 1L,
Sermo 313. VIUI, 10
Sermo 314, 17 3E I

8 ] Sermo 1
Sermo 314. 17 S17, I
Sermo 314,
Sermo 318, Z 319, 1L, 2’ 319 V1,
Sermo 319A 15 short fragment of ONn Ihe preserved does NOoT deal

ıth Stephen. Sermo 319A 1S probably nserted the collection of SCIILLHOMNS Stephen
because it W as 319 In SOINC manuscriı1pts. One sentence SCS into the
subject of Martyrs: dısdaın the temporal prosperıity because of the eternal Sal-
vatıon. Augustine, referring Phıl 4, ® calls everybody who makes PTOSICSS in hrıst

the result of hıs ork hıs JOY and hıs
Sermo S43 1M: “ Stans ad fiıducı1am, quı1a bene mıiılıtauerat, bene CETI-

Laueral, host1 1OMN Cesseral, timorem calcauerat, arnem spreueraLtl, mundum ei dıa-
Oolum ulcerat 3 E 1429

Sermo AD H: “Quomodo SANnCTI{us Stephanus 13181 tectum praedıicauıt?
Quı1a domum luteam calcauıt. ” 38, 1427

Sermo 318, &8 Sermo 318, actum esL, passı sunt, calcaverant mundı. ”
38, 438

Sermo 318,
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hıs 1S the dıfference between MarTtYyrSs and dam and Eve dam and
Eve sınned ıth ea CONSCYUCNCC., artyrs diıed to aVO1d SIN God
threatened dam and Eve ıth ea in order that they WOU 197011 SIN
The persecutors threatened the ıth e9| In order that they
would SIN, namely Dy denyıng TIS What Was one dam and
Eve punıshment, Was VicCtory and restitution of glory for the
martyrs.®? On the er sıde, ıf W as battle for Chriıst. Stephen W das
soldier of Christ”® and athlete he W as encouraged by Christ?!
hrıst IS the head of the martyrs.?“

Besıdes chrıistology, ere 15 also moral cComponent, namely the
call to imıtate the VyIS, interwoven In Augustine’s agonal-milıtary
ınterpretation of martyrdom IThe martyrdom of Stephen, SaMC
(ag0n) and winnıng of that Sallc (vincere), 15 example of the
struggle ave fıght in OUT heart.?® The persecutions of the past
and the aıly temptatıons in the uman ıfe nowadays (especılally
superst1t10us prax1ıs of usıng amulets, CUTSCS and sacrıfıces) COMIC OWN

the SaJmlle USNA, stadıum, uctarı (and palma) oth of them L
seduce denıal of Christ.** hrıst ca accordıng 110 Augustine CVCIY
behever become Hıs MAartyr. angıng the saıd, Father
forgıve them, because they do 191011 know hat they AIc o1ng ave
taught thıs soldıers, taught 1t You 11070 first be

Sermo 318, ‘“Quod Ila accepıt in ]  I  « hoc Contemnunt martyres PTIO U1lC-
tor1a. em iıllıs COMMINAtUSs est deus, peccarent: mortem martyrıbus INIMICUS
cCOommMmMnNatus est, ut IIı ut moreren(tur, peCCaueruni: martyres morTtul sunt,

Unde iıllıs OCH: inflıcta, inde ist1s glorıa suscıtata. ” SR 439
Sermo 314,

Yl Sermo 313 I,
Sermo 316, a} uldıt Tum» uldıt lesum tantem ad dex-

teram patrıs [  ]„ 38, 432
Y Sermo 315 VII, “ Vıdeo uUOsS9 SCIO QUamı bene accepIistis. Deus adsıt

certamınıbus uestrI1s, ut prosıt uobıs quod tantı martyrıs AYONCIM spectastı1s; ut quomodo
ulncentem uldıstis ulncentI1 fauılstıs, S1IC ei uUOS in corde ueSITO ulncatıs. ” 38,

1431
Sermo 318, * Certauerunt CISO, ei uicerunt: Priores ulcerunt: sed 1NON PON-

tem QUO transıere praecıderunt, eft NOSsStIrum prohıbuerunt. Patet Cul placet:
NC qualem ıllı passı Sunt, optanda est persecutlo; sed quotidıana est humanae ultae
tentatio. Alıquando 1delıs, el ıbı est Promuttitur ıllı DIO salute ıllıc-
1tum sacrıfıcıum, NnOxX1a el sacrılega lıgatura, nefanda incantatıo, magıca consecratio
promıittitur, e1que dıcıtur: ille el Jlie pe1us perıclhitati sunt, el SIC uaseruni; fac, S1
u1s uluere; morIerTI1S, 61 NON fecerTISs. 1ıde S1 NON SS morIerI1S, S1 Christum NON

negauerI1Ss. Quod dıcebat martyrı perseCulor, hoc t1bı oblıquo dıcıt occultus
Fac t1bı hOC remedium, el ulues: [0)818([ hoc est, sacrıfıca, el ulues’”? 1 NON

fecerI1s, moTIeTIS: ]918( hOC estT, S1 NON sacrıfıcauerIs, morIier1s ® Inueniıst1 Parcm PUS-
UACIC palmam. In eCIO e E} el In stadıo C: laces, el luctarıs Permane In

fıde;: el dum Tatıgatus CS, UulNnCc1IS. ” 38, 9-1
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MAartyTr wıtness, recrult (tıro) agamınst the eV1 Otherwise yYOUu 11l
In WaYy 1g and WIN, unless yOUu PraYy for yOUTr enemiles.?> ugus-
tine’s call Contemporary martyrdom, in imıtatıon of hrıs and
Stephen, has 187011 got indıyvıdual hero1c and bloody actıon PUTDOSC,
but nstead moral 1stıan ıfe

Augustine constantly descr1ibes Stephen ervan (servus)?®
and friend (amicus)?' of Christ, that became friend?®.
The central place of hrıst In the martyrdom of Stephen becomes clear
In several domaıns. Stephen ore the suffering of the martyrdom
because of hıs desıre lıve ıth hrıs Stephen dıd not fear torture

18 hıs al in the 1ving Christ.?”* Jesus Sa  < the strugglıng of Hıs
oldıer from above and He SaVC hım invıincıble In order that
he WOU NOL Stephen ommended hıs spırı hrıst urıng Hıs
execution.!9! Stephen, 1e commendıng hıs spırı God, as
be ıth Christ. 102 tephen’s martyrdom 1S completely ocused hıs
behef In hrıst. hrıs 1s ell the ving force the motivatıon
and goal of the martyrdom We 1ll also SCC that the fundament of
thıs christologıica meanıng of Augustine s martyrology lays in hıs
interpretation of the martyrdom imıtatıon of T1S

Christological explanation of the veneratıon of MAFTYFS
I hat emphasıs chrıstology In Augustine’s martyrology 15

caused Dy hıis COMNCEITIN g1ve the veneratıon of martyrs the g00d OTr1-
entation. !© Augustine emphasızes ın Sermo 316 that Stephen

95 Sermo 382, V7
Sermo 314, j 314, Z 319, L, 1! 319, VII, E Sermo 387 (Wılmart, (ed.),

Rev Ben 44, 204-205).
Sermo $43: HR 39 313 IL, 52 313; 1L, 5‚ 316, IL, 3: 31 .
Sermo 316, I!
Sermo 314, ‘“ Sed illıus praeceptum gestaba! In anımo, CU1uUSs praesentiam

cernebat caelo; el ad CUMM flagrantissımo SUSPCNSUS, H100001 quantoc1us relın-
ul  9 eit ad 1ıpsum cupljebat aduolare: 1NCC Mortem lam tiımebat, qula Chrıstum, quem
PIO OCCIsSUumM scıebat. uluentem uldebat; PCI hoc festinabat et1am 1pse MOoOTI PIO
illo, ut ulueret CU) illo  27 3 9 4725

Sermo 314,
101 Sermo 319, IL,
102 Sermo 319, EB
103 For the christological Content of Augustine’s9 SCC PELLEGRINO, M E

(Greneral Introduction,
For Augustine’s chrıistocentric martyrology, SCC ‚AVEL, Van, T’he Cult of the

Martyrs In Augustine, 360-361 OEFT, Den, «Martyres SUNL, sed homines
fuerunt” { 74 MAYER, C E} » Attende Stephanum [UUM<« , 219; 234;

226
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performed the miıracles durıng hı1ıs ıfe in and by the amne of hrıst.
Everything that nowadays 1S one In the MCMOTY of Stephen (per
memorıam Stephanli), 15 also one In the ame of hrıs In order that
hrıs In the attention of the world, in order that He 15 CI-

ated and expected.*” The people that know hOow Stephen 0Ug be
loved, love hım ıIn hrıs Augustine probably preache: ese SCTINONS

al shriıne for Stephen Augustine trıes aVO1d that popular EeVO-
t10Ns degrade ın crypto-paganısm Dy emphasızıng that the miıracles
performed by Stephen, durıng hıs hlıfe OT al h1ıs shrınes, happen in the
ame of Christ.19%>

Augustine explaıns that he dıd NnOTL ul altar for Stephen in
1pPpO, but altar of the relics of Stephen for G0d 106 Augustine asks
that al that altar Stephen 1S venerated, but In hıs honour Hım 1s WOTI-

shıpped who crowned hım. 197 It 15 God/Chrıst who performs miracles
through (per) the PIayCIS of Stephen. !° hat 1S the 1CASONMN why UuguS-
tine asks recelve the favours ODiaıne by Stephen, but render the
glory and the honour the Lord.1% Augustine bases thıs chrıstologıica.

104 Sermo 346. } ‘“ Numquıd nım legımus, aut In doctrina Salld alıcubı legere
IN  , qula facıebat auft facıt sıgna lesus PCI Stephanı ? Fecıt Stephanus,
sed PCI Christi. Hoc facıt el modo qu1dquıd uldetis quı1a fıt PCT emorı1am
Stephanı, in nomıne Christı fit; uft Chrıistus commendetur, Chrıstus adoretur, Christus
exspectetur iudex uluorum el MOTrTtUOTUM, el ab e1s quı iıllum dılıgunt ad dexteram STEe-
tur.  97 38, 1432

105 HILL, B In ROTELLE, E $ Sermons (306-5404A), On the Saints, (The
Works of Saınt Augustine, translatıon for the 215t Century, 111/9) New Cıity Press,
New York 1990, 141

See the reaction agaınst Faustus In footnotes 15 and 106
106 Sermo 318, °“ Nos nNnım in sto loco NON 1alll fecımus Stephano, sed de

rel1quus Stephanı T1Tanllı deo 38, 1438%
Ihe manıchean Faustus accused the Chrıstians of exchangıng Dagall ıdols In bring-

ng sacrıfıces Augustine ANSWEIS that Christians do . .not sacrıfıce
LYIS, but God ın (8) of the Not the dIiC worshıpped, but (G0d
15 Contra Faustum Manıcheum 4; Z 254{4; 538:; 561-564)
See also footnote

107 Sermo 318, (Dee footnote 58.)
Augustine 5Say>s the followıng In the Context of the chrıstologıical explanatıon of the

veneratıon of Stephen “Legıte quatuor UCTISUS qUOS in ce SCT1PSIMUS, legıte, tenete,
in corde habete Propterea nım COS ıbı serıbere uoluımus, ut quı uult legat, quando uult
legat Ut teneant, 1deo paucı sSsunt ut legant, ıdeo publıce scr1pt1 SUNLTL.
Non ODUS est ut codex: CamneTa ]la codex uester Sit.  27 Augustine however
does NOL mention these four (S) RN Sermo 319, 3 9 144 € * SANDERS, G.,
ug2ustın el le MESSASE epigraphique: le tetrastique l’honneur de saınt Etienne,
Augustinıana 40, (1990) 1 (Melanges Van Bavel, )),e

108 Sermo 319 VII, 67 320
109 Sermo 319, VUIL, ° Der CONSCIUUIMN benefic1a SUMAaINUS, honorem ei glorıam

Domino demus. ” 3 E 144
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Orlıentatiıon of the MAartyrS veneratıon Stephen hımselrf. Stephen
sought the honour of hrıst He Was wıtness of Chrıist He performed
miracles in the Name of hrıst hrıst dıd NOTt perform miracle In
the ame of Stephen 15 accordıng Augustine salutary NOW thıs
in Order o dıstıngu1s between the servant and the Lord, the WOI-

shıpper and the PCISON that 1S worshiıpped. Stephen dıd not shed h1ıs
00 for hıis OW sake but for Christ.110 Stephen Sservant
Just the ange that dıd not want be venerated nstead of (G0d
because he 15 and brother!!!, the humble neıther

this.11%

Sımilarities an differences hetween the DASSLONS of Stephen
and Christ

ugustine describes the simılarıties between the passıon of hrıst
and the passıon of Stephen The SAadrNE alse wıtness about the SaJmInle thıng
W dsSs brought agaınst the both of them The alse wıtness, that resulte:
in the ea| of Christ, namely that he WOU destroy the temple and
ul 76  < OIlC wıthın three days*!>, resembles the aCccusatıon brought
agamnst Stephen. “* Stephen W ds ame!: of havıng saıd that Jesus WOU
destroy the temple and change the commandments of Moses.11>

ere 15 accordıng Augustine dıfference between the DaAS-
S10n of Chrıst and the passıon of Stephen When Jesus W das under
question1ing, He chose remaın silent.116 Jesus kept sılence, because
He W as Oreto “ I ıke sheep he Was led the slaughter, and ıke

amb wıthout volce before hıs shearer, he dıd NnOoTt OPCNH hıs

110 Sermo 319, 1, ” Hoc exhortor ad carıtatem uestram aedıfıcandam, ut
sclatıs Sanctum Stephanum honorem Christı quaes1sse, ut sclatıs SanctLtum martyrem
testem Christı fulsse, ut sclatıs CUu tunc miıiracula In nomiıne Christı fec1Isse. Hoc
nNnım salubriıter SCIt1S, Stephanum Sanctum fecısse miracula in nomıne Chriıstı, nullum
autem miraculum fecısse Oomınum Christum in nomiıne Stephanı ut dıscernatis

Domino, cultorem deo, adoratorem ab adorando Quando nım discern1i-
t1S, tunc uoSs amat. Non nNnım PIO Jie sanguınem fudıt, sed PIO Chrıisto fudıt. ” 38,

144
111 Rev 19, 10; 2 ' 8-9
112 Sermo 319, VIIL,
113 Mc 1 9
114 cts 6’
115 Sermo 313 I’
116 Thıs 18 the diıstance between the who has confess Christ and Christ

who, G0od In Hıs excellentia maltestatis Can refuse that confession and also does thıs
The 15 dıfferent Impar) TOmM TIS Sermo 313 1L, See also footnote In
connection ıth the dıfference between Christ and the
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mouth.11/”? Stephen however Was NOT sılent, because the ord had told
“What tell yOUu In the dark, tell in the 1g and hat yOUu hear in the
C proclaım the rooftops. !” Augustine adds that Stephen PIO-
laımed from the rooIftops Dy readıng the muddy house of the
flesh.119

Augustine elaborates the wofold sımılarıty between the passıon
of TI1IS and the passıon of Stephen. . (1) 15 commended Hıs
Spirı the Father the cross.121 Stephen commended hıs spırıt
TIS urıng the stoning.!? (Z) hrıst as the Father forg1ıveness for
Hıs murderers the cross.123 Stephen as forg1veness for hıs I11U1-

derers durıng the stoning. !“
It 15 actually quıte logıcal that ere aAIc simılarıtıes between

the passıon of hrıs and the passıon of Stephen Stephen mıiıtated
hrıs in hıs yıng Stephen Ollowe: in the footsteps of the Lord.12>
Stephen followed the Lootsteps of hıs Sheperd ıke g00d sheep The
go0od amb ollowe the amb whose 00 took aAaWaVY the SINS of the
WOT Stephen fulfılled the assıgnment of the apostle eier Dy o1ıng

5  st suffered for u  r leavıng example, that m1g
follow Hıs footsteps. ” 126 Stephen mıtated hrıst in hıs ea In [WO
WaYy>Ss (1) Jesus commended Hıs Spirı the Father ıle Stephen
as hrıst recelve hıs spirıt. (2) oth of them as forg1veness
for theır killers.127 Stephen W d>s real imıtator of the passıon of the
ord and perfect pupıl of hrıs In hıs praycr for the Torg1ıving of hıs
StOoONers Ihe first of hrıst Ollowe: the eaching of hıs Mas-
ter 'IThe pup1 became master Dy o1ng <0.128

117 Is 5 E}
118 Mt 10,
119 Sermo 319 1L, See O0tinote
120 Sermo 319, V9
° ( hrıstus In CIUC®E, Pater, In UunUÜ, [UAS commendo spirıtum Meum

tephanus sub apıdus, Domuine Jesu, SUSCIDE spiırıtum INeuUum

Chrıistus in CIUCC, Pater, LENOSCE 1S, qu1ia nescCc1iunt quid faciunt:
Stephanus sub lapıdıbus, Domuine Jesu, TAtuas ıllıs hoc dılıctum. “ 38,

1441
121 23

Acts 79
2 C

Acts 7E 6()
Sermo 319, V’ ““ Vıde homınem Ssequentem vestigla Domuiını SU1  27 38,

1441
126 1Pt Z 21 Sermo 319 1
127 Sermo 316, 1L,
128 Sermo 317/, (Wılmart, (ed.), Rev Ben 4 E 04-205) ° Verus imıtator

dommnıcae passıon1s eif perfectus est Christi dıcıpulus adprobatus, quı quod magıstro
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Prayer for forgiveness
Especılally the praycer for the forgiveness of the

for Augustine be crucılal in tephen’s imıtatıon of Christ.12> UuguS-
tine Irequently quotes the ast words of Stephen “LOTrd., do not hold
thıs SIN agamınst them. ’’ 150 Despıite of the roug stonıng, Stephen
remaıned calm and as the ord NOT the ICVENLC of hIs eı but he
CVEN as NOT hold thıs SIN agamst hıs kıllers.!$1 Augustine’s call

follow the example of Stephen maınly 1S call 1{8 mıtate tephen’s
love for the

Savage ıth his LONZUE, gentle wIıth hHLs heart

Stephen Was SaVaDc agaınst the Jews ıth hıs (ONZUE, gentle
ıth them in hıs he  z hıs 15 theme that sometimes back in
the SCILHNONS of Augustine. Stephen began irıendly, miıld, polıte and
reconcılıng ıth the address ..  men, brothers and fathers’’ 152 and thıs
in order 18 recommend hıs interrogators (8) the Redeemer, ıth the
PUTDOSC be ear Jönger. Stephen W as ıth hıs LONZUE hard
agamınst the Jews al the end of hıs speech: “ Stiff-necke: and UNCIr-
cumcısed of he.  Z and ears! Whiıch of the prophets dıd YOUT athers 1a(0)1
kıl]? ” 154 He W ds shouting outwardly and he wanted 118 destroy them
He Was prayıng nwardly and wanted 18 SAadVC them Stephen had

audıerat In sua passıone compebat. OMINus enım, CU penderet In CIUC®C, alt Pater
LENOSCE ıllıs Qqu1a nescıiunt quid faciunt; el beatus Stephanus, CUu 1am PCI1IC lapıdıbus
obrueretur, SIC alt Domine lesu TAluUaAs 15 hoc apostolıcum ulrum,
1am dıscıpulo magıstrum. ”

Sermo 315 V9 “ Sedebat in cathedra CTUCIS, el docebat ephanum regulampletatıs. magıster bone, bene pronuntıiastı, bene docuıistı. CCe discıpulus [UUS Orat
DIo INImMICIS Suls, OTalt PIO lapıdatoribus Su1S. ” 3 9 430

129 Augustine already speaks about the PIayCI of Stephen for the forg1veness of
hıs perseCutors (ın the CoOoNntext of the beatıtude of the persecuted people) De SETMONE
Domuni In On I'7 22; 76-77, (ANE 39i 85-87

130 Acts r 60 Sermo 315. I 7! 316, UL, 3’ S4
131 Sermo 314, ' Maxıme autem sequendus eit imıtandus est nobıs in dılectione

Inim1ıcorum. Nostıs Nnım qula Irequentium INniımM1ıcorum congregatiıone Ciırcumdatus,
CU crebrıs hınc el iıllınc SAaXOTUMmM ictiıbus tunderetur, placıdus el intrepi1dus, mıiıtıs el
lenıs inter lapıdes quıbus occıdebatur, intuens ıllum PIO YJUO occıdebatur, NOMN aıt,
Domine ludıca obıtum INCUM; sed, «accıpe spiırıtum INCUM> Non alt, Domine lesu,
ulmndıca SCIUUM tuum, YJUCIM uldes 1sSto supplıcı0 mortis addıctum: sed, «11C tatuas
illıs hoc 4  peccatum». ' 38, 1426

132 Acts 7,
133 Sermo 319, E
| 34 Acts 77 51572
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SaAaVaARC tongue and gentle he  Z (lingua eroxX (TF ene 135 Sermo
317 makes clear that thıs aspect of Stephen martyrdom a..
110 Chriısti IThe ord had hard AaCCUSAaLTl: agaınst the Jews 136 Stephen
also repriımanded the Jews 137 oth of them however did thıs outft of
love for the Jews and al the end they both prayed that the Jews would
be forgıven 138

andıngz kneeling OWN

Stephen love for hIs CNCINICS went VE far He dıd noTt only
PIaYy for the forgıveness of hıs ENCIMNICS, but he dıd hıs knees.

TECUITINGS eme oughout the Stephen SETINONS 15 the contradıction
between the fact that Stephen prayed for hımself standıng but for
hıs kıllers hıs knees 139 ÖR Jesus TeGETIVE SPIrıL Stephen
entrusted hımself of confiıdence) the ord because he-
mended Just 11a because he as hat W as COMUNS hım hat
Was promised the *T_ ord do nNnOoTt hold thıs agaınst them
When Stephen prayed for hıs CNCINIECS he ne OoOWnN because he
prayed for bad people He prayed kneelıng OWN for the Jews who
stoned hım because he knew that the of SDIrıL they WeIC the
LNOTC dıfficult i{ Was for them 1{8 be heard He STOO! straı1ght and

135 Sermo S45 {{ ° «BHt NOMN CITICUMICISI corde el aurıbus Quem prophetarum
NO]  —; occıderunt patres uestr1? » Saeuimre uldetur lıngua feroxX COT lene (/lamabat el
amabat Saeu1l1ebat el Ssaluos fıer1 uolebat ForI1s clamabas el INn{us orabas

478
136 hrıst called the Jews “hypocrites Mt 13
137 Stephen called the Jews “stiff-necked and uncircumcısed of heart and CAal:

Acts 7,
138 Sermo 3E7. [ Augustine wrıtes about Stephen Lingua clamat, COI amat.  97

1/ 38 1437
139 Sermo 315 °° Attendit ON el mM1ısertus est CN el f1xıt DITO IS SCHU Pro

stabat pPTo C15 Nnu Mgebat Dıiscreuit 1UStUum peccatorıbus PTO 1USIO STtans pele-
bat U1a mercedem ex1igebat PTO peccatorıbus NUu f1x1t qu1a scıebat quamı dıffi-
cıle PITO sceleratıs possel exaudırı (Quamu1s 1US{IUS qUamu1s sub 1PSa COTONNA COIN-

19(0)8! praesumpsıt sed SCHU f1xı1t NON attendens quı1d 1IDSC dıgnus essE| petendo
sed quıd 1DS1 12N1 essent quıbus uolebat horrenda supplıcıa

«Domiıine » INnquıt «1I1C tatuas iıllıs hoc peccatum » 429
Sermo 316 { A} «Domiıne tatuas iıllıs hoc peccatum>» Sed quomodo

dıixıt? Posıto SCHU terra Se STans commendauıt quando Orauıt PTo SCHU
f1xıt Quare stans commendauıt? Quı1a 1uUustum commendabat Quare PTO ıllıs NUu
fixıt? Quıa DIO sceleratıs orabat «Domiıune tTatuas illıs hoc >> 38

437 434
Sermo 315 111
Acts 59

141 Acts 6()
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hıgh (celsus) when he W as askıng for hımself. He knelt and OWEe!
OoOWN (humilıs) for them . 142 Augustine COMPATCS the PIaycCIr for the fOr-
g1veness of 15 and Stephen of eIr enemles: What Stephen dıd
humuiliıs, hrıs dıd sublımıs. What Stephen dıd Dy bowıng OWN the
ground (ad ferram iInclinatus), 1S hat hrıs dıd hangıng hıgh the

(In L2NO0 SUSPENSUS). oth of them forgave theır enemi1es.1*>
tephen’s PTaycI that the SIN of hıs murderers W ds NOL hold agalns

them, Was accordıng ugustine CcE} heard because INan of them
Came behef. Saul 1S example of that.14 ugustine refers Saul ASs
1{0 pomt Ouf the alue of the PIayCI of Stephen tephen’s pPrayer W ds
heard for Saul.1®> The I1CAasSson why Pau! STOO! from the groun er
hıs fall durıng hI1s conversıon cts 26, 14) WAas that Stephen Was heard
when he bent OWN to the groun! Augustine lets hrıst SaYVy Saul
“Agaılns all the evıls yOUu commıtting agalns II for hıch ee
0Ug O ave estroye: yYOUu long ADQO, Stephen has prayed

for 27  you f Stephen had NOT prayed that WAaY, the Church WOU
ave had Paul.146 hrıst prayed ‘“ Father, forg1ıve them because they do
NOTL know hat they doing. ”” 147 ugustine adds that Stephen durıng
the time of the crucıfix10n Was perhaps amongst them who dıd NOL know
hat they WEIC domg Many of them Camne behef only ater UgUS-
tine 1S NOL certaın of the SIOUD hıch Stephen elonged. Stephen
really belonged {O the STOUD that dıd NOTL aCCepL Christ, the PIayCI of hrıst

the also affected Stephen. !“ ugustine aıms al parallelısm ıth
Saul ugustine that when the lamb Stephen Was stoned, Saul| Was
stil] bloodthırsty wolf. 199 Stephen dıd NOoTt aCCepL hrıst and hrıst prayed
for hım Saul dıd NOT acCceptL Stephen and Stephen prayed for Like
Chrıst, rejJecte‘ by the Jews, became theır Redeemer‘*>°®, Stephen became
the AaV1OUT of Saul Paul 19(0) re1gns ıth hrıst ogether ıth the by hım
stoned Stephen Persecutor and persecuted 110 together lamb. >1
tephen’s love for the made the Conversion of Saul possıble. hrıst
changed hIs furı10us enemI1es into behevers and en Dy Hıs love.1>2

Sermo Bl 1
43 Sermo 43, V9

Sermo 347 Wılmart, (ed.), Rev Ben 44, 204-205)
145 Sermo S47 (Wılmart, (ed); Rev Ben 447 204-205)
146 Sermo 382, I

28
4X Sermo 316, UL,

149 (T Sermo 316, I
150 Sermo 319, . A
151 Sermo 316. V!
152 Sermo 382, IL,



CHRISTT, 5 ]

Saul

Despıte the fact that Saul only watched the stonıng accordıng
the Acts, Augustine suggest that Saul/Paul joined the STON-
ıng The alse WwI1ıtnNesses ald OoOWN theır al the feet of Saul .}
Saul kept the ats of the 1991501 who WeTIC o1ng the stonıng, ıt
seems) that Saul COUuU throw STONES ıth the hands of them al].1>4

The CONVvers10n from Saul Paul 1s accordıng Augustine
testimonYy of the force of tephen’s Praycr for forg1veness.'>> The Mg-
UTE of Saul consequently frequently in the Stephen SCITNONS
The CONVversıi0n of Saul Paul 1S transgression from olf amb,
from robber of the am shepard of the lambs.1>% Augustine
explaıns the of Saul and Paul Saul refers the oldtestamenti-
cal kıng Saul Saul Was Davıd hat Saul W ds Stephen Saul called
hımself after hıs CONvers1ıo0on Paul because paulus INCcans SMa and short
(modiCcus, Darvus) Paul regarded hımself the eas of the apostles
or _3 Paul 1S also crowned al the end, 18 Stephen.'>®

L4 artyrdom.: merıt an

Stephen dıd NOT fear torture because he W ds convınced of the
comıng reward (futurae heatitudinis praemia).}>? He stayed standıng

full of confıdence when he recommended hımself the ord

153 Sermo HS I
For the relatıon between Stephen and Paul, SCC also: BASTIAENSEN, R $

Augustin the Deacon-Preacher-Martyr Stephen, 19541 18
154 Sermo 3415, V, ° Vestimenta lapıdantıum eruabat, uft omnıum manıbus lap-

idaret. ” 38, 14729
Sermo 316, V’ 5, ST 1L, 47 ST ( Wılmart, ed.) Rev Ben 449 204-

205); 382, I
155 Sermo 50 / (Wılmart, (ed.), Rev Ben 44, 204-205) footnotes f

156 Sermo ST HN, C Sermo 316 1L, I
157 Sermo 315% V,
158 Sermo 316, V9
159 Sermo 314
For praemium, e Sermo 314. 17 314, 29 315 I 6’ 315, VI, 97 SE7 r E 417,

HA
Dodaro observes that Augustine from 411 (around the time of the pelagıan

controversy) emphasızes that dICc Iso human, that they dIC affrıght of death
-  at emphasıs 18 NnOot be found in the Stephen SCITNON\NS Augustine actually Shows
that Stephen W as fearless. Ihıs Statement evıdently has goL the Same meanıng the
wrıtings that speak about the fear of the»namely that the martyrs dıd it INn the
end Outft of love for Chrıst and Dy dıvıne Augustine nevertheless depicts Stephen
VEIY confident. Stephen W das apparently SUTE that he earned heavenly reward.
ODARO, R: 'OChrıistus Iustus’ and ear f Death INn Augustine Dispute Ith Pelagıius,
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He W as askıng hat W as hıs due, hat W das promised the VIS,
the reward of the of Justice from the ord Paul WTOTLe about that

“I‚ for already being prepare for sacrıfıce, and
the time of castıng off 15 al hand ave Tought the g00d ig
1 have completed the COUISC, ave kept the faıth; for the rest ere 15
a1ld for of Justice, IC the ord 111 award
that day, Just Judge that He is. 160 Stephen dıd hıs request because he
Was claımıng reward.16! Stephen laımed (exigebat) hıs debitum, hıs
praemıum and hıs merces.162 The palma ollows er the pugna. }°
The COYONda belongs the expeete debita.}©* Augustine Irequently
Da tephen’s martyrdom and reward.16> praemıum also
aWwaılts Merces f perform the Praeceptum and ODUS of the
love for the enemy. 166 Does Augustine ere egree of meriıt that
he WOUu NnOTt want admıt In hıs antı-pelagıan wrıtings”? No, the
nherent aspect of wıthın martyrdom 15 always present In Uugus-
tine’s preachıng Stephen Augustine permanently pomts the
actıve role of Christ In the martyrdom Moreover, Augustine explaıns
that Stephen rece1ved the martyrdom beneficıum from God.167/
yIS dıd NOl achleve martyrdom eIr OW POWCIS. G1r abılıty

endure martyrdom 15 gıift Irom G0d (G0d DaVC them the

In ZUMKELLER, (ed.), Sıenum Pıetatiıs. Festgabe für Cornelius Mayer OSa ZU.:

Geburtstag, Augustinus- Verlag, Würzburg 1989, 341-361, 356
160 Tım 49 6-8
Sermo 5315 HL, ° «Domine Jesu, accıpe spırıtum IMNECeUM>» hOoc STans Ex1igebat

Nım debiıtum, quando dıcebat, «Domine lesu, accıpe spiırıtum INCUMM > Ex1igebat deb-
1ıtum, quod martyrıbus prom1ssum Tat debıtum, de qUO dıcıt apostolus, 24 Nım
1am iımmolor, el (emMmpus resolutionıs 1IL1CAaC instat. Bonum Certamen certaul, CUTSUM
CONSUMMAUL, fıdem Sseruaul: de CefeTro reposıta est mıh1 COTONA jlustitiae, QUam reddet
miıhı OMINUS in ]la dıe lustus 1ludex » . ” 3 C 428

For DFOMISSIO, DFOMISSUS, S Sermo 315, I O; 319, HL,
161 Sermo 319 I
1672 Sermo 313. V7 wl PITO 1usto Stans petebat, quı1a mercedem ex1igebat

PL, 38, p. 1429.
Sermo 317. B

163 Sermo 318,
Sermo 343. 1 See footnote 160

For debitum, N also Sermo 319 I 79 305. V7
165 Sermo 343; I, praemıum; Sermo 348: I Fthesaurus.
166 Sermo San L, ° Dominus NnOster inter praecepla 2401 salubrıa, dıuina el

altıssıma qUaC dediıt dıiscıpulıs SU1S, hoc uldetur homiıinıbus u  9 quod lussıt uft dilı-
gant INIM1COS SUOoS (Giraue praeceptum, sed grande praem1um. Den1ique CU) hoc [110O11-
eret; uldete quıd dixerıt: «dılıgite INIM1COS uestros, benefacıte hıs quı UOS oderunt, el
Orate PTO persequent1ibus Audiısti ODUS, mercedem 38,

167 Sermo S17 Ml.
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opportunıty for martyrdom. '° When Augustine notices that Saul’s COMN-
versıion W ds NOoTt only the result of hıs OW all but also of the ıll of
God, ıt becomes clear that Augustine 0€Ss Nnot lose S11g of h1ıs COMN-

Cept of Sracei:®

Imıtatıion of Stephen
“ LOve YOUTr eneml1es, do g00d 1{8 oOSse who hate YOU, and PTraYy

for those who persecute YOU, that yOUu IMNaYy be chıldren of yOUI Father
who 15 in heaven, who makes hıs SUunN Mse the g00d and the bad, and
sends raın upON the Just and the unjust. *9 Augustine SayS [WO thıngs
Ou ese per1cope Ouft of Matthew The ord dıd Hımself hat he
ordered by prayıng for Hıs crucıifiers.!/! Chriıst Was the fırst LO cshow
hat Hıs instruct1ons WeIeC Ihe observatıon that (10d also o1ves SU  m.
and raın bad people 15 accordıng Augustine example of ods
love for hıs enemiı1es.1/2 Besıdes ese examples of the Father and the
Son, ere 1S also the example of the that eaches love OUT

173

Stephen MmMiıtate TIS Stephen W as the tudent and IS the
teacher 1/4 Stephen showed hımself the perfect PDUpL of the ord In
hıs imıtatıon of the passıon of the ord The 1ırs MAartyr of hrıs fol-
oOWEe the eachıng of the aster Ihe PUup1 became master by o1ng
so.175 Was LHNOTC specıfically In hıs PTaycCI for [org1veness of hıs STON-
CIS that Stephen Miıtate Christ.1/6 Both of them forgave elIr CI1C-
mıles. Stephen 15 In that love tudent of the eacher Chrıst Stephen

168 Sermo 318, ” Reddiderunt vicem, sed NO  — de SUO ut Nnım hoc pOossent,
lle donavıt; el ut fıeret quod ab 1DS1S fıerı potuılt, ılle donavıt. Exhıbendo dıgna-
tiıonem, dedıt OCCcasıonem. ” 3 E 438 (T. Sermo 319, IY ° Donet mı1ıhı OM1-
11US U dıicere salubrıter, quı donauıt SancCctiO Stephano tanta dicere ortiter. ” 38,

1440
«Reddiderunt vicem» Ouf of Sermo 318, confirms the mutual character PCI-

ce1ved by StTraw in Augustine s thınkıng about martyrdom. Ihe martyrdom 18
second mMmOovement, answerTrT and g1ving back of Christ’s sacrıfıce from the
LyrS Christ Who Hımself DaVC AWaY Hıs ıfe STRAW, G Martyrdom, 538

169 Sermo 316, V7
170 Mt 5’ 44-4  n Sermo 31:% I’ 1, 382, L,
1/1 Sermo 362 I}
2 Sermo SE I’ IL,
173 Sermo 317 IL,
1 /4 Sermo SED: VII, (S$: Sermo 313: N “ Sedebat in cathedra CIUCIS, doce-

bat Stephanum regulam pletatıs. ” 38, 14230
175 Sermo 31 (Wılmart, (ed.) Rev Ben 447 204-205) See footnote 128
Sermo S13 Y
176 Sermo 387 ( Wılmart, (ed.) Rev Ben 44., 204-205) See footnote 128
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showed how the humble ONC mMust mıtate the hıgher, the the
Creator, the Vvictım the edıator, humans the One that 15 G0od and
uman G7

ugustine states that the authentic WaY celebrate eas of
MAaItyT consısts In ookıng hat the martyr placed hıs passıon
example imıtate, belheve and fulfil that.!/8 The MOST recurrıng pomt
throughout the of Stephen 18 ugustine’s call follow (SEQUL,
IMItarıi) the example of the Stephen.* ”” We 1(070 ave mıtate
Stephen Stephen BaAaVC example of the struggle LOO ave 1g

OUT heart!89, agamst the SaJmıle temptatiıon deny Christ!&!. TIhe
eached by Stephen and several after hım, 1S St1 hangıng intac
for everybody who desıires 1t.182 verybody who ongs for that W  9
has Step into tephen’s Lootsteps. 1S especlally in the love for the

that Stephen has be imiıtated.!® ugustine efts hrıst call the
al become Hıs =  at martyrdom eXISsSts in the followıng
of hrıst Who prayed for [org1veness of Hıs enemles the CTrOss. 154

An imag1ınary claıms that Chriıst W as able DPIaYy
for his enemIl1es, because He 15 God, but for humans ıt 1S L00 dıfficult

do thıs No, Augustine answWeIs Stephen LO00 dıd this.18> ugus-
tine aNSWEeTIS that that has ook Stephen ° Attende
Stephanum COMNSCIUUM tuum. ” Stephen Was a(0)1 God, d hrıst, but

177 Sermo 3413 V! ° Ostendit quomodo debuerit imiıtarı sublımen humaiuılıs,
creatorem creatura, medıiatorem ulctima, Deum eit homınem homo 3 9

430
1/ Sermo S17 1,
179 Ihe secondary lıterature Augustine’s cShows the (graceful) ork-

ıng of the Holy Spirıt and of Chrıst (as the inner eacher ın the ugustine’s
ON, placed In the SerVICE of the ord equal the servıice of the bread
already the beginnıng of the imıtatıon of Stephen and of Christ, the beginning of the
salvatıon of the faıthful

180 Sermo 315 YVM, See footnote 9073
1X1 Sermo 318, See footnote
182 Sermo 314, ° Ht mO0do, fratres, de caelo pendet: qU1SQUI1S Cal concuplerIit,

ad Cd] uelocıter uolabıt. Et uft sanctıtatem uestram breuınter eu1ldenter hortemur,
multis 816)  z ODUS est uerbis: Stephanum, quıicumque desiderat coronam. ”

3 E 1426
See footnote 51 for the prev1ous of thıs paragraph.
1X3 Sermo 314 d fratres, CU: S1 Nım sequı1mur Stephanum,

coronabımur. Maxıme autem sequendus el imıtandus est nobıs in dılectione IN1mM1CO-
Tum. 38, 1426

184 Sermo 382, N See footnote 95
185 Sermo 313 VI, “Sl multum est ad OMINUS (uus, nesCISs quıa Stephanus

est tuus? Docunt Deus DCI Stephanum NON exinanıtum. S1 ista In euangelı0
praecess1isse uldet1s, Tatres mel, NECINO dicat In corde 5SUo, qu1s iıllud facıt? ” 38,

14230 Sermo S17 IL,
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human are. 186 Nobody 15 Iowed Sa y “lt 15 1{078 much for
me Stephen Was human and VYOU humanı.!87 If YOU thınk that the
imıtatiıon of the Oord (ın the commandment love the enemy)
demands LOO much of YOU, Watc Stephen, yOULr uman Just

you. 188 hıs 15 the 1CasonMn why Augustine constantly emphasızes
that Stephen 15 (only) ervan of the Lord, Just are.189 More-
OVEeTrT, OIlC INAaYy 181011 forget that Stephen dıd NOTt perform hıs martyrdom
Ouft of hıs OW What he dıd Was gılt from G0od hat 15 ST1
avaılable.1%0

Stephen, uman d al' Was able do ıt Moreover, ıt Was

actually (10d that dıd ıt Besıides ese [WO ICasons gıven Dy UuguS-
tine ShoOow that martyrdom and the forg1ving of the enemıles NOT
ımpossıble, he implıcıtly Q1VvEs thırd IcCason Augustine declares that
hrıs Was crucıfıed d human eing (homo).*?) hat human deter-
mıinatıon of the passıon of hrıs has goLl ımportan CONSCYHUCNCE.
When Jesus prayed for [org1veness of hıs enemIles the He Was
humanı.1?2 Augustine probably indıcate that it 1S poss1ıble for
humans PraYy for eIr enemıles by connecting the human nature of
TIS and Hıs PTIayCI for Hıs kıllers

186 Sermo 317 IL, L£Sl multum ad imıtarı omınum (uum, attende
Stephanum CONSCIUUM [uUuum. Om1ınus Christus, UNICUSs De1 Fıhllus: numquıd HOC
Stephanus? OMINUS Chrıstus, de Incorrupta uırgıne natus Nnumquıd hoc Stephanus?
OMINUS Christus uenı1t, 1910)8| ın Carne peccatı, sed in sımılıtudıne CAarnıs peccatı:
numquıd hoc Stephanus ? SI1IC natus est uft Ü  » inde nNatus esT, unde ef Ü  9 ab renatus
esL, quoO Ü  ° pret10 redemptus, QUO el (  > tantı ualet, quantı uales. ” 38,

426
( Sermo 3R 1, "Ipsum attende, attende. ” 38, 14236
17 Sermo ST IM ° Nemo dicat, multum est ad homo eral, homo es  97
38, 1436
188 Sermo 382, 1L, Sermo 3E 1L,
189 See footnotes 96 0®
190 Sermo 313, VI, “ Kecce Stephanus fecıt de e“ De SUO fecıt? 1 autem de

dono de1 fecıt; numgquıd intrauıt, el Conftra clausıt? Numquıd pontem transıuıt, el
praec1ıdıt”? Multum est ad te‘® ete el OonNns manat, 1NON S1CCault. ” 38, 1430

Sermo S17 I, ° Fons COomMmunIls est bıbe unde bıbıt. Benefic10 De1 accepıt
abundat quı dedıt; el pete, el acC1pe. ” 38, 437

See footnotes 167-169
191 Sermo 316, 1L, ° Dominus lesus Chrıistus, Cu pendere in CIUCE, dixıt

« Pater, in {uas commendo spırıtum INCUMM>» Hoc Ssıcut homo, sıcut crucıfiXus,
sıcut nNnatus femina, sıcut Arllc indutus; sıcut PTO nobıs morIı1turus, sıcut iın sepul-
CTO futurus, sıcut tert10 die reSu:  CTIUTUS, sıicut In caelos ASCECIHNSUTUS Omnı1a Nnım ista
in homine. Homo CISO « Pater, in INanus {uas cCcCommendo spırıtum meum».” 38

437
192 Sermo 315, V. “ Deum, sed tamen In 1UCE homıinem: Deum Chrıstum, sed

ın 1UCC homınem, quando dıcebat clara UOCC, «Pater, 12NO0SCE ıllıs, quıla nesc1ıunt quıd
facıunt».” 3 C 4230
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The emphasıs the imıtatıon of Stephen clearly sSshows
the moralısıng and pastora. intentions of Augustine’s CIINONS
Stephen.*® Forgiveness of the be VE iımportant.!?*
Augustine explaıns thıs importance. He advıses 1{0 be enlent owards
OUT enemıles. The Can do 15 kall But thıs 15 nNnOoTt
re bad We WOUuU dıe WAaY, for example by fever. when
dıe 1ıle lovıng OUT murderer, that murderer actually adds somethıing
O OUT eavenly reward. Our real 15 ANSCI 1ra nger creates

contradıction in OUT he  z CVETIV time DPTIaYy ..  as 1{070 forg1ıve OUT
debtors. 7’19 Augustine especılally a1lms at rest and In hıs plea for
[org1veness of the enemıles. He asks {O Stephen and Paul -
mend hrıs in eIr PTIayers In order 1{8 ave quıie ıfe (quieta
el tranquıilla VILA) In the Church.1%

13 OÖther theological subjects
The eme of the or1ıgınal SIN has gol role in the backgroundof the SCITHNON\NS Stephen Augustine Ssummarızes hıs thınkıng Oou

orıg1ınal SIN (peccatum orıginale) In Sermo 314 Heaven Was closed
for humanıty er the first SIN of dam The 1e (hangıng the

extf Chrıst) W as the first er into heaven. hat 15 whyStephen COU Sa Yy he SA W the heavens opened 0O Augustine
points Out the dıfference between the MAartyTS and dam and Eve
dam and Eve dıed because they sinned. The IS dıed In order
{O NOoTt SIN ea W ds punıshment for dam and Eve, VicCtory for
the martyrs.!?® en also 15 for the Martyrs the result of or1g1nalSIN, 1ıke for all humans. Nevertheless., Can change thıs DUN-shment into somethıng g00d, namely instrument reach the
real ıfe

193 Pellegrino shows the iımportant place of Chrıstian ıfe in the of
Augustine. lıfe 15 Christian hen actıon CONCUFTS ıth faıth, namely lıfe of humıil-
ILy, love and inner orlentation. PELLEGRINO, M., (General Introduction, 74-83

194 LAFITTE, J$ Pardon des offenses elt ON des ennemls dans “Les Sermones”
de Saint Augustin, Anthropotes 16 (2000)S

195 Mt 6, Sermo 345; YL NL 10
196 Sermo 346, V7
197 Sermo 314,
198 Sermo 318, “Quod ılla accempıit in L0)  N  9 hoc cContemnun PTOulctorla. Mortem ıllıs Comminatus est deus, peccarentl: mMortem martyrıbusINimicus Comminatus esL, ut peccarent. I1ı uft morerentur, PECCaUueTrUNtL: martyresmortu1 sunt, peccarent. Unde iıllıs L0)  N inflıcta, inde ist1s glorıa suscıtata. ”
38, 439
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111 The healing of qull and Palladia

Sermo 320, 321 322 373 constıitute unıty and tell the healıngof certaın Paul and Palladıa In Hıppo.'?? These SCITINONS WEeIC
preache success1ively the Sunday of Easter and the onday, Tues-
day and Wednesday in the week after Easter.200 The libellus of the
healıng of Paul 15 being read In Sermo 30 Paul found hiıs healıngEaster. The healıng of Palladıa happens whıle Augustine 15 preachıngSermo 323 the Wednesday alfter Easter

Sermo 320
In Sermo 320, held Easter Sunday, Augustine 1t 1S the

CUSLtOM lısten the tractates (Libelli) that describe the miracles PCT-formed through (G0d Dy the PTayers of Stephen.““! The healıng of Paul
Was NOoTt yel wrıtten OWN ın libellus. Augustine SaVySs that see1ng thıs
INan 1S readıngz his libellus. It 15 knowledge from the first hand
nstead of wrıting. deeing Paul 15 document. The congregatıonprevıously watched hım ıth grief and Augustine ca hıs
communıty Watc Paul 19(0) ıth JOY Augustine hımself apologizes
al the end of hıs for NOL holdıng longer °Please

199 Augustine also Q1ves extensive of the healıng of aul and hıs sister
Palladıa In De (ivitate Dei AAXIL EGCL 48, 825-827) hat healıngthe ast miracle In OVeEerVIEW of miracles. In De (/ivitate Dei XXII, (CCE 458,527-828) Augustine explıcıtly Ö: that all those miracles testify of the physıcalresurrection of Christ. Ihe dıed for theır belıef In Christ’s resurrection In the
esh

CT, MEER, Van Der, Augustinus de Zielzorger, 549-553
Cr HILL, E& in ROTELLE, B Sermons (306-3404A), On the Saints, (IheWorks of Saılnt Augustine, translatıon for the 21st Century, 111/9) New Cıity Press,New ork 1990, Z

Ihıs probably happened In the YCar 4725 426 (between the bulldıng of the shrıne
of Stephen In 4724 and Augustine’s description of the Same healıng in De ( ıviıtate Dei
AAIIL, CCEH 48, 25-827) late 426) ‚APOINTE, G C} La celebration des MAFTYrS,PELLEGRINO, M E General Introduction, 159 REBILLARD, E., Sermones,774-789; 786

201 Augustine mentions in De CLVitate Dei XXII, GE 48, 815-816; 823824) (and In the 2806, 319, 322) that he introduced the CUStom read the
Iıbelli mıraculorum in the lıturgy. The Libelli miraculorum, wıitness repOTTSs of miıra-
cles performed by the intercession of saınts and have PUTDOSC COM-
emorTate the INOTEC recent (and because of that the ess oWn miracles, g1ve them
the Samne fame the older miracles and o1ve them proof of authenticity (De CLV-
Itate De1 AAII, 87 CC 48, 23-824) Sermo Z 15 the only preserVve: Iiıbellus.There ex1isted ıbelli cConcerning Stephen (De CLVitate Dei1 AAIIL, 87 GG 48, 824)‚APOINTE, G7 La celebration des MAFTYFS, PP 14121 16
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EXCUSC for not 1VINg long YOU KNOW, er all, how tıred
-  at COUuU do much yesterday, 118 Tastıng, and NnOT col-

apse, and that COUuU also spea) yOUu oday, 1S somethıng the
DrayCIrs of aın Stephen ave obtaıned for me ’’202

ermo 352J

Sermo S21 Easter onday, repeats that the Ilibellus of Paul
consısts in the INCIC fact of see1ng hım Paul however told INanYy thıngs

Augustine that WEIC still unknown the communlıty, namely about
the chrines of the saınts of the ord Getting know ese aCTts 11l
ead greater veneratıon of the ord hat 1Ss why Augustine 111
COMDOSC 1Dellus that contaıns everythıng he heard from Paul hat
1Dellus 11l be wrıtten that SaJ1lle day and ll be read the ollowıng day
ermo D

Sermo &] contaıns the 1Dellus promised the PrevV1OUS day He
asks al the beginnıng of hıs that brother and sıster WOUu stand

that the communıty COU Narı them, the ONEC whom W as

g1ven and the other for who has 18 be prayed for
TIhe Iıhellus the STOTY of mother (ın (C'aesarea of Cap-

padoc1a attacKke by her oldest SO  $ ıle her er cCAılaren dıd noth-
ing prevent thiıs The mother cursed all her chılaren because of thıs
and as (10d ban her chıladren Ouft of eIr Omelan to wander ın
er countries. As CONSCYUCNCEC of thıs all the ten chNılaren goL

disease Dy 1Cc theır 1m TemMDIE: Shocked Dy thıs and feelıng
herself gui1lty of the result of her CUTSCS, the mother commıtted su1lcıde.
The chıldren WEIC ashamed about al] thıs, eft eır OoOme and WCIC
scattered throughout dıfferent reg10ns. SON, the second oldest
rece1ved healıng al the cshrıne of Laurentius In Ravenna. Paul visıted
INan places where MAarTyIS WEIC venerated, CVECN the Stephen shrınes
ıIn the talıan Ancona and the Afrıcan Uzalıs, but he Was NOoTt healed
Paul and alladıa (the IX and eventh chıld) got VIs1onN in1
Augustine appeared.“©% hat 15 Wwhy they travelled 1ppO Regıus.

202 Sermo 3720
203 Sermo DE * Verumtamen ante hOos iTres INCNSCS, 1d estT, Calendarum lanuarı-

1U dıe, tam CDO quam OTO INCAa, UJUaAC hıc est, eadem adhuc passıone
detenta, euldent1 ulsıone commoniıt!ı. Aıt Nnım miıhı quıdam aspectu clarus, el
candıdo TINe uenerabılıs, quod intra tertium INeENsSeEM desıderata esse‘ mıhı sanıtas
adfutura. SOTOTI autem IMCcCAC ın ulsıone sanctıtas ([ua In effig1e, ın qua praesentes
uldemus, apparuıt PCT quod nobıs sıgnıfıcatum est, ad 1stum locum 105S uenıre
debu1lsse. ” 38,
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Paul Was healed ere Easter Sunday. He offers thıs 1Dellus Ouf of
gratitude. He Iso 0€Ss thıs in order that the communıty WOU Dray
for hıs siıster who Was not healed yet

ermo 475

Augustine preache Sermo 377 the day er the readıng of the
1Dellus tephen’s miracle.

Augustine sStarts hıs homily ıth warnıng: chılaren ave
respecCt eır parents, parents INa Yy nof gıve anger.“0* (G0d
answered the PTaycCcI of the mother because He 1S Just Her SOM had
beaten her and the other chNılaren allowed that injustice. The mother
W as actually also punıshe by eıng heard Augustine WAarns only
request OSe thıngs of 1C do NOT ave be affrıght that they
aAIc granted us.205

Despıite the fact that Paul COU ave een healed in Ancona, he
1S healed in Hıppo because of the al congregatıon ın Hıppo
Augustine the STOTY of the shrıne of Ancona where one of the
stonıng of Stephen 15 kept.“% He also begıns preach about mıiıra-
cle In Uzalıs, where S{T1 catechumen, died 207 Whıle
Augustine do thıs, the people around the chrine (memorIid)
of Stephen egan to oOu and praıse the ord The
(Palladıa), who W as Just een miraculously healed, W ds brought in.208

Sermo 325 IL “Quı1d Nnım u E} quı1a CO apparu1ı ist1is nesciens”? IIı nNnım
uıdebant, el CO nescıiebam: ef admonebantur uft ad istam Cluıtatem ueniırent. Quıis

SU ego? Homo SUu uUNUus de multıs, 1OON de magnıs. ” 38, 445
The liıbellus that Augustine appeared Palladıa V1s10n. Augustine

back that pomnt In Sermo 323 U: He does Nnot deny the possı1bıilıty of V1IS1ONS.
It only puzzles hım that he only ordınary and NOL I1NeN appeared
in that V1sS10nN. >  aft acCceplance of VISIONS 1S also be read Sermo 318, ugus-
tine preaches OU! the discovery of the body of Stephen. He 5SayS in thıs CoOontex{i that
the bodies of AIC frequently dıscovered thanks revelatıon of G0od

Dulaey makes clear that Augustine perhaps abandoned hıs orıgıinal SCEPSIS COMN-

cerning revelatıons In dreams and VIS1IONS (after the comıng of the Stephen reliıcs in
No  =3 Afrıca), but has not changed fundamentally hıs ıdeas about dreams because he
always remaıned crıtical about that topıc. ULAEY, M., Le eve  D dans la VIıeE el la DEN-
see de saınt Augustin, Etudes augustinıennes. Serıe antıquıte), Etudes augustinıennes,
Parıs 19/3

Sermo S23 I’
205 Sermo 325 I’

Sermo 323 .
207 Sermo 323, IL,
208 Ihe healıngs of aul and Palladıa suggest that the tephen chapel Was COIMN-

nected ıth the maın basılıca of Hıppo. MAREC, E’ Monuments chretiens d’Hıppone,
vılle episcopale de saıiınt Augustin, Parıs 1958, 163-168; 237
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When the people calmed OWN agaın, Augustine declared ıth Ps 32
that he SINS of the WeIC Lorg1ıven.

ermoOo SA

Sermo 374 continues the of the miracle of Uzalıs inter-
rupte the PTrev10US day The dead Was brought back lıfe Dy
the Praycr of the mother al the MemoOrı1a of Stephen TIhe stil]
catechumen, Was alıve agaın long enough 18 recelive the baptısm““”
and dıed agaın ımmediately er Ihe al of the mother Stan! CECI-
tral She dıd NoTt z her SOM back for herself, but che only wante
that he COUu dıe baptısed Chrıistian God COUuU also ave healed
Paul and alladıa in Uzalıs where he performed already such d CI-
ful miıracle. They WEIC nevertheless led Hıppo

Conclusion

An analysıs of Augustine’s of Stephen maınly COIN-
firms the dıfferent elements of Augustine’s martyrlogy In general
Stephen 1S humble wıtness of the ruth who directs hımself AWaVY
fIrom eart {O heaven. Augustine’s approac of the IS 1S chrısto-
centr1ic the OMNC sıde. Stephen 15 frıend of hrıst who imıtates Hım
Ouft of love In the passıon and the forg1ıving of the enemıl1es, and thıs
Ouf of the eschatological desıre lıve ıth hrıst hat imıtatiıon of
the love for enemıI1les shows the moral intention of the Stephen SCITHNON\NS

the er sıde. hrıst 1s the pomt that CONNeEeCTISs the chrıistological
and moral aSspect of these SCITHNON\NS Grace 1S of substantıial importance
ın that pomnt of connectlon. Just (10d and hrıst made martyrdom
possible ın the past, They NO make the moral) martyrdom of oday
possıble.

One lement of Augustine’s martyrology be absent in
the SCTITINONS Stephen, namely that hrıst also ulffers and 1e6Ss agaın
In the passıon of the Martyr. hıs lement however echoes In the
explıicıt chrıistological meanıng of martyrdom In these SCITHNONS Iso
absent 1S the antı-donatist emphasıs that ere are MartyrSs outsıde
the Church Donatısts apparently dısappeared out of Augustine s
Augustine however remaıns prayıng for and rest wıthın the
Church

209 ö | baptızatus est, sanctıfıcatus est, uUunctius estT, Imposıta el
Sermo 374 38, 144
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Meanwhiıle it 15 clear that the of Stephen ave be
S1Tuate: ın the 1T‘ per10d of the evolution of Augustine s marty-
rology Augustine aCCEDIS healıngs in 1ppO, preaches miıracles that
appene al the memor1ıae tephanı of Ancona and Uzalıs He

aVe problems ıth revelatıons in dreams and VIS1ONS. Uugus-
tine however ıll neglect the christocentric focus.

concerned pastor CIMNECT SCS Ouf of the SCITILNONS Stephen
Augustine W as in the 1IrSsS place concerned regardıng the cult and the
eology. He wante: prevent that the veneratıon of replace
the veneratıon of hrıst The veneratıon of always has be
ı1rectfe: hrıst Chrıistology 15 al the COIC of Augustine s martyrol-
OSY Augustine s second COMNCECEIN 15 moral and pastora. from nature
Martyrdom 15 not somethıng of the past Ihe inner struggle agaınst
temptations 1S martyrdom for CVCIY behever nowadays. Augustine
emphasızes that WEIC ordınary people hat 1S why ıt 15 DOS-
S1 to imıtate them hat 1S also why aAIc able forg1ve OUT CNC-
mies. Stephen dıd thıs, and also able do ıt Moreover, hrıs
alsSoOo dıd thıs in Hıs human form Augustine probably eNVISsSages the
armonYy ın the Church Because of that, Augustine constantly repeats
that Stephen prayed for h1ıs enemıles.

Anthony DUPONT


