
AMBROSE, PAUL AND EXPOSITIO PSALMI CXVII
Genera ii‘oduction

Stimulated Dy the Arıan CONLFTOVEISY explaın the Chrıst’'s
relatıon the Father, wrıters of the Oou CeNTLUrY urne quıte atu-
rally Paul whose language about hrıst and whose Vv1is1on of hrıs
COU clarıfy and solıdıfy the meanınz and the truth of the Christ’'s
sonshıp. hat 15 NOTt WdYy of sayıng that Paul W ds prevıo0ously NCSH-
lected, 11OT 15 ıt suggestion hat the PTOCCSS Was straı1ıghtforward.
Rather ıt that, by the time of Ambrose, SOINEC from
Paul’s etters had become maınstays of the Chrıistian eachıng Oou
hrıst It INAaYy also describe somethıng of the PTIOCCSS of Ambrose of
1lan who, commenting psalm 118, recognized Paul’s emphasıs

Jesus Christ! A4aSs capable of establıshıng Christ’s place in the hearts
and mınds of hıs lısteners and readers In dynamıc and posıtıve WaAY
NoO merely polemical document, hıs arYy sought 1{6 foster
hrıstıan ıfe and doctrine together Dy showıng how Chrıstian actıon
and hought OUnN! eIr culmınatıon In hrıst hus Ambrose SayS

first ıng that mMust do 15 exerc1ıse ourselves in the
fare of ıfe and mend OUT Ways When ave set ourselves the
Mg COUTSC that the correction of C1I11OT and the of purıty dIic

attaıned, then COINEC in the PIODCI order and WaY the
acquısıtion of known doctrine. orals fırst and then mysterI1es. It 1S
the Samle wıth the holy Church the world egınnınz che W as

betrothed in paradıse, then prefigured In the fl00d, proclaımed in the
LaW, and called through the prophets. She has long awaıted the
redemption of INall, the of the Gospel and the comıng of the
beloved TOM morals she proceeds mysterles. 392

few cıtations irom Paul combıne for glımpse of Ambrose’s
IN of Paul WAaYy po1n 18 and stimulate hıs hearers apprecılate

For example, In Col f  \O .. hım all fullness W as pleased dwell ”: Col
.. hom hıdden al] the iTreasures of wısdom and knowledge ”; Eph 10 °that
he might fill all thıngs”.

Exp Ps CXVILL 19 prımum CISO exercenda est ultae mılıtıa, corrıgendiı
(AF haec instiıtuerımus ad CUTSUMM debiıtum, ut Sıt Ooffens10nN1s correct10, DUur1-

tatıs gratia, {unc ad studıa percıpıendae COgN1t10N1S uen1amus SUuUOo ordıne u13a prıma
1g1tur SuUunt moralıa, secunda mystica. ıta CISO el sancta ecclesı1a, UJUaC in prıimord1s
mundı desponsata in paradıso, praefigurata In dıluu10, adnuntıata PCI egem, uOCalta
PCI prophetas c1u redemptionem homınum., euangelı decorem, dılect1 eXpeclassetl
aduentum. el moralıbus uenıt ad mystıca
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Christ’s role in theır lıves. Ihus, he affırms that the end fulfillment
of the law 185 Christ® and the fulfiıllmen: of the law 18 love,* hereby seft-
tiıng the goal for Christian Commenting the VE fırst
of the psalm, Ambrose wrıtes Ou the eman: of ıdelıty in turnıng
eagerly OWATI' hrıst

“Who 15 undefiled (immaculatus)”? ertaınly nOoTt ONEC who walks in
ALLYy WAaYy whatever, but rather ONC who wa in Christ Whoever
Wa in thıs WaYy 11l noTt stray’ provıde however that he SOCS
back from thıs WaY Ihe Law 1S the WaVY, and therefore, long he
15 undefiled, he must walk In the law of the Lord He should not
walıt, rather he cshould keep g01Ng Forgetting what hıes behind and

for what 15 before hım 13} he cshould h1Is des-
tinatıon. He cshould make spee hıs prıze and exert hımself
earnestly the end, for the end of the law 15 Chrıst |Rom 10:4]
ere aAaIic INanYy who wısh walk in the WadY, but nOoTt the end The
Jews do NOTL walk the end, because they do NOTL alk d far d

Chrıst The Manıchean, who agaınst the Law, O€es NOT alk in
the WdYy But ITru: al walks there, for it aCCEeDIS the Law and under-
stands the ullness of the Law |Rom 101.°
Ihree further SX complement OMNC another eIr descr1iption

of the dynamıc PTOCCSS 3 christian 15 {Oo be commıtted “l Aave
fought the g00d fight, Aave finıshed the COUFSE, Ave kept the faith;,

22,6In the future there 18 laid for the of righteousness 0-

getting hat lies hehind Dut straining forward hat lies ahead,”!' “I

Rom 10 Finis nım leg1s est Christus. Quotations allusıons Can be found
al ExXp Ps CXVILL 1, 8} 29 36; 5, 2 C} S, 16; 12 45.4 7 4 E 1 E 87 16, 36; 18, 37:
20,

KRom 13 10 plenitudo Nım leg1s Carıtas est. Exp Ps CXVIILL 1, 8} I 20; 16, 44;
1 51 2 E} 56

Exp Ps CXVILL Sed qu1s est inmaculatus? 1ON ut1que quı In YUACUMIYUC ula
ambulat, sed quı In SIO ambulat 1pse nNnım dıxıt COO SUl u1a. in hac ula quı
ambulat, 11AICc 1910)81 nouılt, S1 tamen ab hac u1a NUIMMY Ua recedat. est ef u1a Jex. el
1deo, dum inmaculatus est, In Jege domiını ambulat: TiIGCE ambulare In u1a hac desınat,

inmaculatus SSC desıstat NON echne In dexteram auft laeuam, 1910)81 tıtubet, NOMN

resistat, ON ctel, sed ambulet superl1ora obliuiscens [Phıl 3:134 el QUAC SUnNtT
prıora ad destinatum ad brauimum festinet, contendat qu ad
finem; finis nım [eQ21s est Christus |Rom 0:41| multı uolunt ambulare in u1a, sed
ON qu ad finem. 1910)8! ambulant Iludae1ı qu' ad finem, quı 1910)8! qu ad Christum
ambulant, 1910)8| ambulat Manıcheus in ula, quı legem refutat, sed ambulat ucCIa fıdes,
UJUAC ei legem susc1ıpıt ef plenıtudınem leg1s |Rom 3:10 agnoscıt.

1ım Ar  ©O certaul, CUTSUM CONSUMMAUL; reposıita est mıihL COTONd

Iustitiae. One part another of ese VCISCS 15 found al Exp Ps CXVILL 3, är 4, Zı
5’ 26; 6, 30; Tö 3: I2ı z 41; 2 C 71

hıl 3°1  e obliuiscentes super10ra et GUAE posteri0ora SUnNnft adpetentes. Exp
Prs CXVIIL 1’ 8, 2! 11 47 2 E 57 28 15:25
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drıve body and fraın 1t.© Chrıstian 15 gulded Dy the imıtatıon
of Paul insofar he imıtates hrıst (} Cor 104 cf. Cor 16), the
Word of G0od ‘Daıuly readıng should be OUuT practice that m1g
mediıtate and mıtate hat read  ”9 aYy and nıght cshould
traın, speak, in the gymnasıum of the eavenly Scriptures We
mMust not fiıght lıke people who do NOoL know hat the 1g 15 about
lıke people beatıng the aIlr.  .”1() hrıst and the imıtatıon of hrıs 1S
Ambrose’s prımary fOocus In hat m1g be the result of kınd of
lectio dıvına wıthın that communıty. Paul’s words help hım i1Culate
that INCSSaSC in orceful, energetic terms Commenting psalm 118,
131 (“I opened mouth and pante  ’ Ambrose ShOws how Paul
ea| along the WaYy hrıst He SayY>S

You mMust understand what the °‘mouth‘’ 1s It YOUI eart OT

inner disposıtıion. The soul has mouth, the soul has members. Open
thıs mouth nOof only Chrıst but also the 1scıple of Christ, who
offered hıs mouth T1S5 be filled He SayS ° OQur mouth 15 OPCH

YOU, Corinthians; OUT he.  z 1S wıde open. ” He 15 advısıng be
imıtators of hım, Just he 15 of T1IS He who 15 hoher than they
opened hıs mouth Christ; they who arec lower than he opened theır
mouth the Apostle.*‘
hıs 111 explore Ambrose’s arYy psalm I1S.

seekıng descr1ibe who Paul Was for Ambrose and identify the
role that Paul (hıs experlence, words, and thoughts) played in that
cCcommentary. Sınce it 1S work which W as wrıtten ate in Ambrose’s
life,!* ıt cshould provıde g0o0d example of Ambrose’s mature
hought hereın might ONEC rıghtly CXDECL fınd Ambrose ulLY ıIn
ontrol of h1s rhetorıcal, theologıcal and pastora. skills Ambrose’s

Cor G  I castıgat COFDUS UUM. Exp Ps CXVIILL 77 32; }1. 1 17 28; 19,
19; 2 E

Exp Ps CXVILL 12 Sıt nobıs ersgo cotidiana lectio DFO exercıtlo, ul GQUAE
le21mus meditemur IMItarL.

Exp Ps CXVILL 1 9 sıt nobıs tofa dıe nOocte exercıtıı USUusSs In quadam CacCc-

estium scrıpturarum palaestra. nıtamur NON ut in incertum NeC ul caedentes R
Cor 9:26]

11 Exp Prs CXVIILL I' Intellege CISO quı1d S1t, utrum COT inter10r1ıs
hominıs habıtus. habet anıma QJUAaC habet membra. hoc aper1 19(0)  —; solum Chrısto,
sed et1am Christı dıscıpulo, quı UUM Christo inplendum praebuilt el deo dıcıt.
nOsStIrum ad UOS, Corinthit, COr nostrum dılatatum est Cor 1deo 1m1-
atores 1910 SU1 SSC debere admonet, sıcut ıpse Christı est 11 Cor V quı sanctıor
esL, Chrıisto aperlat SUUM, quı infer10T, Apostolo.

Perhaps between May 305 and February 306 See Pızzolato, ‘ Ambrog10
Paolıno dı Nola PCTI una pDIU prec1sa datazıone Exposıtio psalmı CXVILL dı

Ambrogı10, ” Polyanthema. Studi dı letteratura erıistiana Aantıca offert1 Salvatore
Costanza, Messına 089 (Studı1 tardoantıchı 333345
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Commentary psalm 118 15 nearly 20,000 words, that 1S, Tee
times d long AdS the commentarıes of Hılary and of Augustine the
Sallle Scriptural text 13

Expositio psalmi CXVII

ome agments of Prev10us cCommenarIıes of psalm 118 Tom
rıgen, Eusebio of Caesarea, Dıdımus of Alexandrıa, pollınarıus of
Laodocea) known us 14 The ary of Hılary of Poiutiers
has een handed OoOWn intact. ! Ambrose’s Expositio psalmı CXVIILL
W as delıvered orally, VeCT per10 of several months, and wriıtten
OoOWN only later.!6© The uUuse of psalm 118 in the lıturgy al thıs time
ADPCAIS conjectural. *’ However, the lıturgy W ds “le heu de la chrıs-
ologı!  29 (L Chauvet)® and that had be the orıgınal CONTexXT for
these SCITHNONS

Ambrose’s Ntary W as nNnoTt only longer than other COIMNN-
mentarıes thıs psalm in thıs per10 In the West, but it Was NOot
Composed dS part of arger of psalm cCommentarıes almost
d ıf he had sıngled ıt Ouft deserving of specı1al treatment hat fact
0O€es suggest that Ambrose had partıcular I1ICAasSon for choosing fo
COomMMEenT thıs psalm

For Ambrose COMMEeNT psalm 1C W as fully ocused
the Law,”? showıng how 1t revealed Jesus Christ, INaYy ave een

project that Was partıcularly sıgnıfıcant for the well-educated people
of Mılan, fact IC Augustine surely bears witness 20 hat fact

Hıllary’s Commentary 1S about words;: Augustine’s Commentary 18 Just
OVCI words.

Devreesse, Les ancılens COMMENLateurs SICCS des Psaumes (Studı Test1
264), Cttä de]l Vatıcano: Bıblıoteca apostolıca vatıcana 1970; Rondeau, Les
Commentaires patrıst1ques du Psautier *]]le-Ve sıecles, (Orıjentalıa Chrıstiana
Analecta 219), ome ont. Instıtutum Studiorum Orientalıum 1982

SEL 22r
On the oral basıs of Ambrose’s work In general, SCC the recent OVEerVIeEW by

orettl, Non harundo sed calamus: Aspetti letterarı della “Explanatio psalmorum
dı AmbrogIio. Miılano: Edızıon1 Universitarıe dı Lettere Economila Dırıtto, 2000,

29
Pızzolato, E.xposıitio Psalmı CAÄVIUII, Introduziıone D 9-51), Sanctı

Ambros1ı1 Ep1ScCop1 Mediolanensis ÖOpera Omnı1a SAEMO) 9-10, 1lano Cittä
Nuova 1987, 21 where he lıturgıcal and monastıc connectlons.

adec, Le Christ de Saıint Augustin, Parıs Desclee, 2001,
Note that study of al the Varıo0us shades of meanıng of “ law  27 in thıs COM-

1S stil] needed
Conf. V, 1 C 24:; VI, 49 67 VI, 3 Cr Pızzolato, Exposiıitio,
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cshould nNOTt be allowed 18 obscure the of Ianı y er people
of varıed background, but the WaY that Ambrose personalızes hıs
MCSSALC, whether Dy 1rec ddress in extiende: examples, those
who MaYy ave een people ın leadershıp roles WOU make all the
INOTC ıf such people WCCIC h1is listeners.*! For such
CSse,; meditation the law WOU ave een al] the LNOTC pertinent
insofar it transcended the legalıstıc ONnTtfexT of aıly 1ıfe and
eached OWATIT! hrıst

It 1s al eas clear that thıs Commentary 18 1a(011 prımarıly polem-
1Cal, SV though posıt1ons of Jews, Manıchees, Sabelhans
and Apolinarıans noted Ambrose 15 LLLOTC concerned ıth moOovıng
hıs lısteners (or readers) chrıst-lIıke lıviıng than ıth theoretical
exposıtiıon of the meanıng of the texTt OT ıth the IN of psalm 118 18
further merely eccles1i1astıcal PUTDOSCS.

Hence, thıs cCommenta: 1S constantly concerned ıth the PCI-
fection of love OoOUun: 1ın Jesus Chrıst, ıth the ySterYy that hes
behind the moral INCSSaSC, completing ıt, and ıth how rıng Oou
truly 1stıan actıon and meditatiıon One CO CVECN Sa Yy that hıs
Commentary seeks integrate the chrıstian ıth the human, the SCC-

ular ıth the sacred.?? Such proJect COUuU NOL be 1ımıted {O the ell-
educated who heard read ıt

hıs psalm of 176 VEISCS W as ocused in partıcular WaYy
the law Not unlıke hıs predecessors, Ambrose W as interested in the
relatıonshıp lex-  YTLSTUS and, especılally, ıth the DASSAaLC from the
Law LO Christ.“ Ambrose Was also fascınated Dy the meanıngs of the
indıvıdual etters of the Hebrew alphabet interest that all SOONMN

wane,“ A ell by the unıty of the e1g VEeISCS that ollowe each
letter. ese aCcts and the placement of thıs psalm al the Center of the
psalter (as he Sa 1t) allowed hım, irom the eginnıng, tOo hıghlıght ıfs
perfect splendor.“ Ihus, the e1g VEeISCS In each of the parts pom

the ySTeTY of the Resurrection.*®
IThe complex, elliptical,“/ SCVCMN digressıve style of thıs COIMNN-

MEeCNLAarY depends less who m1g ave een hıs audıence than

dee, fOor example, Exp Ps CXVILL the examples of soldıers and theır general in
5’ the “tu ımperator ” of S, 41, the inclusıon of presbyter and ePLSCO-

DUS ın S 15
Pızzolato, Exposiıtio, J5
Pızzolato, Exposiıtio, 16

( Pızzolato, Exposiıtio, : Ambrose nOotes sımılar Iructiure In [WO er
psalms: 110 and H

Tol perfect! splendorıs.
rol

Nauroy, “La TUCLUre  7 21927271
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pedagogıca choice that Ambrose made. In hıs bring the
Chrıistian MCSSALC 1{8 people wh WEeITIC capable of understandıng and
who mMust ave een interested In etfaıle: analysıs, Ambrose chose

dısplay all hıs rhetorical Hıs partıcular WaYy of o1Ing that has,
In recent YCAaIS, een escCT1DE AdS manıerıism (“manıerisme ”). Herve
Savon explaıns manıer1sm ASs WaY fo the dıstance between
bıblıcal words and cContemporary culture: ..  cet artıfıce repond
besoıin J1en reei celuı une cCOomMmmuUuUnaute quı do1it viıvre quotidien-
nement de texifes Sacrees d’un passe loıntaın el une cıvılısa-
t1on etrangere. [le melange des evıen le de rendre
sens1ıble le paradoxe du INCSSaLC transmettre.  29228 It Was thus WaY

uUuse contradıctions in words meanıngs be resolved by
heeping number of Scriptural9en OIMC after the 0)  er.
thus allowıng 11ICc  S meanıng bring delıght oOSse lısten1ng. Such
delectatio Was thus Ntiende! {O MOVC, not Dy merely ratıonal OgZ1C,
but by invıtıng the lısteners into dıfferent constellatıon of
meanıng.

In thıs Commentary psalm 118, the relatıonshıp of Old les-
tament i1gures (Abraham, Isaac, aCcCo avı e16:) hrıs PTO-
vides sıgnıfıcan insıghts into the WaY that Ambrose fınds hrıst
wıthın the Hebrew Scriptures. He 11l speak of avı for example,

the irue aVl the ITUu: prophet“” indıicate that ıt 1S really
hrıs who 1S speakıng Such PTITOCCSS allowed Ambrose demon-
STITrate that Christian understandıng and w1ısdom Was already present
in the (Old JTestament, thus preceding the ‘Ww1sdom)’ of the ph1loso-
phers For Ambrose, phılosophy W ads derıved from and wed CVCIVY-
ıng 1DI1Ca wisdom. © hat perspective that Ambrose Sa
Paul’s INCSSaSC confırmatıon of hıs OW INCSSAaLC, and that chrıs-
t1ans WEeTIC beyond the moral INCSSaLC of the Scriptures
apprecı1ate, understand and lıve the ySterYy of Christ’'s Wwıtness and
of hıs passıon and ea| Paul helped Ambrose wıtness fo the

28 5avon, ' Manılerisme el allegorıe dans ”’oeuvre d’Ambroise de Mılan, ”
Revue des Ftudes Latınes 55 (1977) 203-221, 203 See also orettl, Non
harundo..., 13 11 who summMarızes SOTINC examples of Curtius, (Letter-
Ura EUFODEA Medio Evo latıno, Antonellı, ed., Firenze 1992, 03-334) .
OMI 1’abuso dı erte f1gure retoriche (1ıperbato, perıfrasl, annominatıio, metafora) l

PDCI C10 che sStranoO, arduo, Vvirtuosistico (procedimentI lıpogrammatıcı
grammatıcıl, Carmı g1guratl, logodaedalıa, asındeti1 9 versı rapportati, schem1
sommator1)

propheta: S, 53° Davıd 1 ' 49 21. 54 Never does Ambrose speak
of Paulus In thıs COMMENT

See Madec, Saıint Ambroise el la philosophie, Parıs: Etudes Augustiniennes
197/4, 93, 308 399
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dynamıc connection of Old Testament words and experiıences they
WEeIC brought fulfillment In Chrıst

In the Commentary psalm 145 Ambrose ll present that
dynamıc PTOCC5SS, not primarıly by exeges1s of the etters of Paul,
but Dy selecting and includıng SOIIC of Paul’s words (or experl1ences)

clarıfy and/or confırm the wıtness of the prophet aVl few,
chosen pomnt the lısteners (or readers) toward the dynamıc of
chrıistian lıvying: reachıng for the ySterYy of hrıst hat actıvıty W as

rıghtly actıvıty of the Church, and NOT merely ocused the indı1-
vidual christian: “When yOUu praYy, into YOUI LOOMN and PraYy
yYOUTr father in secref ıth the OOT cshut hat 1OOMNN of the church 15
the body of hrıst; hereın o0€es the kıng ead her Into the mMoOost PDIO-
found mysterI1es. 2931

Thus, Ambrose’s intention for thıs Commentary INa Yy be elated
in chrıstian lıyıng, whether Dy the indıvıdual Dy the

church.“%* hat 1S also hat he SaVYS, whether in the prologue ° Just 4S

lıttle children begıin by learnıng the alphabet, LOO, Dy So of
alphabet, MaYy learn the of MNg living.  2233 al the egınnıng of

“We ave already stated (n prologue that the OMNC hundred and
eıghteenth psalm sıgnif1es the of ONEC who, proficıent in
moral teachıng, has puL asıde the childıshness of unchallenged
mınd and assumed instead the owledge of dvanced counsel and

15 taken d the end ofthe ABC of ature prudence
au

ExD Ps CXVILL 19 16 autem CUu orabıs, intra ıIn cubiculum {[uum ei clauso
Ost10 OTa m tuum In abscondıito. cubiculum eccles1i1ae 19)  u est Chrigti; Intro-
duxıt Canl OX in omn1a inter10Tra myster1a.

Exp Ps CXVIILL F ere 1S doubt that here LOO “Steps” S1gN1fy the
of the Church of the soul (non est dubium SFTESSUS hıc QUOGQUE ecclesiae

uel anımae profectus significari).
rol QUCIN DCI sıngulas Hebraeorum dıgessıt lıtteras, ut, quemadmodum

paruulorum ingen1a Pr1Im1S lıtterarum elementis adsuescunt diıscendı uUSUum adsumere,
ita et1am NOS hulusmodiı element1s uUSum diıscamus uluendi.

EXD Ps CXVILL 2R psalmo autem 1Sto, hoc est centesıimo CLauo decımo,
profectum homiınıs dıxımus s1gnıficarı, quı doctrinae moralıs magıster11s erudıtus
deponeret inexercıtatae ment1is ınfantıam, adsumeret autem ueteranı consılı
sc1ent1am ei prudentiae seniılıs aetatem hıc CrgO est profectus, finıs ut culpae sıt

Exp Ps CXVILL 9, od’s kındness 15 not ordınary but always looks for
in dıscıplıne (non EFrSO honıtas sta uulgarıs est: sed QUAE SECHLDET discl-

plinae profectum); E: GE yYOUu ant make» then learn irom
the eIsSCcs that follow. “"Ihe revelatıon of YOUTr words o1Vves lıght and Q1Vves
understandıng lıttle ones’ |Ps 118, 30] (profectum quaeris 7 ASNOSCE A”ILS MEeTr-

SICULLS quıl SECCUNIUÜ: “ Manifestatio [UOTrUuM inlumınat el intellectum
dat paruulıs ”
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Progress, development toward the ullness of hrıst 15 Constant
In thıs arYy d moral strıving and mystıcal eanıngs

interlaced throughout the ary and, ou throughout
chrıistian ıfe Such depends heavıly the gılt of God, the
1USELLG Dei, whereby pardon of SIN 15 the prımary JOY of Chrıstian CON-

fessLO. Hence., V shortly after the texf from 2 Ambrose
cıtes Paul’s er Tıtus emphasıze that such strıving 1S the
result, NOTL of Justice m1g claım, but of

1808 Who Wäas aul for Ambrose?

rapı OVEerVIEW of the experlences of Paul and the qualıties in
Paul that Ambrose emphasızed 111 set the Stage for presentatıon of
the WdYy that sıgnıfıcant parts of Paul’s etiters WeIC integrated into
Ambrose’s INCSSaLC. As of the STOTY of Paul’s Conversıon the
road Damascus, he became the VasS electionis CIS L5): tıtle
sed in al eas paragraphs In thıs commentary.”

P  19 the ı1vınely chosen vessel, the doctor of the Gentiles, Says that
he 15 the least, unworthy hold the alllec of that offıce C he
raı hıgher than al the works he performed He claıms nothıng for
hımself, but ıimputes all the of God Surely thıs 15 beautıiful in

Just man. 7’56
“ Even the saınts In the shadow aASs long d they AIcC In thıs body
Ihey do NOL SCS perfectly, but ımperfectly Cor 13791 Ihey know
only in As Paul 5SaYy5, Our knowledge 15 ımperfect. He, the Instru-
ment Act 9:15] whose CYVCS TIS opened, whom he iılluminated
wıth hıs OW GVn he dıd nNnOoTt SCC face face, but only reflec-
t1on dS In glass. “

EXp Ps CXCLLL 37 } 6, A2e 1 C 41:;: 1 E 2 ‘ 20, 16:; 221e ‚al
FExp Ps CXVILI 2U: 16 Jle uas election1ıs dıuinae, Jle gentium doctor Inımum

SSC dıcıt, indıgnum 1US offıcıı nomıne quod SU1Ss oper1ıbus praeferebat nıhılque
<1bı adrogat, sed gratiae de1 deputat. hOcC utique decet lustum. 20.16 Est CISO
humıilıtas aborıis el Tatıgation1s, est ei humıilıtas ulrtutis proposıti, quam el In
secundıs eit prosper1s el In ot10 pOosıtus 1UStuUSs. nullo scıliıcet TaCctus labore, nul-
hus certamınıs dubilus euentu humılem omnıbus affectum exhıbet LIEC SUua extollere
studet, sed magıs mınuere operI1s SU1 pretium el merit1 SU1 gratiam. audı 1ustum
humılıantem CDO, Inquit, SUM INLMUS Apostolorum [ 1 Cor ESEA ille uas elec-
t10N1s dıuinae, iılle gentium doctor Inımum SSC dıcıt, indıgnum 1US officı
nomıne quod SuU1s per1ıbus praeferebat nıhılque s1bı adrogat, sed gratiae de1
deputat. hoc utique decet 1ustum.

EXD Ps CXVILIL 37 18 CTSO et1iam sanctı In umbra Sunt, quamdıu Sunt in
COTDOTE:! NON perfecte uldent, ON perfecte, sed parte COgNOSCUNL. 1pse Paulus alt

nım CO@NOSCIMUS 11 Cor 13:91: Ipse uas election1s, CUul Chrıstus oculos red-
dıdıt el sua inluminauit oratla, NON facıe ad facıem, sed PDCI speculum uıdebat.
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Chosen from the egınnıng (Exp Ps CXVILL 6, 329 he became
instrument of hıs cho1ice of the eacher of the gentiles Was

also s1gN of the choıice of the gentiles in e1r VELY flesh CVCNMN
statement about humanıty ıtself

The sınful flesh of Ian W as the property of the evil, but ONCEC

e11eve: in Chrıst, OUT flesh began be chosen vessel. You know
thıs from the apostle Paul who W das sent the Gentiles, for the Lord
Jesus saıd Ananıas: “GO, for he 15 chosen vessel. Rıghitly W as

the alle of hrıs invoked.  22738

| The eVil| WOUuU CeVCN ave nflated Paul wıth prıde What Paul do
mean ? Ihe OIMNC who Was made apostle 61011 Dy INan but by Jesus
Chrıst |T'he devıl] had VE nearly deceived hım, such that Paul
as. (10d take firom hım that ftorment of the flesh that humaıilı-
ated hım But the g00d Lord who wanted make Paul Dy

of hıs VE infırmıties, let hım SCC the ange] of Satan In thıs
WaYy God the eVvVi Dy hıs OW strategies.””
Paul’s experlıence of CONversiıon Was NOoTt always ocused

that 1C appene the road Damascus. Ihus, .ın PDPASSasc
from of hıs COommMmen(tTarYy, Ambrose inner change In
Paul, from cshame confidence:

It 1S the Salmllle wıth Paul |as wıth avıd|], whı OMNCEC saıld: “I ar
deserve the MNalllec apostle ” OÖr S but later sa1ı1d: there 15
COMNIC 110 1S the of Justice, 1C. the Lord, the rıghteous
udge, 111 g1ve me that Day: and nof only IN but all
those who ave longed for hıs ppearing. ” 2 Tım 4:8] Here, the
Apostle 15 confıdent; in the Prev10us place he OIC who 15 ST1
shamed Hıs later AdSSUTAalNlCcCcE neıther from 1OT Irom
insolence, but from the innocense of OMNEC whose cConsclence 0€Ss NnOTL

reproach hım and who asks for payment from the aster he serves.“®*®©0

ExXp Ps CXVILL 21 K} uUas d1abolı aATrO Tat homiınıs peccatorIs; sed
posteaquam in Christum credıdımus, aAIiQO NnOstra coepIit SSC uas electi0n1s. habes
de apostolo Paulo, quı ad gentes mM1SSUSs est, dıctum ad Ananıam domino lesu uade,
quon1am uas election1s mı1ıh1 est hOoc utique decet 1ustum.

Exp Ps CXVILL 3236 Inflare uolebat et Paulum. qUuCcm Paulum? iıllum utique
Apostolum NON ab homiıinıbus qu DCI homınem, sed DCI lesum Chrıstum Gal 13
el N deceperat, ıta ut stimulum arnıs 5SUac, quı humılıabat, rogaret auferrT1 12
Cor 12:7-8 sed Dbonus domiınus, quı Paulum infiırmıtatıbus uellet facere fortiorem,
adhıbuit el angelum satanae, ut SU1S dıabolus artıbus ulnceretur.

ExXp Ps CXVIILL 35 sıquıdem et1am Paulus, quı ante dıxerat 1479}  - UmM dienus
HOCAFI Apostolus [ 1 Cor 15:9% pOostea alt reposita est mıihrL COYONd Lustitiae, GQUUÜFN
reddet ıhıl dominus In Ila dıie, IUSEUS iudexX, AOonNn solum AuTte: miht, sed el ALSs qul
diligunt aduentum 1US$ Tım 4:81| Apostolus sıb1 pollıcetur, hıc autftem UCIC-
cundıus adhuc precaltur, quod utique 19(0)81 insolentis adrogantıae, sed innocentI1is est
conscılentlae, ab 1DSO CUul seruler1ıs petere mercedem137  AMBROSE, PAUL AND EXPOSITIO PSALM 118  Chosen from the beginning (Exp. Ps. cxviii 6, 32), he became an  instrument of grace. This choice of the teacher of the gentiles was  also a sign of the choice of the gentiles in their very flesh or even a  statement about humanity itself:  The sinful flesh of man was the property of the devil, but once we  believed in Christ, our flesh began to be a chosen vessel. You know  this from the apostle Paul who was sent to the Gentiles, for the Lord  Jesus said to Ananias: “Go, for he is my chosen vessel. Rightly was  the name of Christ invoked. ”8  [The devil] would even have inflated Paul with pride. What Paul do I  mean? The one who was made an apostle not by man but by Jesus  Christ. [The devil] had very nearly deceived him, such that Paul  asked God to take from him that torment of the flesh that so humili-  ated him. But the good Lord who wanted to make Paul stronger by  means of his very infirmities, let him see the angel of Satan. In this  way God overcame the devil by his own strategies.*?  Paul’s experience of conversion was not always focused on  that which happened on the road to Damascus. Thus, . in a passage  from sermon 3 of his commentary, Ambrose notes an inner change in  Paul, from shame to confidence:  It is the same with Paul [as with David], who once said: “I hardly  deserve the name apostle” [1 Cor 15:9] but later said: “ All there is to  come now is the crown of justice, which the Lord, the righteous  Judge, will give to me on that Day; and not only to me, but to all  those who have longed for his Appearing.” [2 Tim 4:8] Here, the  Apostle is confident; in the previous place he prays as one who is still  ashamed. His later assurance stems neither from arrogance nor from  insolence, but from the innocense of one whose conscience does not  reproach him and who asks for payment from the master he serves.“  38 \ Expu PSyicxvina210 41ı uas u diaboli.caro ‚erat hominis ‚peccatoris; ; sed  posteaquam in Christum credidimus, caro nostra coepit esse uas electionis, ut habes  de apostolo Paulo, qui ad gentes missus est, dictum ad Ananiam a domino Iesu: uade,  quoniam uas electionis mihi est. hoc utique decet iustum.  39 Exp. Ps. cxviii 3.36: Inflare uolebat et Paulum. quem Paulum? illum utique  Apostolum non ab hominibus neque per hominem, sed per Iesum Christum [Gal 1:1].  et paene deceperat, ita ut stimulum carnis suae, qui se humiliabat, rogaret auferri [2  Cor 12:7-8]. sed bonus dominus, qui Paulum infirmitatibus uellet facere fortiorem,  adhibuit ei angelum satanae, ut suis diabolus artibus uinceretur.  %0 Exp. Ps. cxviii 3,3: siquidem etiam Paulus, qui ante dixerat: non sum dignus  uocari Apostolus [1 Cor 15:9], postea ait: reposita est mihi corona iustitiae, quam  reddet mihi dominus in illa die, iustus iudex, non solum autem mihi, sed et his qui  diligunt aduentum eius [2 Tim 4:8]. et Apostolus sibi pollicetur, hic autem uere-  cundius adhuc precatur, quod utique non insolentis adrogantiae, sed innocentis est  conscientiae, ab ipso cui seruieris petere mercedem ...
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en, address the question of change, Ambrose 1l] UuUsSscC the COIMN-

paratıve when speakıng Ou Paul, addressing of
orowth of development In Paul’s experlıence. hıs PASSasc from the
eventh provıdes g00d of the dynamıc
toward greater charıty amılıar ambros1ian eme.

Let z  CD the example of the Apostle Paul, HNOW he weDptL for the SIN
of another, he hımself SaySs When YOU, in deep distress
and anguısh of mınd and in tears. ” 12 Cor 274 oug he W as

orieve the heart, he dıd NnOTLt wısh those whom he C be cast
down. So he “It W as NOTL sadden yYOUu but let yOUu know
how much INOTEC love ave fOor you 12 (‚Or Ul SCLALLS qQUAM
carıtatem CO INn UODLS abundantius| He wanted those who had
SONC astray and done be sad the pomnt of o1ng PCNANCC,
but NOTt beyond that the point of wretchedness (non ad
maestitiam profundiorem Rather he wanted the sadness of those he
corrected {u  z into JOYV for the OMNC who had COITECL That 1Ss why
he SayS “If have hurt YOU, who else COUuU g1ve JOVY but those
whom hurt !” Cor 22 So he chıides them that theır repentance
m1g iu  =] into salvatıon. He condemns them only in order bsolve
them He chuts them Ouft only recelve them back If he o€es
NOL al OMNCC forgıve ıt 18 only that he Call later seft them free. Paul
acted 1ıke thıs because d in the Law he knew the precept of
hım who Say>S °“ Faıntness takes hold of because of the Inners

»41who forsake yOUT law

Paul, Xpert in the EAwW.. interpreted that law spiritual.““ hat inter-
pretatıon transformed the Law into Gospel, CVCIN Augustine s
understandıng of the crıpture W as transformed when he heard
Ambrose’s posıition. Ambrose thus acte: Paul dıd when he opened

Exp Ps CXVIILL TI exemplum accıpe Apostolıcum. Paulus nNnım in peCccato
flebat alıeno, sıcut alt 1pse: Nd: multa trıhbulatione el an2ustia COFdLS ScCr1ps1i uobıs
DET multas lacrımas 12 Cor 2:4| el CAF Ipse contrıistaretur, ON 1DSOS YQUOS arguebat
COnNnfTrıstarı nolebat den1que addıdıt: NO  - Ul contristemuinl, sed Ul SCLALLS GUUAP Aarlı-

habeo In uUODLS abundantıus I2 Cor 2:4] contristarı Nım uolebat qu ad
paenıtentiam lapsos, 970)8! U ad maestiti1am profundiıorem, tantum ut eorum quı
arguebantur maestiti1a gaudıum fıeret arguent. unde alt Z nım CSO cContrısto UOS,
qULS est qul laetificet 1S1 qul contrıiıstatur 12 Cor 24018 argult ıtaque, ut
alleuet diuturniıtatem maestitliae, QUO paenıtentia fıeret iın alutem; damnat ut
absoluat, excludıt ut rec1plat, ON 1gnoscıt uft 1beret. 1deo talıs Paulus, quı bene per1-
{[USs In lege CoOgnouerat praeceptum dicentis: pusıllanımıtas detinult peccatorıbus
derelinquentibus egem t[uam

Rom e E  S lex spiırıtalıs Exp Prs CXVILL 3‚ 26; en 3F 79 ad% S, 13 1 20° 17,
2 E} l E 36; 21 1244 SCC Iso Eph and Heb Ar where it 18 question of the
penetratıng spırıtual SWOTd: EXp Ps CXVIILL 5’ 2 9 1 $ and 1 E 67 1 E} 35.39; 1 1
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hıs he  S the Corinthians; * he sought tretich the hearts of hıs 11s-
teners

“TO those who along the WaY lof YOUI commandments], the
Apostle SayS Be free, and do NOT harness yourselves wıth unbelhev-
ers  29 Speakıng of himself, he SayS the Corinthians: “We ave SPO-
ken frankly YOU, Corinthıians, OUT eart has een opened. ” Of
Solomon LOO ıt W ds sald: breadth of hıs he.  Z 15 as the shore of
the seqaz Notice the distinction: let the WaYy be NarTOowWweT (angustior),
let the he.  z be wıder (latıus that ıt Call SUupport the habıtatıon of
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit  ”»”44

Hence, Ambrose’s Paul 1S oldıer wh Mıghts agaınst spiırıtual DOW-
ers,” thlete that 0€Ss nNnOoTt o0ok back,“ but IUNS the 1ACC that he
might recelve the prıze the reward the of justice. “

* One who 15 award prıze has be spectator al the
also OMNC 15 crowned wıthout havıng taken in the cContest. G0od
allows us be tested INanı tiımes, for 1S only rıght he
award prizes faırly those who play theır in the contest and NnOL

those who sleep oOse whose ea fıt WE the of
flowers Must first be covered In dust Vıctory 15 the ornament nOoTt of
soft and pleasure-loving people, but of those who aAIc toughened Dy
hard to1l and ılıgent exerc1lse.

He should make spee h1s prıze and exert hımself earnestly the
end, for the end of the law 1S Chrıst. T here Man Y who wısh
alk in the WadY, but NOoT the end iIirue al Wa there, for ıt
aCCeDLS the Law and understands the ullness of the Law

4% Cor 6:1  — COr nOsStIrum dılatatum est. Exp Ps CXVIILL 4, 2 E} 6’ 31 12 13.50:
K

Exp Ps CXVIILL 4, P den1que currentibus u1lam domiını alt Apostolus: dıilata-
MINL el UOS el nolıte Iu2um ducere CUM InfıdellDus Cor 6:13-14] el de alt
nOstrum ad UOS, Corinthil, COr NOSIruUumM dilatatum est 12 Cor deo ef de
alomone dıcıtur: latıtudo cordıs 1US sıcut harena marıs. el u1lde dıstantiıam: ua sıt
angustior, COT latıus, ut patrıs el fılı spirıtus sanctı sustineat mansıonem.

Eph quoniam Aon est nobıs conluctatio aduersus CArnNnenm el sangulnem,
sed Aaduersus princCıpatus el potestates, aduersus mundı hu1us rectores tenebrarum
harum, aduersus spiritalia nequıitiae qUAE SUunft In caelestibus. ExXp Ps CXVILL 37 43
83 39.46.58; 1 E} 1 I4: 21:24: 16, L} 19, 77 20, 97 2%, O; 2 9 16

hıl 13 ambulet superl1ora oblıulscens el YJUaAC Sunt prıora ad
destinatum EXD Ps CXVIL 19 87 2, 1: 4, 2 D 57 28; 1 E 3

See Lım A  OO (see notfe CorA (see note 'Tım D (Exp Ps
CXVILL F 30; S, hes 210 (Exp Ps CXVILL | 10)

Exp Ps CXVILL 18, quı uult dare praem1um, spectare cCertamen, quıa
NECINO sıne certamıne COTroNatur T1ım 2254 siınıt CISgO 1NOSs P temptarlı, uolens
juste praem1a dare luctantı ut1que, 810)8! dormienti. 19(0)  ; eCce! redimıtos florıbus
COTONA, sed puluerulentos NC molles delic1ıus, sed labore exercıtatos ornat ulctorla.
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Paul, whose Conversatıon transcends the present;” interprets
the Scriptures In WaY that ea Chrıist hus o€es Ambrose speak
of rushıng impatıently ad perfectiora (Exp Ps CXVIIL S I:3) and of
earnıngz seek hrıs from ose who hold hım passıonately (ExpD
Ps CXVILL 78 36) Even the experlence of miısfortune ecalls the glory
that waıts for W hoever opes for better thıngs COMEC 18 nOoTt
broken bDy atters of lesser CONSCQqUENCE.  »”50 Liıkewıse, the DASSasıc
from miılk SO food 15 amılıar image In all of Ambrose’s wrIıt-
ings. “ Under the eachıng of the Apostle, the Corinthians Improved
So much that they, prev1ıo0usly only able for chıldren mıiılk, ater

2951abounded all the riches of w1ısdom and understandıng.
hrıst for Ambrose 1S NO Just culmınatıon of the LawW, but of

everythıng. Hence, the that speak of hrıst aSs ° omn1a el in
omnibus  »”52 ASs the OMNC who ‘“ ımplet omnia  2»”53 ın whom ‘ omnı1a
constet  7734 all amplıry the basıc thrust of Ambrose’s interest in MOVINg
hıs hearers OWAT! Chriıst, the ullness of love and the end of the law

What W as Paul’s role In the Exposıtio psalmı CXVI1?

Ambrose’s uUusec of New Testament EXTIS 1S certamly NOT 1imıted
those from Paul, NOT 0€Ss the number of cıtatiıons from Paul’s let-

ters outnumber oOse from other New Testament eXTiIs But Paul plays
sıgnıfıcant part In Ambrose’s exeges1s of psalm 118 Is ıt poss1ıble
provıde descrıiption of the role that Ambrose o1VvESs Paul in hıs

Com  aTrY psalm 118° ahn has wrıtten that Ambrose 0€es

EXp Ps CXVILL 1 ad braumum estinet, contendat qUu' ad finem: finis nım le21s
est CHhristus |Rom 0:4] multı uolunt ambulare In ula, sed NON qu ad finem.
ambulat ueTa fıdes, UJUaAC ef legem suscıpıt eit plenıtudinem legı1s |Rom 13:410
agnoscıt.

Phıl 37  > NOSIra Conuersatio INn caelıis est. Exp Ps CXVILI 37 31 6’ 33°
S, 18: 9, 1 1 C} 1 1 C}

Exp Ps CXVULIL O Nan ets1 ılla accıderınt, tamen graula SSC 19(0)8! possunt
dicent1: eXLSELMO nım quod indıgnae ınt DASSLONES AuLusS €emporI1s ad futuram 2L0-
1am ı RKom 18] qU1SQU1S Nnım mehlıora Ssperal, NUMY Ua leu1orıbus Irangıtur.

Exp Ps CXVIULL 27 In tantum doctrina Apostolı corıinthı profecerunt, ut, quı
nte NON n1s1ı sıcut paruulı lac solum bıbere | 1 Cor S:2% postea In omnıbus
diuit1us abundarent cCognıt1on1s ef uverbi:; cfl. LOO, EXpD Prs CXVILL 1 % Z quod eu1lden-
t1us expressıt Esalas dicens: trıbulatıonem UD trıbulatıonem expectla, SPCIN UD
SPCIM ad perlactatos et AaDdUuCTIOS ab uberıibus loquebatur, hoc est ad COS quı prıma
infantıae alımenta transıssent C1bo 1am habıles fortior1 | Heb 12.14

See Cor 12:6: I5228: Col 3014 EXp Ps CXVIILL $ 20; l E 1 1 ‚$ A
See Eph ExXp Ps CXVILL I, 9: 19,
See col 1:  —- Exp Ps CXVIIL 3’ 2 E 19, 41, 20, 2 216
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LLOTIC than cıte Paul; he 4S Paul thinks.° hat COU suggest
that l 18 artıculate Paul’s role ıIn succınct WaYy 15 somethıng hlıke
tryıng seit lımıt the SC  S However, SOMNC conclusıons Can be
attempted.

Ambrose refers Paul Dy anlec (Oor Saul In ExXpD Ps CXVIULL
A 6) the Apostle, term that o0€es 19{011 exclude ıts Usc for er
apostles. Hıs description of the lıturgy of the Word In ı1lan iıdentifies
the place for readıng from the Apostle ° Hırst the Prophet 15 read then
the Apostle, and finally the Gospel.  2756 Just the organızatıon of the
1turgy of the Word passed from prophet apostle hrıst, 0€Ss
the role of the apostle Paul hold together d glue Ambrose’s
efforts unıte the uman experlence he 1N! In Davıd’s words ıth
the daıly ideals he from the ıfe of hrıst Paul o0€es al

ave specıfic role ın facılıtatıng the PASSasc from shadow real-
ıty, from the human the dıvıne, from hat 1S incomplete imper-
fect the all, the ullness the perfection of hrıst

°“ chosen instrument ” CIS 135) Paul’s experiıence and hıs
words ATU stimulus chrıstian Conversıon because they ıdentify
the role that Chriıst had in Paul’s lıfe, ringıng hım CONvers1on
and continually enhancıng that CONnversı1ıon. Lıkewiıse, Paul’s words

the lıfe and PCISON of Jesus Chrıst nformed Ambrose’s reflec-
tıon, provıdıng dynamıiıc thrust the imıtatıon of Chrıst, the en of
the Law (Rom 10:4) and the ullness of wısdom and knowledge.?’
What 1S sıgnıficant, however, 1S NOL Just the fact that Chrıst 1S the
g0oal of Ambrose’s exeges1s of psalm 118; ıt 15 hat thıs paulıne
emphasıs "Says’ Ou h1is lısteners and hOow he m1g ave expecte
them benefit from thıs exalted definıtiıon of hrıst, already PICS-
ent In Davıd’s words. Yet. throughout thıs COMMEeNLTATY, Paul 15
praısed for hıs minISstry Justice and for the of Justice that he
rece1ved. For mbrose, Paul’s minıstry and EeXperneNCce ATiIC ocused

Justice.
What 15 the of g10TYy ıf NOTL the Church, who CITIOWINIS hrıs her
ea What but the church 15 the JOY of al] the earth?AMBROSE, PAUL AND EXPOSITIO PSALM 118  141  more than cite Paul; he thinks as Paul thinks.°® That could suggest  that to try to articulate Paul’s role in a succinct way is something like  trying to set a limit to the sea. However, some conclusions can be  attempted.  Ambrose refers to Paul by name (or to Saul in Exp. Ps. cxvili  14, 6) or as the Apostle, a term that does not exclude its use for other  apostles. His description of the liturgy of the Word in Milan identifies  the place for reading from the Apostle: ‘“First the Prophet is read then  the Apostle, and finally the Gospel.”>° Just as the organization of the  liturgy of the Word passed from prophet to apostle to Christ, so does  the role of the apostle Paul hold together — as glue — Ambrose’s  efforts to unite the human experience he finds in David’s words with  the daily ideals he proposes from the life of Christ. Paul does appear  to have a specific role in facilitating the passage from shadow to real-  ity, from the human to the divine, from what is incomplete or imper-  fect to the all, the fullness or the perfection of Christ.  A “chosen instrument” (Acts 9:15) Paul’s experience and his  words are a stimulus to christian conversion because they identify  the role that Christ had in Paul’s life, bringing him to conversion  and continually enhancing that conversion. Likewise, Paul’s words  on the life and person of Jesus Christ informed Ambrose’s reflec-  tion, providing a dynamic thrust to the imitation of Christ, the end of  the Law (Rom 10:4) and the fullness of wisdom and knowledge.”  What is significant, however, is not just the fact that Christ is the  goal of Ambrose’s exegesis of psalm 118; it is what this pauline  emphasis ‘says’ about his listeners and how he might have expected  them to benefit from this exalted definition of Christ, already pres-  ent in David’s words. Yet, throughout this commentary, Paul is  praised for his ministry to justice and for the crown of justice that he  received. For Ambrose, Paul’s ministry and experience are focused  on justice.  What is the crown of glory if not the Church, who crowns Christ her  head? What but the church is the joy of all the earth? ... Christ is  not sought within this world, for he desired his own disciples to be  above the world. What is the diadem with which Christ is crowned  unless it is the crown of glory? Joseph had the crown of chastity,  Paul of justice, Peterl of faith. There are crowns for every single  5 V, Hahn, Das wahre Gesetz. Eine Untersuchung der Auffassung des Ambro-  sius von Mailand vom Verhältnis der beiden Testamente, Münster in W. 1969, p. 514.  » Exp. Ps. cxviii 17, 10: prius propheta legatur et Apostolus et sic euangelium  24 Col2:3 :is.cited orvalluded to in several places: Exp: Ps. cxWiit 15 16;2,  27.29:32512:4.Chrıst 1S
noTf sought wıthın thıs WOT. for he desired HIS OW dıscıples be
above the WOT What 15 the d1ı1adem wıth 16 Chrıst 1S crowned
unless ıt 1S the of glory Joseph had the of chastıty,
Paul of Justice, Peterl of an ere dIiC CTIOWIIS for CVEIY single

Das wahre (Gresetz. InNe Untersuchung der Auffassung des Ambro-
1US$ VO.  > Mailand VOorm Verhältnis der heiden Testamente, ünster in 1969, 514

Exp Ps CXVILL 1 E} Pr1us propheta egatur ei Apostolus el S1IC euangelıum
(Jal DA 15 cıted alluded in several places: ExXp Ps CXVILL L, 16; Z

21.29:32; }2:;
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virtue. But only Christ has the of glory, wıth 1C the
Church has crowned him.°®

Hence, ıt makes seek UNCOVETI the of Ambrose’s
understandıng of Justice both socı1al experlıence and theologıca
CategorgYy CVETIY bıt interesting ater elaboratıons 111 be.” Ihe
cıtatıon from Romans 10:4, hrıst 15 the end of the law, continues:
for the Justificatıon of all who ave faith ©0

““ No ONeC belongs Christ unless he 15 sStranger SIN: OIMNC

belongs Christ unless he sShows that he 15 hrıst's OW servant
Who then belongs (G0d ıf nOoTLt the PCISON who Can SaYyY “My COIN-

clence 0€es nNnOoTL reproach me  27 Cor 4:41°7 Thıs 15 what Paul, the
apostle of Jesus Christ Cor LT} COU Sa Yy because he W as INNO-
cent in hıs conduct toward however belong al OIMlC

mMoOoment (God and al the NEXTI sadness OT g0SSIP
But whoever has INa y asters cannot Sa y the ONe Master, x E
Jesus, yours. ” 1n it W as of those other asters that Paul
spoke when he sald: ° For althoug there ATC SO-Calle: gods, eıther
in heaven earth, for us there 15 only ONe God, the Father from
whom all thıngs ave theır eing; and for whom exist;: and there
15 OIMC Lord Jesus, through whom al] thıngs COMEC and hrough
whom exXxI1ist. ” (.OrTr 8:5-6] IThe apostle Paul elonge ulLYy
the Word Therefore he COu Sa y ” XO seek proo of T1IS who
speaks in me LZ Cor 153 That “I of Christ: and the
Lord eplied hım “ You AIC mıne. ” Because he COU truly Sa y
“I yours ” he hears from the Lord “ You AIiICcC mıne. ” W ds of
Paul that the Lord, speakıng Ananıas when he sent hım heal
Paul, sa1ld: “ You must because thıs INan 15 chosen instru-
ment. ” CIS 15] Because Paul continued steadfastly d> Chrıist’s
OW. successfully ıghting the g00d 1g he merıted the of
justice.®'

Kxp Prs CXVIILL 151 Quae est autem COTONA glorı1ae Nn1Is1 ecclesı1a, quUaC
SUUTI Christum coronat? QJUaC lucundıtas un1ıuersae erTrae Nn1s1 domus populı chrıs-
t1anı.,.. 1ON intra hunc mundum quaerıtur Chrıstus, quı 13100 mundum SUOS uoluıt SSC

dıscıpulos. QJUaC est COTOIlaA QuUua COronatur Chrıstus nısS1 COTOIA gloriae ? loseph OTO-
habuıt castıtatıs, Paulus Lustitiae, eITrus fıde1 sıngularum umırtutum COTOLLAC

SUNtT solus Christus habet COTONaIMM glorı1ae qua CUI eccles1a cCoronauıt. In hac
COTONA COTONAC sSunt, qula glorıa 1O  —; port10 Uun1us COTONAC, sed praem1um
Oomnıum esL.

See cGrath, Justitia Deı Cambrıdge Cambrıidge Universıity Press for
apprec1atıon of Justice beginnıng ıth Augustine. {Ihe YapD In the study of Justice

pr10r Augustine needs be fılled ın precıisely ıth study of Justice ın Ambrose
FInıs le21is est Christus ad ıustitiam MN credenti, cıted In Exp Ps CXVIILL

2 E} 1 ' 4 E 2 E
EXD Ps CXVIIL 1241 Non CISO est Christ1i nIısı quı est alıenus crımıne, 1ON

est Christi n1ıs1ı quı pOotest SCINDCI Christı seruulum demonstrare. qu1s CISO est de1
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Paul, the Just ONGC, ıll recelive the of Justice er havıng
fought the g00d fıght of understandıng that the law ea| (8 hrıs
and the reward of faıthfulness Chrıst the of Justice.
“In YOUFr Justice Q21ve life |Ps 118 40] The psalmıs dares
SaYy that lıfe 15 Irue when ıt 15 1ve accordıng the Justice of God
hat 15 hat the apostles lıved, rather, hat they live  2702 Justice,
for mbrose, 1S lıfe-g1ving, both in relatıon apostolıc choıice and
accordıng to Christ’s example In that ıt 1S OIlC of the vırtues,

WdYy lıve accordıng ne s reated nature; ° in another place
ıt 1S confesslL0, recognıze and alllec Justice, that
hus “ Jesus, the OMNC through whom all thıngs exIist and hrough
whom ex1ist.. Canlec that ..  OUr love m1g be formed in the
pa of vırtue... hen yYyOUu ıll ave progressed from confessing
the TU knowledge of Just and holy behavılor. ” ustice 15
alsSO that traıt in Chriıst that makes us the Justice of God, Paul
eaches

° 1 ısten what the Apostle saıd in today’s eadıng He dıed OMNCC

SIN  27 Rom 6:10] Christ dıed ONCC, for yOou the sınner; do noTt SIN
agaln after YOUI baptısm He died ONMNCEC for all in general and for each
OMNC in partıcular ONCC, noTt repeatedly. You AIC SIN, INan, therefore
the almıghty Father made hıs OW Christ c  SIN 2 Cor 521 He

n1ıs1ı quı potest dicere: nıhıl mihL CONSCIUS SUumMmM [ 1 Cor 4  A 1ideo dıcebatur Paulus
Apostolus lesu Christı [ 1 Cor H1 qula nullı alıı obnox1us tenebatur. CRO autem MNUNC

de1 me1 SUu N1UMNC tristitiae, NUNC lracundıae, NUMNC uerbı OH081. el ideo quı plures
dominos habet NON potest unı dicere: domine lesu, {[UUS Su unde arbıtror et1am de
hu1lus mundı domiınıs dixisse Paulum: AnNam etsi Unl qul dıcantur dı 1U€ In caelo 1uUEe
INn TFa; nobıs am NUS deus GUO OmMmnNn1La el NOSX In ıllum, el UNUS domınus
Iesus, Der QUEM OmMnNLAa el NOS DEr LDSUM (1 COr 8:5-6] uerbı 1g1ıtur eTrat posto-
lus Paulus. ideo dıcebat: quoniam experımentum quaerıtis 1US qul In loquitur
Christus Cor 3031 ılle CIZO dicebat: Chrıstı SUu ei respondebat e1 domiıinus:
INCUS quı e i dicıt ([UUS S u audıt domiıino: INCUS den1que de 1DSO domiınus
ad Ananıam, Cu mıiıtteret 6 ad sanandum Paulum, alt uade, quon1am uas elec-
10N1S |Act 15| est mıiıhı. ei qula perseuerault Christı CS5C, quası ımpleto certamıne
COTONAaAI merult inuenıre ıustitiae Tım 4: 7-81|

ExXp Ps CXVIIL P A In (ua lustitia ululfica audet ef dıcıt, quod ılla ueTa

SIf uıta JUaC uluılt secundum de1 Lustitiam, QqUamı uluebant Apostoli, 1immo QUam ul-
uunt

EXp Ps CXVILL 10, 15 ıbı Operatur, ıbi ostendıtur homo ad simılıtudınem
imagınem de1, ubı justitlae, ubı sapıentlae, ubı Omnı1s forma ulrtutis adsumıtur. See
1{078 Exp Ps CXVILL 10, 28 quı CISO 1ustus SS examıne lustitiae SUac credit, quıla de1
lusta ludıicıa sunt, ue| secundum Graecum, quıla 1udıcıa de1 SUNtT 1psa lustitla.

ExXp Ps CXVIILL 20.57 lesum, PCI QUCHN omn1a ef NOS pCT 1psum | 1 Cor 8:6]
uenıt, ut umlrtutis semıitIı1s nOster informaretur affectus, ut INOTUMmM mansuetudiınem
CONuersation1s 1US disceremus exemplo, uft aboleretur culpa DCI gratiam, ef {unc
uerıtatıs confessione ad cognıtionem lustitiae processistl.
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made hım INan, that he mıg ear OUT SINS. The Lord Jesus dıed
for who SIN ..  sSo that m1g become in hım the Justice of

12 (LOr S2116
For mbrose, therefore, the eachıng of Paul 15 INOTE than practical
WaYy call hıs people act rıghtly Wıth Paul he 1rım the
inabılıty of A (8 do anythıng ap from the of God (Exp Ps
CXVILL 19, 14) and the outlıne of theology of kenotic Justice
revealed In T1S and 1Vve' Dy those who belong the body of
TIS The ONEC who searches Ouft Justices 15 the ONMNC who
remaıns close G0od Apostle Say>S them “ Ol who WeTC far
off ave een brought close by the 00 hrıst. ” [Eph 131 The
00 of hrıs 15 OUT Justice. that 15 why he SayYS tO John ° Perm1

ulfıl! al] justice.  22066 Likewıise 1S Paul present implıcıtly In thıs fexi
where the Justice of (10d 1S intımately elated the kenos1ıs of Chrıist

The Just PCISON chooses be tested and 1S noTt afraıd of temptatıon.
For whoever has determined keep the Judgments of God does nOoTt
fear temptatıion. Where W das thıs decıded but in the heart? ere
should be rooted and ı1xe ırmly [Eph /: NOTL floatıng 1910)8
ried along by CVOCIY wınd of doctrine [Eph 4:14] Therefore, deep
wıthın OUT OW heart, OUT breast, UT OW deepest self decıde
that the prophetic word INaYy be gıven °the oughts of the Just
dIiIC paths In these pa) the Just PCISON walks securely and therefore
Say>S “Lest IN Lord, and InNe. Here LOO in accordance wıth hıs
OW avowal, he who had SWOTN and detemıined keep the judgments
of Justice, sayıng that he be putL the Iest because he
ei1eve: that he had submıt humiıhlatıon for the sake of Christ.®/

Exp Ps CXVIILL 18 42 Audıs quıd dixerıt hodıe Apostolus ” DeCCAaAlO, Inquıt,
OFTTUMUS est semel |Rom 10] seme!] t1bı peccatorIı MOTTUUS est Chrıistus; nolı ıterum
DECCAIC DOStL baptısmum. omnıbus In COTMMMMUNEC semel IMOTTUUS est el sıngulıs semel
morIıtur, NON Irequenter. CS, homo;: 1deo fecıt chrıstum SUUTN

omn1potens 12 Cor 522 H. homınem fecıt, quı peccalta nOstra portareLl. mıhı CTrZO
peCCAalLlo MOTTIUUS est domiıinus lesus, ul NOS In Ilo ECSSEINMUSN IustLtLa dei 2 Cor S:211
cf. Exp Ps CXVI111 6‚ Al

Exp Ps CXVIILL 20, 28 el 1deo 1ustit1as de1 quaerentibus dıcıt apostolus: uUOS quı
eratıs onge factı est1Is in sanguıne Christi Sangu1s Chrıstı lustitia est; den1ıque
1ıpse aıt ad ohannem sıne NOS ıimplere lustiti1am.

Exp Ps CXVIILL 1 Iustus CITZO probarı, temptarı NOMN timet; quı nNnım
tatuıt custodire 1udıcıa de1, 1ON timet temptationes. ubı tatuıt n1sı in corde‘” illıc
Nnım radıcatı el fundatı SSC debemus [|Eph K 19(0)91 fluıtantes qu mobiıiles Oomnı
uento doctrinae [Eph 4:14| Intus CI gO STatuamus ın corde nOSLTO, In pectore, In
anımo, ut f1at nobıs illud propheticum: cogıtatiıones lustorum semıiıtae. ın h1s semıiıt1is
bene ambulat Justus; deo dicıt proba I domiıne, ef tempta den1que hoc 10C0
auctoriıtatı respondens Suac, quı lurauerat eft statueraft custodıre 1udıcıa lustitiae de1,
probarı uoluisse dıcıt, quı humıiılıtatem subeundam crediıdıt SSC PTO Chriısto. See
LOO Exp Ps CXVIILL 1 ‘9 where humıilıty and Justice AaIic also interrelated: humıilıtas
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The paulıne eology of Ambrose ın thıs commentar forms
fundamental part of the overall INCSSaLC that Ambrose seeks

g1ve ın ese SCTIINONS Even though Ambrose has ıIn SOTINC WaY
reworked the orıgınal SCTINON\NS into sıngle work., the SUCCESSIVE
etters of the Hebrew alphabet ave contrıbuted varıously the
overall theme described al the begiınnıng of the ast SCITINOMN about
the of ONC who, already instructed in moral teachıng, has
puL asıde the childıshness of unchallenged mınd and assumed
nstead the owledge of advanced counsel and the ADC of mature
prudence (see ote 29) Paul has guided thıs PTOCC5S5S, invıtıng the
lısteners o apprecı1ate the ullness perfection oun In Christ, the
spırıtual qualıity of dedicatıon iın those who seek imıtate hım, and
the reward of that the of Justice. IThus, Ambrose
has spoken of the thlete ıIn spırıtual terms OB cshould csShow
the struggles that YOUTI Dody has een In, that yOoUu Can SaYyY
“{ ave fought the g00d 1g ave inıshe the Course.’ hen
the Judge of the spırıtual contestT, havıng SCCI1 the evıdence, 11l
award yOoUu the of Justice. For YOU ave fulfilled the law of
the combat. 2768

Conclusion

hıs has Oocused Paul and Ambrose HENGE, it has
eft 1LNOTC than few perspectives untouched Just hOow the mystıca.
interpretations of the Song of OoNgs m1g eed be into
thıs dıscussıon perhaps fOo the po1in of castıng shadow the
contrıbution that Paul made 18 Ambrose’s commenta has nNnOoTt
een tudiıed Siınce the Song of ongs 15 LNOTC pervasıve than dIcC

cıtations from Paul, such Oufcome 15 indeed possı1ıble. Oowever,
the PTOCCSS 1C begıns ıth fOCus Paul has had the advantage
of NOTt dealıng ırectly ıth the SiIructure of the COomMMeNn(tarYy, but
ıth SOMC of ıfs MoOSstT sıgnıfıcant themes in continue thıs PITOCCSS
by studyınz the relatıonshıp between Paul and the 5Song of oNgs 1S

CT SO, QuaC domıno est, plena lustitiae, plena est aequıtatıs, quıa NON exeunt mala de
OTC domiını. den1ıque quı humıiılıabatur domiıno dicebat: humıiılıatus SUu el saluum

fecıt,  27 and Exp Ps CXVIILL 20, sicut nNnım inıtı1um sapıentlae timor domin1, ple-
nıtudo autem sapıentiae dilecti0 lex nNnım sapıentia, plenıtudo leg1s dılectio0

ıta plenıtudo uerborum de1 sapıentia cognıtio0que justiti1ae.
EXp Prxs CXVIILL 20, 21 ostende ei cordıs tu1 certamına, uft dicas:

honum certaul, CUFTSUM CONSUMMAUL 12 Tım 4: 7| ef uldens spırıtalıs 1udex certamınıs
COTONam lustitiae decernat, quon1am egem agon1s implesti.
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lıkely UNCOVET er riches that m1g be missed Dy SOINC er
method No ou such study WOU ave DaYy attention {O
paulıne texti that 15 NOTt mentioned ıIn hat has een wrıtten above,
namely, Cor 15.°

an FITZGERALD (J)SA

“We AIC the of Christ for (G0d AmMOoNn£ those who being saved and
308 those who AI perıshıng. ” Exp Ps CXVILL 57 1 E 1 2 9 17


