
JHE BEGINNING EREMITICAL
ARCHITECTURE TUSCANY

In the ate en and eleven centuries the rnse of ndustry and
trade ell demographıc changes reated intensive COMMUNI-
catıon between Rome and the rest of continental Europe. Relig1i0us,
pohtical, socı1al and artıstıc 1deas TrTavele along establıshed routes and
efit astıng traces the they passed through. mong ese ideas
the easiest {O recogn1ıze ATIC the stylıstıc varıatıons in aste, best shown
in and archıtecture.*

The fırst ask 1S determıne Oose routes along IC i1deas
travelled and the ONMZ1INS of the 1ideas. Next, ONEC needs examıne the
extent that stylıstıc trends WEeIC transmuıtte ıth subsequent influence

0Ca tradıtions The OpIC, d reated here, 1S necessarıly 1mıted In
Dy cons1ıderations of We dIic ere concerned ıth partı-

cular aspect of changes in the forms and Currents C influenced the
styles of the archıtecture of rural churches datıng from the nın en
and eleven centurıies In Tuscany

One INaYy ofte that, 1ın general, the or1g1n of rural eccles1i1astıical
archıtecture In aly 1S ST1 largely Incog2nita. By WaYy of CON-

rastl, SOTNC ater archıtectura styles of monastıc orders AdIiIC ell-
documented. For example, NOW much about the archıtectural
styles of the Franciscan, the Cisterc1an, the Domuinıcan and other
orders al eCas startıng from the thırteenth CeENLUrYy But such
informatıon 1S avaılable Ou the earher style In archıtecture of OSse
hermiıtages that coalesced become the Augustinı1an er in ıts
present Lorm, 1rs In JTuscany ın 1244 and then INOTE wıdely in aly
and elsewhere In 1256

The Routes of Communication

The MOSLT ımportant artery1 connected aly ıth Ou
and Central Europe Was the Vıa Francigena Kuga Francigenda, NO
the Vıa C(’ASS1La also called Romea from the pılgrıms Oun for Rome
called Romet) Was IC ONEC of the princıpa routes inkıng Rome
and Northern Europe hrough the Alpıne PAaSSCS. IMaYy ave een part
of Etrusco-Roman road C HICE led through Rosıa, Pogg10 de]l

grateful the Reverend Karl Gersbach, OSA, Dırector of the Augusti-
nıan Hıstorical Institute al Vıllanova Universıty, for h1is helpful suggest10ns in COMPO-
SIng thıs artıcle
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LUCO. Davıgnano and Pıeve Scuola continumng In the aldelsa (See
Ilustration The ruined Roman rıdge of onte Pıa Car Rosıa,
immortalızed Dy ante, Was HCcE part of thıs road ! Wıth ıts dıverging
roads, such the Vıa Piedmontana bypassıng the Pontine marshes
and the Apıia Iraıana (Vıa Gravıne) hrough IC the Tribur-
tina Valeria COU be reached, the Francigena Was artery al times
far INOTIC ımportant han the Vıa DDLIA

TIhe Francıgena Came from the or hrough Alpıne
PaASSCS, the Val d’Aosta, Val d’Adıge and the de]l Jaro,a 15
connected O the Padana The road continued past Lunı, Lucca
and Chlantı In the aldelsa aICd, where much of thıs study 1S CONCEN-
trated, ıt eventually passed San G1im1gnano, Orgo d’Elsa, Sıena, and
Chlantı hrough ıts southeasterly COurse. .“ One branch of the Franctı-
SENA, the Volterrana Lollowıng the rver Elsa, passed Castel-Fioren-
t1no and Poggı1ıbonsı, following the SadIne lınes the IC6 exıisting
(’ASssSsıa Seriore and the (/ASS1a Adrıiana eventually Jomıng the Strada
Maremanna.

omewna less ımportant, but also serving DAaSss
along 1deas and ideals, WCIC the sea-routes from arse1ılle ouUg the
Ligurian Sea 18 (Genoa and outhern from Sıcıly V1ıa the er

the Rıpa Romeaga. The pılgrims, the Romel ad Ilimina Beatı Petri,
arrıved {tO the former mperı1al wh. the rıght bank of the 1ber, the
Rıpa Romead, iIrom where the toweriıng sılhouette af the (OJld Saılnt
Peter Was already visıble famılıar and welcome andmark The
Port of Ostı1a W das already sılted and eventually abandonned The
only road remaınıng W ads the Vıa Campana (later Vıa Portuense)
ar connected the Porto and the Eiternal Cıity the N  S In the
seventh CENLUY the ımportance of the Porto Was already dımınıshed.

longer functioned in full capacıty 1ie rver DOTTS assumed NC

ımportance.
ilgrıms iIrom the or and Iirom 0CCa WeTC clogging

s roads durıng the eCONOMIC FiInascımento begiınning ıth the
eıghth CENTUTrY. Before the {u  } of the mıllennı1ıum and the rea urban
eXpansıon, network of assıstance consıisting of large and Sma
pılgrımage churches, hospıitals, hospices, abbeys and monasterles had

Purgatorio, C'anto V, 133-136; EISINE Bıanchiı BANDINELLLIL, La Pıa
Dantesca (Sıena, SUAVLS LOcus Ile Sovicılle (Sıena, 160,
A

Veneros1 PESCIOLINI, “”ITracce della strada Franc1ıgena sulle pendicı Orlenta-
11 del Monte Magg10, ” Bolletino Senense dı Storıa Patrıa (1930) 437; RAC-
CHI II alcune antıche ell’Etruria settentrionale,  27 L’inverso: Rıvısta dell In-
stituto Geografico Maiılıtare (1930)
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een seft for the pılgrıms the WaY Rome. Many establıshments
offered spırıtual assıstance; SOTMNC exerc1ıised ecCOoNOMIC and polıtical
influence, such fortresses, fortified settiements and castles: whıiıle
hospices and hospitals offered corporeal assıstance. Around thıs time
SOTINC of the mushroomıing eremiıtıical communıtlies of Tuscany and
Umbrıa Jo1ıned In the Services offered Dy tradıtional establıshments
and delıvered wıde rangıng assıstance pılgrıms.
Architectural Influences

ong the pılgrımage routes, INanYy archıtectural influence PTIO-
lıferated, IC al east, In rural arcas, modern research has far eft
undetected Even oday INanYy of Italy’s en]Joyable ecrefts Afe hıdden in
sma tawny-stoned vıllages tucked between the along Rome and
Florence. Frequently, maller but ambıt1o0ous features of well-known
MONuUuMmMeNTS from far AWaY WEIC translated iInto 0Ca 1idıoms and
reilecte ıIn rural eccles1astical archıtecture modest scale. Aur:-
ches and ermitages in the Valdelsa and Sıena AIca WeIC ca pomlts
along the pılgriımage routes an became, ıth others, medley of
Varlıous archıtectural styles.

For the ast quarter f CCENWTY, intensive research coupled ıth
the esults of archaeologica eXxXxcavatıons has shed 1g SOTNEC of
ese influences eccles1astical buıldıngs, especılally ose of the
eremitical establıshments in Tuscany by relatıng the hıstorical records

the physıcal remaıns.} As result of the TeseAaTeCh. ıt 1s poss1ıble (8

ADA “°Gilı erem1 nell’area SCHECSC una prospettiva archaeologica,” in
ALESSI, BRANDI eit al., Lecceto gli eremı Agostiniani In erra dı Sıena (Miılan,

73-95; |cıted hereafter Lecceto gl1 eremi|Ä]; and VALERI,
L' Eremo dı Lucı1a: Solıtudine Ssecondo Agostino,” Archaeologia Vıva (1984) 36-
40; DAN, “Out of the ave Excavatıons al San Leonardo al Lago, JTuscany, ”Proceedings of the PM)|:  > Conference (1980) 2-1 IDEM, "Archaeological Exca-
vatıons al San Leonardo al Lago and Santa Lucı1a dı Rosı1a, ” Analecta Augustiniana
(1997) IDEM, ”T ’he Medieval Water Engineering al the Hermuitage of A

and Anthony of Rosıia,” Bulletin of Mediterranean Archaeology |cıted hereafter
BMA| (  7-7 _/=25; ADAN and LENGYEL, ”T ’he Hermitage of L -

and Anthony of Rosı1ıa: Hıstorical Documentation of Augustin1i1an Hermitage,”The Church nd the Human Soctety; Vıllanova Universıity S5Symposium VI (1983) D
3 DA Eremo of Lucıa al Rosıa: Archaeological Documentation f

Augustinı1an Hermitage,” EtruSsScans (1974) 5-33: IDEM, “Preliminary Report of
the Excavatiıons iın anta Luc1a dı Rosıa, Siena, Summer 1972- cta OSCANA
(1974),15-26; LENGYEL. "Analysıs of Human Skeletal Fragments from the FEre-

dı Santa Luc1a ll Rosıa, ” Etruscans (1974) 40-. ACKETT., “Cinqueerem1 agostinianı ne1 dıntornı dı S1iena, ” Lecceto gli ereml, 45-72;
ACKEFE FA and AN “ lgnifkicato degl1 altfreschI ne]| chlostro ne] portico ül
Lecceto, ” Lbid., Y’/-1
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ecıpher the orıgınal AaDPDCAaATANCEC of Nan Yy previ1ously unsuspected
structures The pıcture 1C CIMNCTISCS 18 unusual. AaDDCALS that in the
ate nın and early en centurıes, SOMNC rural developed
archıtectural productions influenced DYy Lombard, Byzantıne, Near
kastern, oslem and BVn paleo-Chrıstian styles. ese styles IU  a

paralle ıth those of abbeys, parıs churches, oratorl1es, and chapels
in the proto-Romanesque per10 118e the DTrOCCSS of transıtıon
of Varı0ous styles into the rural varıety must remaın conjectural, ıt Call

safely be assumed the ase of analysıs that the cumulatıve example
of comparatıve mMonuments has een effectively translated into the
bricks and STONES of the rural buıldıngs.
Monk and Friıar Architects

But Man Yy ACUNAE STü1 remaın in the investigatiıon of the s_
1Ss1ıo0n of the archıtectura features. Names of archıtects, who AaDPd-
rently recei1ved theır inspıratıon by visıtıng well-known MOoNuUuMeNTS in
urban Centers In kurope and the Near ast and/or hrough discussions
ıth pılgrıms, remaın moOstly unknown. ong ıth MasOoNs,
monastıc archıtects. such Andrea dı Pıper1ino, Ratger (who Was

probably Sapıens archıtect nstead OT operalo), and Baugulf,
brought inspıratıon irom places far irom those rural IC
AIC reatıng.“ agıster Martınus CINCISCS AS magıister opertis lapidum
al Rosıa and leaves hIs alille plaque presently In the
of the Bıblioteca Comunale In S1ena.? As far back the nınth CeNturYy
Wınıhardus Was the archıtect of aın aul in ÖII, and all the workers
WeTC monks.® Likewise in the nın CENLUTY, the deacon Pacıfico, who
died in 847, actıvely esigne eccles1astical buıldıngs.’ BYy the four-
teenth CeNturYy the actıve partiıcıpatiıon of clerics ın archıtecture 1in
Cremona od1 Was longer unusual.® Ihe of Cistercı1an
CONVversı irom San Galgano the advısors urıng the uıldıng of
the cathedral of Sıena 1s well-documented.? According 18 Enlart, San

SABAZIO, “ Artıstı Agostinlianı ( Jtalıa,. Bolletino StOrFLCO Agostiniano
(1933) 26 KR  ER, Carolingian Revıval of Early Chrıistian Archıiı-
tecture, ” The Art Bulletin (1942)

ADAN, Lecceto gli ereml,
PORTER., mbard Architecture Yale,; vol 19

Ihid.
Ihıd.

ENLARI, L/ Abbaye de San Galgano pres S1enne Treiz1eme Siecle,” Me-
langes d’Archeologie el d’Histoire ‚8 (1891) 201
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Galgano, VEeLY important in the influence of (istercıan arcnıtecture
In alY, had SOTILC monks wh abored the completion of the
church

1Ie the dıstinetion between architectus in the Vıtruvian
and medieval lay craftsman W ds clear er the fifteenth CENLUTY, it
W as somewhat blurred before thıs time. It 15 certaın, however, that
monastıcs played iımportant part in the uıldıng of eccles1iastıcal
STITrUCLUTrES earlher than the Cistercı1an contrıbution in alY, and rel1-
Q10US ıth of Ceccano, Ferentino, Sermoneta, Andrea de 1per-

and others INaYy ave een students of monastıc master ullders.'®

Topography of Architectural Influences
mong the Varıo0us archıtectura influences In rural iın

Juscany, the requent Near Eastern features of specılal interest. By
proto-Romanesque times rural churches in the Val dı Tlaro and Valdel-

AdIca WeTiIC adaptıng such influences into styles of eCir OW ese
influences rural churches. however, dıd NOTt always aIrıve ırectly
from the Near ast but for the most part Calle hrough Rome. As
result of the flux of refugees irom Palestine, INanıYy relics, CUSLOMS, and
styles WEeEIC mported, and the skylıne of Rome egan demonstrate

orlıental flavor.! The time that Near Eastern influences tarted
ave impact eccles1astical archıtecture ıIn Rome 1S uncertaın.
ou ıt be early the of the fourth CENLUTY when Athana-
S1US, accompanıed [WO gyphan monks, visıted Rome In 3309°

WE the yrıan DPOPC Serg1us -and the Tee POPRDC
John VI SOTNC of Rome must had simılarıties
Jerusalem Baghdad. The solea In the earlhıer churches changed
schola ıth trabeated colonnades.!® It 15 191011 unlik;_ly that

10 1 Origines francatses de l’architecture Gothique Italtie (Parıs, LI:
OFT Ouellen und Forschungen zZUur Südwestdeutschen Kunstgeschichte (Stutt-

933-38), 302: Sabazıo, “ Artıstı Agostin1ianı, ” passım. consıderable number of
friars had artıstic talents and employe it in the interest of theır monasterIı1es. famous
dSCc W as al Parma where many fratres lahborarıl WEIC recorded workıng the Baptıs-
(erYy of Parma. Master buılders, all of hom WEIC clerıics, sıgned theır in the

of the Cathedral of Temona. See PORTER, C:
KRAUIHEIMER, CI Tee and orlental lıturgical practices became

IHNOTC COINIMNON under the Sıcılıan, Gireek and Syrian TIhe cCenter of Greek settle-
ments that time WEeTC around the Forum Boarıum al the Santa Marıa in Cosmedin.
See ECK efi Al The Church In the Age of Feudalism (Fre1-
burg/Montreal, 45

12 ARDS, history of the Early Church 500 London, 937 and
197:; also KR  ER, C1tL.
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SOINC ProOtoLypes irom yrıa and martyrıa from Antıoch and Apamea
WeIC sed in Rome d models The Near kEastern influence ıIn eccles1-
stical archıtecture vanıshed in Rome ıth the end of the Syrlian, Dal-
matıan and Tee and the comıng of Hadrıan in the nın
CenturYy, introducing the t1ime of the renovatıo, attempt
Rome’s past. hıs per10d W ds marked Dy return the earhıer o_
basılıca

Varıous influences also the archıtecture of eremitical esta-
blıshments Can be observed althoug the characterıistics of eremitical
communıtıies In Juscany Can only be expressed ın generalıties. Huts,

and er prımıtıve bulldıngs WeTC Standar: In the evolution of
such communıitles. Locatıon played maJor role iın theır foundatıon
such pıcturesque and inspırıng rocky he1ights mountaın LOpPS
overlookıng valleys, plateaus and promontorıes somet1mes dominated
Dy prımordial orests and tiIreams At thıs early the eremitical
establıshments WEeIC less influenced Dy archıtectural monastıc reforms
and ımper1al patronage and ILNOTEC Dy the imagınatıon and travel
EXperENEES of 0Ca INasOonNs and members of the communitIles. In thıs

emotıon domiıinated the formal eXpress10ons of such rel1g10us
SIOUDS.

Later 0)  ® the iınfluence Iirom the or' the °T_atın of
order, ” 1C eventually created N  S dırections, ODlıterate. memorTIES
and mposed occıdental programmıng monastıc estahblıshments in
MOSsT places. In the Case of hermitages of JTuscany, however, the
archıtectural characterıstics of the earher styles persisted GVOn when
the archıtectural influences both in Rome and in maJor eccles1-
astıcal Centers NOr of the Alps Camnle into The underlyıng
motive W as the desıire (O reflect the pPOVerTLY and sımplıcıty of the
eremitical past. hıs desıre for greater DOVEITLY and sımplıcıty 1S SCEHN
also iın the monastıc reforms of Salnts Romuald, Peter Damıan, and
John Gualbert

The ground plans of SOINC rural churches iın the aldelsa AIcCca
csShoOow that the earlıer Eastern tradıtıon vanıshed INOTEC slowly. ome
rural churches STi1 WEeTC subject such influences long after the
ashıon ceased in Rome. For instance, of rural churches OrNg1-
natıng In the nın and en centurlies had pastophorıies such dSs an
Appl1ano and an Agnese iın Chlaantı ome ave gallerıes above the
alsles 1ke San (HOovannı Battısta al astello ı1e these influences
AT requent In the nınth CENTLUTY, they already appeare in the Val dı
Taro AIcCca In the eıghth CENTLUTY. Another 0CC varlatıon of the Near
FKastern Lype, cho1ır ıth flankıng s1ıde (not unlıke the eastern-
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influenced San (0Ovannı Porta Latına In ome), 15 oun 1n the
Pijeve dı App1ano, ONC of the oldest proto-Romanesque churches in the
aldelsa AICcda, poss1bly datıng irom the ate eıghth century.”

Our interest Centers around the development of the archıtecture
iın the per10d before the indıvıdual hermitages WeIC organızed in the
thırteenth CeNLUrY form the Augustinıan er iın ıts present form.
Several decades dSO Professor Elm suggested that ıf ere W as an Y
connection between fıfth and seventh-century Augustıinıan monastı-
C1IsSm and the thırteenth-century eremitical communiıtıes, the CONNECC-

ting ı1 pomint the hermiıtages of AquaVvıva, Centumcellae and
Lecceto.!* It W ads the early per10d of those cCcCommunıties 1C SUuPp-
phıe In INanı y the inspıration and the basıs for the forthcoming
archıtecture of the emergıing eT.

BY the time the Tan Union Caln iın 1256 MmMoOst of the PECG-
sently existing ermitages had already undergone adaptatıon the
('istercıan style ıth ıts fastıdious proportioning expressed in of
rural sımplıcıty. In SOTMNC al least such changes dıd NnOTt entirely
oblıterate the earher archıtecture. The ('istercıan style Was undoubted-
1y attractıve these thırteenth-century communıiıties and capture the
ıimagınatıon of INan y monastıc seitlements Much later the buıldıngs
underwent other changes when the Baroque Callle along

At the time the egends relatıng the or1g1n of the Augustinian
er WECIC COomposed, the authors mMust ave also een inspıred NnOTL
only by tradıtıional ral SOUTCECS but also Dy the ST1I visıble and NOL yel
ODI1ıterate: earher foundatıons under the thırteenth-century churches.
The desıre {O establısh 1n ıth the past by ıdentifyıng ıth early
monastıc foundatıons of Afrıca augmented interest in the far remote
past None of ese foundatıons dısplay technıcal expertise show
S12NS of experımental PTOCCSSCS, but rather they WEIC prımıtıve and
ruggedly cConce1ved. hus earlıer foundatıons WCIC NOTL destroyed but
incorporated iın the later buılldings. Unfortunately, paleographic
materı1als, such AdSs inscr1ptions, 37 WOUu fortify dates exXxtireme-
1y SCaNTY. The influence of the Varıo0us renalssances 1s INOTE easıly
etieecte in rural churches and hermitages, where tradıtıon ndured

13 Architettura Romanıca In OSCANA ome, Z 5 E 13{03 9,
14 ELM, „Italıenısche Eremiten Gemeinschaften des und Jahrhunderts,“‘

L’eremiıtiısmo occıidente nel secolı: XT XII Miılano, 549 T ’he Augustinian FrI1-
dI5S, keeping In lıne ıth theır eremiıtical vocatıon, wholly lost touch ıth theır
hermitages, where few STOUDS continued I1ve  22 (translatıon, mıne). See also:

Medieval Monastıcısm (Harlow, 272
15 ecceto g]1 ereim1: 73-95; also “Out of the Cave,”e



AN3())2

and adherence such forms lasted longer than in urban cCenters
Juscany and Umbrıa, however, must not be consıdered ıth
lavısh imitations, an wıthout creat1ıvıty of eır OW but capable of
absorbing diıverse tiımulı The manıfold nature of early medieval
archıtecture defies SUMMAALY treatment salıent example of thıs 15
San Leonardo ql Lago where such foundatıons WCIC efit almost intact
and served for the ater uıldıng. (SEe Ilustration TIhe eremitical
ıdeals enjoyed renalssance al the turn of the tenth CENLUTY, and the
archıtectural remaıns from the early Stages must ave een vıisual
miıinders. The visual remaılns served egends, H WEeIC presented
proo ShOw that the etTr or1ginated earhıer than the thırteenth CECIl-

tury 16
The Archaeological and Visual Evidence

Hıstorical analysıs of annals and hagıographical wrıtings 1S
ımportan SOUTCEC of informatıon, but ONC that often needs be er1-
f1ed Dy other evidence such that 176 archaeoOl10gY
supplıes. One has only 1n of the eaps orward in bıblıcal
tudies that resulte‘ irom archaeologıica discoverles. gaıln, by
supplyıng angıble evıdence, archaeology Can fill the acunae eft by
ost undiıscovered hıstorıical documents.

Ihe Center of mMoOost eremitical foundatıons, where the oosely
unıted members of communıtles met, WeIC oun generally speakıng,
ıIn the SO-Calle: box-churches (See Ilustration 3 Recent eXCcavatıons
demonstrated theır ex1istence. The or1g1n of ese box-churches INnNaYy
he in the SO-Calle consignatorid, that 1S: the cemeterYy chapels in
ZYp In aly they back the centurles er the decline of the
Roman Empıre, the time when barbarıan kıngdoms WEeIC the rSse
and condıtions WeTIC hostile monumental undertakıngs. Durıiıng the
ensumng centurlies these rectangular box-churches WCIC commonly
sed throughout EKurope, but especlally in JTuscany from the fourth
CENLUFY and Ssurvıved In rural AIcCcas into the en CENLUFY.

Besıides the excavated foundatıons of the Varı0us erem in
Juscany, the Thebaid Iresco cycles of the ate Irecento and early
Ouattrocento cShOow HhOw archıtectural tradıtions SUurvıved hrough the

16 NN,Henry of Friemar s << Ireatıise the Orıgıin and Develop-
ment of the Order of the ermit Friars and 1ts Irue and eal Title>>  27 Augustiniana
(1956) L "Jordanus of S5SaXony  S ıta Augustini: the SOource of John Cap-
oTraVve s ıfe of St Augustine, ” Tradıtio (1943) 345 ff
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centurIıles. The Thebaid subject atters AIc partıcularly alıent CX amnll-

ples Almost al] of them orıginated ın the ate Irecento and early
Ouattrocento and indicate old and powerfu tradıt1ons The subjects
nostalgıcally recall gyptan and Palestinian solıtarıes ell
SGCHOS of cenobitic ıfe oug MoOst of them AIic emaftıc varla-
t10ns of magınary vistas, they refer the earhest eremuitical establısh-
ments and cshow and box-churches and sanctuarlıes.
ome AICcC ase observatıon and tradıtı1ons öf few
generatıons before TIhe MOSsT monumental ONGC, after the ONE al
LeCcceto, 1S the arge pane ıIn the allerıa de1 Uffizı In Florence. hıs
work 1Ss attrıbuted erardo Starnına, tudent of Agnolo
(but lately hought ave ollowe Fra Angelıco), and 15 probably
inspıred Dy Byzantıne ‘“ Dormition” themes and the Iiıves of the Desert
Fathers Vısual observatıon played part ın the depiction of SOINEC

sımple archıtectura detaıls Pıetro Lorenzett1i’'s Thebaid,j INaYy
ave een inspıred Dy the OTNC In the chiostro of LECCEeTtO. 15 presently
in the Pınacoteca in S1ıena but NCEC decorated the altar of the Carmıine
in Sıena. '

All Thehaid paıntiıngs cShOow early box-churches To Judge from
the rulmned but ST1 eXtant early Augustinıan hermitages, evidenced
by archaeologica eXcavatıons, all analysıs, and ceramıc evıdence,
the paıntings ave affınıty ıth ermitages such San Leonardo q}
Lago Verano, “ Santa Lucı1a and Anton1o dı Rosıa,” an Agos-

1/ DAN, Lecceto Frescoes: Ihe Augustin1an Cycle,  27 in
SCHNAUBELTL, VAN Augustine In Iconograph,, (New
York, ACKEITAE and ADAN, ‘Dignificato degl1 affreschl
ne]l chlostro ne] port1co dı Lecceto,” Lecceto lı ereml, O41 E3 LESSI, ch cich
mMmonocrom1ı dı Lecceto OV! PCI vecchı problem1,” Lecceto gl1 ereml,

See also ARLIL. (Gulde the Pınacoteca of Stena (Mılan, 1972), 35-36;
CALLMAN, °"Thebaıd Studies, ” Antichita Vıva (1975) Nr

I® Whıle the ounder of the hermitage W as identified certaın Benedetto priest
and monk” accordıng decree of anlero I, bıshop of Sıena 9the data
Oobtaıne from the archaeologıca. excavat1ons point earlıer, INOIC humble begın-
nıng Ihe dıg revealed subterranean rock-chapel where the ceramıc evidence indıca-

nınth CENTUrY beginnıng and another SsSma. chapel built above it ShOows tenth CECI1-

LUr y Org1n. Ihe or1ginal church, mentioned above by Ranıero, Was st1l] standıng Dy
168 Ihe decree legıtimizıng the Was registered Dy Brigıitte SZABO-BECH-

1n OQuellen und Forschungen AUS Italienischen Archiven un Bibliotheken
(1976) 9-9 See Iso RADAN, Ou of the Cave,” According

HACKETT. the foundatıon of San eONAaATdO Can be the A  early 27  years f the eleven
CENLUTY, maybe about 1050 Hackett eels that the date of 1119 for the foundatıon of
the 1s NO realıstic; S{r h1is “Cinque erem1” ın Lecceto gli ereml, 45-46

19 Ihe antıquıity of Rosıa Was stated by VAN ‚UK who placed the foundatıon
al 952 See his *G1 eremuit1ı ner1 ne]l Dugento C  —_ partıcolare rıguardo al terr1ıtorı10 Pı-
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t1no dı Montespecchio,” San Salvatore dı Lecceto,“* and ant AgOS-
t1no de Montic1ano.“ ese hermitages theır or1ıg1ın early box-
church ancCcestors (See Ilustrations and 5)

In 1l10N the hermitages lısted, SOTIINC such buıldıngs, IC
wıtness eIr nın and en Century ONZ1NS, ex1ist In the aldelsa ArCca,
namely, San Jacopo, San Bartolo and San Pıetro, both al San Galgano,
Santa Marıa al Radı, and San Donato al Gavıgnano. AN of these
builldıngs AaDPCAaL ave box-church L(ype of or1g1n strıkıngly sımılar

the oratorlies the Thebaid paıntings.“ The Portiuncola, orıg1nally

SanOo Toscano, ” Bıblioteca del Bollettino StOFLICO DISANO, origine, SVLILUDDO ed UNILONE,
Colana stOor1a (1968) 44-46 TIhe several YCAars of excavatıons found ITraCes of
cıent Santo under the earhest foundatıon long before the yCar 000 IThe
cıent foundatıon W as incorporated into the ater box-church. See and
LENGXEL, °“"The Fremo dı EMCIAL. Etruscans (1974) 53  V Hackett deser1-
bes the earhest stages of the hermitage ollows ...  ne]l 1200304  G. T. RADAN  tino di Montespecchio,” San Salvatore di Lecceto,* and Sant’ Agos-  tino de Monticiano.” These hermitages trace their origin to early box-  church ancestors. (See Illustrations 4 and 5)  In addition to the hermitages listed, some such buildings, which  witness their ninth and tenth century origins, exist in the Valdelsa area;  namely, San Jacopo, San Bartolo and San Pietro, both at San Galgano,  Santa Maria at Radi, and San Donato at Gavignano. All of these  buildings appear to have a box-church type of origin strikingly similar  to the oratories on the Z7hebaid paintings.” The Portiuncola, originally  sano e Toscano,” Biblioteca del Bollettino storico pisano, origine, sviluppo ed unione,  Colana storia 7 (1968) 44-46. The several years of excavations found traces of an an-  cient campo santo under the earliest foundation long before the year 1000. The an-  cient foundation was incorporated into the later box-church. See G. RADAN and A.  LENGYEL, “The Eremo di S. Lucia,” Efruscans 3 (1974) 5-33. M. B. Hackett descri-  bes the earliest stages of the hermitage as follows: “nel 1200 ... avesse avuto 60 anni  [the founder Bonacorso], e fosse nato, perciö, nel 1140; ... ammetiamo, infine, che  avesse avuto circa 30 anni quando decise di vivere nella Valle di Rosia, allora, l’anno  della fondazione del l’eremo sarebbe il 1170.” Somewhat further he adds in “Cinque  eremi,” 49: “infatti, nel 1200 venero construiti una piccolo chiesa e degli allogi primi-  tive, come capanne 0 grotte, che circondavano la dimora rudimentale del fondatore.”  The fact is that while the above mentioned little church was incorporated in the Go-  thic phase of the church, ceramic evidence shows that the small chapel under the first  church was completed before the turn of the millennium. See: RADAN, “Gli  eremi, ” 92-93.  2 We do not have any archaeological evidence regarding the foundation of Monte-  specchio. Literary evidence points to 1189 or 1190. Some claims were made regar-  ding the church, namely, that it was consecrated in 1016 and that a provincial chapter  was held there at the time. A. LANDUCCI, Sacra Leccetana Selva, cioe origine e  progressi del’antico e venerabile eremo e congregatione di Lecceto in Toscana del’-  ordine erem. del padre Sant Agostino (Rome, 1657); cf. M. B. HACKETT, “Cinque  erem1; 153:  2 The first literary evidence for the existence of Lecceto is from 1119; see M. B.  HACKETT, “The Medieval Archives of Lecceto,” Analecta Augustiniana 40 (1977)  n. 3. However, Landucci in Selva states that the hermitage was established in 1084. In  fact, Giacomo Piccolomini died at Lecceto in 1074: see HACKETT, ““Cinque eremi,”  nos. 87, 88. No archaeological evidence through excavations could be obtained at  Lecceto since the Sovrintendenza refused permission for a dig. There are sources  which place the beginnings of Lecceto as early as the eighth or ninth centuries. See A.  KUNZELMANN, Geschichte der Deutschen Augustiner-Eremiten: Teil 1, in the se-  ries Cassiciacum 26 (1969) 24, n. 46; K. ELM, „Neue Beiträge zur Geschichte der  Augustiner-Eremitenorders im 13. und 14. Jahrhundert,“ Archiv für Kulturgeschichte  42 (1971) 360 ff.  ” The foundation date is not known. The present form of the church is fourteenth-  century — late Gothic and it may have been built on an earlier foundation of unknown  date. See M. B. HACKETT, “Cinque eremi,” 68.  23 I. MORETTI and R. STOPANI, Chiese Romaniche in Valdelsa (Florence,  1968), 130 and passim. The word “oratory” was used in various archaeological re-AVC5SSC AaVUTO nnı
Ithe ounder Bonacorso|];, fosse nato, perC10, nel 1140;304  G. T. RADAN  tino di Montespecchio,” San Salvatore di Lecceto,* and Sant’ Agos-  tino de Monticiano.” These hermitages trace their origin to early box-  church ancestors. (See Illustrations 4 and 5)  In addition to the hermitages listed, some such buildings, which  witness their ninth and tenth century origins, exist in the Valdelsa area;  namely, San Jacopo, San Bartolo and San Pietro, both at San Galgano,  Santa Maria at Radi, and San Donato at Gavignano. All of these  buildings appear to have a box-church type of origin strikingly similar  to the oratories on the Z7hebaid paintings.” The Portiuncola, originally  sano e Toscano,” Biblioteca del Bollettino storico pisano, origine, sviluppo ed unione,  Colana storia 7 (1968) 44-46. The several years of excavations found traces of an an-  cient campo santo under the earliest foundation long before the year 1000. The an-  cient foundation was incorporated into the later box-church. See G. RADAN and A.  LENGYEL, “The Eremo di S. Lucia,” Efruscans 3 (1974) 5-33. M. B. Hackett descri-  bes the earliest stages of the hermitage as follows: “nel 1200 ... avesse avuto 60 anni  [the founder Bonacorso], e fosse nato, perciö, nel 1140; ... ammetiamo, infine, che  avesse avuto circa 30 anni quando decise di vivere nella Valle di Rosia, allora, l’anno  della fondazione del l’eremo sarebbe il 1170.” Somewhat further he adds in “Cinque  eremi,” 49: “infatti, nel 1200 venero construiti una piccolo chiesa e degli allogi primi-  tive, come capanne 0 grotte, che circondavano la dimora rudimentale del fondatore.”  The fact is that while the above mentioned little church was incorporated in the Go-  thic phase of the church, ceramic evidence shows that the small chapel under the first  church was completed before the turn of the millennium. See: RADAN, “Gli  eremi, ” 92-93.  2 We do not have any archaeological evidence regarding the foundation of Monte-  specchio. Literary evidence points to 1189 or 1190. Some claims were made regar-  ding the church, namely, that it was consecrated in 1016 and that a provincial chapter  was held there at the time. A. LANDUCCI, Sacra Leccetana Selva, cioe origine e  progressi del’antico e venerabile eremo e congregatione di Lecceto in Toscana del’-  ordine erem. del padre Sant Agostino (Rome, 1657); cf. M. B. HACKETT, “Cinque  erem1; 153:  2 The first literary evidence for the existence of Lecceto is from 1119; see M. B.  HACKETT, “The Medieval Archives of Lecceto,” Analecta Augustiniana 40 (1977)  n. 3. However, Landucci in Selva states that the hermitage was established in 1084. In  fact, Giacomo Piccolomini died at Lecceto in 1074: see HACKETT, ““Cinque eremi,”  nos. 87, 88. No archaeological evidence through excavations could be obtained at  Lecceto since the Sovrintendenza refused permission for a dig. There are sources  which place the beginnings of Lecceto as early as the eighth or ninth centuries. See A.  KUNZELMANN, Geschichte der Deutschen Augustiner-Eremiten: Teil 1, in the se-  ries Cassiciacum 26 (1969) 24, n. 46; K. ELM, „Neue Beiträge zur Geschichte der  Augustiner-Eremitenorders im 13. und 14. Jahrhundert,“ Archiv für Kulturgeschichte  42 (1971) 360 ff.  ” The foundation date is not known. The present form of the church is fourteenth-  century — late Gothic and it may have been built on an earlier foundation of unknown  date. See M. B. HACKETT, “Cinque eremi,” 68.  23 I. MORETTI and R. STOPANI, Chiese Romaniche in Valdelsa (Florence,  1968), 130 and passim. The word “oratory” was used in various archaeological re-ammet1amo, infıne, che
AVCSSC aVUuTtOo CIrca nnı quando decıse dı Vvivere nella Valle ll Rosıa, allora, 1 anno

tondazıone de]l l’eremo sarebbe 11 IT HS OmewhNna| further he adds in “Cinque
erem1, ” 49 ‘“infattı, ne]l 1200 VCILlCTIO constrult!ı una P1CCOLO chlesa deglı allogı Pr1m1-
tıve, OMlC CAaDalllC groluie, che CiIrcondavano la dımora rudimentale del fondatore.”
TIhe Tfact 1S that while the above mentioned hıttle church Was incorporated in the (G0-
thıc phase of the church, ceramıc evidence cShOWSs that the osmall chapel under the first
church W as completed before the {urn of the mıllenn1um. See DAN, "“°G11
erem1, 02-973

20 We do NOT have an y archaeologıcal evidence regardıng the foundatıon of onte-
specchio. Literary evidence points 1189 190 Some claıms WeEeTIC made dr
dıng the church, namely, that it W d$> consecrated in 1016 and that provıncıal chapter
W dsSs held ere the t1ime. Sacra Leccetana Selva, 10€ orıgine
progressi del '"Antıco venerabiıle congregatione dı Lecceto In OSCANA del’-
ordine VENML. del padre Sant 20stino0 Ome, c1. HACKEIT, “Cinque
erem1;

IThe fırst lıterary evidence for the ex1istence of Lecceto 18 from 1119:; SCC
Medieval ICA1ves of Lecceto, ” Analecta Augustiniana (4977)

However, Landuccı in Selva states that the hermitage Was establıshed in 1084 In
täct 13CO0OMO Pıccolominı1 d1ed Lecceto in 10/4 N “Cinque erem1, ”
1NOSs 8 s No archaeological evıdence through excavatıons could be obtaıned al
Lecceto SINCE the Sovrintendenza refused perm1ss1ıon for dıg ere AICc SUOUICCS
which place the beginnıngs of Lecceto early the eıghth nınth centurıes. See
KUNZELMANN, Geschichte der Deutschen Augustiner-Lremiten: eı1ıl } 1n the
rnes ( ASSICLACUM (1969) 2 E 4 E ELM, „Neue Beıträge ZUT Geschichte der
Augustiner-Eremitenorders 1mM 13 und Jahrhundert,‘ Archiv für Kulturgeschichte

(1971) 36() {t.
,n'” Ihe foundatıon date 1S nOot known The present form of the church 1s fourteenth-

CENLUFY ate Gothıc and it IMaYy have been ul earlıer foundatıon of unknown
date See “Cinque erem1, “

23 MORETTI and S TOPANI, Chiese Romanıche In Valdelsa (Florence,
130 and passım. The word “oratory” Was sed 1ın Varı0us archaeologıica



IHE BEGINNING THE EREMITICALAR:!  URE TUSCANY 305

dedicated Santa Marıa dı 10Saila and ater g1ven {O St Francıs of
Assısı by the Benedictine monks of Sub1aco, W as buildıng of thıs
Lype So W as the Vıttorino Cal Gubbıi1io and San Damıiano where the
Christ the cruc1ıf1x spoke the SAadille saılnt.“

Several Augustinian hermitages ıth such sımple foundatıons,
upDON 1C sıngle aAVC churches WEIC erected, 2110 adhered thıs
tradıtion CC when they WEeIC converted into canoniche rurale, and
ater when durıng the Renalssance and the Baroque per10ds I1NOTEC

elaborate changes WCIC made. rıtten evıdence 15 insufficıent
ascertaın the earhest foundatıons of these hermitages. FoOor instance,
SOUTCCS, which mentiıon certaın Benedictine named Benedetto al San
Leonardo al Lago, place far before the t1imes when hermıiıts WEeIC

centered around u1  ıng rected above gTOLLO. Archaeologıical
evidence pomts however ““proto-hıstoriıca per10 and foundatıon
before 1050.? In the CaVe chapel under the hermitage the d1SCOVerYy of
ceramıc remaıns of so-called °Forum Ware, C& has termınus
nie UE in the nın CENLUrY and IC remaıned ıIn Uusec till ou
the eleventh CeNLUTY, poılnts prıimıtıve rel1g10us Centfer IC
ex1isted ell before the mıllenıum.

related San Leonardo ql Lago In the dsSC of San Leonardo, it preceded and
became part of the ater Gothic For the medieval meanıng of the ord SEr

Oratorı1es, in Catholıc Universıty of meri1ca: Canon Law Serles,
(Washıngton C E passım.
An unexplaıined, almost perfect illustratiıon of the development firom unknown

eremitıical communıty aAVC and then box-church and fınally into
quası Gothıc style f church 1S pane] attrıbuted a010 Uccello in the Gallerıa
Accademıa in orence See Pope ENNES Y, Paolo Uccello (London, D
The paıntıng has nOot been sufficıently researched establısh the ıdentity of the localı-
C illustrated, but it 15 lıkely that ıt represents San Leonardo a ] Lago; the only place
where the transıtiıon and trıpartıte elevatıon of eremiı1itical bulldıng Was ST1 known
when thıs late Irecento early Ouattrocento paıntıng W as completed. The paıntıng
also cShOWws il the second eve of the elevatıon what INaYy be ‘“confess10, ” place for
relics of salnts. If indeed it 1S, then it 1S the only OTMC in JTuscany ıth such archıtec-
tural eature. Ihe idea of the “confess10 ” rece1ved ıts first impetus when Pope Paul
dıstrıbuted relics from the catacombs of Rome in 765 See UBERIT;, PROCHES

al., The Carolingian Renaıtissance (New York, Although the paınting 18
assoc1lated wıth the Thebaid subject atter, it 1S un1ıque varıant of ıt. It 18 nOoTt influen-
ced and has assoc1atıon ıth ose manuscr1pts which amnlec irom monaster1es
interested in hermıts and which INa Yy have had SOTINC influence the subject atter
such Valombrosa, onte Olıveto and (C'amaldaolı. See °“Thebaıd Stu-
dies,” Antichita 1Va (1975) 11

24 MORETTII and STOPANI, Chiese Romanıiche, (n 26)
25 WHITEHOUSE, "FOorum Ware Distinctive Iype of Early Medieval Glazed

Pottery 1n the Roman Campagna, ’ Medieval Archaeology, (1965) 55-63 and
DAN °°Gilı erem1, ”
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At Santa Lucı1a dı Rosıa, ave alıent CASe where wriıtten
documents AdIC supplemented Dy archaeologica evıdence. For 1NS-

Hackett states “Non VI SUOTIO che |’eremo S12a STatO
edıficato prıma de]l 952 COMEC Casa colonıca dell’abbazıa dı San arto-
lomeo dı Sestinga, dato che NON troviamo rıferımentI estinga, 1no
all’anno 10 ome angıble evıdence, however, 0€Ss ex1ist fl
the lacuna of wrıtten documents In COIN of Henry I1 (the ame that
W as oun under the erTrazZzo floor of the second church ın the
section of the presbytery al Santa Luc1a.* hI1ıs represents termınus
nie quem for the foundatıon of the church SINCEe enrYy W ds orn ıIn
962 and W äas crowned dAS kıng In 1004 hıs early date 1Ss NOoT surprısıng
1T ONEC aCCEPDLIS the data supplıe by Vanll u1] wh dates the
ex1istence of Santa Lucı1a da Rosıa prı10r 18

Further documentatıon INaYy be mentioned ere In reference 18
the [WO OSSUarIies attacne: the foundatıon of the church of Santa
Lucı1a. Extensive research conducted Dy ONEC sclentist of the Hungarıan
Academy of SCcIlences proved that the dDC of the bones precede the
Tirst ulldıng. hıs one materı1al constituted the lowest fırst) eve of
the OSsuarles under the DOrC and under the WEST sıde of the church
The bones WeTC 1rs collected irom ancıent the
PrOomMONTLOFY where the hermiıtage stands oday and WLG reburied in
the OSsSuarles. Was the Chrıstian burıal place? One has

remember that the proxXxımıty of cemeterIlies of early rel1g10us
cCcommunıties paleo-Christian places Was 1a(011 unusual. For example,
the excavatıons al Farfa discovered tegulated STITAaVCS, or1ıginatıng from
the 1rs Christian settlement under Lawrence of 5yrıa 552565

Such discoveries pertainıng 18 the prehıistoric” per10d of the
Augustinıan er AiIc connected ıth several early eremiıt1ical founda-
t10NS. For instance, althoug there 1s fiırm date for the foundatıon of
the hermiıtage of Montespecch1o In 1189 (hypothetically the CON-
struction MaYy be ate around ere 1S legendary date of

26 "Cinque eremi1,
27 and LENGYEL, Eremo dı S.Lucıa dı Rosıa, ” Etruscans

(1974), 10, n.16
28 VAN Bullarium Ordinıis Eremıitarum Augustinl, Periodus Forma-

HONLS ın the serl1es Cassıcıacum 18 (Würzburg, 1 E For
SOomMmewna: dıfferent opınıon and complete bıblıography the subject, SC}  ® ELM,
“Gil1 eremıiıt1ı erı nel Dugento: Kın Beitrag ZUT Vorgeschichte des Augustiner-
Eremitenordens,” Quellen Un Forschungen ıU Italienischen Archiven Un Bıbhlio-
theken (1970) NRI

29 McCLENDO TIhe Imperial Abbey of Farfa Architectural Currents of
the Early Mıddle Ages |cıted hereafter Farfa (New Haven,
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prı 16, 015 In 1t10n2, ONC sketch from the nıneteenth CeNtUurYy
in the Bıblioteca Comunale (M5>S A.VIL.S53, fol clearly attests
the box-church or12g1n of thıs ermitage. (See Ilustration

Another characterıstic, namely squared presbytery, SUu1
ex1isted al Lecceto al the time when the ..  NECEW church” Was consecrated
by Bıshop Bonfilius of Sıena Aprıl 1228 Its traces WEIC left
intact when the fourteenth-century church, IC Wäas extension of
the thirteenth-century structure, W as completed between 1A17 and
1345 The descr1iption of the ar DYy Landuccı provıdes ımportant
documentatıon of the survıval of the squared presbytery ypıcal of
early eremitıical churches: “E dretto ql altar magg1ore V1 11 choro
volta, dı braccıa ungo largo braccıa 10 27 ese Ar the CasSsuTre-

me of the squared presbytery al anta Lucı1a dı Rosıa measured
from the maın ar the back {O the choı1r! Wıth OINlC Florentine
braccıa equa. C the measurements ATC m 66cm A4m 60cm
ıth dıfference of only 15 of length. At anta Lucı1a the length 15
only m 51cm Such close relatıonshıps MaYy po1n towards, if NOLt ONEC

archıitect, al least COTININON MO 0)1 0Ca tradıtıon
As ermIinus nlie qUEM, T1a trench In front of the portico

al Lecceto, 1C probably HCcE served atrıum, would yıe
important data SInCe ıt surely would sShow early burılals 1ke ose al
San Leonardo al Lago and anta Lucı1a dı Rosıa. The Custom of usıng
the church 0)1 port1co for reburıals InNaYy ave arısen from the fact
that Atrıa had een popular sItes for burıals, 1s SCCHI, for example, in
the courtyard of Old St Peter’s;1Was sed for tombs, beginnıng
ıth early times and astıng into the ıddle Ages.”

E: grateful Hackett for thıs information.
See also note

SCHNEIDER., egestum Senese Oome, 32E. F ADAN. °Ihe
Fremo dı 1LücCIS.. 5-6; IDEM ‘Archaeological Excavatıons, ” 134 HACKEII
“Cinque rem1,  97 4 E 910 57 38; CIt.. L[aV. 1, 1772

3°) LANDUCCI, Sacra Ilicetana SyLva, OLD The mMeAsurements in thıs artıcle dıf-
fer somewhat irom those described by HACKETTI in hıs “Lecceto, the Monas-
LerYy and 1ts Economy by 1650,” Analecta Augustiniana (1989) where OMC Iuscan
hraccıo 1$ equaled 583626 of mefter.

The tradıtıon and desıre recreate bygone Arcadıan INCINOL Y remaıned V1Ivi1d
that centurlies ater, long Out of fashıon, such monastıc “vıllage” W ds bult al (JrOSS-
Burlo See ELM, „Eın Ian des osters Gross-Burlo AUuUSs dem Jahre 172807 West-
fallen (1976) 01-3 For sımılar continumng tradıtıon in the Hiıfteenth CeENLUTY, N f

CARDINI and VANINNI, San Vıvaldo 1ın aldelsa. Problemi1 topograficı inter-
pretazıon1 siımboliıche dı uUunc ‘Gerusalemme‘ Cinquecentesca in Toscana,” Religiosita

Socıieta In Valdelsa nel hasso Medioevo, Attı del Convegno dı Vıvaldo, 29 Set-
tembre 1979, passım.

37 McClendon, Farfa,
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Frequently the squared presbyterıes WEeEeTC NT: CTYptS. Such
TypfS, at the beginnıng, resulte from Varıo0ous geographica and LODO-
graphical condıtions and, in the CdsSCc of the eremiıtical past, the evolu-
107n of communıtles 1Into functionıng and regulated oroups.““ It 15 NOTL
known how much the archıtecture W das influenced al the time by
Varlıo0ous lıturg1es practiced urıng the per10d. Long before the famous
nın CENLUTY 1a dı San  NUumoO ( 8590) Car onte Amıata In
mbrıa, sımple ITYDpIS, almost annular ONCS, SCCI1 ave een
developed in the aldelsa AdIcCca ese Crypts WCIC remmnısScent of the

French prototypes.”
In the development ÖT CIYptS, there 1S lıkely ave een da

influence in the Carolingıian per10d from the north, from churches
such St Nazarıus al Lorsch (C 7749 and St George al Reichenau-
Oberzell (& 608), that 1S, durıng the per10d when the earhest CIC-
mıtıical estahblıshments AICc hought {O ave egun In alYy, but long
before the Cistercı1ıan innovatıons took roof in Umbrıa and JIuscany
hus the C1istercıan WAaVe of archıtectural Innovatıons in the welfth
and thırteenth centurıes contaıned certaın featuresi must ave
seemed amılıar the iInnovators.

In 1U10N the eremuiıtıical churches, sımılar characterıistics,
such timber roofing and raısed squared presbyterıies, dIiIC OUnNn:! In
er early box-churches, for example, San Ruffiniano al Monsanto
and anta Marıa al In the aldelsa AIca er notable squared
endings ATiIC S{1 In ex1istence al San Miıchele Rencıne an San
Donato Lucardo..*° Another remalınıng example 1S the Canonıca dı
Monter1gg10n1 althoug it dates irom somewhat later date galn,
such squared presbyterlies noTt UNCOININON NOr of the Alps durıng
Merovıng1an and Carolıng1ian per10ds 1S SCCI ıIn [WO ıimportant
examples, St Nazarıus al Lorsch and St George al Reichenau-
er7e hus squared presbyterlies became sStandar: feature In the
development of the early eremiıtical box-churches long before the
(Cistercı1an influence W ds felt in alYy at Fossanova.?”

34 ADAN, Analecta Augustiniana (1997) 154; FRANCHINA, S NventO
dı Lecceto crescıta dı organısmo, ” Lecceto gli ereml, tav. 1, 1/4

35 The half vaults imıtate the prototypes of Southern France ıth ambulatories,
such al Conques and Limoges, ell urban examples In Italy, such San Pıe-
ITO in Vıncoli Pısa See also “Le p1u antıche dell’ Umbria”
ftı del 3€ Convegno dı Studı Umbri, Gubbio, 33 and passım.

36 ese Lype of plans ATie Iso COININON in the Val dı Cecına ICa See orett1
and Stoppanı: Chiese Romaniche In Val dı Cecına (Florence, 67-69,E

EW OSWALD, eit al., Vorromanıiısche Kırchenbauten Munıich,
966-67) 90-8
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ome authors CVCN maıntaın that the development of the archı1-
ecture of the eremuiıtical orders remaıned independent of the Cistercı1an
influence GV NCEC the Cistercı1an style became dominant. hus
Renzo Pardı wrıtes: “Rıtengo che gl1 organısmı deglı ordını eremıit1ic1,
qualı ad esemp10 amaldolesı, 61 S1aAN0 svıluppatı independente-

da eventualı condızıonamentiI C1istercens1ı S1aN0 anzı dırett1
2° 38precusorIı arcnıtetiture egl1 ordını mendicantı.

On the er hand, ONe has take in consıderation ere those
box-churches 16 WEIC erected undreds of ater d result of
the endency sımplıfıcatıon Ooun iın the C1istercı1an style Such
structures, however, AIc dıfferent and dıstinguishable from the NCSs

1C WeIiIC erected al the turn of the mıllennıum earlıer. (widN
MAaSONTY 15 far INOTC sophıstıcated, 1N1SNe: ıth chısel, instead of
hacked Out ıth Consequently In the later box-churches arch
VOUSSOIS, where they ex1st, AIc already wedge-shaped instead of dıs-
torted in effort {O create the of the arch. The arches SUD-
porting the vaults of eır CTIYpIS ave well-developed lagona and
iransverse rıbs. hıs 15 the CasSC, for instance, ıth an Antımo dı
Petroro Cal odı in Umbrıia

In archıtectura development,9ONC must 191011 dıscount
the impact of changıng 1turzy and the influence of CIereS: especılally
abbots At the end of the eventh CENLUTY, Benedictine abbots exper1-
mented ıth ay-outs of monasterlies adapted the ule that
everythıng essentıial for communal lıvıng should be contaıned wıthın
the MONAaSTETY walls. The Benedictine conference al Aachen
discussed the relatıonshıp of the plan the ule and lıturg1cal lay-
uftfs ome abbots, such the ONC ose from the Imperı1al CY of
Farfa, ATC known ave Tavele' extensıvely and brought back ell-
establıshed ideas from the abbeys of the Carolıngi1an realm NOT!
of the Alps Important clerical archıtects WEIC 1981401 1ıke Bıshop
Bernward, 0J8 uger, the archıtect-abbot Ratgar (who W as
removed irom hI1s pOSt Dy LOu1s the Pıo0us), Sıchardus al
Farfa.“

x ’ARDIL, Richerce dı archıttetura relig10sa medioevale In I’mbrıa (Perugı1a,
date),

309 30 BRAUNFELS, Monasteries of Western Europe (Princeton,
Specıifically the SIXty-Sıxth chapter of the Regula Sanctı Benedicti Ca for onaste-
MES functionally laıd Out the communıity. St Benedict ule places the abbot
ın charge of much act1ıvıty around the MONASLETY, 1bıd., I: alsSO MCCLENDON, Far-
fa 64-69

Farfa, 116 Others named ell who WEeIC instrumental in the archıtectural
development al Farfa, namely Alanus of Aquıtane, Probatus and Ragambaldus.
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Clearly less famous but S{ ımportan archıtectura Innovators
x1ısted in the hıstory of the Augustinian er also. One of the 1rs
ıth m1ss1ıon of u1  ıng and restoratıon aAaDPCAars ave een
Rınero/Rainer10, who Was ONEC of the heatı al Rosıa and who 15 credi-
ted ıth the restoration of the church ere in 1276 Extensive
uildıng actıvıty al Lecceto between 1340 and 1345 1S connected O
the of the pr10rSs (HOovannı attısta Benıiıncasa da S1ıena and
(G1l0vannı dı Guccı da Sıena. galn, Cristofano, allıas Chriısto-
foro dı (HOovannı Landuccı1, lay brother al the end of the fourteenth
CEeNLUTY, became the designer and archıtect of the al that
monasterY, S{T1 andmark oday er MOs S1X centurIies. In another
STi1 later CaSC, MaYy SCC the hand and imagınatıon of ar1ı1ano da
Genazzano, priıo0r of Lecceto in 1489, iın the design of the NC refec-
LOTY, dormiıtory and logg1a He Was the VICar general of the Lecceto
congregatıon in 1483 42

The kale1doscopic varıety of stylıstıc influences 1C thıs
artıcle chronologically, end In the thır-
teenth CeNtLUrYy when the practical fornıs and 1919  < aSpeCTSs of the French
Gothıc style ıth ıts SCTEIIC sımplicıty, dırectness, and ack öf adorn-
ment 18 penetrate Corneto Tarquınia in the southern confines of
the aremma and eventually Central aly However, when the
characterıstics of all vaulted Cistercı1an buildıngs WEeTC adapted by
0Ca uılders, ıt 1S reasonable ASSUIllE that they looked uUuDON
squared presbyteries sympathetically and ıth famılıarıty SINCEe 8
them ıt Was already deja
Conclusion

hıs analysıs has spanned almost half mıllennıum of archıtec-
tural influences In rural of JTuscany ıth specı1al regard lıttle
known eremuitıical establıshments ese influences precede those
Sal standıng Gothıic archıtectura rema1ıns, 1C ATIc dıstınguishable
under the Baroque disgu1se of SOTINC Augustinıan establıshments The
CONVEISCHNCC of stylıstıc and archaeologica facts OW a_
polate lıttle known phases of the development, influences, Hie. func-
tı1o0n, and of eremiıtıical establiıshments In the ımly-lıt earlıer
centurIles. Because of the lack of hıstorical Oocuments, uncertaıinty
re1gns A4Ss far dS SO-Calle' “Augustinıan Prehistory” 1S concerned. 1S

1242 cf. Hackett, “Cinque erem1, ” 61
42 1bıd., S
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there that archaeology INaYy shed 1g that partıcularly obscure yeLl
iımportan per10d when specıfic Lype of archıtecture developed.

urıng thıs time fascınatıng melee of influences derived from
the Near ast the survıval of eremitical MOvements flowıung from the
SOU mostly hrough Rome along ıth those influences comıng
irom northern Merovingı1an and Carolingian features W as translated
into 0Ca 1ıdıoms Dy 0Ca IMNasONs, INan y of whom WOTE members of
monastıc communıitlies. hus the archıtecture of the ermitages al that
time became crossroads for Varı0ous mMOovement The archıtectural
revıval of the e1ghth and nın centurlies reated profoun changes in
church archıtecture 16 conformed 18 the eccles1astıical renovatıo of
the papa ese per10ds WCIC ecrıitical for the evelopment of
early eremitical Stiructures

The stylıstıc influences eremuitical churches from rng1d
conservatıve adherence eremitical i1deals and rural sımplıcıty
surprisingly eiicate refinements. ese dıfferent trands dIC inter-

into T1IC complex that it 1S dıfficult determıne e_
sentatıve samplıng that CONVCYS ıts flavor and varıety hus the 1n-
fluences AIC detectable nNOT only in 0Ca rural developments but in the
constructions of hermitages ell 1716 examınıng these straıns,
ONC must gel accustomed opposing VIEWS and aCCept many-sıded
approac the phenomenon ıth the result that unrelated expla-
natı1ons accepte sıde by sıde.

ome features WOGTIC COININON in the early Stiructures ese
features AIc ST1 visually dıstınguıshable oday ın the ruıns in the
buıldıngs, where they WeEeTC incorporated into the construction. All of
them, before they became syntheses of dıfferent archıtectura Curren({Ss,
sShow that they or1g1nated irom sımple box-churches sıngle navata,
sıde alsles OT chapels, squared endings (some ıth and SOTINC wıthout
Crypts), and probably Öf timber or1g1ın before gradually eing CONVEOI-
ted into What 18 charaecterıstic of ese early sanctuarılıes 1s that
ere Was SCarcıty of decoratıon the acades and in the interlors.
Most of the MasONTLY 15 roughly ewn nstead of the finely cCN1Isele:
stonework of the ater phases. In the eremuitical churches traces
yetr detectable of the battle that developed wıthın CENLUCY between
plastıcısm and chromatıcs in church decoratıon. I he few prıimıtıve,
cshould SdY, humble decoratiıons WCIC 1ımıted {O SOTILIC SLOOPS,
esenes, 1168 and mouchettes (some of IC INaYy ave already
elonge: the Gothıc phase) Reused, however, in the ex{ phases of
uıldıng per10ds WeiIC SOTIIC remarkably preserved purlıns and in
the inter10rs.
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Nonetheless, the CONVEISCNCC of hypothetically synchronıized
factors archaeological, hıstorıcal, and stylıstıc reveals archıtectural
inspıratıons irom Varıo0ous SOUICES The rural churches aTrec sometimes
unpretenti0us Coples of lıttle known OoONument iın Rome and er
places. The ground plans reveal insplıratiıons irom far dWdYy places
interesting Crossroad of archıtectural influences. Sınce, however, MOST
hermitages WeIC aSsSOC1ated ıth9 the PTOCCSS of Tans-
m1ss1ıon of these influences mMust remaın argely conJjectural. The
austere, pıcturesque, dense orests and almost inaccessı1ıble rocky
he1ights MSINg above the mountaın SOTSCS played role In selecting
SItes and efinıng the holy man’s relatıonshıp G0d ese WEIC

places where the search for and posıtıve attractıon of natural beauty
and ıdyllıcally cheltered SOl1tude dominated. ese WEeIC sanctuarıes
where the spırıt of Chrıistianıity gradually superseded ancıent behefs in
the supernatural and where SOl1tude inspıred deep rel1g210us eelıngs.
The chffs, forests and 1ıld M vers offered the opportunıty for remark-
able unıon of nature and archıtecture ıth INanYy dıfferent levels of
contrastiıng extiures hus the plcturesque, essenti1al {O z00d archıtec-
ture In later centurIles, Wäas pıoneered by eremuiıtical archıtecture and
kındled the burnıng desire sustaın CoOontInuoOous COoMMUNI1ON ıth
God

Vıllanova G
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