
“CARITAS, AMICITIA, AND THE READER!
f _Paulinus of Nola’s Reception of Augustine’s

arlyor

Pauliınus of Nola’s reception of Augustine’s early works stands
watershed in Augustine’s CZEG writer. Not only be-

Augustine recogniızed in Paulıinus the kınd of reader he WOU
ave for hıs works, but also because Paulınus WOUuU become Instru-
mental In the dıssemınatıion of Augustine’s works. How Paulınus
Caillec play thıs role 1S the subject of hat ollows The PIOCCSS 1Ss
relatıvely sımple OC And it revolves around notions of carıtas, the
bond of ı1stıan unıty, and Paulinus’s solıcıtations be invıted into
Augustine’s irıendshıip. Ihe early correspondence‘ between Paulinus
of ola and Augustıine sıgnal the CHMECTISCMNCC of Augustine into the
wıder WOT. of Chrıstian dıscourse, beyond the 1arTOW confines of
Roman 1ICA: ıth iımplıcatıons for Augustine’s internatıional stature,
the expansıon of hIs readıng publıc, and h1is reputatıon. Paulinus WT
hI1s Ep Alypıus (=Augustine, Ep 24) after Paulinus had rece1ved

gıift from Alypıus contaınıng fıve 00 wriıtten by Augustine.
Several etters WOU SOOoN follow For the PUTDOSCS of thıs9 1ll
focus Augustine, ED (=Paulınus, ED 3 wrıtten ypıus and
Epp Z Zl and exchanged between Augustine and Pauliınus.

Augustine the Wrıter
We ave long become accustomed Augustine’s VOI-

whelmiıng in the ate fourth and early CENLUTY that ll 1s
CasS Y 18 overlook hat turn of events Paulinus of Nola’s reception of
Augustine’s early works contrıbuted Augustine’s d wrıter
and the Cultlıvatıiıon of Augustine’s readıng audiıence beyond Afrıca
True., Augustine had always had of readers for HIS works. hıs
much Can be sa1d about the Cassıcı1ıacum dıalogues: all of them, ıth
the eXception of the Soliloqguia, WTG dedicated specıfic 1iNd1v1duals
Contra Academicos Romanı1anus, De heata Vıta Manlıus Theodo-
[US, and De ordine {O Zenobius (the recıplent also of Augustine’s ED
2)

For Augustine’s etters refer throughout COCSEL 34' and 34* have adopted
the following translatıon. Augustine: Letters, 'ans Sister Wiılfrid Parsons, Ihe Fa-
thers of the Church, vol (Washington, Catholıc Universıty of Amerıica Press,
195 Henceforth 127
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IThe works egan completed In the immediate post-baptısma
per10d (De moribus ecclesiae catholicae, De libero arbitrio 1, De
quantıtate anımae) do nNnOTL contaın anı y dedicatory epistles 1ke Contra
Academicos, De ordine, and De heata Vıta. By the time Augustine
returned Jagaste and ettled into h1s retırement, he had identified
the Manıchaeans. hıs former co-relıg10n1sts, the Pr1MaAarYy focus of
hıs work. SO in 1UuonNn hıs OW tudıes he persuade those
who WCIC Manıchees WeTiIC sympathetıc Manıchaean eachıng.
Hıs De (renes!i CONLFra Manıiıchaeos g1Vves indicatıon of CI1CI-

SINg ciırcle of riendly readers who alsoO inspıred hım wriıte. The
audiıence for the MOST part 1S 0Ca Augustine completed h1is De VEeETd

religione in 30() {O fulfıl promıiıse made hI1s friıend Romanılanus.
ere ATC indıcatıons that Augustine’s works had rece1ved al y
circulatıon beyond the provıncıal confınes of Roman1i

Augustine’s forced ordınatıon al 1ppo-Regıius ın 391 SUSSCS-
ted the CINCISCHNCC of wıder audıence, In s far he had become
publıc i1gure. But 1ppo Was nNnOoTt the place he WOU ave EXpeCIE
make h1ıs reputatıon In the atholıc WOr. 11 that had een part of hıs
calculatıon when he returned t: Afrıca The people of 1ppo seemed
acutely of thıs, constrummg hIs al eır ofte Dy acclamatıon
d sıgn of h1ıs dıspleasure UE eing chosen for owly communıty
theirs

Beyond both 1ppo and Tagaste, ere W as arthage, and that
of devout souls who gathere: around Aurehus the bıshop. Here

1s where Augustine s wıder audıence begıns CMCISC. Ihrough hI1s
OW efforts Augustine WOU ave the Center of gravıty of the Afrıcan
church perched aX1IS between 1ppo and arthage. The eccle-
s1astıcal councıl held al 1ppo in 3073 under the auspıces of Aurelus of
arthage W ds ın part acknowledgment of Augustine s influence
GV al thıs early in h1s eccles1astıcal (a C661 He had al] but
called the councıl (see Augustine, Ep 22.4) When he hıs
EXpostitio quarundum propositionum epistula apostolı ad Romanos
In 304 he claıms {O ave egen putting together the frunts of CONVEI-
Sat10ns he had had ıth SUTILNC of the TOLtLNers ın arthage Retrac-
fatiıones The request from the TOtNers that he putL into wrıting
the ANSWEeEeTIS he had provıde theır questions er they had read the
Epistle the Komans together cshows the CINETISCHNCC of part of
Augustine’s readıng publıc. In ILaNnnNeT sımılar the eENCOUragemMeENtT
he rece1ved wriıte hıs De (Jenesı CONIra Manichaeos, Augustine’s
resourcefulness Was 11O en for granted He had become doctor,

Augustine mentions thıs In Sermo 555
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eachıng authorıty for the Catholıc cCommunıtıes of Carthage, 1ppoO,
Jagaste and ose cıtles affıl1ated In SUOTIMNC WaYy ıth the cırcle of
Aurelius of Carthage.

Augustine’s cırcle of readers also NCcCIude Ose whom UguS-
tine hımself cultıivated hıs undoubtedly broadened the boundarıes of
h1s readershı1p, an INaYy be note in the fforts he made send hıs
wrıtings ONC Caelestinus Caelestinus INaYy INaYy NOT ave solı-
cıted them He had rece1ved the works., it AaDPDCAIS, because eıther he
had promısed Augustine expecte hım be crıtical reader. The
overwhelmıing impression ONE gels 15 that Augustine sought from
Caelestinus COmMMEent and critic1sm. In Letter 18, Augustine emande:
that hıs 00 be returned SOON poss1ıble. 0Ug Augustine
egan the letter Dy eXpressing hıs of ongıng for Caelestinus,
460h how wısh COU spea ıth yOU al length, Augustine SOOoN
urne!: {O demand hıs [010)

have wriıtten yOUu and had ANSWEeT. sent YOU 00 agaınst
the Manıchaeans the ONECS had 1nıshe and corrected but ave
NOT had aAMn Y indıcatiıon of yOUTF Impress1on of them OT YOUTF eritic1sm of
them So, NO must ask them back and yOUu mMust send them back

ask YOU do al ONCEC, wıth yOUrnfor especılally want
know what yOUu make of wrıtings, and what YOU 1n 1s needed

WCaDON for overthrowıng that fallacıous belıef.®
What AdIc the 00 Augustine has in mınd here? ertamly the

first work agaınst the Manıchaeans W as the De MOrIDUS ecclesiae
catholicae that he egan SOON after hıs baptısm In 387 He WOUuU NOtL
tiınısh ıts Companıon plece, the De moribus Manichaeorum undu 389,
after hıs retiurn T1ICa 1Io speak of °books agaınst the Manıcheans”

that Augustine had In mınd al least the De MOFrLDUS ecclesiae
catholicae and eıther the De (Grenesi CONIFra Manichaeos O the De
moribus Manıchaeorum both TIhe De VEeETrd religione Was nOL, strıct-
1y speakıng, agalınst the Manıchees.

T10T Paulinus’s„Augustine’s Output Can be racked
along lıne mostly shaped by the ex1igencles of hıs Afrıcan locatıon.
Between hıiıs forced ordınatıon in 301 and hıs retireat al Tagaste unı
Easter 307 (Ep 21 4) Augustine dıd 191011 COMLDOSC anı y Hc  S works. De
utilitate credendi, he MOST certamly after Easter 392 when he
returned 1ppoO TESUME HIS posıtion dS prıes Later that YCAal,
28th August, he partıcıpated In publıc dısputation ıth Fortunatus.
the Manıchee. The following yYCar OUuUnN:! hım speakıng al the Councıl

Augustine, ED I8 1 34', 45) 12 423
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of 1ppoO (De fide el symbolo), and in 304 he WOU wriıte h1is tudıes
both Paul’s Epistle the Galatıans and the Romans. The

interests and CONCECINS of the 0Ca communitlies prevaılled. Augustine
Was readıng Paul alone and in the COMPDANY of other Trothers at 1ppoO
and Carthage.

S1ıgnificantly, there AIc indıcatıons of an Y Prev10OuUSs eccle-
s1astıcal beyond ose of Roman Afrıca Paulınus surprıised
hım It 1s also noteworthy that there H indıcatıons of al y ep1Ss-
tolary Con between Augustine and Ambrose Sıimplicıanus and
the 1rs letter he rece1ved from Pauliınus of ola hıs makes Pau-
lınus’s gesture all the IMNOTEC remarkable for the prospects it intimated.
Interestingly, Augustine WOU inıtlate hIs OW CONLAC 1ıth Jerome
OoOu the Sallle time that Paulinus Camnlec h1is attention. Jerome
probably dıd nNOoTLt know Augustine x1sted When Jerome compile hıs
1st of famous ICI in hıs De VIFLS ıllustribus, from the time of hrıst’'s
passıon the 140 yYCar of the re1gn of Theodosı1ıus, Jerome egan ıth
the apostle Peter and concluded ıth hımself. Augustine W as NnOT

the “famous men  27 hıs that late Jerome
NECW ex{i nothıng Ou Augustine h1is wrıtings. Jerome’s words
in h1s preface COU easıly putL off OSse 1ke Augustine who had een
eft Out o thıs ...  who  N who  22 In mıldly cantankerous mMO00d, Jerome
eiende': his cho1lces and OM1SS10NS. He dıd NOTL belıeve he had be
held accountable for obscure wriıters he NECW nothıng OoOu He had
TIE be comprehensıve. ose who remaıned hıdden cshould NnOL
ame hım for eIr obscurity.

IT. however. SOTINC of those who down the present continue wriıte
ave een passed OVCTI Dy in the present volume, they should
ame themselves rather than For irom what ave nOT read
COU NOL NOW the OMNCS who hıdıng theır OW wrıtings, and what
d perhaps known others remalıned unknown in thıs of
the earth Certainly, when they become illustri10us Dy theır wrıtings
they l not heave an Y deep sıghs because of an Y losses hrough
sılence.?

Kelly, Jerome: Hıs Life, Wrıtings, and Controversies London uck-
worth, 1/4

Saıint Jerome: On Ilustrious Men, Tans Ihomas Halton. The Fathers of the
Church, vol 100 (Washıington, Ihe Catholic Universıity of Amerıica Press,
IS
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Jerome had NOoTt read anythıng from Augustıine, and in al y CaAsSC,
Augustine W das 191011 ose who concerned hım hıs WOU SOONMN

change. Augustine’s Ep 28, C Jerome rece1ved, CVECNMN ıt
cırculated ıIn Afrıca, o1VveEs SOINEC indıcatıon of Augustine’s OW
into thıs wıder WOT Augustine wrıtes ın Ep 28 that he WeCS h1s
knowledge of Jerome’s physıca aAapPPCAraNCc® Alypıus, ..  NOW
blessed bıshop, but CVeEn hen WO: of the ep1scopate. ” Alypıus had
een Palestine and had had the opportunity SCC Jerome. The 1mM-

of yplıus’s Visıt Jerome has largely een overlooked,’
though it 1S erıtical for assessing how Augustine Camne to hıs
wıder WOT of Christian interaction and the emerg1ing debates and
controvers1es surroundıng Jerome and hIis critics.

The I1CAaSONS why Alypıus went Palestine AdIc NOT g1ven Dy
Augustine in Ep yplus’s VvIisıt undoubtedly brought hım into
cContact ıth aSspecCts of T1stan ulture in the ast that he COU only
ave ımagıned pr10r his pılgrıimage. We Can Surmıse that Alypıus
had wanted SCC Jerusalem, learn of Jerome’s work 1DI1Ca scho-
lar, perhaps bring back SOTIINC 00Kks, SCC Eastern monastıcısm for hım-
self, eic

Alypıus returned ome before Julianus Paulınus of Nola’s
emM1SSary visıted arthage. When Paulınus h1ıs 1rs letter {O
Alypıus, Alypıus W ds already bıshop. Dennıs TIrout wrıtes that
Paulinus inıtiated ontact ıth Jerome in spring early SUmMMer 304 ®
The letter from Paulinus Jerome 1S nOoTt exXxtant, but Jerome’s repILY,
Ep 53 1s5 Jerome nvıted Paulinus COMEC to Bethlehem, and offered
advıse the SOTIT of ıfe Paulinus should desire lıve and hat 1N:
of tudies WOUu a1d that 1ıfe AaDPDCAaTrs from Jerome’s that
Paulinus had as for guldance in interpreting scrıpture and dırection
In Oorganızıng h1s studies. Paulinus WOU wriıte second letter that
eiicıte repILYy in Jerome’s Ep BYy then Paulinus had made h1s
dramatıc renunc1latıon and had subsequently eing ordaıned. hether

NOT thıs had anythıng do ıth the advıce he rece1ved In Jerome’s
Irs letter 1s NOTL clear. What 1s clear 15 that hI1s choıice W ds 191011 exactly
Jerome’s recommendatıon. He professed the ıfe of monk, and yel
had also accepte ordınatıon into the priıesthood. In ONE
Paulıinus had cCompromıiısed hıs vocatıon monk, far Jerome
Wäds$s concerned, though the monk of Bethlehem went Out of h1is WaY

° Augustine, Ep DA 34 104) LZ. 93
( * Mark Vessey, “Conference and Confess1ion, ” 213
Dennı1ıs Tout, Paulinus of Nola: Life, Letters, An Poems (Berkeley: Unı1ivers1-

C of Calıfornia Press. 072
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commend Paulinus’s INannNeTr of 171e Jerome certainly had had INOTEC

lıyıng the ıfe of monk In Bethlehem But ıt W as Pauliınus’s
renunclatıon, not Jerome’s, that W as makıng the m1 of the
Roman arıstocracy.

Vıgıilantıus, Paulinus’s Courler the ast arrıved in Palestine in
spring 305 He WOUuU become embroılled ın the rıgenist CONtroVverSsy,
makıng Paulinus’s relatıonshıp ıth Jerome and the Eastern churches
somewhat terp1id. Is thıs hat urge Paulınus ook elsewhere for
fraternity” And why Aurelıus, Alypıus and Augustine? What dıd
Paulınus SE hat others in alYy had 1a(011 seen? Or dıd Paulınus sSımply
Cast hıs net wıde? TOU that er hIs nıtıal exchanges ıth
Jerome, Paulinus desiıred others of less SIrıden and strıngent vIiews.!°
ere INa Yy be somethıng {O thıs, though ıt oOu 111e
Jerome 0€Ss NO hıde hıs preferences in hıs [WO etters Paulınus, he
1S al hıs MmMoOst solıicıt1ous and deferenti1a The bıtıng wıt that Jerome
unleashes others 1S nowhere be oun in h1s 1IrsS [WO etters
Paulınus. Jerome 1(078 W as impressed Dy hat Paulınus had done, only
he wıshed Paulınus be INOTEC Oroug ın the dısbursment of h1s
property

In an Yy CaSCc, it W as Paulınus wh inıt1ated the Paulı-
usS’s  7 intentions INaYy ave varıed consıderably between hat he
expecte: irom Jerome who Was already ell establıshed and hat he
sought 1n Aurelıus, Alypıus, and Augustıine. Paulınus dıd nOoTt NOW
an Y of ese provıncıals. Hıs references the monastıc cCcCommunıties
al Jagaste, 1ppo-Regıus, and arthage o1ve indıcatıon of the Intro-
ductory nature of hıs knowledge of Augustine’s WOT. But Pau-
lınus entered Augustine’s WOT he WOU play ımportant role in
rıdging the dıstance that separate Augustine irom the aly ugus-
tine had abandoned few before Paulıinus WOU nOoTt only
become ONEC of the Tew people outsıde the confines of Roman
Afifrıca COMMLC into the pOossess1ion of Augustine s early works, he
WOU become the onduıt hrough 16 Augustine’s lıterary Output
OWEe:| outward toward alYy and beyond.

Jerome, ED 5 8
I () Dennıs Irout, Paulinus of Nola, 203, D

Kelly, Jerome, 192-194, LNOTEC cunnıng and calculatıon in Jero-
me ’s  C& rhetorıic 1n hıs [WO etters Paulinus than warranted.
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I1 Paulinus of ola and the Afrıcans
Before Paulinus’s ur Alypıus ıt 0€es NnOL AaDDCAaI that

Augustine had formed an Y notion of hım ere ATC indıcatıons that
Augustine mMaYy ave AT of Paulınus durıng the Miılanese per10d
16 Camne {O abrupt Cn when Augustine W das converted in
August 386 Alypıus hınts in ONC of hI1s etters that he had egr of
Paulinus’s Aallle al ılan, but hıs words alsoO that he dıd NnOT
NOW hım iın PCISON, When Paulinus emerged In the mıd 390s he dıd

wıtness of MOoOSstT astonıshing TOU begıns h1Is MOSstT
recent work Paulinus thus

In the YCar 394, probably at Barcelona sometime in the late SUTNINECT 0)8

autumn, the Chrıistian enator and noted poetL Merop1us Pontius
Paulinus renounced hıs secular past and hISs extensive properties
lıve for Chriıst rather than for the WOT Paulınus, then ın h1ıs early
forties, had been preparıng for the oment for SOIINC time. Some five

earlıer he had moved AaWaVY irom h1s estates and riends In
Aquıtaıine and retired wıth hIs Spanısh-born wiıfe, Therasıa, theır
properties south of the Pyrenees. oug increasıngly attracted
ascetic ideals and already engaged in the formulatıon of 3(>  < Chris-
t1an poetics, in paın Paulinus continued al first lıve the ıfe of
respectable arıstocratıic retreal, OT otıum ıberale, that he had known in
Aquıtaıine. In late 394, however, yıelded the forces that had been
pushıng hım toward rapture wıth hıs socı1al and intellectual past TIhe
spirıtual, emotıonal, and artıstic Journey of the Spanısh culm1-
nated in spectaculaire, sensatıonal rejection of the WOT. in
favor of monastıc callıng STü1 nascent in the empire’s Western PIO-
VInNces.

ave CI1ite: thıs exXiende: openıng paragraph In TIrout study
for the WaYy ın 1C it paınts in TOAQA| trokes the or1ginalıty
of Paulinus’s renunc1ation. As word of the ven spread, Irout’
dıfferent personalıties in the WOT of the ate Ou CENLUTY sought
claım Pauliınus’ STOTY exemplum for e1ir OW PUTDOSCS,
them mbrose, Jerome, and Augustine.” In Augustine’s Casc the
unfoldıng of the reception Can be racked ıth remarkable CUTAaCYV,
g1ven the etters exchanged between Paulinus and the cırcle of Ugus-
tine.

The extiant etters only g1ve portion of hat actually must
ave een exchanged, g1ven all the allusıons er etters that do
nNot POSSCSS. 1S NOTt aT'Y, however, follow Pıerre Courcelle’s

12 Dennis TOULtL, Paulinus of Nola,
1 3 1bıd., Vr  S
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elaborate conJjectures In order gaın SOTNC of how and hat
Augustine made of Paulinus and vice-versa.!* cshould also be note
that Paulinus INaYy ell ave SCCH thıs interaction In much wıder CON-
IEXT. AdSs involving cırcle of devout souls In Roman Afrıca who WEIC

gathere around Aurelius the bıshop of arthage. ere AT enough
references Aurelıus in Paulınus’s etters suggest that he 1(078 Wäas

part of thıs 1C cırcle 1C Paulinus had endeared hımself
sought tO belong.

Who inıtiated the correspondence depends the 16 W ONC
es how Paulınus partıcıpated in the dıssemınatıiıon of the
about h1is renunc1ı1ation. It 1S safe 18 Sa Yy hat not long PF the
happened ere WeTEC IUTINOTS of 1t, from hat gather firom ONC of
Augustine’s etters (EpD 31); 16 W as nOTt the first CVCNMN the
earlhest In the correspondence. Augustine dıd not ave 18 depend
OSse Paulinus inıt1ated the. sending etters seekıng
instruction and advıce. He sent Courlers earıng etters of introduction

monastıc Centers in the ast and bıshops In orth Afrıca
Julıanus, the Courler Paulinus sent arthage, WOU CVECN-

tually meetl Alypıus.”” ulıanus returned Paulıinus ıth letter from
Alypıus Paulınus’s Ep (=Augustıne, Ep 24) ollowe: uDON
Julianus’s vVisıt. Paulınus escCrY1De yplus’s letter “fTilled ıth the
1g of YOUr sanctıty that seemed nNOTt much 18 learn 18
recogn1ze yOUIL love for u SINCE doubtless that love flows from Hım
who chose usSs ıIn Hım before the foundatıon of the WOTr. In whom
WEIC made before WEIC born, because He made and nOoTt
ourselves, who made also hat 1S 18 be 297 16

Paulınus continued, in Janguage of almost classıc predestinarıan
eology: “ Formed therefore Dy Hıs foreknowledge and W
lıkeness of 1ll and unıty of An al of unıty, AL Joined Dy

love 1Ic has precede acquaıntance, that, before actually
meeting, ave known each other Dy the revealıng force of the
pırıt  27 1/ hıs pastıche of 1DI1Ca continues.

We g1ve thanks, therefore, and reJo1ce In the Lord, because, eing
ONEC and the SaINe, He produces Hıs love iın Hıs OW.  , everywhere
the earth, Dy the operatıon of the Holy Spirıt, whom He out
all flesh by the Stiream of the M ver, makıng Joyful Hıs CILY,

14 Pıerre Courcelle, Les Confessions de Saıint Augustin dans Ia tradıtiıon litteraire.
Antecedents el Posterite arıs Etudes Augustiniennes, 559-607/7

1 5 Dennis Irout, Paulinus of Nola, 101
‘° Augustine, ED 3 } 347 73) 1 E
| / Augustine, ED 2A4 342 12
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whose cıtizens He has sel YOU the apostolıc Sseal, ASs leader,
wıth the princes of Hıs people, and has lıfted us also who
WeTiTC Cast down, and has raı1sed the needy firom the earth, and
de1gned enrolIl them in yOUT band.'®

Carthage Julıanus had een privileged meeftl Aurelhus the
bıshop. Already Pauliınus perce1ved arthage, JTagaste and 1ppoO
the ree Centfers of confraternity collegıum of clerıcs. He W ds
aNX10US be NcCcIude: Alypıus had requested CODY of work by Eu-
sebhlus that he escCrIY1DEeE d dealıng ıth recent OT CONtemporary events
(historia temporibus). hıs g1Vves the ADDCATANCEC that ere W ds al-
ready SOTINC cContact between Alypıus and Pauliınus pr10r Paulinus’s
1rs letter {O Alypıus Paulınus claıms not 18 ave een able comply
ıth the request made of hım Dy Alypıus because he dıd nNOTt ave the
volume ıth hım OWEeVer ..  at YOUTr suggest1on, looked for ıt al
Rome and OUuUnNn: ıt ıth OUT relatıve, Domn10o, that holy INan, who
doubtless oblıged the INOTEC readıly because sald ıt Was for yOou. ””

Dıd Domnı1o already know Alypıus OT had he COTMNC know of
Alypıus only er Pauliınus rece1ved Julhanus back irom Carthage”?

that Alypıus Was relyıng hıis prev10us in Rome, and
had apparently gıven descr1ıption of [WO people ın Rome whom
Paulinus COU turn for help ın havıng the work copled. Alypıus had,
er all, eing in Rome pr10r Augustine’s arrıval there in 3830 and
had served iın capacıty iın 1C he COU ave 00 copled al less
CADECNSC 1T he had wanted (Confessions 6.10 16) Alypıus had made
the request for Eusebius’s work al the SdI1le time that he SAaVC Jul1anus

collection of Augustine’s 00 Alypıus suggested Julhianus that
the work COU poss1ıbly be ODiaıne in KRome, probably because
Alypıus already NC W that ıt W as in cırculatıon there Paulınus
acknowledges followıng hrough yplus’s suggestion. He oun
CODY of the work ın the pOSsess10nN of ONC of h1s relatıves. Paulinus
went far ave the work brought Carthage for Alypıus

As yYOUu had old where yYOUu WOU be, YOU advısed,
that venerable member of yOUI circle. OUT Tather Aurelıus, and as
hım, if yYOU should be stayıng al 1ppoO Regı1us, be kınd send
OUT etters yYOUu there, and also the manuscrı1pt copıed al arthage.
We aSs those holy INCN, Exodius and Comes, whom recognızed
Dy theır OW kındness and yOUTL descrıption, do the Copyıng PCISON-
ally, that OUT relatıve Domnı10o WOUuU not have be wıthout h1ıs

| X Augustine, ED 241 34', /4) 1 ' 66-6 /
19 Augustine, ED 24 3 34 /75) 1 $ 68
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volume LO0 long, and yYOUu COUuU keep the ONC sent yOU, wıthout the
necessity of returnıng it 20

hıs exchange of00 had of COUITISC een inıti1ated Dy Alypıus
who, In the IL1LanNnnNeT of dıssemınator of Augustine’s works, had sent
five 00 of Augustine’s Paulinus ıth Julianus. Paulinus had
golten INOTEC than he COU ave ımagıned. “We ave rece1ved,
specı1al sıgn of yOUr love (dilectionis) and regard (sollicitudinis), the
work, complete in five ooks, of that holy INan perfecte in the ord
hrıst, OUT brother Augustine, and admıre and o0k 1t that

belıeve 1t W as ıvinely inspıred (ut dictata diuinitus).” O_
ene: Paulinus “ventured wriıte 18 hım, ıng for oranted that yYOU
ıll make DA ULHSCS for OUT inexperience and recommend hıs love,

also all the saınts.”?! Jul1anus had NOTt encountered Augustine.
Paulınus WOU nNOT wailt long introduce hımself Augustine
(Augustine, Ep Z 10 that he had in hıs pOSSeEsSsS1ON the works of
Augustine that Alypıus had sent along Paulinus Was equally anX10uUs

NOW ou Alypıus and the CIrCcumstances surroundıng hıs
Convers10on, and sought other storl1es of worldly renunc1lation. The
[CasSONS INa Yy be dıfficult dıscern, but urmıiıse Cal be made.
Paulinus wanted COMPATC stor1es, ıt seemed. He sought others of
1ke mınd and vocatıon who COU be COompanıons along the “narrow
path” of renuncı1ation he had chosen.

In (MIC of hIs etters hıs longtime frıiend Sulpicıus SEeverus (
363-420). Paulinus explaıned the INalnlnNer of hıs ıfe Severus In
unmıstakable terms, al time when It aAaPPCATs that Severus Was havıng
rouble explaınıng hımself others who OoOun CIr renuncılations
troubling. O0 wrıte that yYOU AIc takıng palns explaın COUTSEC
and y OUT OWN, Paulinus observed.* hat 111 YOU do 1f yOU faıl

persuade the INeN wh ıth yOUu Oou work, nOoTt for
theır instruction but for yYOUr destruction? i YOU 11l us and
then YOU 111 STOW pale, though yYOUu AdIcC defending
Dıslodged irom yOUT posı1ıtıon, yOUu 111 tumble the WaYy of the
Lord, and slıp back from heaven and earth, HGE YOUu destroy hat yOUu
ave built.” 23

A Augustine, Ep 74 %3 SE 79) T2. 68
Augustine, Ep DA 34 74) 12. 67

22 Paulınus, Ep: 29, 4 The Letters of St. Paulinus of Nola, translated
and annotated by Walsh, Ancıent Christian rıters, vol ( Westminster,
The Newman Press, 31 Henceforth A€)  S

24 Paulınus, Ep 29, 4 Al}  S I6 3137
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Severus W ds$S ave doubts about hat Was at STa OSse
who pretended CAatre deeply about hım wonder oOu h1ıs
renunc1ı1atıon of the WOT WEIC be tolerated 1ke wıthın
ne’s  2 household

The identity of the Inquırers whom yOUu Must render AaCCOUNT
reatly ffects the 1SsSue. IT INan In CaAaBCINCSS learn and
admıts hıs 1gnorance, sprinkle uDON hım the seed of the al reveal

commandment. If he embraces the word, thou has gaıned
brother for the Church and sheep for Christ But the bud 16
Sprouts from the g00d seed INAaYy be imperfect. f the of OUT

eavenly Master has cockle Dy nıg amongst the wheat, the
pPerN1C10Us and the barren CIOD 111 ave be separated from
the g00d produce al the time of the harvest... If YOUI inquırer 1S such,
avOo1d hım and keep hım AaWaY from YOUTr cConversatıon and yOUT sıght,

that ıf he CannoTL be healed Dy y OUT al he INAaYy noTt wound yOU Dy
hıs ack of it 24
Paulınus advıses Severus ‘6t0 realıze hat YOUu AIc ongıng for

when yOUu seek (O render aCCount 190910 such these unbelıe-
vers. ” It should NOT be surpris1ıng, then, hat importance Paulinus
attache ose who WeTC bıshops ıIn the church He commended
Alypıus ın his offıce VCI the Lord’s pasture ..  as
WatchiIu shepher keeping unsleeping guard. ” Paulinus wanted
NOW LNOTEC though, and avered that “by yYOUTFr renunc1latıon of the
WOTr. (abdicatione saecult) and repudıiatıon (repulsa) of esh and
00 yYOUu ave made yourse desert (desertum), where yOUu ATC

separate: from the INanNVY, but called the few.”” 27 Paulinus INaYy
not ave known much ou ypl1us’s past, but he seemed to
from hat had een elated hım by Julı1ıanus and irom yplus’s
letter hım SOTINC of hat yplus’s CiIrcumstances prıes
WEETIE He PICSSCS for INOTEC detaıls, addıng PrOVISO that seemed
ralse the iımportance of ypıus’s OW ıfe {O the eve of the general
hıstory of the church ıtself. In return far the gıft of Eusebius’s hro-
nıcle (de CUNCTLLS femporibus historiam) he W das havıng copıed for
Alypıus, he expecte be offered hıstory of Alypıus Vita Alypıi
(fuae sanctitatis historiam) In for the histor1iam

ask ONEC ıng of YOU, SInNCe yOUu ave tilled wıth such love
of YOU, unworthy dAS and NOT darıng hope for C: honor,

24 Paulinus, Ep 29, 4 Al  S _
25 Paulınus, Ep 2 C} 5 AC  < 1,
© Augustine, Ep 2A2 34*.75) I 67
Pa Augustine, ED 24.) 34753 1 C 6/-68
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that, in for thıs general history, yOUu WOU g1ve the detaıls of
YOUI OW hiıstory, such what EACE AIcC you? from what home‘?
and called Dy lord, setl by what impulses from yOUL
mother’s womb, dıd YOU z OVCI the mother of the SONS of God,
reJo1cıng ın her offspring, by renouncıng flesh and 00 and hOW
WEIC YOU admıtted the roya. and sacerdotal Rı QÄw 28

Paulınus O€es not hıde that fact that these questions reveal hım
al h1is mMoOst CUFr10USs and perhaps SVn intrus1ve, though he mphıes that
thıs 1S somewhat CONsoNant ıth yplus’s OW desıire establısh
hat SOTT of 1ıfe Paulinus mMaYy ave had al 1ı1lan pr10r yplus’s
OW arrıval ere Paulınus LO0 11O to NOW 1f Alypıus W as
converted under Ambrose “I admıt that somewhat CUr10uUs {O
learn hat YOU hınted al iindıng Out about the amne of OUT lowliness al
ı1lan when yOUu 1Irs went ere, for indeed, should 1ke know yOUu
wholly, and should 1n ıt 1S matier of personal JOY 48 yOU WEeTE
rece1ved into the al Dy OUT worthy father mbrose, E CVEN COIl-

secrated the priesthood Dy hım, for then should SCCIN ave the
SAamllec father ın (30d.” As Paulinus WOU 18 claım, he traced hıs
OW priestly lıneage 8 mbrose, 131011 because he had een converted
under Ambrose OT made priest Dy hım, but because ‘6I ave een
nouriıshed in the al by CONSLaAN love of Ambrose and 110  <

supporte: by hım in the prıesthood.” Paulınus pomnts Out that he Was

aptıze Dy Delphınus al Bordeaux ..  and ordaıned prıest, suddenly, by
the of popular demand, af Barcelona Dy Lampius.” 31 And
althoug he lıves in Varlous places, Paulınus claıms that Ambrose
COUNLTS hım h1s priests (IDSIUS presbyter censear).

How SOON Alypıus Calllec NOW of Paulinus’s er hıs
forced ordınatıon In Barcelona 25n December 1s 191011 clear
irom an Y of the extant etters Paulinus assumed Alypıus NEeEW almost
nothıng, hence the m1ını bıography ou where he W das aptıze and
ordaıned. Paulıiınus’s 1IrsS letter Was sent when Paulınus Was longer
in Barcelona, where he had een made priest. Ihe letter or1g1inates
irom hIs COUNLCY estates In Campanıa, Cal enough Rome for Pau-
Iınus be able look for Eusebilus’s work hıs ri1ends and
relatıves.”

28 Augustine, ED 244 34', 76) 12 68-69
29 Augustine, Ep 244 34', 76) 1 '
4() Augustine, ED 74 4 34r 76) 1 E

Augustine, ED 24 4 34' 76) K 2:
42 TOUL, Paulınus of Nola,

Ibıd., 116
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Now in Campanıa, Pauliınus reclaıms hıs 1n {O Ambrose For
al] of Ambrose of eccles1iastıical polıtıcs, ıt 1S CUr10uUSs how hıttle
he recognized in Augustine hat the professor of rhetoric
would become. Ambrose advertised Paulinus’s CONversiıon and n_
c1l1atıon.°“ ere 1s evidence that Ambrose SA W such drama iın
Augustine’s CONVersi1o0n ıIn August 3806 and hıs baptısm al FKaster 38 /
Augustine had rece1ved hıs baptısm under Ambrose alrıg. But there
1s hardly word firom Ambrose 18 suggest that Augustine stood Out
from those who CaImne {O Ambrose for direction.° So perhaps
Augustine Was sSımply ON of the INanYy. Once Augustine left 1lan
that WOT Was apparently ost hım ell Paulinus had Cast h1is
net wıde in hıs attempt {O enter into the frıendship and Iraternıty of the
Afrıcans. For Augustine, who had turned h1s back much that
ecCcKone in the arıstocratic cırcles in ılan. Paulinus’s Overture COUuU
nNnOoTt ave een INOTITC surpr1sıng. And for wriıter ST1 tryıng 116 fınd
crıitical readershıp Paulinus’s COU nOoTt ave een INOTE

tiımely.
Wıth penchan for 1DI1Ca allusıon and symbolısm, Paulinus

quickly TEW the boundarıes of fraternal charıty. sıng the language
of the on of love, Paulınus laımed communıty of TOLtNers and
riends bonded by Christ’s love (carıtas), though he had a1d CYCS

Alypıus an Y members of the cırcle of Aurelıus of arthage.
Paulinus COU AdSSUTNeE all thıs because, he put 1t, the love 4 ( d
1n “SI0ows from Hım who chose before the foundatıon of the
WOTr. in whom WeTC made before WEIC born, because He
made us and not ourselves, who made also hat 1s be” Pau-
lIınus’s cıtatıon OT Ephes1ans 174 an salIm 99 2 ere almost
antıcıpate the eme ıth IC Augustine WOUuU  7  a&  d ater egın hıs
Confessions. Paulinus also approached Alypıus In the gulse of NDNECW
and unteste': member of the roya LACC of Christ’s priests. hat OD
nıtıon lowed Paulinus underscore hıs OW unworthiness
neophyte compared O Alypıus Alypıus.1s the saınt, Pauliınus the to1ller
who seeks hIis help

That yOUu INaYy know everythıng about II  > YOU MUST know that
long-standıng sınner, not long dDO brought Out from darkness and
the cshadow of ea that ave TeatNe: the spırıt of h1is life— gıving

34 Ambrose, Ep 58 1-3 8 E 80-181) TOutL, Paulinus of Nola,
35 Neıl McLynn, Ambrose of Milan: Church An Court In Christian Capital

(Berkeley: Uni1versıty f Calıfornı1a Press, 66-68, Ambrose’s claıms Ou
those who aine from Afrıca be consecrated Dy hım

36 Augustine, Ep DA 34', F3 Z
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alr, that have nOot long AYO putL hand the plow and taken
the of the Lord, and hope be helped Dy YOUTF DIayCIs
PCISCVECIC the end.?
“ Vısıt by yOUrL etters (uLSIta litteris [UAS), he writes, ..  and

ead forth into the lıght In 1C yOUu lıve P  77 38 Paulinus SUOCS
conclude hıs letter by mentioning h1ıs affection for the TOtLNers
gathere iın the monastıc communitlies al arthage, Tagaste, 1ppO
Regıius, and ..  1n all YOUI parıshes.” How much of these sıtes WeTC

merely place Paulınus 1S nNnOoTt clear, ıf In fact Jul1anus had
only visıted Carthage Paulinus dıd 1a(011 want {O leave aMn yONC Out SO
NnOT Just OSse monks parıshes mentioned but ..  1ın fact; in al] the
places known yYOUu throughout TICA. where they the ord d
Catholics.’ Paulinus 18 create of atholıc COTININUN-

ıty know 27  you “Vısıt through YOUTr letters,” eic The etters
WOU duly COINC

1881 Paulinus and Augustine: Carıtas and Amaiucitila
Paulinus’s ED Augustine =Augustine, Ep 25) WOU

tollow SOON a  eT. In ate 395, MOSst lıkely before wınter 95/396.*9
er the salutatıon, Paulinus’s letter egan ıth [WO ımportan words:
Cartıtas Christt.. er WOU be mistakıng hat mot1ivated aul1l-
uS’s  7 desıire for irıendship. Paulınus proceeded the SdIlle po1In that
hıs PreV1OUS letter Alypıus had egun the on of fraternal
charıty which ex1isted between the unknown correspondents because
they WEIC unıted by the love of Christ in the unıty of cshared al
1DIiS. Pauliınus claıms, “lends confıdence sel asıde AW! of yOUu
wriıte VOU. : Paulinus emphasızed agaın h1ıs OW lowlıness
newly ordaıned clerıc. Paulinus 1O possessed the five 00 wrıtten
Dy Augustine that Alypıus had sent hım hrough Julianus. Pauliınus
WOU proceed spea. of eing OoOun Augustine al] the INOTE for
that ICason For the love of Chrıst °“hbınds yOU also {O in inner-
MOST 11bers, especlally hrough 0OSse works of 16 1910)]
ave In fıve books. ”” * The accolades egın Paulınus describes UuguUS-

$} Augustine, ED 24 .5 34'., 6-7 WZ:
C4} Augustine, Bp Z 34' TF) 12 69
30 Augustine, ED, 24.6 34° FI) 1 E
AU) Joseph Lienhard, Paulınus of Nola and Early Western Monastıcısm (Köln-

onn Peter Hansteın Verlag, 189
Augustine, 0) 2 34' 78) I2

4° Augustine, 20 - 1 34 78) 1 E} 70277
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tine’s 00 “overflowıing ıth scholarly authorıty and wee 1ıth
eavenly honeycomb-medicine and nouriıshment for soul.” * The
gıft from Alypıus 15 NnOT only instruction for Paulınus, but “SOT the
profit of the Church In Man Y cities. “ ıthout CVECNMN eıng as. Pau-
lınus had indicated h1s desire to spread the “word accordıng
Augustine.” As if suggest that he Sa  < Augustine d hıs master, C}
and gu1de, Paulınus that "these, then, AIc the 00 NO ave

read (nunc Iibros lectioni habeo), ın ese fınd pleasure, from
hem take LOOd, nNOoTt that AC perıishes, but that 4 0 produces the
substance of everlastıng ıfe K  a Paulinus WOUu speak ın
catena of 1DI1Ca cıtations and allusıons, al] portray UuguS-
tine UNCOMMON gift the church unıversal:

rue salt of the earth, whereby OUrTr hearts AfIe preserved agalnst the
wıckedness of the world! 12 worthily placed uUuDON the candlestic
of the Church, fed wıth the o1] of gladness from the seven-Tol lamp,
g1ving OT'! 1g atholıc cıtles far and NCAL, hOow yOUu dispel the
dense darkness of heretics and Dy the force of yOUTr Tiıllıan language
free the 1g of truth from the clouds of darkness!“*®
After praisıng Augustine dSs the 1g of the church expelling Dy

hıs brilliance the darkness of heresy, Paulınus SUCS spea. about
how much he already thınks he knows Augustine because of the
readıng of h1ıs books

You SCC, beloved brother, esteemed and looked in Christ OUT
Lord, how intımately NOW YOU, wıth what respect admıre YOU,
wıth what love embrace YOU, d ally reJo1ce In the
of y OUI 00 and teed the breath of YOUT mouth Rıghtly do call
yYOUT mouth p1pe of lıyıng and the SOUTCE of unendıing
fount, because T1S has become in YOU fountaın of springing
u into ıfe everlasting.“’
Paulınus wrıtes OoOu h1s soul thırstıng parched ground,

desirıng {O be inebriated (Inebriarti) Dy the spring 16 preceeds from
Augustine (Iul fluminis).” Paulınus C the five 00 SEeNT by
Alypıus Augustine’s °Pentateuch agaınst the Manıchaeans.” And he
consıders hem the NECCSSATY WCaDONS he needs agaınst the enemıles of

45 Augustine, Ep A 34' 78) 2 73
Augustine, 0} 251 34° 78) Z 7

45 Augustine, ED D 34*. 78) LZ: 76
* Augustine, Ep 75 1 34' 79) 1 E} /1
4 / Augustine, ED Z S4 79) 1 C} *1
4X Augustine, Ep DA 34r 79) 12, 7R D
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the church “ You ave armed ell agalınst the Manıchaeans. “ He
asks for 1LNOTITC “lf YOU ave prepared er WCaDONS agaınst er CI1lC-

mles of the athOol1c al beg yYOUu supply ıth them from
YOUTL AIMMOTLY, and noTt refuse the of Justice, for OUT

9 who has QUuUSsan harmful arts, mMust be attacKe ıth
INanYy kınds of WCaPDONS he SCS SNATrcs agaınst us  27 For CONTITrO-
verslialıst, ese AL encouragıng words. For an Y wriıter of Augustine’s
sens1ıbılıties, Paulinus’s interest 1ın Augustine s wrıtings provıde

mot1ivation.
Augustine’s audıence 1S oOu INOVC beyond the provıncıal

confınes of Roman Afifrıca back the talıan maınland that he had
eserte': in 385 The almost YCaLS between Augustine s {O
Afrıca and Paulinus’s letter hım had SCCI1 Augustine hrough INalıy
changes. He had abandoned alYy and successftful Carcer in 1lan, the
sealt of the empıre. Now hıs wrıtings WEIC eing solıcıted Dy Ial
whose renunc1ations WEeEeTC cCausıng etir.>) Augustine had ear the
rumblıngs. He WOU NO embrace Paulınus In the INanNnnNeT of
admırer who COU ell ımagıne hat ıt must ave felt for Paulınus
em the path that he Was O

11 al thıs early In eır correspondence Paulinus STOO
much the admırer, ıt WOU NOTL be for long NO aAMOUNT of

Paulinus’s self-deprecation COU conceal the remarkable nature of hıs
renuncatıon and the exfent 1Augustine COUuU read in oOse
VETIY words Paulınus chose spea. of hıimself the of
Chrıstian practice Augustine had COMNC admıre. Paulinus’s g_
nıtıon and acknowledgment of h1ıs prevaılıng dıfficulties only
deared hım Augustine. 1Ie SOTINNC of Paulinus’s rhetoric
formulaıc, the style in i { he presented it COU NOT be diıscounted

easıly, ıf OIlC knew somethıng of the 1fe he had abandoned and the
11C  S 1fe he had embraced. galn, Pauliınus emphasızed the NECWNECSS of
hIs renunc1lations and ordınatıon, the VELIYy thıngs he had mentioned In
hıs letter Alypıus Once agaln, he speaks about needıing guldance,
eachıing, and PrayCIrS. And agaın he spe of theır COININON vocatıon.

If yOU consıder the offıce both hold (officıum cCommune), yOU AdIC

brother. but 1ın maturıty of mınd and experlence, YOU dIC father.
althoug in yOUu AIC YOUNSCI than I7 because hoary-halıred PIU-
dence has advanced YOU in YOUT youth the maturıty of OMNC who has
served in the ranks of the elders Warn 901  9 then, and strengthen in

49 Augustine, ED 257 34' 79) 2
5() Augustine, Ep Z 34° 79) 2
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sacred etters and spiırıtual studies HG  S born d d have saı1d
and inexperienced Dy TCason of long dangers and frequent sh1ıp-
wrecks YOUu who ave long taken yOUI stand SOl eart
ELV wıth VPCH IN that INAaY, ıf yOUu 1ll OW saıl
together 1Nnfto the OTr of salvatıon

Notice how sımılar es;p sentiments AI 0Sse expressed by
Augustine only e1g before 386 SUOIl after hıs CONVEIrS1ION
the epistolary introduction O hıs De heata VIıLA wrıtten at Cassıc1acum

the Milanese countrysıde 1Io Manlıus heodorus Augustine had
presented hımself sımılar PECISONA Not clerıc wrılıng
another clerıic but phılosophical dılettante wrılhNng seasoned
phılosophıcal mınd ıth the C  n that Theodorus WOU
become Augustine Augustine LO00 had appropriate the
language of saılıng 1N{Oo harbor when describing hIs CONVETITS1ION and
had assured EOdOTUS that ı1le he knew hI1s destinatıon, ere WEeIC
SÜ1 obstacles 18 ontend ıth

Augustine indıcatıon that Manlıus Theodorus accepte
the solıcıtatıon SO notwıthstandıng the PFalsc he heaped 1m I1 the
De ordine the desire to fınd hım the master who WOU gu1lde
Augustine tudıes seemed 18 ave remaıned unlılle' Augustine had
assumed that theır interests and eIr mutual attractıon
Ambrose preachıing Manlıus eOdOTUS W ds> the rıght PCrSON PIO-
1ıde eENCOUrAagEMENT and rıendly Cr1uc1smM of Augustıine phılo-
sophıca. tudies al Cassıcı1ıacum hat nothing ave COTMNC of
1{ that for all of Augustine opes Theodorus INaYy ave
hought dıfferently

Augustine InaYy ave misjudge the Milanese In Al y Casc HGE

Augustine etired hıs professorshıp and eturned Afrıca the Itahıan
quıickly eceded 1NTIO HIS past He had abandoned alY, and ıth

1T vırtually al] the NS he had made OSse CXCeDL for
ose he had brought ıth hım firom and Afrıca Hıs eachıng
ı1lan had een ONEC of the obstacles owards He returned
Afrıca unburdened Augustine COU eas eXpDeCL 1ıfe of acclaım He
adopted the self designatıon of SCITVUS Del intent poss1bly
1fe of relatıve obscurıty Augustine COUuU nNnOoTt ave guessed that wıthın

Tew of h1s return he WOUuU be ordaıned prıest less
COU he ave iımagıned that decade er hıs CONVEIrS1ION 1ı1lan he
WOU become bıshop place 1ıke 1ppO ıth consıderable
influence the Catholics Afrıca

* Augustine Ep 34' 81)
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The phılosophıcal e1sure he had sought after h1s CONversi1on
and retırement. WOUuU be anythıng but that eier Brown’s evocatıve
description of Augustine’s °“lost future” touch these 1SsSues.° But
dıd Augustine 1n of his 1ıfe in these terms? er all, when he called
hımself ““Servus DeL: Augustine W ds sıgnalıng partıcular WdY of
ıfe ou he poss1ıbly ave 1V thıs 1ıfe irom the turbulent
WOT. of the Catholıic cCcCommunıtlies around hım? Ou Dei
CONCEIVE of otıum philosophiae that Was not deeply tinged ıth
pecuhıarly Chrıstian interpretation of irue phılosophy (vera philo-
sophia)? Had Augustine 191011 indicated thıs much in h1is epıstolary
introduction Manlıus Theodorus in De heata Vıta when he spoke
about the rel1g10us nature of the phılosophy in 1C he 1O walked
(De heata Vıta 1.5)7 And how much thıs had lıghtened hıs 0a

As Sd earlıer, Paulınus also spoke of eing unburdened in
thıs introductory letter Augustine, pıckıng the eme of sh1ıp-
wreck, he continued in the language of SCa expeditıon. “I ave
trıed ıghten myself of baggage (SarCcınis) and burdensome Dal®

(uestimentLs onerantibus), that by the command and help of
Chrıst, free of fleshly entanglements and anxıety for the IMNOTITOW,
MaYy SWIM Out of the SCa of the present lıfe, where OUT SINS, 1ıke
howlıngE LIrYy Cut off from (306; } As before
Augustine spoke discretely about femmnıne problems In De heata VIta,
Paulınus NO spe tactfully about burdensome garments and fleshly
entanglements. Augustine understood Paulinus almost instinctively.
Paulinus wrıtes about much that Augustine NECW ell hat

boast of havıngz achijeved thıs, a  oug ıf COU XJO0TrY, cshould
glory in the Lord, who Must accomplısh hat 1s present will;
but soul al COVels long for the accomplıshıng the ll of God,

who ST1 desıre desire!”
Paulıinus Juxtaposes anguage about ongıng for perfection ıth

oughts about the G0d who makes such wiıllıng and desirıng possı1ble.
In characterıistic Tashıon, Paulınus continues ın chaın of 1Ca
cıtatıions, allusıons, and inferences, uıldıng portraıt of hımself

neophyte In the COMPDANY of Augustine an Alypıus, wh ATiC
seasoned asters nNnOoTt only ASs aptıze belıevers but also dSs members
of the prıvileged “"race” of “DLINCES; (princeps) of people
Paulınus WOU 1ke belheve that he 1s not eing presumptuous

54 Peter Brown, Augustine of Hıippo: Biography (Berkeley: Universıty of alı-
fornıa Press, 146-157

54 Augustine, Ep 25.4 34 81) 1 5
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hıs part in attempting en into Augustine s frıendshıp. For Pau-
lınus, ıt 15 partly matter of necessıty, because he has een called into
thıs fraternıty Dy the ord And he 15 certaın that AdSs WIse Augustine
1S. he WOU NOoTt mınd “consent the hum yplus’s personal
example had served foretaste Paulınus expected less from
Augustine. “He certamly has g1ven YOU personal example of lovıng

before he NECW u beyond OUT deserving, because he W as able
SCC us by lovıng, and reach Out Dy convers1ing, CVCN when
WeTITC unknown 18 hım, and separate by the remoteness of OUT COUNILY

the intervenıng SCAa, an th1ıs he dıd Dy the spırıt of irue affectiıon
5°which speaks and 18 poured abroad everywhere.

Paulınus yplus’s effort in engenderıng love for
Augustine, agaın reiteratiıng the kınd of affection that Can be cultivated
iın OINCONC who 15 NnOL known and the INannNneT In 16 such love
xtends itself. Alypıus, he observes, “ gave us the 1IrsS proofs of h1is
affection rıma affectus SUlL), an the pledges of yOUI love OCU-

carıtatis fuae) by the 00 he sent along He dıd IMNOTE “He
made grea ave love yYOUI Holıness ıIn ordınary WAaY,
nNnOoL only because of hıs words, but hrough OUT OW fuller owledge
of yOUI eloquence and al and belıeve that he has een equalliy
intent havıng YOU love in9 in imıtatıon of hım 42 dl

Wıth tactT, Paulinus as to be ncluded into Augustine’s
friendship. f Augustine had al y hesıtatıon Oou entering into
Paulınus’s friendshı1ıp he WOU ave {O take hıs CHESs from Alypıus
Not only because of hat Alypıus had sald Jul1anus and wrıtten
Paulinus Ou Augustine, but also because Paulinus NO STOO before
Augustine reader, tudent, and knowıng lıstener of Augustine s
OW words. Because of the love Alypıus had already demonstrated in
invıtıng Paulinus into hıs frıendshi1p, Augustine Was already part of
Paulinus’s WOT. And Paulinus sent oaf of TEA| ..  as en of
OUT unıty and OUT love.” FOor Augustine {O 1gnore overlook Pau-
lınus’s gesture would be dıscount hat already W as ODiaıne
between Paulınus and Alypıus, Sa Y nothıng of hat ımpact Uugus-
tine’s 00 had had Paulinus.

n ave known anythıng of Paulınus’ WOU ave een
fascınatıng enough for Augustine. er all, Augustine had een
celebrating ıIn h1is OW ıte pattern of renunc1latıon 1C had egun
when he Was hıimself al the Center of the Roman WOT. In Pauliınus,

56 Augustine, ED DA 34 52) L G7 7a B
5}7 Augustine, Ep 255 34' 83) 2
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patrıcıan patrıc1ans, ıt WEIC, Augustine NO had COIICS-

pondent, tudent, and admırer who not only sought Augustine’s
frıendshıp but Wäas invıtıng Augustine back into that COMLPDAN Y he had
eft before, thıs time under terms in 16 Augustine WOUu NO
fınd regrettable. Augustine dıd not mI1ss the opportunıity, though for
mMmoOoment it appeare Paulinus that Augustine mM1g ave een
raggıng hıs feet Before Augustine’s COU reach hım,
Paulinus agaıln: Ep (=Augustine ED 30) Augustine WOU
wrıte Ep 31 In repLY, GVn he ope that Paulinus WOUu ave Dy
then rece1ved his prev10us Ep

How aNnX10US Paulinus mMust ave een for thıs OoOntact ıth
Augustine 1S evıdent In Paulinus’s personal dıssatısfactıon ıth the
elay in earıng from Augustine. The courler who ore the 1rs letter

Augustine had 1a(011 eturned second 1SS1ve Augustine, ere-
fore. became NEeCESSATY. Augustine COU nOoTt MISS the sımple fact that
he Was eing sought er ıth the utmost sınceriIty.

Some time AYOU, dearly beloved brother 1n Christ the Lord,
althoug realızed that YOU WeIC unacquainted wıth and that YOU
WeTC absent and engaged In yOUTr holy and D10OUS labors, made haste

approac yOU Dy letter, embracıng yYOUu wıth ole heart in
brotherly and intımate conversatıon. And belıeve that, Dy the favor
of the Lord, words WEeIC del1ıvered into yOUr an  S} but aSs the
MESSCHSCI whom had sent before the wınter set In delıver et-
Ings yOUu and others, equally dear God, has NOL yetl returned, Cal

longer elay thıs duty OT restraın VCeLY ardent ongıng for word
irom yOou Therefore, 19(0) wrıting second tiıme, ıf former
letter deserved reach YVYOU, OT fiırst tiıme, f it dıd nOotLt have the x00d
fortune of eing put into yOUTr hands.°
Paulınus dıd NnOTL want Augustine Jjudge hıs affırmatıons of

love d matter of duty COUTFTESY: NOL we1g OUuTI love for YOU by
duty alone officiLs SOLO Dy the time of the arrıval of etters  27
Paulinus dıd everything endear hımself Augustine.

‘From the first time NECW yYOUu in yOUL works agaınst the Manı-
chaeans, through the kındness OTf the venerable bıshops, Aurelus and
Alypıus, the love for yOUu Wäas deeply rooted In that seemed NOL

much take He  < irıendshıp long-standıng
alfection. Now al length wriıte YOU, uns iın word, perhaps, but
noTt in love, and recogn1ze YOU mutually in spirıt hrough the inter10r
man

5X Augustine, Ep 3().1 34° 123) 1 ‘9 109
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Thıs stands in CO hat Paulinus COU 5Sd Y ou
hıs former teacher Auson1ıius. Auson1ıus sought question the nature
of Paulınus’s DNCW INanNnner of lıfe © The exchanges between Paulinus
and Auson1ıus SCCII ave oothed VeTI G1r dıfferences, BVn

though gap remaılıned.®* It W as NOTt LO0 long er the exchange of
etters and between Paulınus and Auson1ius VeLI the nature of
theır Irıendshıp and the role of the Muses in e1r respectıve lıves that
Paulinus ntered into hıiıs interactıon ıth Augustine. Paulınus had
Justify hımself Ausonius. 10 Augustine there W as such eed The
CONTtras 1S palpable.

In Augustine Paulınus elileve he had oun SOTMTNCONMNC who
COUuU foster the VELY sens1ıbıilıties that he Oun in hımselrt. Paulinus’s

WeIC far from perfunctory. They WeIC 191011 SIımply conducted
along the protocols of classıcal notlions of amıcıtla. Paulınus rarely
sed the word Amıiıcıtia In the aiterma of hIs renunc1latıons, EXCepPL
qualify ıt human irıendshıp (humana amıcifia) in contradıstinction

another kınd of frıendshi1p, Iirue irıendshıp inspıred Dy the love of
Chriıst (carıtas Christi).° Paulinus took 1ıberties, 1Derues he elleve:
warranted Dy the bond of unıty that already ex1isted between hımself
and Augustine members of the SaJmle body the body of hrıst . ‘It 15
nNOT Sstrange, then, that cshould be ogether, though apart, unacquaın-
ted yel ell known each 0)  erT. SINCEe members of ONMNC body,

ave ONC head, Al refreshed by ONC D lıve by ONC

rea alk Dy ONC road, lıve In the Samnle house.” Paulınus
pressed the unıty of faıth and the on of Chrıstian fraterniıty. On the
basıs of ese, he COb mplore and plea be invıted into Uugus-
tine’s COMDANY and frıendship. As he had stated in hıs Prev10us letter

Alypıus, he Was the to1ller who sought the help of the But he
Wdas toıler who also behieved that he Was ıllıng in the Sa|mne so1l1 that
Augustine Was laboring ..  1n everythıng that aIc, strıve for the
future Dy the full hope and al IC sustalıns in the present;
AIiCc equally ONC in the spırıt and ın the body of the Lord, and cshould
become nothıng ıf fell AWdAYy from the One.” ®

Denniıs TOUL, Paulıinus of Nola, 78-89
62 Robert Markus, The End of Ancıent Christianity (Cambrıidge: Cambrıdge

Universıty Press, 33-36
6 Joseph Lienhard, “Friendship iın Paulinus of Nola and Augustine, ” Augustint-

Und (1991) 279-2906; reference 1S 285-289
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The fact of eing absent and yel claımıng be present Was
that both Augustine and Paulınus apprecılated. As 1terate

IMNeN and CONSUuMAaLe letter wrıters, they understood hat thıs
Better yel, they COU herısh putting themselves into other people’s
hearts ın WaYy that HIGCTE etters ASs inscr1ıptions parchmen OT WaX
ablets COU NOL cCommunıcate. Just about thıs time Augustine hımself
had noted in hıs Ep Jerome (whıch eached erome) that
he had formed physıca impression of the monk ın Bethlehem
because of yplus’s descr1ıption of hım. “tOor after he had SCCI1 yOUu
and had SCCH hım al hıs9 confess that YOU WEIC made almost
present by hıs descr1ıption.” Augustine adds that CVEN before
Alypıus returned irom Palestine, ...  whıle he Was ST see1ng YOU, Sa  <

yYyOU, LOO, through hıis eYESL As far d Augustine Was concerned, Aly-
PIUS always carrıed part of Augustine ıth hım “Anyone who
knows 111 Sa Y that ATIC [WO in body but ONC In mınd, al least
far d perfect agreement SOCS andal IntimaCcy; nNOT in merit, how-
CVET, in 1C he excels.” rusted and ear frıend 1ke Alypıus
COU make Augustine present Jerome, ell rıng back 1 -
press1ons of Jerome d ıf Augustine hımself had beheld hım

Faılıng the of rusted irıend, beloved Courler Was
nNnOT such erriıble second best Paulinus of ola elleve: he had Just
such emı1issarıes in h1ıs “beloved SONs” Romanus and Agılıs who WEIE

dıspatched ıth hıs second letter Augustine. Through them he
ope for SUOTIIC personal ImMpress10ns of Augustine in the absence of
personal VIsSIt. °What insıgnıfıcant ıng 0€es bodıily deprive

of, CEXCECPL that satısfactıon Cee the CYCS, always lookıng of
empora. rewards‘?”” Pauliınus Aas He had intention of d1s-
counting the ongıng for another’s ENCC, because bodilıness 1S

the g1fts of the resurrection 1fe promısed behllevers. And for
thıs VELY ICasON, he wıshed “the of (GG0d m1g OW us thıs
benefit, m1g SCC yOUIL face CVCMN ıIn the esh_” In the
that Augustine COU NnOoTt COIMNEC 3C Paulınus seemed take for
oranted he expecte: Romanus and Agılıs, ..  Our other self;”
ıth tokens of Augustine. Paulınus ope the [WO WOU be able
“feel the effects” (affectu of Augustine’s love (fuae Carıtatis) and
cCommunıcate somethıng of that Paulınus. At the east, BPaulinus

” Augustine, ED 281 34', 104) 12 93-94
” Augustine, FD 28 34 104) 1 E}
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expecte: letter In 4‘If YOU wısh make uUusec of them enrich
ıth the gift of 1C 15 entrusted YOU, yOUu Can do

safely. For should 1ke yYyOUu 18 NOW that they AT ONEC heart and OTMNC
soul in the ord ıth us 9

ou Augustine resist Paulınus’s overtures? ar Paulınus’s
[WO etters WOU ave een iımposs1ıble 1gnore, GCVEeRnR 1f Augustine
had an Yy intentions of resisting thıs invıtatıon (O Irıendshıp from
notable fıgure Paulınus. Augustine’s fırst ONSC, IC Pau-
lınus had NOL rece1ved before he penned hıs second letter to Augustine,
rendered an y anxıetles Pauliıinus MaYy ave had about the elay
inconsequential. Augustine WOU repLY {O Paulinus’s second letter al]
the Sdallle

Augustine’s fiırst revealed x00d deal He had In all
lıkelihood read Paulinus’s letter Alypıus For he mentions readıng
“yOour etters, MOST certaıly the [WO (Augustine, ED 235))
wrıtten Alypıus and Augustine, respectively. Augustine also
mentions that the TOTLNers ave read them and „EEJOICE unceasıngly
and exceedingly VCI the riıch and excellent g1ifts of (G0d 1C dIC

YOUIS. hat Paulinus W d>s eing rece1ved 131011 only Dy Alypıus and
Augustine but into the fraternıty of those gathere: around them sShows
hOow Paulinus had entered the iımagınatıon of those of G0d
(servı el) Augustine draws attention the profoun impress10on
Paulinus had made the TOtLNers through hıis etters.

As Ooften they read them they them AWAdVY, because they AdIiIC
carrıed AWAVY when they read. TIhe odor of Christ 1C they
dıstıl, theır iragrance, 15 somethıng beyond elliıng When those etters
present YOU us that YOU AdIiC almost SCCH,; NOW they AT OUSC us
seek you! For they make yYOUu clearly 1sıble and desirable, and the
INOTEC they Show yOUIL u E} in SUOTIIC SOTT, the ILNOTEC they
make ıt impossible for bear yYOUI absence. In them all love yYyOUu
and wısh be OoOVve Dy yYOU, 1Ie God 15 praised and blessed because
by Hıs YOU AI such AS YOU are  I2
Paulinus’s had wıthın it the VELY elements of the p_

10NaDle mong cırcle of INeCN who had also COIHE 18 recogniıze in
Alypıus and Augustine’s renunc1lations models worth ıimıtatiıng,
Paulinus’s self-portrauit in h1s etters engendered the dearest of alfeCc-
t10nNs. The TOLNers remaıned impressed. Augustine hımself COU NOTL
conceal hıs g00d pleaspre.

” Augustine, ED 3().3 ©L 237 i 110
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Augustine egan hIis letter ıf wrıting A acquaıntance
whose irıendshı1ıp he had long sought. Augustine’s opening, 1le
bordering the normal courtesies expecte in such lıterary and
eccles1astıical exchanges, S{1 INaNnasSCS 18 reveal Augustine’s fascC1-
natıon. Paulinus had reacne dıvıde that COU not be galnsald.
Augustine took ote hat Paulinus Was askıng be NncCcIude into the
circle of Augustine s intımate Irıendshı1ıp W as I1NOTC than Augustine
COU ave eI1CcCIte: from h1ıs statıon al 1ppo Augustine Was ell
hıs WdYy back aly Not In PCISON, and longer ambıt10us

rhetoric1an, but in epıistolary and lıterary PECISONA that WOU
be hard 12n0re, all the SaJmnlece

Ihe ea Reader An nstant Friendship
Augustine begıns Ep }} Dy addressing Paulinus AaSs o0d SIr  77

(bone ULF), dS 11 somewhat mındful of Paulinus’s pedigree. “O g00d SIr
and x00d brother, yOU ave een hıdıng from heart And tell it
endure yYOUr SU1 hıdıng Irom S12 but ıt scarcely obeys 1901  n in
fact, ıt 0€es not obey ll S Augustine speaks of nbearable
feelıng ıIn h1s eart, Oorment ın h1s innermost eing Hıs openıng
sounds overly eifus1ıve, but the sentiments AIic less Irue that
aCCOunNtTL Augustine OUuUnNn:! WdYy 18 spea of both h1ıs ongıng and hıs
suffering engenderıing somethıng go0d in hım because, 1ıke the
expectatıon for the eavenly Jerusalem “the LNOTC ımpatıently waıt
for it, the INOTEC patıently bear al] thıngs AaCCOUNT off SO he
uffers because he has nOT a1d CYCS Paulinus but hıs suffering
consoles hım “In thıs of m1ınd, grie consoles NOL be
eing assuaged, but Dy eing embraced.” 75 { @> for ONC wh 1S NnNOTt
known m1g aAaDDCaL Overstated But NnOTt for Augustine who, 1ıke
Paulınus, elileve: he had SOTILC intiımatıon of the other inner schH
through hıs etters LO NOL ICDIOVC IM  C beg of YOU, from the heıight
of that holıer graVvıty In 1C YOU GXCeL. by sayıng that Cannot
properly grieve because do NO NOW yOU, when yYOUu ave a1d OPCH

SaZC YyOUL soul, YOUTLF VC innermost celf.” 76
In much the SaJmne WaYy that Paulinus had praısed yplus’s letter

and Augustine’s 00 Augustine speaks about the SWEECINESS of
Paulinus’s etters It W as Augustine’s turn 18 SaYy Paulinus’s etters
“overflowed 1ıth mılk and oney  27 (lac el mel) Augustine also TEW

73 Augustine, Ep Z 34', 95) FZ 8’7
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attention Paulinus’s “sımplicıty of heart  297 (simplicitatem COrdLSs
Ful)ı If Paulinus’s sımplıcıty eHcCc1ı1te: AW.: and deference, h1ıs chaste
un1ıon ıth h1s wıfe Therasıa, urne: Augustine OWATr' the allegorical.
“Ihere, the cedars of Lıbanus AIicC ald the ground, there they AL

joımed by the thongs of love be the materı1al of the Ark, and dIC 1N-
corruptibly floated the aters of thıs WOTrL. ere oglory 18 despised
that it INaYy be acquıred, and the WOT. g]ven that it INaYy be held:;
ere, the lıttle NCS OT CVCMN the growing ren of Babylon ATiC
dashed agaınst nE; that 1s: the VICeES 9 dısorder and worldly
DINde: e

Augustine continued COmMMentT Paulınus’s etters ...  those
etters. etters of unfe1igned al etters of hıgh hope, etters of DUIC
charıty.  27 Augustıine 1S ere recallıng ONE of hıs favorıte from
the pastora. epistle Timothy | gl0ss for the treble invocatıon
ofal hope, and love oun in Corimnthians 13 Augustine refers

Tımothy frequently because ıt represented for hım the
sımplıcıty of mu  e TIst1an devotion and the g0oal of Chrıistian Instruc-
t10Nn and learnıng: love from DUIC he  Z and g0o0d cConsclience and
Incere faıth.” He credıte: all ese qualıities Paulınus. Augustine
asks rhetorically whether Paulinus’s etters allurıng (blandiores)
full of fervor (ardentiores)? enlıghtening (Iuminosiores) fruntful
(fecundiores)? “ It 1S amazıng,” he wriıtes, °that they should rıng u  r

speak, both abundan showers and faır weather. ask how thıs
Can be, how Can YOU for OSe Citersi EXCEepL by eing
wholly ıIn Hım whom yOUu wholly belong”?”

Augustine 1n hımself confronting famılıar problem, old
nemi1s1s: hOow respond pralise from others. In h1ıs ED
Aurelius of arthage 1n between h1is forced ordınatıon and hıs
resumption of his duties priest in 1ppoO, Augustine spoke of the
dıfficulties that attend human praise: ““ 1s ıng NOoTt {O reJo1ce
in the honors and pralses of men,  27 he al ONC point.“ He openly
admıtte: Aurelhus that he constantly had WaLC thıs battle because
“I Cannot always put AWaY pleasure in praıse when it 1S offered.” 8 3

77 Joseph Liıenhard, Paulinus of Nola AAan Early Western Asceticısm, 128151
underscores the siımplıcıty of Paulınus’s theology and spirıtualıty.
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On the threshold of episcopal vocatıon Augustine felt thıs danger
intensely. The of uUuNcasc and anxıety always iımpelle Augustine
owards the desıre unburden hımself CVCNMN urther. He wıshed he
COU reveal hıimself Aurelius C the INaD y thıngs about hIs past
and present ealıngs ıth others MGE 1C he claıms {O ave wept
much. Thıs yearnıng for confession of SOTINC SOTIT W as predicated
Augustine’s CONCECIN that “lf praised because of d far
possı1ıble, ...  we be such before (10d they beheve be, and that the
praise be eferred God, SINCE all that 15 pra1sewo  Y 1S Hıs il
If, the other hand, the praise 15 undeserved “eıther because they
belıeve be hat AIc nOL, crediıt ıth g0o0d that
from God., OT extol qualıities 1C DOSSCSS OTr CVCD abound In but
1€ NOTL praıseworthy, ? 85 then eed COrrect those who ffer
such pralse.

Augustine COU LNOTEC question Paulinus’s g0o0d 111 than he
COU discount everythıng that Paulinus had wrıtten Ou hım and the
works Alypıus had sent Paulinus. Attempting be “wholly ın
Hım whom yYOU wholly belong” W ds$s Augustine s WaYy of cComıng

ıth the praıise offered DYy Paulinus In hIs etters Alypıus and
Augustine. “I Must NOL 1n LOO0 of myself when PIay myself back 18
yYOU, for fear of eing proved {O dıiısbelieve you Augustine Steers
mı1ıddle COUISC “I all NnOoTt behleve myself be such VYOU ın
because do NOT kKnow, but 111 believe myself be OVE by YOU,
and that ULLY understand and experlence. In hat WaY NnOT be
bold In OW regard, NOT ungrateful 27  you hıs allows Uugus-
tine 18 recelve Pauliınus’s adulatıon 216 also keepıing hımself In
6C est he thınks [O0 hıghly of hımselr. In u  E} Augustine offers
hımselft wholly Paulınus. If that DIOVCS be otherwıse than
Paulınus EXpeCIS, then Paulinus cshould be inspıred pIay that Ugus-
tine ıll became Paulinus thınks hım be hen Augustine m1g
“deserve be such ASs YOU 1n he 1s  27 X

As Augustine proceeds, he offers ell developed eOTrY of the
burdens of irıendshıp and the on of love 78 create the
condıtions NOT only for the beginnıngs of irıendshıp but for the SUuS-
enance of iIrue irıendshi1p, 1C er thıngs includes
eriticı1sm and correctlon. Augustine also mentions the expectation that

X4 Augustine, Ep 34%. 61) 12 S6=5:1
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oOse who AICc invıted into ne s  7 frıendshıp m1g become, for love’'s
Sake, hat CHIEC wıshes them be f Paulinus 15 ın an y WaY 1Sap-
pominted in hat he recelves In refturn; he WOU al least be moved Dy
hıs love of Augustine {O wısh and DIraYy that hıs 1919 frıend WOU
become hat he loves In hım

Paulinus’s solıcıtatıions of irıendshıp and fraternıty opened
11C possı1bıilıty. Here Was patrıcıan urne: renunclate who had read
the SO-Calle: Pentateuch agaınst the Manıchaeans ıth charıty,
enthus1ı1asm, and profit, when they Cailnle into hıs an Not only Was
he enthusıastıc, he also seemed embody sımplicıty ofal
allurıng and TU1l1IU When Paulınus indicated in hıs letter {O ugus-
tine that he had read Augustine s 00 ıth pleasure, Augustine
COU easıly ımagıne Paulinus d h1s ea reader. Augustine proceeded
1{8 supply all of h1ıs avalılable works Paulinus.

The tımıng W as nearly perfect Romanı1anus, Augustine’s for-
INeT patron, W äas hıs WdY Rome. He WOU be both CoOUurlier and
lıbrarıan. ONC who MNgSs thıs letter 18 YOUIF Excellency and yOUIL
excelling Charıty 1s ONMNC who 15 exceedingly ear 1901  > and ONEC of
MOST intimate riends from early you Hıs alnle 15 in the book
On elig10N, I® yOUTL Holıiness has read ıth pleasure, YOU ave
saı1d ıIn yOUI etters  27 Augustine dıgresses for MOMentTt We
the lıkely praise that Romanıanus WOU er of hım when he
Pauliınus. The warnıng 1S in keeping ıth Augustine’s desıre keep
the accolades wıthın theır appropriate bounds And Augustine
wrıtes: “I cshould 1ke YOU nNnot beheve thıs intimate frıend of mıne, ıf
he happens (O SaYy anythıng in praise of MmMe He continues:

have noticed that he 1$ often mıistaken in h1Is udgment, noTt from an y
propensıity toward yıng, but hrough the hıas of hıs affection, and
because he thınks have rece1ved g1  s7 1C merely
recelve irom the Lord wıth the OPCH mouth of heart And ıf he
does thıs face, yOUu COU imagıne hOow much LNOTEC lıkely he 1S,
in hıs enthusı1asm, make sta_tements in absence that Aaic INOTEC

Llattering than true.”

Augustine asks Paulinus LO overlook Romanıanus’s hıgh est1-
matıon of hım and instead recogn1ıze that much of Romanıanus’s
praise of Augustine 1S nothıng INOTEC than affection hat en
towards the inordıinate. The drıft into self-deprec1ation 1S unmıstakable
though slıght, SINCE Augustine has already acknowledged Paulinus’s
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praise wıthout necessarıly discounting hat truth m1g be entaıle: In
it

Was serend1p1tous that Romanıanus Was relatıve of Alypıus
SO NO only WOU he be welcome because of Augustine’sn_

datıon “the ONC who has sent hım {O VOU, CVCMN such ONC I”
But also, Augustine WOU add later, because Paulınus’s love of
Alypıus should make Romanıanus CVECIN INOTC beloved in Paulinus’s
eyesi“ Augustine SOCS desceribe the lıbrary that Romanı1anus has
of his works, h1s er of that stock Paulınus, hıs expectations of
Paulınus, and h1ıs opes for 0ONgZ01Ng 1alogue Oou hat 15
contaıned in oOse 00

(Hven Paulinus’s charıtable spirıt, Augustine wıshed he WOU
become critical reader of hıs works. And aASs Augustine entruste both
Romanıanus and h1s SO  >> Paulınus, ıt remaıned for Augustine
nirust hımself and hıs 00 Pauliınus’s rıtiıcal readıng.

|Romanı1anus| 111 make of 00 avaılable yYOUI est1-
ma Z6A1. for he has everythıng have wriıtten, eıther those Out-
sıde the Church of (G0od the brethren. Bür: when yOUu read,
holy Paulınus, let NOL the words 16 truth speaks hrough weak-
NCcss VOU AaWaVY that YOU Day less attention what 5SdYy of
myself; LOr, ıle YOU eagerly driınk in the g0o0d and irue thıngs 76
ATr granted 5Sd y ASs, YOUu INay neglect Pray for the mMI1S-
takes and S1INSs 1C commıt. In those parts, then, of wrıtings,
1C rıghtly displease VOU, be SCCH, but in those other parts,
1C rıghtly please YOU because they the gift of the pırıt, (} 8
yOUu have alsSO rece1ved, He 15 be oVe: He 1$ be praised, wıth
whom 1s the fountaın of lıfe, and in whose 1g SCn 1g
wıthout obscurıty, and face TaCce, but SCC in dark anNnnNneT. In the
things, then, IC have uttered of the old leaven Jjudge myself
wıth read and recogn1ıze them: but iın those 16 ave
spoken Dy the g1ift of God, of the unleavened TrTeal of sincerıty and
truth, remble wıth JOYy. What, then, ave that have not
received?”
hat the ear IMNaYy nNOTt be al varlıance ıth the LONZUE: thıs 1S

Augustine’s DIaycCI d he wınds OoOWN thıs long PassSasc. He Wants
be praıised, Er praıse be g1ven, for that IC 1s truly from God

Previously, Augustine had mentioned that for those parts of hıis
wrıtingsCmiıght be dıspleasıng Paulinus Augustine took all the

Augustine, ED Z 341; 99) 1 %
0° Augustine, ED E 341, 00-101)
Y Augustine, Ep 7 FA 341, 99-100) L2. 90-91
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ame Whenever Paulınus approved, he W as N whatever Ugus-
tine W ds able do d merely the result of o1ng He as for
friendly critic1ısm: “AS YOU AICc go1Ing read INal y of wrıtings,
YOUTLF affection 111 be L1NOTC preCc10us (O 1f yYOU ı11 COrrect those
polints IC dısplease YOU and Just INan ICDIOVC in9 for
1 do not fear ave the 011 of such ONEC ASs yOUu fatten ead;

It 185 NOL fAugustine sought {O dıscount hıs OW standıng Dy
elevatıng Paulinus’s Status AS Tı1stian hınker. TIhe LNOTITC ımportan
CONCETN W as ear hat others who COUuU be rusted for theır SIN-
cer1ıty and Jjudgment had 5Sda y Ou hıs works. The much earlhıer Ep

Caelestinus entaıle somethıng of th1 SOrt Augustine W as

disappointed ın 1a(811 hearıng from Caelestinus that he emande that
hıs 00 be returned. If Caelestinus WOUuU NnOL read the 00 and
F critic1ısm there Was poIn havıng them

ED 18 makes ıt clear that in cultıvatıng audiıence Augustine
sought crıtical readers who would er the SOTT of eritic1ısm wıthout
which wrıter Cannot the qualıity of hIs 0)1 her work. Augustine
extended thıs privilege {O Paulınus In recognıtion of Paulinus’s stated
enthus1asm and AW. for hat Paulınus had already oun iın the
called Pentateuch agaınst the Manıchaeans that Alypıus had sent
along Moreover, ave suggested prevıously, Paulinus’s desıre
be include: in Augustine’s frıendshı1ıp TO the mold of Augustine’s
provıincıalısm. Augustine’s WOTr. Was 19(0)  S expandıng agaın nclude
the alYy he had abandoned when he renounced the WOT. The frıendly
eriticısm of Paulınus WOU aler Augustine hOow relevant and
perspi1Ccuous h1ıs works WeTICc wıder WOT. beyond the boundarıes
of Roman Afifrıca Augustine hıimself INa y ave known how relevant
h1ıs wrıtings WeIiIC Current Paulinus’s words WOUuU be

proof.””
Paulınus’s desıire for Augustine’s frıendshi1p and hıs reception of

Augustine’s works lay the groundwork for the EC-CIMCISCHNCC of
Augustine into the wıder Christian WOT. beyond Roman TICAa Sen-
dıng the ma]Jor works he had wrıtten t1il1 that time Paulınus

Augustine, ED .76 34' 102) P 073
95 Franco1s Decret, “ De Morıbus Ecclesiae Catholicae el De orıbus Manıchaeo-

IU 1 ıvre I1 De Morıbus Manichaeorum, ” De morıiıbus ecclesiae catholicae el de
moribus Manichaeorum. De quantıtate anımae dı 20stino0 d ' Ippona Palermo Edi-
Z10N1 “Augustinus’”, e ecret that De MOFIDUS Manıchaeorum
W as wriıtten ıth CYC towards Manıchaean audıtors Augustine have lar-
SCI audıence ın VIEW, nOoLt least other Catholics who mıght be tempted by the pretenses
Of Manıchaean teachıng.
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(mınus the NS Paulinus had already rece1ved from ypıus egan
PIOCCSS of transmı1ıssıon and wıder dissemınatıon of Augustine’s
works. 1ıle Jerome W as provıng dıfficult, Augustine oun iın Pau-
lınus mMost receptive audıence.

Before rece1ving Augustine’s Ep ZI however, Paulınus,
noted earher had sent second letter (Paulınus, ED Augustine, ED
30) In respondıng {o Ep Augustine revealed much of hat he
had COTMNNC make of Pauliınus’s and 18 hat extent he OUnN:!: in
Paulinus mMO of Chrıstian perfection he had long sought {O CUIU-
ate in hımself and engender In those around hım It 15 In ED 31 that
Augustine’s MOST revealıng statements OoOu Paulinus’s renuncı1atıon
of the WOT. Can be OoOun

When Romanus and Agılıs arrıved al 1ppo emi1issarlıes
bearıng Paulinus’s second letter Augustine, they STOO before
Augustine d [WO people who COU make Paulinus known ugus-
tine in WaYy that letter COU nNOt FOor, Augustine hımself WOUuU
acknowledge, the {[WO carrıed Paulinus in theır hearts, and revealed
hım the TOLtNers gathere around Augustine Dy hat they saıd and
elated about Paulinus’s INannNer of ıfe Rumor and hearsay COUuU be
set asıde. The [WO trusted r1iends ore wıtness somethıng sStupen-
OUuSs Augustine W as in AW. “We rece1ved ıth greag) JOV In the Oord
the holy TOtNers Romanus and Agılıs, ıf they WEIC another letter of
9 but ONC hearıng and repeatiıng yOUIL words, and MOST
part of yOUT ENCC, such make long INOTEC eagerly SC

you. ”
Augustine wondered Just how ıt COU ave een poss1ible

learn all that they had earne from Romanus and Agılıs from etters.
APOF. they had much JOV In the elling somethıng that COU be
OUN! In wrıtten DaASC that read ıth indescrıibable JOY, irom
eır faces and CYCS d they spoke, how deeply yOUu WCIC imprıinte in
e1ir he  27 9’7 And of thıs fact of eing iımprinted In the hearts of OUT
fellow human beings, Augustıine WOU ave much Sa Y Ou the
advantages 1t conftfers Vel the wriıtten word.

ere Was alsoO thıs urther advantage, that anı y g1ven DaLC, whatever
g00d things INAaYy be wriıtten ıt, does NOT gaın hereby, a  oug 1t
INa y be unrolle: for the benefit of others:; but thıs letter of
namely, thıs fraternal soul, WCIC read In theır conversatıon, that, the
IHNOTC iruntfully ıt Was inscrı1bed Dy YOU, the LHNOTIC blessed ıt appeare

96 Augustine, Ep 319 34°, 2 F2, 113
Y / Augustine, Ep 312 S 12; 111
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Therefore, Dy carefully gathering al the detaıls about YOU,
have copıed that letter into OUT hearts in imıtatiıon of theır g00d

fortune.?®
15 dıfficult then read Peter Brown’s assertion that “Paulınus

W as cold and lonely INa  - He Was Content recreaftfe hıs NC
Christian correspondents form of “instant’ irıendshıp that W as free of
the labour (and the angers of long acquaıntances, intımacy of 1ke
souls that bye-passed the embarrassment of self-revelatıon, and
emphasıs the spırıt, that rather po1gnantly denı1ed the yearnıng of
the body for the physıca of hıs friends.’ ” On al y readıng of
Paulinus’s Overtures Alypıus and Augustine, Brown’s description

Ouft of place Certammly Paulinus’s 1Irs [WO etters Alypıus
and Augustine, respectively, assumed that Irıendshıp COUuU be
establıshed ıth lıttle dıfficulty. The basıs of that assumption, HOW-
CVCI, rested clearly understood noti1on of the on öf love that
unıted Christians and OUN:! them each er. Itf Paulınus COU nNOoTL
ASSUTNE thıs, then perhaps EFE W ds> lıttle be sa1d of the claıms of
fraternity and love 1C the Tısthan relıgıon spoke of.

Paulınus NOT only inıt1ated ese hıghly epıstolary irıendshi1ps,
but he pursued them Dy sendıing COUTIeETrS and personal em1ssarıes
affırm the on IC had een assumed and establıshed Dy the
exchange of etters. If ere Was an Yy attempt Dy Paulinus keep ese
irıendshıps 1terary evel. ıt W as ost Alypıus, Augustıine, and
ose gathere around them Augustine offers interesting descr1p-
ti1on of how he and hıs confreres WOU nOoTt let Romanus and Agılıs
leave quıickly For the LLIOTEC they wanted leave, because seekıng

fulfil the charge Paulinus had g1ven them, the INOTEC "Vv1v1dly they
portraye yOU us  27 And ıIn o1ıng they cshowed hOow ear yOUu AIic
{O them  27

Both Paulınus and Augustine assumed that such an “ıncstanft.
irıendshıp COUuU be ntered into, 1T ATC UsSCc Brown’s phrase.
Augustine cıted words from Paulınus’s second letter Augustine
make the point: ..  wWe AIc members of ONEC DOody, ave ONEC head,
lıve Dy ONC rea alk Dy ONC road, lıve in the SdIile house.
WhYy, then, cshould 191011 IN the SaJIlle words‘”?”” Augustine hen went

Say “I SUDDOSC yYOUu recognıze that ese words AT firom yOUr
letter. But, why should they be yOUTr words rather han mıne, SINCE
they AL certaınly rue, and they proceed from OUT un1ıon ıth the SadJIlle

4X Augustine, ED S 34°*, 2) p 2 Ta
99 Peter Brown, Augustine of Hıppo, 160-161

Augustine, Ep. d 34° 3) 1  9 A



135 ASIEDU

ead*?”” 101 in the incredulous Augustine has only thıs thıs ...  who
COU Oou that dIC strengthened Dy ONEC spırıt, eXCcept he who
0es nNOL feel (nLSL qul NO  Pn sentit) the love 1C biıinds us together
(noDbis Adilectione ulnciamur)?” 02

No Oou epıstolary frıendshıp has the advantage of ea
that 15 far from the Casec when people NOW each er iın PCISON. But
the frıendshı1ıp Paulinus and Augustine entered into dıd nNnOTL remaın
epıstolary. For they both ei1eve that in the earts of theır riends and
the COUTrIers who represented them each er they Camle NOW
each er ell 1} Paulinus’s epistolary contact ıth Augustine
achlieved nothıng eise.; ıt brought Augustine Out of the provinclalısm
that threatened engulf hım when he etired hıs chaır ın rhetorıc and
abandone 1ı1lan for his natıve Tagaste in Roman Afrıca er wel-
cComıing the patrıcıan Paulınus into hıs frıendshi1p, Augustine WOU
longer remaın the provincıal. Paulınus WOU nOoTt only become ONC of
Augustine s MOST promıinent readers but the ınk between Augustine s
works and wıder WOT When take into aCCount hat “luCk7’
Augustine Was havıng ıth h1ıs wrıtings people 1ıke Caelestinus
(Ep 390) Can apprecı1ate hat Paulinus’s COM about
devourıng Augustine’s [070) to Augustine."” Paulınus, ın INanYy
WaYySs, fıt Augustine’s expectations of hat x00d ea reader
should be 104

Vıllanova ASIEDU

101 Augustine, ED 21.3 34° 3) 1 ' 1372
102 ugustine, ED 31.3 34°*, 3) 1 $ 113 (slıghtly emended)
103 My 1e6 W dıffers somewhat irom Mark Vessey, *“C‘onference and Confess1ion:

Literary Pragmatıcs In Augustine’s ‘Apologıa Contra Hıeronymum) , Journal ofEar-
[y Christian Studies (1993) 1752213
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