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urıng the conference Augustine preacher al Chantılly
In 1996, Dolbeau, the edıtor of newly discovered CIM ONS of
Augustine al Maınz, tadtbıbliothek 9, nvıted his audıence {O make

general revisıon of the chronology of the works of Augustine. The
author, P- Homberrt, has accepte thıs invıtatıon ıth degree
of COUTASC, for such study demands amount of CNCISVY
and tiıme, for 1C Cannot be butan Hombert knows that he
18 not infallıble an he 1S prepare recogniıze h1s miıistakes. He
consıders hıs study contrıbution further investigations and he
declares the debate opened. What 0€Ss he ffer here‘? ırst, he assıgns

date each work that 1S mentioned 1ın RetractationesSspecıal
attention 15 called for Confessiones DE (d 403), Contra Faustum

400-402), De Irınıtate (d 400-403). “ (d 41
(d 414-415), De SANCLA virginiıtate (d +  9 De Genesı ad
lıtteram (d 404-405), 1Ib-X II (d 412-414). 1 X6
chronologıca datum 1S for Hombert (and also for me) 41 1A47 d the
beginnıng of Augustine’s antı-Pelagıan wrıtings, 1rs wıthout namıng
elagıus an ater, irom 416 0) mentioning h1s aMle Second,
Hombert trıes to date each SCTINON of the manuscrı1pt of Maınz plus
hat of ree elated SCIIHNONS showing al the Sdallle time that ONC must
xclude the tradıtıona date of 307/ for the of Carthagıan
Sermons). Fınally, IT part of the book eals ıth the datıng of
11y Pr SCILHNONS On 638-6472 ONEC 1n 1st of the ate' OT r_
atfe: wrıtings. The method of the author [UNS ollows ere
TC data, the SO-Calle: realia, AL lackıng, nothing remaıns than
systematıc exploıutatiıon of the parallels. Therefore, all the treatıng
the Sdlille subject and eing ase‘: the SdiIllec references Holy
Scripture ave be tudıed Concerning the references the C:
the author ollows the method of Anne-Marıe La Bonnardıere. One
should forget how much Augustine Wäds INan of the Hıs
eology ell hIs spirıtualıty dIC essentially ase uUuDON Holy
Scripture. Groups of 1cCQ references AIC indicatiıons of
CONLTOVEISY theologıca theme Hombert 1s ell of the
dıfficulties of chronologica investigat1ıons ase uUuDON internal
crıter1a. In the book SOINC of the dıfficulties AIC enumerated. It 1S
nearly ımpossı1ıble be SUTIC that ONEC has OoOun all the bıblical
references and all the theologıca. themes. We ave 18 reckon ıth
the fact that the greater part of Augustine s SCITINONS 1S ost 3) One 1S
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inclıned assıgn the Salllc date thıs that bıblıcal reference
dependıing the concentratıon of that reference.

etTe arec always eXcepti10ons statistical laws. > An argumen
sılentio 1S always fragıle Augustine Was en wrıting dıfferent
00 al the SAalllc time. ere 1S normally risk make
deduction irom somethıng IC 1S only probable.

admıre the work of Hombert for ıt 15 IMOIC than collection of
chronological proposals. It profound theologıcal and
historıical knowledge ıth regard Augustine’s ıfe and work. SC

poss1ıbilıty erıtic1se thıs study wıthout redome the work: and who
1S able do The only remark would 1ıke make 1S that wısh
Hombert had proceeded ıth bıt IMNOTEC caution in few instances.
When the author Say>S that of biblical references occupled the
mınd of Augustine durıng SOM weeks months, an then WEIC

forgotten, ave doubts regardıng the word ‘“forgotten” (p N4 On
D read that Augustine remembers hat he has sa1d yYCal AgO

and he alludes it er havıng stated the probabilıty of date.
would not Sd y ..  ne lal1sse doute  27 p and 41 7) ometimes
Hombert concludes from the s1im1ılar wording of parallel that there 18
also proxXx1imıty in time (p 79), but ONeC reads ‘“agaıln, ONC

chould nNnOot interpret thıs parallelısm AaSs proof of the contemporaneı1ty
of both works”. Ihe author declares that sStrong simılarıty would be
sStrange, ıf ese SX WEIC spoken OL wrıtten ıth interval of eight

(p 350; 561 ıth interval of f1ve S1X years);
elsewhere., however, he admıts that the Salllec bıblıcal text Can g1ve MSse

identical COomMMentTtSs ECVCI er interval of Man y (p 330 and
345 416) fınd that the attrıbution of the Letter the Hebrews
the apostle Paul ıIn [WO ate of Augustine remaılns DUZZIG, and
1n that Hombert 111 Let ere be miıstake that these

mM1ınor remarks do nOoLt dimınısh the importance of thıs book
VAN
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Dans de peut dıstiınguer tro1Ss partıes. 13 premiere
s’arrete l’interpretation du verse{t dıifficıle 6‘Le blaspheme CONYUE

”"Esprit SCTIa paSs rem1s... S1 quelqu ’un parle Conftre l’Esprit aın(l,
cela Iu1 SCId rem1s nı monde nı ans 1’autre”. Dans la tradıtıon


