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LUCIEN CEYSSENS (1902-20
T1ar Mınor Luc1ı1aan Ceyssens passed AWdaY In Sınt-Iruiden

Tuesday, the 1 Oth of prı 2001, al the aADC of He Was orn in
Wijchmaal-Peer (Provınce of Lımburg, elgıum the 8th of
October. 1902, the chıld of farmer’s famıly ıth S1X
cCNılaren He Was christened Wıllem er hıs secondary educatıon al
the dA10cesan college in eer and the Friıar Mınor colleges In Lokeren
and em (Limburg), he tudıed phılosophy, alsSO in CIM
Ceyssens had joıned the Francıscan order nOvIcCe in 1920 He
chose Luc1ı1anus (Lucıen) AS hıis rel1g10us ame He tudied eology ıIn
Turnhout and int- Iruıden, where he Was ordaıned ASs priıes the 81h
of September 1927

Because Ceyssens Was at that time suffering irom faılıng health,
he Was granted exemption devote hıimself hıs tudies Durıng h1is
Stay iın Turnhout he publıshed number of 00 the hıstory of
educatıon In Turnhout before 1830 and the Frıar Mınors ıIn
Turnhout urıng the per10 he took, free tudent, for
SOTIIIC time classes about the hıstorıical method In L euven. Because of
h1s aptıtude for hıstorical research, Ceyssens Was sent to study al the
Faculty of Church Hıstory of the Gregorl1ana ın Rome In 1934 On the
basıs of h1s former publıcatıons he Was iımmediately admıtted the
second lıcentiate. For hıs doctorate he chose {O work the modern
per10 er the guldance of the (German Jesuıt (Girisar he WTOoTte
the introduction of the Antıjansenist form in the LOW Countrıes urıng
the per10d He presented h1ıs doctoral dissertatiıon,
Introduction du formulaire antıJanseniste Belgique. Premier esSAal
(1692-1694) ın 1936 ontrary the expectations of hıis promoter,
Ceyssens CII the conclusıon, ase‘: VCLY oroug
examınatıon of records, that ıt W as sımply classıfy the
oppOonents of Jansenısm °“ orthodox’” and {O poin Out the Jansenıists

the only guilty Ceyssens’ promoter, who Was disappointed
because the research result Was rather disıllusionıng ıth regar! h1ıs
order, agreed award Ceyssens ıth the Ph  =. the condıtion that
the diıssertatıon WOU nOot be publıshed ıt Was nOoTt undu the

] Exhaustive OVervIiIews Ceyssens’ ıfe and ork Can be OUnN: ın
SPIERTZ: @ ' Zuvre du professeur Ceyssens. Son ımportance DOUTF B  etude du JaAnsSeENIS-
FT in VAZQUEZ, I' euvre litteraire de TIucıen Ceyssens SUur le Jansenisme el Aan-
f1JanseENISME devant la crıtique (Bıblıotheca Pontificıi1 Athenae1 <<Anton1anum>>,
ZÜ). Rome, 1979, 125-137% ANS, L' e@uvre scientifique de Iucıen Ceys-
SENS, In ANS, Autour de l’Unigenitus. Recherches SUr Ia
genese de la Constitution 76), Leuven, 08 /
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publicatıon of volume of the ser1es Jansenistica in 1962 that the
merIı1ts of the dissertation could be appreclated. TOmM the time of h1ıs
doctorate untiıl the time of hıis ea Ceyssens’ research would be
largely determıned by h1s interest for Jansenısm and Antıjansenıism.

In 1934 Ceyssens Was appoıinted professor al the
Antonı1anum, task he fulfilled untı 1963, ıth interruption urıng
the Second Or War He performed thıs task ıth devotıon, but ıth
hıttle enthus1ı1asm: the “hodie OMO 110  —; sum  27 Latın translatıon of the
Flemish ““vandaag ben iık SCCH mens” has led INan y panıar and
talıan metaphysıcal CT1SIS ıth regard the OW. ıdentity. Durıng
his STaYy in Belg1ıum (1940-1945) Ceyssens SaVC lectures church
hıstory al the traınıng house of hıs order in Leuven and he inıtı1ated the
rebuilldıng of the Francıscan theologıca 1brary, %f ü had een
destroyed Dy the W al. He W as also entrusted ıth the Cal of the
proviıncıal archıves in Schaarbeek Alarmed by the poss1ıblıty of alr
ra1ds, Ceyssens moved ese archıves {O the cellars of the CONVvVenT and
ın thıs WaY rescued them from certaın destruction [WO weeks er
the LHNOVC 18 the ellars thıs Convent LOO0 Was damaged by the
violence of

In 1963 Ceyssens decıded fOo retire in order ave .. few
years” eft OCCUDY himself ıth sc1entific research. Tlen VYCAars ater,
durıng conference 1n Rome, he SaVC OVEerVIEW of the urgent
research des1ıderata regardıng Jansen1sm.®. that OCCAasıon, he
explained that he wanted make Star' ıth the research regardıng
ese desıderata, and he applıed hımself In such WaYy that ONEC Can

ater that he has realısed hıs OW research project untıl
artıcles WEeEeIC eing publıshed in specılalıst Journals“®.

Pour UNE histoire pDlus DOUSSEE el plus explicite de antıjJansenisme, In cCfies
du colloque SUr le Jansenisme, OrZanıse DAr "Academıa Belgica, Rome, et OVi  -

bre 9/3 HE, 64), Leuven, 1977 F  U
( La requete academique de I’Universıte de OUValn DADE Innocent

(1684) In Augustiniana (2000) 297-304
For OVeEerVIEW of Ceyssens’ publications Jansen1ısm, i WIL-

EMS, Les publications du Pere Iucıen Ceyssens CONCErnNan le Jansenisme, ın
Miscellanea Jansentstica offerts Lucıen Ceyssens O.E "OCCAasıOQN de ON SO1LXAN-
fieme annıversalre, Heverlee-Leuven, 1963, 1-5T: VAÄSQUEZ, Les publications
du Pere ILucıen Ceyssens CONCernanlit le Jansenisme el l’antijansenisme In
Anton:ianum 53 (1978) 194-266 (resumed in VAZQUEZ, L' muvre liıtteraire de
Lucıen Ceyssens SUr le Jansenisme el [’antıJanseniısme devant la critique (Bıblıotheca
Pontific1 Athenae1 <<Anton1ı1anum>>, 20); KRome, 1979, 15-91); L L' euvre 1t-
teraıre de Lucıen Ceyssens VW A le Jansenısme el [’antijJansenisme devant la critique.
remiler supplement, in Antonıanum (1985) 505-51 7: 1  9 L uvre lıtteraire de
Lucıen Ceyssens SUur le Jansenisme el [’antijansenisme devant Ia crıtique. Deuxieme
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Professor Lucıen Ceyssens elonge (O that generatıon of
scholars who COU ST ndulge in go1Ing Nne’‘ s ONC WdY, AVEISC from
an Yy bureaucratıc and er admınıstratıive oblıgatıons pseudo-
oblıgatıons. Hıs ıfe consıisted of workıng in archıves ıIn Rome,
Utrecht, echelen, Parıs. He rendered invaluable ServVICESs the
sclentific research ıth the publiıcatiıon of hıs SOurces relatıves AÜX

debuts du Jansenisme el de [’antijansenisme, ıne volumınous
cCoverıng the per10d 0-414682° He also supplıe interpretatıve
reference irame by sıtuatıng the Jansenistıic CONLFrOVEISY wıthın ([WO
spiırıtual mMOovements of the Renaissance: strıct Augustinısm and
Molıniısm®, als ıt Was Ceyssens that Jansen1us, ın
accordance ıth the diırection indıcated Dy Clemens V, ope that
Augustinus WOU supply hım ıth the “fınal” ANSWEeLT. In VeCeT 400
00 and artıcles, covering everythıng from the PCISON of Jansen1ius

the Un1igenıitus’, Ceyssens e 18 do Justice that of
SsIncere belıevers, who WCIC abelled Jansenıiısts because of eIr
Ser10us avowal of the Chrıistian al Ceyssens protested hıs ole ıfe
agaınst the fact that deeply rel1210uUs people, Jansen1ius first and
foremost, WeTC “heretics” because they regarde 18} be

HeChristian and lıve Chrıistian er10us matters
demonstrate repeatedly that personal profit, small-mıinde act10ns
and flattery WeTITC the real motivatiıons of SOINC of the SO-Calle:
orthodox Church f1gures”. Ihrough hIis publiıcations Ceyssens acquıred

place the hıstorical researchers Jansen1ısm: ere Was

OE better acquaınted ıth the hıstory of Jansenısm in Belgıum In
1t10N he succeeded ıIn presenting esults of scıentifıcally hıgh-
mınded research In captıvatıng WAY the readıng publıc. He Was
excellent storyteller, whose StOr1€eSs WEeIC ell documented and WOT'
readıng!

supplement, in Antonıanum 68 (1993) 3'75-390 For h1ıs other publications, it 1S advV1-
Sal consult Francıscana, which offers OVEerVIEW of the lıterary actıvıtıes of the
Flemish Mınor Friars yearly basıs.

For thıs, SCC ANS, U ‘On peut dire Samns restriction qu aucune
de SUuT L’hıistoire ecclesiastique du dix-septieme si1ecle peut iımpunement neglıger

riche documentatiıon.”
ANS, d IC

C ANS, Autour de L Unigenitus. Recherches SUur Ia
genese de la constıitution 56), Leuven, 1987: Le SOT7TI de la
hulle Unigenitus. Recueıl d’etudes offert Lucıen Ceyssens l’occasıon de ON 900e
Annıversalre. Presente Da LAMBERIGTS 104), Leuven, 19972

Compare hıs synthetic artıcle: OQue penser finalement de !”’histoire du JaAnsSeNLS-
el de L ’antıJansenisme, in RHE XX (1993) 108-130
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Ceyssens’ work Was innovatıve., but NOTt ın the modern of
the word. Ceyssens chose SUC hıis SOUTCCECS, he dıd 1a(011 invent anı y
II  < hıstorical methods, he dıd NnOT make al y sStatements beforehand
that turned out mıstaken afterwards. BYy of publıcatıons, he
preferred UuUsec publiıcations demonstrate that 1in the end the
called OrtAOdOoX truths regularly dıd nOoTt ec Out C In 196 7 he
publıshed In Revue d’histoire ecclesiastique rticle Paray-le-
onıal the tradıtional interpretations of the SO-Calle apparıtıons
WeTC thus far explaıned reactiıon agaınst the dangers of Jansenıism.
Ceyssens’ research showed that meticulous readıng of the preserved
materı1al indıcates rather the opposıte: reactı1ons agaınst the
nt1]ansen1sm?.

During h1s 1TeLiimMe professor Ceyssens rece1ved INanYy honours:
in 1963 the OCCasıon of hISs 601h 1r  aV he W ds offered
Festschrift!® by the 'August1i]ns Hıstorisch Instituut Ihe °Unıversıte
catholıque de Louvaın-la-Neuve’ awarded hım honorary doctorate
because of hIis mınd-broadenıing research!'. The Faculty of eology
of the Leuven organısed In 1979 colloquium In honour of the
researcher Ceyssens: Le Jansen1ısme Pays-Bas’“, invıted hım
attend In 1985 the conference L’ımage de Jansen1us’, and honoured
hım especılally the occasipn of hIis 90° jöw  aYy in 19972 ıth the
publıcatıon of T.2 Sort de la hulle Unigenitus, intrinsıcally coherent
collection of Ceyssens’ publıcatıons maınly about Jansenısm In
France. The ‘Oud-Katholieke erk Vall Nederland’ pa1ıd rıbute
Ceyssens in 1989 ıth the Blaise Pascal-award eer made hım
honorary cCitizen of eır cıty. Ceyssens Was deservedly prou of thıs
ast dıstınction. Durıng hıs ıfetime., Ceyssens dıd NnOoTt 1M1 h1s time
and CHCIS Y the research of subjects IC WEeTC ınternatiıonally
apprecl1ated and respected, but he dedicated hımself ıth much
enthus1asm {O the SO-Calle 0Ca hıstory hıs publications eer

See hIis Paray-le-Monial le jJansen1ısme, In RHE 62 (1967) 49-69
1 ( Miscellanea Jansenıtstica offerts Iucıen Ceyssens "OCCASILON de SO  > SOLXAN-

tieme annıversalre, Heverlee-Leuven, 963
CT UBERT, Discours prononce Louvain-la-Neuve le avrıl 1978, 1ın

VÄZQUEZ, I ’ euvre litteraire de Lucıen Ceyssens SUur le Jansenisme el [’antijanse-
nısme devant la Critique, 114

12 &3 VAN Av CHRAMA (ed:) Jansenius el le Jansenisme dans
les Pays-Bas. Melanges Lucıen Ceyssens 56), Leuven, 9872

| 3 See h1is defiguration de Jansenius, In VAN 137 (ed.) L’ımage de Jan-
SENIUS JUSQU A Ia fin du X VIIIe szıecle. Ccies du Colloque, Louvaın, 7-9 novembre
985 79), 1987, 2231
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(remarkable) famıly members, ancesters and/or riends eed be
mentioned In thıs regar!
Ceyssens Was hard worker: “Il n avaıt pas sımplement PaArCOUTIU les
annees (& 11 les avaıt QUSS1 vecues” L hıs fertile hlıfe has NOW COMEC

end May he rest in Ceyssens serıbens MOTrTUUS est equ1-
ın PaCC CH sanctıs.
Leuven LAMBERIGTS

14 VAZQUEZ, d 475


