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When the TSst Augustinı1an frıars Came England from France in
the mıddle of the thırteenth9 the sOcC1al SITUCILUTE of Western Europe
Was undergoing great changes, and IMNenNn of relıgıon WeTiTC earnıng adap
theır WaYS meeTl the peoples 191  < needs. the West, under Benedict
and Augustine, monasterl1es had begun ın the establıshment of efuges
where the laıty m1g retreat from the world INnseCurıty and the grinding
DOVEITY A WCIC for the MOSsSst their lot, grealt bastıons resisting the
hordes of pagan invaders from the East, av1ld Dut Roman Civılızatiıon
and 1fs heirs the torch and the SWOTd.

ese [W.  ®] oundıng athers had demanded of those who offered
follow them visıble separatıon from the ıfe C they WCIC renounc1ng.
That 15 NnOT Sa V that they forgot the cCcCommand ZO Ouf into the ole
world’; but the Hirst monks had regarded themselves d mMl1sSs1O0Narıes only
secondarıl y. Ose who wıshed find ın contemplatıve DPTayCI ulness
of pırıtual lıving should, they held, COM 'into the desert’ and Join them

Enough of Augustine’s (  S’ enshrined ın h1s Rule, LNOTC adapt-
able than Benedict’s, had persisted for the Iuscan Hermits lıve ın
Tremote rural settlements: and when in 1248, e1g YCaI>S ore Annıbaldı’s
Gran: Union)/’, ılbert Earl l of (Giloucester introduced Irlars work in
England and follow Augustine’s Rule, he housed them al the foot of h1s
castle mound SI! the vVver StOour 1ın solated Suffolk!

Yet the WOT. of 1lbe: and HIS Augustinians Was longer that
1C had Ssurrounded the ancıent monasterles. Commerce Was replacıng
agrıculture LNOIC lucrative pursult. Jlowns WeIC expandıng; and the
are. frıars WEIC committed mendicancy, the organızed solicıtıng of
alms, wıthın eNined and jealously-preserved dıstrıicts, from layfolk able
and prepared SUuppOTT them So, 4S LNOIC INeN WeEIC drawn thıs 11Cc

the TeEAat Union, the ’Hermits of the uscan friars’ style rel the
NC  S appellatıon, ‘Augustinian Friars Hermıit and the ’Hermıit has only recently been
scarded. T hat the frıars WE called, and WEIC still the thırteenth lıvıng and
WOT!  g In remote COUNLIY dıstrıcts, ACCOUNLS for theır ımplıed dısparagement, unskılled
labourers, domıınant theme in the pseudo-Augustine Sermones ad fratres In TemoÖ

COMMOTFanNntesS, 1C} the present Titer hopes able SCUSS al 19 early date.
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WaY of ıfe they WEIC directed houses urban aAarcCas, where NC  <

Wäds eing accumulated and m1g distributed them The Austın
frıars also theıir fellow mendicants and VC often theıir COMPpETLLOTS

Francıscans Dominicans Carmelites moved the NO thrıving
centres of thıs prosperI1Tty, IC ncluded VE early, London and CEIMN-

later Rye
’Austın T1ars on (though the frıars themselves WeIC drıven

Out Dy Thomas TOMWE. and theır uılldıngs WEIC totally destroyed the
1{7 the Narıle for the S1te STl current) Was founded Ouf of the TON-
ADC of the un famıly, earls of ereIoT! and Essex but 1354 the
church Wäas completely ebuilt photograph the sShows the
auty and opulence of the second edihce It Was Duilt of and

wıth dressings of Reıigate all materılals quarrıed
nearby Kent and the roof Wäas clated’® Ways SIN of the WEe.
of medıiaeval ulılders I hıs Was the greatest frıars c England
ceeding EVCNMN the diımensions of the Dominıcan Nave and choıir al Norwich
l 0 house today CONCETT hall and recreation (lustered
columns SuppOTT Vast pointed arches and ceiling of closely sei carved
horizontal beams Thıs PıCtiure showing NierT10Tr denuded of chantry
altars tatues VOULVe paınlungs and lıghts and all ther later mediaeval
accretuons evokes the recordsi Netherlands made of theır OW

despoilled yeLl austerely AautıIu. shrıines
That the Hirst Augustinian ul  ngs WEeEeIC often eplaced aft

early ate that they WCIC erected haste DOOTIY ul and SUT1-

v1ived the clımate only It a1soO W1iInNnESSES the fame a the frlars
acquıred through the1ır preachıing, and the numbers of those who thronged

Royal Commıissıon Hıstorical Oonumen! Inventory of the Historical Monuments
London IV: C  ’  ndon, 1929, late S] @&} also ed., British

Atlas of 1LSLtOF1LC OWNS I The City of London, Ox{ford, 1989 65, materıal contributed
Dy TOOKEe and Gıllıan Keır.

nventory (supra 2)
strıkıng and example 1 the Brıtish Museum Department of Prints and

Dy eter Jansz aenNrT:!Drawıngs P.46 No. / Interilor of urCc wıth fıgures
1665) ( Catalogue of Tawıng2s bDy Dutch and Flemish Artısts

preserved British Museum London 1931 44-46 Ihe church unıdentified
completely strıpped of Ornament and the alls have been whıitewashed yel the fore-
ground Saenredam shows lady and g  an CONVEISIN£ wıth Francıscan frıar ıN

and capuche One Cal only that thıs Was in rcg10N first SurrenderT! UNO-

S$ISs but then appene I1} mMan of the Netherlands regaıned Dy atholıcs
that relıg10us WEIC NC dyall free WEr stinchve attıre The wrıter uch ndebted

Miıss Hılary ıllıams of Prints and Drawıngs for recung hım thıs ınteresung
Unfortunately, the photograph of ustin FrIiars London (supra of

qualıty permit reproduction
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hear them. Dıfferent CIrCcumstances, however, explaın the fortunes and
the remaıns of Austin Friars al Rye Thıs Wädas Dusy harbour (OWN,
consıderable focus for the medıiaeval tourıst industry. It Wäas there that
countless pılgrıms Co. theır WAaY Compostella, where such
ındulgences’ COUu. be gaıned make it place of devotion equalle
NO Dy Lourdes alone: and ın Rye they COLU. delayed for long enough,
waılting for favourable weather. Thıs Must acCCount for the fine Mermaıi
Inn and other ancılent hostelries SCCIM' there The chaın of events
be ollowed easıly the increasing wealth of Englısh Citizens enabled them

abroad In great numbers, this brought prosper1ity the Cinque
Ports’, Dover, y  e, Rye and the others 1764 the Crown required
maıntaın SCa W defend the Channel agalınst piırates and invaders,
and the frıars WEIC drawn them, because prov1s1ion had made for
such travellers’ pırıtual needs.

LouIis Francıs Salzmann, iın h1s description of SUSSEX rel1g10us
houses?. has VE lıttle ell about Rye Austın Frıiars. He wrIıtes: , 1ts
orıgın nothiıng 15 KNOWwn, EXCEDLI that the frıars WEIC hırmly establıshedA RYE RELIC OF AUSTIN FRIARS, LONDON  163  to hear them. Different circumstances, however, explain the fortunes and  the remains of Austin Friars at Rye. This was a busy harbour town, a  considerable focus for the mediaeval tourist industry. It was there that  countless pilgrims collected, on their way to Compostella, where such  ’indulgences’ could be gained as to make it a place of devotion equalled  now by Lourdes alone; and in Rye they could be delayed for long enough,  waiting for favourable weather. This must account for the fine ’Mermaid  Inn’ and other ancient hostelries to be seen there. The chain of events can  be followed easily: the increasing wealth of English citizens enabled them  to go abroad in great numbers, this brought prosperity to the ’Cinque  Ports’, Dover, Hythe, Rye and the others which the Crown required to  maintain sea power to defend the Channel against pirates and invaders,  and the friars were drawn to them, because provision had to be made for  such travellers’ spiritual needs.  Louis Francis Salzmann, in his description of Sussex religious  houses”, has very little to tell about Rye Austin Friars. He writes: ’Of its  origin nothing is known, except that the friars were firmly established ...  by the middle of the fourteenth century’®. This was because his only  sources of knowledge were generally-consulted British archives. The dis-  tinguished German-American Augustinian, Francis Roth, was, however,  able to draw on the uniquely valuable repository of mediaeval lore, the  registers of his Order’s priors general, diligently examined by Roth for his  history’. Rye was in fact founded in 1364% The first house and church  were built on the ’town salts’, land still retained as playing fields, unculti-  vated but at that time used to allow seawater to flood and evaporate, so as  to produce salt, an even more essential commodity than nowadays, as it  was the only means apart from smoking of keeping meat in a more or less  edible state through the winter months. Such a location meant that the  convent was virtually unprotected from the sea’s incursions and from  hostile attack, notably by French freebooters. Therefore it was transferred,  c. 1379, to the more sheltered and defensible place on Conduit Hill where  its extensive remains are still to be seen. An entry of this year in the gene-  rals’ register records this move, and refers to the previous friary as ’des-  troyed’®.  > Sussex Victoria County History vol. 2, London, .1907.  © Id., 96.  ’ The English Austin Friars, 1249 - 1538: Sources, New York, 1963. Citations give  numbered documents, not pages.  $ Td mö 482  2Id 6, 58RDy the mıddle of the fourteenth century”®. Thıs Was because h1s only
OUTCECS of Knowledge WeTITC generally-consu Brıitish archıves. Ihe dıs-
tinguished German-American Augustinıian, Francıs Roth, WAäs, however,
able draw the un1ıquely valuable repos1tory of mediaeval lore, the
regıisters of his ers pr10rs general, dılıgently examıned DYy Roth for h1s
history”. Rye Wäas in fact founded 1ın 1364° The first house and church
WEIC ul the town salts”, land s{1 retaıned d playıng e  S, uncult1-
vated but at that time used OW to and CvVvaporTale,

produce salt, CVCNMN LNOITIC essentlal COommoOdıty than nowadays, 1t
Wäas the only ap. from mokıng of keeping meat in INOTC OT less
edıble hrough the wınter months. Such Ocatıon that the
CONVENT Was vırtually unprotected irom the sea’s INCurslons and from
hostile attack, notably Dy French freebooters. ] herefore 1t Was transferred,

1379, the LNOTC sheltered and defens1ble place Conduit ıll where
1fs extensive remaıns Yal SCCH An en of thıs VYCaTr in the SCNC-
rals regıister records thıs IMOVC, and refers the Drev10us ir1ary ’des-
troyed’”.

SUSSCX Victoria County History vol Z London, 1907
I  »
The Englısh ustın Frıiars, 1249 1538 SOources, New Y Ork, 1963 Citations g1ve

numbered documents, NOL
L  s 482
I ET
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ere ex1sts un  ©  ng of 13681° that the cCommunıity 111
er Masses a lay DETSONS INaYy ed, gra  yıng Oou
the fT1ars and D10US pılgrims, but carcely the incumbents of St. Ma-
ry S, Rye, then 9(0)  < the parısh church Quarrels and Ssults vVer such
alms, and the ur1a. of the dead, WEeEIC Constant feature of mediaeval
church lıfe, Since the secular clergy resented and fought what they
regarded the mendicants’ abusıve encroachments uDON theır OW ng
and emoluments.

the time of this undertakıng, Rıchard ed  ng Was PT10T, and
eleven of h1is brethren named;: but early iın the next the house,
lıke MAaNYy other such instituti1ons, Was beginning suffer irom ack of
VvoCcCatl1ons. In 1439 the Englısh provincılal agreed send them four Ne  <

members, condıtion that wıthın four YCaIs they Oun! themselves
Vice11

When the Diıssolution CaINe, Rye Was LINOIC spare: than WEIC

greater monasterIies. semblance of jJustice Was contrıved DYy Crown VIS1-
tatıons, fOr reDOTTS TOMWE theıir present and 1n the outh-
ast these WEIC carrıed Out by uffragan bıshop named Ingworth. In
December 538 he nformed h1s master that he WOULU conclude his INSpeEC-
t1on at Canterbury, and then proceed andwıCcC and Rye He and the
other COmMM1SS1ONeETrSs ollowed procedure :(& became standard each
house had cshown harbouring NOtOT10US evıl-lıvers, POOT
the pomt of destitution, redundant OT contaın inmates who WOUuU
NnOTL ubscer1be the Act of Supremacy. Ihe refusal of thıs COSt St Thomas
More, St John Fisher and John Stone theıir deaths aASs traltors. Stone,
England’s ON Augustinian MAarTYT, whose Naiillc MaYy ShOW that he wWwWas

natıve of the parısh ımılarly named, ON of England’s oldest, founded by
Augustine, the apostle of England, the Thames’s southern shore,
belonged Austın Frıars, Canterbury, where Ingworth conducted fru1lt-
less confrontatiıon wıth hım Then the bıshop went Rye, where., he
stated, the monastıc ulldıngs WEIC TuU1NOUS. Since only fourteen VCAaIrs
earlhıer farmer, ıllıam Marsh, had entirely reroofed them  12 1t 15 hard

liıeve that th1s Wäas TUue, ILNOIC than the er remark that those
who remalined there WEIC lıving in dıre POVEITY, Ssince three YCaIS ore
Clement arwo: had made bequests the PT10T, ıcholas
Unkely, and four of h1s Companı1ons, poss1ıbly the entire Communlıty, for

10 I no.791
I 1048, also ecorded by Salzmann (supra, n.5)

12 I no.1049



RELIC 165

theır prayers””. Roth WTOLIe that Harworth’s 11l ’proves that the Austins
WEIC hıghly respected and well-lov. untıl the V end’ rate,
Ingworth NOT ege anı y sexual misconduct there; but NONC the less, the
CONvent Was doomed

er the on friars had been xpelled, the1ır urc in the City
Was CcCede: the Huguenot colony, refugees from atholıc persecution,
that they m1g worshiıp there iın and iın theır natıve (ONZUE, An 15 Yl
oday the S1tuat1on. For time, the Rye bulldıngs WEIC lıkewıise used Dy
utfc Protestants. Before that, TOMWEe had placed value the PTO-
DEITY, but, Ingwo  S had prompted, VE INC ONC, yel
ONeC bought 1t, SVCMN though there Was then much scramblıng after such
DOOLY. The later vic1ssitudes of the prem1ses WeEeIC mMan They WeEeIC NO
maıintaiıned Huguenot urc. and for 1m:! the Netherlanders WEIC

succeeded DYy strolling players, who probably appreclated the hıre of what
had been the greal hall (not the chapel, Nicolas Pevsner ın the generally
admıraDble Penguınn ul! Sussex* wrongly stated) alternatı ve
theır INOTC usual barns Today th1ıs hall 15 tiıliızed as workshops and show-
L1OOMS DYy Cinque 'orts Pottery, and the of thıs for the T1C and
theır interest it SOINC guarantee for 1ts preservatıon.

One hundred YCaI>S A, Augustinians WEIC seNT A  e, another
Cinque Port, SOINC iiıfteen miles the east of Rye Thıs happened in obe-
dience the laws of demand and supply. The mılıtary installatıons aft

€, notably the of usketry, had created CommuniIity, albe1
small, of atholıc famılıes, for whom the War Office dıd NOL furnısh PCI-
manent OT Eeven ong-term chaplaıns. The bıshop of Southwark of that time
Was John utt As priest he had volunteered SCIVC 1n the
Crimea. Thıs Was ore Florence Nıghtingale had set about remedyıng the
insanıtary condıtions of y ( 84 utt almost Hıs sem1-1nvalıdısm there-
after St1 had allowed hım long and useful lıfe:; and ASs bıshop he Wäas
determined that the athol1ıcs should have daıly Mass in their OW

LOWN nı then, they had often been oblıged make theır WAaY 4S best
they m1g Our Lady Help of Chrıistlans Folkestone. One ıimagıne
that Butt’s Crimean experlences had endowed hım wıth vely SymMmpathy
for Irısh soldiery transplanted non-  atholıic England and concerned,
above all, for theır ens upbringing It Was he who introduced the
Austins, themselves chiefly from Ireland, who at NCEC began preparations
ul the present church 1891 the super10r y had NOTL yeLl

13 I:
lan NAIRN and Nıcolas PEVSNER, The Bulldings of England: SUSSEX, Harmonds-

worth, 1965, ICDT. 1985, 599
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achlieved pPr10TYy S independence WäasSs certaın WAar:‘ Selley, Lon-
don CONVverTt from the Anglıcan faıth; but he Was succeeded by the first
DT10T, Rıchard O ’ Gorman, Wexford who had already worked in
Hoxton, h1s er s ploneering post-Reformatıon parısh iın England. ven

()’Gorman had cshown enthusiasm fOor mediaeval Englıshthere:
Augustinian h1StOTry, and had Man hours al ’Austn Tlars’,  7 drawn
there by 1fs Surv1ıving monumental inscr1ptions, markıng the tombs of
London Cit1zens and recordıng theır charıtable gifts ()’Gorman’s
parochnal ıfe at dıd not preclude the pursult of h1s historlian s and
archaeologist s interests (he 15 the author of aymo of Hythe”, the blo-
graphy of the SOM of the Cinque Port who became bıshop of Rochester,
and wh designated h1s famıly’s home, S{l standıng, recelve and tend
the town’’s DOOI and indigent) He lost lıttle time ore visıtıng Rye
Austıin Frıiars, and immediately he recognized in the so ’solar’
WwWindow, extending from the gr0oun the roof, that ıt COu provıde
aylıght for the hıgh hall, CODY of another ın the London Austın
chapel 1C he had COIIINC NOW well!®. The wiındow ın Mary  f
aft Rye, erected in the een CENLWUTY, 1 quıte evıdently modelled that
ın the 0C2 Austın T1ars

oug ()'Gorman publıs. thıs fiınd, later events have
cshown 1t appY ONC, for want of 1C the character of the Rye WI1N-
dows COUu NO  < forgotten, because the on Austin T1ars he had
known 1t longer ex1sts. urıng the Second OT'! War 1t Was destroyed
Dy bombıng and though the ufc communı1ty erected second church

the devastated sıte, the mediaeval glorıes NO  < SONC forever. OT-
IMNan COu NOT NOW what service he had performed for Englısh
Augustinian N1StOTYy had he foreseen th1s, he WOU have reJo1ced, for
urıng h1s VYCars ın South-Eastern England he became known h1s COIM1-

patrıots 4S ’more Englısh than the Englıs NOL, from them, necessarıly
rıght-handed complıment. Yet today Cal glad that the footsteps
16 he eft uDON the sands of t1ime nNnOT oblıterated

un COLLEDGE, JNy

.& London, 1895
16 oblıged the evd Heuk Van W averen, 1OW miıiniıster of the utch hurch in

London, for information cConcem1ng the bombiıng dısaster which destroyed the old us!
Friars Regrettably, the. which took the Historical Onuments photograp (Ssupra,
n.2) sel face the east end, that the WINndOow in the. south wall which O’Gorman
had identified wıth that al Rye discerned.


