
EARTHQUAKE ST.  INOPLE
AUGUST EXCIDIO VL

In hıs De Exc1d1i0 15 Augustine fascınatıng SLIOTY
concerning events at Constantinople 3 . @ appene few YCaI>s Previous

the sack of Rome August 410* Hıs confidence ın the ACCUTACY
of the STOTY 4S he told 1t Was such that he referred h1is audience people
amnonNns themselves who WeIC present at the events 1C he describes?.
Hence h1is SLIOTY 15 worthy of Serlous consiıderation. 18 the of this
notfe establısh ate fOr the events 1C he descr1bes, and set them
thereby wiıthıin theır PTODCI polıtic: context”.

ccordıng Augustine, duriıng the reign of Arcadıus wıshed
eIT1Ly the people of Constantinople, them hereby SCC the

of theır WaYy> and change accordingly. 'Ihus he evealed faıthful
of h1s, milıtary that the C1Ity Was going destroyed Dy

fire from the SKY. 'Thıs oldıer old the bıshop, who in told the N1CWS

the people ole Ihe ole C1Ity PCNANCC much Nıneveh
one ıt long 02 Nevertheless, that the people miıght nNnOT thınk that

they had been tricked Dy the soldıer, sent NerYy CIOU! (1g9nea urbes)
the appomnte day. It approached gradually from the Kast, flame descen-

from the SKY, and there Was accompanyıng Sme. of sulphur. Not
only people flee the Mre seek1ing baptısm, but they WCIC baptısed
in the StTTEEIS and SQUaICS also, forcing they COU. find perform
the rıte fOr them Ihe CIOU! slowly (9)  ed, but then AI1OSC that
the C1Ity WONU. destroyed the following Sabbath 'The people eft the
CIty, including EVCN the CINDCIOT imself, and waılted and prayed several
miles AWAdY. They Sqd'  < smoke suddenly VCI the CILy, and SaVC
great C Messengers WEIC eventually sent the CIty, they reported Dback

De Excıidio 15 Romae Sermo DEU]; O=Cir. 258-259
DEU V1.7.240-241; He the asıde audıunt quod dico nonnullı forsitan qul

nNnNOVerun el SUN:  A In hoc DOpulo, quıl el ıllıc praesentes fuerunt.
Augustine the Bishop, ndon, 1961, 613, attrıbutes thıs even!

398, quoting his authorıty in thıs EE' Die Geschichte des Untergangs
der antıken Welt, V’ Berlın, 1895, 305, appendix 563, whiıch neglects, however, the
chronographic SOUTICECS here. SCUS!
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that everything seemed safe, and the people returned there NCe
IMNOIC had accomplıshed h1ıs PUTDOSC, causıng them repent by this
utary T1g

The CINPCIOT Arcadıus, durıng whose reiıgn these events took place,
dıed May 408* He had been proclaımed Augustus N

January 3823° However there ıttle Oou but that Augustine has 1n
mınd here the per10d after the ea of Theodosius January 395,
when Arcadıus became the sole ruler the ast ereiore have 1n
mınd here the per10d January 305 May 408 It 1s of help in thıs
matter that the events iın question took place ıle Arcadıus WasSs in Con-
stantınople. He the wnole of nN1Ss reign there ap from ONe [WO
short tmps into Asıa Minor’. In order proceed further ın
this need examıne OUT records for the CUITENCE of other
unusual phenomena at Constantinople durıng the per10d 3905-408%

Let cons1ıder the chronographic works first. The chronicle COIMMN-

posed ın atın Dy Marcellinus Comes at Constantinople durıng the early
of the reign of Justinian contaıins the following entries of interest:

306 lerrae MOTIUS DEr 1es plurimos fult aelumque ardere ViısSum
est

402 Constantinopolim ingens lerrae MOTIUS fult.
408 OmMmAae ıIn JOoro Pacıs Der 1es septem mugitum
The early 7th Chronicon Paschale 15 also of IN ın

task®. unusual phenomena ıt records shower of haıl lıke SIONES at
Constantinople ın ober 404, arthquake wıth hunder and lıghtning
al Constantinople ın the first watch of nıg of Aprıl 407, and agaın
July 408 another earthquake wıth thunder and lıghtning. If Augustine’s
STOTY has 1ts ONg1ns 1n events urroundıng earthquake at Constantinople,

NOL unreasonable suggestlon, then ıt WONL. SCECIN that MUuUSTL al least
consıder four poss1ıble dates 396, 402, 407, and 408

The Hırst point made 1s that the Chronicon Paschale does nOot

£  =  Soc.], Hıstoria Ecclesiastica E
OMES £  —  = Comes], Chronicon 408 51,922

SOC V.10.5; Marcell. Comes 383;
O SOC V.26 iCe| Comes d. 395;

the whereabouts of Arcadıus, Regesten der Kaiser und Päpste für die
Jahre 311 hıs 476 CM tuttg; 1919, -

Chronicon Paschale, DINDORF, COorpus Scriptorum Hıiıstoriae Byzantınae,
ONnN 1832 Englısh translatıon and Oommentlary has been produced Dy Michael and

WHITBY, Chronicon Paschale 284-628 AD, Liıverpool, 1989 However there 18
reference whatsoever the incıdent described by Augustine ıts the 'arı0us
earthquakes and other phenomena of the per10d under dıscussıon.
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specifically attrıbute the arthquake of 408 Constantinople. Thıs CeNUITY
looks suspicl1ously 1ke exaggerated and somewhat mısie  ıng reference

the earthquake al Rome ın 408 Otherwise 1ts date, July, 18
then it les Just outside the per10d IC here examınıng. Therefore

010824 rather focus OUT attention the yCar 396, 402, and 407
The reference the hunder and ightning 3C accompanıed the

earthquake of 407 at Constantinople 15 encouragıng. The CUITENCEC of
STOTM the CIOU! 1C Augustine menti1ons, the lıghtning 18 rem1-
nıscent of hıs aCCOunt of ame descending from the Sky, and the SmMe. of

10 accompanıes such lıghtning the unusual sme. sul-
phur 1t 1s eged, IC Augustine a1sO refers. However the MOST inter-
esting aspect of the arthquake of 407 18 the time of 1ts It 15
specıfically stated that it OCCcurred durıng the watch of the nıg
Augustine states that the fery CIOU! approached Constantinople nNOCLLS
InNLtLO tenebrante 1Um mundo. Thıs 15 hardly cCoincıdence. It WOU. SCCHIN,
therefore, that the evidence that Augustine describes events

oundıng the earthquake of 407
Our investigation does not end here, 0Ug TIhe statement Dy

Marcellınus Comes of the earthquake of 396, caelumque ardere vısum est,
1S also hıghly reminı1ıscent of Augustine’s description of fery CIOU! It 15
interesung that Marcellınus cshould specıfically that the disturb-
ANCC went fOr several days Augustine s SLIOTY WOU. SCCI1I ımply the
evacuatıon of Constantinople for several days Nor does the evidence of
Marcelliınus stand alone. IThe POoetl C'laudıan began h1s first work agaınst
the eunuch Eutropius h1is aCCESSION the consulshıp of the ast ın 309
wıth catalogue of other (as he Sa  < 1t) portents. mong these
he counted the of blood-red threatening StOTM clouds’?. This
1S surely confirmatıon of the unusual phenomenon a Marcellınus
Comes describes It 9 therefore, that SOMC SO  z} of unusual CIOUL!
formatıon re. OCCUI VeI Constantınople ın conjunction wıth
earthquake in 396, and thıs WOULu SCCIN match losely the phenomenon
escmn Dy Augustine”®.

Vv \333  AN EARTHQUAKE AT CONSTANTINOPLE  specifically attribute the earthquake of 408 to Constantinople. This entry  looks suspiciously like an exaggerated and somewhat misleading reference  to the earthquake at Rome in 408. Otherwise if its date, 5 July, is correct,  then it lies just outside the period which we are here examining. Therefore  we ought rather to focus our attention on the year 396, 402, and 407.  The reference to the thunder and lightning which accompanied the  earthquake of 407 at Constantinople is encouraging. The occurrence of a  storm suggests the cloud which Augustine mentions, the lightning is remi-  niscent of his account of flame descending from the sky, and the smell of  ozone which accompanies such lightning suggests the unusual smell, sul-  phur it is alleged, to which Augustine also refers. However the most inter-  esting aspect of the earthquake of 407 is the time of its occurrence. It is  specifically stated that it occurred during the first watch of the night.  Augustine states that the fiery cloud approached Constantinople noctis  initio tenebrante iam mundo. This is hardly a coincidence. It would seem,  therefore, that the evidence suggests that Augustine describes events Sur-  rounding the earthquake of 407.  Our investigation does not end here, though. The statement by  Marcellinus Comes of the earthquake of 396, caelumque ardere visum est,  is also highly reminiscent of Augustine’s description of a fiery cloud. It is  interesting too that Marcellinus should specifically state that the disturb-  ance went on for several days. Augustine’s story would seem to imply the  evacuation of Constantinople for several days. Nor does the evidence of  Marcellinus stand alone. The poet Claudian began his first work against  the eunuch Eutropius on his accession to the consulship of the East in 399  with a catalogue of other (as he saw it) monstrous portents. Among these  he counted the occurrence of ’blood-red threatening storm clouds’”. This  is surely confirmation of the unusual phenomenon which Marcellinus  Comes describes. It seems, therefore, that some sort of unusual cloud  formation really did occur over Constantinople in conjunction with an  earthquake in 396, and this would seem to match closely the phenomenon  described by Augustine!®.  9 Vv. 5-6 \ ... nimboque minacem \ sanguineo rubuisse Iovem ... \, the translation from  the Loeb text of M. PLATNAUER, Cambridge (Mass.), 1956, p. 139.  10 PHILOSTORGIUS [=Philos.], Historia Ecclesiastica X1.7; PG 65,601-602, describes a  confusing list of portentous events - a comet, disease, famine, earthquakes, hailstones - in  such a manner that it is not possible to date any of them properly. Iı may be of some  significance, though, that his reference to the earthquakes precedes his reference to a fall  of hailstones of incredible size, an event which our sources agree - Soc. VI.19.5; PL  67,721-724. Chronicon Paschale - took place in 404. As the comet appeared in 389-390 -  Philos. X.9; PG 65,589-592. Marcell. Comes s. a. 389; PL 51,919. Fasti Vindobonensesniımboque munacem sanguineO rubuLisse Iovem333  AN EARTHQUAKE AT CONSTANTINOPLE  specifically attribute the earthquake of 408 to Constantinople. This entry  looks suspiciously like an exaggerated and somewhat misleading reference  to the earthquake at Rome in 408. Otherwise if its date, 5 July, is correct,  then it lies just outside the period which we are here examining. Therefore  we ought rather to focus our attention on the year 396, 402, and 407.  The reference to the thunder and lightning which accompanied the  earthquake of 407 at Constantinople is encouraging. The occurrence of a  storm suggests the cloud which Augustine mentions, the lightning is remi-  niscent of his account of flame descending from the sky, and the smell of  ozone which accompanies such lightning suggests the unusual smell, sul-  phur it is alleged, to which Augustine also refers. However the most inter-  esting aspect of the earthquake of 407 is the time of its occurrence. It is  specifically stated that it occurred during the first watch of the night.  Augustine states that the fiery cloud approached Constantinople noctis  initio tenebrante iam mundo. This is hardly a coincidence. It would seem,  therefore, that the evidence suggests that Augustine describes events Sur-  rounding the earthquake of 407.  Our investigation does not end here, though. The statement by  Marcellinus Comes of the earthquake of 396, caelumque ardere visum est,  is also highly reminiscent of Augustine’s description of a fiery cloud. It is  interesting too that Marcellinus should specifically state that the disturb-  ance went on for several days. Augustine’s story would seem to imply the  evacuation of Constantinople for several days. Nor does the evidence of  Marcellinus stand alone. The poet Claudian began his first work against  the eunuch Eutropius on his accession to the consulship of the East in 399  with a catalogue of other (as he saw it) monstrous portents. Among these  he counted the occurrence of ’blood-red threatening storm clouds’”. This  is surely confirmation of the unusual phenomenon which Marcellinus  Comes describes. It seems, therefore, that some sort of unusual cloud  formation really did occur over Constantinople in conjunction with an  earthquake in 396, and this would seem to match closely the phenomenon  described by Augustine!®.  9 Vv. 5-6 \ ... nimboque minacem \ sanguineo rubuisse Iovem ... \, the translation from  the Loeb text of M. PLATNAUER, Cambridge (Mass.), 1956, p. 139.  10 PHILOSTORGIUS [=Philos.], Historia Ecclesiastica X1.7; PG 65,601-602, describes a  confusing list of portentous events - a comet, disease, famine, earthquakes, hailstones - in  such a manner that it is not possible to date any of them properly. Iı may be of some  significance, though, that his reference to the earthquakes precedes his reference to a fall  of hailstones of incredible size, an event which our sources agree - Soc. VI.19.5; PL  67,721-724. Chronicon Paschale - took place in 404. As the comet appeared in 389-390 -  Philos. X.9; PG 65,589-592. Marcell. Comes s. a. 389; PL 51,919. Fasti VindobonensesW the translatıon from
the Loeb text of Cambrıidge (Mass.) 1956, 139

PHILOSTORGIUS [=Phıiılos.], Hıstoria Ecclesiastica X1.7:; 65,601-602, esCcCmı a

confusıng ist of even! A dısease, famıne, earthg:  CS, stones in
such INanNnNcrI that it 18 not possıble of them properly. It INaYy of SOMINC

signıfıcance, ough, that his reference. the es precedes his reference
of haılstones of incredıble S1Ze, al even! which SOUICCS apT( SOC
67,721-724 Chronicon Paschale took place the appeared 389-30()
Phılos. $ -Ce. Comes 389; Astı Vindobonenses
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ere T 1C4SONS for ıdentifyıng the CUrT10uSs phenomenon
deseribed Dy Augustine wıth both the earthquake of 407 and that of 396
However 1t 15 nNnOTL sımply of preferring ON earthquake the
other. The question that 0Ug A at this point 15 whether
earthquake OCCurred al all 407° As the earlıer 9 Marcellinus
Comes, contaıns mention of earthquäake ın 407, but WONL. SCCI1I

upported ın 1fts assertions of such in 306 and 402, ıle the
later the Chronicon Paschale, makes such claıms for either
VCAT, the natural suggestion WONU. SCECINMN that the arthquake of 407 15
NOMNC other than that of 3106 402 misplaced

nlıke the earthquakes of 306 and 402, for both of 51 there 15
rel1able independent confirmatıion, such testimonYy ex1sts ın the Casec of
the arthquake of It has been assumed 1ın the past that letter of
1lus of Ancyra “ 430) econfirms the CUITENCE of n earthquake 1n

In this letter ddressed the CINPCITOT Arcadıus 11lus that
he 111 nOoTt PIay for relhef from the earthquakes then oublıng
Constantinople untıl the ex1iled John Chrysostom 15 restored. The reference
18 assumed the exıle of Chrysostom from June h1s €a in
eptember 407, and thıs 15 tied iın wıth the earthquake of 407 However
there 18 anger of ciırcular argument here. The correspondence of 11lus 15

INCSS, and INan of the etters demonstrably late forgeries, often

Priores, OMMSEN, Monumenta ermanıae Hıiıstoriae Auctorum Antiquissimorum
XI, erlın, 1894 1ts ADDCAaTaNce al the head of his lıst SUuggeSLSs that Philostorgius
retaiıned the DTODECI chronological SCQHUCTICE of the SOUICE hıch he WwWas usıng this

hat he described earthg:  es between of and of
would therefore, ımply also that earthquake really dıd (CCUI in 306
Phiılos. ALT: 65,601 refers back specıfıcally Phılos X ka it 15 clear
that he does NOL have mınd here. the reference in by SOC VL.6,
g and SOZOMENUS 1=502.1]. 1St0r1da Ecclesiastica The VOC)
existence of such ust questioned. We only have SOcrates’ ord for ıt,
Sozomen 15 jependent OCra  S, and SINCEe he does NOL provıde prec1se date for ıt in
his usual by day, month and consulate it INAaYy that he merely intended

that the of 3809 had orıgınally warned of the ven! of It 1S SIgn of despe-
ratıon, surely, drag 1inese calen! into thıs mattier has J1H.W.G LIEBESCHUETZ,
Barbarıans and Bishops: Army Church and State in the Age ofArcadıus and Chrysostom,
Oxford, 1990, 258

11 In the CAası of the e  g  e of 402 there 18 EpD. 61 of IUS CYRENE,
which refers earthquake in Constantinople the time. of nIs departu-

thence for Cyrene agaın The dıtıonal date of thıis departure, 402, has recently bDeen
defended by J1LH.WG Why did Synesius hbecome 1ÄY  D of Ptolemais ın
Byzantıon (1986) 180-195

Ep 2065:
13 ROKE, 1wo karly Byzantıne Earthquakes and theır Liturgical Commemoration,

in Byzantıon 51 (1981), 122-147; 124
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compilatiıons from the works of the contemporarıes of 11uUsS. Ihe
Dy the Chronicon Paschale that earthquake OCCurred iın 407 has been
used arguc that the letter ın question ere 15 genulne, 1e the en of
the Chronicon Paschale Was sSımply assumed itse1lf!“.
Thus ere aTrSuc that the letter of 11lus ShOws the Chronicon
Aaschale More mportantly, ough, ıt 15 possible advance
d  D completely eren interpretation of the letter of 11us.

Let the ecclesjastical history of Theodoret. He of
exıle of Chrysostom Dy Arcadıus IC Wäas revoked by the CIMPCTOT him-
self, and the subsequent TeIuUurn of John Constantinople”. This exıle
WONUL. SCCIIH irom h1s STOTY ave dated 403, and, enough,
SOSILOM W as exiled and recalled iın However ıt 18 the TC4SON for thıs
recC 1C 15 of interest According eOdoOore there had been
earthquakes at Constantinople, the CIMNPICSS been frightened, and Arca-
dıus ecıded TeC Chrysostom. However know from ther
SOUICCS that the 1Cason for the recall Wäas completely eren ere had
been SOTTNIC accıdent iın the mper1al bedroom (the CIMNPTCSS Eudoxi1a had
miscarrlage, ıt 15 1O oug 16 the imperlal couple interpreted
sıgn of aNSCI Dy that h1s bishop been exıiled, and acted according-
1y. Theodoret’s StOTY of the earthquakes 15 demonstrably false The letter
of 1ılus 1C the exıle of Chrysostom wıth earthquakes clearly
longs the Samlec tradıtion. It 15 clearly fiction, although it 185 ODCH
question whether it Was contrived dırectly from the acCCount of ( 0.0(0)0%

from the 1C eodoret himself used
As has been shown there 1$ independent testimony the OCCUI-

of earthquake in 407 eged Dy the Chronicon Paschale In
the CIrcumstances the assumption Must that the earthquake of 407 15
re. misplace description of ONC of the earthquakes of 2106 and 402
But IC one?

Let A4SSUMC the Chronicon Paschale has correctly preserved the
day and the month of the earthquake 1C. 1t describes Eeven oug 1t
does attrıbute 1t the WIONS VCAL. 'Thıs date, Aprnıl, 15 of ıtal import-
Aanc'  ® It falls dırectly wiıthin the per10d Covered Dy the shifung of Holy

Authenticıty of the Letters of St. Nilus of CYFa, In ree:
Roman and Byzantıne Studies (1976), 181-196; 187

15 HEODORETUS Hiıstoria ecclesiastica V.34:; 82,1261-1266.
Interpreted reference 403, for example, by DOWNEY, Earthquakes Al

Constantinople Vıcınty, 342-1454, in Speculum (1955). 596-600; 597 On
the chronology of the eposıtion of Chrysostom, 1LH.W.G LIEBESCHUETZ, The all of
John Chrysostom, in Nottingham Medieval Studies (1985) 1-31; 15-16 for hat
ollows
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Week each VCAal. Great signıficance Wäas placed an Yy unusual that
OCCcurred urıng thıs week. The Chronicon Paschale specıfically records,
for example, that the arthquake of 417 OCcCcurred Y1lday. The
h1istori1an (Oros1ius Paulus blamed the later UuCCEeSsS of larıc and h1s oths

the fact that they had been orced Dy the Roman forces Join aft
Pollentia Easter Sunday If the arthquake whose notice the Aro-
nNLICON Aaschale had OCCurred during the Holy Week then thıs
fact WOU have been duly noted. It 15 unthinkable eıther that such fact,
NCC noted, WOU. have been delıberatley Oomıtted from the notice aft an y

1n 1ts tradıtıon We MUSL conclude, therefore, that the earthquake in
question longed VCar 1n 1C Aprıl dıd NOTL fall wıthın the Holy
Week urıng the of the reign of Arcadıus IC have been CON-

sıdering, Aprıl fell wıthın Holy Week four OCCAaS1ONS, 397, 402,
Thus Must dentify the earthquake in question that of 2106

rather than 402
The facts as have establıshed them ollows Augustine

describes events accompanyıng the CUITENCE of arthquake; his descr1p-
t10Nn matches closely the description of the earthquakes of 306 and Aprıl
407:; the earthquake of 407 15 re: misplaced descriptuon of that of 3106
The MOoOSsStT reasonable interpretation of the evidence WOULU. SCCII that
Augustine descrıibes events 1C OCCurred in connection wıth
quake Aprıil 306

Augustine describes the events 1G OCCurred ın conJjunction wıth
earthquake of Aprıl 396, Tuesday. We therefore dentify the

bıshop who proceeded tak:  e’} advantage of this natural and claım 1t
the dıvıne punıshment wıth 1C he had presumably been threatening

the people of Constantinople for SOTIINC time. He Was Nectarı1us, natıve of
Tarsus and enator of Constantinople ore he Was chosen bıishop
there 1n He died the VYCar after the earthquake, eptember
397, when he. Wäas ucceeded Dy John Chrysostom“”. Chrysostom Wäas
hımself replaced Dy Arsacıus June However Arsacıus

11 November 405, replaced Dy Atticus four months later? Ihus
there WCIC four OX bıshops in rapı SUCCESSION during the reıgn of
Arcadıus, and only the PIODCI atıng of events descr1ibed Dy Augustine Can

PAULUS ÖROSIUS, Historiarum aAadversus DAQanO0sS lihrı VII SEL 5: 536-
54218 ccording the bles of EECK, CI 1919

19 SOZ. VIL.S: 6/7,1433-1436.
SOC VI1.2;

21 SocC V1.19; ’  *. Chronicon Paschale d.
SOocC V1.20:; SSOZ VIIL.27:; 67,1589-1592
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low ldent1ify correctly the bıshop in question.
Who Was the oldier whom, ıt Wäas claımed, evealed

himself? 'There 15 firm answer such question. However it 1s CITONMN-
COUS claım that he Was necessarıly 'hıgh-placed officer”. oldıer
of the ranks, seemingly, the audacıty in 304 claım that he had
rece1ved Vvis1on promising VICtOTY Theodosius 1n h1ıs (0)  coming
battle wıth the forces of the Eugen1us. Thıis V1S1ION Wäas eported Dy
the soldıer ’s commandıng officer h1is Super10T, and SsO-OoN until it reached
all the WaY the chaın of cCOommand the of the CINDCITOT himself?

it WOU. SCCH, WAas respecter of rank. The Samllec IMAaYy V well
of the Case 1C have been discussing ere

Mulliıngar- Westmeath aVvVl| WOODS

As esCmn Dy VAN MEER, C1t., 149
Theod V k


