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aspar ELM, Mittelalterliches Ordensleben In estfaien und Nieder-
rhein. udıen und Quellen ZU1 westfälischen Geschichte, 273
Paderborn, Bonifatlıus Verlag, 1989, 258

Wäas appY iıdea unıte 1ın thıs single volume twelve prev10ously
published artıcles of the hıghly qualified professor of the TEEC University
of Berlın, aspar Elm All of them discuss rel1g10us orders and
monaster1ı1es ın the medieval per10d in Westphalıa and the Lower ıne. It
1s that Elm himself, ıf he planned monograph upON thıs subject,
WOU certainly have offered IMNOTC unıfnled work wıth fewer repet1t1ons
than arec, almost necessarlly, Oun! here. addıtıon, he WOU. have

pha  C index 16 WOULU. have greatly facılıtated ACCcecs>s the
riches contained ın thıs volume. CaSC, the present

reviewer has read ere wıth greal pleasure and pro these artıcles 16
WEIC spread VeCI three decades of ılıgent research.

The foreword Dy Hohmann points Out hıghly useful feature of
Elm’s writings: Ss1ince he has red for VCaIsS ın the neld of rel1g10us
orders ın the 1ddle Ages, what he wrIıtes about sıngle order 1s
cons1idered in Comparıson wıth and iın relatıon other Orders also. And
thıs 18 WAays one Dy Elm in the Conftfext of h1s rich knowledge of the
ole historical per10d. In other words, Elm avo1ds the defect from R (
SOIINIC historlans of rel1g10us orders sufter: they wrıte ın VACUO, that 1S, wıth
lıttle relatıon the general background of the medieval per10d.
Exactly the OCCUIS in Elm’s wrıtings. Hence, the reader of these
valuable studıies 111 gulded Dy master hand throughout the interes-
ting history of medieval orders, Ways presented Dy KEim in theıir ell
documented relatıons their predecessors and theıir contemporarles.

The CSSaYS C1assı under three headıngs (not necessarıly
mutually exclusıve). er dealıng iın the first section wıth the Premon-
stratens1ans, Cistercıians and Wiıllıamites, the author deals in the second
sectlion wıth mendiıicants and ere the Augustinians recelve the hon’s
chare In section three, Eim of the devotio moderna and the Crosıiers.
It 15 perhaps chiefly ın thıs third section that shows the greal
or1ginalıty of nN1s investigations. Hıs CUStOM 15 aCCEDL statement,
mMaftter NOW often repeated, that contradicts known facts 1C has only
insufficıent buttress 1t. 'Thıs particularly in h1s refusal

deny the dependence of the (rosiers uDON the Brothers of the Common
Life for at least goodly of their spirıtualıty. appCars agaın 1ın the
discussıon of orbert, whose gure d salnt 15 NOL denied, but 1S
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accompanıed Dy Varlous indıicatiıons of h1s polıtıc and polemical
actiıvitles.

It 185 MOST helpful follow Elm’s of the (\isterc1ans ın theır
development from hermit-lıke ex1istence INOTC urban form of ıfe
eIr influence upOoN the Wıllıamıites 18 brought Ouft by examples.
This 15 one for the (istercıan constitutions also, 1C had such
infÄluence upOoN the Dominiıicans and other orders, includıng the
Augustinians.

'Ihe of the Augustinıians in the reg1o0ns handled ın these
CSSay>S 1S$ quıite satısfactory. Particularly ıllumınatıng 15 the discussion of
the un10n of the Wıllıamites and other wıth the Augustinian frıars
in 1256 and of the TC4SONS 1C prompte: the Wıllıiıamıites (consıstently
wıth theıir Benedictine outlook) appl1y almost at NC for lıberation from
the Oorced unı1o0n. Agaın, Elm’s of the Termineien 15 admirable
He Shows from the SOUTICECS that these houses WeIC by 1INCcCanls destined
merely SLOTASE places wellıng places for the frıars assıgned
seek alms ın Varlous forms, but had iın addıtiıon definıte pastoral
function. Many frıars wıth unıvers1ıty degrees WCCIC assıgned these
houses help in the confessional and pulpıt and recTru1lt NC  < members
of the order.

Elm Shows ell how the papal infdluence in the greal un1on of 256
efit uDON the Augustinians lastıng devotion the Holy dee. G they
regularly served and defended by theır books and SCITINOMNS p 210)
ontrary h1s regular CuStOM, however, the author makes 140, the
unproved assertion that the Augustinians the reg10ns under discussion
almost completely went vVer Protestantism. Not only does thıs Ta-
1cCt the n attachment of the Augustinians the PaDaCY C Elm
hımself has ell documented, but it leaves wıth the pressing
question: where the stat1st1Ccs back thıs assertion? Elim hımself
polnts Out 228 fact ıFa eady knew, namely that Varlıous
rel1g10us COommMmMuUnNıItIESs in the sixteenth WCIC expelled agalnst theıir
111 from theıir houses ın C1ıt1es C became otestan Dy Rat und
Agaın, the 7078 general assertion 132 that Gregory of Rımini dırected
the Augustinıan SC towards nomınalısm cshould corrected Dy SOMC

of Damasus Trapp’s studies, nOTLt cıted here, 1C WEeIC publıshed ın the
S1XUYe€eS.

But these few points of dıisagreement ın WaY destroy OUT

admıiıratıon for thıs hıghly useful work. We th. the publıshers and the
financıal backers who made ıt possible.

ıllanova John AVIGAN, O5


