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Franz Rosenzweılg ONCC made the insıghtful observatıon hat the
Scriptures constitute the rst cConversatıon of mankınd, conversatıon
In ic SaDS of half and ole miılennı1a between speech and

St Paul attempted find the answer the question of the
1r chapter of Genesis Ithe dısobedience and expulsıon of dam and
Eve] by questioning the words of the twentieth chapter of Exodus the
g1ving of the Decalogue]. Augustine replied ıth the ( ivitas el We
INAaY add that Donoso Cortes, In far ess iImpressive INANNCT, replıed
wıth hıs Ensayo sobre el catolicismo, el liberalismo, el socialismo*). The
dıferences between the [WO works ATC ere Augustıine
wriıtes apologıa for A surgıng Chrıistianıty, dırected agaınst the
nNTts of 4d4WESOINC culture, possibly ruly alıve In lıbrarıes,
Donoso endeavours COINC erms ıth the adverse changes of
fortune afflıcting wanıng Christianity ace by the TeSUTSCNCEC of
NCW, WOTrrISsOme, neo-paganısm.

In thıs cConversatıon 1C SOTINC 400 YCAaTIs, the princıples
and ideas 1C ATIC found In the (ivitas Dei sufler extensive modıfica-
ti1on al the an of Donoso. One need but mention the dıfferences iın
character, gEeNIUS, and hıstorical Contiexi carcely of Augustine’s S{a-
ture, Donoso Was statesman-polıtıcıan ıth the talent for Justifyıng
h1s practical nsıghts al times surprisingly target Dy hıghly
questionable u  n He possessed lıttle of Augustine’s profundıty OT

wıde-ranging interests. The princıple themes of the ( ivitas Dei AT
encountered In Donoso’s work in ardene: crystallıze form, made
ONEC dımensıonal, theır horizons narrowed, functioning ds interpretive
tools By far the mMoOost interesting of these sea-Changes 1S Ooun In
Donoso’s applıcatıon of the pıvotal notion of the [WO cıtles.

Augustine traces the pre-hıstory of the [WO cıtiıes {O the opposıtıon
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between the faıthful and rebelliıous angels In whom the Ove of (G0d 1S
contrasted to the love of sCc They comprise [WO socletlies 1C
antıcıpate the [WO cıtıes 1C arıse wıth the creatiıon of INa  - oug
dam already contaıns the elements of the [WO cıtıes In hıs OW

person“*), these inner contradıctions ATC made explıcı ın Caln and bel
Thıs dıvisıon of mankınd into [WO pyramıds of oyalty, communıtıies, OT
cıties 1S grounde in Scripture>). Augustine CONTirasts them iın VIVvId
colors. One City lıves by the standard of flesh he pomnts the
catalogue of VICeES gıven ın Galatians 5,19-21°) the other by the
standard of the spırıt. FEach CIty YCarns after ıts OW Man Can
choose {O 1ve eiıther accordıng standard OT hıs OW “lıvying
Dy rule of se 1C 15 Satanıc and charaeteristic of the Earthly City)
In famılıar PAsSsasc Augustine indıcates that the [WO cıties WEeTITIC
created by different loves; the Farthly City by self-love ( (@1 reaches

for God; the eavenly City by love of God carrıed ds far ASs
the mp of SC Here the °°amor MEUS, pondus meum of the
Confessions?) 15 projected outwards A socı1a] princıple of COSmMIC
proportions.

Each CIty 1s dırected towards goal OT end The Farthly City
towards Supreme Evıl, 1C 1S equated Dy Augustine wıth

eternal en The eavenly Cıity toward Supreme Go0od, 1Cc
18 identified ıth eternal ıfe The former 1$ al ome ın the WOTr Caln
ounded Cıty and Scripture testifes the productiviıty of hıs descen-
enTts bel Was pılgrım ın the worl d 1S the eavenly City ın the
DCTSONS of ıts members*‘). But only it 1S eternal. The Earthly City,

De ( ’ivitate Deli, IV 33 Englısh translatıon Dy Henry BETTENSON, The City of God
(New ork Penguin,

Ibid., An 228
“Ihus yOu dIC longer alıens In foreıgn land, but fellow-cıtizens ıth od’s

people, member of household””. Ephesians 2,19 “We, by Contiras: dIC cıtızens of
Heaven, and from heaven EXpEeCL OUT delıverer COMEC, the Lord Jesus Christ”
Philippians, 3,20, N.E

‘“Anyone Can SCC the kınd of behavıour that belongs the lower natiure
fornication, impurıty, and indecenCcy; iıdolatry an SOICCEIT Y, quarrels, contentious
temper, CHVY, fits of ragl, selfish ambıtıons, dıssensions, intrıgues, and jealousıes;
drinking bouts, orgles, and the lıke”

De (ivitate Dei, 14,3
Ibid., 14,28
Confessions, 13,9 Englısh translatıon by PINE-COFFIN (New ork Penguıin,

10) GeneSsiSs, 1723
ll) De (’ivitate Dei, SA 15,4. ei al
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uDOnN its final condemnatıon, l dısıntegrate ASs CIty. For the present,
however, it Content wıth empora happıness, and 1S comfortably
ensconced wıthın that publıc orthodoxy 1C 18 generated DYy the
WOr

The frontiers between the [WO cıtles dIeC NnOL closed Augustine
speaks of the attractıon 1C the WOT. for the cıtızens 81 the
eavenly C1ty, that prıor tO the loo A intermingling occured 1Cc
provıde the condıtıions for the deluge!*) None the less, In spıte of the
dıvisıons j ( must ake place caused Dy ust for WäTl,
lıtıgation, and the Earthly City 1S bonded ogether DYy SOrt
of tellowshıp ase COINIMMON näature. +} 1s dıvıded nto
number of empırTES of 1iC. the mMoOst impressive have een the Assy-
ran and the Roman. oug Augustine makes hıs OW the prophetic
injunction "escape from the mıdst of Babylon” he has spiırıtual
pılgrımage nOoTt physıca dıstancıng In mınd. 1S A PTOCCSS of spırıtual
purıfıcation by ı78 the belıever advances through the "steps of faıth?
and takes refuge In the Living God!*)

ere 15 somethıng unsettlıng, noTt Sa Yy elusıve. ın Augustine’s
conception of the eavenly City and ıts cıtızens. Perhaps Peter Brown
had thıs In mınd when he speaks of the latter ASs “resident alens 7
evelops In the ‘“shade” of the Earthly City and 1S ıts posıtıve double, al
least IOr the present*?).; The eavenly City 1S nol ıdentihed wıth the
Chriıstian Church, das the Church 1S miıixture of elect and reprobate,
and the Cıity also includes the elect of Israel and others whom the
mYyStery Was revealed* ’). Its Irue cCıtızen 18 pılgrım In foreign land,
resident alıen, who, nevertheless, makes uUsc of those thıngs NECESSATY
for ıfe ASs do hıs worldly Counterparts, albeıt In dıfferent WadY Because
of thıs. the eavenly C: though lıying ıfe of captıvıty, Oobeys those
aws of the Earthly City 1C ATC esıgne urther the COIMMNMON

200d and guarantee the support of ıfe In these essentıials harmony
the word 1$ Augustine’s 1S preserved*®):

('lashes arıse In the rel1g10uUs sphere The eavenly City worshiıps
12) Ibid., 1522
l3) Ibid., 18,2
l4) Ibid., 18,18
15) Peter BROWN, Augustine of 1DDO erkely: Unıv. of Calıfornia Press,

CSD ('iyvıtas Peregrina , 313-329
16) De (ivitate Dei, 18,1; 18,47
17) Ibid., 18,49
18) Ibid., IL: 19,26
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ONC God to Hım only 1$ atreia g1ven. Thıs that it CannotTt accept
C1IVIC relıg10us aws C ake polytheısm for granted and sei alse
gods Augustine indıcates that al thıs pomint the eavenly City NO
IMOTE closely ıdentifhed ıth the Christian Church Was oblıged
become °“burdensome nulsance” untiıl she Was able {O prevaıl Thıs,
both because of help and, INOTC pragmatıcally, by of “the
terror inspıred Dy her NMumMb6erS *7 Once assured of Irue worshıp, the
aspıratıon of 1ts Cıtiızens eavenly presently pOossessed ın al
nables them ead ıfe of rıghteousness. In thıs WaY, they uUusc the

of the Earthly City LO theır OW advantage.
One urther poımnt. Augustine’s consıderations the book of

Revelation did nNOoTt fail IMpDresSs Donoso who WAS much given
apocalyptic speculations*). Perhaps hıs equatıon of the Beast wıth the
Ungodliy City and the final defeat of the Antı-Christ Dy Jesus hımself.
present ın PCISON, made the reales Iimpact*!). In an Yy CasSC, ıt ll prod
Donoso towards d radıcalısm foreign Augustine and pessimısm
1C Was consıdered Dy INanYy and al times Dy hımself be ruly
pathological.

ese TIE observatıons present the maın lınes of Augustine’s
conception of the [WO cıties, the basıs of hıs impressive unfoldıng of
phılosophy/theology of hıstory Donoso read and pondere the
C(ivitas Dei 1fty-two of sSsmalillıs scr1pt ATC preserved ıIn the
archıves 1C contaın and reflections the work. Donoso., In
spıte of himself, woul tO be erratıc ıf NnNOT bızarre iscıple,
fallıng into the temptatıon of attempting fill ıIn and provıde the
specıfics of Augustine’s aster themes. Moreover, he uffered from
both certaın speculatıve nalıvete 4S ell AaSs d residual sympathy for the
cyclıca VIEW of time, d belıef ı Y 8d negaltes the possıbılıty of
phılosophy/theology of hıstiory*?)

l9) Idem
20) eier "Donoso Cortes: Second Look Polıtical Apocalyptic”.

Continulity, (1987) pp. 63-74
2\) De (ivitate Dei, 18.53; 20,14
22) “*la verdad sta la iıdentidad sustancıal de 108 SUCCSOS, velada OTINO

escondıda DOI Ia varıcdad nfinıta de las formas’”. ( artas Montalembert, Obras 2 377
ei al John MEARA’S statement In HIS introduction the Bettenson translatıon of the
City of God 1S unfortunate ‘“Neıther In 00 X VEX V of the City of God, 910)8
elsewhere ıIn the work, 15 there an y Ser10us attempt phılosophy of hıstory er than
h1is repudıation of the atfonıc theory of the cycle of existence and the substıitution for ıt
of the lIınear implıcıt In the Christian 1eW of creation, fall, redemption, and inal
destiny””. Op CI KMXMIV.
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Donoso’'s rst reference to Augustine, poss1ıbly wıthout havıng
read hım attentively, 1S rhetorical fustian. He 15 ‘“antorcha de la
glesia prod1ig10 de Afrıca, maravılla de]l mMundo! *X But after he
inıtıated Oroug readıng of Augustine hıs OW works egn show
theıir infÄuence. Donoso’s definition of order, the equatiıon of God wıth
the Platonic trıad of the G00d, the Just, and the Beautiful, varıety
consıdered ASs ISSUINg from unıty and returnıng tO . and h1ıs notion of
the vasti depredations of S1IN, al] show Augustine’s infÄiuence. But these
borrowiıings, ıf they in truth dIC such, dIC olored by Donoso’s OW

interests, projJects, aspıratıons, and preoccupatıons, d ell ıth
hıs OW Lype of pessimısm 1 INOTEC than ONE erıtic has called
Manıchaean.

In early work, Estudios sobre la Historia (183/% Donoso rather
primly Augustine’s ““sımple and majJestic aACCOunNtT of facts”’
the ( 'ivitas Dei LO later IC ATC "mere’ dogmatıc exposıiti1ons
of phılosophiıc OT socılal (hncory“*). He DOCS tO dıistingu1s between
ecclesiastıca] and profane hıstory, the Hirst dealıng wıth the CoONnNCatena-
t10n of events ıc ıllustrate designs regardıng the Church, the
second those ser1es of events 20 manıfest the desıigns of (J0d
regardıng empires and natıons“>). ven In hıs early work, Donoso
makes the antagonıists God, viewed almost ın the INaNnncT of orıental
potentate, and siınful INla  > He TESSES the sovereignty of God only In
hım ATC absolute rg and absolute W identified Dıvıne Law 18
iırresistible In the physıca order and oblıgatory ın the moral order. XYet,
opposed order 1S SIN, disorder, the evıl Dar excellence. am s SIN he
VIEWS dSs the adıcal shattering of the primıtıve order 1CcC consısted ın
the perfect unıon of God and IMan, (reator and ur the One and
the many“®).

I welve later, in the wake of hıs ‘“ Discurso sobre la Dıcta-
ura  79 1C DBaVC hım Ekuropean tature, INOTC ature and areful
Donoso takes the theme of the [WO cıties in hıs etters ontalam-
ert aralle the cıties dIiC [WO explanatıons of the ..  profoun
mMYSTeTrYy of human destiny””. They AdIC the atholıc and the Phılosophıiıc.
Between them there ex1ists absolute antagonısm, ..  un abısmo 1IN-
sondable”*”). All efforts find COMMMON ground, d rapproachment,

23) “Sobre Hıstoria de la cıviılızacıon de Espana . Obras, Z
24) ‘“ Estudıos sobre la Hıstoria”. Obras, Z Z
25) Ibid., 2
26) Idem
27) *“Cartas ] ON! de Montalembert  d 3 324



The Great IN the Ma 145

AIC doomed aılure Donoso proclaıms: 6LI belıeve that atnolıc
cıvılızation contaıns g00d wıthout an Yy admıiıxture of evil, and phılo-
sophıc cıvılızatıon contaıns evıl wıthout an Y admızxture of g00d 42).

Donoso Insısts that orıgınal SIN has caused er10us depredatıons.
Man 1S in both intellect and ıll He cCannot dıscern the truth 1NOT

ll and perform the g00d wıthout external a1d, VIZG Dıvıne assıstance.
As phılosophıc cıvılızatıon afırms that human nafiure 1S ole and in
g00d order, ıt perforce ıll ignore the NCCCSAT Y correctives 1C
insure the ProODer functionıng of human thought E eachıng authorıty|
and human wiıllıng ear of od| But in spıte of thıs dısastrous
oversight, OT perhaps because of c the polıtical and socıa]l solutions of
Phiılosophıc cıviılızatıon 11l rıumph and bolısh those WISse restrictions
1C nhıbıt the hubrıs of TCasonmn and wıll“?) As the g00d cannot
suffer ultımate defeat, Donoso 18 led {O conclude that a  oug evıl ıll
assuredly riıumph ın the natural order, g00d ıll vanquısh evıl in the
supernatural hrough dırect and personal Dıvıne intervention*®),

oug ın cooler oments Donoso made the dıstınetion between
phılosophy DEr and the negatıve philosophiıc sSystems 4ase
human autonomy*!), most ıf nOoTt all of the phılosophıes of modernity
WeTIC put nto the second grouping ompare Augustine who
recognızed the of Dıvıne Provıdence al work ıIn the Varıous
chools of hought, and had kınd words for ‘Platonism)’, Donoso VIEWS
Chrıistianıty 4S radıcally opposed Phiılosophy 1C reflects sinful
INa  — and human ITICason unaıded Dy He insısts that belıef ın the
natural perfectabilıty of INan ea ınvarıably tO the desacralızatıon of
soclety and 111 1SSsue nto NCW, unheroı1Cc, paganısm. Furthermore, in
novel twiıst, Donoso Aasserts hat human TCasOonN, In aflırmıng ıts ndepen-
dence from (10d and objectıve 9 manıfests ıts relatıon the
Absurd I0 aflırm the self 15 deny ru He that there 1S

secret affınıty between the unregenerate human mınd and the Absurd,
that, In $ the human mınd 1S the CreatorT, the god of the Absurd,
and finds ıt be g00d

On the socı1al and polıtıcal eve Donoso the theme of the
(ivitas Dei Iwo communıtıes OT cıtıes engaged in struggle throughout

28) Ibid., 325
29) Ibid., 325-3726
30) Ibid., 326
31) ‘*Polemica CON la Prensa Espanola”. 2’ 339-340
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the COUTSE of time. Hıstory 1S the aCCOount of the Varıo0us events In the
struggle**), which 1S iıtself the determinant of all other events ase
hıs version of the [WO cıties. Donoso aunched hıs acC prophecıies’””.
Europe woul be conquered and be incorporated nto the vast WOr
empıre of Russıan Rome. ven thıs VICtor10us empiıre woul be
niecte' and fall victim VIrus it woul from Euröpe**).
er those forces of dıssolution i he called "corrupting angels’”’
have one theır work, and thıngs ATe al theıir VETY lowest, the Irue City
of God 11] be mposed through direct Dıvıne intervention.

In the struggle between the [WO cıties, ..  aque gigantesco combate”’
there ATEC noncombatants. Everyone partıcıpates. Dıvine Provıdence
1S opposed and eieate Dy human LEiberty>?). The conflıct 1S already
ost the natural level The he describes AS the "catastrophe DUar
excellence of hıstory” looms the horizon. Society sımply Ooes not
want be Christian and ıts ea wısh 1S being fu  e Only
indıyviıduals Can stıll SaVe themselves. Once the PTOCCSS of radual
sedimentatıon inıtiated Dy Christianıity, and responsable for cıvilızation
al 1ts est has een diısrupted, the rest 1S sımply atter of gravıty
Wıth hıs usual penchant for strıkıng images, Donoso indıcates that thıs
final catastrophe 11] take the form of demagogic empıre led by
plebeıan of Satanıc greatiness. Donoso iıdentified hım AdSs the Man of Sın
of Thess

Augustine’s majJestic conception has here een reified and turned
nto ens wıth 1C VIEW the polıtıcal vicıssıtudes of the Nıne-
teenth Century and 1ts aC  rop In the Protestant Reformation and the
French Revolution. The first, Donoso interprets ASs crucı1a]l turn ın
hıstory when the spırıt of revolt 18 strengthened through 1fs Incorpora-
t1on form of the Chriıstian verbum. In Lurn, thıs CONJunc-
t10n makes the French Revolution pOoss1ı  ©; IC itself the doors

NC  S paganısm, parasıte IC draws ıts strength from its
Chrıistian ost Ancıent aspırations omnıpotence ATEC reborn ın the

32) Ensayo, Z 561
33) Letter of9 FF
34) Discurso sobre Ia Dictadura, K 315-316: 319
35) Ensayo, HM p. 561
36) °““"That day cCannot OMe before the final rebellıon agaınst G0d, when wıckedness

äl be revealed in human form, the INan doomed perdıtion. He 15 the He NSses
In pride agaılnst god, called. object of men’s worship, and VEln takes hıs
seat ın the temple of (10d claıming be god hımse

3'I) Ihe best summarıes of ese VIEWS ATC found In Discurso sobre la Dictadura
(1849) z 305-323, and C’arta al Cardenal Ornarı (1852) Z



The Great INn the Ma 147

State., the Church 1S immured In the Sanciuary, and vitiated ICason

enters the polıtıcal ICNa 4S maJorıty rule and government DYy debate
Thıs Neeting WOT. 1C only Satan CONVvert nto SOTINC-

ıng firm, becomes the princıpal object of human COMNCEIN Donoso
elleve: hat the 'Age of Revolutions’ MC culmınated ıIn 789 and
18458, WOU ead urther fragmentatıons of lready fragıle cıvılı-
zatıon. Provısıonal holdıng actıons such ASs dictatorshıp 18 the ast
defense agaınst the forces of chaos untıl there 15 nothing eft DTC-
serving>®),.

In Donoso’'s speculatıons, Augustine’s pessimısm has een radıcalı-
zed and hıs optimıstıc Oments overlooked Weıghty princıiples wıth
vast implıcations have een contracted and used 4S the basıs for
prediction ıf nof pseudo-prophecy. TIhe interrelatıons between the Hea-
venly and Earthly Ciities the uUusec 1C the pılgrım communıty makes
of arthly 1S all but ignored In bizarre MAaNnNCI, Donoso
works agalnst hıs OW intention of spirıtualızıng the polıtıcal domaın.
The {[WO cıties ATC voıded of theır spirıtual dımensions and become
secularızed. The eavenly City 1S equated ıth Christian cıviılızatıon
centered around the Roman atholıc Church An oblıgatory absence of
SX detaıl 18 replace by massıve projections into the future COUTSC of
hıstory subtle appraısal of future possıbılıties grounde: Scripture
g1VveEs WdYy Tas apocalytıcısm.

Donoso MaY have een Justified in castıgatıng belıef ın ASs

ONeC of the maJor CITOIS of the day Perhaps, AS he eleve Hıstory 1s
retreating nNnOT advancıng>?). None the less, thıs belıef. Joıned an
almost pathological pessim1ısm, the Spanısh penchan for exaggeratıon
and hıgh drama, and mınd which Was scarcely al home in the arıhed
alr of hıgh speculatıon, generated hıs adaptatıon of Augustine’s [WO
cıtles. Though merely mınor varıatıon the theme. ıt 1S superb
example of conversatıon al dıstance between [WO DCISONS of wıldly
unequal gen1us and dısparate temperament

Robert HERRERA
Seton all Universıity

38) Ibid., Z p. 316


