
The Life of John apgrave, E.S.A (1393-1464)

The rece1ved bıography of John apgrave 1s charaecterized ASs dIC

Man Yy other medieval lıves by eITOIS and uncriıtical accret1ions, most of
them results of confusıon, ack of informatıion, and the acceptance of
unsubstantıated tradıtions. Only few dates In Capgrave’s ıfe MaYy be
g1ven ıth certamty: hıs 1r prı 253 1393; hıs promotıon to the
ına pre-degree Status of lector prı S, 1421 ; hıs appoıntment ASs

student tOo Cambrıdge prı 13 1422; hıs orma. completion of the
bachelor degree arc 20, 1423; hıs reception of Henry VI ıle
he Was pr10r al the Austın convent In Lynn August }} 1446; hıs
electiıon A prior-provincılal of England July ZZ 453 al Wınchester
and hıs confirmatıon ın the office May 8, 1454; hıs re-election al

Lynn August 15, 455 and reconfirmatıion ebruary 14, 1456:;
h1s recognıtion of Edmund ede AS the ounder of the Austıin cConvent
al Oxford in 1456; and hıs ea August Z 464 For the rest there
15 lıttle SUTC evidence. Some problems ave een convincıingly resolved
In 9 and ıt 1S ope others ll be ettled clarıfıed ere

ere dIC urther records of publıc role 1C WOUuU account
for the grea reputatıon apgrave apparently enjoyed in hıs OW. time
and certamly had attaıned Dy the time the lıterary bıographers egan
take ote of hım ıIn the exti He 1s lıttle help himself, for he
makes only mınımal and are references few of the people he met,
and he makes COomMmMent al all the internal condıtıons of
CO  e  Tary England 10 COMEC SOMEC understandıng of how he
COuU ave eached prominence IC 15 not reflected in hıs
vernacular works, ıt 15 important realıze that he always 1Ve'! nOoTt in
rural moOnasterYy but in CONWV! in the centres of busy that he
Camne into contact ıth Man Y of the ıimportant relıg10us and polıtıcal
f1gures of hıs tıme, that he travelled abroad, and that he LOSC the
hıghest pOost in the Englısh provınce of hıs order. Some aspects of thıs
knowledge, especılally the study of h1s educatıonal COUTISC, a1d in the
interpretation of hıs works, but chiefly they admıiınıster corrective LO
the VIEW of apgrave Aas sequestered f1gure, UuNaWare of 0)1 uniınvolved
in the ıfe about hım
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In The Chronicle of England apgrave g1ves hıs birthdate A prı
230 1 393 and in The Life of St Katherine he specıfically SaVYS, “My
cuntre 15 of northiolke, of be tOWN of Iynne ” ®) par from these are
statements, the only genealogıcal relatıonshıp IC has CVCI een
suggested fOr apgrave 15 that he Was the nephew and namesake of
fourteenth-century Austın frıar, who Was appoınted to study al
Oxford the recommendatıon of the asters, bachelors, and pr10rSs
of the Oxford limit (admınıstratıve dıstrıct) and who received h1s
doctorate in eology ın 3090 Unfamilıar ıth the Augustinıian
archıves, the early bıographers WeTiIC UNaWaIic that there had een [WO
LUCIHN of the Samıe NamMc , and in the only instance where they aAaTec both
mentioned before Alberic de Meyjer’s 955 bıography, the ıterary
productions aTec assıgned LO the earhıer INan °) 1S possible LO UuUscC the
few detaıls known about the first John apgrave TeEIMMOVEC certaın
CITOIS in the author’s hıstory.

Apparently the biographies of the {WO INCNH, ONC obscure and the
other renowned in hıs OW. aQC, WeIC SOOMN confused ; and they WeIC

certainliy conilate: 4S early 4S the sıxteenth Wıthout
ception untiıl the eighteenth NTtUTY, the COMMEeNntators ame Oxford
as the wrıter’s unıversıty. er hıs OW works wıth theır references LO

Cambrıdge WeIC dıscovered, it became CUSLOMATY LO deser1ibe apgrave
4S «doctor of both the unıversıtles ». In iıtself thıs desceription 1s
suspectT, for the places al the unıversıties WEeEIC few and zealously
guarded In the mıddle dBCS NOow that John apgrave who dıd attend
Oxford 1S KnOoWwn., the anomaly 15 resolved.

hıs 1C  S AaWaTeNCcss of the first John apgrave also elps ANSWCI

the question of the author’s bırthplace. In absolute terms, the
statement in the St Katherine that he W as INnan of Lynn, Norfolk,
INaYy INCAal LNOIC than that he Was resident of the Lynn Convent al
the time of the poem’'s composıtion ıle he orıgınally Camle from Kent
d hıs first bıographers Say But, a  oug there 1s mention of hıs
unusual UTNamMlec In the lısts of gul members and borough officıals

Hıngston (London, 259
Horstmann, BETIS. 100 (London, Prologue, 240

Torell:i, Secoli: Agostinıianl, VII ologna, 314 de Meyer
the SAIllCc conclusıon in hıs Tee part artıcle apgrave. Under the tıtle, ° JIohn
apgrave, R O the ree WEIC publıshed in Augustiniana, (1955). 400-440 ;
and Augustinianda, VII (1957) 118-148, 53125/4 Ihey ll be Cıte': subsequently ASs de
Meyjer, Part f Part IL, Part 111 De Meyer discusses the relatıonshıp of the {[WO John
Capgraves ın Part 405-406
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In ally of the legal documents extant ıIn the town records, there 1S
TeCAaSON ASSUIMNC that he Was orn either in Lynn iıtself ın the
immediıate vicınıty.

In the fiırst place, OMNC of the of the Austın frıars requıred
that nNOVvICEe en and thereafter be consıdered conventual of the
convent nearest hıs parental home *). Sınce apgrave Was sent

Cambrıdge, it 15 reasonable LO A4ASSUMMNC that he elonge orıginally tO

the limit 1c it served, that 1S, ON«Cc of the houses al Cambrıdge,
Norwich, are, Lynn, Little Yarmouth, Orford, Huntingdon, 0)8

Thetford Because he Was made pr10r at Lynn Dy 446 al the latest, kept
the house d h1s permanen residence CeVCMN durıng the per10d when he
Was prior-provincılal, and remaıned there untıl hıs ea iın 1464, it

MOSst lıkely that he had also entered the order there
Second, there aATICc internal indıcatıons in hıs works 1C| reveal

famılıarıty ıth Norfolk, and partıcularly ıth Lynn, ıIn hıs early
Most ıimportant aATC the references OCa events i he makes in
The Chronicle of England. Throughout the book, he takes ote of
disasters such a4s fiıres in the COUNLY and g1ves LOIC specıfic AaCCOUN of
the actıons of the Varıous bıshops of Norwich than of anı y others. More

partıcularly, fOor the YCaI 1400, between the notice of the ea of
Rıchard 11 and the report of the rebellıon of Owen Glendower, he
records the capture of SOINC Scottish fishıng boats Dy IMN of Lynn and
theır eing brought fO the tOown (pp 76-277) In 1404, when he Was

eleven, he Was apparently eyewıtness the departure of Princess
ılıppa irom Lynn fOr her marrıage Kıng TIC of Norway
(Chronicle, 292, De ITllustribus Henricis, 09) And, finally,
the INOTC natıonal events of 1416, he reports the stealıng of three
chılaren of Lynn by beggars and theır later In London
(Chronicle, 316)

Fınally, SINCE the Sr apgrave Was nominated the unıversity
Dy the sen10r members of the Oxford limit, he clearly Camlc from ONC of
the e1g cConven under theır Jurisdıction. One of these Was 1ın Kent, al

Canterbury, and it INaYy ell ave een hıs ome In anı y CaASC, though
thıs explanatıon oes nOoTt help place the wriıter In Norfolk, ıt makes it
INOIC lıkely that it Was the first John apgrave who Was

Cantiıorum comıtatu natus’.

Roth, The English Austın Friars, 9-1 (New York,
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1nce the medieval populace Was not hıghly mobile and since these
pleces of evidence strongly suggest that the fourteenth cen
apgrave Was from the south and apgrave the author from ast
Anglıa, the hypothetical uncle-nephew ınk between the {[WO 15

questionable. In the face of the hıstorıical evıdence, de Meyer’s ıteral
readıng of “ faders’”’ AaSs “kınsmen ” in the following lınes 15 exceedingly
ENUOUS

Owt of be WOT profyte Cam
On-to De brotherhode quec Inne—
odd Jeue fOor blynne
13 OlOW be Steppes of faders be-for,
CC be rewle of Austen WeT

The Life of Katherine, Prologue, 11 241-245)
Thus, ıle it 1s empting provıde apgrave wıth SOMMEC bond In the
past, ıt 15 IMNOTE practicable regard hım autonomously and o0k first
al the tOown where he much of hıs ıfe

Whether he Was orn in the LOWN ıtself ÖT ın ONC of the nearby
hamlets, Lynn WOUuU ave provıded apgrave wıth opportunıitıies
VIEW the full of medieval economıic, socılal, and relıg10us
actıvıties. oug ıt 15 longer promınent CeNLre. ynn’s
geographıca posıtıon made it ıimportant port and market LOWN in
the fıfteenth By 3 it Was nınth 1n S1Ze the cıtıes of
England and petition in 472°) for addıtional chapels LO the
publıc g1ves evidence of the numbers who irequented the tOWN 2) In

Russell, British Medieval Population (Albuquerque, 142 He
estimates ynn’s populatıon 4,691 TIhe eight OWNS larger than Lynn and theır
estimated populatıons in 377 WEIC London, York, Bristol, 9,518:;
ymouth, 12065 OventTrY, H20 Norwich, 5,928:;: Lincoln, 5.354; and Salısbury, 4,839

?) The CoOontients of the petition AdIC known from the repIy ıt contaıned In the
Calendar of Atrıes INn the Papal Registers relating Great Britain and Ireland: Papal
Letters, Vol. VII, 17-14. ed I wenlow (London, 441 -447)
To the bıshop of Ely Mandate el0wWwW The recent petition of the OoOWNnsmen of
Bıshop's Lynn (opidanorum ville de Lenne episcopl) In the diocese of Norwich contaıned
that wıthın the bounds of elIr parısh church of St argaret, appropriated Dy papal
authorıty the pr10Tr and CONvent of Norwich, and served by four monks thereof, ONC of
them called DT10T, who AIc removeable al the pleasure of the saı1d pr10T and convent, and
DYy hıred chaplaın, secular priest, the parıshioners ul al time immemorTI1a|l chapel
of St James and another of St ıcholas, In ach of 1C. chaplaın has erto een
and ST1 18 / placed Dy the saıd Dr10T7 and conven(, wh celebrates hereın I114SS and er
dıvine offiıces and admınısters number of the parıshıoners by old cCustom all
ecclesjiastıical sacramen(ts, but not baptısm, marrıage NOT churching of 9 and
addıng that In the saıd tOown the multıitude and devotion of the saı1d parıshioners has
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the Samlc WAaY, the total of ıfty-two churches, chapels and oratorıies
cshows that there WeTIC grea avaılable fOr prıvate endowment.
Ihat ONeC of the four remaıinıng Englısh factories of the Hanseatıc
League WAas 1n Lynn demonstrates its continuing involvement in the
Baltıc trade And, whıiıle much of England’s international trade Was

destroyed by the WAaTs ıth the French, Dy the shifting allıances in the
LOW Countries, and Dy the increasıng isolatıon and eastward turnıng of

the Baltıc merchants, the merchants of Lynn entered the newly
developıing Icelandıc Dy 420 and continually sought

theır rıghts in ıt Dy negotlat1ons theır OW behalf ıth the

kıng of the Danes}
As concomıtants of thıs busy radıng actıvıty, Lynn not only had

relatıvely large alıen populatıon for Englısh tOWwWN 3) but also felt the

struggle fOor polıtical strength the part of the mıddle class. The

increasıng prosperıty of the members of the seventy-Iive trade guilds in

Lynn finally brought them into OPDCDH conflıct ıth the 0Ca merchants
in the early of the fifteenth CenturYy ıle John apgrave Wdas

student frıar. And though Lynn Was LO become ..  one of the closest of
the close boroughs’’?) in the end, fOr the moment the small olıgarchy
controlling the gu1ld of the Holy Trinıty W as forced by the general class
of burgesses in conjunction ıth the privileged of episcopal
enants OW greater particıpatiıon ın the cho1ıice of officıals. The
increased democracy the had earned dıd not last long, but
theır capacıty gel theır grievances ear‘ and LO force agreements
reflects the communal W and, therefore, theır relatıve affluence.
Many of the meetings al 1C corporate ffaırs WeIC discussed and

cCompromıises established WeTIC held wıthın the Augustinlan cConvent
Such intrusıions of the outsıde world uDON theır relıg10us ıfe WeTIC of

increased much that Easter day yYCal Ou 1,.600 persONSs recelve the

communıon (sacramento Fucarıst!ı communicantur) In the sa1d parısh church, and in the

saıd chapels of St Nıcholas and S{ James Oou 1,.400 and 900 respectively. The DOPC
orders the above bıshop, ıf he finds the acts be stated, the parıshıoners
that they INaYy in the saı1d chapels ear 1114Sss and er dıvıne offıces DYy the saı1d chaplaıns
and recelve from them the saıd sacramen(s, and that the saıd chaplaıns mMay freely
admınıster them the Sa , savıng the rıght of the parısh church and of an Yy other.
Ammonet NOS suscept1 CUrad.

Power and Postan, Studies In English vrade In the Fifteenth Century
(London, 166

NorfolkH.J Kerlıing, ‘“ Alıens in the County of Norfolk, -1485°,n r A a E E a e a Archaeology, y@ SEl (1962). 200-212
*y Taıt, The Medieval English Boroughn (Manchester, 148
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COUTSC characterıstıic of the mendiıcant orders in the late mıddle agCS,
and wıtnessing the struggle al close9 apgrave must ave become

of polıtıcal realıties early
Wıth arge populatıon and much prosperı1ty, Lynn enjoyed

dramatıc entertaınments simılar those in other arge centres ere
1S evidence for mYSterYy cycle, but DIays of Thomas and of
Mary and Gabriel WeTITeC certamly acted*?); and the Varlıous publıc
records of Lynn mentıon everal fOr DIays OI to players
(includıng miınstrels) durıng the first half of the fifteenth century **).
Sınce the Augustinıan Convent Wäads ocated In the cenire of the LOWN
and iIrequently housed visıtıng dıgnıtarıes, it 1S lıkely that apgrave Sa  S

both the publıc spectacles in the nearby tireefts and market place and
the prıvate entertaınments Occasıonally staged for guestis. Iwo aspects
of apgrave’s style in hıs saınts’ lıves ear consıderable resemblance
the technıques of the medieval Everywhere, he fOcuses
central, objective and dramatıcally realızable episodes, and whenever

OCCasıon arıses in the narratıve FÖr debate, eXOrCISM, 0)18

convers1ion, the 1s eiıther carefully descer1ibed OL al least,
establıshe Dy SOINC promiınent object.

robably apgrave had Joıned the Augustinıan order later than
410*?) Why he chose the Augustinıans VeT the Francıscans,
Domuinicans, Carmelıtes, all of whom WEeEIC represented ıIn Lynn,
CannoTt be determined. Certamly, h1s order Was important ONC In the

10) ambers SdVYyS, In The Medieval age, 11 (Oxford, 374
ere Was Corpus Christı guı1ld early 1400, and the Taılor’s Ordinances of 44]
requiıre them take part in the Corpus Christı PrOCess10N ; but do NnOL find evidence of
regular annual plays The hamberlaın  s Accounts for 1385, however, include :
11] 111Jd certaın players, playıng interlude Corpus Christı day
11] 1111Jd paıd by the ayor’'s gıft PCTISONS playıng the interlude of St TIThomas the
artyr'.
and Ose for 4672
1J) paıd for L[WO flagons of red wıne, In the house of Arnulph Tıxonye, DYy the
ayor and MOST of hıs rethren, eing ere SCC certaın play at the eas of Corpus
Christı In thıs SaJmnle VCal the Skınners and Saılors °of the town’ rece1ved rewards ‘ftor
theır labour Ou the procession of Corpus Christı thıs year'. In 9-1 Lady de
Beaufort AIne Nı play
and ambers, IDId., 384, Iso records:
In 14  s the corporatıon of Lynn cshowed play ıth Mary and Gabriel before Lord
Scales (at Mıddleton, Norfolk].

11) Further Ad1IC recorded in the EeXTITACi from the Lynn records
publıshed In the Historical M anuscripts COommission, Eleventh Report, 'art II (London,

162-163
12) de enen Part } 407
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LOWN, ıth house arge enough entertaın Bıshop Arundel and hıs
retinue in 383 13) and the uke and Duchess of Clarence wıth three

hundred horses in 141 14) Moreover, it Was chosen A the for the

meetings of the representatives of the tOwn and of the Bıshop of
Norwich 1C. ave een referred earlıer. As pr10T, apgrave Was

rece1ve Henry VI there in 144 15)
ere WEeIC manYy dıfferences in the orıgınal intent10ns of the foun-

ers of the gre. mendiıcant orders, but wıthın few generat1ons, they
had W: essentially all For instance, al the command of the PODC

inspired in vis1ıon Dy St Augustine, accordıng apgrave 16)
the Augustinians eft theır rural Convents for the urban ıfe of the

other fri1ars. The Mınors SOOII neglected St Francıs’ injunction
human learnıng and ıth the other orders followed the

Dominıcans 1ın developıing advanced schools fOr the study of heology
and allıed arts Moreover, all the orders of frı1ars sought LO dissemıinate
the basıc Christian belıefs the people, and in order dıscourage
GCOHCCIH for local ınterests and arge estates such ASs occupled Man Yy
monastıc establıshments, they denigrated worldly pOSSESSIONS and
created centralızed controls ultimately vested in the DOPC Fıinally,
despıte the Great Schıism and the a  em of secular authorities
gaın theır support for nationalıstic goals, they all remaıned commıtted

the authorıty of Rome. mong them, the Augustinian theologıans
provıded the 16 arguments for the pope’s domiınıon.

In the late mıddle agCS the spiırıtual state and moral authorıty of
the friars weakened: and they became subject charges of worldlıness

they fell AaWAdY from absolute DOVETTY 17) Medieval OUTCES pomnt

13) ston, Thomas Arundel (Oxford, 184-185

l4) H.J Hıllen, Hıstory of the Borough of King s Lynn, (Norwich, 165

15) As he reports ın hıs De ITllustribus Henricıs, ed ingston (London,
13

16) In The Chronicle of England, 5 /
ment1o0ons individual of lapsed frı1ars17) Throughout h1ıs work, Father RKot
the abuse of the VO of DOVeTrLY 1 86-and he discusses frequently recorded

59). In addıtion, he seeks refute charges of Lollardry made agaınst Austıns He

dBICCS that the [WO asters wh ‘““spoke agalinst the shirkıng of axXe! DYy the higher
clergy In WTa WEIC the roya atıonalıst, A opposed papal sıde *whıle ıf 15

irue that they voıced only the popular sentiment it 1so indıcates the 1Inroads Wyrclıf s
» >

eachıng had made ose whose 1IrS allegıance should ave een the Pope
64) But, he Say>S ater, “r has en een saı1d that SOINC Englısh Austıns sıded ıth

Wyrclıf’s socıal teaching afever theır ıdeas ın the matter m1g ave been, hıs attack

uUupDON al turned them agaınst hım  T 66) Finally, whıle he sug ere Was
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general decline in theır intellectua actıvıty ASs ell The change from
strengt. {O weakness 1s perhaps less noticeable in the Case of the

Augustinlans because they WeIiIC 1r ın S17e the orders of frıars
in England, and because they dıd not produce an Yy scholars al Oxford
and Cambrıdge as ıimportant in the shapıng of medieval thought dSs the
Francıscans oger Bacon, Duns Scotus, and Wıllıam Ockham 0)8 the
Domuinıcan ıcholas Triıvet. It must also be remembered that hat
AappCAars the surface AS sudden increase ın the number of
Augustinıans attending the unıversities in the ast decades of the
fourteenth and the beginniıng of the fiıfteenth, and m1g be
taken ASs evidence of uUPDSUTIgC ıIn the academıiıc evel, 1s in fact 0)091° of
the results of the Great Schıism (1382-1417). Since France supported
the Antı-pope, the Parıs studium generale Was closed LO the other
kuropean frıars whose countries SET1 adhered Rome. In CONSCYUCNCE,
they WeTIC drawn to Oxford, ambrıdge, and London, and theır
in the ro of students hıde the continumng decline certaın
extient S)
decline in scholarshıp after Capgrave’s ea 430), he o€es NnOL SCC spırıtual desuetude
untıl abaout forty before the Act of Supremacy ( 9 431 For INOTE generalızed
1eW of the possıble truth behind charges made agaınst the friars, SCC Wıllıams,
..  atıons between the Mendicant Friars and the Secular Clergy in England ın the Later
Fourteenth Century’”, Annuale Medievale, (1969), 22-93

lfl) SUTVCY of the data ın Emden [WO bıographiıca. registers substantıates
ese conclusıions. These {tWO monumental works, Biographical egister of the
University of Oxford 1500, ols (Oxford, 1957-1959) and Biographical Register of
the University of Cambridge (Cambrıdge, nclude notices of s10)001= 434 Augustinıan
frıars. (Thıs number Was arrıved Dy reducıing the combıned ota of 2107 Cambrıdge
and 29724 al Oxford Dy the wh aAIiIc eiıther repeated in the Oxford volumes Abyndon,
de Venezıa, de Lucca, Hervy, and Schwarzenberg who CCUT ın the regıisters of
both unıversıiıties Berewyck, Newbiggıing, Herford, Godwick, Owenby, Cressall,
Constanz, Colchester, arpes, enıit, Sharyngton, Penketh, alyon, Curteys, waytes,
Rose, JT oneys.) Of ese, 135 receı1ved the magısterium, the doctorate IN eology. The
proportion completing the degree eached nearly DCI ent INn the generatıon
ımmediıately pr10Tr Capgrave’s (35 of Englısh frıars between 360 an: In
addıtıon, OÖONeC of the foreign fr1ars primarıly talıan and German AaDpCAaIs before
1358, and there AaIc only 1/ after the beginnıng of the fiıfteenth Even INOIC
obvıous than these indıcatıons of the isolatıon of the Englısh Drovınce of the Augustinıan
order 15 the sharp decline the number of frıars who AdIC lısted 1censed preach
er 352 Between 274 and L352, A of AT lıcensed, but only of 113 between
360) and 400 Certammnly INOTE WOu ave een covered Dy the blanket 1censes issued by
SOINC bıshops; and, of COUISC, Emden’s regıisters do nOoTt nclude an Y of the friars wh:
rece1ved enough theologıcal traınıng be lıcensed preach but who dıd nOoLt attend
eıther of the unıversıiıtlies.

Such data provıde meanıngful COMMENT the Inen wh: WeTiIC apgrave’s
teachers and Sen10T7 colleagues. When one-thiır: of those recorded al the CONvents iın
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For all thıs, although the per10 1 Sa  S scholastıcısm
developed ıts greates subtlety Dy ser1es of brillıant Englısh frıar
doctors had ended Century before, it Was still the mendıcant
rather than the monastıc orders that the eadıng theologıans WEIC

oun in the fifteenth Centu and, in thıs respect, the Augustinians
WEeIC not unımportant. They provıded theır chare of bıshops,
particularly LO T1S SCCS , the Augustinıan eoffrey Hardeby Wäas

foremost in replying to Archbishop Fitzralph’s attacks the friars;
and members of the order WeTIC given equal place wıth other orders in
the grea meetings the heretical teachıngs of WyrclıfC WeIC held
al Blackfriars under Archbiıshop ıllıam Courtenay and al Oxford 19)
and in the fiıfteenth Century heresy trials1 followed the passagc of
the tatute De Haeretico Comburendo 20)

Augustin1an historians do not diıscuss the connection in detaıl, but
the order, OT al least the Oxford cConvent of it, had g0o0od TeAaSON to

sympathıze ıth Wyclıf’s Oopin10ns 1n the early stages of the

Con  SYy ince disputations WeEIC regularly held in the Austın
conventi, it 15 not especılally important that Wyclıf Was lecturıng there
when he rece1ived the CWS5 of hıs condemnatıon. But Man Yy of hıs
belıefs WeEeIC derıved from the gre of the Augustinıan theologıans,
ıles of Rome**); and the later prior-provincıal, Thomas Wınterton,
Was ONC of hıs close assoclates. In addıtion, the appCarance of Wyrclıf"s
Determinatıio in the collection of works made Dy another Austın frıar,
dam Stocton, in the 1370’s also reflects interest in Wyclıf's ideas **).

er the authoritatıve condemnatıon of Wyrclıf's opinıons by the
mendıcant theologıans and Dy Archbishop Courtenay al the
Blackfrıiars (or ‘“Earthquake’’) Counsıl of 1382, there 1S, ıth the sıngle
exception of Peter Pateshull **), OCcasıon question the Odoxy

unıversıty OWNS WeTiIC foreigners and nearly one-half continued the final degree, ere
Can be doubt that theır 1eW extended ell beyond the insular and that the

dısputatiıons they undertook WeEIC sophisticated and dıverse.
19) Workman, John Wiclif: Study of the English Medieval Church, I1

(Oxford, the Blackfrıars Councıl each of the mendiıcant orders had [WO

representatıves.
20) One of the mMOST famous Was the trıal of Wıllıam Taylour in 423 At that time

John LOWwe, ater Bıshop of St Asaph, Was ONC of the Augustinian 80ctors.
21) wynn, The English Austın Friars In the T ime of Wyclif (London,

230, 2A5
22) Ibid., 236-239
23) Ibid., 27822715 apgrave ment10ns hıs defecfion in The Chronicle of

England, 244
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of the Englısh Augustinlians. In fact, their reaction Wäas AS immediate
and SCVOIC AS mıg be expected iın the atmosphere of fear and OC
1Cc developed when essentı1al doctrines WeIC questioned. Wyrclıf’s
frıend omas Wınterton, for example, answered Wyclıf’s treatıse
Confessio in work entıitled Absolutio, relyıng heavıly the
characteristic Augustinıan doectrines of lordshıp and and, ın
revis10on, the words of praıise for yclıf in Stocton’s collection WEIC

removed. Cambrıdge, where apgrave Was LO B, had sıgnıfıcant
cContact ıth the heresy though the theologıca students mMust ave een

of the CONLTOVETSY ; and few mpts WEIC made ralse the
1SSues al Oxford after Archbıishop rundel visıtatiıon In 411

Persecution Was moderate In England and mMoOost heret1cs
recanted **); but the sever1ty of the penaltıes ensured that orthodoxy
Was al paıns LO demonstrate ıtself. Yet ıf only hıs Englısh works WEeEIC

consıdered, apgrave WOU SCCIN to ave had lıttle interest In ebatıng
theologıca poılnts. par from es the doctrinal 1SSUEeS raised in
the early days of the church, condemnatıons of Wyclıf and Oldcastle,
few references {O Lollard actıvıties in the before hıs Chronicle
ends In 141 7, and explanatıons of the specıfic heresies the saınt
combatted ıIn The Life of St Augustine, he Oo€es not touch the subject.
In fact, however, thıs 1s another instance where the ıterary personalıty
and the publıc INan aTrec wıdely dıvergent, for apgrave must often ave
een in close GCONTACI ıth the 1sputes. For example, he cannot ave
een UuNaWale that SUSPICIONS of the Lollard heresy WeTIC several times
raısed in Lynn; and investigations 1C must ave een part of
the COININON g0OSSIp WeTC frequently carrıed out in the diocese of
Norwich sıngle ıllustratiıon 11l suffice LO SsShoOow hat extent he
cCovered hıs OW) OpIn10Ns ıth AaNONYMOUS style In 1401, when
apgrave Was DOy of eıght, OWNSMAN, Wıllıiıam Sawtre, WAas the
first INan executed under the 191  S statute; and later apgrave ecorded
the In hıs Chronicle He g1VES nOLt sıngle detaıl 1C suggests
an Y personal Knowledge:

In the Ir 3ere of thıs eITYy Was Parlement al London, wher
mad tTatufte Lollardıs, that where CVYI theı WEIC

ounde preching her evel doctrine, the1 schuld be take, and
present1id LO the bischop; and ıf the1ı meynten ere Opinı0nes, the1

24) See Ihomson, The Later Lollards, U dald (London,
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schuld be commıtted to the seculere hand, and fhei schuld brenne
hem and her es Thıs tatute Was practized in prest that
SONC aftır Wäas ren at Smythfeld.

(Chronicle, 21.1)
Given the posıtıon he attaıned, ıt 1S unlıkely that the attıtude

displayed in h1s written work reflects eıther apathy 0)8 cauti1ous time-

serving Capgrave’s part Certainly, when apgrave entered the
er of Hermiuiuts of St Augustine, he found himself in communıty of
1991530 who WEeIC officılally commıtted the authorıty of the church both

DYy theır Rome-centred government and Dy theır newly tested and

newly strengthened iıntellectual convıcti1ons. TIhe self-discipline theır
rules requıred and the educatıon theır mMOost promisıng students
underwent nabled them provıde Man Yy of the foremost defenders of
the al The events of the immediately preceding decades must ave

deeply affected the 199148| who taught apgrave, and Wyrclıf's Opin10ns
must ave een answered and condemned ın the lectures he heard In

addıtion, 4S the exi section ıll ShOW, eEeven ıf he Was nOot himself
involved in heresy trials 0)8 publıc ANSWEeIS LO heretical OpIN10NS,
number of hıs fellow conventuals WLLE

11

Thıs SUTVCY of SOMC of the IHNOTIG ımportant events in the town of

Lynn and ın the relıg10us orders durıng thıs per10d elps place
apgrave in hıs historical context Sımilarly, examinatıon of the
avaılable materı1als theologıcal educatıon ql the tıme reveals both
the content of the works whıch WEIC hıs frame of reference and the

analytıcal method IC 15 such important aspect of hıs lterary
style However, although scholars ın the last {WO decades ave
unearthed arge body of facts, there 15 ST1 uncertamınty about the

detaıls of COUTSCS pursued Dy medieval students and the per10ds of tıme
tOo complete the Varlıous requırements. For example, the full

STaAMMIMAT COUITISC apparently took four y  s but in theır regulatıons,
the Augustini1ans mention only OIlC after entry “>). On the other hand,
they also expected the nOovıce be able read and sıng distincetly when he

entered, and, therefore, the frıars had prespmably already had

25) Roth, 1, 143
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SOMNC elementary traınıng. In fact, there dICc requent references boys
who do nOot SCCII tO be members of the order studyıng grammar in the
convents  20); and it MaYy ell be that there WeIiICc ProvIS1ONS for per10
of pre-tramnıng 12 WOU resolve the anomaly ccepting these
lımıtatıions, it 1s poss1ıble LO provıde reasonably aCCurate pıcture of
the COUTSC of Capgrave’s educatıon.

Father de eıJer chooses the fiırst of the {WO possı1biılıties inherent
in Capgrave’s statement that he Was ordaıned four 1ve before
the JE® of Henry VI in 471 (De Illustribus Henricıis, I27) and
places the ordinatıon in 417 hen he substracts irom thıs
date and puts Capgrave’s eNrYy into the order in 410 ere 15 in fact

evidence confiirm 0)48 refute hıs choı1ce. The AaVCTALC dBC of eNUIY
Was fourteen; but the Austıns WCIC Nlowed accep boys d AS

eleven and SOMNC of ten YCaIl olds eing admıtte aAICc known 27)
As the followıng discussıon ıll sShow, the most that Can be saı1d 18 that
tO ave become lector iın 1421, apgrave cannot ave joıned later
than 410 and that ıf he WeEeIC seventeen (as he Was en), he had
probably previously completed the full STAa COUISC So far d the
effect hıs later work 1s concerned, the systematıc dıvısıon of the
mater1a]l into orthography, prosody, SyntaX, and ethimologia, usıng
compiulatıons such as those of Donatus, Priscian, and Alexander de

De1“*®), WOU ave een much the SadImne whether apgrave
tudıed in hı1s OW convent *?), the Lynn STaMMar school, 0)4 al the
school of ONC of the other orders.

Havıng entered, apgrave S  en hıs novıtlate learnıng the
observances of the rule. elr constitutions required the Austıns tOo
celebrate 1ve canonıcal hours, and they had in addıtiıon conventual
INass Y all of the TOtNers attended. For the of self-

26) Ihid.
27) Ibid., 133
28) The had speclalızed meanıngs in the mıddle dC>S. Thus, orthography

taught the tudent spell and wriıte Latın words; and prosody, read aloud correctly.
hen he proceeded ntlaxX, study of the rules of grammar and eır applıcatıon
the construction of sentenCces; and, finally, he studıed the of speech Dy themselves
ın the dıvisıon known ethimologia. Brother Bonaventura discusses ese dıvisıons and
Man Yy of the in hıs artıcle, Teaching of atın In ater Medieval England’”,
Medieval Studies, {I11 (1961), T  © Father oth specıfies the ree books mentioned in
the text the basıc sed by the Augustinians 142)

29) When apgrave Was Dr10T Lynn INOTC than thırty ater, he ment10ns
that sıxteen boys WeTiIC studyıng al the CONvent (De Illustribus Henricis, 189), and ıt 15
reasonable ASSUITNC that the practice Was long-standing 0)81  q
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discıplıne, they held chapter of faults twıce week, kept striıct sılence
(except fOr the reader al the ectern) durıng elr {WO aıly meals, and
observed great.many oblıgatory fasts

er hıs novıtate, frıar Was LO take grammaäar fOor
additional YCAal , but, eing er than the aVCTALC, apgrave had
doubtless finıshed the COUTSC, and he probably tudıed dialectics 30)
Thıs second yYCal done, the constitutions of the order proviıde: fOor
three of study al hat Was known ASs studıum particulare,
school of elementary phılosophy. For the Cambrıdge limit thıs school
Was ocated in Norwich ; and ıf apgrave dıd follow the COUTSC

outlıned above, he must ave een sent there Dy the en of 4A12 par
from the fact that it Was well-know studium, frequently attended Dy
foreıgn frıars, lıttle 15 known about the school in Norwich **). If the
three-year COUTSCS in the Old and New Logic WEIC gıven concurrently
d they SCCIMN LO ave been **), apgrave would ave completed hıs
term al Norwich and returned LO Lynn about the end of 415°°) Hıs
recordıng of [WO Norwich events of 415 (a ıre and the ea of the

bıshop, 303) in the Chronicle provıdes al least circumstantıal
confiırmatıon.

The methods of instruction ın these lower chools WCIC essentially
the Samıc in the universitles. lexts WeTIC read; problems WeTIC isolated,
explicated, and argued ın detaıl:;: and then the indıvıidual parts WeTC

reintegrated. Disputations WEeEIC made grammatıcal poımnts Just d

30) Father oth SCCS conflıct between the order’s prescr1pti1ons for educatıon and
hat 15 known of medieval educatıon. TIhus, he Say>S of the 1IrS' yCal followıng the
novıtlate : ‘““Only ONC yCar of grammar school Was prescrıbed though both the COUTSC in

Og1C (dıalectics) and that iın grammar lasted ONC YCar From analogy ıth the COUTSC

In phılosophy must surmıse that the mi1ssıng COUISC W ds taught al the exti hıigher
studium had een anticıpated in the noviıtlate ” 43). In Capgrave’s ‚ASC ıt 18

possıble resolve the problem in another WaYy and suggest that, he appCaI>s ave
een er than the AaVCTABC entrant, he had studıed hıs grammar earlıer.

31) Roth, L, 314
32) Ibid., 145 In addıtıon, he 1S{Ss the apgrave probably used ;

textbooks for the Old Logic WeTIC the Isagoge of Porphyrius, the Categorıes
Praedicamenta of Arıstotle and hıs Perihermenel14as, all of them In the translatıon of
(01  1US TIhe New OgI1C comprehended In partıcular the teachıng of syllogısms
propounded ın the T opica, Analytica Priora and Posteriora of Atıstotle””

33) J oner, ‘‘ Augustinian Spiritual Wrıters of the Englısh Provınce in the
Fıfteenth and Sıixteenth Centuries’”, Sanctus Augustinus, vıtlae Spiritualis magıster 11

(1959), 508 Because apgrave O€s NnOL mention the uke of: Clarence’s visıt Lynn ın

1413, Father TIoner doubts whether he had yel joined the order. If he Was ın Norwich, hee ln WOUuU not ave SCCI ıt himself.
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they WeTITC theological. In fact: in the chools of the irıars, the basıc
traınıng in ..  arts  27 Was intended LO PITCDAaTICc the student fOor hıs hıgher
studies. The ıteral of the COUuU a(011 be understood wıthout

Oroug. groundıng In language and STAMMAAT. Arıthmetic Was

essentıa]l for number symbolısm ; and natural hıstory for the symbolısm
of1r' and beasts. Fınally, rhetoric Was requıred both in the student’s
OW work and for hıs later eachıng and preaching **).

Sımilarly, the rules of relıg10us observance went far beyond the
inculcatıon of DIELY and self-discipline. The publıc examınatlıons of
conscience held twice-weekly and the heavy penaltıes for CITOTIS in
lıturgıical recıtation encouraged both critical attıtude and prec1si1on in
performance. Thus, ıt 1s hardly surprising that Capgrave’s works ear
the Impress of hıs early traınıng, Ssince he had thırty ın the
order dS student and teacher before he hıs first extant Englısh
work in 144 35)

Though OC of the publıshed regıisters contaıns hıs amnc and
few ex1ist for the ole diocese of Norwich In an Yy case *°) apgrave
must ave een entered uDON the Varlous degrees of ordınatıon ifrom
first ONnsure hrough accolyte, subdeacon, and deacon tOo priest
durıng hıs in Lynn and Norwich Gıven the VagucCNCSS of
Capgrave’s datıng of hıs ına VOWS, ıt 15 quıte poss1ıble that they WEIC

taken in 1416, perhaps CVCN In 415 In fact, earlhıer date than 417
1s INOTEC lıkely, fOor ordınatıon normally OllOoWEe: SOOMN after the
completion of pre-theological studıes 37) and apgrave must ave een
entered uDON the S1X COUTSC AS student and Dy early 416 al
the latest in order ave completed it Dy 4721 when he Was made
lector.

Concessimus venerabiıli! VITO ıllelmo ellıs provıncıalı
provincıe Anglıe ut completa forma debıta fratrum lohannıs
apgrave CUrSsSOorIs Londonıis 11Dertio Grey possıt 1PSI1S

ector1 ın unıversıtate Oxonilens1ı velconferre gradum

34) Smalley, The Study of the Bibhle In the M iddle Ages (Oxford,
35) The Life of St Norbert.
36) 'ede Vacanle registers for the SCC of Norwich ın the per10d 141 PDC In

The egister of Bishop Chichele, ed aco I11 (Oxford, 347-425, but
Capgrave’s aIile O€es NOL ADDCAL.

37) Roth, L, 141, Al The dBC of ordınatıon varıed, the candıdate usually being
In Capgrave’s time. If apgrave MaYy be allowed SOTIIIC urther lo00seness ın hıs

aCCoun(, perhaps he W ds ordaıned S1X before enTYy VI's bırth, 1.e In 1415, the YCal
he W dsSs 77 and the yCar he 1inısne'l hıs pre-theologıica studıes In Norwich.
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Cantabriggensı, p  u 1ps1 conıunctim vel divisım ellegerınt,
habıta deposıtiıone quatuor magıstrorum eic Et S1 1pse
provinclalıs 1910)9| possetl dıctos fratres lectorare, commıttat alterı
VICeES Suas auctoritate nostra Concedentes insuper dıct1ıs
i1uven1ıbus ei volentes, ut scılıcet pr1ımo, videlıcet fratrı Iohannı,
quod prımus ecture sentencliarum computetur DIo prımo
annn  © unıversıtatıs, ei quartus ecture naturalıum COIM-

uteftur simılıter in theologıe dıcto fratrı 1lDerto Grey
de gratia specıalı 38)

By the time he had inıshe al the studium particulare in Norwich
(© apgrave’s scholastıc abılıties must ave een recognized, fOr
the prior-provincıal had tOo recommend promotıion the few places
avaılable in the hıgher chools Though there Caln be lıttle ou that
the asters of apgrave's OW dIicad supported hım, there 18
addıtional factor whıich Cannot be gnored in accountıng fOor
Capgrave’s extra-ordinarıly rapı preferment *”). The long-time Dr10T-
provıncıal (1402-141 /; 1419-1422) Wılliam elles Was hımself
or1ıginally member of the Lynn convent, and he 15 known ave

spen much of hıs time there Sınce he must ave met apgraVve, he
MaYy ave personally sponsored hım

For most students the universıiıties offered the only AaVENUC for the
pursuılt of advanced studies, but after ser1es of ısputes early ın the
fourtheenth Century the frıars WO  e} certaın prıviıleges. The un1ıversıity
faculties of arts preserved theır rıghts tO the extent that the theologıcal
degrees of the frıars WEIC subject the approval of all the regents and
that only ONC member of each order could recelve the doctorate
{[WO 9 but the frıars WeEIC customarıly exempt from the

requırement that the arts TOgTAaMMC be ully satısfıed, and they
HNowed {O study elsewhere and yet rece1ve Oxford and Cambrıdge
degrees*”). The result of thıs compromıise Was that there WCCIC {WO

1n of chools ın 1Cc the requırements of the first of the

theological TOgTammıc could be fulfılled Dy member of the
mendiıcant orders. The lesser of these Was the so-called studıum
generale DroVvincClae, school of eology under the control of the DPr10T-
proviıncıal. The maJor ONCS, the studia generalis ordinis, under the direct
control of the prior-general, WeTIC ocated in the unıversıty and

38) (General Archıives, FEA Register 4, 55 Printed DYy de enyer, part
1, 408,

39) Roth, L, 174
40) Knowles, The Religious Orders In England (Cambrıdge, 190-191
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they WEIC INOTITC internatıional in character. But SINCEe the Augustinians,
iıke the others orders of irıars, dıd not the faculty of eology
DrODCI and tudıed instead al theır OW houses wıth theır OW lectors,
the COUISCS5 g1ven in the unıversıity varıed lıttle from those
provıde: Dy the other establıshe' studia.

Lynn and London WeEeIC the three known studia provincıiae
in the Englısh Augustinian ProVvince, and it Was In them that apgrave
OllOwWwEe!| the theologıca COUTISC In all probabılıty, he S the first
[WO (1415-1417) al Lynn, where there had een lector in
eology SINCe al least 382° and then moved London for the
DET10: The basıc of the assumption that apgrave Was al

Lynn for hı1s first [WO In eology 1S that, followıng the sStatuties of
the order, he WOU NnOLT ave een permitte tO spen IMNOTC than 1ve

in London and that he 1s known tO ave remaıned there untiıl
422 Accordıingly, he passe: through the three pre-degree grades
of student, and lector ıth theır increasıng degrees of
responsıbılıty for TeSPONSCS and lectures before he eached Cambrıdge.
I1wo of hıs student WeIC al Lynn, and then he Was ONC YCal
student, three CUFSOF, and ONe lector al the London conven(, long
the argest and moOost important ONC In the COUNLrYy

Perhaps of ess relatıve importance than the ONC in Lynn far AS

the cıtızenry W ds concerned, the Austın Convent in London Was

nevertheless Impos1ing Was ocated agaılınst the cıty Wa al

Bıshopsgate, and ıts church,; ul in 1354, Was not much
maller than Canterbury Cathedral arge crowds includıng the
water-bearers whose gul church ıt Was filled the preachıing dDSC
Sundays, and WeIC frequently let them and others for offices,
meetings, and entertaınments. ul members d ell d prominent
cıtızens and members of the roya. famıly WEeIC burıed there*“), and
bequests, condıtional OL otherwiıse, WEIC requent. All of these detaıls
emphasıze the Man y connectlions the frıars had wıth the outsıde WOTr

The partıculars of Capgrave’s ıfe ıIn London CannoTt be precıisely
reconstructed. Unfortunately for the hıstorı1an, the frıars WeTITC exempt
from epıscopal visıtation ; and records which WOU doubtless ave
revealed SOMC of the INOTC characterıstic trıals of lıyıng aAaTre not

41) Since he W ds nomınated lector iın 142]1, had een al London only Ssince
1417, and W ds requıired spen! total of S1X (three tudent and TeE A

Cursor) before he W as elıgıble for thıs rank, ere Can ave een break ın h1s tudıes
42) Roth, L, 280-291 lısts SOINC of the better known.
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avaılable. Surely there WEeIC complaınts rangıng from the foul meat

supplied by the kıtchener’s relatıves LO the favourıtism of the pr10r)
such ASs WeTIC made LO Bıshop Alnwich when he visıted the CY of St

James al Northampton, where Capgrave’s irıend, the Augustinıan
regular John Watford, Was If >5 they WEeIC unrecorded OT

lost, and only IMNOIC prosalc AaCCOUNTS of conventual ıfe AaTIc eft
One speclalızed rule fOr the government of Augustinıan studium

generale whiıich has een publıshed 1s the Mare agnum produced
about 354 under the direction of the prior-general, Thomas de

Strasbourg, for the Parıs convent **). Sınce the extant CODY 15 ate|
1468, ıt Was clearly in force 1in the fiıfteenth CEeNTUTY, and probably the

rules for London WeIC simılar. Much 15 concerned ıth the handlıng of

EXPECNSCS, dıet, choı1ce of officıals, and punıshments allotted for aılure
tO comply wıth the regulatıons. Hearıng eadıng of the 114Sss$s Was

aıly requırement fOor all the brothers, ıth ordaiıned students e1I0W
the rank of master 0)1 bachelor ordered celebrate ıt al least three
times weekly  44) hıs 15 the only relıg10us observance specifically
mentioned, but certamly the hours would also ave een celebrated.

ome addıtional detaıls about the organızatıon of studıes AdIC also
oun in the Mare agnum. Iwo lected bachelors of eology
ectors WEeEIC examıne the student wıthın S1X days of hıs en fOo

determiıine that hıs Latın Was not merely conversational but accordıng
the rules of grammar , that he adequately understood the princıples

of OgI1C and philosophy; and that he Was sufficıently versed in

theological terms complete the COUTSC in the specıfied time *>). The
ole COUTSC 18 not outlined, but the actual lectures the 00 of
the WeTIC to be finished in {[WO the first devoted

study of the Pentateuch; the second, the prophets and the New

JTestament 46) Disputatıons, ıth the students who WEeEeIC and

respond appomnted by elected master of studıies, WEeEeTIC held weekly,
and they WeTIC attended by all the bachelors and asters

According to thıs rule; the student Wäas be admitted d lector
when he had finıshed the three-year COUISC However, it lıkely
that ere the term lector reflects the of earlıer per10d, for by
apgrave’s time intermediıate three AS CUFSOT, when the

43) Y pma, Augustiniana VI (1956) 275321
44) Ibid., 872
45) Ibid., 0-31
46) Ibid., 308-309
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student had ecture the and the Sentences d ell ASs

continue hıs studıes, Was required “ ‘): Obvıously, the three aıly
lectures and the disputatıons WeEIC nOoL the student’s total Occupatıon.
FEach had study, of 1Cc he m1g be epr1ve: for Varıo0us faults,
and it W as there that he read prıvately. Each student Was allowed
DbOrTrow three 00 al time from the 1brary, and the rules protect
these after theır EaVY usec dIC urther indıcatıon that these
theological studıes WEeIC nOT INEIC rote eXercIses but allowed {OT, and
ındeed required, indıvıdual interest and inıtlatıve.

ome of the other items the author of thıs rule felt oblıged
nclude ALC remıinders that these students WEeEIC not asCcet1Ccs dıvorced
from the WOT. outsıde, but hıgh-spirıte: INCeN lıving ın the
centire of ustlıng CIty. Punishments AICcC enjoıned for “iımmoderate
laughıng, whistlıng, shouting, hand-clappıng and beatıng of
dishes ’ *°) ıIn the dormıitory, chapter-r00m, cloıster, church, OT

refeGtOTY, for stayıng overnight in the cıty, and for frequenting averns

Sımilarly, the insertion of rules agaınst eatıng ın the GCe ÖT

entertaınıng seculars there. CVCIN agaınst removıng 0)8 sellıng ıtems of
furnıture from the 9 suggests that g00d deal of misbehavıour
Was eıther expecte ÖT known ex1ist.

By the fiıfteenth cCentury, 1DI1Ca study had volved pomt
where the theologıca quest1ons had een separated from the study of
ıteral meanıngs moral applications  49)_ The debates tOo resolve
apparen contradıictions In doectrinal quest10ns had led LO the
establıshment of disputations eachıng method and the
systematızatıon of doectrine ıIn such works AdSs Peter ombard
Sentences, 1Cc wıth the Vulgate and ıts glosses WeEeTC the standard
textbooks of the per10d 50) In practice thıs separatıon me that in hıs
first of theologıca study the student ear lectures the 00
of the and the Glosses, often g1ven Dy CUrSor lector rather
than master Fach PDaAssagc of the texti Was explaıned al the ıteral and
moral evel, phrase DYy phrase, OT word Dy word ıf NCCCSSATY, and
homely examples WETITC frequently g1ven. Durıing the COUISC of the
lecture, the theologıca quaestiones (doctrinal problems) WOU be
poıinted Out and these WOUuU irequently be sei for the dısputations of

47) Roth, @ 160
48) Ypma, 3(0)4-305
49) Smalley, 209
50) Roth, L, AA
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the sen10T students. ese disputatiıons WeEeIC intended not Just be

scholastıc exerclses but make MOIC clear the LTCasOoN fOr accepting
provecn truths. In the later9 of COUTISC, the student’s prımary fOCUSs
Was doctrinal and the Sentences h1ıs maJor study

ese exXerCclses had considerable effect Capgrave’s style
Throughout h1ıs works there 15 d endency opposing VIEWS
whıch he sometimes, ın Orıigen’s fashıon, refuses choose between and,
sometimes, trıes fO resolve d the Lombard and hıs SUCCESSOTS dıd

Sımilarly, h1s cConstan DAauUsSCS fOr ıteral explanatıons, etymologıes, and
moral and symbolıc applıcatıons all clearly sShow the shapıng force of
hıs long of bıblıcal study

TIhe mMmOSstT ımportant polıtıcal events of hıs 1ın London COUuU
nOoLt have escaped Capgrave’s notice, but the only dıirect reference he

makes in hıs works 1S the ir of enTtYy VI ın December of 421
and the publıc re]Jo1cıng that OCcasıon 51) Hıs Chronicle S before
the per10d he Was ın London:;: and hıs De Illustribus Henricıts

demonstrably relies popular reports. He MaY ave had

opportunıitlies meetl John Kemp, who Was later ONC of hıs patrons,
and SOINC of the other dignitarıes who frequented the Austın cConventl;
but there 1s evidence that he dıd

Certamly he would ave een concerned wıth the scandalous
isputes OVeTI the election of the provincılal in 419 and wıth the

resulting urmoı1l ıIn the order‘; but hıs prımary occupatıon Was almost

certamly ıth hıs indıvidual duties AS student and conventual in

London The record has disappeared, but apg must ave eecn

made CUrSOor early in 418 in order fO complete the full three-year
term before hıs appomıntment ASs lector ın 471 When he assumed the

posıtion of CUFSOr, he enjoyed SOINC specıal priviıleges and chared the

lecturıng duties; but in cConvent A arge AdS London there WeTIC friars
of SeN10T rank.

The lıttle that 1S known about h1s fellow frıars ın London reflects
the clımate ıIn whiıich he lıved ome twentLy, includıng the pr10T, aTic

merely from ordinatıon hısts from the registers of the Dr10T-
general; but others, ıke Henry of Colchester who W ds medıator in

the 419 dıspute, Nıcholas Bonet who salt al the heresy trıal of Wılliıam

Taylour 1ın 1423, and the lector John Stocton who later became the

Dr10T7 al Oxford, WEeTC f1gures of SOINC significgmce in the order. TIhe

Sl) De Illustribus Henricıs, BA
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INan who Was tO become Capgrave’s SUCCOSSOT dSs priıor-provincılal,
John Bury, Camme London from are iın 1417, about the SAdIiINne tiıme

apgrave arrıved from Lynn. Wıth hıs Negal trıp Rome and adven-
in France, Bury Was clearly less Ser10us student than apgrave.

Nevertheless, he eventually receıved hıs doctorate and had reputatıon
enough be appoınted Dy Bıshop Bourgchıier, al the instance of John
Lowe, wriıte 4aNsSWeT egına Pecock’s The Repressor Öf. Over
Much Blaming of the Clergy In 457 John Lowe, the only Austın frıar
elevate: Englısh SCC durıng Capgrave’s 1fetime, Was himself
appoıminted London in 420 Wıth Bonet he Was Judge al aylour’s
trıal, and he went become prior-provinclal from 7-1
confessor the kıng in 1432, Bıshop of St sap in 1433, and Bıshop
of Rochester in ıle he Was Bıshop of St saph, he Was ONC of
Capgrave’s patrons, and it MaYy ave een he who commended
Capgrave’s exegetical Humphrey, uke of Gloucester. To
complete the catalogue, mentiıon should be made of the far less
important but equalliy interesting Thomas Southwell, ONC of the few
frıars whose traınıng Was In arts and medicıne rather than eology.
Southwell Was instrumental in the oundıng of the College of
Physıcıans and Surgeons in London in 1423, and he Was later arrested
wıth uke umphrey  S wiıfe, Eleanor Cobham, charges of
NECTOMANCY.

er apgrave Was made lector, he WOUuU normally ave
addıtional four before eing admıtte ASs achelor of

theology °*). In the first he Was LO g1ve lectures the and
the Sentences and in the ast YCAal, the ONEC known formally dSs the
OPPONENCX. he Wäds eXpecte: CHNgALC in serl1es of dıfficult formal
dısputatlions. However, numbers made it iımpossıble fOor al candıdates
{O g1ve full COUTISC of lectures, and apgrave had already een
CUFrSOr for three Consequently dSs the document cıted above
states, he Was granted exemption from the lectures the Sentences
when he Was appoımnted lector prı S, 421

ere Was apparently place ımmediately avaılable al eıther
un1versity, for apgrave Was StT1 ın London e1g. months later when
Henry VI W ds Orn December 6, 1421; and second letter of
appomıntment, hıs time specıfically Cambrıdge, AaDDCAaTS in the Dpr10T-
general’s regısters for prı 13 427 53)

52) Roth, . 166-169
53) General Archıves E.S.AÄ. Register 4, 75v printed Dy de Meyer, Part

@ 409,
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Assignavimus fratrı ohannı apgrave, ector1 formato provın-
cCIe Anglıe, proximum bacchalarıo, promotiI locum alıenıgen1s
debitum in unıversıtate Cantabriggensı1 eiusdem provincıie, ıta
quod CUl DromOotLOo DIO lımıte Cantabriggensı debeat COIM-

mutarı eit quartus ab ANNO present! opposıtione s1ıbı
deputetur in eadem unıversıtate. oque ordıne proceda ad

inclus1ıve, NO obstante UaCUMIYUCgradum magıster11
ordinatiıone aut tatuto quomodolıbet hu1lus opposıtum dıctante,

quıbus omnıbus dıspensamus.
Thıs appoıntment 1$ in the Standar: {iTom, assumıng that the student
ıll not be presented for the bachelor degree for four and then
ıll proceed {O hıs magısterium (doctorate In theology) wıthout an Y
impedıiment. However, not only must Capgrave’s earlıer exemption
from the Sentences ave een honoured, but hıs addıtional YCal in
London must also ave een construed AS hıs YCar the 6, fOr, AS

he hımself confirms, he entered the YCaI of OPPONCNCY ımmediıately and
Was promote the baccalaureate arc 20, 423:?®)

Fecımus fratrem Ilohannem apgrave lectorem provincıle Anglıe
Bacchalarıum auctorıtate nOstra, assıgnantes e1
Bacchaları promotiı locum alıen1gen1s debitum ın NnOSIro
CONventiu el unıversıtate Cantabrıgens1 de gratia specıalı.

Because documentary evidence exX1sts, ıt 15 nOoLt possıble ate
Capgrave’s ına degree wıth certamty. 1s clear from the form of hıs
appoıntment Cambrıdge ın A that it Was assumed that apgrave
WOU proceed ırectly from the baccalaureate the magısterium.
And both that document and the ONC awardıng hım hıs bachelor
degree assıgned hım LO °“1ocum alıenıgensıI1s debıtum , phrase 16
indicates that apgrave Was the select of four students in
the Convent al Varlıous stages ın theır studıies for the hıghest degree.
Since each order of frlars W ds permitted only OINC promotion the
magısterium {WO y  9 the Austıns restricted the number
preparıng for the degree al each unıversıty four: [WO from the
Englısh DProvince, ONC from aly, and OTIC from another foreign
COUNITY. er the Schıism had en and the number of other studia

54) In hıs rologue The Life of Sr Gilbert of Sempringham, ed Munro,
EB AB 140 (London, apgrave menti10ns SCITINOIMN he wrote "DO ter
befor INYyM Oopposıicıon , and the openıng of the SCII1HNOMN ıtself (Ibid., 145) he g1ves the
precise date Clearly, he DYy ‘““oOpposıcıon the en! of the yCar of ODPONCIICY, for
h1s bachelor’s degree Was awarded early in 423 IThe document 1s preserved in the
General Archıves S AL Register 106
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generalia fOor the order had increased, it Was ess NECCCSSATY for
foreigners COMC LO Oxford and Cambrıdge. Consequently, apgrave
Wdas assıgned ONC of the LWO places ormerly reserved for foreign frıars
when he Was made baccalarius formatus; that 1S, when, havıng
completed all the requırements AdSs lector, he Was waıltiıng tOo be able
incept ASs magıster.

To thıs pomnt the evidence 18 relatıvely uncomplicated, but,
unfortunately, miıssıng detaıls make definıtive chronology Cata-
ogue of the Austın magısters al Cambrıdge ımpossıble. It 15 NOWN
that Geoffrey Schale Was the Austın magıster in 471 but whether ÖT

not the Ihomas Lassell who Was dırected In 47)() LO qualify for the
degree CNVGl dıd 1S uncertaiın, for there dIC urther references to
him.) If he dıd take the GeESTEG, it Was probably in 1423; ıf he dıd
nNOL, there 18 OTIC other possı1ıbılıty fOor that YCal the poetl Osbern
Ookenham okenham Was made haccalarius the day after apgrave
had een (March 21 and it 18 pOssı dS Father oth
that the words ““incorporarı possıt ” in the document conferring the
degree hım he Was LO incept ASs magıster directly °°). ome
cırcumstantıal evidence that he dıd from the fact that he
applıed for and rece1ved perm1ssıon tO Rome later ın that SdaIllc

VCar If he had become magıster, he WOUuU NnOT ave een interrupting
NISs studies, althoug he COUu not then ave performed the LWO-Year
LOUT of duty A4AS regent performing academıc functions that Was

requıired of each 191  S master Because, in fact, Okenham dıd NOTL {O
the continent untıl about ten later, iın all probabiılıty he dıd take
the degree 1ın 1423, act 4S regent untıl 1425 and then return {O hıs
ome CoOonNvent of are where he 1s to be OoOun by 427 Followıng
hım, apgrave WOUuU have ncepted iın 425 and remaıned al
Cambrıdge AdS regent untıl al least 421° %)

55) Accordıing the General Archıves E.S.A,, Regıster 4, 18, printed ın
Roth, The English Austin Friars, 9-1 8! (New Y ork, 295, he Was directed
take the mag ısterium al eıther Oxford Cambriıdge, but en assıgns hım

Cambrıdge In hıs Register.
56) Roth, 1 kT
57) The matter of Capgrave’s progression from lector magıster 15 somewhat

confused IN the earher bıographies, argely result of the handlıng of recorded dates
ıle the C1ıvıl yYCar began arc s In England, the dates iın the regıisters of the
Augustinıan priors-general aCccord ıth modern the folıatıon makes clear.

Father de Meyer stiatfes ar L, 408, 409) that apgrave W as first appoımnted
lector In 4A22 But In hıs evidence, the In Register 4, 53 he g1ves the date

Aprılıs 1421° hat hıs 15 the COTTECL yYCal for the inıtıal appomıntment de Meyer
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Durıng hıs first three al Cambrıdge apgrave must ave

engaged ıIn publıc disputatıons, fOor sixteen WeTIC requıred in the yYCar of

OpPONCNCY before the bachelor’s degree Was warded and [WO INOIC

WEIC part of the formalıties surroundıng the inception aAas magıster.
However, there 18 record of them; and, in fact, bachelor
Responsiones (the ideas he presented ın aNSWeEI the question 1C
Was seit for the disputation) 0)8 master’s Determinationes (the
pronouncement of the Correct ANSWEI al the end of the disputatiıon
have survıived fOor anı Yy Englısh Austın fmar?).

apgrave's ONC requıred D} 1C: he preache in 1422 eX1sts
in h1ıs OW later Englısh redaction appended hıs Life of SE Gilhert
Hıs subject, the orders under the rule of St Augustine, 1S not typıcal of
the moral and doctrinal pomints whiıich mOst eTIIMNONS WEeIC ase but
it WAas timely. The dıspute between the Can onNs regular and the hermiıts
OVeTI theır respectıve antıquıty and relationshıp LO the communiıtıes
ounded Dy St Augustine Was Jongstandıng; and Augustinıan
had publıshed TaC! ridiculıng the dırect descent of the order of
hermits from St Augustine’s desert establıshments in the Samllc vear .

ave recognized, for when he cıtes the document of prı {3. 4772 from Register
4, 75v assıgnıng apgrave specıfically Cambridge, he SaVyS ıt 15 .. YCaIl ater  q and
ZOCS 5SdYy °°T'hıs yYCal Was AD (D. 410), usıng Capgrave’s OW date In the SETINON

cıted In further-evıdence.
In hıs [WO references par 406-407, 409) the notıce of the celebrations In

London al the time of enTY VIS bırth In December 421 found in De Illustribus
Henricıis, de Meyer accepts Capgrave’s self-denominatıon studens in strıict rather than
gener1c But, the document of Aprıl S, 421 ShOwSs, apgrave W dads already
CUFrSOFr when he Was made lector. eiıther of ese ranks. apgrave Was responsible for
certaın lectures; and though D: apparently prevented hım from gaınıng iımmediate
preferment ONMNC of the universıitles, ere Was nothing prevent hım from undertakıng
the requıred lectures al the London studium. Indeed ıt 18 presumably because he dıd
that he W ds dıspensed from the lectures the Sentences and proceeded the bachelor’s
degree ıth such rapıdıty.

Father oth derıved moOost of hıs biographical informatıon from Father de Meyer’s
artıcles, altough he oes place the document of 4721 in the DrODCI context In ONC

sentence Al 111) of hıs discussıon of apgrave prior-provincılal, however, he doubles
the length of apgrave’s SLay in London and CONSCQUCHCC places the completion of
apgrave’s academıc trainıng in 432 In turn, thıs date o€es nOT coincıde ıth hıs
conclusıon 174, that astest promotıon record 18 that of John apgrave,
the author, who obtaıned the magısterium ten er hıs ordinatıon and Just wıthın
the prescribed time lımıt”. In thıs instance he has addıtional evidence Or the date of
eıther ordınatıon of the inception ; and he 15 notL followıng de eIer, who places the
ordınatıon ın a17 and the magısteriıum in 1425, per10d of only eıght

58) Roth, T 169
59) Ibid., 105
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ıthın ıts brief COIMMDPDASS, thıs demonstrates the ingenulty of
practitioners of the exegetical method: and ıt provıdes developed
example of the kınd of contrıved analogy 1C become characterıstıic
TI1e digress1ons in Capgrave’s vernacular works. It begıns Dy ıkenıing
Augustine aCcCo ıIn three WAaYS,; but the specıfic PUTrDOSC of the
comparıson 1s PITCDATC for the UsSC of the twelve trıbes of Israel,
Jacob SONS, 4S schema 16 AaITaANSC the twelve orders.
Following thıs introduction, apgrave proceeds In ogıcal order,
mentionıing ONC of Jacob SONS, g1ving the etymology of hıs Namce, and
adducıng ICASON why certaın order MaYy be ıkened tO hım

As achelor and then master, apgrave enjoyed privileges
denied those of lesser academıic rank. He Was entitle {O al least ONeC

ervant, addıtional 00 fOr hıs personal uUSC, and CVCMN larger
portions al meal times. More mportant, however, WeTC the dıs-
pensatıons from the rules 1icC allowed hım opportunıty for prıvate
cConversatıions ıth h1s OW TOtLNers and reedom meeft and entertaın
acquaıntances irom outsıde the order. Only OMNC other Austın frıar
present al the Cambrıdge CONvent durıng these 1s ST1 famılıar
Name, the poet okenham H. he had indeed shown such promıise d>S
theologıan that he Wdas preferred {O the magısterium before apgrave,
there 1s evidence of it In hıs later works. okenham spen mMOSstT of
hıs lıfe In the are Conven(, and though he had ciırcle of riıends

the Suffolk geNrYy who commıss1oned h1s works, he
achi1eved the reputatiıon fOor earnıng OT the dıstinguished patronage
that Capgrave dıd Provincıal chapter meetings ensured the continumg
contact of the [WO friars, and Okenham 15 known LO ave SCCI1

Capgrave’s Life of Nf Katherine before he egan hıs OW However,
there 1S clear evidence of influence recıprocal 0)4 unılateral.

apgrave MaYy ave known the Premonstratensian John
Wygenhale before he Calllec Cambrıdge, for all four of the Nortfolk

called Wiıggenhall lıe wıthın close proxXimıty Lynn Since the
Dr10TYy of the whıte Can ONs Was ırectly dCTOSS from the Austın cConvent,
they certamly had opportunıity meet al the unıversıiıty. It 1s also
poss1ıble that apgrave acCce'! such future bıshops dSs ıllıam vscough,
armaduke Lumley, and Robert ıtzhug. In the dısputations and that
he Was able tO uUsSCcC such aSsSOC1lat1ons LO advantage later The first [WO
WeEeIC close rıends of the uke of Suffolk, who WAas, In turn, the
protectLor of SIr TIThomas Tuddenham, who financed Capgrave’s trıp
Rome.
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ere Can be ou that apgrave sharpened hıs ceritical SCNSCS

in the wıder fiıeld of the unıversıty’s theological and that ASs

regent he became expert ın the resolution of debated pomnts. When he
Was replaced d regent by whoever became the 191  S Austın magıster in

142/7, apgrave Was ready INOVC back into the system of h1s order
and egın traınıng yOUNgCI IMenNn in the labori0us COUTSC he had Just
inıshe

111

TOom the completion of hıs Cambrıdge studıes in 477 untıl 1437;
there 15 reference Capgrave’'s actıviıtles. Furnivall speculated that
it Was durıng these that he travelled Rome °°), but hıs

hypothesıs Was invalıdated Dy the d1scovery of Capgrave’s Solace of
Pilgrims, hıs guide-book LO the holy CIty, whıich Can be conclusıvely
ate' 450 internal grounds De eıer thınks “lt 15 possı1ıble that

apgrave returned hıs natıve T1arYy, dedicatıng himself LO historical
studıies and theologıcal commentaries  9961). 1s equaliy possıble that he
Was appomnted ecture al ONC of the other CoOnvents in the province
and that the bıblıcal studies he superintended fOor frıars proviıded
the basıs fOr hıs earlıest wrıitings. One Convent where he mMaYy ell ave
gOoNC W das the ONC in orthampton Was short of brothers by 142/,
the YCal in 1C. apgrave finıshed hıs term as regent, that the pr10Tr-
general empowered the super10r of the house “receive and keep four
brethren from each Englısh lımıt and S1IX reihren from each ultra-
marıne province  ” 62)' Because he had Just finıshed hıs academıc duties
and had nol embarked anı Yy other COUTSC, ıt 1s quıte lıkely that

apgrave Wdas chosen swell ıts members. Residence in Northampton
would aCCcount for Capgrave’'s otherwiıse unexplaıned acquaıntance
ıth the of the CV of St James there, John Watford, LO

whom he adressed hıs Concordia, work intended LO reconcıle the
dıfferences between the Austın frl1ars and the Augustinıan CanoNs

regular °*). In addıtıon, f he WeIC lıving al Northampton rather than

60) The Life of St Katherine, Forewords, 111
61) Part &; 41 1
62) General Archives KB A Regıister 4, 220v printed iın Roth, IL, 308
63) hıs work 1s NO ost apgrave deser1ıbes ıts contents ın hıs Ye Solace of

Pilgr imes, Miılls (Oxford, 92; John Bale ON had ıt ın h1s possess10N
and noted the IncCıpit ıth the dedicatıon Watford See de Meyjer, Part I1L, 548
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Lynn, hıs trıp tOo Woodstock in 439 to present hıs enes1ıs
commentary LO uke umphrey of (Gloucester WOU ave een far
INOTC eas1Dlie

The 1ist of works longer extant 16 AdIC attrıbuted tOo
apgrave 15 engthy All of them dIc presumed LO be In Latın:; and,
wıth the exception of ıfe of uke umphrey, they dIec all theologıca
in content, but the authorities for theır ex1istence dIC of unequal value.
For example, Bale g1ves INCIDILES for the three mi1ssıng COommMmentarıes
00 of the Pentateuch and for commentarıes the Psalms, the
Paulıne Epıistles, and the Apocalypse, but LWB Kr for those Joshua,
Judges, Ruth, Eccles1iastes, Isaıah, Danıel, the twelve m1Inor prophets,
the canonıcal epistles, the four evangelısts; and, thus, these IMaYy ell
be ghosts. apgrave certamly WTOLTeEe commentarıes the four 00
of ings He mentions them in hıs dedıicatory letter the enesI1is
CommentaTrY ; [018) and 111 WOIC the works g1ven the
Oxford lıbrary Dy uke umphrey ıIn and Leland that he Sa  S

commentarıes Ings, presumably 00 I1 and dedıicated
LO John Lowe, both al former 1brary of the Austın frıars ın
Cambrıdge and al Walsıngham monastery.

Iwo of the ost manuscrı1pts, those of the anipulus Doctrinae
Christianae and of the Concordia OT De Augustino el ULS Sequacibus,
WeEeIC In the lıbrary of Leland’s frıend Thomas Key; and the Concordia,
16 1s mentioned by apgrave 1ın {WO of hıs other works °>), OUnN!
ıts WaYy into Bale’s possessionN 66) The early bıographers urther credıt
apgrave wıth 1Vve works of scholastıc character : Commentarii
Ouattuor uper Sententias, Determinationes Theologiae, Ordinariae
Disputationes, Positiones Erroneas, and Orationes ad Clerum ere
1S NnOT sıngle Incıpıit preserved for an Y of these works. however. anı y
INOIC than there 1S for book of SCTINLONS SOTINC ave attrıbuted hım ;
and g1ven the endency of early bıblıographers LO take the Varıo0us
1n of scrıptural and scholastıc works and assıgn them al random
SWE the catalogues, there lıttle ICAasSonNn perpetuate these tıtles

64) Ihe dedıcatıon the enes1is Commentary 15 printed appendix in De
Illustribus Henrictıs and the reference In it the Commentary Kıngs aPpPCars 291°
Leland’s ote AaDDCAaIs 1ın h1s Commentarıl de scriptoribus britannicis, ed Hall, { 1
(Oxford, 453

65) In Ye Solace of Pilgrimes (see 63) and in the delivered at ambrıdge
(see 54) 146, 147

66) de Meyjer, Part M, 120, and part 1L, 548
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iın Capgrave’s And, finally, history of the illustrations
Augustinıans 1C MaYy correspond the Concordia mentioned
earlıer 1S usually attrıbuted him *:

apgrave 15 generally regarded AS patronızed writer but he
Was as fashıonable AS John Lydgate 1910)8 dıd he en]OYy coter1e
fame comparable that of hıs fellow frıar, Osbern Ookenham
Theological commentary Wdas not the sought after Dy the HE  S

patrons 0)1 Dy the humanısts, and they dıd nOT entreat the INan Bale
Was to descer1ibe ASs °the moOost earned of the Augustinians ” I8 wrıte for
them Patrons normally paıd for the elaborate dedicatıon coples of
manuscrı1pts, and those who rece1ved Capgrave's MaYy ell ave one

LOO, especlally Ssince [010) made In the Convent scriptorium, as hıs
WEIC, WeEeIC not be alıenated unless they WeEeIC sold ıth specıal permI1s-
S10N. However, apgrave petitions fOr IMOTC al moOost he
includes plea LO be remembered ıIn hıs patron’s PrFaycCrs ASs he o€es al
the end of hıs Life of S Augustine '°).

In the few works whıch apgrave 18 known ave wrıtten
requestTi, the subject 15 always approprliate the recıplent. The Wa
Norbert Was wrıtten for of HIS order, John Wygenhale; the

Augustine, for unnamed lady orn the saınt’s feast day; and
the Gilbert for Nicholas Reysby, the master of the order of
Sempringham. ese volumes contaın neıther the long dedicatıons of
the Latın works NOT the sycophantıc tone whıich Furniivall condemns
and others apologıze for 7) In each CaASC, apgrave pralses the DIELY of
hıs patrons, but only ın modest

ome of hıs 1DIl1cCa commentarıes WEeIC also wrıtten requesti,
but a4s ın hıs De Illustribus Henricıis, The Chronicle of England, and The
Solace of Pilgrims, he Was basıcally drawn LO the task of explicatıon
through hıs OW interest in the ubject matter In the commentarıes the

67) de eyer,; Part 1L 548-549
68) As such he 1S discussed by Moore iın hıs artıcle, *Patrons of Letters In

Norfolk and Suffolk 450° FPFMEA. XN (1913), and DYy Holzknecht ın
hIs Literary Patronage IN the M iddle Ages (Phiıladelphıa, > 69, Y4n, 104n,
112 AR 145n, 146, ISt, 160, 178 others: and it 1S estandard for the bıographers
refer uke umphrey and John LOowe especılally Capgrave’'s patrons

69) Roth, E 371-378 dıscusses the Varıous rulıngs.
70) Munro, EiE IS 140 (London,
71) See Furnivall in the Forewords The Life of Katherine, XV-XVI,

Hıngston ın the Preface De Illustribus Henricis, XVI,; de eyer, Part 1, 439-440,
Roth, L, 417-418, and Brimson ın *‘John apgrave, 55 Aı agastan, (1946).
110-111
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dedicatiıons AdIC complıments the attaınments of the INan addressed
and eXpress1ons of esteem for the posıtıon he

apgrave dedicated al part of hıs commentar Ings tOo the
former prior-provincıal of the order, John LOwe, durıng the
(1433-1437) when OWEe W as the bıshop of St sap The manuscrıpts
dIC lost. but the form Wäds the SdiI1llc d he later sed in the enes1is and
Exodus cCOommentarıes 1C he presented tOo umphrey, uke of
(loucester. As he explaıns the duke al the beginnıng of the Genesı1s,
Capgrave method involved "trnpie exposıtion ” for each PasSsascC,
g1viIng the ıteral, allegorıca and moral interpretations. apgrave
points out that the exeges1s in these works 18 NnOT or1ıginal and that he
regards hımself merely aAs the selector and organızer of the fruıts of hıs
research. But, 116e this 1S irue, in examınıng hıs OUTICCS eritically,
choosing and selecting hıs materı1als In of hı1ıs OW belıefs,
apgrave Wädas employıng the Samne scholarly method dSs 1S eviıident in hıs
Englısh works.

Because Duke umphrey owned tWO volumes of the Commenta:
1ngs, ıt has often een assumed that they WeIC dedıicated to

hım ‘*). However, SINCEe John OWEe had een the ing’s
confessor 1le Gloucester Was h1s guardıan and SInCe it Wds al least
partıally through umphrey’s intercession that he ODtiaılıne: hıs
bıshopric 73) he MaYy ell ave forwarded Capgrave’s work the
uke

umphrey of Gloucester Was certamly the most important Englısh
patron of hıs day, supporting both natıve and continental wriıters. He
rece1ved dedications ifrom Man Yy of the CO  OTrarYy Englısh
and chroniclers includıng John Whethamstede, John Lydgate, John
Russell, George Ashley, and Thomas de Norton. Studies of fiıfteenth
CeENTUTY humanısm ave revealed hıs correspondence ıth Decembrio,
who translated the Republic for hım : he commıss1oned number of
other translatıons into Latın fifrom Tee Dy hIs TE  rYy Beccarıa and
by Leonardo Brun1i; and he BaVC financıal Support LO Tıto Livıo
Frulovısı Man Y others. Moreover. hıs arge gıfts of 00 WeTiIC

72) 15 certaın umphrey owned [WO volumes and of the Commentary
Kıngs, because they WCIC the 00 he donated Oxford In 144 (See the
record of the bequest printed In the Introduction Chronicle of England, X1V-XV).
However, the INCIDLES for these ATC nowhere recorded, ıle the er {[WO volumes WEIC
SCCI] by Leland before theır disappearance an theır dedicatıon Lowe note:

73) Roth, L, 106
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essentıal LO the growth of the lıbrary al Oxford. For all thıs, it 1s CaS Y
to overemphasıze umphrey  S role and ıterary character. When the
conten of hıs lıbrary dAdICc analysed, it 1s clear that hıs interests WEIC

primarıly theological and historical, and thus John apgrave fits easıly
into the maınstream of those the duke patronızed.

On the other hand, ıt 1s improbable that theır relatıonshıp Wds ASs

close d bıographers SINCE the seventeenth Century ave mplıed when
they that apgrave Was the duke’s confessor. It mMaYy be that
umphrey chose Augustinlans for thıs capacıty in hıs personal retinue;
and certamly Austın frıar named John ou Was hıs confessor In
14  S But that apgrave eVOTI Was 1S not demonstrable Leland SaYy>S only
that Humphrey **totıes lıteratissım!ı Capogrevı prudentissımo consılıo
utebatur”: and Bale 0€Ss nOot necessarıly iNncan INOTC than that the [WO

MMenNn discussed moral problems in prıvate when he SayS
um igıtur PTrac alııs elegıt p1SSIMUS SU1 temporIı1s princeps
MIr1dUuSs Glocestriae dux praedictus, Henricı quıntı frater, ut el
adesset concıentiae secretIis.

um CIgO prac alııs multıs elegıt P1ISIMUS e1us temporIıs princeps,
Hunfridus Gilocestriae dux, illustrissımı Henricı quintı nglorum
reg1s irater. ut s1b1 interdum esse consclientliae colloquıo0.

It Was John ıts who finally introduced the word ‘“confess” into the
standard bıography 1ın 619

Sıngularum habuıt pa  (0) Humfredum Gilocestriae Ducem,
princepem optımum, apud qUuUCMM multum valuıt gratia NCC m1nus
auctorıtate. Erat enım Il confessıonum secretIisThe Life of John Capgrave, O.E.S.A.  225  essential to the growth of the library at Oxford. For all this, it is easy  to overemphasize Humphrey’s role and literary character. When the  contents of his library are analysed, it is clear that his interests were  primarily theological and historical, and thus John Capgrave fits easily  into the mainstream of those the duke patronized.  On the other hand, it is improbable that their relationship was as  close as biographers since the seventeenth century have implied when  they state that Capgrave was the duke’s confessor. It may be that  Humphrey chose Augustinians for this capacity in his personal retinue;  and certainly an Austin friar named John South was his confessor in  1446. But that Capgrave ever was is not demonstrable. Leland says only  that Humphrey “toties literatissimi Capogrevi prudentissimo consilio  utebatur””; and Bale does not necessarily mean more than that the two  men discussed moral problems in private when he says:  Illum igitur prae aliis elegit piissimus sui temporis princeps  Umfridus Glocestriae dux praedictus, Henrici quinti frater, ut ei  adesset a concientiae secretis.  or  Illum ergo prae aliis multis elegit piisimus eius temporis princeps,  Hunfridus Glocestriae dux, illustrissimi Henrici quinti Anglorum  regis frater, ut sibi interdum esset a conscientiae colloquio.  It was John Pits who finally introduced the word “confess”” into the  standard biography in 1619:  Singularum habuit patronum Humfredum Glocestriae Ducem,  princepem optimum, apud quem multum valuit gratia nec minus  auctoritate. Erat enim illi a confessionum secretis ...  And, finally, in a work published in 1644 a Spanish Augustinian friar,  Tomas de Herrera, makes the relationship clearly sacramental :  Fuit a sacris confessionibus Hunfrido Duci Glocestriae, Henrici  1  ; 74).  V Anglorum regis fratr  74) The comments of Leland, Bale, Pits and Herrera have all been collated against  %  xeroxed copies of the originals; for convenience, however, they are here cited as they  appear in de Meijer, Part II, 119-128. After the seventeenth century, it was standard to  call Capgrave Humphrey’s confessor as Father de Meijer did as late as 1955 (Part I, 419).  Without explicity disagreeing, Father Roth suggests that such a formal relationship was  improbable:  Within the English province Capgrave is not known to have done anything  against the ever growing tendency for personal independence, though his dislike  is evident from his attitude towards honorary papal chaplains. For the same  EAnd, finally, ın work publiıshed in 644 Spanısh Augustinıian frıar,

Tomas de errera, makes the relatiıonshıp clearly sacramental
Fuit Ssacrıs confession1ıbus UuniIrıdo Ducı Glocestriae, Henricı

74)nglorum reg1s fratr

'74) The COMMEeNTS of Leland, Bale, Pıts and errera ave all een collated agaınst
xeroxed copıles of the or1ginals; for convenlence, however, they AdIC ere cıted they
AaDDCAaI ın de Meyer, Part H. 119-128 er the seventeenth CenturYy, ıt Was estandard
call apgrave umphrey’'s con{fessor Father de Meyjer dıd ate 955 ar M 419)
Wıthout explıicıty disagreeıing, Father oth that such formal relationshıp Wds

ımprobable
Wıthın the Englısh provınce apgrave 15 nOoTt known ave one anythıng
agaıinst the Vr growiıng endency for personal independence, though hıs dıslıke
18 evıdent from hıs attıtude towards honorary papal chaplaıns. For the
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ese quotatıiıons demonstrate the gradual alteratıons in wrıtten
record whıch Was unsubstantıiated in the first instance ; and there 1S, in
fact: evidence that apgrave met umphrey INOTEC than ONCC, ıIn
January, 1439, when he presented hıs dedicatıon CODY of the enesI1is
commentar the uke al W oodstock

The 1CAaASONS apgrave g1Vves fOor dedicatıng the enes1is
umphrey do not suggest that the [WO had an Y personal relatıonshıp
earlıer :

Meditatıiones INCAS, quıbus ıIn Scriptuarum ludens
delectabar, scr1pt1s mandare intendens, alıısque cCOommuniIcCcare
cuplens, nu alıo melıus destinandas putabam, seren1issıme
Princeps, quam Domuinatıon1ı vestrae, qu1ıppe qul, acumıne
intellectus subtılıssımı vigens, studios1issıme., ut fertur,
scrutandıs veterum opusculıs indulgetis. Et, qul1a
excellenti0r vıa humanı stud11 Sancta Scriıptura 6CSSC dınoscıtur,
ideo ad Cd speclalıssıme invisendam pırıtus Ille Suprem1 Patrıs
VOS, ut audıvI1, inspıravıt.

qUamı glor10sum mıhı est videre Princıpem, in hıs diebus
malıs, quıbus ab eccles1iastıicıs quası repellıtur scıentla, sclentliae
insudantem el Lamquam 11S, qu1ı ın eccles1a sunt eit studıum
neglıgunt anctum,226  J. Fredeman  These quotations demonstrate the gradual alterations in a written  record which was unsubstantiated in the first instance; and there is, in  fact, no evidence that Capgrave met Humphrey more than once, in  January, 1439, when he presented his dedication copy of the Genesis  commentary to the Duke at Woodstock.  The reasons Capgrave gives for dedicating the Genesis to  Humphrey do not suggest that the two had any personal relationship  earlier:  Meditationes meas,  quibus in Scriptuarum campo ludens  delectabar, scriptis mandare intendens, aliisque communicare  cupiens, nulli alio melius destinandas putabam, serenissime  Princeps, quam Dominationi vestrae, quippe dqul, acumine  intellectus subtilissimi  ın  vigens,  studiosissime,  ut.. fertur,  scrutandis veterum auctorum opusculis indulgetis. Et, quia  excellentior via humani studii Sancta Scriptura esse dinoscitur,  ideo ad eam specialissime invisendam Spiritus Ille Supremi Patris  vos, ut audivi, inspiravit.  O quam gloriosum mihi est videre Principem, in his diebus  malis, quibus ab ecclesiasticis quasi repellitur scientia, scientiae  insudantem et tamquam iis, qui in ecclesia sunt et studium  negligunt sanctum, ...  ... Causa ergo studii vestri, qua occupatissime animum libris  impenditis, me maxime movit ut illuc opusculum parvitatis meae  mitterem, ubi scientia judicandi de litteratura invenitur.  Sed et, Annualia mea revolvens, aliud inveni quod me  monet. Scriptum enim in iis reperi, quod anno Domini M.  CCXLVIILI. fundatus fuerat Ordo Heremitarum Sancti Augustini  in Anglia per Ricardum de Clara, filium Gilberti de Clara,  comitemque Gloverniae. Quia igitur per gloriosos progenitores  vestros in hanc ubertatis terram ducti sumus, digne ad illum, qui  generalis fundator noster est, ego totius Ordinis novissimus hoc  opus meum direxi,  üt sı qua  Catholice,. et ad Fidem  aedificandam, ibi inventa fuerint, ipse non tantum fundator, sed  et protector eorum habeatur. Si qua vero inculta, aut plis  moribus dissona,  illic  inveniantur,  ipse correctionis lıma  benignissime emendet.  reason he probably disliked the constant recruiting of his best men for the service  of noble families.  (1, 115)  And, on grounds similar to my own, Peter Lucas has denied the possibility, ‘“John  Capgrave, O.S.A., (1393-1464), Scribe and ‘Publisher’””, Transactions of the Cambridge  Bibliographical Society, V, Part I (1969), p. 31.  John South’s dispensation to act as Humphrey’s chaplain is reprinted from the  Calendar of Papal| Registers in Roth, IL, 328.226  J. Fredeman  These quotations demonstrate the gradual alterations in a written  record which was unsubstantiated in the first instance; and there is, in  fact, no evidence that Capgrave met Humphrey more than once, in  January, 1439, when he presented his dedication copy of the Genesis  commentary to the Duke at Woodstock.  The reasons Capgrave gives for dedicating the Genesis to  Humphrey do not suggest that the two had any personal relationship  earlier:  Meditationes meas,  quibus in Scriptuarum campo ludens  delectabar, scriptis mandare intendens, aliisque communicare  cupiens, nulli alio melius destinandas putabam, serenissime  Princeps, quam Dominationi vestrae, quippe dqul, acumine  intellectus subtilissimi  ın  vigens,  studiosissime,  ut.. fertur,  scrutandis veterum auctorum opusculis indulgetis. Et, quia  excellentior via humani studii Sancta Scriptura esse dinoscitur,  ideo ad eam specialissime invisendam Spiritus Ille Supremi Patris  vos, ut audivi, inspiravit.  O quam gloriosum mihi est videre Principem, in his diebus  malis, quibus ab ecclesiasticis quasi repellitur scientia, scientiae  insudantem et tamquam iis, qui in ecclesia sunt et studium  negligunt sanctum, ...  ... Causa ergo studii vestri, qua occupatissime animum libris  impenditis, me maxime movit ut illuc opusculum parvitatis meae  mitterem, ubi scientia judicandi de litteratura invenitur.  Sed et, Annualia mea revolvens, aliud inveni quod me  monet. Scriptum enim in iis reperi, quod anno Domini M.  CCXLVIILI. fundatus fuerat Ordo Heremitarum Sancti Augustini  in Anglia per Ricardum de Clara, filium Gilberti de Clara,  comitemque Gloverniae. Quia igitur per gloriosos progenitores  vestros in hanc ubertatis terram ducti sumus, digne ad illum, qui  generalis fundator noster est, ego totius Ordinis novissimus hoc  opus meum direxi,  üt sı qua  Catholice,. et ad Fidem  aedificandam, ibi inventa fuerint, ipse non tantum fundator, sed  et protector eorum habeatur. Si qua vero inculta, aut plis  moribus dissona,  illic  inveniantur,  ipse correctionis lıma  benignissime emendet.  reason he probably disliked the constant recruiting of his best men for the service  of noble families.  (1, 115)  And, on grounds similar to my own, Peter Lucas has denied the possibility, ‘“John  Capgrave, O.S.A., (1393-1464), Scribe and ‘Publisher’””, Transactions of the Cambridge  Bibliographical Society, V, Part I (1969), p. 31.  John South’s dispensation to act as Humphrey’s chaplain is reprinted from the  Calendar of Papal| Registers in Roth, IL, 328.Causa CISO studı1 vestr1, qua Ooccupatıssıme anımum hlıbrıs
ıimpenditıs, maxıme movıt ut C opusculum parvıtatıs INecaC
mıtterem, ub1 sclentla Judıcandı de lıtteratura inveniıtur.

Sed EL, Annualıa 190121 revolvens, allu inven] quod
one crıptum enım In 118 reDpen., quod ANNO Domuinı

fundatus fuerat rdo Heremitarum Sanctı Augustin1
ın Anglıa PCI Rıcardum de ara, fiılı.m 11lDert1ı de ara:
comıtemque Gilovernı1ae. Quıa igıtur DCI gl10r10SOs progeniıtores
VeSITrOS ın anc ubertatıs terram duct1 E 1gne ad ıllum, quı
generalıs fundator nOoster est, CRO tot1us Ordınıs NOVISSIMUS hoc
OPUS INCUIN dırex1. ut S61 qua atholıce, ei ad em
aedıfıcandam, 1b1 inventa fuerıint, 1pse NO  —; tantum fundator, sed
eit protector aDeatur S1 UUa VeETO inculta, aut p11S
morıbus dıssona, IC inven1antur, 1pse correct10on1s lıma
benign1issıme emendet.

[CAasONM he probably 1islıke' the Constan recrulting of hıs best Inen for the SerVvVıCE
of nO famılıes. 14 5)

And, grounds sımılar OW. eier Lucas has denıed the possı1bıilıty, ‘John
apgrave, OS (1393-1464), Secr1ıbe and “"Publısher , I ransactions of the Cambridge
Bibliographical Society, Y Part (1969) SE

John South’s dıspensatıon acTt umphrey’s chaplaın 1S reprinted Irom the
Calendar of Papal | Registers in Roth, 1L, 328
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Moyvıt et1am hoc tertıum, quod contra venenosas inguas
modernorum Dominatıo vestira sıt, qu] tuncıones exc1ıplat221  The Life of John Capgrave, O.E.S.A.  Movit me etiam hoc tertium, quod contra venenosas linguas  modernorum Dominatio vestra murus sit, qui tunciones excipiat  ... Non ignoramus, inclite Domine, quod ex bona voluntate  vestra optimoque desiderio tota salus nostra dependeat, nec  sumus apti ad reddendas vices tuarum sanctarum meditationum,  quas Deo offerimus ’>).  In this passage Capgrave makes clear, first of all, that he had Ino  dedicatee in mind when he undertook his exegesis; and then he  enumerates three considerations which prompted his choice of  Humphrey. He pays tribute to the duke for taking an interest in  theology in a time when many clerics themselves are seeking more  worldly rewards; he recalls that an earlier Duke of Gloucester was a  founder of the Augustinian order in England; and finally he points to  the present duke as their guardian against ‘“poisonous tongues”. This  last item seems to be a reference to Humphrey’s intervention at Oxford  in 1438 when he threatened to withdraw his support after an Austin  friar and then the whole convent had been suspended; and it may be,  therefore, an indirect expression of gratitude to the duke from  Capgrave and his order. At all events, the author and his work were  well enough recommended that Capgrave was allowed to make a  personal presentation of the book on January 1, 1439; the reception  apparently being favourable, he began his commentary on Exodus a  little more than two weeks later 7°) and dedicated it to the duke as well.  Capgrave probably worked on these scriptural exegeses SyS-  tematically in the hours he had free from his teaching and canonical  duties. In addition to them, he also wrote the lost Concordia,  commonly called De Augustino et suis sequacibus by the biographers,  during this first period of literary activity’’). Dated c. 1440, the  Concordia was dedicated to the Augustinian canon regular John  Watford, who headed his priory in Northampton from 1430 until his  death in 1445. Capgrave provides a precis of its contents in Zhe Solace  of Pilgrims where he calls it ‘‘a maner of concord betwix be chanonys  and us”, that is, between the canons regular under the rule of St.  Augustine and the Austin friars. And he also says it contains some  75) De Illustribus Henricis, Appendix IV, 229-231.  76) See the colophon as printed in De Meijer, Part IIL, 539 : Incepit hoc opus frater  iohannes capgrave in festo sancti antonii confessoris que occurit mense ianuarii anno domini  m. cccc. xxxviii. [1.e. 17 Jan. 1439].  77) de Meijer, Part III, 548. The assumption is strengthened by the evidence that  suggests Capgrave returned to Lynn c. 1440.  LNon ignoramus, inclıte Domiuiune, quod ona voluntate
vestira optimoque des1ider10 tota salus nostra dependeat, 1ICC

aptı ad reddendas VICeSs tuarum sanctarum mediıtatıonum,
quas Deo offerımus ’”).

In thıs Passagc apgrave makes clear, first of all, that he had noO
dedicatee in mınd when he undertook hıs exeges1S; and then he
enumerates three consıderations 1C prompted hıs choıce of
umphrey. He Days trıbute LO the duke for takıng interest iın
eOology ıIn time when INanYy cler1ics themselves aAaIc seekıng INOTC

worldly rewards:;: he ecalls that earlıer uke of Giloucester Was

ounder of the Augustinıan order iın England; and finally he poımnts
the present duke ASs theır guardıan agaınst ““PO1SONOUS tongues’'. hıs
ast iıtem be reference umphrey’s intervention al Oxford
in 438 when he threatened W1  TawW hıs support after Austın
frıar and then the ole Convent had een suspended; and it MaYy DE;
therefore, indırect eXpression of gratitude the duke from
apgrave and hıs order. At all events, the author and h1ıs work WCIC

ell enough recommended that apgrave Was llowed make
personal presentatiıon of the book January J 1439:; the reception
apparently eing favourable, he egan hıs cCcommentary Exodus
lıttle INOIC than {WO weeks later 76) and dedicated it the duke AS ell

apgrave probably worked these scrıptural SYS-
tematically in the hours he had free from hıs eachıng and canoniıcal
duties. In ı1t1on LO them, he also WwTrolte the lost Concordia,
commonly called De Augustino el SULS SEQUACIOUS Dy the bıographers,
durıng thıs first per10d of ıterary acCHaly. ... ate' 1440, the
Concordia Was dedicated the Augustinıan regular John
Watford, who headed hıs pr10ry in Northampton from 43() untıl hıs
ea in 144  Un apgrave provıdes precıs of ıts CONTtENTS in The Solace
of Pilgrims where he ca ıt of concord betwıx be chanonys
and us  DE that 1S, between the CanonNs regular under the rule of St
Augustine and the Austın friars. And he also SaVYS ıt contaıns SOMNC

75) De Tllustribus Henricı1s, Appendix I 200621
76) See the colophon printed in De Mexyjer, Part IL, 539 Incepit hoc OD frater

iıohannes INn esto sanctı Antonıl confessoris GQUE occurıt IANUAFIL NNO dominı
OEG XMXXVZZZL. LO L7 Jan

77) de eıyer, Part 11L, 548 TIhe assumption 18 strengthened by the evidence that

apgrave returned Lynn 144
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addıtional mater1a]l concerning how *moniıca CaImInle thıder [tO ome
and in whos tyme  27 Obvıously the work Was part of the SaJImne long
ıterary dıspute VCT the priority of the Augustinıan orders 16
apgrave had sed few earlıer as the topıc of h1s unıversity

In keeping ıth hıs avowed desıre for :OORNCOTd. . apgrave
WOU ave avoılded the polemical tone in hıs treatıse, althoug hıs
conclusıion there ASs elsewhere Was doubtless that ‘“heremuites of thıs
ordre be the VeETY childyrn of seynt Austyn’”’ ’®). Hıs methods iın hıs
other works suggest that he cıted the Varlous arguments, expressed
scepticısm about SOMGC, and resolved others tOo hıs OW satısfaction.

Besides continumng ıth hıs relıg10us pleces, apgrave S1X of
hıs Englısh works between 144  C and 1453; and it 1s chiefly from

knowledge of theır backgrounds and from few internal references In
them and ın the Latın De Illustribus Henricis that ıt 15 possıble tO
describe hıs non-lhıterary CFGr For example, the fact that he
completed hıs long poetic Life of ST Norbert in August, 1440 ’?),
shortly after he inıshe work the Exodus Commentary, 1s important

the lterary eve because it provıdes remıinder that the methods of
1DI1Ca. exeges1s WEeEIC natural hım and that they aAaTe OoOun LO be

in h1ıs vernacular works ASs ell But also what 1S known about
the dedicatee of the Life of St Norbert 15 the basıs for the conjecture
that Dy this tiıme apgrave Was agaın member of the Austın Convent
al Lynn. Was produced al the request of John Wygenhale who had
een h1s Contemporary al Cambrıdge and had become the of the
Premonstratensian Priory al West Dereham, Nor{folk The renewed
assoclatıon of the L[WO IMen 1C the COomm1s1o0n of the POCIM 4SSumes
WOU be MOStT lıkely ıf apgrave had returned Lynn, for West
Dercham 15 less than ten mıiıles AaWaY

The only dırect evidence apgrave provıdes of hıs MOovements ıIn
the early part of the decade OCCUTS in De Illustribus Henricis (p 133)
when he mentlions hıs DICSCHCC In Cambrıdge al the layıng of the
Cornerstione for ing’s College in 1441 1le ıt WOUuU not ave een

78) Ye Solace of Pilgrimes, 03
79) As apgrave SaysS in hıs epilogue :

the frerı1ıs amle bat translate bıs
he!1 called lon apgraue, eC| In Assumpcion weke
Made end of al] hıs IYINYNES C
The ter of T1S OUT Lord, wıt3-outen ly,

thousand, four hundred fourty
(11 4104-4108)
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dıfficult fOr hım LO Cambrıdge from Lynn for such OCCAası1on,
the reference 15 LOO0 be sed confirm 0)8 refute an Yy conJecture
about hıs ome al the time. However, he Was certamly ın Lynn Dy the
time he undertook hıs second and last poet1ic work, The Life of
Katherine of Alexandria, for ıt Was there that he Sa y>S he OUuUnNn: hıs

And SINCEe Osbern okenham had sSsCcCCMH Capgrave’s work when
he hıs OW version of the ıfe for Katherıne Denston, apgrave
must ave completed hıs POCIN Dy 144 All four of the manuscrı1pts of
it AIC ate' in the miıd-fifteenth century ; *°) and one 1S the author’s
orıgınal. The number of extant manuscrıpts probably reflects less
Capgrave’s popularıty than that of saınts’ lıves in general and lıves of St
Katherine 1ın particular, but that there should be Man Y close in
date that ıt Was copied rapıdly.

The f Katherine 1s the only OINC of the Englısh works 1C| bears
neıther dedicatıon NOT words of praise for SOINC tıtled DCISON, and
thıs fact substantıates Capgrave’s statement that he Was modernızıng

er version 1C Was the work of priest who dıed al Lyan?).
It also that apgrave had broader DUrDOSC than the
satısfactıon of sıngle patron when he WTOLleEe the DOCH What evidence
there 1s about the PTFOVCNANCC of the manuscrı1pts o1ves indıcatıon
that the St Katherine CC spread beyond Nortfolk and Suffolk 0)8 that
it Was CVCI read ear Dy anı Yy but relıg10us audıence. ven the
CODY ıth the fewest of apgrave's lınguistic forms Was presented
the Augustinıan Can OoNCSSCS al Campsey Ash, Suffolk ®*). Throughout
the work there aATIec summarı1es and cCom the method of
composıtion 1C indıcate that the DOCIN Wäds ntended tOo be ear‘ Dy

audıence rather than read privately; and ıt MaYy ave een esigne
{O be read dS work of devotıon durıng mealtımes ın CONventsS

Because both hıs Latın and Englısh works WEIC eıther requested ÖT

al least gratefully rece1ved Dy ımportant AS ell dAS lesser figures, ıt 1S
clear that Capgrave’s theologıcal reputatıon Was estaDblıshe': by thıs
time. ere 1S also evidence that he had become hıghly regarde
member of h1s order, for Dy 1446, and perhaps AdS early 4S 1440,

80) See Lucas, 4-5, for the followıng ates MSS Arundel
Arundel 168 (1460-1500); Arundel 396 (1445-1460); and Bodley Rawlınson

poet 118 (1460-1 500)
81) The Life of Katherine, Book . Tologue, DA RE
82) Arundel 396. See The Life of dSt Katherine, Forewords, XMXIX-XXX and de

eıyer, Part HL: 564-565
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apgrave W ds lected Dr10T al Lynn In thıs capacıty he would ave
continued attend the provıncıal chapters dSs he presumably had one
SINCE, obtamıng the magısterium in 1425, he became elıgıble tO VOte
Hıs offıce ASs pr10r had tO be confirmed al each meeting of the
provıncıal hapter, but thıs confirmatıon Was argely formalıty. As
pr10T, hıs influence WOU ave een greater han ıt had een
when he W as sımply master, and probably he held Varlous offices
subordinate the provıncıal before hıs later election that hıghest
©)  1Ge. AS those who succeeded hım, includıng Bury, alam, and
Penketh:. ATC known have one Unfortunately, however, the leaves
In the prıor-general’s regıister 1C should thıs per10d in the
hıstory of the Englısh provınce ATiIC m1ss1ıng. 1$ nNnOTt CvVen certaın who
the priors-provincıal WEIC, much ess the minor officıals and the places
where the meetings WEIC held

In hıs De Illustribus HenrIictis (pp 37 139); apgrave records the
visıt of enry VI {O Lynn in 446 and the conversatıon they had
theır tOur around the CONvent He also 5SayS that the house numbered
thırty priests and Ss1xteen DOyS, evıdently attending STaIMMINar school,
and unspecıfied number of brothers in m1nor orders. Such
populatıon makes Lynn ON of the argest of the AustınE} and the
PIECSCHNCC of Man Yy Jun10r members that it Was al thıs time
studium provinciae  83)_ TIhe admınıiıstration of the financıal and relıg10us
actıvıtiıes in the Convent(, includıng the appoıntment of confessors and
preachers {O the well-attended church, agreements wıth E}
tenants, and publıc officıals, and the SuperVvIs1onN of students and
studıes eit apgrave lıttle time fOor lıterary work.

Nevertheless, he apparently inserted chapter eNTrYy VI and
inıshe'| the De Illustribus Henrictis SOON after the ıng’s visıt. The
holograph manuscrıpt wıth ıts dıfferent coloured inks and margınal addı-
t10ns makes clear that apgrave composed the parts sporadıcally; and
marked changes In the scr1pt, ink, and rulıng demonstrate that the seventh
gatherıng Henry VI Was later 84) should also be noted
that thıs work contaıns the only reference Capgrave’s intention
wriıte ıfe of the uke of Gloucester (p 109), and it 1s poss1ıble that
Leland and Bale and others followıng them credıte: apgrave ıth
such work wıthout an Y urther manuscrıpt eviıdence. As the tıtle

83) Roth, 291
84) Lucas, 12:16
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indıicates, the book 15 thoroughly adulatory and uncritical in tone CVECIMN

of such recen f1gures A4Ss enry Despenser, Bıshop of Norwich, wıth
whose true character and history apgrave must ave een famılıar.

Sometime durıng hıs d Pr10T 0)8 earlıer., apgrave became

acquainted ıth the NnOtOr10US extortionist SIr Ihomas Tuddenham,
who ıth hıs fellow Justice of the9 Ihomas Heydon, blackmaıle
and terrorized Man Yy the Norfolk genTITY, includıng notably the
Paston famıly. Tuddenham’s estate al Oxburgh Was Cal Lynn, and he
doubtless frequented the borough Not only WAas he INan whose

enmity Was be feared and, therefore, whom apgrave WOUuU seek
mollıfy, he Was also evidently benefactor of the Augustinian friars,
for he Was burıed ın the church of theır London CONvent after h1s
executiıon for Treason iın 461 85) The precıise assoclatıon apgrave had
ıth hım 1S not KNOWN, but ıt Was al Tuddenham’s CXPCNSC that

apgrave made hıs only documented visıt outsıde England, pıl-
grimage Rome.

Sınce apgrave hımself O€es nOL date hıs trıp and record of
exıt for hım has een discovered, only the eneral dates F
Call be g1ven fOor the composıtıion of The Solace of Pilgrims The
terminus QUO reflects hı1ıs notıce of the prı 44 / death of araına.
Beaufort; the termıinus ad quemH, the fact that he refers John Kemp
d cardınal tıtular of Balbına and Archbıshop of ork rather than
ASs cardınal biıshop of St Rufina and Archbishop of Canterbury AS he
became in 452

eTe Was steady Siream of Englısh travellers Rome durıng
the mıddle AgCS, several hundred yYCal Dy Capgrave’s time 86) both
busıness the papa curl1a and pılgrımages. De eıJer speculates
that Capgrave’'s trıp Was in 1450, the YCal of Pope Nıcholas’ Jubilee,
the grounds that apgrave several times ment1ons arge crowds  87), but
there AICc number of TeEASONS for suggesting that 144  \O 1s LHNOIC lıkely

85) Roth, L, 291
86) Parks, The English Traveller Italy, Ooma, Park’s figures Are

inexact because precise records AdIC SCaNLY and the data scattered. It 15 interesting that he

SdaYyS of 1450, the yYCal INalıy ASSUINC apgrave made h1s trıp Rome:
In 450 al records WeETIC sa1d be broken when pılgrıms WEeIC thought
arrıve daıly; durıng thıs yYCal nearly 700 peTrSONS WEeIC trampled eg In

panıc the rowded bridge.
Such crowd would ındeed ave een ONC reckon ıth fiınd evidence of

crush ın the Solace of Pilgrims.
87) Part L, 422
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VCar Not only WOU apgrave surely ave noted the specıal
celebrations of holy VCAaTL, but also the crowds al certaın shrines
days of indulgence WOU have seemed arge Englıshman who
had mMoOst of hıs ıfe In smaller, less holy centires regardless of the
YCalr ere ALC, however, [WO stronge LTCAasons for choosing 449
Fırst, it 1s known that there Was meeting of the General Chapter of
the order In that VYCAaT, Ssince there 1s evidence of another Englısh
representatıve havıng been sen(, ıt 15 not unlıkely that apgrave, who
Was appomted prior-provincılal only four later, Was chosen.
Moreover, Capgrave’s patron uddenham ımmediıately fel] from hıs
posıtıon of promınence the ea of the uke of Suffolk in 1450.
and he and Heydon WeTC the subjects of ser1es of awsults
durıng that yYCal ıle the harges WeEeIC ultımately dısmissed and
uddenham restored., apgrave WOU nOoTt ave een lıkely
Taluddenham al the beginnıng of the Solace In the YCal of
hıs dısgrace

apgrave eft descr1ıption of hıs trıp {O aly, but he probably
stopped al Parıs 1C Was maJor studium generale, and he INaYy ave
SCCI there the manuscrıpt of Jordanus of Saxony’'s 1ıta Sanctı Augustinl,
the SOUTCEC for hıs OW. Life of St Augustine ©®). Travellıng hrough
aIly, he ou visıted other maJor Augustinıan houses, includıng
Lecceto where the Englısh Austın irıar Wıllıam ete. confıdant of
St Catherine of Sıena, 1Vve' hıs hermıiıt ex1istence. Hıs Stay ıIn Rome Was

long enough enable hım SCC all the maJor shrines; and ıt Was
extende Dy A Ilness

1le he Was ıll, he Was befriended by Wıllıam Gray. They MaYy
ave metl INOTEC than decade earlıer when apgrave entered the ciırcle
surroundıng uke umphrey and Gray Was Balhol student. ray’s
ineage WOUuU ave ave g1ven hım eNIrYy into the OUD, and hıs OW

theologıca interests and knowledge of umphrey  S first gıft LO the
unıversıty WOU have attracted hım W oodstock By the time
apgrave CaInle Rome, G’ray Was hımself dıstinguished collector of
manuscr1pts and well-known patron dS ell AdSs enTtYy VI'’'s DPFrOCLOTr al
the papa ur 15 sıgnıfıcant indıcatıon of Capgrave’s reputatıon
and urther evidence hat he W ds 19(0)! actıng iın prıvate capacıty the

88) Arbesmann, ‘**Jordanus of S5aXony’'s 1ıta Sanctı Augustini, the SOUTICC for
John Capgrave’s Life of wr Augustine’, Traditio (1943). 353
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trıp that he cshould be attended Dy INan whom the DOPDC personally,
albeıt unsuccessfully, Was LIrYy promote bishopric in 450

apgrave MaYy ave had tO ray's extensive lıbrary where
89)he would ave SCCI1 Man Yy talıan works not often Ooun in England

and he probably made al least the outlıne of hıs Solace of Pilgrims
during hıs per10d of recuperatıion. par from the recollection of
ın considerable detaıl, the Man Yy inscr1pti1ons whıich he records suggest
that he worked the book whıle he Was StE1 in Rome

One authorıty S that apgrav remaıned in Rome for

yYCar and half?®). If S he must indeed ave egun hıs trıp in 1449
and worked the Solace of Pilgrims durıng hıs absence, fOor he had
returned England and completed h1s ast [WO saınts’ lıves Dy
451 91) For Augustinıan author, ıfe of the ounder Was natural

proJect, and Capgrave’s Life of St Augustine reveals close familiarıty
ıth both the genumne and Spur10us wrıtings in the saınt’s E
especlally in the early chapters where he 15 not depending hıs maın
SOUTITCEC The SI Augustine 15 in WaYy super10Tr the hastıly
composed Life of Gilbert 1C followed it When the master of the
order of Sempringham, Nicholas Reysby, made known hıs admıiıratıon
for the f Augustine and requested sıimılar work hıs patron, he

MaYy ell ave proviıded the Latın manuscr1pt IC apgrave took d

hıs SOUTCE It 18 ill-conceijved work containıng [WO recens10ns of the

lıfe apgrave applıed hıttle of hıs usual critical Jjudgment in hıs

translation: he made few addıtions: and there 15 indicatıon that he
trıed TEeEMOVC the repetit10ns in ıt

The only other work IC has een assıgned thıs per10d
immediately before hıs election the provincılalate 1S the lost

M anipulus doctrinae Christianae whiıch, accordıng Bale, Was de-
dicated John Kkemp Bale’s ote ıt 18 ambıgu0us, however, fOor
he refers Kemp both Cardinal of Balbına and Archbishop of

Canterbury, tıtles he dıd nOot hold concurrently. 15 INOTEC lıkely that
Bale added the better known tıtle than that apgra erred ın hıs

89) Welıss, Humanısm INn England INn the Fifteenth Century (Oxford, 86-

96
90) J oner, 508 He offers documen evidence, however.

91) The Life of St Gilbert, which apgrave Say> Wds composed shortly er The

Life of Augustine (p 61), ends ıth precıse date
be Jere of beIThus endıth be lıf of Seint (nlbert translat in-to our moder Onge,

incarnacıoun of OUTI Lord Mcccoelh.
(p 142)
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dedıcatıon, and consequently the work Can be ate' anywhere between
439 and 454 Circumstantıal evidence for A ate closer tOo 454 1S
provıde DYy Bale’s cryptic note 0gg10 allegat””, indıcating hat
apgrave makes SOINC allusıon the talıan humanıst. Pogg10 had
visıted England between 418 and 1422, and he Was ell known after
that time. Moreover, uke Humphrey owned al least ONEC of hıs works,
and apgrave COUu ave scCCcCNH it However, SINCE Capgrave 1N-
frequently refers tO contemporarıes and SINCEe Gray Was frıendly ıth
Pogg10 durıng hıs Stay In ltaly-), ıt 1s MOST lıkely hat Capgrave’s
reference the cholar WOU follow h1ıs lengthy the
humanıst in Rome.

In 453 apgrave Was lected provıncıal al Wınchester, and the
choice Was confirmed Dy the prior-general the followıng vear):

Confirmavimus in priorem provinclalem fratrem lohannem
Capgrave provincıie Anglıe electum unanımıiıter el concordıter in
capıtulo proviıncıalı Veyntonie celebrato 453 In festo Marıe
Magdalene approbando elect1iıonem confirmatiıonem e1lus DCIvicarıum nostrum de factam, an sıbı auctorıtatem in
temporalıbus et spırıtualıbus ut alııs provınclalıbus are
CONSUEVIMUS. precıpıendo sıngulıs fratrıbus dıcte pProvincıle, ut
sıby sicut leg1t1mo pastorIı obedient. Confirmavımus acta predictı
capıtulı precıpientes prefato provıncıalı ut Ila observarı facıat.

Iwo later the chapter met 2 W Lynn, where Capgrave made hıs
permanent home, and re-elected him : 3)

Confirmavimus in priorem provınclalem hulus provıincıie
magıstrum lohannem apgrave electum unanımıiter eit CONMN-
cordıter In capıtulo ynıe celeDrato 6a dıe mensıs Augusti1455, approbando elect1ıonem el confirmationem e1us PCIVvicarıum NOsSstrum de factam dando sıb1 auctorıtatem
eit potestatem sıcut alıas habuiıt In hulusmodi officıo DTO-vinclalatus et confirmavımus omn1a acta eft dıffiniıtiones In
dıcto capıtulo, precıpıendo ut observaret eft observarı faceret
simılıter dıffiniıtiones capıtulorum generalıum.

The only record of hıs publıc duties ADPCATS iın LWO documents
concerning the recognıtion of SIr Edmund ede ASs ounder of the
Oxford CONVENt : Capgrave attende: the ftormal]l ServıCces ai the

92) Welıss,

A 401
93) Genera|l Archıiıves C(PES’a- Regıister 6, printed Dy de Meyer, Part

94) General] Archives SR Regıister 6, 16, ASs printed DYy de eHeT, Part
I 400

95) Printed In The Chronicle of England, A ppen IX [, 329-334
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cCONvent church that OCCasıon and INanYy of hıs actıvıtles must ave
een of sımılar functional kınd He Was also responsıble for ensurıng
that the general rules of the order WEIC observed In the thırty
of the DPrOoViNCce, and LO that en he made visıtations and ear
complaınts 1ke those noted Dy the author of the Augustinian rule
Mare agnum. ar dutıies WEIC the recommendatıon of students LO
the studia generalia, the provisıon of lectorshıps, the arbıtration of
ısputes, and the awardıng of specıal diıspensatıons and l1ıcenses.

Recent scholars that apgrave 1nıshne| hıs term d

provıncıal ın 457 and returned quiet ıfe al Lynn, carryıng
ıth h1s ast cCOommentarıes and The Chronicle of Englan Only {[WO of
these commentarıes dIC extanit;: those the cts of the postles and

the reb Both of them AIc dedicated to Wıllıam GrTay, and they
STl remaın al Balhıol College where Bıshop Gray deposıted them Wıth
the Apocalypse of John, apgrave 1inıshne': hıs gathering of *°eld
eXpOsICIONES upOoN scrıpture into collection ” (Chronicle, 1) and
turned tOo enlargement of the Annualıa 16 he had mentioned d

early dS 435 In the Dedication the enesıIıis Commentary. apgrave’s
dedicatıon of thıs book LO the He  S kıng, FEdward I earned hım the

of F.J Furnivall, and Furnıivall’s condemnatıon of hım 4S
time-server has LOO long een part of the standard characterızatıon.

The W struggles IC resulted In the cCıvıl Warlr had theır
Or1g1Ns in events 1C took place before Capgrave 1r and they
WeIiIC not concluded untıl [WO decades after hıs ea The StT
hıstorıcal interpretation 1C placed all fiıfteenth-century fıgures
eıther the Lancastrıan Yorkıst sıde has een supplanted DYy far
INOTEC complex VIEW. 15 NO clear that the battles ıth the Percies: the
rıvalrıes of enTYy brothers (the es of Bedford and Gloucester
for influence in the councıls of the kıng eNTY VI durıng the
1420’s, the dısgrace of (loucester In the 1440’s and of the uke of
Suffolk in 1450, dASs ell A4Ss the battles of the exi three decades WeTC all
manıfestations al the courtliy CvVe of the struggle for the control of
wealth and polıcy IC 1s SCCII] nOoTL only iın the allıances formed DYy
arıstocratic famılıes but also ın borough actıvıtles.

Many of the lesser known dısputes, important for theır effect
the socı1a] and eCONOMIC stabılıty of fiıfteenth-century England, took
place in the Northern counties and in ast Anglıa. The TOUDIES In
Lynn iıtself WEeEeIC menti1oned earlıer. SCVETC rio0ts tc_>ok place In Norwich
in the 1420’s. and the general lawlessness in the COUNLY 1$ reflected In
reports iın the Paston Letters.
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The admınıstration of Justice Was dependent influence, and the
COST of ppeals Was rea that there Was lıttle the dVCTaALC PCTSON
COUu do ıf he WEIC injured Moreover, wıthout wealth, he had lıttle
chance of effecting an Yy change In the sıtuatıon. In such Ccırcumstances
the loyalty of the indıvidual lay wıth those who COU protect hıs
interests, and, obviously, hıs CONCETN W ds primarily 0Ca eve
ere 15 ou that the office of the kıng Was respected, but it 1S
equaliy certaın that the general populace Was wiılling Ssupport
whoever COuB gaın the throne.

The of the contilıct Was noTt the Justice of either sıde  d  s claım
LO the In addıtion, the SsSma numbers involved in actual battles
orcıbly demonstrates that the INass of people WeIC not moved by the
1SsueSs. Most of Capgrave’s assoclates ave been deser1ibed ASs violent
adherents of ONEC 0)8 the other sıde : but in fact they WEIC moved Dy
consıderations of advantage rather than princıple. What theır act1ons
cshow above all 1S hat apgrave, wıthout famıly OT hıgh eccles1astical
posıtıon, WOUu not ave been required take sıdes and that he had
lıttle [CAadsONM do And it 1S hardly surprising, NOT matter for
condemnatiıon, then, that apgrave, INanYy others, should aud
enry VI In the dedıcatıon tO ONe work and Edward iın another.

Whether hıs Chronicle Was cut short because of hıs ca because
he Was cConcerned nNnOoTLt LO ındulge in CONLrOVerSy, OTr because he had
partıally covered the ground ıIn h1s De Illustribus Henricis cannot be
definıtıvely determined. Whıle hıs OUTCECS aATe ell known and he

ıttle, the work 18 interesting pastıche of medieval interests
and belıefs Moreover, there 1S indıviduality In the characteristic
scepticısm of Man Y of hıs

Capgrave died In Lynn, where he had mMost of hıs lıfe,
August I2 464 Hıs reputatıon for learnıng, enhanced Dy the report
that Henry VII trıed have hım beatıified 90) Was passed from
nalıst tOo annalıst, but for nearly four hundred the only work
consıdered be hıs that Was CVGl printed Was version of John of
nmouth  S Nova Legenda Angliae?”), and CVCN in hıs OW day hıs

96) The or1gın of thıs report 18 NnOTt ascertaınable : de eıJer g1ves the Introduction
Miılls’ edıtıon of Ye Solace of Pilgrimes X11 hıs only SOUTCE ave OUN:'

evidence that eNTY VII made an Yy petition Rome.
97) hıs legendary has een printed under Capgrave’s ame SINCe 1516, although ıt

Was long dgO onceded that lıttle of the materı1al Was orıgıinal. In fact, ONMNC of the
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works do not SECCIMN ave een d ell known Aas he Was Wıth the
recent publicatıon of The Life of SE Norbert, however ?®, all of hıs
vernacular works dIC finally in print, and hrough them, 191  S

perspective certaın aspects of fiıfteenth-centur etters May be
achieved, for apgrave 18 the only recognized cholar of the time ıth

arge vernacular
FREDEMAN

manuscr1pts contaın Capgrave’s amMlc For SUFVCY of the connection between apgrave
and thıs legendary, SCC eter Lucas, °° Iohn apgrave and the Nova Legenda Angliae
Survey', The library, @ &' (1970). }  ©

98) Smetana oronto,


