
Augustine’s “«Nıne Years’”?
A < Manichee x

That great Augustinıan scholar, Pıerre Courcelle, has een OoOne

of the fırst LO pomt 0ut that Augustine’s 2CCOount, of the duratıon of hıs
Manıchean so]Journ presents ınteresting INnCcONsSISteENCY. Thus, Aas

Courcecelle hımself explaıns
{1 est d’autant CUTIeEUX de FEINALYUCI qu Augustin constam-

ment declare Q, VOILT O  aD manıcheden pendant euf Aans, de la d1x-
neuvı]ıeme la vingt-huitieme annee. Puisque dix-neuvieme
annee s’ätend de novembre 373 31/4, et, qu’ıl est tou]Jours manı-
cheen la fın de SO  a} premier SE]0uUr romaın, de l ’annee
scolaıre 383-384 c’est mo1lns d1x annees pleines qu/’ıl devraıt
Compter
Augustine’s sustaıned consıstency 1n declarıng that he had een

Manıchee for SOIMNe « nıne YCars » 1S substantıiated by varıety of
references In hıs wrıtiıngs, extending OVeTr per10d of SOINe ten

'T’he fırst such Case 18 1n the De morıbus Manıchaeorum of 38S,
where he refers LO hımself A havıng een member of that sect for

full iıne (novem LOtOS) 2) Here, the word OLO. o0€Ss al
least sSuggest possıible eXxpansıon of the per10d requıred by Courcelle.
However, subsequent references manıfest endurıng insıstence uDON
the 1ıdea of iıne Thüus. 1n the De moOorıbus ecclesıae catholıcae of the
Samne YCAar, he deseribes the per10d havıng lasted ıne (novem
annmnıS) 3) Three later, 1n the De utılıtate eredend, of JOT,, Augustine
oes sScenm to ave become somewhat less certaın about the tıme-span,

Je tıens remercler 1NON collegue, Guy-H. Allard et I’Institut d’&tudes
medievales de ”Unıversite de Montreal DOUTL le chaleureux accueil qu’il ma accorde et
POUFL toutes les LTESNSOUTCES qu’il mises disposition durant 1NO.  - annee sabbatique.

Pierre COURCELLE, Recherches SUTr les Confessvons Ade Sarnt Augustıin (Paris
78 ote that according to present-day methods of calculating ag Augustine would
ave een 1n his nıneteenth VCar TOmM his birthday 1n November 3792 untl. the Samne date
In November 373 'h1ıs 18 the yCarl preceding that gıven by Courcelle.

0 CH., 68[19]
09 CH., 34[18]
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when he states that he had een Manıchee for about 1ıne
(anNNOS fere NOvEM)

After thıs, ASs far A Ca  a SCcEC, there 18 reference to the Jength
of hıs Manıchean so]Journ for SOMNe S1X Then ın the (ontra
emstolam Manıchaer of 397, Augustine agaln declares wıthout qualifica-
tıon that he had een Manıchee for iıne (novem AaNnNıS) In
the Confessvons, whıch appeared about the Same tıme, perhaps
few later, there ATe LWO references LO the Manıchaean so]Journ
havıng lasted for about iıne 6) However, thırd reference ın
the text g1VeS the per10d ıne N  9 wıthout qualification ?) Wıth
these Tee references 1n the Confessuions, Augustine’s estimates of the
length of hıs Manıchean so]Journ would AD PCAaL IN0 As shall
explaın later, thıs termınatıon 6}473  S hbe SCCN being not wıthout
s1gnıf1cance.

However, ONe of the references in the Confessvons when examıned
In ıts cConNtext, 1s of partıcular interest ere 1n that it ralses the INnCONsSIS-
ENCY already alluded LO DYy Coureelle. The reference iın question 18 LO
be found al the begınnıng of the fourth book, when Augustine states
the partıcular aSC-Ian durıng whıch he Was Manıchee. As he
hımself PUtS ıt DET ıdem tempus ADNOTUM9 ab undevıcensımo
ANNO agetatıs INec4ae ad duodetricensımum » 3)

Now examınıng the Jarger ontext of the Confessvons ıth thıs
partıcular Passage 1n mınd, Inconsıstency would SsScem IX0) CMETSE.,
'Thıs arlses As follows 1n the beginnıng of the f1fth book, Augustine
states quıte explıcıtly proloquor ın CONSPECTLU de1 mel iıllum
undetrieensımum getatıs INec4ae whereby the reader 1S dvısed that
the events whiıich follow 1n the sSamnme fıfth book belong LO the LWEeNTtY-
nınth yYCar of Augustine’s hlıfe There follow, hıs disappomting encounter
ıth the Manıchean bıshop Faustus, hıs ]Journey LO Rome where he
taught rhetorie (after havıng recovered from Ser10USs ıllness) an hıs
obtalnıng of the POSTt of professional OTator 1ın Mılan Only after arrıving
1n thıs cıty (and CMr the veLYyY en of the fıfth book), oe€es he make

02 Cu.,
0 C8., 11{10|
0n Crb., an 5.6.10
02 H. A  —
1T bıd.
Confessions (hereafter ON 5.3
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definıte dee1ısıon LO break ıth the Manıchees dıd al least decıde
that mMUust leave the Manıchees » 10)

Krom these Varlous consıderatıions, an bearıng In mınd the
above-mentioned intentıon of the fıfth book, the reader 7B  } only
conclude that Augustine’s rupture ıth the Manıchees occurred T the
en of hıs twenty-ninth yYCal and not durıng hıs twenty-eıghth VYCaIl
claımed T the beginnıng of the fourth book $ would therefore aD PCal
that Augustine’s Confessvons contaıns blatant IncOoNsISteNCY ın thıs
regard.

Further, ıt requlres but hıttle reflection apprecıate how well
Augustine’s Manıchean contemporarıes could ave capıtalısed upoN
thıs PTeCI0US IncoNsIstenCcy. NCe discovered DYy hıs former co-rTelı-
g1on1sts, ıt would ave exposed hım LO such charges duplıicıty and
deceıt. Under such cCIrcumstances, Augustine would ave regretted
the fact that he hımself provıded hıs enemı1es ıth the WEADONS
whıch they WeTe usıng agalmnst hım 1n the skırmısh which would ave
followed uDON hıs Conversıon. Hereın, would uggest, hes the TEeAasSoN

for Augustine’s sılence about the length of hıs Manıchean so]Journ ın
those wrıtings subsequent LO the aPPCALANCE of the Confessvons.

Next, regardıng the chronological INnCcONSISteENCY ıtself, ıt. would
Seem of SOINe ımportance to ear iın mınd ourcelle’s observatıon that
the chronologıical of the Confessvons 18 demonstrably no0t
lınear, but contaıns examples of events whıich AT OuUt otf theır PIODCI
temporal A1) On reflection, the 1e450N for thıs 1s not far
seek. In CSSCINCE, the Confessvons 1s Tecount of the workıngs of dıyıne

ın the human soul, an not prımanrıly personal dıary. Yet,
for oblous rCasONS, both Augustine’s rel1g10us adversartıies 1n hıs OW.

ASC, S well the scholars of later centurıes would be tempted LO
emphasıze unduly the latter aspect.

However, such observatıons do not dıspose entirely of the problem
of the length of Augustine’s Manıchean so]Journ. ere stil1 remaılns the
ınteresting questlon of why Augustine hımself, 0OCCas]ıons
OVerTrT per10d of SOINe ten \A  > consıstently refers LO the so]Journ
havıng lasted SOINeEe ıne y}  » when the known facts would sSecem LO
indıcate that ten 18 INOTe approprlate estimate l2)

In attempting LO explaın thıs seeming INCONSIStENCY, the fırst

10) Conf. Conf. 6.1  —
11) Courcelle, CY. , 43  D
12) Courcelle, C
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1e4ASON LO COMe LO mınd has already een suggested Dy Courcelle 13)
T’he reformed Augustine Was ashamed of that ErITONEOUS per10d of
hıs wayward youth an therefore tended LO shorten hıs estimate of
ıts duratıon, whence the fıgure iıne instead of ten Consıstently ıth
thıs explanatıon, several 0OCCas]lons Augustine refers IN0 the so]Journ
ASs havıng lasted LOO long 14) Notwithstanding the merıts of thıs
explanatıon bDy Courcelle, ıt o0es not automatıcally execlude other
SOUTCES of the ınconsıstency, especlally 1n personalıty complex
that of Augustine.

Kegardıng other SOUTCES of the Inconsistency, ıt would sSeem that
the earlhıer chapters of the fıfth book of the Confessvons acqulre
relevance when read agaınst the background of certaın 1deas which
Augustine had acquired DYy the tıme that he Came LO recountıing the
SUOTY of hıs cConvers1ıon. In the fore-mentioned chapters, Augustine
pOortrays hımself disıllusiıoned Manıchee ın SLATLE of rel1g10us
CTISIS. ave already explaıned elsewhere, hat LO LO ave
een ımportant SOUTCeEe of thıs CT1ISIS 15) Kurther, the f1ıfth book
testifies, Augustine’s Manıchean fervour declhined markedly after hıs
disappointing encounter ıth the long awalıted Bıshop, Faustus.
Subsequently, Augustine mıgrated LO Rome. T’here, though he st1ll
consorted ıth the Manıiıchees, ıt would Seem that he Was INOTeE
Manıchee DYy force of habıt than bDy inner convıetlon. Thus, he Says of
hımself al that tıme

Certaily quıte openly persuaded thıs 18828  - 1ın whose house
Was stayıng not LO ave such eXCESSIVE faıth, whıch could See
that he had, 1ın a ]] those fables of whiıich the books of Manes Arle
full Yet still Ilıyed INOTEe frıiendly erms ıth the Manıchees
than ıth others not of that heresy 16)
It Ca  w be sald therefore, that T thıs stage of hıs disenchantment

ıth Manicheism, Augustine W as merely going through the motlons 9
wıthout havıng inner convıctlons. In other WOords, he Was behever 1n
aAPPEATANCE only. Later INn lıfe, Bıshop of the Catholie Church,
he Was IM0) become paınfully of thıs condıtıon of counterfeıt
belıef the members of hıs OW Ilock, ıth the flood of« CON VeTrTTtSs

13) 1T bid.
14) 'hıs 18 intimated by the UuUsSec of the word dıu by Augustine several 0CCas]lons :

De duabus anımabus Y.11 anı De beata ca G Courcelle, O' Cal
15) Leo FERRARI, ‘Astronomy an Augustine’s Break wıth the Manichees,

Revue des Etudes Augustimennes 263-276.
16) Conf. Courcelle, 0p. CL,,
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iınto the Church, INOTeEe result of political PTESSUTES than from genulmne
inner convıetions.

Meanwhıle, the ex1ıstence of counterfeıt bellevers had een acknowl-
edged by Augustine long before he Came LO wrıting hıs Confessuvons.
Perhaps bıbhical OTY better Uustrates the phenomenon than the
parable of the Aares SOWI the wheat 17) oth ll he auffered
LO 9TO W an rıpen, but only the latter 311 be gathered ınto the barn,
whiıle the former 18 destined for the COoNSsumıng fıres. It 18 signıfıcant
ere that thıs parable 18 ment.ıoned ımpheıitly early A 389-391,
ın Augustine’s De veraqa relıqgrone 18) The date 1s mMerIe yCal LWO
eT hıs fırst mentıon of hıs Manıchean so]Journ A havıng lasted SomMme

nıne
In 1eW of the pPrev1ouS consideratıons, ıt IS arguable that Augustine

disecounted the last yCarl of hıs Manıchean SO]Journ, when he would
ave een INOTEe bellever 1n aPPCAaNlE only, rather than 1n realıty.
Hor thıs TCasON, he could well ave thought of hımself havıng een

Manıchee for only ıne y  9 though the estimate of ten Ma y
ell ave een closer IK0) the facts interpreted by unınformed
observer.

ere remaıns yet another asSpeCct of Augustine’s estimate of hıs
Manıchean so]Journ which could help explaın the consıstent choıice of
ıne for that per10d of tıme. Here 1t 1S instructıve to take SOINE

aCCOuUnNt of Augustine’s profound an endurıng fasceınatıon ıth NUINeEeTIO-

Jogy Krom hıs earhest 19) hıs latest works, there 1s abıdıng faıth
the mySter10us W of numbers reveal, not only the ecrTets of

nature, but eVEelNN the deeper levels of dıyıne revelatıon 1n the SCI1P-
ures 20) Accordingly, under thıs latter aspect, Augustine Sa

number iın the Bıble endowed YERO1 supernatural sıgnıfıcance.
Thus, I0 mentıon but few examples Man Yy, Augustine derıves

17) Matthew 13.25-40.
18) 0 Cıl., 50[27], where Augustine wrıtes of ose wh ATr not afraıd of being

tares an chaff 1EeC Z1Zanla NC paleas perhorrescunt ÖM O' CW.,
19) Thus, early 386 1n the De ordıne, Augustine makes repeated references LO

the value of being ell versed 1ın the sclence of num bers when ar LO understanding
both material an immaterıa|l ereation and Similar references
AIC LO be found 1n the De MUSICA of 387 14143-8 These AI but the fırst of mMan y such
references LO be found scattered throughout the works of Augustine.

20) Thus, writing the De doctrına chrıistiana In that sectıon written In 396-7, Augus-
tine discourses upon the value of the SCIENCE of num bers for the study of the Scriptures

i MOST, The Scriptural Basıs of St. Augustine’s Arithmology,
(Jatholıc Bıblıcal Quarterliy 13 284.-.295



Augustinme Maniıchee 215

CONVINCINS LTEAaSONS for the ex1istence of the four Gospels for the fact
that the apostles WerTe twelve 1n number, and EVEeN for the mıraculous
draft of fiıshes 1ın John AA numberıng 0)]41% hundred N! fıfty-three 23)
At the basıs of al these deduetions Was profound convıctıon
Augustine’s part that numbers WeTe dıyınely sanctioned symbols of
spirıtual reahtıies.

ese numerologıcal convıctlions of Augustine ave certaın ıimplıca-
tıons for the Confessvons, because thıs work 1s basıcally partıcularısed
CcCase of the larger bıblıcal theme, namely the workıngs of divıne
upOoN mankınd. In 1e W of these consıderatıions, 1t; 1s concelıvable that
the of numerıcal detaıls In the Confessvons could be of
SeCONdary ımportance LO Augustine’s princıpal task of elucıdatıng the
workıings of dıyıne 1n the human heart In other WOTdSs, and ıth
partıcular reference the present toplc, the spirıtual s1ıgnıfı1cance of
numbers ın dates an tıme-Spans would be INOTeEe ımportant than
precıse actual

On thıs basıs, an 1n 1e W of Augustine’s establhlıshed symbolısm
for the Varlous elıg1ıble numbers involved, ere AI cogent TEASONS for
the cho1i1ce of nıne, OVer eıght and ten, the estimated number of

that he spen Manıchee. Thus, both eight and ten AI

establıshed In the Augustinıan symbolısm being holy numbers
whıich would hardly recommend theır UuUSec 1n sınful ontext
However, the Same o0es not apply 1ın the CcCase of the number iıne On
the CONtIarYy indeed, ıt 1s ımperfect number, SINCEe ıt lacks ONe ın
order LO become ten whıch sıgnıfes the perfection of beatıtude 25)
Furthermore, thıs ımperfect character of the number ıne 1s iımplicıt
ın ONe of Augustine’s works early DOl. about ONe yCal before
hıs first mentıon of hıs So]Journ the Manıchees havıng lasted
iıne 26)

21) Knarratıo ın Psalmum 1053,
22) Tbid an! Knarratıo ın Psalmum 49.10.
23) Enarratıo vın Psalmum 49.10. In Psalmum 150.1 an Iso Sermo 252.8 to
24) Thus, 1n Emnrstola D, eight 18 symbol of the Sabbath 23[13]) an ıts sanctıty

IS substantiated TOM the Bible 1bıd.) Also, iıke 10, ıt signıf1es the perfection of OUTr

beatitude It 1S noteworthy that ‚ypıstola was written little after the yCarl 400
Again, ın Enarratıo un Psalmum 6.1-2, elg 1S holy num ber 1n that it signifies the Day
of Judgement when the KElect ll be receiıved into Kverlasting Glory. Examples of the
sanctity of the num ber ten abound. Thus, for the Enarrationes un Psalmos: In 49,.9 w. . In
150.1 Again for the Sermones LO 34[23]; 853.7[6] w”-. . 232.10[10] w . 264,5 an 270.3

25) Quaestionum HEvangelvorum ” 40
6) Thus, iın the De MUSLICA (1.[12] where Augustine explains hOow the numbers
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One of the few 0CCas]ıons whıich Augustine utılıses T length
the ımperfect character of the number ıne 1S LO be found 1n the
Quaestvonum evangelıorum 27) whiıich Was wrıtten about 4.00, an
therefore about the sSamıe tıme the Confessuvons. T’he partıcular
0Cccasıon 1s EeXEDESIS of the bıbhecal aCCOuUNT of the healıng of the ten
lepers by OChrıst 28) As the tradıtıonal versiıon has 1G only ONne Jeper
returned LO g1ıve thanks. According to Augustine’s eXeges1s, the ıne
symbolıse those who AIe excluded from the COM DAaNY of the unıty
(2.€ the Church) embodıied In hım who dıd return. Lıkewise, In Uugus-
tıne’s OW. partıcular Case, durıng hıs Manıchean SO]Journ, he Was also
eXCIUde:! from the unıty of the Church 29) From spirıtual vlewpomt
therefore, it Was fıttıng that that aberratıon lasted SOI ıne

To explaın thus, thıs partıcular usSe of the number ıne 1n the
CUonfesstons the basıs of ıts establıshed symbolısm for Augustine
Ma y sSCcCCeIMN 1ıke unwarranted speculatıon. However, it apPCAaIs somewhat
less bızarre by adverting LO another detaıl 1ın the Confessvons connected
ıth the Samne number ıne

In thıs TeSPECT, and As prelımınary observatıon, it Ca  s be
apprecıated that by LTEAaSON of ıts ımperfection, the number ıne
symbolıses the present earthly SLATEe of mankınd which 1s I0 be perfected
DYy the ext stage, which 18 eNtrance into eternal beatıtude (symbolısed
by the number ten) 30) Bearıng thıs ın mıind, it 1Ss noteworthy that the
death of Augustine’s mother, Monica (whose PIOVEN sanctıty OVeI-

whelmed hım) 1s delayed untiıl the nınth book of the Confessvons 31)
In addıtıon, he hımself informs the reader that devout an holy
soul Was freed from the body » the nınth day of her illness 32)

LEO ÜHARLES FERRARI.

always TOM 0)81% LO ten, then return tOo unıty agaln. The imperfection of nıne 18
Iso evıdent TOomM the Roman numerals themselves. Thus, nıne (IX) 1S ten (X) less
unıty (

27) Quaestionum evangelıorum 2.40
28) uke 117 1110 T bid. R BF
29) T’hus, Augustine refers to himself several tımes 1n the Confessions havıng

forsaken the unıty In (}+0d for the distractions of the mMany 1n creatures (Z. 11 Iso ın
10.29.40 an 11.29.39).

30) 'his idea of the sanctity of the num ber ten fınds repeated insıstence 1ın Augus-
tine’s wrıtings. Ssee ootnote

31) Conf. 9.8.17
32) Conf. The tenth day would therefore find her In Paradıise.


