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Father Norbertus JTeeuwen O.85

The death took place September D al Sınt-Truiden of Hr Nor-
bertus (Herman) Teeuwen, ounder and edıtor-in-chief of thıs Journal,
« Augustinlana ». He had een 1ın faılıng health for f{ew In
1967 he eft Heverlee-Louvain to spen: hıs ast ın Sınt-Truiden.
Although ıt; Was becoming 6Cver INOTeEe evıdent that fata|l iıllness Was

underminıng hıs strength, thıs dıd not prevent hım from devoting
a ]] hıs energles IN0 Augustinlana » untıl shortly before hıs death In
the CYCS of hıs mMan y rTIeNds and acquaıntances hıs death Was lıke hıs
lıfe, quiet an unobtrusive. Therefore the eWSs of hıs passıng A WAaYy
wiıll Come surprıse for INnahYy readers of thıs Journal.

Herman Teeuwen WAaSs orn at Roermond (T’he Netherlands)
July 1910 In 1929 he entered the Belgıan Provınce of the Augusti-
1an Order Already before he Was ordaıned priest une 1935
he took interest; ın the hıstory of the Augustinilan Order Together
ıth SOINe confreres he ormed SN  11 team which undertook
ıth enthusıasm the study of Augustine and the Order hıch bears
hıs ame

In 1933 he publıshed SOINe popularısıng artıcles 0)81 eEXTS of
Augustine, CONCErNING, other topı1cs, the question of the POS-
sıbılıty of worshıp of Mary 111 Augustine and Augustine’s thınking
commemoratıng the dead But he SOON showed preference fOr hat
Was LO later become hıs gTrea speclalısatıon, namely, the hıstory of the
Belgian Augustinians. number of artıcles then appeare dealıng
ıth well-known Augustinian f1gures, such As Bartholomeus de los
Rıos, Thomas of Jesus, Nicholas of Tolentine, Abraham of Sancta
Clara. an Gregor Mendel. Less known local f1gures, however, recelve
hıs specıal attention : Maıgret, de Tombeur, Stevıns, Paulı, Agolla,
Mantelius, Cools an Neeffs.

These studıes, obviously, coıncıded ıth research into the old
records CONCcerNINg the dıfferent establıshments of the Belgıan Pro-
vince of the Augustinlans before the French Revolution, whıich 91 the
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height of ıts glory numbered less than thırty-one houses an SOINe

famous schools. Bearıng wıtness LO these investigations ArIe hıs artıcles
the Augustinian houses and schools of Ghent, Louvaın, Brussels,

Y pres, T1ıenen, Herentals and Binche. Hıs study of the Augustinlans
1n Flanders brought hım necessarıly the level of local hıstory. He
made studıes, partıcularly In hıs later A  ? the local history of
pres, Aarschot, Tienen, Neerlanden an Sınt-Truiden. He Was

member of several local hıstory
mong the most ımportan publications of Hr Teeuwen must be

reckoned the Augustinıana Belgica Illustrata », memorTI1al volume
publıshed for the 0ccasıon of the seventh centenary 1n 1956 of the
unıon of the Hermuıits of Augustine, an Documents POUL SETVIT

l’histoire medijevale de la provınce augustinıenne de Cologne. Kxtraits
des registres des prıeurs generauxX (  -1551) », whıich appeared ın
dıfferent volumes of thıs ]Journal, study whıch he WaS unabhle LO

complete. Both works WeIe accomplıshed 1ın cooperatıon ıth other
authors the fırst 1n cooperatıon wıth Dr Braem and the second
ıth archıvıst de Meyjer.

Publishing WasS not Fr Teeuwen’s strongest poıint, NOr W as

appearıng 1n publıc As far know, he only ONCEe took part In
se1entific abroad. It WaS dıffieult to get hım wrıte anythıng.
What Was the of thıs reserve % Was ıt the fact that he W as

autodıdact ® (Although ere it must be added that a orty of ASC
he attended the classes of the well-known Louvaın hıstorıan, professor
Albert De Meyer.) Was it natıve shyness that held hım back from
publıshıng % At an y rate, the fact W as that he en gladly handed OVeTrT

hıs data, rather than havıng LO wrıte somethıng hımself. T'hat others
carrıed off the glory Was somethıng he diıdn’t mınd.

Publiıcatıon, therefore, Was not the most ımportan of Hr
Teeuwen’s actıvıtıes. Hıs ogTeAatest contrıbution W as the collection of
materı1a|l and 1ts preservatıon for posterıty. Kven 1n hıs student days
he Was already searching out Tare documents which he often copled
by hand, for fear that the orıgınal should EVeEeLr be lost. And, Iın fact,
durıng the second World War several documents WeIiIe destroyed, an
they exıst NO only 1ın coples 1ın hıs handwrıtıing. By 1EAaSON of the
materıal he collected he became lıvıng SOUTCE of ınformatı]ıon for
Man y people. One could always call hım He Was always helpful,
because he Was neıther ambıtıous 1OT INnecan ın sharıng hıs treasures.
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Thıs, thınk, Was the Tea contrıbution of hıs personalıty 1ın the
sc1entifie fıeld

Hıs drıving motıve W a  N LO for posterıty. That Was
hat urged hım ın 1950 LO found thıs Journal, havıng already PI1-
vately produced stencılled ONe for L wo HFrom 1950 until hıs
death he managed Augustiniana » practically alone, both a the
financıal and edıtorıial levels, and brought ıt; tOo hat it NO 18 He
helped an! stimulated Man y 1ın their research, but he hıimself remaıned
In the background. In thıs WaYy he has made invaluable contrı-
bution LO the red1SsCcoVvery 1n OUT tıme of that TeAa spırıtual mMOovemen:
which 1s called Augustinianism », ımportant, but st1ll quıte NeX-

plored, aSpeCt of OUT Western Culture.
VAN BAVEL..


