
Recensiones

Peter BROWN, Augustine of Hıpnpo. brography. Berkeley and Los
Angeles, Universıty of Calıfornma Press London, Faber an
Faber, 1967, 463 .

T‘hıs well-wrıtten, hıterary book 1s bıography ÜEr 18 ımpossıble,
however, LO wrıte g00d bıography of Augustine wıthout gTeA
dea|] of ınterpretatıion and profound knowledge of hıs doetrine. The
author sShOWws that he POSSCSSES thıs knowledge. T’hıs bıography 91
tıme sımply TeLTrAaACEs the well-worn paths The MOsStT strıkıng aspect
18 the extensıve hıstorıical knowledge of the author, which enahbles ım
LO put Augustine ın hıs OW. Umwelt » ın AL orıgınal WaYy. By
domng, thıs book acCqulres VeELY suggestive W Many detaıls of
the lıfe of Augustine CMETSE In 16  < an keener hıght has the
iıntentıon LO show the iInner evolution of the personalıty of Augustine.
Hıs PUTrDOSE 1S LO demonstrate how outsıde eitrcumstances and changes
1n the world around Augustine challenged and influenced hım, and
NOW Augustine 1ın hıs vuUrNn, because of hıs StrONg personalıty, Tans-
formed the changıng world around hım

The work of consısts 1n fıyve chronological parts (subdıyvıded
1ın chapters), each preceded DYy chronological table deser1bes
VeLY well the iıdeahstie endency of the Augustine, but he
also sShOWs how Augustine In the COUITISE of became INOoTe aN
INOTe reahstie. T’he optımıstıcal certaınty of Augustine regardıng the
future STIEW progressıvely ınto uncertaınty CONcernNınNg the future
of INa  = The Augustine 1s rıghtly characterized earnest.

INa  > 1n search of the spirıtual. Far INOTE than has een one tall
1910) Augustine’s Manıchaeısm 1s SeEeN 1n S ontext of earNeEStTNESS

In penetratıng INanner the author treats success1vely of Augus-
tiıne’s eed of frıendsh1p, hıs d1iSscovery of the Platonıie phılosophy,
the oT1g1N of the fırst dıalogues 2hF Cassıec1aecum (whereby the Iınk aıth
Augustine’s OW lıfe could ave een underlıne hlıttle moOrTe), the
monastıc ıfe ,T T’hagaste, hıs ıfe A prıest and later A,5 bıshop,
the Confessvons (excellent chapter ') the Donatısm relig10us CON-

fhet, the De doctrina chrıstıana ‚the fall of Rome N! the De ervrtate Denr
(the remartTk that thıs 1S not book ou {hght from the world 1S LO
the pomt, 324), the Pelag1anısm (where observes that Pelag1anısm
TesSTts {ırmly bed-rock of the old ethıcal ıdeals of paganısm, CS PE-
clally of Sto1cı1sm, 367), an the CONLTIrOVeEeTrTSE ıth Juhan of Eeclanum
(the cıtatıon 307 should be 09 vm L4. and not 1, 22)

As Ca  - SCE, thıs book has INan y posıtıve qualities and hope
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that these posiıtıve elements EMELISC sufficıently ın thıs sahort revIeW.
My enthusı1asm 1s somewhat tempered by SOINE bold affırmatıons and
contrasts for whiıich the author ave predilection. By EXa-

minNıng accurately certaın eXTS, ıt LO that Occasıon
greater nuancıatıon 18 NeCESSAaTY. One 02  - ask ıf in]ustice IS not one
LO Manıchaeıism by deser1bing ıt. small SECT, the Bolshevıks »
of the fourth CeNTtUrY, fifth-column of fore1gn Oor1g1n 46) HKrom
Emıst 18 ıt, oes not aPPCAL, ın opınıon, that of emptiness
pressed Augustine iınto 110OTe actıve lıfe (P 135) Neıither Ca  S Sa y
that the Augustine wıshed to lıve alone ıth hıs mıind, when,

the CONLtLATY, DRF 11NOTe MmMature ASC he ll PIay to ave frıiends
(D 324) Friends WeTe always very ımportant Augustine ; he has

een lonely 111a  - (although evolutıon ın hıs thought about
friendshıp 1S unden1able ; but thıs evolution takes the form of deeper
appreclatıion of the human value of friendsh1p). It 1s Lrue — as SeceN

from the outsıde that the 11a who had ONCE COINE LO Hıppo LO

persuade Imperial agen In8. become monk, wıll NO persuade
general not do (D 329); but LO deduce from these facts contrast
between the an the old Augustine 18 go1ng L00 far

B.’s judgment of the Donatıst schı1sm 18 VeLY ımportant. Donatısm
W as essentlally relıg10us conthet an it would be inexact LO consıder
the dıfferences between Donatists an Catholies only the eXpression
of soc1al N! polıtical cleavages (p 217) But although ıt. ould be
nalıve exculpate entirely the attıtude of Augustine an hıs colleagues
agalnst the Donatists ıt, exaggerated LO to wrıte that

Man Yy » of Augustine’s colleagues managed , OnNne an the SAaImne tıme
be efficıent sSu  TESSOIS an oTreat scoundrels (Pp 240). The Basılica

FKlorentia Was not only rebullt celebrate the famous V1cCtory OVer

the Donatists ın 411 but already iın Sermo Denıs 21 mentijon 1s made of
the necessity of nNne  — bulldıng because the Basılica Margarıta has
become t00 amall 240). Nor do beheve that the epıgram Love
wholeheartedly then do hat VvVou lıke (In Emıst Joh VIIL, S) aD DEAaLIS
1n ıts harshest form ]Justificatıon of persecutıon of the Donatists
DYy the Catholıie Church (P 209) 'T '’hıs epıgram 1s rather the harmon10us
CONSCQHUCNCE of Augustine’s theology of love, CONSECYUCKHGE whiıich
1S valıd fOor the whole of chrıistian hıfe, apar a1s0O from the Donatıst
question. Sometimes ave the impress1ion that y1VeES LOO much
eredence LO SOIle assert1ons of Augustine’s adversarıes. By thıs do
not 1Neanl that Augustine Was always rıght ! But could aCccept
questionıngly the assertion of Juhan of Eeclanum COoNcern1ıng the affaır
that Alypıus had carrıed ıth hım the promi1se of eighty Numiıdıan
stallıons, fattened the states of the church, dAouceurs for the
calvalry-officers, whose VIeWS had proved decısıve (P 362) %

ould rather ıth Mandouze’s remartk thıs affaır
ll be able LO 1SCOvVver the truth of thıs N other events belon-
ıng LO the petite hıstoire » of the bıg controversı]es (Sarnt Augustin,
L/’aventure de la YaAıson el de Ia qgräce. Parıs, 1968, 448)
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But, despite the fact that sSOme detaiıls of thıs book (and there
Are of such detaiıls than those ave mentioned here), ask for
verıfıcatıon, the bıography of Brown Aa whole remaıns veryfascınatıng an enriıchıng book

VAN BAVEL.

Reinhard SCHWARZ, Vorgeschichte der reformatorischen Busstheologie.(Arbeıten ZUT Kırchengeschichte, 41) Berlin, de Gruyter Co,
1968, x-349 geb
Thıs work 18 ınvestigation of Luther’s ideas regardıng the notıon

wudıicrum hıs conception of PENAaNCe, such thıs conception aPPECAaISın the HKrste Psalmenvorlesung from 1515 In 1515 ONe Cannot yert speakof the strict Reformatorian theology an thıs 18 the 1e4SON for the
tıtle prehistory » of the Reformatorian theology of PENAaNCE, In sket-
ching the specıfic Reformatorijan VIeW, the author g1Vves, T the en!
of hıs book, utlook LO the later
lanchthon and Calvın.

per10d of Puther an also tOo Me-

beginns ıth examınatıon of the understanding of PCNAaNCeEın those wrıters who ca  w} be consıdered OQUTCES for Luther. He
treats success1vely Augustine (PP 16-58 ; 1n four paragraphs CON-

fESSLO neccaltı and CONfESSLO Laudıs, PENAaNCcE CONVETSENCY ıth the
ll of God, PCNAaNCeE an Justificatıion, zudierum damnationis an
vudıiecrum discretionıs), Gregory the Great, Bernard of Clairvaux,Wılliam of Auvergne, Gabriel Bıel, the Devotio Moderna, John of
Staupıtz 0.e.5.2a (PPp 150-159) an medıeval monachısm (John of
Paltz 0.6.8.2.).

In hıs solıd exposıtıion of the thought of Augustine, the author
lımıts hımself LO the Enarrationes un Psalmos, the Sermones an the
Tractatus uN Johannem, Decause only these works could ave een
SOUTCES for Luther. 'Thıs liımitatiıon 1s LO be borne 1n mınd when the
author reaches hıs conclusıons, for example, when he ASSEeTTtSs that
Augustine seldom speaks of the experlence of man ’’s Consclence (Pp 43)of COUTSe thıs cCannot. be applıed the Confessvons. would ave
wıshed for longer elaboratıon of the central place of humilıty 1n
Augustine’s theology, because humilıty 1S precısely One of the best.
approaches LO hıs thought. It SeEcEeINS LO that the word CATO 1ın
Augustine has been interpreted hıttlie LOO materlalısticly (PP 259-
260); Augustine’s thınkıng 1s erTe fully In the lıne of the Johannıne
Gospel. KFurther, ıt, should be noted that after the yCcal 303 the affections
iın Augustine’s 1eW AIe INOTe Seen A enemıles E} such 1n Luther’s
(P 2063).

The MOsSt, strıkıng aspect of thıs book, 1n opınıon, 1s the rather
slıght influence of Augustine Luther. The influence of Gregorythe Great an of medıeval theology Was far INOTeEe extensıve than that
of Augustine. Luther an Augustine AT princıpally the followıng


