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James ÄNDERSON, St Augustine and Being. Metaphysical
Essay. I he Hague, Nı hoff, 1965 1X-/6 F1 9.90
In thıs study the author confronts, the basıs of vood TEeXTL-

material, the metaphysical doctrine of Augustine with Neoplatonic
metaphysıcs, especılally wiıth that of Plotinus. TIhe Maın thesıs of
thıs book 15 that there 15 question that Augustine wed much TO
Plotinus In almost VeC arca of hıs thought. Precisely from hıs famı-
liarıty wiıth Neoplatonist X{ISs, Augustine had een able LO develop
hıs OW philosophy. But Augustine wholly re-interpreted Neoplato-
nısm ınto philosophy of beıing. FOI' that DPDUrTrDOSC hıs mMOStT 1ImMpOr-
tant teacher W as NOLt Plotinus, but the Bible, where ıt 15 saıd at
least 1ın the readıng of the Septuagınt that od’s OW. Namne 15
being itself. Here findl the T1eason of the T opposıtıon between
both thinkers. Plotinus’ metaphysics involves ultimately reality
which lies beyond being fOI' Augustine, the CONLFrAarYy, the highest
reality 1S being ıtself God 15 19SsUum CSSC. Because thıs 15 nOot the Casec

tor Plotinus, hıs thought leads to essentialistic character, while
Augustine s philosophy has rather existentialistic character. TOmM
thıs poınt of viIew the author strongly mıtıgates the alleged
1n basıc metaphysical meanıng between Augustine and I homas
Aquinas, $ the former wWerTIr®e Neoplatonist and the second phi-
losopher of being exıstence.

The ıimportance of the study of AÄAnderson lies In the abundance
of Augustinian about God being iıtself and about the relation
between God and created beings, relation which 1s basıcally
communıcatıon of being (creatio nihilo) and partıcıpatıon. But ıt
15 DIty that the terms exıistentialistic and essentialistic here
sed aAafe not sufhciently explained. In OUr opınıon the author should
ave taken ınto account the possI1bilıity that the so-called exısten-
tialısm of Augustine lies another level than that supposed ın
thıs work. Very little attention 15 payed LO on human CXDEC-
rıence, whereın perhaps 15 found the most ıimportant SOUTCE of
Augustine s philosophy.
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