
The Augustinians
iın Seventeenth Century Japan

(continuation)

CHAPTER

Augustinian Martyrdom

TIhe yCar 1623 witnessed the proclamation and investıture of
Hidetada’s son Y emitsu Shogun. In October 16223 the Caa
of Manila sent Don Hernando de Ayala and ntonio de Arceo
to Japan CONVEYVY the nNne shogun the greetings of the ne

Spanıiısh Kıing, Philip and O Trenew the former relations As
they werTre unable get ship toO Meaco, they went Sateauıma
waılting to be admitted the Court. When NSsSWeT CAaIne from
the Shogun, they tried Nagasak:i. Ihere they werTrTe denied
admittance they were under susp1cıon ave prlest aboard.
Only with the help of samuraı of Satsuma could they finally enter
the cCIty. When stil] word arrıved from the Shogun s CO they
resolved tOo Meaco without etters of ınvıtatıon. On the wWaYy
they met Gonroku, who told them ıt would be of lıttle uUse

LO SC  4') the Shogun about acdmittance of 1915 miıssı10nNarıes. Already
1ın preparatıon of this embassy meeting had been held at Manila
which took the problem of sending mıssı]ıonarıes ın the boats
of e. :L he Governor had forbidden all commercial vessels
of the Philippines to a miıss]1onarıes. Fven the Archbishop of
Manila agreed this stipulation. Ihe ecasons werIr«c that ın the face

Augusti fiiana‚ XIV 1964) 315-377,
SICARDO, cıt 77, SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 207. 1 and 235
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of SCVECETEC pe  1  n the SsS10NAarıes would not accomplish much
and urther, they were also sorely needed the slands

Even these offers di not prevent the SUSDICIOUS Y emitsu from
expelling the Spaniards from Japan Ihose wh werlrIre marriıed LO

Japanese en had TO leave their Vec and children Japan
Likewise all Japanese natıves wWeTliIcCc orbidden toO leave the cCountry
without havıng denijed the Christian faıth 3

These developments meant for the religious corporatıiıons of
the Philippines that they had to depend their OW prıvate -
SOUTCES to get to Japan

Ihe relig10us Orders venture 1623 purchased a

oat and sent ten 1011aT716Ss to Japan AÄAmong them werlIr«c the
[WO discalced Augustinians Francisco lerrero and icente Simoens
TIhe former wWwWas orn Villamediana June 1590 and W as

baptized the amne day He Wäa:  N the SO of Pedro lerrero
de OUOrtega and Mana Perez When he W as [W.: old he lost
his mother, and at eight his father His [W: uncles, both prıests,
educated him after his parents death until the ag! of fourteen At
that tiıme he. returned omMme live with his brothers and take Care

of the family tarm Later he studied Arts and Law the college
of the Jesuits at Palencia an 1614 he entered the monastery
of the Discalced Augustinians at Valladolid yVear later, No
vember 1615 he made }llS profession and 1620 he CaInc

the Philippines During hiıs stopover at Mexico he lived with the
Augustinians of the Observance. After short period of mınıstry
ONg the /ambales he Wa  N appointed Subprior and Master
Novices at Manila.

Hıis COMPaNıonNn icente de San nton10 Sıimoens W as orn

SAN AÄGUSTIN cıt |
SAN GUSTIN cıt 206
SAN AÄGUSTIN cır and 235
CICHOA cıt 207
ICHOA cıt 13 SAN AÄGUSTIN cıt SaVYS No consta e]

an de naCımıJento D

SICARDO, cıt 273 * SAN AGUSTIN; cıt 302, and JIMENEZ,
cıt | Z1VeE him the family - aInle Carvalho. They Iso attempt To that

Vicente de Sanr Antonio wWas Augustinian ot the Common Observance. hey
make reterence Manuel Carballo who made profession at Lisbon 587 an
speculate why he had changed hıs ammne Vicente. [t SCECEINS VCLIY improbable
that Manuel OUT Vicente. He mentioned the the
tormente: Mt Unzen (cf LAVER admirable excellente
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April 1590 at Albufeira the Province of Algarbe southeirn
Portugal As the So of ntonio 5ımoens, the tOoOwn physiclan,
an Catalına de Pereyra he ereWwW the serene of
famıly which could aftord to ZI1VE hlm splendid education and
al} the other advantages which affiluence Can purchase While he
Was still student at the University of Lisbon his ftather died su
denly He became prıest of }llS ome diocese Aftfter hıs mother
death the prıest sold his family's POSSCSSI1IONS Albufeira
an thought of consecrating himself LO God M1SS1ONATY arcer.

He did not INLO the Portuguese I1USS1011S because he as afraid
the iıllustrious NaIne of hıs family would ZIVC h1m preferences he
did not desire With hıs sight the the Spanish Patro-
nato he met former friend of his wh Was Just leaving tor Mexico

the SCIVICE of the Kıing of Spain He jJoıned hım and sailed for
Mexico May 1619

By chance Zr0uD of Discalced Augustinians eft f01‘ the Philip-
the aIne oat He became acquaiıinted with them and

joined them Mexico He began his novıtıate September
1621 On March 25 1622 he continued hıs vOoyage the Philip-

ancl arrıved at Mamla at the en of June atter having assısted
prıest who died from contagıous disease He made hıs DPIO-

ession September 1622 at Mamla OUr months later he went
with Francisco de Jesus Terrero to Japan On April 1623 they
eft the wooden craft which the four relig10us Orders of the
Philippines had purchased On June they Came to Japan landing

the port of Coxi which today called Ichikı After INanYy VICI:

tudes, OoImInNnmon to the travelers of those days, they arrived
Saturday, QOctober 14 at. Nagasaki an met Father Bartelome ( an
Lerrez that amne night Francisco lerrero remäained wiıth Father
Bartolome (9) study Japanese while Father 1cente began ork

the faiıthful from the homes of [0)381= Portüuguese merchants

Martirio el Reyno de Japon de los Benditos Padres fray Bartolome Gutiegrrez,
Tray Francisco de Gracia, fray Tomas de San A gustin hasta el an 1637
(Manila 1/ SICARDO cıt 256 SAN AGUSTIN cıt 284 2) T’he
profession date 587 would make hım at least ten older than Father
Gutierrez, the SCIMN10T7T of the Besides Vicente Simnoens Sa yYS of himself 1

letter wriıtten 622 (!) pubished AHHA 1917) ( el Ser moderno en
la religion Tlo the details of his biography SC\  D CHOA, cıt, 127 Hıs
ormula of Profession, C(ICHOA, cıt has 5imöoens.
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whom he had met Already All Saints Day of the S amé year
he had his rst acquaıntance with persecution. While sayıng Mass

(( Ihe Police ))ıIn the ome of Portuguese the warnıng CYIYy
icente removed quickly his vestments an changed ınto Portu-
gueseE garb while others removed the altar and the supplies. He
eft the house ın disguise without being molested. He spen the
day the other sıde of the rver and only at nıght did he
the house of Bartolome SC  6' Father Francisco. icente continued
his work at Nagasaki, while Francisco went North Honshu ın
the COMPAaNY of Diego de San Francisco and twWw. other Friars
Mıinor He w as entrusted with the southern district of Honshu,
Yonezawa, an returned to Nagasaki ın 1628 Their Mm1SS10Nary
Career wWas tOo reach ıts climax ıIn the COMPAaNYy of artolome Gu
terrez whom gıve NO OUuUr £ull attention.

Missionary vocatıon

artolome Ciutigrrez w as orn ıIn Mexico City ” at that time
the capital of New Spain. Escobar. ÖOn of the early historiographers
of the Augustinian Province of Michoacan, affırms that according
LO reliable reports he wWwWas orn the Feast of St Augustine | 580 !0)
He also describes minutely the sıtuatıon of the ome of the CGiutierrez
family. artolome wWas baptized ın the Cathedral parısh of Mexico

September | 580 da His parents werTre Alonso CGutierrez an
Anna Rodriguez de Esspinosa. They reared their So ın the faıth
and ser_1t hım to Jesuit schools 12) The result of the vyood gduc&3tion

On this m1ss10Nary expedition consult CHOA, cıt 257 YTTEN-
BROECK, cıt

RRERA, cıt 110 states that he was born at Puebla de los Angeles,
continuing mistake made by Barolome'’s first biographer, CLAVER, cıt 27
which has been copied repeatedly. Sicardo dispelled ıt by looking Bartolome’s
Baptismal Record at Mexico ıty and locating the house where Bartolome wWäas

born (op cıt. 239 The Baptismal Record 18 published ın GARCIA, cıt 320
note l’ ESCOBAR, A n AÄmericana Thebaida (Mexico 59]
reproduces ıt ın facsımile.

10) ESCOBAR, cıt SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 273 has August He Nnas

ın his favor that the child wäas named Bartolome after the saınt whose fteast wäas

celebrated August
ll) Supra note

ll) ESCOBAR, cıt 592
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was Soon evident. TIhe Chroniclers ell that EeVeEen ıIn youth he
wWäas mode]l of the Christian ıte 13)

At sıxteen he entered the Augustinian monastery of his natıve
cıty On June 1597 he pronounced his oWS before Father Diego
de Contreras, the Prior l4) Shortly after his profession he Wa  N sent

Y uririapundaro for his studies 15). After hıs ordination toO the
priesthood hıs Superiors assıgned h1m to Puebla de los Angeles 16)
Garcija 15 of the opınıon that he exercised the office of Master of
Novices there A his e very improbable, he eft tor the
mM1sSsS10Ns when only ca of „ 5°4 Francisco Terrero, hıs COIN-

panıon ın martyrdom, affırms that Bartolome Wa  77) graduate of
the University of Bologna 18) In this he 15 MmMOStT certainly mistaken,
SIncCe onNne of the exican SOUTCES indicate this, NOT would there
have een time for XIra studies.

The transfer of Father Bartolome to Puebla Wa  77) to ave a

profound infÄiuence his future. In thıs monastery of
Spanish Augustinians stopped Over their wa from Spain to the
Philippines an had to waıt until their Superior, Father Pedro
Solier 19) afterwards Bishop of Puerto Rico an Archbishop of
Santo Domingo, had finished arrangements for their trıp the Far
ast In conversatıon with these future mıss]ıonarıes and their chief,
Bartolome earned about their work ın the slands and above all
ın Japan 20) We ave amusıng little anecdote the future
martyr from those days of iırresolution and antıcıpatıon. When he
discussed with the students his desire preach the Gospel ın Japan,
they remarked jestingly pomlnting at hıs huge frame You ATre tOO

l!) SICARDO, cıt. 240,
l‘) LAVER, cıt SICARDO, cıt. 241 SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 273

L,SCOBAR, cıt 593
18’) LAVER, ibid.: SICARDO, bid LE,SCOBAR, cıt In 1683 when Sicardo

gathered materials tor the TOCEsSS of iınformation the Japanese martyrs,
Bartolome’s cell was changed ınto chapel, and the piıcture ot the artyr was

placed there.
10) SICARDO, cıt 241, SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 273 his stay must ave

le Claver the °2 conclusion Bartolome’s birthplace.
17) Op cıt 321 HERRERA, cıt
ll) OCHOA, cıt 253 (Letter of Francis of Jesus of October | 631 trom

the prison ın Omura.
lfl) On Bishop Solier SCEC HERRERA, cıt 270 ; SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 487

CASTRO, cıt 260 f.; PEREZ, cıt 57
SICARDO, cıt 24|, E:SCOBAR, cıt 595
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big to sufftfer fatigues and deprivations n In reply he saı ((( So much
the better there ll be INOTrTe relics avaiılable of body when
shall ave died martyr )) 21)

Bartolome finally joıned the missionarles INOTEC with desire LO

work In Japan than ın the Philippines. In of twenty he set

Out from Acapulco February 2 ’ 1606 ın the ship Espiritu
Santo » , and arrıved May | ın the Philippines 22) For severa|

he W as member of the communıty of Mamla Always prompt
and punctual ın hıs relig10us obligations, he wWwWas made Master of
Novices. TIhe Discalced Augustinian Gregorio Ochoa de] Carmen
affırms that Bartolome made eleven month novıtılate with the
Discalced Augustinijans at Manila. He ınsınuates that he returned
to his ftormer communıty only because of hıs desire to Japan 24)
But Esscobar had already established that Father Andres de Eispiritu
Santo, Ochoa’’s SOUTCEC, assumed this detail without proof —. Ihe
reason tor thıs supposıitıion, he suggests, wWwWas that he WOTE the
arTrow habıit of the Province of Michoacan which wWwWas very sımilar
toO that of the Discalced. We Ca also ad that NONEC of the Augus-
tiınıan SOUTCES mentı.on thıs. On the C  nCr  9 Gaspar San Agustin
affırms that he had ıt from Brother Dominic Sanches, novıce of
Father Bartolome, that he w as SVe with the Discalced 26)

Missioner In Japan
We aAave already eCecn Bartolome’s rst experiıence ın Japan.

After the great exıle of 1614 he reassumed his office of Master of
Novices ın Manıla. Among his nOvıces during t+hese ca wWeTlICcC the
rst [W.: natıves of Japan wh studied for the priesthood ıIn the
Augustinian Order, Ihomas of St Augustine and Michael of St
Joseph, wh would follow their Novice Master toO martyrdom ın
Japan. In 1618 Bartolome returned tOo Japan accompanied by Pedro
Z/uniga. TIhe Christians lodged hım ın house not OO close the
maın road TOM letter of Father icente Simoens NOW that

21) JICARDO, cıt 242
22) SICARDO, cıt 79, SAN GUSTIN, cıt 273

JCARDO, cıt 242 SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 274 l ; LE:SCOBAR, cıt

24') Op cıt 458
25) Op cıt DE (CASTRO, cıt 509
26) Op cıt 274, Herrera ha followed Espiritu Santo (oßp cıt
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the house where Father Bartolome dwelled wWwWas sıituated hill 21)
At the tıme of Bartolome’s second arrıval ın Japan Hidetada
newed the persecutıon ’ tor the fall of Osaka had made him undis-
puted master of the country

During his second stay the mıssıonary hitteen long ca
ın Japan and underwent unbelievable hardships and fatigue, preach-
ıng the Gospel despite bloody persecutıon. Ihousands of people
ftound their WaYyY ınto the Church through hlS labors, attracted above
all by the holiness of hıs ıte Hıis usual routine Wa  77 tOo spend the
day hıdden ın Cave thicket ın the woods. At nıght he went
nto the village where he S hlS tiıme ın the ome of O: of the
INOTE trustworthy Christians, hearing confessions and baptizing. In
the early mornıng hours he saıd Mass and gaVe Communion
those wh had confessed during the night. hen he wıthdrew agaın
nto the woods. No fatigue NO danger could induce hlm tO discon-
tinue his miınıstry. VWhıile walking through the mountaıns he wWas at
the disposal of Christian who ame tor advice. At times he
had LO alk In disguise for days and nıghts tO INOTE distant places,
tor under Hidetada price had een set the head of each mM1Ss-
S1ONAaTrY, and ıt had become dangerous Even stay ıIn the aImne

place for [WO sSUCCessSIVe nights 28) Bartolome’s ıfte ıIn Japan Wa  N

0)01 continuous Journey. ıthout stoppıng long ın an place, he
walked from OIl provınce of Japan to another. Ihe threat and
possibility of arrest were always iımmınent and his sıtuatıon Wa  N

aggravated by the cessatıon of supplies from Manila 29)
Yet the hardships of his mı1ss1ıonary ıtfe werIrec not enough for

Bartolome Gutiegrrez ; he added them 18 Customary ®
He almost always wWOoTrTe hairshirt and sed the discipline. In spıte
of the hunger he suftered ıIn the mountaıns, he fasted for long
periods cContent with lıttle boiled T1C€ boiled rooTt 30) hus
he wished LO sSsure divine blessings his labors. his penitential
ıfe wore him OoOWn that he seemed but skeleton : l'llS face
became thin that ıt seemed but skin and bones.

27) OCHOA, cıt 231 Father Vicente visıted him otten 1ın his house
Bartolom& taught him Japanese.

ll) Letter of Vicente Simoens of January | 1624, published ın (ICHOA,
cıt 23]

2.) « The Japanese-Manila trade petered Out ın the third decade of the
|7th century BOXER, Chr ent

.!0) SICARDO, cıt. 245,
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During thiıs period of hide-and-seek Father Bartolome ha SOI

NarTrow CSCaPDECS. Like St Felix of ola he remaıned undiscovered
0)81 OCcCcasıon because spider had built ıts we between the

closed OOr and the doorpost of the [OOIN where he wWas hiding
On another OCcasıon he went ınto house sa Mass and admi-
nıster the acraments. When the searching asked the and
ady polnt him out, sh saıd with smile (( Just In, yOou
ll find hım ) . Believing that sh wa  77) making fun of them an
fearing lose face, they walked aWaY. Once he W as helped by
his OW ingenulty. When the bugyo's spıes approached house In
which he Wa  N Just stayıng he grabbed guıtar and strummıng the
ınstrument he walked undisturbed through their miıdst sıngıng 81)

contemporary report has thıs toO 5a about hıs mınıstry during
those perilous ca

The Father of the Order of St Augustine has produced
much frujt ıIn Nagasaki while he tound people wh housed
him NO he o€es not NOW where tOo hide ın the CIty,
he lives ın the nearby mountaıns, from where he works for hıs
neighbor 32)

However, he could not OoOrever remaın undiscovered. At the
beginning of August 1629 a ne investigator Came to Nagasaki ın
the DETSON of the local ruler of Bungo, JTakenaka Uneme-no-sho.
He turned out be on of the most cruel persec  TS of the
Church. Combined with his ınnate cruelty wWäas his desire wın
the favor of the Shogun Y emitsu (1623-1651). He engaged large
number of ınvesti1gators with the ıntention of breaking the spirıt
of the Christians. Aware that the orbidden religion could not be
extirpated by killing ıts adherents hıs policy wWas make apostates
not martyrs lo entice the populace 19) report the mıss]ıonarıes he
increased the reward set their Capture

icente S5imoens describes his comıng tO Nagasaki ın letter
of July 1632, triend

In the year 1629 In the rst days of August tyrant,
named Unemedono, assumed the rule of Nagasaki. He peT-
secuted the Christian religion with such r1gor that nothing Ca

fll) ]bid
32) ICARDO, cıt. 2
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maıned untouched by his fury eXcept the cıty s outskirts. W ;ith
violent en ıth threats, agaın wiıth other schemes of
hell he subdued all en and en of low and high COIMN-
dition. TIhe persecutıon wa  N such and extraordinary at that
time ıIn this kingdom, that there remaıned creature, sensate

ınsenate, dead alive, EeVCnNn still unborn, which wWas
nOot reached by ıt The living felt the horrible persecutıon agaınst
the Catholic faıth and ıts adherents and the dead showed evl-
dence of ıt.

The mountaıns full of persecutors trembled with fear be
au: of their crıes and [07218 The rocks wWeTrTe broken ıIn order
not gıve protection the Christians. Ihe woods and plains
were burnt ın order NOT gıve shelter the persecuted EeVEN
the es suffered the r1gor of the hre that the accused could
nOot hide ın their leaves. The waters wWerTre not allowed tOo a
boats ıIn order not LO recelıve those wh. would seek refuge
there, the rıvers and the brooks, re with blood felt the severıty
of the tyrant, the anımals eft their lairs an fleeing from the
woods heralded the horrible persecutıion. Ihe LOWNS, villages
and cıtıes weTlTre abandoned by their inhabitants. Men en
an children were taken. After haviıng een humiliated and
mistreated Ome werTre imprisoned, others burned alive, others
sawed asunder with bamboo Sa wWSs, others killed with lances,
others beheaded )) 33)

Although the empo of the persecution W as thus agaın
creased, Father Bartolome did not slacken his zeal He went from
place tO place confirm the Christians ıIn their oyalty. Takenaka
captured hım by making use of apostates 34) When these had
heard that he w as at Isahaya, they went there, and nOot finding

SICARDO, cıt 102 l : ÖOCHOA, cıt 323
Sl) On the extensiıve uüse of ıIn the search tor miı]ss]1onarl]ıes

CLAVER cıt f ’ letter of Francisco errero to his Provincial of Oct I8, 163]
HOA, cıt 408) Siendo muchos los Judas qUeE estaban sobornados }
mucha plata para entregarnos de tırano, que hallabamos
seguridad - los montes InNnas umbrosos n de la tıerra : DOI lo qua!
cCalmos los CINCO, que hoy estamos Tlo treachery could be added the Üse

of torture, Paul Nagati of Chukinozu w as severely tortured revea| the
whereabouts of Francis of Jesus, SAN AGUSTIN, cıt au Kıta,
dojuku of the Dominicans, betrayed Br Gabriel M., letter of Francis of
Jesus of May 26, 630 Diego of St Francis, AlA 1914 On March 20

mMoOost dear Brother Gabrie|l of St Magdalene joined ın pr1son ; he haı been
arrested at the end of February ın the mountaıns of kiriki. aul Kita, formerly

Catechist of the Dominican Fathers procured him this Paul had bad
intention, but Just wanted CSCAPC orture
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him the village they searched the surrounding woods fOI' l'nm
On November 10 629 they apprehended hxm at Kikizu Arıma
with his eighteen VCcar old catechist Brother John Shozuburo
ıthout quoting his SOUTCES Crasset indicates that Bartolome refuge
had een found Out and his ost had betrayed him

The rst (to be arrested) w as Father Bartholomew
Ciuttiers of St Austin S Order his good Father being retired
to Conga, sent Out his Servant to buy PTOVIS1ONS Town
but being surprised by the Guards, they a  y hlm before
the Governour, and put him to the Question TIhe JI rusty
Servant endure the 1 orment with invincıble Patience, but
his Patron had not the amne Courage, ftor hearıng the Judge
threaten tOo Torture him, he contessed the Wh016 Story, an
betrayed the Father upON which Soldiers wWelIrI«c sent
him )) 8'l)

TIhe tw. Augustinians werTre at rst held 11 the small loca|l
PDT1SOT), and then transferred chains the jaıl annexed the
residence of the Bugyo of Nagasaki On November 15 they WTG

the |18+th byjoıned by Anthony Ishida, Japanese Jesuit
Francisco Terrero and the 25th by icente Simoens
The large number of Christians wh wWeTIC held the aInec Jal
were happy that they had the COMMPDaNYy of prıests All suffered
greatly from Alth the overcrowded PTr15ONM The bodies of the
dead werTle otten eft there ftor days order Oorment the living
with the sickening dor

On December | Tlakenaka had the prıest PTISONCIS transferred

IB) Letter of rancis of Jesus loc cıt

n) John Shozuburo the John Chocumbuco of the Augustinian Breviary In
the second nOocturn he described member of the Third Order However,

have letter of Bartolome Ciutiegrrez the Provincial at Manila which he
states that he received Brother John member of the First Order This letter

published SICARDO cıt 750 SAN GUSTIN cıt MARTINEZ
1630cıt 124 note It cConnırme: by letter of Francis of Jesus of Nov

CICHOA cıt 397 Entre ellos era e| doshico de Fr Bartholome Gutierrez,
CO el habito de DNDOVICIO SUVO »

IY) CRASSET History of the Church of Japan (London 707 472
38) The Augustinian SOUTCES ention him under the Portuguese ame Pinto
30) COCHOA cıt 326 f UYTTENBROECK cıt 121
‘0) Ihe very 1  Z report the arrest of Vicente imoens at Hiroshima

ith the help of Ar apostate catechkist ı contained i OCHOA cıt, 327
‘l) BOXER, Chr. ent 348
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the prıson of Omura for the sake of greater securıty 42) Ihe
next day he eft for edo the court of the Shogun, to report
hıs SUCCESS i1cente Simoens g1ves detailed AaCccount of the
prıson

The place ıIn which ATrTe imprisoned 15 at the foot of
very high mountaın. It 15 Cut Out of the bedrock an 18 Ü  z

lances high We aic underneath thıs rock. Many rivulets of
water ru oOwWwn both sıdes. f 15 arTrO W although the
0)91 ın which were last yvear wWwWas still much smaller that
the five of aAare four mats, with the COINIMNON place 1N-
sıde )) 48)
Ihe martyrs Sp z ca ın this place. For nourishment

they received only little 1Ce boiled ın walter, which at times
esmall fish W as added slake their thirst warTrm water w as gıven

according tOo Japanese custom. Oome vood Portuguese took DIty
them and supplied them. at the risk of their lıves, with the

most NECCSSaI y things 44) Nevertheless, they continued their priestly
work by bribing the guards with OmMe of the glfts received from
the Portuguese and succeeded ıIn makıng converts. hey recited the
DDivine Office together, sang hymns, and could celebrate Mass daily
with the connıvance of the bribed guards. Father Bartolome instruc-
ted and baptized ın prison even tono, local ruler. TIhe priests’
greatest SUCCCSS, however, w as the conversıon of bonze wh Wa  N

baptized by Father icente and later died for the fajth by being
burned alive a Their priestly collaboratiıon ın prison W as marred
only ONnNCe by argument the right to acmit people the
Third Order Father Bartolome believed that the right ought
be reserved l'llm Vicar Provincial. When Francisco Tlerrero
produced letter of his Provincial ın Manila which w as approved
by the Vicar General of the Nne congregatıon of the Augustinian
ÖOrder, there W as urther disagreement. Both admitted

gpplicants __tby their OW. Third Order b
__ OCcHOA, ;>p. cıt 332 and 301 See also CARDO, cıt

IMENEZ, cıt 162 COCHOA, cıt 333 t. : Iso described ın AG!
cıt Annexes 2327
ll) SICARDO, cıt 249 Father Francis of Jesus mentions their

benefactors Jeronimo de Macedo HOA, cıt 40
OCHOA, cıt

l6) ÖOCHOA, cıt 379 an dado este lugar el häbito de hermanos 108
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Although Father Bartolome wWas nO separated from his beloved
and loyal dojuku, Brother John Shozuburo, he did nOt forget him
He wrote from his prison ıIn Omura to friend of his at Nagasak:i
to urnish h1m with habit He made the amne request for the
Tertiary Brother ancius Saizaemon and the Oblate Brother Michael]l
Tayemon, who had also een arrested 47) Takenaka NCeW the
zeal ıth which these had worked tor the m1ss]ıonarıles, serving
them especılally interpreters for their SCITINONS, also the esteem
In wh1ch they wWeliIe held Therefore, he made eftorts to bring
about their apostasy. When these failed the Bugyo condemned them
to death On October 2 1630 they were taken from prison tO the
hill of martyrs. Each wWOoTEe 18 habit and his shoulders sıgn
which stated They die for Christ because they accepted the faıth
of Christ and failed to abandon ıt 48) On October Father Bar
tolome fulfılled the sa duty of informing his Provincial at Manila
of the death of John Shozuburo 49)

With the infilux of InNnOoOTrTe and INOTE prısoners the prıson of
Omura had become overcrowded. The jailors approached Takenaka

qUe digo arrıba los JT erciarios : obstante que e Fr Bartolome lo estrano
mucho au qu1so contradecir, hasta qUe le satisfıcımos » (Letter of Francıs of
Oect 1630 ftrom prison of Omura). See Iso letter of the samne from the prison
of Omura, Oct 18, 631 OCHOA, cıt. 253 SAN AGUSTIN, cıit 303,

47) SICARDO, cıt 237
‘8) SICARDO, cıt PEREZ, cıt 191 eports incorrectly that

Shozuburo wWas burnt with CGutiegrrez. Brother John’s parents ha: been burnt a

month before his death because they had allowed their SO Father
Gutierrez Catechist (SICARDO cıt $ 2) Ihree uncles of his the brothers
of his mother, WEeTEe burnt ftor the faıth three yCaTrs before his death and grand-
mother of his wWas beheaded (!bid.) Sicardo tells Iso that Brother John died
a professed Augustinian which 18 confirmed by the Japanese Catholic Directory
(cf T agastan 17 No S, VWhile according S5ICARDO, ibid., ancı]ıus
Saizaemon wWas ä professed Tertiary, the Japanese Catholic Directory lists him

professed Augustinian Brother (Tagastan, ibid.) With these Augustinians
had died Brother I homas Kahioye, the Oblate Brother Peter Kuhioye and the
Tertiary Brother Lawrence Hachizo of the Discalced Augustinians. SICARDO,
cıt reports also t+he martyrdom of Man Yy Tertiaries and members of the
confraternity of the cıincture. However, he makes the remark that ıt w as very
difficult establish which of them welIe Augustinians, they joined Man y T hird
Orders and the contfraternities of priest who Came work them.
his 18 the TIECAaAaSON why man y claimed by the varıous ÖOrders See also
Sicardo’s remark, cıt 425,

l.) ICARDO, cıt 238,
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ıth the request to stop arresting Christians they did not know
where to put them He made QOINMN by Z1V1INZ orders that all eXcept
the priıests were to be killed. his very aIne day Macedo informed
the prlıests of the Bugyo’s resolve to put the vıctıms to death Ö

September 50) lıttle later jailor Came and announced the
sentence. Among the condemned wWeIcC Man Y Tertiaries and Oblates
Father Francisco decided to ave them make their profession.
AÄAmong them were Y oiemon, 55 ca old, who became Brother
Peter of the Blessed S5acrament : he lived at Hiroshima anc] had
been captured with Father icente. Korean, Fakiro.,
old wWwWäas named Brother Louis of St Michael. Kishiro, ın the Order
Brother Louis of St Augustine, ca old W as of Ykirik:. Ihe
three had behind them ten months of continuous orture for haviıng
een firm ın their faıith They made their profession Brothers of
the Discalced congregatıon of the Augustinian Order 51) With them
6/ Tertiaries made their profession. They all wWerTre martyred
September Z 1630 Their wıves and children, wh: had een brought
to Omura from the surrounding villages September 2 ’ died wiıth
them 52)

Among the Tertiaries deserves to be singled Out Simon ohj-
Vovye Iwo ca earlier he had een seduced tOo apostasy by Go
ernor Tobinoga. hen he returned tOo the faith, did PCHNAaNnCcCeE for
hıs Sın and sed all his pOossess1o0ns to ald the miısıonarles. When
he wWäas brought before the Governor and refused to be swayed by
hlS blandishments, he wWas put ınto prıson. When he had een taken
Oout the place of martyrdom, Foconofaru, the Governor had him
strıpped and clothed with shirt made of SITaw which W as set
aflame. Though the sStraw had een consumed by the flames he
wWwWas still alive. The (Giovernor then ordered hıs head 1{9 be bashed
ıIn ıth stick, and having survived also thıs ordeal he w as 1ed
shoulders (9) shoulder with his wiftfe Gracia and both were burnt 53)

ED) ÖOCHOA, cıt. 350
51) They made their profession September 26, 630 Concerning their DTO-

fession and martyrdom se. ÖOCHOA, cıt 354
52) Forty of them werTItE burnt alive tied back back, twenty-seven w ere

beheaded Letter of Francis of Jesus ın PEREZ M., * Relaciones de
Fr Diego de San Francisco ” AIlA 1914) 243

Bl) ICARDO, cıt 232, Fr Vicente succeede: ın obtaining the relics of
sSOMmMe of these martyrs OCHOA cıt 285 and sent them onNne of Macedo'’s
boates Manila. Francisco wriıtes ın a letter h18 Provincial Manila ın 1632
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In the prison of Omura the Augustinjans also had the paıinful
experjıence of seeıng mMany fellow Christians sufter. kven betore
their arrıval [(0)981= children had een ın prıson wh wWeIC gıven LO

Pagallıs and renegades f01' adoption. his w as one estrange them
from the ftaıth they had learnt ın their Christian homes. The DECTI -
SECULOTS had also taken this prıson [0)091=- ten twelve girls ftrom
Hiroshima and OINEC newly we When they refused to

apostatıze they wWEeliIC made slaves be put ın public houses. TIhe
mıss]ıonarıes made efftorts purchase Man Y possible with the
[9)  CV the faithful gaVec them for theiır OW personal needs 54)
TIhese priestly efforts wWEeTIC the only consolation they had ıIn their
prolonged imprisonment.

In the latter part of January 1631 they were finally transterred
to the ınter10r compartments of the prıson, although they had een
vacant sınce September Iwo of them shared O' Cage made
of SLOU sticks and opCn all sıdes.

In the Sulphur Springs o} Unzen

On November 25 1631, after havıng celebrated Mass ın honor
of St Catherine, the priıests wWelI«c removed from +he prıson of (O)mura
and taken back the prıson of Nagasaki. hey arrıved there WOTIN

Out from the march and, expecting be burned alive, were SUT-

prised not ind wood ready for the pPUurpos«c. In the prıson of
Nagasaki they met ne companıon of their sufferings, Brother
Gabriel of St Magdalen, rancıscan, wh wWas great help
them he W as experienced medic. Iso ıIn prıson w as the
widow Beatrice Acosta, professed member of the Augustinıan
Third ÖOrder and her daughter Marıa, then eighteen ca old 55)
All these prisoners weTlIie condemned to be tortured ın the Sulphur
Springs of Mt Unzen.

Takenaka had conceived thıs orment ın order tOo make the ne

HOA, cıit Por la vıa de] Capıtan Jeronimo de Macedo va doce
cajoncillos de santos Cuerpos de martires dentro de ellos D . The junk arrived at

Manila ın 632
6‘) Letter of Francisco errero ın SICARDO, cıt 252 On the role of

Macedo ın this connect:on SC OCHOA, cıt 374 On ‚0301 Ooccasıon the priests
redeemed .slaves ıth silver which ‚they :had been gıven purchase altar supplies
CHOA, cıt 382 and 419

55) JCARDO, cıt.
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Christians deny their faıth TIhe results thus far had een very
excellent Man Y had apostatized under ıt 58) On December
1631, Ou  — little gr0o0upß started Out for the place of orment 57) Ihe
Bugyo had already appoıinted a wh would meet them when
they eft the prıson, to tell them they had stil] time turn about
otherwise, they would ave LO die ın the hot waters of Unzen.
When they eft the Cıty faır number of Christians waited take
leave of them and to recommend themselves their PDTrayers. They
were ure the victıms would die ın the orment Ihe prlıests walked

foot In shackles the cn welIc«c carrıed ın ıtters.
They made their rst Stop at place called Foki where

number of small junks were ready for them Before being placed
nto these their shackles werTrTCcC tightened about their AaTrIns and
throats, and Nne 1Irons wWEeTlTe put their legs hey eft Fokji at

NOON, traveled by junk ten leagues, and went ashore NCaTr place
called Obama t[w: leagues from the place of Oorment hey
werlIe lodged under guard ıIn the homes of DOOT workingmen. TIhe
shackles about their ATrTINS an throats wWelIc tightened to such
degree that they could nOot rest the whole nıght. Ihe ext mornıng,
Friday, December 5! they set Out horseback and began the
ascent of the mountaın. Ihe road w as rough that they had

5 0) C (CCLAVER, cıt Fueron levados (Gutierrez and companions)
al lugar de] Oormento que sta e]| Reyno de Arıma, donde los NOS antes

fueron levados muchos Christianos, de todos los Reynos, 81nO fueron quatro, O,
CINCO todos los demas eNCgaronN, volvieron atras, CO ST el NUImMMEeTIO de los
atormentados mMUu grande,, tan terribile espantoso ste lugar (iYSBERTSZ,

cit f.. that a reneged except youth of between |
who uffered agaın and agaın until he died Gysbertsz eft September 29, 1629,
after having stated that Uneme ha: brought I11LOTe Christians al without
shedding of bl  3 than a her persecutors before him AGES, cıt 702
relates, that ıIn August 1629 when of (37 INE and 27 women) wWeIc

subjected this torture, all but ‚e)41 TW apostatized. See Iso BOXER, Chr.
ent 351 SICARDO, cıt 88,

57) ERRERA, cıt. 1 10 18, therefore, mistaken when he SayS that the
orture ın the springs of Unzen took place December 4, 631 On December
they wWeTlite taken from the prıson (CLAVER, cıt | SICARDO, cıt 254, |
TIhe a  Ous published by de Santiago Vela under the
heading * Nuestros Martires de Japon ’ HHA V II 1917) ' has page ..1/ that
they were removed from prison December %. but adds C [)ia de Sta Barbara
which, of COUTSE, 16 December The mar{yrs WEeIC taken the pond only
December

5l) cıt. HHA (1917)
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alk most of the wa few Christians tried to follow them, but
ooon they began the climb they wWEeIC orbidden to continue.

Takenaka had appoıinted five deputies to a  V Out the SC1H-

tence. He had promised them rich ewards ıf they would make
the Christians apostatıze. Lager earn these the deputies had
already, during the nıght and agaın ın the mornıng, called upon
their victıms, tryıng persuade them to eny the faıth When
these mpts had failed the martyrs werTre taken to the seething
ake where they arrıyved shortly after NOOI. Here they werTrTe g1ven
food and were asked ONCE INOTE ın the face of the TMECNLIS tOo

deny their faıth and free themselves from the horror which w äas

awaıltıng them All refused and Father artolome acdded that this
hell W äas only shadow of the real ON

When the henchmen sa that they WOEeIC getting nowhere they
began the Oorture hey moved their vıictıms the edge of the
pond and made them take off theiır clothes. hey tied their hands
and feet securely and made them sıt OoOwn OI rocks right at
the edge of the pool hen they exhorted them agaın eny their
faıth and when thiıs W as refused the Oorment began. For thıs
PUrpOoSse five were securely tied hands and feet and about
the eck Fach roOPD«e W as held by on of the five InNne appointed
for the orture By pulling the [9)  c tight the victım could be SUS-

pended ıIn mid-air. An interpreter asked each on ın turn aposta-
t1ze.

We ave the report of eyewiıtness contained ın letter of
icente Simoens of July 2 1632

(( In Case wWeIC not willing (to renege) would ave
to suffer the orture of thiıs liquid sulphur which Wa  N boiling
In the pond, ralsıng bubbles INOTE than z palms high, seething
with such agıtatıon and gurgling noisily that only with the
help of God could endure ıt The Oormentors advised
also that ıf moved aWaY from the place of suffering ıt would
be taken sıgn that apostatized. We all answered ın on  e’

volıce, although werTrTe not together, he body being mortal,
INaV get weak, but the heart, and ıts mMesSsSCHNgECT the tongue,
11 sa what the sou] feels At ONCE they began to orment

pourıng this liquid OVET ıth SCOOD, which held IMNOTE

than paıil, ONC®S, twıce, three times 59) hen they ordered

5.) Vicente's report contradicts that of another wh shared the sufferings
Unzen, Brother Gabriel, who wriıtes ASSO FABRIANO, Storia d:
quarantacınque Martiri Giapponesi del Ordine de Francesco, beatificati dal
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to put OUr habits and returned OUr abode which wWwWas
one quickly, OUrTr resting place wWas tatame - the are
soil with little StIiraw under ıt There remaıned thirty days
an thirty nıghts with shackles OUur hands and ırons
OUur legs, isolated from on another. We received ONCE a day

salted sardıne and little rıce. Ihe rst Orment Wa  N

painful that the rıbs wWeICcC a1cl are that there remaıned
hardly sound spot for the second application of the liquid.

The rst e)e1 to suffer wWas companıon (Francisco
Terrero), the second mysellf, the third Anthony Pinto, the fourth
Brother Gabriel, then the [tWO en. Ihe daughter, Mar1a de
Sılva, stl] and frail fell the ground when sh: had tOo
suffer the orment of the water the second tiıme. However, sh
6CVe denied the faıth Yet, because of the cautiıon they had
gıven they considered her apostate, SCVCOCIMN though sh
was nOot At the tıme, when they returned her Nagasak:i
an sh understood why ıt had een done, sh went her
ome sayıng that sh. had not apostatized and, although ıt wWwWas

late, sh wanted be taken to her mother and the Fathers.
She made the armne statemen at Nagasaki, when eftorts wWeIcC

made force her to sıgn the document which the tyrant had
ordered her toO TAaW Father Bartolome Wa  N not tortured
immediately, nOrTr the second thırd day nly the
fourth and the AGfth day they poured thıs liquid OVeEeT h  1m, how-
GVl ıt Wa  N little that ıt did not hım wound, f01'
the Father wa  N weakened by not eatıng that they did nOL
molest him Ihe Brother Wa  N tormented the rst an second
day They treated him severely that during the Oorment of
the second day he ainted, and they did not orture h1m agaın.
l, for appearıng VOUNgCI than the rest, although less strong
and INOTIEC delicate, suftered the Orment hive days succesively.
On the last day, after the orture, when tried tO aWaVY
dress ainted, remaıned UNnCONSCI1OUS and AarıInıs and legs
swelled that thought end wWwWas approaching. TIhe L[OTFr-
turers got the aInlec impression and revived with cordial,
which brought about to certaın extent hey took ad-
vantage of the sıtuatıon and urged with shouts deny the

Sommo Pontefice Pio (Roma 871 463 They immersed ONn by on

ın the boiling waters. w as thrown ınto the water only five times However,
the report of Vicente 18 explicit ın describing ladle and method, ell
times of application ın acl'\ individual Cas«c, the wounds caused by the water

runnıng down ver the bodies that prefer together ıth Sicardo, San Agustin
and Ochoa follow his description. Also HERRERA, cıt. 1, has mmuitte-
bant D .

‘0) Tatame wWäas the soft mat which covered Japanese Hoors. [t W as [WO

inches INOT'! iıck an by feet ın Sıze OCHOA, cıt. 336)
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faith However much | lacked strength, answered God would
help hen wWwWas dragged by the arımns to shelter where

remaıned for the remaiıinder of the tıme, always siıck. wWwWaäas
helped by the doctors whom the tyrant had sent from Nagasaki
to CUure

My companıon and Father Anthony Pinto wWelI®c tormented
NCeEe INOTC, altogether S1X times. his marked the end of the
heroic battle with these seething waters. TIhe wWwWas de
feated and the law of the true God of c  C triıumphed. Many
thanks Him for the Man y aCcC®e he showed owards His
ervants. TIhe mother, Beatrice de Acosta, w as tormented five
tiımes with the waler 61)
TIhe refinement of cruelty practiced upon the martyrs had made

them only stronger. Thell' ftortitude enraged the rTmentOors that
they put them to ne test During O: of the last nıghts o
December Father Francısco and Beatrice wWer«c exposed to the bitter
cold round rock which had een covered with sharp stones
Beatrice W äas NeCaTr death ın the mornıng and had tOo be taken
the village of Obama where sh convalesced until the W as

taken back Nagasaki 82)
Ihe rest werec put another test, the so-called Efumi

pıcture treadıng. FEach wWwWas requested step plece of sheet
metal which crucıfıx had een engraved. In Case of refusa|l
they were threatened be thrown ınto the scalding pond Yet
they all refused. Vicente Simoens Wa  N weakened from the orture
of the past month that he could nOot leave his hut The henchmen,
therefore, Camne him and made the aIne request. TIhe martyr
answered, would rather Cut offt feet than step the Crucl1-
fix Ü When old that they would take his feet and Dut them
the pıcture of the crucifix, he replied, In that Case ıt 11 not be

doing and there 18 CONsent of ll shall remaın firm
ın the respect ave for Lord and Master, Whose faıth PDTrO-
claim )) .

The martyrs had pe whole month Mt Unzen. T heir
bodies full of Ores, they suftered greatly from the evil dor of
infection and the vermın which developed ın their wounds. Besides,
they wWeI«c exposed SCVEeTEC cold Ihree thousand even hundred

‘l) cıt AHHA (1917) |
SICARDO, cıt cıt AHHA 1917) 20: ÖOCHOA, cıt 44 |

Cl) SICARDO, cıt 257,
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and three bundles of Arewood were sed to keep their torturers

warm 64) Heavy SO W had fallen this wiınter. On the nıght of
St John the E, vangelist z palms of NOW had tallen. Ihe cold
w as extreme that EvVen their Oormentors suffered trom ıt, although
fully clothed ahd protected by better accommodations 85)

Imprisonment at Nagasaki
When the time granted the deputies break the ll of their

charges had elapsed, and the victims' OTC WeIC healed ell enough
tor the return trıp Nagasaki, they were taken the horrible
Cruzmachi prıson of that cıty E (In the road another attempt W as

made to break the resistance of the lıttle On the slopes of
Mt Unzen there were mMany health esorts. Ihe ouards made them
rest ıIn public bath and brought ın of ewd en

emp them with ıimpure acdvances. Ihe martyrs closed their CVCS
and held their hands agaınst their ears ın order not gıve wa
the temptatıon 3

On January 5Y 1632 they arrıved at Nagasakı. Ihe ouards
ported to Takenaka. One of them told the Bugyo, full of
admiration at the Constancy of the Fathers. ave not noticed
word moOovement which would ınsınuate that they would aban-
don the ftaıth could not bend them even by ON degree owards

VIECW ), Takenaka fell ınto rage sınce he had lost face He
had made bet with the Portuguese ambassador, Simon Vaz de
Paiva 68) He hald told him, Ambassador, this tıme the Fathers

Ol) SICARDO, cıt 257, 2:; (CLAVER, cıt C(OICHOA, cıt

'5) Through the devotion and generosıty of Father Clary Villeneuve,
ın whose parish the Unzen 18 ocated, marble 1 O0OSsS and mon ument dedicated

the sufftferers at Unzen, inscribe: with the of the martyrs, including
Father Gutierrez, w as dedicated by Archbishop Yamaguchi of Nagasaki ın
November 1961 I homas PURCELL, Father I homas of Omura ‘ Reprint
of The Japan Missionary Bulletin (Tokyo June |962)

‘l) his wAäas the notor10us Cruzmachi pr1son of Nagasaki opposed the
Mandokoro ın the Bugyo's house where they had been kept betore their transter

Omura. For description of this jail ın the days of Blessed Bartolome sSe'|

MARTINEZ, M., Compendio Historico de la Apostolica Provincia de San
Gregorio de Philipinas, de Religiosos escalzos de San Francisco (Madrid

169 ff. : Iso AIA XIV (1920)
l1) SICARDO, cıt 258
” On the friendship of Vaz de Paiva with Takenaka an his embassy ae  ®

BOXER, Great Ship 124
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111 apostatize and deny their faıth ın Christ, for shall orment
them with the greatest punishments anyone has cecmnı until NO ‚#

The Ambassador had replied, [£ they apostatıze the faıth of Christ
ll weaken. But bet head that they ll not )) a For thiıs
Teason Takenaka had gıven orders to the torturers use al ean
at their disposal LO break the resistance of their victıms by PIO-
longing the rmen(ts, short, however, of taking their lives. Now he
had lost his bet 10)

The Augustinians, severely tried, remaıined ın prıson from the
early part of January until September the day of their iımmolation.
They suftered indescribable paın. TIhe Inconvenijence of the prison
was augmented by their pitiful physical condition, the ack of PTroDper
clothing, the humidity, and ack of sanıtatıon. Tl)€ll' spirıt, how.
GVeT, remaıned free and they continued their ıfe of DTrayvyer an
praised God always.

During thiıs r1gOrous imprisonment Father Bartolome had the
comfort of being visıted by Father Ihomas of St Augustine Jihioye,

natıve of Japan. He had COME his ome cCountry assıst,
rather, to replace the imprisoned Augustinian miıss]ıonarlıes. Although
the priests were strictly orbidden SC  d) vısıtors, 1n orcer prevent
them from making contact with the Christians, Father Ihomas SUC-

ceeded by bold and clever stratagem toO get ınto the
of Father Bartolome. He disguised himself stablegroom an
found employment ıth Takenaka In his disguise he could COINEC
and without SUSp1C10nN, and managed LO SC  %' Father CGutigrrez
not only OoNnCcCce but very often ancl discuss the affairs of the
Augustinian m1ss]ı0ons ıIn Japan with h1m He W as also able to Casec

the hard Imprisonment, for he shared with his Vicar Provincial the
tood he earned by hauling green barley ftor the Governor’'s horses 71)

The Crown

After Takenaka had returned to Nagasaki from his obligatory
viısıt 1{9 the Shogun’s Court, he set out conclude the Case of OUr

ß’) CHOA, cıt. 428
70) [t INa Y very wei be that having boasted Iso the Shogun’s COUTFT'! hat

the Oorture 1ın the hot springs would break his victims, Takenaka had lost tace
there well. This, least, 18 the opınıon of (ICHOA, cıt 450

1l) SICARDO, cıt 262,
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missionarIles. He sentenced Beatrice de Acosta and her daughter
exile. hey left. for Macao, where they became religious ın the

convent of St Clare while Japanese priest, Jerome of the Cross
Torres, äa Francıscan of the Ihird Order Regular, joined the athers.

On Wednesday, September JTakenaka had S1X columns 13)
taken the place of martyrdom, and he ordered arca a1d Out

ın thıs wWaYy TIhe hirewood wWas placed about ın cıircle ın which
the SIX colums weIr«ec be erected ın on line, spaced ten a
apar Upon the firewood were tOo placed bundles of CCn twıgs.

bundle of the amme w as also be arranged upOon each column.
his W as one tO Orment the victhıms with their Sm0k€ .

On September MESSCHgCTI conveyed to the prısoners the
sentence of death to be executed the following day Ihe Bugyo
made last attempt infÄuence the prlests and the brother by
telling them that the place wWwWäas already prepared where they would
be burned unless they changed their mind. At the amne tiıme ),

they Sa Vvy ıIn the letter signed by all after the death sentence,
WEeEIC old that ıf would the faıth, would be set
free and receıve grea reward. We answered unanımously that,
whenever ıt would please God take OUur lite, would fter Him
thıs ıte gladly, and added that desired with all OUur heart

sacrıfıce OUrTr ıte Out of love for Hlm tor His law and tor the
Gospel )) After having made this decision they prepared ftor
death, spending their remaınıng hours ın prayer an encouragıng
each other.

Friday, September 1632 at | o clock ıIn the mornıng 75) the
martyrs were taken trom the prıson, and werc made sıt ıIn
closed litter not be eecn by the Christians. Behind them
walked policeman with long stick which banner
Was fastened with the sentence of death and the TE asSoNSs why ıt
had een pronounced they had preached the Gospel of Christ ın
Japan agaınst the emperor s edict, and had refused deny their
Christian faith I hrough small openıng of the litter Father icente

12) For short biographical sketch onsult UYTTENBROECK, cıt 123
1l) Six, namely tor the three Augustinıjans, the Jesuit Ishida the Franciıscan

Brother Gabriel, and the Francican Tertiary Father Jerome of the Cross 1lorres.
MONSTERLEET, cıt 119 calls the latter Jean Jo On the [WO Francıscans
UYTTENBROECK, cıt 119

7‘.) SICARDO, cıt 261
15) SICARDO, cıt. 263, SAN Acus'fiu‚ ıt. 228,
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could SC  4 few Portuguese. He raised his voıce and cried with
all hıs strength, Long live the faıth of Christ )) When nobody
answered he sald, Is there ON toO 1SsSwWer hen the
martyrs began tOo SINg, Laudate Dominum Ne. gentes, until they
reached the place of executıon.

They eft their ıtters and entered the circle built with fire-
wood. There they embraced each other and saı Hasta el cielo
ıll meet ıIn heaven ). They prayed for mMmOMent and each
took his place NCarTr the column assıgned him hen they turned
owards the assembled people and exhorted them to remaın strong
ıIn the faıth Next they kissed and embraced their columns. The
executjioners stepped orward and tied each O! with thın string

that ıt would be CasVYy tor the martyrs free themselves, ıf they
wished. After all preliminaries were OVEerT, fıre wWwWas applied

the wood When ıt began to urn they broke Out ınto repeated
shouts, Long live the ftaıth of Christ At these words Father
icente liıtted small crucıfıx which he carrıed about his eck

Father Bartolome wäas the Airst LO feel the effect of the fire
He walked twıce about hiıs column, and seeıng that all wWeIC In
their places, turned owards ıt and embraced ıt sudden wind
fanned the flames, which rısıng quickly caught the bundles of 4010
twıgs. Smoke enveloped the “ene.: and ıIn very short tiıme the
fire had consumed ıts victıms 76) After ıt had died OUut the guards
prevented the Christians from approaching the place of martyrdom
to get relics. They had the bodies completely burned and the
ashes thrown ınto the C6all.

At the tiıme of his death Bartolome (Ciutierrez W as fifty-two
ca old TIhe experlıence of three years' ımprisonment had not
een able break hıs spiırıt ; the long persecutıon had not een
able tOo discourage him He died uni:ted ıIn faıth and martyrdom
wiıth his discalced brethren beyond the trifling arguments which
at tımes had divided them He had worked longer ıIn Japan than
an of his fellow Augustinians, and has the distinction of being
the rst American-born Augustinian raısed to the honor of the
altars.

Arnulf HARTMANN,
(To be continued)

16) SICARDO, cıt 2 eports hat thus the special malice of Takenaka
was thwarted.


