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F.GIDIO VITERBO, Scechina Libellus de litteris sanclıs, ed Francoıs
Secret (E,dizione Nazionale del Classicı del Pensiero Italiano,
Serie | | 1) KRoma, Centro Internazionale dı Studi
Umanistic], Universitä dı Roma, 1959 V01 in-8 239 34()
1re

:EO wrıte comprehensive biography of E.g1idio da Viterbo
1532 111 be ftormıdabile task. He W as LO emiınent degree Ve)J)-

satıle representatıve of that latter period of the taliıan Renaissance
which 15 breath-taking In ıts display of the flights of human endea-
VOUIL, and hıs bıographer 111 eed O apprecıate, though NnOL eECcCES-

sarıly to master, Al those branches of learnıng ıIn which E.gidio C XCI -
cısed hlS talents. He W as at OoONCe theologian and philosopher,
celebrated preacher, poet ın talian vernacular, historian, orlen-
talıst, biblical scholar, papal diplomat, reformer of the Augustinian
order, and cardınal resiıdent at Rome during crucı1a|l period of
church hıstory. Nowadays, ın the realm of scholarship the UuOMO
universale of the Renaissance has een supplanted by the speclalıst.
Consequently, the OIl practicable method of preparıng the ground-
work tor satısfactory bıography of E.g1idio would be arrangement
whereby number of specılalists In different hields would deal SCDA-
rately with hıs relig10us, intellectual, and political actıvıtles. The task
ll then remaın tor ambitious bıographer LO CaVe the findings
of the speclalısts into AaCCuratie and harmonious pattern

As result of research by varıous eXperts ( V the past thirty
ca ıt would NO be possible LO attempt adequate SUTVEYV of his
ıfe an achievements. Iwo aspecCcts of hıs intellectual actıvıty ave
until quıte recently remaıned closed terrıtories. These COINCETN Egi
d10 orlentalist and biblical scholar, and they involve ın particular
hıs study of the cabbala, that COTDUS of Jewish esoterıc doctrines
and mystıc interpretations of the sacred wrıtings of the Chosen
People. raıned EeXDpeEeIL In thıs field, Francois Secret, has OVCI the
pDastl few ca engaged ın research Egidio cabbalist. Se-
cCret 15 product of the ECO]C des Hautes Etudes aTt Paris, where he
had the good ortune to study under AÄAndr.  e Chastel and Georges
Vajda he 15 NO attached LO the Centre Natıional de la Recherche
Scientihque. He has published ost of artıcles varıous aspecCc(ts
of the christian cabbalists of the Renaissance, and hıs specıfıc iınte-
rest ın E.gidio rst became evıdent ın monograph, Le /  79}  A  har chez
les Rabbalistes chretiens de la Renaissance (Paris 1958 Hıis Le
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symbolisme de la kabbale chretienne ans la Scechina Lg1dio
da Viterbo Archivio di Filosofia 958 W as substantial augury
of the edition which has 1910} appeared z  ®] volumes of z ot
Egidio cabbalistic works, Scechina and Libellus de litteris sanclıs

The !.ibellus (now Vat lat 5808 Wä  N completed 13 an-«d
W as dedicated LO Cardinal Giulio del Medici later Pope Clement V]]
Scechina (now Pariıs, Bibl Nat lat 3363 Wa  N composed about
1530 at the request of Clement {t IMNa LO OINe to
{ind that late 1 530) the cabbala wW as still attractıng favourable
papal despite the condemnatıon of Reuchlin Augenspiege!
by Leo 1520

The !_ ibellus gracetul little work of fiıfty tolios which Wa  N
CSIV: introduction to the study of the cabbala TIhe dedi-

catıon typical Renaissance HAourish and bOW which Egidio
fters LO the remarkabile evıval of the arts and etters which had
taken place the return of the LO Rome from Avignon
Compliments limpid per10d latın LL pald the Clel Medicı famıly
an LO the ope Leo particular tor the eNCOUragementT
he had ven LO the study of the scrıptures and orjiental Janguages
Kg1dio then DAaASsSCS wiıth hardly CONSCIOUS au ınto the body of
the LEexT beginning with the hebrew letter Aleph an CONtLINUES
with measured COMMEeNTtT each letter of the alphabet unt;| he
reaches Tau Fgidio s knowledge of the Old and New
[ estaments of Plato and Vergil shows itself frequent references
and allusions. Secret remarks that the Libellus of that class
of litterature the hebrew alphabet LO which St Jerome an Euse-
1US made sımiılar contributions.

Scechina ı TINOTIEe ambıitious work +han the Libellus Although
E.gidio declares that he undertook the work only because of
c command of the POPDE there doubt that he W as U1CK
LO 617e O  ortunıty of expoundıng subject which lay close
to his heart In the cabbalist scheme of theosophy God made h1ı
eXistenCe an 11 known through the medium of ten Sephiroth

intelligences of which Scechina WäÜ  N the tenth and represented the
18898107 8! of all the Senphiroth L,g1dio usecs thıs ag explaıin that
christianity wWas then Passıng through the tenth cycle, that of the
Scechina, which the church Wa threatened with grea dangers
ut'1ı which also Ne Cyrus had 71ISCH,; the Fimperor Charles
who would act detender of the catholic faıth particularly agaınstı
the urk Lgidio dıplomatically did NOL dwell the fact that the
arın Y of thıs He Cyrus had een responsıible fOI' the disastrous
Sack of Rome 577 However Scechina not disguised poli-
tical TaAaC Like IMNan y of F.g1idio WOI'kS ıT primarily exegetica}

discourse symbolic theology, the HH of revelation
and sacred ScCrıptiure It LTOO early vet Secret remarks O
DTONOUNC the value of Egidio cabbalist WOI'kS‚ but OIl has
only LO olance through Scechina LO observe how effortlessly he Ca  —
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ru through the whole of cabbalist literature and interpret ıt
in christian INanNnnNer predominant eature of this work, of S

maln y INOIEC of Fgidio s composıtions, 1S that 1T 15 mosaıc of scr1ıptu-
ral quotatıions and allusions. In addition there 15 throughout Scechina

sSirong Current of neo-platonic ideas, with INanYy references LO Plato
Proclus, Simplicius and Jamblichus ; inevıtably Egidio illustrates
ftrom classıical authors, princıpally trom Homer an Vergil. Nor 15
he without COoONtemporary references, including severa| Cuba and
Hıspanıiola ın the New World It 15 noticeable -that he makes
COMMENT Luther.

ÖOne CAannot but hıghly commend Secret tor producing
thorough scholarly work |t 15 only when representatıve number
of Egidio’'s works ave een published ın sımilar critical editions
that shall be able LO sSScCS5S hıs importance. Secret s edition 15
crowned by ser1es of excellent indexes indexes of biıblical cıta-
t10NsS, of Egidio s corrections LO the Vulgate, of hebrew words, of
hebrew authors, and of ProPDeEer there 15 also general iındex.

specıal trıbute should be paıd LO Professors Enrico Castelli
and Giovannı Cal the editors of the ser1es 1n which these L[W.
volumes apPpCar Their PUTrDOSE make avaılable the complete

of significant works by number of talıan authors Q1ves
admıirable opportunity LO jJudge the evıdence ıts OW. meriıts. 14
would be ungracl1ous LO conclude without mentionıng the attractıve
ftormat and printing of the z volumes.

MARTIN.

John Bagnell BURY, History 0} the Later Roman Empire from the
Death of I heodosius to the Death of /ustinian. New Y ork,
Dover Publications Inc., 1958 vol XXV-4/] et XS
Y1X

Sous COUVErLure plastıfıee et cartonnee, les F.ditions Dover de
New ork presentent, euxX parties, Ia reedition integrale de
! Hıstoire du Bas-Eimpire Romaıin de Bury, d’apres l’original Daru e
1923 La premiere de 205 518 Ia seconde est consacree au

regnes de Justin elt de Justinien jusqu ä Ia MoOrTrT de dernier, le
] novembre 565

Dans le premıer tome, ‚ auteur, apres un cCourte preface, COIMN-

Darl donner les tables genealogiques de la Maison de h6o-
OoOSse le Grand de la Maison de Le&on de la Famlılle d’Anastase
el de heodoric | Ostrogoth. Vient ensuıte ]a liste des eveques de
Rome, des Patriarches de Constantinople, Alexandrie et ntioche
aınsı qUuU«E celle des eveques et Patriarches de Jerusalem. En treize
chapitres tres denses, 11 110 US parle SUCCEeSSIVvement de la constıtutlion
de la monarchie de la machiıne admınıistrative de Constantinople -
des Barbares au. confins de ’ Empire de la suprematıe de Stilicon
des invasıons german1ıques OUS Honorius de Iheöodose et Mar-


