
Father Nicholas Melo
an

Brother Nicholas of St AÄugustine,
Martyrs,

No INa ever ollows hıs OWI1 road LO martyrdom. The road
15 od’s alone‚ an sometımes His Providence auses ıt LO

deviously that OUTr human judgment 15 utterly bewildered. No better
example Ca be gıven t+han the strange road that led Father Nicholas
elo Portuguese hidalgo, an Brother Nicholas of St Augustine,
the rst Japanese make profession In OUTr Order LO death fOI‘
Christ In the heart of imperla|l Kussıa.

Ihe early ca of the th CENTLUrY Aare known In Kussıan
hıstory the I ime of Troubles )) TIhe disorders WeTlIe caused by
the lamentable aPPCaTallle of z  ®] pretenders LO the throne wh
en > known under the Name of Pseudo-Demetrius E In the OuUuIse

of these disturbances the Poles OVEeITall Kussıa, better Vluscovy,
the rapıdly expandıng orand dukedom of Moscow, without being
able LO ONg themselves Ol the PUrpDOoSeC of theır interventıon.
By combinatıon of malıy cırcumstances, 1ın themselves INS1IgN1-
ficant, the z  @] Augustinıjans became ınvolved ıIn the conflict and
achieved martyrdom.

Sources

TIhe importance of Father elo and the ımpact he had upon
hıs time K be measured from the abundant SOUTICE material
hım Ihe SLO of hıs hero1ic martyrdom has een wrıtten OVeEeI an
(3V GT agaın. Yet ıt W as deemed usetul LO undertake the present
study because OINe manuscr1ıpt materıal has only recently become
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avaılable. and the Einglish SOUTICES, OINeEe of them prımary, ave
evVv: een sed by the wriıters of the (Order hus ıt ll be PDOS-
sıble LO COrrect and delimit better O dates 1ın Father Melo’s
blography.

iıthout doubt the princıpal SOUITCEC, LO which all other wrıters
make reference 4 15 the letter which the Discalced Carmelite, Father
John ]I haddeus of St Eliseus, sent LO Archbishop Alexius de
eneses, the death and martyrdom of Father elo an
Brother Nicholas of St Augustine Father John TIhaddeus shared
the last ca of Father Melo S ıfe and 15 thus immediate wıtness
of the ca the Augustinian 1ın Russia. He has his information
directly from the martyr. his ımportant document 15 extant ıIn z  ®]

copıles. One 15 transcrıpt of the Portuguese origınal ın the Archives
of the Propagation of the Faith In Rome C The other, oNng the
DapeIrs eft by Father Diego de Guevara, 15 OIllC-

what free Spanısh translation wiıth sundry Oomı1ss1ons. Father San
t1ago ela suggests that thıs translation W as mMoOost probably made
by Father Melchior of the Angels, wh had spe OIMNE

ca ıIn Persia. |f thıs 15 COrrect mMa surmı1ıse that the TIrans-

lation Wa  N made for Father’'s Melchior’'s personal|l use while writing
hıs story the martyrdom of Father elo his would also explain
the veir+;. CUTrSOTV rendering of OINe BCS, the on Don
Juan de Persıla. which the translator did NnOoTt think veLrLYy NECECSSaTr
tor the DUTrDOSC he had ın mind.

Next 1ın importance 15 the full-length blography of Father An-
ton10 de Gouvea, z He had personally known both

rtch Congr. Propag., Lettere antiche, vol 189, fo BFT former
numeratıon 1847-185”) Appendix

grea debt of gratitude 1S due to the Very Rev Schraml,
Subsecretary of the Order, who obtained and hecked repeatedly the manuscrıpts
trom Roman archives and libraries, and LO the Rev asl1ano Garcı1a,
of the College of tra Sra de Buen ConsejJo ın Madrid, who provided 1 the
manuscrI1pts trom Spanish archives. Both brethren ave shown continual courtesy
and patıence ıth INManYy iInquırlıes.

769 Bibliotheca Nacional, Madrid fo 131 App
9) SANTIAGO VELA, Ensayo de unı Biblioteca Ibero-Americana

de la Orden de San Agustin (Madrid 1913 ff.) 88| 270 (This work 11 hencetorth
always be quoted BIA

*) NTONIO GOUVEA, ' G lorioso T’'riunfo de tres martıres espanoles
de la Orden de San Agustin, ur Castellano hijo de Madrid (Madrid 1623
BIA 88| 270 has this Gouvea’s narratıve : La presente ob#ita de gIan
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martyrs, and 1ad receıved etters from Father elo while the latter
W as ın Astrakhan, above al} exact report the imprisonment

Solovetski and the death of Brother Nıicholas An English
translatiıon of Chapter 88| of CGouvea’'s work, dealing wiıth Father
Melo S Journey into Kussı]la, Wa  N published by LLaurence Lockhart °)

gx0o0od description an evaluatiıon of thıs biography 15 contaıned
In SDantiago Vela's Ensayo 4

TIhe earlier sketch by Fernando BCCCI‘I'6.‚ A 9 could not
be made avaılable. It W as based UDOIN the letter of Father John
TIThaddeus LO Archbishop eneses and the ePOTS the martyrs M
deaths which had COINE LO Manıila 5}

TIhe z princıpal SOUTCESS al supplemented by several etters
of Father Melo s One of them, wriıtten trom Gllal'l 1n Persia
NMlay 1599 and addressed LO the General of the Order 15 COIN-

taıned In the Biıbliotheca Angelica INn Rome ?) It 15 of specılal
interest, ıt certaınly 15 the orıgmal CODV |+ 15 wrıtten In Italian,
but siıgned ın difterent handwriting In Spanish. CODPyIlst would
hardly ave employed another PEISON tor the sıgnature. Besides,
the letter shows al the orıgınal CICAasSCcs and stitchmarks through
which the thread fOI' sealing the letter had een passed. Doubtlessiy,

valor histörico informativo sobre los venerables martires debe prestärsela toda
la atencıon » GOUVEA, cıt always refers LO hiıs work).

BIA 376
”) LOCKHART., ylorioso triunto de Lres martıres espanoles , Journal of

e Royal Central Asıan Society | 1931) 570
BIA 8! 268

A BECERRA, ' Relacion de el Martirio de el Hernando de
Joseph, Japon, del Nicolas Melo Moscovia, de la Orden de

nuestro Agustin (Bacolor 1618 Carlos Alonso, AG. quotes thıs work
In footnotes and 19 of hıs Vrr reCENT article (( Nicoläs de Melo AL
Limbajador Martir ' m Missionalia Hispanica (Madrid 1958 219 However.
he does not oy1ve either ftolio PDage

?) A2-19 bound together ıth CHIRINO, Dictionarium Sino-
Hispanicum. Appendix hiıs letter arrıved at Venice November 1599 [t
W as carrıed by Michael Angelo Corraı of Aleppo. ROSS, er Anthony
Sherley and ]'US ersian adventure (London 1933 25 has the examınatıon of
Corraı at Venice. {t 1S Al interesting report sending etters before postal servıice
wWwWas established 1 hrough Turkey C'orraı carrıed his mal hıdden between the
stock ancl barrel o hlS arquebus. Ihe uke of Mantua reported the arrıval
of this letter LO the Spanish am bassador at Rome and the latter to the King of
Spain (Letter of Sessa Vaena LO King of Spain, Archivo Historico Hispano-Agusti-
nıano 1/ 154 | Ihis TevIEW 111 hencetorth be quoted AHHA
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therefore. ave ere Father Melo s OW handwriting and the
sıgnature ShOWS hıs OW. spelling of hıs Namme TIhe latter poımint 15
of ımportance because the Name has een handed OoOWnNn both
elo and Mello

I he rest of Father Melo’'s etters., preserved ın the AÄArchives
of Simancas and published ın the Archivo Agustiniano Al

addressed (9) the King of Spaın, LO Cristobal de Mora, and LO the
Spanıiısh ambassador at Rome. T hese three etters, and few
LU X all wrıtten before Father Melo’'s departure from Persıa,
describe the DUrDOSEC of hıs mıss1ıon 1ın the Persian embassy LO

EL.urope.
After these etters had een received ın Rome the uke of

Sessa Vaena, the Catholic Kıing's ambassador. wished LO obtain
intormatıon Father Melo’'s character and qualifications. Father
Vlarquez, A E} wh had worked wiıth Father elo INOIEC than
ten ©a ıIn the Philippine slands and Just then happened LO be
In Rome reported favorably hıs conduct. The uke of Sessa
Vaena sent SUMMAar Y of thıs report with letter of hıs OW. LO

Kıng Philip { 11 These documents ar  €) included oNng the etters of
Father elo

Besides these SOUTICES there AT g0o0od IMa y shorter biogra-
phical sketches Father 610 1'3)’ OoINe of which ave contused

10) HHA 1/ 150
ll) The letter of the ambassador Sessa Vaena LO the Kıng, AHHA B7 1922)

| 94 F mentıons Iso etters Father Melo DaVC LO Corraı addressed LO on Alvaro
de ortona, Juan de Ibarra, the Procurator General of the Order and maybe
Iso TO the Pope (no aa e] Papa). I he letter LO the Procurator General 1s
Iso mentioned In Father Marquez’ letter to Sessa Vaena AHHA 1/ 1922) 156

12) For biographical notes Father Marquez SEC| BIA 731
]3) (JASPAR SAN AÄGUSTIN, Conquistas de las Islas Philipinas

(Madrıd 1698 537 (In BIA 2344 Santiago Vela discusses the CONTLroOVvVersy
whether San Agustin copied Becerra's work (supra ote 8) ad nedem itterae.
his ha: been the opınıon of (CASTRO, . Osario Venerable,
Inew ed Merino, B Madrid 132) HERRERA, A Alpha-
betum Augustinianum (Madrıd 1644 has twoOo separate sketches: Nicholas of
St Augustin 179 and Melo 180 ÖOSSINGER, Bibliotheca Augus-
ınıana (Ingolstadt 1768 579 GARCIA, ronica de la rovincıa
A gustiniana del Santisiımo Nombre de Jesus de Mexico (Madrıd 1918 138

PEREZ, Catalogo Bio-bibliografico de los Religiosos Agustinos de la
Provincia del Santisimo Nombre de Jesus de las ISIGS Filipinas Manila
Z MAIGRETIUS, A Martyrographia Augustiniana Munich 1628 187

(CRUSENIUS, Monasticon Augustinianum (Valladolid 1890 166 LANTERI,
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the [WO Nicholases and thus mısınterpreted the chronology 14)
Tom oNng them Father Grijalva’'s reDort 1ın hıs chronicle of
Mexico deserves LO be emphasıized 1t contaıns OINe details
concernıng Father Melo’'s ca ın Mexico, which aTie not ftound
elsewhere.

W orthy of special mention AT  ' tWO bıographical sketches
Brother Nicholas of St Augustine. hey wWeI«e wriıtten by the IW
Jesuit mı1sslonarles ul1s Piınheiro P9) and Nicholas ] rigault } T hese
authors wroftfe at time when martyrs of Japanese descent wWeTlie

NOL yetl LOO COININONMN hey extol In the PEerson of the Augustinian
Lay Brother the quality of Christians Japan 15 able produce »
Brother Nicholas INa ave een polnted out example to
OoOme of hıs suftering compatrıots and mMa ave een Insplıra-
tiıon to them In their OUr of trial. TIhe report o# Pinheiro 15 CSP
clally valuable ıt 15 based the reports of Father John I haddeus
and the NO ost relation of Father elo the iImprisonment and
death of Brother Nicholas 19)

TWO manuscrıpts, found ın the Archives of Simancas, hold

AL Postrema Saecula SCX Religionis Augustinianae (1 olentino 1859 346
BARBOSA MACHADO, Bibliotheca Lusitana Lisbon TE {11 495 V ASCON-

CELLOS, Anacephalaeoses, id esl, capıta actorum | usitaniae
(Antwerp 1621 493

7} CRUSENIUS, loc CH.. and SAINCT-MARTIN, Histoire de la DIE du
glorieux Pere 5St Augustin... el de Hlusieurs Saincts et saınctes de S50 Ordre
des Ermites (1 oulouse 1A7

15) RIJALVA, A., ronica de la Orden de Augustin
las Provincias de la Nueva Eispana desde el ano de 1553 hasta el de 1592 (Reprinted
Mexico 1926 602

Ib) PINHEIRO, Relacion del 5UCC5S5S0O qu«c LUVDO nuesitra santa fe IOS
FCYyNOS de: Japon Madrid 1617 446

] RIGAULT, De ( hristianis apud Japonios T riumphis Munich 1623
288

18) P’INHEIRO, cıt 446 « avla particular razon de consuelo, UU«C 4C

vliesse JU«C Ia graclia dıviına, SOIO poderosa (3 los Japones estando SU:

tıerras, donde vısta de S} parıentes, conoscidos INUEeIEN CO anta constancıa
DOI Christo.

A I!bid 477 odo lo JU«C aqgul dixere Ss1ı de un OINnO de otro,
SUPDO DOTI INUYy clıertas informacıones, UE IOS Padres de la agrada Religion de

Agustin, C] INUY exacta diligencia hiziıeron, particularmete, pPOI cartas UU
e] m1ısmo Padre Fray Nicolas eSCNVIO, refiriendo SUÜ: traba)Jos, e| martırıo del
mısmo Japön, tambien de ira de] br Juan Tadeo de San Eliseo... de las
quales SACO CS iidelidad toäo lo qu«c rehere )ı,
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quaiınt place ın the lıterature Father elo hey AI etters
wrıtten by Father Francisco d Acosta LO Pope Clement I88| 9)
I he coples extant ıIn Simancas WGI® apparently prepared In Rome
for the Court of Spain; his AaCcCounts for OINC typical talıian ITOIS

1ın spelling : che, OI'C]CI'I, one eic The hirst OIl describes the
bassy the Shah of Persia had sent LO the ope TIhe second OCU-
mentT, detailed report Father elo promised In the Arst letter.
contaıns number of moral charges which shall consıder 1ın
their ProPDEeCI place. TIhe ımportance attached LO these cCOommMmMun11-
catıons ıIn Rome Ca be surmısed from the fact talıan resume
Wa  N prepared of both etters which today is avaılable 1ın the Secret
Archives of the atıcan 3 VWhile the orıgınals aTie undated, the
tahlian transcrıpt shows the ate AÄugust 1600 4}

In connection with Father da Costa's etters must mentıon

20) Archivo Ceneral de Sıimancas, 1630 (® 36) fto 69-70 Appendix [[1
[)Acosta (also de Costa and [ Ja Costa) W äa Goa-born ex-Jesult. c$ GOUVEA,
' Histoire des grands Progres de I’Eglise Catholique Orient ‘ (ın SAINCT-
ARTIN, cıt.) 146 Frangcois de la Coste, quı avoıt ste autrefoiıs Jesuite »

Also (3OUVEA, Relation des Grandes uerres et V ictoires obtenues par le
Roy de Perse Cha Abbas (Rouen 1640 145 ((( Fın temps le Francois de Costa
orıgınalre de Goa estoy Rome, lequel avoıt ste Oufire fois de la Compagnıe et

avoıt ste rejete depuis quelques annees » .

*F} Sımancas 1630 36) fo 1s contained ın Arch Vatic., Fondo
Borghese, er IL vol fo 58-159 Informatione di Francesco di Costa, Sacer-
dote Portughese, Venuto dall’ India, alla Santıtä i Nro Sıgnore ıntorno al Ambas-
clata de Persiano.

Siıimancas 1630 IC 306) fo 15 ıIn Arch Vatic., Fondo Borghese,
OLa M vol fo 160 and 167 Intftormatione di Francesco da Costa, Sacerdote
Portughese, venuto dall’ India, alla Santıta C: Nostro S1gnore ıntorno Cli Fra
Nicolö, Agostinlilano. AÄAftfter this article W as already ın the printer s hands much
191> light Wäa: thrown the orıgın of these manuscrı1pts by ÄLONSO, 7 O
‘ Clemente VIN la fundacıön de las m1ıs1ı0ones catolicas en Persia ” La Ciudad
de Dios 171 (Escorial 1958 196 Father Alonso tound the diary of Cardinal San-
tor10, the head of the cardinalıitial commıssıon de Hropaganda fıde under Pope
Clement VIIL, ın the Archives of the Propaganda, Misc CO vol 17 fol
From ıt glean the following : On August 4, 600 Cardinal Santorio received
through Cardmal Aldobrandini the z Portuguese originals of [ Ja Costa After
Santorı1o0 had read them he found them LOO obscure, and asked [)a Costa LO DIEe-

PaIc the talian resume INOTIE clearly and distinctly that the other Cardinals
of the commıssıon could understand hat they contaın. AÄLONSO, loc CiE.:. 206

22) oth MSS mentioned ın ote 21) AL& signed ın difterent hand (( Accep1
die 188 Augusti MDC., mıssam ab Ilmo el Revmo. IIno ard Aldobrandino
AÄLONSO, loc cıt 206 explains that this must be the hand of Cardinal Santorio.
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undated manuscrı1pt of the Fondo Borghese In the atiıcan Ar-
chives. |t 15 the interrogation of Alfonso Cordero, Franciscan lay
brother, who traveled In Father Melo’s COMPAaNY from Coa LO
Moscow It consısts of ten questions apparently drawn fOI'
the Brother’s examıner by the interested authorities, and the
Brother’s anıswers LO these questlons. Its ımport for the bio
oraphy of Father elo 15 the refutation of OIn of the princıpal
charges made agaınst the martyr s character by Francisco da Costa.

We Al extraordinarıily ell intormed Father Melo’s Journey
trom Persia iınto Russia. Several of hıs Companıons thıs trıp ave
eft their reports. The outstandıng an MOST detailed {9)  g them
15 Don Juan de Persia s work Relaciones %) It wWwWas published 1604
at Valladolid An English version Wa made avaılable by Guy le
Strange [)Don Juan Was OIl of the prıvate secretarıes of the
Persian ambassador Husejn Ali; Beg His Persian NnName wWas Urudsch
and he assumed the Name of Don Juan after hıs conversıon LO the
Church. ıs narratıve wAäas dictated ın Spanish trom notes he had
kept 1n Persian S Don Juan Cannot always be relied uUPDON and ın
several instances he 15 ın conflict with tacts established through
the avaılable prımary SOUTCES

Next ave number of epOrts from PEeTSOoNSs wh traveled
ın the COMIMPDanNYy of Sır Anthony Sherley, who had een appoıinted
ftellow ambassador of the Shah wiıth Husejn Al:; Beg Of Sherley
hımself ave LW  ®] etters. OI'IC 15 K be tound [0)  g the etters
of Father elo ın the Archives of Simancas TIhe other letter
wrıtten LO Anthony Bacon February | 1600 15 contaıned 1n the
Public Record fhce Calendar of State Papers, KRussıia I‘ 23

28) Arch Vat Fondo Borghese IL, |24 D. fo 3007- ınJıra ApPp VD
Father Carlos Alonso, AÄ.. Rome, brought 1'115 kındly LO attention.
hl$ Franciscan companıon of Melo 1S usually referre: to Padre Altonso »

l'llS Cannot be maıntaiıned. cıt Sa YyS plainly: ((( che Lego » Iso
Simancas 1630 fo (infra App 111) ( partıo (Melo) companhıa de

hum Padre AÄArmenio da orden de Gregorio vinha iuntamente HO! elle OUTLTO
frade leigo da orden de Francisco s Iso SHERLEY, HIS Relations (infra App V)
W ( In this tıme amIne ntio Portingal Frier, named Alphonso Cordero, of
the ÖOrder of the Franciscans Secular...

*) [ION JUAN PERSIA, Relaciones de Don Juan de Persia divididas tires
libros donde LIratlan las notables de Persia (Valladolid

STRANGE, Don Juan of Persia, Shi’ah Catholic London 1926
26) ROss, cıt Er Dra  XX111.

HHA 1/ 1922 150
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124 |t Was published by L, velyn Sherley ©) Anthony wrote urther
His Relations of his Travels nto Persia London 1613 In both these
documents Anthony attempts LO Justify his shameful behavior LO-
wards Father elo by vilıfying him

Not less biased ATr the eports of the members of Sherley’s
COMPAaNY the Journey, who eft theiır eports Extant AI the
memoDI1ırs of William DParry 2) George VManwaring 7 and of the
Frenchman bel Pıncon 2 KRecently Boies Penrose has combined
the three narratıves ınto OMn OTFrY, The Sherleian Odyssee, wiıthout,
however, checking the reliability of hıs statements Father elo
from other SOUTCES *7}

Besides ave 4023 1n the Harleian Library, Genealogica
Historia Domus Sherley, wrıtten by the third Sherley Brother, Sır
I homas Sherley of Battlebridge 1n 1632 We ave partıal Einglish
translation of thıs narratıve by Ma)y.-Gen. Briggs, short aCCount
of the Sherley Famıiıly ' ın ournal o} the Royal Astatic Society of
Great Britain and reland 1841) SOfF

To show that Father elo 15 still gıven attention also outsıde
the Augustinian Order ıt mna be ell LO mentıon ere sketch by
Paul Pierling article by Lieut.-Col. Sir Arnold WIISOII 34  —

%) SHERLEY, The Sherley Brothers, by 0241 of the Sarı e House (Chiswick
1848 Appendix

%} PARRY, ne and large discourse the ravels of Sır Anthony
Sherley, Knight, by Sea, and ver and tO the ersian Empire (ed KOSss, Cit.,
L ondon 1933 98-1

:m) MANWARING, true discourse of Sır Anthony Sherley’s Iravel iınto
Persia , Retrospectiv Review 1820 Ross, .. 79.2726

1 PINCON, Relation d’un vVOyYaALE de Perse faict es annees 1598 et 1599 jpar
gentilhomme de la suıte du Seigneur Scierley, Ambassadeur du Roy d’ ngle-

terre (Parıs 1651 English translation ın ROss, eit:: S78
3 PENROSE., T he herleian Odyssee, being record o} e travels and

adventures of Ihree famous brothers during +he reigns of Elizabeth, James I, and
Charles (1 aunton 1938 On Page öl, oftfe he wrıtes : ( the dissolute frlar, alter-
nately but wrongly called Don, Capuchin anc] Franciscan apPCars [O have been
Orn about 1545 First SeNtTt mı1ıss1oNary to Mexico and then the Philippines,
he Was Journeyıng home aCTOSS Persia hıs tıme, presumablı returnıng to recruıt
INOre workers D Yet ın the text LO which thıs VEeErY nolLe refers he stiafies that Melo
ha: claimed to be bishop ın Spaiın. Penrose should have CC that hıs SOUICE

of intormation W ä NOTLT reliable, ıt 1S hardly conceivable that bishop would be
sent m1ss1onNary LO Mexico and hen LO the Philippines.

.‘£J) PIERLING, La Russie et le Saint-Siege (Paris 1901 88| 235
Jl) W ILSON, Larly Spaniısh and Portuguese I ravellers ın DPersia ”

Asıatic Review 23 1927) 138
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and especially the well-documented account by Francısco Mendes
da |uz 1n hıs work the Councıil of India ze)

Early

At least hive L ortuguese cıtıes ave een called the biırthplace
of Father elo He W as MOSLE probably orn at Belmonte ) town

of Portugal, about the VCarl | 548 His father wWas Francısco An-
tunez an hıs mother had een Isabel Moran, both belonging to

the higher nobilıty of Portugal, We ave but SCAnt insıght ınto
hıs ıte before he entered the (Order Giouvea relates that he
abandoned higher studies and Gailte LO New Spain. We do NnOoL know
at what time thıs took place, but he mMUStT ave een verYy )

MENDES E Conselho da India (Lisbon 952 310
l (GGOUVEA, cıt ftol Fue Melo Cabral de los de Belmonte, Jugar

conocıdoa Portugal. En e| nacl1o nuestro ylor10so martır, AauUNQUEC T10O

el, S1NO la vılla de Cubillam, qUuU«€E mu CTE V ASCONCELLOS, CIE..
494126  A. Hartmann  and especially the well-documented account by Francisco Mendes  da Luz in his work on the Couneil of India *°).  Early years  At least five Portuguese cities have been called the birthplace  of Father Melo. He was most probably born at Belmonte *°), a town  of Portugal, about the year 1548 °’). His father was Francisco An-  tunez and his mother had been Isabel Moran, both belonging to  the higher nobility of Portugal, We have but a scant insight into  his life before he entered the Order. Gouvea relates that « he  abandoned higher studies and came to New Spain. We do not know  at what time this took place, but he must have been very young » *®).  %) F, P. MenDdEs DA Luz, O Conselho da India (Lisbon 1952) 310 ff.  36) GOUVEA, op. cit. fol. 4: Fue Melo y Cabral de los de Belmonte, lugar  conocido en Portugal. En el nacio nuestro glorioso martir, aunque no se crio en  el, sino en la villa de Cubillam, que es muy cercana. VASCONCELLOS, op. Cil.,  494 : ... Belmonte, onde sahiö ä luz do mundo. Belmonte is also given as Melo’s  birth place by BARBOSA MACHADO, op. cit. III 495, and by MANOEL DA AvE MARIA  [Ferreira], O. S. A., Manual Eremitico da Congregacäo da India Oriental dos  Eremitas de N. P. S. Agostinho (publ. by A. DA SıLvA REGco, Documentacäo para  a Historia das Missöes do Padroado Portugues do Oriente, India 11 [Lisbon 1955]  296). John Thaddeus, Ms cit., infra app. I, who apparently had his information  from Melo himself, has Covilham, the town in which, according to Gouvea, Melo  grew up. Gil Gonzalez Davila, the chronicler of Philip III, lets him be born at  Coimbra (Teatro de las Grandezas de Madrid corte de los Reyes Catolicos de  Espana [Madrid 1623] 57). MAIGRETIUS, op. cit. 179 has Lisbon. GRIJALVA, op. cit,  602, seconded by San AGUsTI\, op. cit. I 538 with the words: « whom I give  greater credit », says he was born at Corinchan. J. SıcarDo, O. S. A., Christiandad  del Japon (Madrid 1698) 40 b, and most recent authors make this opinion their  own (e. g. EBIA V 373; PEREZ, op. cit. 27; GARCIA, op. cit. 139; DE CASTRO,  op. cit. 246).  ») Without quoting their sources HERRERA, op. cit. II 181 gives 1548, and  MAIGRETIUS, op. cit. 179 records 1549 as the year of Melo’s birth, reckoning in all  probability from the year of his death which, according to all sources, occured  in the 66% year of his life. At any rate they are close to the facts as Father da  Costa: writes in his letter (1599. er 1600), MS cit. £ol. 70° injr@ app: HI: « Era de  nacäo hispanhol de sincoenta e tres, ou sincoenta e quatro afos de idade ». Accor-  ding to EBIA V 373 several authors state that during his novitate (1577-78) Melo  was already 30 years old. This would bring us to 1547 or 1548. Assuming 1614  or early 1615 as the year of Melo’s death and allowing that he died about 66 years  old, we have again 1548 or 1549 as his birth date.  38) GOUVEA, op. cit. fol. 4°. Also SAN AGUSTIN, op. cit. ] 538: «No se sabeBelmonte, nde sahıö Iuz do mundo. Belmonte 1s Iso gyıven Melo’s
birth place by BARBOSA MACHADO, cıt [11 495 and by MANOEL ÄVE MARIA

|Ferreira|], A., Manual Fremuitico da Congregacdo da India Oriental dOS
Eremitas de A gostinho (publ by SILVA REGO, Documentacäo para

Historia das Missöes do Padroado Portugues do Oriente, India |Lisbon
296) John I haddeus, Ms cıt., infra aD who apparently ha: hlS intormatıon
From Melo himself, has Covilham, the [LOWN ın which, according Gouvea, Melo
ZSrTEW e Gonzalez Davila, the chronicler of Philip . ets hım be born at

Coimbra (T eatro de las (GGrandezas de Madrid corte de los Reyes Catolicos de

Espana |Madrid 57) MAIGRETIUS., cıt 179 has Lisbon. (GGRIJALVA, cıt

602, seconde by SAN GUSTIN, cıt 538 ıth the words - « whom gıve
greater credit », Sa yS he W as born aft Corinchan. SICARDO, A, Christiandad
del Japon (Madrıd 1698 4A() b, and m Oost recent authors make this opınıon their
OW (e BIA 373 PEREZ, cıt 27 GARCIA, cıt |39 CCASTRO,

cıt 246)
ıthout quoting their SOUTICES ERRERA, cıt 181 y1ves 1248 and

MAIGRETIUS, cıt 179 records | 949 the yYcCar of Melo’s birth reckoning ın e
probability from the yCar of hlS death which, accordıng LO al SOUICCS, occured
ın the n VCar of hıs ıte At an y rate they AT CIOSC the tacts Father da
Costa wriıtes ın hlS letter 1599 OT 1600), cıt to / infra aD [{{ Fıra de
nacao hispanhol de siıncoenta tres, ıncoenta quatro anos de 1clacle Accor-
ding LO BIA 3/3 several authors state hat during hxs novıtate (  - Melo
W as already old hlS would bring LO |54/ 548 Assumiıng 1614

early 1615 the ycCcar of Melo’s death and allowing that he died about
O, have agaın 548 1549 hıs birth date

88) (GOUVEA, cıt fo Also SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 538 C No sabe
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hıs AaCcCcount 15 not worthy of much credit, tor he 15 known LO ave
served at the COUTFr of Kıng Sebastian of Portugal '39) Besides Father
Marquez had known hım at Seville INn the employ of merchant a
In 1577 he received the Augustinian habit at Puebla de los Angeles
and W as during hıs ycar of probation the miırror of the whole
CONVvVent e (In June 2 E} 15/8. the hirst definite ate 1n Father
Melo’s biography, he made hıs profession LO Father nton10 de
Mendoza, Prior of the venerable moNnastery a |t 185 interesting LO
ote that he signed the conventual regıster of the professed usıng
the maternal Nname of Moran } akhough for T6asSOoNSs unknown

he later chose LO be known elo In 1581 he Wa  N (( student

en que tiıempo las Indias, pero debiö de SCr INMUYy INOZO » , and
SICARDO, cıt 4() ( adonde Mexico) le |levaron SU.: padres de INU Y tıerna
edad . M

A Letters of Marquez AHHA 17 | 56 and of Melo LO Cristobal cde
Mora, bid 153

|n) HHA 17 156 F rom his detail AÄLONSO (Missionalia Hispanica
220) infers agalınst the unanımous tradıtion hat Melo could nOtL ave been

oft noble orıgın. In ADC when tortunes easily made and VCOCIl I1LLOTE easily
ost IMan y hidalgo died PDOOI INa INOTE ın the Portugal of Melo’s day
during the change o# the dynasties. It that Melo W as distinguished by his
loyalty LO the royal house of Portugal. @3 Anthony Sherley’s tatemen (Letter
to Anthony Bacon, Fe |1600, infra App se1ng hat he tound that W as

Englishman of NacCyOonNn freindly nto Don Anthonio the Prior oft Crato) of
which he w as (g 8 > member he desired not LO trouble an business begoune by

» Ihe changing tortune of Portugal INa Yy have spelt change ın the Circum-
sStances of the Melo famıily and perhaps have een the [E ASON tor Melo’s em1-
gration LO Mexico and the later change of hıs ainNne®

41) SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 538
I!bidem and GRIJALVA,;, cıt 602 CASTRO, cıt 246 Against these

weighty authors, on from the Province of which Melo W as member, and the
other LWO San Agustin and de Castro *rom the Philippines, (iouvea holds
hat Melo ntered the Order ın Spain, cıt fo ( de donde (Covilham ın
Portugal) passö Castilla, ella tomo e| habito de la Orden de
Agustin )», Still INOTE remarkable 1Ss Manoel da Ave Marıa, cıt 297, where he
quotes ON of his references F austino da (Gama Graca, who correctly has ıIn hlS
Brevilogio 198 that Melo W as SO of the exican Province, wh1]e Manoel
OHOWS the opınıon of CGiouvea.

-13) GRIJALVA, cıt 602, where he ISO TOVCS the iıdentity of the CISON
wh sed both by adducing Fr lLLorenco de l eon wıtness, who W as

tellow student o Melo’s and later his companıon ın the Philippines. Also
San Agustin heads his chapter Father Melo, cıt 537 DDe glorioso martyrıo
de Fr Nicholäs Morän, Melo
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of Crammar at the monastery of Aculma 11) Father Grijalva
aSsSsSures that during hıs student ca he helped ogladly with the
work ın the monastery kitchen D In 1582 already priest 9) he
went LO the Philippines member of the mı1ssıon led by Father
Juan de Valderrama “

In the miıss1ıon held he showed the talents of g0o0od mM1sS10Nary
an able super10or. He wWas profoundly relig10us and had pleasıng
manner *°) OIn arrıyıng ın the Philippines he studiıed the Bisaya
lJanguage assıduously that he ON W as able LO preach ın ıt with
grea eftect. He iilled the ofhce of Prior ın Aclan and Antique +7)
In both m1ısSsS10ON statıons he demonstrated hıs ability super10r

thoroughly +hat he Wa  N transftferred by the Provincial LO the VIC1-
nıty of Manila, where he could devote OINeE of hıs energles LO aSSs1ls-
ting ın the admınıstration of the Province. His work ere Wa  CN with
the JT agalas, ın whose language he also became VCIY proficient and
whom he served ell for Man VYy ca (JI$ hıs m1ss1o0Nary
Father CGiouvea tells

Wıith hıs o00d knowledge ot the language and hıs DIayeIs and
go0od example he produced much frunt. He 15 S, he told
ON day, of havıng baptızed 7000 Pagalıs with hıs OW. hands }

As exemplary relig10us he Wa  N chosen Master of Novices at

Manıla an 1ın the ntermedium., celebrate AÄugust Z 1597 he
W as appominted Procurator ın both Curı1as, the ofhcial C
tatıve of the Philippine Province of the Order with the oly See and
the Spanısh Court at Madrid, wiıth the right vote In the General

a SICARDO, cıt SUÜU.: padres fueron Francısco ntunez Isabel
Morän. (°CY) CUVO apellido le ha  l& NnOmMDrado para ] de rammatıca de
NUESIrO CONVeEenTLO de Acolman e| capitulo Provincial de Mexico e AaAano0 de 1581 » ,

15) GGRIJALVA, cıt 603
M‘) ]hbidem and PEREZ, cıt 27 T he assertion of BIA 373 that Melo

went LO the Philippines ( SIN haber terminado SUÜU: estudios does not iımply that
he W as nOot yvet priıest the time (GRIJALVA, loc cit., states plainly that he W as

ordaine: ın Mexico. « Ordenose de sacerdote, salıö pueblos de Indios ('"3.

desseo de apprender Ia lengua Mexicana lamavale DIOS para MaYyOICSs‚

+ PEREZ, loc cıt 27
SAN GUSTIN, cıt 538
I!bidem and CASTRO, cıt 246*  ’)
(SOUVEA, cıt fo 5T

51 CASTRO, cıt 246
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Chapter his appoıntment of Nne Procurator ın the nterme-
1UmM W as made NECESSaAT because the Fathers Juan ] amayo and
Diego de Guevara, elected ın the Prev10ous Provincial Chapter, had
ZOoNeE LO Japan } It Ca justly be saıd that Father Melo’s hfteen
ca 1ın the Philippine slands wWeTlre characterized ess by
Christlike zea| than by extraordınary human ability.

Father CGouvea mentıons that 1ın those days the usual route fOI'
the vOoOyage between the Philippines an Spaıin Wa  N LO by WaVYVy
of Mexico, but that 1ın this instance the superlors thought Father
Melo’'s business would be expedited i he would travel by WaYy of
India 3 [t mMa be that there Wa  N NOLT another oat withın Vear
for the trıp LO Acapulco 1ın Mexico. Yet Just ell the real 1CasOMN
fOI' the superilors choice Ina ave een that Father elo had
already een appoınted the priest wh: Was LO ACCOMPANY the
candıdates tor oly Orders LO Macao Malaca 56  J. there Was

bishop in the Philippines. Father Vlarquez makes mentıon of this
detaıl ın hıs letter of recommendation, while omıttıng the fact that
Father 610 had een elected Procurator. Father Marquez had

SAN AGUSTIN, cıt 538 (GRIJALVA, cıt 603 CASTRO, cıt
246 Ihe fiice of Procurator In both Curias and ıts ımportance 1S described by
BERARDO [VIARTINEZ, Apuntes Historicos Madrid 1913 and SAN-

VELA, ‘ Facultades de IOS antıquos Commisarios de Fılipinas , AHHA 16
1921)

SICARDO, cıt (CASTRO, cıt 246 COn the unexpected lJanding
ot the [WO Augustinians at H1rado aboard the ill-fated San Felipe ın October | 596
SC CASTRO, cıt and 502

d hus (GGOUVEA, cıt fol 5Y
AÄLONSO (  issionalıa Hispanica 271 ote 20) afırms that the

time of Melo s arrıval there W as Augustinian house at Malaca Macao -
| ‚UBIN ( bid cit.) oes not arrant that statement. He only asserts hat he tound
Macao and Malaca entered ıIn the Registra of the General tor the hrst time under
the yCar 604 AÄAVvVE MARIA, cıt 159 g1ves 1587 the yYCarlr of the foun-
dation o Malaca, Whlcl'l 15 confirmed by the 1ıst of the Priors the following
Dage and ın the biographical otfe Fr | _ uıs do Paraizo, 238 during whose
erm Provincial the ftoundation W as made Macao W as accepted Apr Z 1587
by the Prov Chapter of the Philippine Province and Franciısco Manrique W as

made the Arst Prior (G SAN GUSTIN, cıt 444 (CASTRO, cıt 464
‚PEREZ, cıt 16) | 589 the house W as transterred LO the congregatıon of lnd1a

at the request of the King of Spaın. ÄVEF MARIA, CIt 161 1ıst of
Priors |163, and 238 ( 11110 de | 989 mandou (Luis de Paraizo) Macau Dara
tOMATrT do Cito cCoOonNvento de Ma0 dOS religiqsos castelhanos ca Provincia de
Manila
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eft the Philippines ın July 15397 ©) an could not ave known of the
latter appoıntment. We ave ere Just another of those lıttle detaıils
which led Father elo to martyr s death At al rate the superl1ors
arranged LO send the Father Coa‚ from where he W as LO saıl LO

Spaın and return V1a Rome

In Persıa

Father elo eft Manıla ın November 1597 Hıs cCompanıons
WL the eighteen-year-old lay brother Nicholas of St Augustine
an lay servant, perhaps tertlary oblate of the ÖOrder,
whose NaIinle has not een preserved. Brother Nicholas Wa  N Japa-
NEese by birth W hen he W as but child hıs famıily had migrated LO

Manıla an had een converted LO the Catholic faıth by Father
elo (OQut of veneratıon for the Augustinıan the boy W as g1ven ın
Baptısm the MnaIinle of hıs spirıtual Father. When he later entered
the ÖOrder he added LO hıs baptısmal e REfie that of St Augustine,
made hıs novıtıate under Father Melo’'s direction, and ın 1597 he
pronounced hıs VOWS ın the monastery of St Paul at Manıila S)
[{ hese [WO Nicholases and the Servant remaıned companıons
their whole long and strange road LO death for Christ.

Unluckily, when they arrıved al Goa 1ın 1598 the annual ONVOY
from Portugal had nNnOot arrıved. Sınce the SCSAasSsonNn of favorable winds
had ZOoONE by 3) there werTIe sh1ps until the following year To
retiurn LO Europe by sh1ıp would thus entaıiıl 1890018 —- delay than Father
Melo s business Procurator permitted ; accordingly, he chose

travel overland. Archbishop Alexıus eneses, the Pri-
mate of India ell the Viceroy, Count of Vıdiguerra, aıded
hım ın makıng hıs arrangemen(ts. Meanwhile the Guardian of the
Francıscan monastervy AT Coa‚ Father Sımon of St F rancıs, had

.>ß) AHHA B 1 922Z) 156 ( ambos estuvlıeron aquella provıncıla hasta e|
ano de 1597 Que«E ] Marquez bolvio Mexico le (Melo) dexo de partıda
Para Malaca Macao donde e| rovıncıal le envlara ( Qmertos religiosos qQUuU«E
1van ordenarse POI O e 0 obispo las Filipinas » .

CASTRO, cıt 482
M SAN AÄGUSTIN, cıt 537 On the Controversy concern1ıng the date of the

Brother’s investiture and profession ın the Order s (CASTRO, cıt 487
and 496 Il.

59) kor optımum saılıng date and hazards of the voOoVYVage SC AMES UFFY,
Shipwreck and Empire (Cambridge |1955) 95
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approached Father elo wiıth the request LO allow OIn of his lay
brothers LO Joın Melo’s Dartiy their Wa LO Rome A hus Brother
Altonso Cordero, Portuguese by birth, traveled with Father elo
and Brother Augustine and became their companıon for INOTIE than

Vear
Father CIO eft C108. 1n February |599 25 TOoOom there he saıled

UOrmuz, the Portuguese island emporı1um, where he intended
SLOP (Q V On hıs arrıval he learnt of the of z ambas-
sadors at the COÖOUItE of Shah Abbas of Persıia, who had een reported

be ambassadors of the Kıing of Spaıin &7} Resolving LO travel
wiıth these ambassadors ome LO Spain Father Melo continued hıs
JjJourney In greates haste., leaving (Ormuz 1n the ame month of
February 1599 2 In Aprıl he arrıved at sfahan, the capıtal cCıty of
Shah Abbas and heard that the z WEeIEC not ambassadors, and
much less Spanıards, but rather [WO English gentlemen. Just at the
tiıme of Father Melo’'s arrıval the Shah Wa  N engaged ıIn promoting

darıng scheme of world diplomacy. W hile hıs predecessor, Shah
Ismaı]l had trıed LO seek unıon with Charles agaınst the
urk 64  — Abbas attempted less than alliance of Al the POWEeTSs
of Christendom with Persıia ın War agaınst the restless and XDall-
ding ttoman empıre. He had suftered much trom Turkisch
aggression t+hat he Wa  N asC tor the friendship of Furopean princes
and consequently hospitable LO all Christians } AÄAmong the UTro-
ca attracted LO hıs COMIT Wa  CC Venetian merchant by TaIne of
James Faba He had learnt of the Father's arrıval, an introduced
hım LO the Shah Abbas receıved hım ell an recognızıng Father
elo with avVellues of CCess LO the Pope ancl the Kıng of
Spaın wooed hım assıduously. He frequently invıted hım the
Palace, several times CGCVvVen for dinner, and listened LO hım atten-

** Interrogation of Br Altonso. Fondo Borghese 111 |24 . tol 300
Infra App NL n0

* GOUVEA, cıt tol 7I'
hlS detaıil correctly reported both by Melo himselt, etters Kıng of

Spain, [)Don Cristobal de Mora, and Sessa Vaena, HHA | 1922) 0, öZ: 53
and by Sherley In hıs letter LO Anthony Bacon (note supra).

*Y Simancas 1630 fo (( |Je Ormuz partıo Fevreiro | 599
et) Ihe correspondence between Ismaıiıl and C’harles 18 contaiıned ın LANZ,

Correspondenz des aisers Karl (Leipzig 1844 168 292-296
GS) BRIGGS, cıt 88 (GSOUVEA, cıt tol yar e] qual Abbas) los prin-

C1P10s de eynado favorecıa estraordinariamente a los estrangeros ({} INas

particulariıdad IOS Christianos, Ocasıon QUE trajla muchos cortie ) .
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tively. Although Father elo wW as NOot the first friar ın Persia }
he wWas the rst the Shah met personally. He asked the Augustinjan
Man y questions LO hıs INalner of iıfe and concernıng the faıth
Father Gouvea s account leads LO believe that the wiıly Moham-
medan seemed the brink of conversıon. |t 15 possible, LOO, that
Father elo envısıoned how magnıfıcently he might CI ve the Church
by helping thıs near-Christian Kıng find European allies agaılınst the
JTurkish iınhfiıdel “ Sınce he Wa  N vıisıtıng Madrıd and Rome anyhow,
why should he not put ın Z00C word for Persia One wonders
whether such reasonıng combined with the of real role
ın the embassy moved Father elo LO as the Shah be appoıinted
hıs ambassador LO both COUFTTS S} In an CasSse the blandishments
oft the Shah caused Father elo set hıs feet ın path leading LO

imprisonment, Orture and death
the INOTEIhe trouble Wa  N that the Shah acted the princıple

ambassadors, the better. He had already appoıinted Persian
nobleman, HMusejn Alı Beg, his ambassador LO the rulers of
kurope 69) hen there WEOEIC 1n the Persian COUFTr at the time the z

3 Father Simäo da Conce1cao de Oorals W as there betore him MANOEL
ÄVE MARIA, cıt 231 AÄAMBROSIUS ] HERESIA, Hierarchia armelitana
(Rome) tasc | 9 ; MENDES LUZ, cıt 309

]'\IS thought 1S suggested ın Melo S letter LO the C-eneral of the Order,
aD S1 ede ın queste bande un planetta che promette gran ene
la Christilanıita... questo negoz10 HO O SONO disutile benche
10 lo trovassı ben ıncamınato »ı.

9 Besides (SOUVEA, cıt fo En Iso the Persian report by I)don Juan,
STRANGE, cıt 233 staties that Father Melo himself obtaiıned the etters

appoımıtıng hım am bassador to the Pope and King otf Spaın. his 1S contradicted
by Sherley wh: claims that he obtained the etters tor Melo Ct Sherley’s letter
LO Bacon, aD infra ((I told hım hat he might make himself rea by
bearıng part ın such holye SCIVYCC, theretore that would PIOCUIC hım A

perticuler lettre bothe to the Pope and Kıing of Spayne ın which he should have
equall authoritye ıth » . There 1S evidence tor the tatement of MENDES

LUZ: cıt 532 that Cord ero ha: received etters LO the Kıng oft Spaın and
the Holy See together ıth Melo |t W as Melo’s appoıntment fellow ambassador
1th Sherley, and consequently hıs specıial place ıIn the embassy, which aroused
the displeasure of Sherley owards hiım Hıs attıtude owards the Francıscan W as

altogether difterent. See his praıse of hım owards the end of App infra.
69 1Io grea extent thıs reasonıngz of the Shah’s Wa causecl by hıs ıgnorance

of Liuropean conditions. C Fondo Borghese 111 124 £to 300V infra
AÄpp praticando alcuna volta &.8) loro (the Persian Ambassadors) intese,
che ı | s L 1' Re nO che S1Aa Inghilterra, Fiandra, Re cl Spagna, tiene
pıu notıtıa dı loro, che sol; titoli,...
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above mentioned Einglish adventurers, the Sherley brothers, Sır
Anthony and SII' Robert Their tather Thomas had een distin-
ouished figure at the COUTFr! of Queen Elizabeth Their mother had
remaıned attached LO the Catholic faıth Anthony had een closely
assocılated with the ill-starred karl of Eissex and had spe vood
deal of e aa ortune INn the Dutch WAarTs, that Sır Ihomas
the kilder had een imprisoned bankrupt by order of the
Queen 2 In December 1598 the z  ®] knights had presented them-
selves to the Shah COusıns of James of Scotland } hey had
already proved their worth milıtary advisers, and NO Sir Anthony
wanted LO represent the Shah before the CI'OWI'ICCI heads of Furope.
The Shah had meanwhile entrusted hıs noble Husejn with the amne

mM1sSsS10N, but thought ıt Iine iıdea LO send the worldly-wise SII'
Anthony along tellow ambassador. Ihe much traveled English-
INa OOMN began ©) take the leading Dart When finally the Shah
asked also Father elo LO be his representatıve at the CoOourts of
the ope and the Kıng of Spaın there wWerTre necessarıly aspects of
rıvalry INn the sıtuation that the prlest W as perhaps LOO unworldly LO

apprecıate } hus he W as LO lose NOL only hiıs ıfe but hlS Z00d
Name ell

(|) hronicle of the ( amelıites In Persia (London 1939 Ihe work 15 AaA110O-

N yYINOUS, but the author’s presentatıon CODY to the Discalced armelites ıIn Rome
g1ves hl$ amne the fAy-leaf: Chick Herbert (T’his intormation by courtesy of
the RCV Martın, D, Suffolk, Eingland). Vol quotes Fondo
Borghese, 5 1, In translation : (( He (Anthony) began LO TOaIN the S5SCas ıth
several| ships, and In t+he yCar 1595 eft ıth ships tor the Indies, seized
certaın DOTT, but obtained little trom ıt 50 much of his ftather’s ha.
he the |)utch W alIrs and through thıs expedition that Sır I homas the
elder became bankrupt, and the Queen put hım ıIn prison, where he still 1S,
Whlle the exchequer has seized hlS » Cal of State Papers, Dom Ser.,

(ed Everett Green, London 1869 130 Hıs (Anthony’s) father,
Sir Walter, 1S In the Heet priıson, havıng fallen ınto the hands of O creditors,
who caught hım at Lambeth.

STRANGE, cıt 2372 (Anthony sald) hat a the Kıngs of F,urope ha:
recognized hım such (James cousın) and ha: 919) empowered hım their
ambassador treat ıth the Kıng of Persia, Wh0 should make confederacy
ıth them ın order to WAaAHC War agaınst the urk

72) Corral, better versed In the WaYySs of the world than Melo sensed the
sıtuatiıon wh1ch ha arısen Ven before the embassy had eft the Persian soil
When he arrıved ıth Anthony’s and Melo’s etters at Venice, he W äa questioned
by the Signoria of Venice aInon other things also the ımportance of the
varıous ambassadors. He replied ; ( Among these there 15 ONn Assan Alı Beg
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Father elo Wa  N mercılessliy slandered ın Sır Anthony s etters
LO England. ISO the Einglishmen traveling In his COMPDaNYy, who
eft AaCcCcounts of the Journey, presented thoroughly Protestant

wicked friar aCCOUnNLT, accusıng him of [9} immoralıty, m1ısuse
of the confessional, an 6CVENn violatıon of the seal, all tavorıte top1cs
1n the days of the Einglish Reformation, In order LO justify Sir
Anthony s behavior owards hım

More damagıng Father MCIO S reputatıon Wa  N the ZOSS1IP
that emanated trom the ex- Jesuit Francisco da Costa. his ıtınerant
prıest, natıve of GO&‚ had known the Augustinian during hıs SCay
ıIn India Just at the time when the first reports the probability
of favorable disposition of the Shah of Persia owards Christianıity
wWEeIeC circulated In Rome 7} he happened © arrıve 1ın the eternal
cıty. Tlo urther hıs OW ambition he composed at Rome the LW

above mentioned etters LO Pope Clement 111 E By intermingling
truth with his sınıster insınuatiıons and by adducing PDEISONS, wh

INla of standing. Nevertheless thıs INa INa Yy not command anything, because
everything 1S ordered according LO the of the saıd Antonıo and of Portuguese
frıar, believe of the Franciscan Capuchin order, who 1S called Friıar Nicolao
Demego, and VenNn he obeys the orders and commands of Signor ntonlo:
lodging and at table » ROss, cıt

® ONSCYUCHNCE of the etters Angelo Corraı ha: brought trom Persia (supra
ofe 9) and the etters the Bishop of Pıstola ha: SCNtT SOINEC Cardinals of the
Roman Curia. Ct GOUVEA, Relation des Grandes uerres 140 5 part of wl'uch
1S extant ıIn English translation ın ROSS, cıt Also ALONSO, La Ciudad
de Dios 171 198 VWhile the Pope entertaiıned hıigh hopes tor alliance between
the King of Persia and the C’hristian Princes Persian merchant, Assad Beg,
arrıved Venice who claimed LO aAve been sent by the Shah LO report ome
}10W the Persian ambassadors being received. He carrıed etters trom the
Shah the Signoria of Venice. Some Portuguese merchants recognized hım ancl
0)01 of them., Diego de iranda, introduced him to the Bishop of Pistolia, Wh0
W as tond ot hearıng reports the countrıes of the ast Assad Beg told the
bishop of the Shah’s readiness recelıve Catholic mıss1ıoNnNarles ınto Persia ancl
hat the Shah hls famıily WEEIC ready LO become Christians. Couvea (ibid.) polints
Out how exaggerated, and Ven 3 these reports SS However, Assad
declared himself willing to LO Kome LO iınform HIS Holiness and LO recelve
Baptısm ın ıtness oft the truth of hat he ha: saıd Ihe Biıshop of Pistoia
approved the plan, but the Doge of Venice, fearıng the CWS might spread that
the Shah ha sent hım ambassador, thwarted the matter and made Assad Beg
embark tor Persia agalnst hlS ll I he Bishop of Pistola, then, sent Miranda
ith ull report o al that ha happened, Rome

Supra ote
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had known Father elo he produced certaın semblance of credi-
bılıty which took EBVCHA the authorities iın Rome e°

While hıs wa LO Rome on oly Year visıt da Costa had
met Armenian prlıest at sfahan wh figures also In Sherley s
repOTtT. hıs prlest had traveled with Father elo trom Ormus and
served as hıs interpreter 76  — but had not een invıted LO Joın the
embassy ıts WaY LO Europe. He mMa ell ave een hire with
jealousy and IMa ave made Oome statement detrimental to his
tormer employer.

According to da Costa the Armenlan prlest had stated that
Father CIO carrıed scudi worth of diamonds and rubies
LO use them (  s for the Shah and other princes, an

he pretended with Al the princes of being Procurator of VOUFr
Holiness an the Catholic King., and stated that he Wa  N sSent by
them, and, ın order LO confirm this fact, he lived splendidly 60

Apparently this 15 m1ısquoting the friar who ma ave saıd quıte
correctly that he W as sSent Procurator LO His Holiness and the

Also PASTOR, Geschichte der Päpste (Freiburg 1927 V 490 W ä not
able LO sıft truth trom falsehood, 490 Im Herbst 1600 berichtete der tu-
y1iesische Jesuit Francisco da Costa dem Papst, der Schah sel den Christen sehr
ohl gesinnt.

® MSS of Sımancas, apD 88 infra. How da Costa gained ACCESS to Ia
ment V II through the Spanish Ambassador, the Duque of Sessa, and the ambas-
sador of the C’atholic King, and exerted hıs inHuence upON}N the Pope 1S elated ın

GOUVEA, Relation des Grandes uerres 145 AÄLONSO, loc cıt 204, adds the
revealing detaıil that da Costa haı LO commıt the character assassınatıon o# Father
Melo and the Persian am bassador 1n order be appointed am bassador of the
Pope LO Persia. Gouvea/’s OW estimate of the reliability of |)’Acosta’'s report 15
contained 1ın hıs words : |J)e CECVY (from the tact hat | Ja C’osta W as tree lance,
without responsıi1bility LO an one) peut colliger combien Ces intormatıons COI-

tenolent de verıte ı (GGOUVEA, Relation 146 Arch Vat.. Fondo Borghese,
SC 1, vol 20, tol 75 ıx relatione Petrı Anton1i1 Abioso de Fre mmanuele
de Sanctis, Portugallensis: ((( |)ıce Ul predetto Frate che col Persiano Gra

1N1CO frate d Gregori0 i Gierusalem, AÄArmeno, che S1 chiamava trate
1colao, Ul quale ea venuto da Ormuz €} altro trate di; Agostino, chiamato
fra Nicolao Melo, che S] CIa partıto col ambasciatore Inglese (D Antoni0o)... » .

Fondo Borghese, 0i [1, vol to 160 (note supra) SaVyYs that Melo sed
the AÄArmenilan priest interpreter. {Ihe Portuguese original 1s siılent thıs
detaıl.

I ranslated trom the Italian resume, Fondo Borghese, SC IL, vol 20,
fol 160 ( Con tuttı Re Capitanı S] ftaceva Procuratore di Beatitudine
de Re Catolico, aftermando d’esser stato spedito da loro PpCI quelle partı, dalle
quali LOrNaVa, et PCI dar plu rıputatiıone alla COSa, V1lveVva splendidamente
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Kıngz of Snain. We cCannot easıly SSsSume that, while elo iıntro-
duced himself accurately LO da Costa hıimself at C-oa 18) he acted
differently at stahan. The charge of lıving splendidly has een made
INOIEC than O11GC6 by natıves agaınst m1sslonarıes trom L.urope, wh
applied LO them the yardstick of their O W VEIYy sımple CCONOMY.
At an rate, neıither da Costa 110 the Armenian should ave made

pomt of the diamonds Father elo Wa  N carryıng they wWerlIe

ell acquaınted with the high traveling of their OW. day ©)
The Armenian priıest continues that Father CIO CaIne LO sfta-

han., dwelled with the Einglish ambassadors, tuther, that the Shah
receıved hım an appoınted h1m hıs Procurator with the Pope and
the King ot Spaiın. Presents WEeTIec exchanged between elo and the
Shah the latter presenting the frıar wiıth volden which was
adorned wıth diamonds and rubies worth INOTE than 2000 scudı). He
reports then that Father elo praised the Finglishmen Z00d
Christians an states that the Kıng W as satished unti! the friar had
eft

TIhe repOort continues wiıth SOEVOeTIS moral charges agaınst the
Augustinian, namely that hıs ravels he had NOoTt lived Chris-
t1an and much less relig10us,

tor he ate meat during ent an had escapades with e
and with sServantCt, and at sfahan he had become scandal|l LO all
because he W as r entering house of ll fame. He had purchased
LWO Armenian Christians Wh0m he abused. When they could
NOL ear ıt an longer they went LO the Kıng and complained. But
he the Kıng) did nothing about ıt he considered hım Procu-
rator of VOUT Holiness and had nominated h1m his OW. 80).

Vloreover, the Armenian relates, Robert Sherley, wh had —

maıned hostage 1n Persia., had produced credential etters drawn
by the Augustinian LO the eftect that he and hıs brother Anthony

werTre atholics and that such they wWEeICC LO travel. As LO thıs ACCU-

78) Simancas 1630 tol ( ste frade V1 conheci Goa
e10 (i0a das Philippinas, dizendo qUE vınha POI Procurador das
Phılıppinas, JUEC traha neg0C10s &C} vuestra Santidade CO. e| Rel de
Hiıspanha »

y FOI hıs O W trıp LO Persia da Costa asked and received from the Pope
the Zran' ot 4000 scudı:ı and did not gzel along ıt Ct Fondo Borghese, SS

vol fo 219-228, quoted trom the English translation ıIn Carmelites ıIn Persia
| 90

x Simancas 630 tol 7/0, infra AÄApp 111



137Nicholas Melo and Nicholas of St Augustine
satıon it 1S very probable that Anthony joıned the Church of hıs
mother ın | 598 S73 and ave proof that Sll' Robert lived ın public

Catholic, received Confession and Communion and attended
church servıces. He had EVENN hıs Moslem slave baptized persuaded
by the Augustinian Fathers %9

[ Ja Costa finally overreached hıimself when he claimed LO ave
received letter from Brother Alfonso, the Franciscan, wrıtten
T1ecalr Moscow which supposedly he sent to the Armenlan wh
Wa  N to sent 1t to his Alfonso’s) super10r 1n India The Armenıian,
yuessing at ıts contents, had opened ıt and DaVEC ıt to tor Lrans-
latıon ıt Wa  N wrıtten In Portuguese } M TIhe WEEIEe of such

natiure that they resolved to destroy ıe est 1t offend the EaTrs of
YyOUTF Holiness and OUu respect owards the (Order of St AÄugustine H

In retrospect ıt 15 not easıly understood how the ofhcials of the
Secretarıat of State could be taken ın by thıs webh of intrıgue 84) TIhe
travel conditions of the tiıme made ıt practically impossible fOI'

- SHERLEY, cıt .} has hat Anthony’s tather deserted the Catholic
faıth and became Protestant ın 1578 when Anthony, born In 12565, W as already
13 of s 4°4 May ıt be tOO tar off the road LO ventfiure the opınıon that Anthony,
whose mother ha: always remaıned attached LO the Catholic religion (Carme-
lites In Persia 69) INaY aAave been baptized ın the Catholic faıth He LO

have presented hımself Catholic Protestant the Occasıon demanded
Father Parson wrıtes from Rome to C ON Fure In England (E SHERLEY, cıt

He (Anthony) denyeth himselfe ave been Protestant EVECI sSIınNce
hlS Airst being Venice tor vet there he W as reconcıled, he sayth, by 1 ourant
11O dead B Could Iso read ınto the word reconcile: the meanıngzg that
Anthony returned LO faıth he ha: MC possessed

Carmelites ıIn Persia 143
BS) his detail aAaPpPPCAars only ın the Italian resume, Fondo Borghese,

Ser H: vol fo 160 ( Dapoi, 10 lessı un ettera che 4 sucldetto trancescano,
CO.  nOoO di fra Nicolö, SCI1VEVa da loco Moscovia... »

81) However ın vindication o# Pope Clement V it should be made plain
that the Pope himself Cli: NOtLT trust da Costa Ct GGOUVEA, Relation des Grandes
uerres 145 ( Or cCognolssance de la relation QU«€ Diego de Miranda
avoıt apportee Cardinal George et Sainctete., 4 (da Costa) CITCSSB aussı

memoılre de part lequel Par le et la faveur du |)uc de Seza POUTI
101'S Ambassadeur du Roy Catholique parvınt es maıns de Saıiınctete lequel
(selon la contession de CECEuU x qu1 apporterent le brefs) fut tousıo0urs plein
de doutes faict, le tesmoljgnent les paroles du brief qu ı] Hht expedier

Roy de Perse. Mals Pasteur prudent 1 | voulut Das qu on luy pust
reprocher d’avoir riıeN neglige 8881 ChOSC 81 ımportante Servıce de 1euU
voyant combien l recontroıt de ırconstances quı obligeoient donner quelque

qu1 raportoilt Par des INOVYECNS S1 considerable » .
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letter tO get from Moscow to Persia ın the short time elapsed be
LWeen the arrıval of the embassy at Moscow an the departure of
da Costa trom Persja. HOW 15 ıt that ON asked where the TAn-
cıscan could obtaın informatıion Father Melo’s conduct ın the
Philippines How ıt happened that nobody became WarYy of the
fact that INa hired interpreter tor Portuguese traveler needed
somebody else LO read an interpret filched letter LO hım which
W as wriıtten 1ın Portuguese

[+ 15 LO be regretted, an ıt certaıinly has harmed the of
OUTr mMartyr, that Father da Costa, driven by ambition, allowed hıs
ıimagınatıon LO S{  (D things Out of proportion and LO report them with-
Oout urther investıgatıon. recent crıtic of hıs infÄuence ın Rome
speaks of (( the importance attached to the ımagınatıve fictions of
thıs ıtınerant prlıest and adds How much respons!ibilıty Father
da Costa must ear tor all the sequel of misunderstanding
Rome 2) Perhaps thıs 15 ascribing LOO much weight LO da Costa.
In all probability he would not ave succeeded to prevaıl uponNn
Clement ı88 and hıs Secretariat of State unless the road had ecen
prepared by the Bishop of Pistola, (Octavıo Abbioso, who had already
passed LO Rome intormation he had receıved trom Persian
merchant at Venice, which had contaıned the aInle inftormatıon
of the Shah's readiness LO embrace the faıth 5%)

By strange coincıdence Altfonso Cordero 15 sed also by the
English of the embassy LO besmirch Melo’s character. Anthony
Sherley wrıtes 1ın hıs letter LO Bacon that he himself undertook to
divıde the other friar, hıs cCompanıon from hım the Franciscan) ö7)
Smal|l wonder that bel Piıncon relates

It e LO that mortal hatred had [0) between the
LW  ®] friars, LO such extent that the Franciscan Altonso aıd al
hıs collegue s misdeeds before Sherley telling hım how FI'8. Nicolao
had pe hIS ıfe mMOST lewdly ıIn the Indies, how Philip of Spain
had banıshed hım because he W as bad infÄuence an finally
how he had cozened gıft from triend al Ormuz which he had
g1ven Abbas present from hımselt. TIhese relations caused
the Englishman throw Nicholas into Irons $S)

In reporting thıs selzure of Father elo Sherley wrote LO Bacon

X armelites In Persia
Ct ote /3 and AÄLONSO, La ( iudad de 10585 174 198

S4 SHIRLEY, cıt 24, infra AÄApp
88) PENROSE, cıt
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for male female of all SOTrTtSs thınk under heaven there lives
SUCh vıllaın )) 4 He adds that he undertook the arrest easıly

and with vood conhfidence because W as ın COUNLrIY 1ın league
with mıstress, and where hiıs mMaster 15 NOot much
known 2

|t 15 VeIY hard LO SSUINE that the Provincıial Definitorium of
the Philippines elected of such descrıption Procurator 1ın
both Curlas, ofhce nNnext 1ın ımportance only LO being Proviın-
c1al |t 15 especılally difhcult LO SC how ıt would send

represent ıt at the COUFr of King wh. had banıshed hım Vlay
1t be LOO ftar-fetched LO submıt that Anthony, wh admittedly put
the friars agaınst each other ) , spread the imagıned misdeeds of
elo TIhe 398 A of fancy tales which originated ın the English
quarter of the embassy poılnts LO the fact that Sherley Wa  N verYyY

successful In justifying the murderous attempts he would make upON
the prlıest. Brother Altonso W as gy]ven ample opportuniıty LO volce
al complaiınts he had agaılnst Father elo durıing hıs interrogatıon
al Rome. He W as asked expressly 5a what he New about elo
In hıs replies do NOoL SEeven Aind ınt of tensıon between hım
and elo and much less of unbecoming conduct the part of the
Augustinian 92)

Further, Father Vlarquez wh had spen Ca with hım In the
mM1sSsS10Ns pralses hıs vırtuous ıte there 93) and the Augustinıan
wrıters Gaspar San Agustin, Wh0 had facıilities LO get Arsthand 1Nn-
formatıon hım In the Philippines, and above Zl! Gouvea, wh:
lived 1ın the VeIrYy ca 1ın Persia when the reported intormatıon W as

circulated, speak of hım ın the highest erms Of oreater signifi-
anc 15 the Carmelite, John T haddeus of St Lliseus, who made
efforts \(©) tree elo at Moscow, and lived wiıth hım OVeI L[W  ®] ca

at Astrakhan NeaTr the end of the martyr s ıte He became Father
Melo IS MOST important biographer, and certainly would not ave
commended hım highly he did had he o1ven an credence LO

x SHIRLEY, cıt 24, infra App
A ]bidem.
\!l) MARTINEZ, cıt «La miısıon estaba expuesta sınnumero de

contratıempos suponla tal trabajo elicadeza la quası totalıiıdad de Ias

gestiones, qU«C blel'l puede decirse SCT aquel de un responsabilidad ada
iınterior la de los mMm1ısmoOos Provinciales »

92) Fondo Borghese SCT{ 111, 124 D. fol 3007 infra App VI
d AHHA 156
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the TIuUumors wiıth which hıs long SLtay ın Persia doubtlessly had
acquaınted h1m Ihe est character wıtness for Father elo
however, 15 the SCISSCVETaANT o# hiıs [WO Converts, the Japanese
lay brother and the other servant, whom he could inspıre the
death of martyrdom. |$ the sayıng 15 Lrue that nobody 15 er° LO
hıs valet‚ then Father elo passed thıs Lest ell

We might also add that Father Melo’s time at sfahan Wa  77}

Very imiıted J4  — He GCaie In ates hurry trom Ormuz, ın order
NOTt LO m1ss the reputed Spanısh ambassador and arrıyved when the
embassy Wa  N about LO leave. Brother Altonso V e ın hlS interro-
gyatıon that elo DE only few days wiıth the Persian Kıng 2
With all the ofhcija]l business of makıng and introducing
hıimself LO the Sherleys and the Shah there Wa  N NOt ImMu Ch time f01‘
stylish living and vısıtıng bawdy houses. Regrettably, [0)8981= thrown
mud always sticks. And OINE dıd stick LO the reputatıon of Father
elo

SII' Anthony had arranged wiıth the Augustinian that the priest
an hıs wWerTIe LO leave the embassy ONCE Russia had een
reached and were travel In advance otf them. W hen agreement
had een reached they called uPpDON Shah Abbas and asked hıs COI-

sent his the Shah granted gladly, and when he had een informed
of Father Melo’s plan to ın advance of the others he DaVC LO the
Father etters addressed LO the Pope and the Kıing of Spain. The
Shah asked him also CO keep the princes ell disposed owards hlS
ambassadors, that they would receıve them In better spırıt. (In
thıs OCccasıon the Shah BavVe LO Father elo the above mentioned
golden and tassel from hlS headpiece %8) TIhe Einglishman,
however,. Wa  CN nNnOot ell pleased wiıth these arrangements of the Shah
(CGiouvea wrıtes that

he W as under the impression that the priıest would ImpaIlr the
authority o# hıs embassy and reap a ]] the benehfhit which he wished
LO obtain, he ame LO the varlıous COUFrTS before him Yet OUT-
wardly he pretended LO be ell pleased wiıth the COMPDAaNYy of Father

_ How long leisurely trave] would ave taken SC\ 6 ın Fondo Borghese,
SCT vol 20, to 125 where Pietro Abioso relates hat the Dominican de
Sanctis eft Goa 1ın February 1 599 (perhaps ıth Father Melo at about the
Sa1Illıe tıme) and arrıved at Isfahan In June, atter Melo ha: already eft

95) Fondo Borghese IL, | 24 D, fo 300”, n © dapoi di Car StaAto ä
alcunı cı .

e Melo’s etters LO the King of Spaın and de Mora, AHHA 151 and FA
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Nicholas, he Wa  N convınced that such long Journey O E
tunıty would not be ackıng LO take the etters trom the Father and
ESeVvVEenN his ıte He would certaınly ave one he also stabbed
the Moslem ambassador. He Wa  CM very anx1o0us LO a  d the embassy
alone and get all the credit fOI' the vood NC WS he Ore and the
benehts ıt would bring 47}

Journey to Moscow

1owards the en of April | 599 5)8) the expedition eft sfahan
ıts WaYy to Russıa. Father Melo’'s business would ave een

a GOUVEA, cıt tol l Also the Persian report emphasizes that Melo
obtained these etters himself (LE STRANGE, cıt 233) Contrasting ıth these
details 1S the report of Sherley. SHERLEY, His relations, |22 ff. : SHERLEY,

cıt 24, App (supra ote 65) See lSO Manwarıing s report 1n ROss,
cıt 224 where Melo 1S introduced Bishop of Aromause Hormuz) wh. asked

of Sherley hat he obtaın hım the favor from Abbas that he might ın hlS
O W W€Cd habıit which favor ( Sır Anthony did obtaıin of the Kıng B VeIrY

interesting remark W äa made by the Armenlan iınterpreter of Melo [O ca Costa
Simancas 1630 fo infra App 111 As SOOTMN Sherley has mMet Melo

he asked the frıar LO put hım ınto the x0o0od gIraCcCCcs of the Shah and above 1 not

to tell h1m hat he Wa Protestant. On hlS condıtion he would take h1m LO

Europe hiıs O W CAPECDNSC (« Agasalhado trade CO Ingleses pediolhe dom
Antonıio, qu1sesse abonar acreditar C Ke] Ihe naOQO dissesse QqQUEC elle era

contra igrela Romana, POTYUC elle eIia mul1to bom Catholico... qUuU«€E elle
evarıo Re] tambem evarıa Luropa SU. companhıia Z{ s elle tazer
nınhuma despesa »)

Ar Boies PENROSE, cıt (jouvea h85 (of cıt fo /”) partıo de (ı0a
Febrero de Junio de mısmo ano llego la ciudad de Aspan ı Pier Duodo,
the Venetian Ambassador LO Germany, Calendar of State Papers and anuscripts,
Venetian Series, vol 42/., dOC 9272 rıtten Oect 23 1600 hey (Anthony
and hIS party) eftt sfahan the M of May, 1599 and travelling by Kaswin
and Gilan they CaImnle To Rudsir (Rudesar) the Caspılan Sea » |)on Juan de
Perslia (LE STRANGE, cıt 234) g1ves July | 599 the date of departure trom
Isfahan. Neither of the ast three C be right Father Melo’s etters trom Gilan
ın Persia, AHHA L7 1922) 150 AI dated May 1 Corraı interviewed by the
Sıgnorla ın Venice, P ote £ W äa asked whether he NCW when Signor
Sherley W a! LO leave Persia and which route he could take. He replied : He
(Anthony) W as tO leave days atter IX and Wä to DYy the routie of Muscovy »

1D reach Gllan required IMan y 1 day We have detailed report of Juan de
Perslia (LE STRANGE, cıt 235) Ihe Journey from sfahan LO Kashan occuple:

four days. W e rested there and went tO the town ot Qum Ihe ext mornıng
eached the cıty of Savah From Savah travelled during three days, comıng

the cıty of Qazwiın. We remaıned there eight days tOo PIOCUIE certaın gıfts J

From Qazwiın they traveled ın hive days LO CGilan Ihey MCO ın port ten days
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better served by Journey through Jurkish terrıtory to the Mediter-
ralmlnecall, but such route W as impossiıble for political mı1ıssıon from
the Persian Government which had the PUTITDOSE of seekıng
alliance agaınst the urk Ihe Wa  N comprised of the ofhcial
ambassador HMusejn Alı Beg  g tour secretarıes and hfteen servantits,
Sır Anthony with hive interpreters and hfteen FEnglishmen, and
Father Nicholas elo with Brother Nicholas an servant, and
Brother Altonso Cordero. ] hirty-two camels WeIEC laden with the

of the Shah LO the princes of E.urope, besides the needtul
number of rıdiıng horses ] For the hrst few days, far Daw-
atabad, the Shah accompanıed the Caravanı with Slr Robert Sherley
an hfteen other Englishmen wh had remaıned In Persia
hostages 100).

Husejn, who missed the CaTilaVall at sfahan, finally joined ıt
at Caspıan Sea pDoOort (possıbly at NEear Kesht) 10]) where they
had een waıtıng for h1m Their hrst attempt tO the Caspıan
Sea beginning ın early July Wa  N frustrated by untfavorable wınds
that drove them back LO CGiilan On theiır second Ury they reached
the Mangyshlak penınsula, where they WEeTIe becalmed and accepted
the hospitalıity of the natıve [ artars for fortnight while they waıted
tor wınd favorable LO the continuatıon of theır voOoyasc When

while the NECESSaATr preparatıons WEeTre made Pincon adds hlS detaıil OSS,
cıt | 65) C We had ıth etters patent trom the King addressed tO

merchant of Ru aAassen (Rudesar, town of Gilan) Wh0 has control| o# al the
trafhc of the Caspıan Sea, commandıng hım LO equ1p vesse|l iımmediately and
LO urnısh ıt ıth x0o0od pilot, ıth Prov1ıs1ons and ıth everything of which
might ave eed hlS W as performed In LO eight days I herefore the
Cala Vall mMustk aAVve eft Isfahan owards the end o# Aprıil early ın May l'us
AagIiIcECS ıth the tatemen o# da Costa, Fondo Borghese, SC []1, VO] fol 158
( (iunsı ad Aspan X 11 dı Luglio passato 1599) ı} quale (Anthony) due mesı
avantı l M10 arrıvo ın Aspan, S1 partı peI kuropa ‚

_- STRANGE, cıt 234
100) BELLAN, hah Abbas l VvIE, so histoire (Paris 1932 9/ BRIGGS,

Journ. As Soc 1841) 97 « So 00k leaves ot sfahan, and the Kıng
brought LWO days Journey. Ihe King klssed Sır Anthony three tour tımes,
and kissed all and sald, that ıf dı return agaın, should recelve grea
honour ». Betore they eft C hlS Majesty haı already granted the needtul credits
ıth orders tor ash LO paYy OUTrTr travelling and the SAaIlne W as one tor
the Einglishmen, Z be thus defrayed at the charge of the King of Persia
(LE STRANGE, cıt., 234)

lfll) Manwaring and Pıncon suggest it W as perhaps | enkoran (PENROSE, cıt
82, otfe 2)
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the winds became somewhat ess adverse they began LO battle their
Wa close inshore LO the mouth of the Volga, which they reached
ın early September. bel] Pincon adds thıs detaıl of interest LO OIl

of hıs reports the StOorms they encountered

On OIl particular day WEeTe assaıled by such StOrm, such
heavy raın and devilish wind that mMan y of Companıons,
wh had saıled the greater part of the Indies and the Furopean SCas,
saıd they had CV.e ecell the ıke OIn of OUr helms Wa  N broken an

WEeTe nıgh capsızıng ın the confusion. One heard dreadful
medley of volces and PrayCeIs. We of the Religion prayed ın OIl

WaYy - there WEeIee OINe Portuguese monks who threw figures of the
Agnus Dei into the SC (0) aPPCASC ıt, an muttered certaın words,
repeatıng Vırgin Mary ) , (( St John ) , and the In Manus. The
Mohammedans invoked : Alı Alı Mahoet )) , but instead of al
these teared that the devıl OomMe and a  y thıs rabble LO hell But
when had een three hours 1ın thıs SLOrM God Castit HIS
CyvVe of p1ıty and delivered ]02)'

Don Juan adds tor hıs Countirymen

We Persians aTre entirely unused LO seafarıng, that mMmoOost
of WEeI C either unapprehensive of either danger and death We
aughed heartıly at the Portuguese friars, who had ftallen weep1ng,
being prepared to die 103)'

At the mouth of the Volga they transterred themselves and
theır goods into galleys, 1n which they wWeIiICc rowed r1ver to

Astrakhan. hey arrıved 1ın mid-September. Because the Governor
Wa  N takıng hıs s1iıesta they W eTIe obliged LO awaıt hıs pleasure, and
they waited not 1ın palace anteroom, but ın bustling an malo-
dorous market place. Such treatment of the ambassadors of OVE-

reign by provinclal4N almost unbelievably offensıve
and provocatıve, but ın thıs aAse ıt reflected nothıing than the
complacency of unımagınatıve bureaucrat S when the grea
awoke he received them amılably and Sa LO ıt that they wWeIe COI1N-

fortably lodged 104).

102) Ross, cıt 16/ TIhe Portuguese trıars CC have carrtıed the Agnus
Dei tor emergencıes the SC (cf DUFFY, cıt 1 15)

108) STRANGE, cıt 236
104) Abel Pincon OSS, cıt | 65) tO ave taken the whole aftair

ın stride : C On the fourteenth iitteenth of September the heat W as excessive,
and WEeI &e aflicted and by gnats and miıdges that, ın opınlon, the
road trom the garrıson LO Astrakhan W as verıitable hell W as sent ahead to
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After z weeks 10.'1) he sent them LO Moscow. On October
second they selt Out ın five stroogs, 150 ton barges propelled by
OaIs and saıls, which had een furnished at the CEXDENSE of the
TS&I' ]06). W henever the Oarsımell tired they stopped rowıng an
the sStroogs wWeIC made fast LO the shore, wiıth the result that the
| 300 mile journey took EVEI weeks. hey W Au &— also accompanıed
by EeSCOTLT of Olle hundred soldiers. 1 hese kept watch at nıght
while the asseCcNgCIS slept ıIn the fields 107 When the wınd blew
OoOWwWwn the r1ver their horses wWOeIe sed L[OW the galleys with long
[9)  L

During the JjJourney murderous thoughts WEeI e growıng ın Sher
ley's head ; 1n fact, ave record of LWO Altenı  S by Sherley
agaınst the ıte of the Augustinıan friar. Sherley s predominant
motiıve D ave een ftear that Father Melo, proceeding tOo

Lurope while he himself W as still negotlatıng wiıth the KRussıian
Court, would arrıve 1n the other capıtals ahead of hım and
steal hiıs olory 108 secondary motive Wa that of the COINMON

robber. According LO that CGiouvea had from the mouth of
Husejn, Sherley made ONn attempt during SLOP the rıverbank

Ihe Einglishman wh wanted LO get rıd of hım (Melo) looked
tor OCcasıon when he could do unNnseell by the rest of the COINN-

Dalıy One day the LW went apar from the rest walking along the
rıverbank and talked each other. hey kept walking far
enough be Out of earschot. When Sherley believed himself LO
be Out of sıght, he pushed Father Nicholas ınto the water and held
hım under. By RA K chance Al; Beg, the Persian ambassador‚ W as

NeaT the SDOCL, Naware +hat somebody had preceeded hım He found
the prıest half dead at the hands of the Englishman Wh0 with \O18al

the arrıval oft the am bassador trom Persia tO the of the place.
f W as OUuUr atter [070)]8! when arrıved. think that VeEryOoN«EC ın the town W as

asleep, excepting these Wh0 could not rest tor hunger, tor ıt 1S the cCustom of the
COUNLrYy of this prince tO sleep trom [0]0)8! until four o’clock, when the bells
begin to sound VECSPCIS... We ha: tO waıt ın the middle of the public SYUaTE, SU1I-

ounded by crowd of 1dlers who ook much delight ın gazıng uS, until
the should awake »

L 0.:) STRANGE., cıt 241 ( We remaıned | days at Astrakhan »

lnß) Ross, cıt WE Ihe Englishmen and the frıars traveled ın on boat,
Huse)n and I'HS ın another, Pll' Qulı Beg, the Shah’s of‘ficxal ambassador LO

the ]sar, required three boats tor hıs nNnu  UuSs traın and bulky freight OSS,
cıt 24)
L STRANGE, cıt 243
108) (GGOUVEA, cıt fo 10r
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of hıs tollowers Wa  N drowning hlm There 15 doubt had he KOHHEE
lıttle later he could ave een of but little help the priest

already lacked strength LO get Out of the rver, and had much less
strength LO detend himself agaınst hiıs enemıles. When these Sa the
ambassador comıng they eft hım 1n the watler and tried FO hıde
ONg the trees 109)

TIhe Moslem shocked at such wickedness pulled the Father
ftrom the rver and had hım brought ınto hıs oat CGouvea adds
the detaıl, of interest because the slanders agaınst Father Melo
pretend that the Shah Was vVery wiıth hım AaCCOUuUnNTtT of his
wicked deeds and would ave Pput hım tO death but fOI' Sherley s
intercession

As he Husejn Al:; Beg) knew the TUS his Kıng had placed ın
hım, he walked ahead of the Father OUtT of precautıon 110).

Al; Beg  s nephew, Don Juan of DPersıia, tells of another attempt
board sh1p lll) He describes the motıve plain robbery :

Father elo had lent Sherley (or HO probably deposıted with
hım for safekeeping) thousand escudos ancl nınety small diamonds,
and the of returnıng oNne and StONES W as distastetful
the English kniıght. TOM other unımpeachable SOUTCES NOW
that he had definitely made hıs mınd LO keep the friar s
[9)  CYV 11  }

lu‘)) I!bidem.
110 I!bidem, | 0
lll) STRANGE, cıt 258 WILSON, AÄsıtatic Revieu) 1927) 138

19 imply that both Melo’s \fe dea] ıth the SdaIlNle incident, that
they AI only difterent versions of the Sa1I1lle happening. However, considering
the fact hat Sherley ha: the Ffriar ın bonds, and tried LO inveigle the Franciscan
agalnst him, and the verYy difterent cırcumstances of the [WO reports, on

happened ashore, the other aboard ship the opınıon of SDantiago Vela
preferable A 374 ote 2) hat Sherley made several attempts Melo’s
ıfe hlS opınıon 1S also shared by SANZ PASCUAL, A, Historia de IOS
Agustinos Espanoles (Madrıd 1948 254 ( ingles lamado ntonıo0 Sherley le
tomo tal dıo QUuUe«E, POI dos Qqu1so asesinarlo, Un Ia bodega del bargo,
la segonda erra...

L  z armelites o} Persia, 19 (the quotatıiıon CO\lld not be verihed 1ın the
General Archives of the Carmelite ÖOrder, Rome, under the number yıven ıIn the
text) « Father Nıcholas Melo haı ent certaın INONCVYS LO I)on Anthony, the
Englishman, and, they WE due to separate ın the cıty of Moscow, he ha to

by SCa, the other vıa Poland LO Italy the Father asked tor them W hether
tor thıs SOI other T1EASON NOW not, but Don Anthony accused h1m Boris
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In late November early December they arrıved at Kazan,
rıverport, markıng the beginnıing of shallower walter. Aftter week’'s
rest they embarked INn S VCH vessels of little draft and rowed LO

of being traıtor and SD S0 they looted hiım, and put hım aWaV ınto the
Solovietsky monastery Ol the trozen SC where he 1S stil] according to report
o# the Father ıIn questıon, w}uch he (Melo) dispatched to Prince ustave, gre:
tavoriıte ıth Boris and known LO him (Melo) Ihe Muscovıtes took trom hım
(Melo) ın jewels and dinars... Significant 15 Iso the remark [)on
Juan de Persia adds to his report o# the murder attempt ın the ships galley
(LE STRANGE, cıt 234) S5ome months later, when the 1ssıon W as about
leave Moscow, the trıar could not be found », and concludes suspecf that
Don Antonıo caused hım disappear T here Ca be doubt that Anthony
Sherley ha: made hlS mınd LE and tor a || LO keep the triar's M An
interesting sıde light the subject 15 letter Sherley wrote LO Richard Colthurst
(The +ravels J John Sanderson In the Levant, ed Foster (London 1931 176 E
Colthurst wriıtes LO Sanderson July 26, 1599 C Instantly (1) have received etters
ftrom Sır Anthony Sherley Wh0 1S returned tor Ingland by Wa o Ruscıla: hath
had wondertull grea iıntertaynment of the Kıng, ıth Man y exceeding rich geifts
trom the Kıng and 8000 ds owards hlS chardges. (35 gran hıs vlioag urne

LO x00d, but yet he urneth 301 D' Add LO thıs Cal of State Papers, Dom
ser1es, (ed Fverett Green, | ondon 1869 130 Sır Anthony has

400 trom OUu merchants at Constantinople, ancl has scraped together
500 INOTE at Aleppo, ıth Whlch he has charged Ol'd ESSCX by hıs bills » ,

and yVyOoUu have proof that Anthony ha: debts wherever he W as>, and hıs rediıtors
fear non-payment MC where he has been financıially successtul. In the end he
gzot Aa WaYy Ven ıth the presents the Shah ha: sent LO the Christian princes. See
the report of Juan de Persia (LE STRANGE, cıt 282) C He (Anthony) told
that he ha: grea frlend Iın Archangel, Englishman, who W äas master of
VeErYy fine StOU ship, and hat he would take charge of OUu (the presents),
and deliver them LO agaın safely when gyot Rome » , and ibidem 283
« In Sıena OUu ambassador had quarrel ıth Sll‘ Anthony Sherley, and
atters would have COINE ba Pass, haı not the Cardinal been present
TIThe of this quarrel W as ın the matter of the chests of present(ts, Whlch
has been gıven ın charge of the English shipmaster LO be brought directly LO

Rome I he ambassad Or W as NO demanding ot SII’ Anthony due delivery ot
these chests, In order that he might make hls Holiness suıtable present from
hat Was 1ın them, which, indeed, would have been gift of much magnificence.
f O appeared that the whole afftaıir ha: een cheat, tor chests haı VeIr

een brought LO Rome, SII' Anthony havıng sold OL bartered aWaY their contents...

Afterwards ha: notıice how OUTr pleces of brocade and clothes had been sold
publicly by the English merchants ın Muscovy » hıs report of |)on Juan’s 1S COIMN-

irmed ın dispatch by (iovannı Mocen1go, Venetian am bassador LO Rome, of

Aprıil | 1601 Cal of State Papers, V enetian Series, vol (ed Brown
London 1897 doc 9/4 Small onder that ‚V6CIl partial crıtiıc Franz
Babinger Sır Anthony Sherley’s persische Botschafttsreise (1599-1601) Mit-

teilungen des Seminars für orientalische Sprachen der Friedrich-W ilhelms-
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Cheboksary, where they had transter LO sleighs because the rver
wWwWwas frozen OVeEeT At Nishni Novgorod ]1") they stopped agaın tor
several ays S ere Sherley had violent altercation with Alij Beg,
putting the Persian ambassador 1n fear of hıs ıte What chafıng
thing 1t MUS£E ave seemed LO Sherley that Alı Beg  S credentials
WGI® Z00d hıs OW. ıf nNnOot better ! And indeed, when the
representatıve of [Isar Boris arrıved he reated the Persian
ambassador and the Einglishman the ambassador s cCompanıon 114)

(In arrıvyıng ın MOSCOW 1n late December early January,
1600 the Persians WEIS sumptuously entertained while the Uro-

his harsh treatment W as thecahn wWEeTrTe clapped into prison 116)

Universität Berlin 35 1952) Abteilung, 100 * SUINS hlS study (p Z7)
((( Fs muss ernstlich bezweiftelt werden, ob dieser (Anthony) jemals dle irkliche
Absicht hatte, die Botschaftsreise 1mM Sinne iıhres Auftraggebers, des Shahs Abbas,
durchzutühren. Sem Verhalten spricht schon ıIn Russland dagegen und TStT recht,
als auf deutschem Boden die einzelnen Höte heimsuchte und allerorten rlesen-
hafte Schulden hinterliess. |)ie Turken damals der alte Eirbfeind Persiens
ebenso- WI1€e |Jdeutschlands. Aber nıemals ıst eiınem geme1ınsamen, plan-
mässıgen Vorgehen den gyemeinschaftlichen Gegner gekommen. [ J)ass
einem Zeitpunkt, eın solches Unternehmen d18 meiıste Aussıicht auf Eirfolg
hatte, diese Absicht vereitelt wurde, ıst, dart I1lall heute ; ohl behaupten, das
fast ausschliessliche Verschulden Sherley’s der seiınem persönlichen Eigennutz,
selner grenzenlosen Geltungssucht und seıner ungezügelten Phantasie zuliebe hne
Bedenken die Zukunft des Abendlandes uts Spiel setzte )»,

113) Parry Ross cıt | 29) relates: As SOOIN ha: arrıved there
(Nishni Novgorod), order CaInle from the uke of Vluscovy that should
delay month. Being COINE tOo Negson, stayed there nearhan!: month.
Toward the end of Whlch the CINDECIOI sent grea INa o hlS COUFTF .

lll) Although Anthony and Husejn visiıted the COUT of Boris Gudonov ıt W as

not ambassadors. Among the princes whom they b01’6 etters from the Shah
the Tsar o# Moscow W as not ncluded PH‘ Quli Beg  s ha: been sSEeNt LWO weeks 1n
advance of Anthony LO MOSCOW LO congratulate Boris hIS accessl1on LO the throne.
As have Ol (supra otfe 1 06) Quli Beg traveled ıth Anthony OUut of Astrakhan.
ROSS, cıt

(  C ano0 1600 )ı,115) John ] HADDEUS, cıt App
'HG) Parry reports ın ROss, cıt 128 At Moscow wWwere shut ıIn prıson

orteen days; VYCAa, al ACCC6c5SsS>5 of others LO 0)4 LO them, W as utterly barred.
In which time sent tOo entreat hat either OUT English merchants might be
permitted LO COINEC LO u 0)4 that might send tor necessarles They
WEerTr e NnOL sent tor ten days. Ihe Persian am bassador first, ext Husejn, then
Sır Anthony. Anthony refused the orcler of precedence W aAsSs not LO hıs
lıking. By which efusal he purchased the emperor s displeasure » Now the
friar W as set tree and the Isar sent hıs dukes CO examıne Sır Anthony daily
( upon diverse frivolous particularities » BERGER AIVREY, Collection de Docu-
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Russian law for foreigners wh. wWEeIEC always presumed LO be sples.
Sherley, still refusing LO take second place, protested hıs diplomatic
Status vigorously that Boris Godunov, who W äa  N thoroughly
annoyed and wh had een intormed of the knight's anımus agaınst
Father Melo, had the latter released. Gratihed V Or hıs reedom LO
alk the streets of Moscow he Wa  N not SIOW ın appearıng with Alı
Beg before the Tsar 117 thus addıing fuel LO the rag«e of his NC
k.ventually Boris called the frıar and Sherley LO be examıned before
hıs commıssarı1es, where Sherley tried LO wın hıs argument wiıth
crude torce

ooon atter Sır Anthony and the frıar WEr 6 brought betore t+he
commıssıoners LO be urther examıned where Sır Anthony, being
infÄlamed with choler by reasomn of hıs exceeding ill-usage demanded
whether the CIM PECTOL dıd A Z N PUrPDOSEC LO send aln ambassadors

an other countrıes protesting, ıf BVr he met with them 1ın an
part of the world besides theır OW. he would endeavor LO let +hem
know he Wa  N not half ell reated 1n Russıa... W hereupon the
friar ın erms thwarted Sır Anthony, whose blood already boiled
with the DA of his choler s heat, which then abounded, and
being by that oraceless and ungrateful triar urther provoked, he
NOL able though instantly he should ave died tor ıt, LO
hıs heat, DaVC the fat frıar such sound box the face, hıs double
AU.: of choler redoubling hıs might, desıre of TeEVECNSC withal
augmentıng the A1INC, that CIOWD falls the friar, i he had een
struck with thunderbaolt n which being one with that COUTaYC and
high resolution which ell appeared ıIn hıs looks words and deeds
they forthwith DaVl () V3 examınatıon, because they had LOO far
examıned Sir Anthony s patıence ; which ell they wiıth fear,

think Sa an the friar. almost past fear, did far better fteel ]1\)

ments nedits Su I” Histoire de France : Receuil dCS ettres MISSIVES de Henrz
- 334 has letter of Henry tO Monsieur de Breves In Whlch ıt 1S
stated that Anthony Wa kept prisoner tour LO ive months. hls INa Y z1ve SOI

indication of Melo’s Stay at Moscow.
L1 TIhe conjectured PUrpOSC ot thıs call 1S thus described by Parry (Ross
cıt |28) ((( I he Persian ambassador withal, setting the friar, nderhand,

LO devise z the viıllainy he could agaınst hım, to Sa VyY he NECW 5ll' Anthony
W as but INa ot INEeaN parentage, and ISO that he W as COM but SP through
the COuUNLEry EOI‘ 9) tending LO hıs O W g00d, anä nOt o Persia and
Christendom, he pretended. W hereupon they took a the King’s etters trom
hım and opened them, LO NOW the PUTrDOSC thereot

IIR) ROSS, cıt 131 hIS d i NOL further the of Anthony,
have SCCIH that he W dA:! NOL fl eed trom prison (supra otfe 105)
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TOM that time Father elo Wa  N unable LO live wiıth Sherley
and found lodgings with Catholic physıclan from Vlılan OI Doctor
Paolo 119)7 In the doctor s house he regularly celebrate Mass and
brought LO the [atın atholics lıying In Vloscow the consolations
of their religion, of which they had een deprived ftor long time.
ooon SCCA OB which put him completely ıIn the [9)  c of
hıs enemı1es he baptized his host's eight-day old daughter 1n the
|.atın rıte. his scandalized the Ruthenian Christians, who held that

child must Nnot be baptized before the tortieth day of ıts ıfe TIhe
Ruthenians became enraged agaınst Father elo and Al the Catho-
lics ıIn Vloscow 12(|) KRepresentations WT made LO the Girand uke
of Muscovy, Boris Godunov, wh had the friar arrested an SeNtTt
the monastery island of Solovetsk;i 12]) without hearıng. [t 15 not
known exactly what Sir Anthony contributed LO thıs development,
but Paul/l Simon, Carm. wh earned about the MmMatter In MOSCOW
whiıle memorIl1es WL still fresh, states Matly that Sır Anthony eng1-

119) John ] HADDEUS, cıt App
Among the English merchants at the COUF of the Isar there d A vyood

INan y Protestant Englishmen who ha been there SINCE the days o Ivan the Ter.
riıble (cf |)ALTON, V erfassungsgeschichte der evangelisch-lutherischen KITC}IC
In Russland (Gotha ff.) (GGOUVEA, cıt fo 127 reports that C trom
them Sherley earned of the hatred that existed between the |_atın Catholics ancl
the Ruthenians. They ‚VEn suggested, perhaps [NOIC out of bıgotry than for real
[CasSONs, that he W as compromiısıng himself ıth the frıar fellow am bassador.
hey Iso told hxm hat he lived In the talıan doctor’s house. 'T he shrewd Sherley
W as not SIOW In usıng thıs intormation LO hlS advantage. He went to the OW T16eIS of
the house and old them hat he regretted havıng brought along INa who might

AaNNOVANCEC LO the aVCTagZC Ruthenian and al the INOTC the Grand uke
by actıng agalınst the laws and ancıent customs o the CoOunNn(Iry. He suggested very
deftly that he NCW VEIrIYV ell hat the frıar W as not am bassador of the Shah
of Persia, and that it W aAs Nn Oot of the least ımportance LO hlS Servıce O be I'ld of
hım There 1s doubt that the English detested Melo nOot only because he W as

Catholic, but also, and perhaps 35010} 0 m because he Wa Spanish ubject. As
10107281 the Ruthenians ha: become that the Father dı not have the PIO-
tection of Sll' Anthony, they reported immediately LO the uke hat |_atın priest
ha: entered his realm ıthout his perm1ssıon and ha: sa1d AaAss and baptized
agaınst the laws of the ountry » Melo Wa of the role Sherley and the
English merchants haı played ın hiıs arrest See hıs letter 1269 Bibl Nacional,
Madrid, to SV infra AÄApp Sufrımos tantos tormentos, afrentas martırıos
de los Moscovitas, solicıiıtados POT nuestros enem1gos IOS Calvinistas Yngleses »

12l) Paul PIERLING, La Russie el le Saint-Siege (Paris 1901 11 235 adds ın
ote [O hlS remarks Melo ILa presence cde Mello Solovk; est constatee par
le Solovetski Sbornik » KAZAN, Academie eccl,., 18,
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neered KHather Melo’s arrest and imprisonment 122) Years later, ıIn
letter wrıtten October | 1615 the Augustinian himselft states

VeELY clearly that he and h15 Companıons suffered the mMan y
which the VMuscovites heaped O them wh had een instigated
by OUu enemıues, the Einglish Calvınısts l"';) Apparently Father
Melo IS heresy Wa  N dressed evidence of OINEe kınd of
Popish plot endangering the throne.

Imprisonment

Solovetskı, the monastery In which Father elo together with
hıs lay servant and Brother Nicholas, Wa  N confined Wa  N ın the hands
of monks of the (Order of St Basıl Ihe Tsar commanded t+hem to

bring about the apostas of theır three priısoners. 12 schismatiıc
monks of those days WEeI C ell known for their cruelty agaınst
atholics an also tor the stubborness wiıth which they held to

theır OW. heresy. AÄAdd LO thıs that the monastery of Solovetski Wa  N

obliged LO Tsar Boris eneftactor 12 and 1t 15 CaS y to imagıne
the hardshıps of the three prisoners. TIhe dungeon ıinto which they
WEeIe thrown In ıtself W as VerYvyY CGS punıshment. It had DIO-
ection accomodatıions agalnst the bitter cold For S1X months ın
the y Caı the SUul did NnOot shine and durıing thıs long winter s nıght
the priısoners did not recelve lıght for theır VvVery arfTOoO W and dank
cells W hen they Sa ONn ıt only heralded another sess1on of indoc-
trınatıon and abuse. FOI' certaın Russian feast days 2  S the
abbot 126) had them brought ınto the refectory, where the monks

l.’2) Ct R ote 101
1.'..'!) 1269, Bibl Nac Madrid, fo |131Y Supra ote | 20
L  4A BODDY, W ıth ussian Pilgrims (London 1893 2322 Ihe 1 sar, Borıs

Gudonow, liıkewise showed favor LO the monastery, made ıt present of bell otf
700 poods (about pounds) which has his aIMnc, and sent 2000 rubles for
I11LAasses for the SOU1 of Isar Feodor » TIhe embassy witnessed the solemn PITO-
cess]ion o# the bell through Moscow. We have iındication whether Melo Sa ıt

LOO Ross, cıt 132)
125) John ] HADDEUS, cıt AÄpp algumas PascCcCOd>S d1as solemnes

UJU«C aqueles scısmatıcos celebravao... »

126) The abbot ıIn question Wa IMOST probably the Archimandrıite Isıdor who
later became Archbishop of St Sophia He ruled Solovetski for
during the reign of Boris Gudonow (cf BODDY, cıt 324
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tHried to persuade them LO their allegiance LO Rome 127)
The arguments WGI6 NnOt hıgh level fOl' the monks were almost
abysmally 1gnorant ; mMan y did NnOotLt know the Lord’s Prayer, the
al Mary, the Apostles Creed the Tlen Commandments 128)
TIhe Archimandrite held out LO them the example of the ancıent
Saınts. Father elo of COUISC, had LO be champıon of hıs little
Aock He always wound hıs remarks wiıth the statemen that he
would consıder ıt grea CICY of CGio LO SUHCY death tor the COIMN-

ession of the holy Catholic faıth TIhe disputations invarlıably ended
ıIn Hood of insult and ridicule. hen they WTG beaten and ent
back LO prison wounded and In chaıns. But ın period of S1X ca
their tOormentfLOrs WEelIe unable LO accomplish the brainwashing the
TS&I‘ had commanded.

Freedom VKa NnOoLt ıIn death but through political and social
upheaval that put CONVert Catholicısm, called Demetrıus, the
throne of Boris Godunov early In 1605 hlS pretender had arrıed
Marina Vlniszech, Polish noblewoman, an had COIMNE with
armı y of Polish and Cossack mercenarlıes LO gaın the throne which
he claimed under the pretext of being the supposedly murdered SO

of Ivan the Terrible. W ith Polish the throne of the
[Isars and Polish GLI ın MOSCOW‚ the Catholic clergy 1ın Poland,
but also the Papal Court, WEeIC greatly impressed with the Olr
tunıty of bringing the Orthodox Church back ınto the ftold 129)

Just then three Carmelite misslionarıes LO Persıa, Fathers Paul/l
of St 5Sımon, John Thaddeus of St Eliseus, and ıncent of St TANn-
C1S, Caiie LO MOSCOW with letter o# ope Clement 1{11 On the
feast of the LE.piphany 1606 they WEr O received In audience by the
TS&I' an sed the opportunıty LO ask for Father Melo s release 130).

bal SAN GUSTIN, cıt I39, remarks that ıt seemed at times ıf the
SEesSsS10NS ha: been arranged for the entertaınment of the communliıty.

128) Ihe iıgnorance of the usslan Orthodox monks of these days did nOot only
OUu heroes, but W a! COININON knowledge (e POSSEVINI, Supple-

mentium ad Historica ussıiae Monumenta [Petersburg ff.)
129) ] URGENEV, Historica ussıae Monimenta (Petersburg 841

contaıns Pope Clement’'s VAarlıo0ous See Iso PASTOR, Geschichte der

Päpste (Freiburg 1927 416
130) SAN AÄGUSTIN, cıt 540 makes believe that Pope Clement himself

took the inıtiatıve LO have Melo released. Iuvo tambien la Santidad de Clemente
Octavo noticıa de los trabajos qu«€ Moscovıa padecian los InS1gnNOSs soldad OS
de Christo, tray iıcoläs Companero ; POI I9 qual diö especial orden 1105

Religiosos Carmelitas Descalcos, qu«eE enviaba Persıa, que«e hiziessen camıno
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Demetrius oranted the request at OoONCEe and DBaVE orders that Father
elo an hıs Companl1ons be brought before hım

pPOI Moscovıa, visıtassen de sSul parte al Duque Demetrio, le pidiessen de IOS
contessores de Christo.. » TIhe Sa1l1lle 1e W 15 expressed by PINHEIRO, cıt 449
Also HERRERA, cıt 179 has Clementis V precıbus However, neither
(GGouvea NOT the Historica ussiae Monimenta contaın intormation to thıs eftect.
(GOUVEA, cıt ftol 187 states plainly that the Carmelites asked their OW

inıtiatıve, atter they haı known at MOSCOW of Melo’s ımprisonment : C Como ellos
(Carmelites) tuviıessen mucha virtud carıdad, tenıendo noticıa de la prisıon de
padre Fray Nicholas, SUu companeros, quısıeron perder tan buena OCaslon,

dla de los Reyes nombre de Santidad, le suplicaron tuesse servido de
mandar ıbertad padre Catholico CO dos servidores * In
] URGENEV, cıt would expect toO in mentıon of the Pope’s eftorts ıIn
letter ARHN. e of Clement V LO Boris, ın letter DEAINV.: bid of
Cardinal Aldobrandıini LO the SaInle Further, ıt would nOt be ın harmony ıth the
LLESCIVEC thıs Pontifi ha shown owarcls the of the False |)emetrius (cf PASTOR,

cıt 420) LO ave SCNL him letter while his predecessor W äa st;11 the
throne of the I sars. Ihe Pope died z months before Borıis, and there W as lıttle
hope that thıs Tsar would release Melo However., there 1S doubt that Rome
W as iıntormed ot Father Melo’s ımprısonment. We do n Oot NOW, 1 before the
departure of the Carmelites from Rome, which took place July 6, 1604 (Carme-
lites in Persia 921) da Costa, cıt fo 69, infra App III does not NOW
MCIO s whereabouts and believes hım dead TIhe Airst NC WS, of which NOW
that ıt eached Rome, AI contaıned the notizıe of the Polish NunzI1o,
C'laudio Rangone, Fondo Borgh., 88| b, fo 266 where the Nunzio reports 1{9
Cardmal Aldobrandıini hıs eftorts LO free Melo ( Parla; Parl la recuperatione
de Frate spagnuolo Agostiniano aptıvo In Moscovia S1 rTesto dı col
Vicecancelliere del da enersı PCI la liıberatione SUu. de quale \ S] rTOoveräa
buone 110 scorderö 10 sollicıtare l’effetto October 22 1604 week later,
Qet. 50; 1604 read In another dispatch of the Nunzio, bid fo 279 (( DDe
Frate Agostiniano spagnuolo captıvo nel di Moscovia ha parlato Sl Maestä
col Vicecancelliere dı ] .ittuanıa qual pensera modo che S1 tenere PECI
redimerlo, ed 10 le ho mandato memortIlale dopo haverlo parlato » . Ihe Nuncio
at Prague, Mons (Hovannı Ferreri, wrote Oect 1604 trom Prague LO Cardinal

Aldobrandıini Fondo Borghese 111 113 CD fo 21) Mons Nuntio di
Colonia ( !) ha avısato... I1 ha tatto anche intendere che Sua Maestä ara
ordıne all’ Ambasciatore che andarä In Persia che taccıa ofhcio col Giıran |)uca
di; Moscovia PCI la liıberatione cl quel Padre Melo Agostiniano (in) prigione nella
lorre di Salom nel IL1LLal glaciale racomandato da Nostro Sıgnore D Finally
NOW that Iso the Augustinıian famıily brought the Imatter LO the attention of the
Holy See (+ |_etter of Nuncı1o0 at Cracow, Mons Claudio Rangone to Cardinal

Aldobrand1m Archivio [)oria Pamphıli, Rome, Fondo Aldobrandini,
vol stata| Ja Ino foliation]) : [Je questo padre Provinciale delli Agostinlani C1
presentata Ul ettera dı Illma delli cı G1lugno ın favore del padre fra
Nicolö Melo Spagnolo, DCI la liberatione de quale mancherö adoperarmı cCuanto
saAara possiblile, et SÜl‘ empo aAro conto » , Ihe Carmelites themselves
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While the Isars emıissarles wWEeIe the Wa back from Solo-
vetskı wiıth Father elo an hıs servants the fast movıng events of
these turbulent Ca of Russian hıstory caught with them agaln.
[Idemetrius procured the coronatıon of hıs Polish CINPIECSS, Marına,

Vlay 16056 TIen days later he Wa  N dead at the hands of
assassın. Fanned by the orthodox oly Synod there Wa  N grea
reactıon in popular eeling agaınst the Pope, the atholics and
Poland tor havıng tried LO foıist Demetrius their natıon. The
Boyars took advantage of the people’'s dislike of the usurpDerr and
the Catholic tendencıles of his protec(lors, an placed OIl of their
OW. class‚ Basıl Shuiskı, the throne.

Father elo Wa  N already HO6a Moscow 131) when the that
took hım there earned of the recent events and the accession of
Isar Ba311 hey resolved, therefore, to waıt until they had earned
the mınd ot the He ruler. When Basıl Shuiski had heard the detaıils
of Father Melo’'s Kase he offered the priest archbishopric In
Russıa the condition that he be baptized 1n the orthodox church
W hen Father elo declined the offer, Basıl had hım whipped 1'32)
an DaVC orders that he be confined ın strıct pr1Ison. He Wa  N COIMN-

sequently taken Nıshni Novgorod. As he had spe S1X ca

Solovetskı, he Wa 110 LO spend tour INOTIE ca ıIn the prıson
of Nıishniı Novgorod.

TIhe only human consolation that remaıned hım W as hıs faithful
servant Nicholas, the Japanese Lay Brother, and the other CONvert

of hıs wh had traveled with hım As Solovetski also ın hıs
HE prıson Father elo instructed them continuously 1n the faıth
and prayed f01' them Later he stated that he W as ure that the
Lord DaVEC t+hem the aC of EerseVeEeTANC In martyrdom because
of these pray-ers 133).

After he had suffered OINC ca In hıs second prison the

agaınst the € b1as of the Augustinlans and the King of Spaın their OW Cili-
Whl(lh sed ın order LO get Father Melo freed » (Carmelites ın Persia, 166

Otfe 4) Perhaps could Sa Yy that they received instruction LO us«e their O W

judgement and SDB hat hey could do Or Father Melo (Ihe ast [WO retferences
trom the Roman archives AL due LO the CoOurtesy of Father Alonso, B
Rome)

181) John ] HADDEUS, CIt.. infra App ÖE estando 1a livre vıinto
c1dade reale, [116S de ma)o sequente do O: 1606)

ISZ‘.) I RIGAULT, cıt 790
133) (3OUVEA, cıt fo 19v
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Ruthenians belıeved they would ind the priıest HOI© pliable with-
OutL the COM PDPAaNYy of hıs OW. 134) So they confined hım 1ın separate
cell and made greater LO shake hıs Constancy. Finally ONn

day they old hım 10 W Wa  N the tiıme LO make hıs miınd. Father
elo answered In ten ca of orture yYou did Nnot succeed ın
deceiving W hat ave endured tor such long tıme, | shall be
able LO sufter tor much shorter time He refused the OUr of
aC they DaVCl hım HIS only regret wWas that he had but OIn ıte
LO o1ve for the truth of the Catholic faıth and 1ın token of his obe-
dience owards the chaır of St Peter. Ihe schismatics WEeTIe infu-
riated at thıs ShOW of CONStaNCY and thought that the sight of
impending horrible death would change hıs mınd. (n the feast of
St AÄAndrew, November 1610 they had hım taken LO the public
SYUaTrC. He walked there trom the prıson half naked, time had
consumed the greater part of hıs habıt nly few rags remaiıned.
1 hese tied about hıs loıns, reached dOWI'I LO hıs knees. His aır
had [0)  n below hıs shoulders, hıs beard had become SICY an
VeILYy long. He walked barefoot with hıs hands tied and hıs head
uncovered. mob had gathered about the priıson S4 and when
they Sa hım COINC Out they greeted hım wiıth Iralı y insults agaınst
the Koman Pontift. Ihe crowd perhaps believed that they could
ShOW their faıth In God In better Wa than by addıng tO the
puniıshment of the (( heretic )) , hus insulted and ridicule Father
CIO walked LO the LOWN SYUaIE where large piıle of wood Wa  N

ready tor hım
When he Wa  N ıIn plain V1EW of the woodbpile the henchmen set

fire LO ıt and, LO frıghten hım still IMOL6; they stepped back and lıt
OINe rubbish eft purposely In the place where the prlıest stoo6d.
Yet neıther thıs small Tre, 110 the burning PYTITE frightened hım
Steadfastly he looked at the flames which burned before hıs CYCS,

payıng attention LO the burning rubbish about hıs feet. W hen
the smaH fire had died oOwn hıs tormentors approached hım agaın,
old hım LO Lurn finally iınto himself, g1ve the ITOIS of the Latins,
and accept the hght of the tTrue faıth of Christ. In Case he refused
they would throw hım ınto the blaze which he Sa ready fOI' hım
Father elo told them sımply they WEeICcC Just wastıng theır time.

I hrow into the flames, Catholics do not deny the truth they
DOSSCSS for Manı y deaths M The henchmen shoved and pushed the

134) I!bidem.
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Father closer LO the fAlames. Although the fıre dıd NOoTt urn hım, he
felt ıts eat When they could not shake his Constancy they oranted
hım another Stay

VWhile thıs Wa going Brother Nicholas and his companıon
had een kept separated trom their spirıtual Father. The Orthodox
turned their attention NO LO them In dissemble JOY they told
them that the priest had already yıven In, renounced hıs former
ITOIS, had accepted the Ruthenian faıith and had already een
baptızed. He had also OFB oyalty LO the uke who, In turn, had
promised hlm rewards. hey should do the amne and consıder
theır eternal welfare. TIhe brave Japanese Lay Brother did NOot DayYy
an attention LO the promptings of the seducer and answered b
(( W hat Vou ell about mMaster and spirıtual Father AIl

nothing but lies. The whole world cCannot take trom the faıth of
Christ, which ave earned trom childhood 15 the Roman
Catholic faıth |f the Father has become apostate, he has
blasphemed fOI' the ast ten ca |f VYou really ell the truth, and
the Father 15 sti1] alive, bring hım ere before that Ca ear
the truth from hıs OW. lıps You do not produce hım, for surely he
mMUStT be dead VerYy o  V that could not aCCompany hım ın
death ave mMan Yy Ca during ıte l‘h) Here ecars

began LO choke hıs words and he saıd he did NnOot wish LO ear 10813218

The Ruthenlans wWeIec vVeIry disappointed at theır aılure. hey took
Brother Nicholas and his companıon LO the public SQUAaTE and be-
headed them before Father Melo s CYCS hey Dut the Brother’'s
head nto sack and showed ıt tOo Basıl Shuisk;3. TIhe bodies they
threw LO the dogs However, the dogs did not touch them. As these
dogs WT accustomed LO eat the bodies of condemned HI6 the
populace considered thıs cırcumstance bordering the MICrA-
culous. TIhe eaders of the Orthodox began, theretore, sa

ven the dogs abhor thıs cursed and excommunicated flesh 136).
ome Cerman and Polish traders wh wWEeTITe present finally obtained
perm1ss1on LO ınter the remaıns. hey placed markers the aVC,

they hoped time would COINE when ıt would be venerated.
Father Nicholas W as Ailled with holy JOYV when he heard of the
triıuumph of hiıs LW  €) servants. He spe almost another yYCalr ın the
prison of the ame town

185) (GGOUVEA, cıt fo 237
186) (GGOUVEA, cıt fol 23V
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Meanwhile complicated cıviıl WarTr W as ıIn Iso Ba31l
Shuiski's usurpatıon had popular SUuPpPpOTT. TIhe rısıng class of
small andlords had 110 INOTE infÄuence than the boyars. Stil] INOTE

dangerous tor Basıl wWEeIc the Cossacks and the fugitive serfs. One
of the serts started socıal uprısıng ın the south. In the mıdst of thıs
urmo:1l appeared another pretender W]‚'IO claiımed LO be the real
Demetrius. Although hıs ımposture Wa Sil! HIO0 evıdent than that
of the hirst Pseudo-Demetrius, he succeeded ın recrultıng
Polish adventurers and ın June 1610 he established Ca p ear

Tushino, whither the ambitious Marina hastened LO acknowledge
hım her husband. FOI‘ brief period thiıs second False Demetrius
held the throne. In December 1610 he W as murdered, and Marina,
agaın wıdow, withdrew to Astrakhan, C1lty which had always
shown devotion LO the of her husband. W;ith her traveled
Francıscan friar wh Wa her COI'IfCSSOI‘, and Man Y of the Latin
atholics who had [0)8091> with her trom Poland. On the Wa sh.
passed hrough Nıshni1ı Novgorod where she earned of Father MCIO IS

whImprısonment and obtaıned hıs release through ofhcier 137)
had served ONn of her late husband’s colonels.

Death In Astrakhan

hus Father Nicholas elo EDl LO Jo1n Marina s entou-

rag 138) He found Z00d companıon ıIn her conftessor, with whom
he recited the Divine fice In Astrakhan they wWele joıned by the
Carmelite, Father John I haddeus of St Eliseus, who had een sent

the European COUTFTTS by Shah Abbas and wh had remaıned
stranded ın the mıdst of the Russian wars TIhe three prlests 11ved
far poss1ible the COININONMN 1fe of the cloister. TIhe Augustinian

According LO PINHEIRO, cıt 454 the aIne of thıs olonel W as Juan
artıno. hus Iso Maigretius, cıt 180 ((( Marına hat ll'll"l AU: dem zweıten
Gefängnis gebracht. Als lhl' (Giatte LOL WAaäaT, hat sS1e ihren Wunsch dem Obristen
Joannes Martino iıhres Gemahls geoffenbart. [ )ieser hat den Gefangenen befreit )ı.

138) armelıites ıIn Persia, has that Melo W as alive at Astrakhan October ]
1611, tor that date he signed ıtness the document which testihed the
ill-treatment Father John I haddeus ha uffered at the hancls of the (iovernor at

Astrakhan. hıs document g1lves greater weight tO Gouvea, who, cıt fo 20r
assıgns St Andrew’s Day 610 the death day of Brother Nicholas T RIGAULT,

cıt 290 (CASTRO, cıt 246 PEREZ, cıt 69, have 611 INHEIRO,
cıt 452 has December 31 1611
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W as especılally gratified by the opportunıty to CNSDALEC ONC®e INOIE

1n priestly work. TIhe [{Isarına s aunt, Barbara de Casanosk 159 had
accompanıed her from Poland Father elo embued her with
love for the Augustinıan Wa of ıfe received her ınto the Augusti-
nıan Thırd Order an clothed her ın the habıit of the Order W hen
the { sarına erected HG Oratory ın her residence dedicated LO

Our Lady of Mount Carmel Father elo saıd the first Mass 1ın this
chapel the teast of St Augustine 1613

In the 898 1> VYCal Michael Romanov, with enough backıng to

o1ve swaggerıng SSUTAaNC much INOIEC I1MOrous a W as PIO-
claiımed the He {Isar. hiıs meant the beginning of 1N1e dynasty.
And ıt mMeant the en of Marina and her three-year-old SsSo the
I sarevich. Michael’s regıments could TIG her cossacks, which
they dıd ın year s time. As OOIl Marina had become
that her supporters could NOTt hold OUut much longer, che proposed
that ONn LW of the Fathers should LO Persia 140 beg help
from the Shah Both priıests excused themselves sayıng that ıt Wa  N

NOL PTroODECI to leave her alone. She however, insisted and Wh en
Father John IThaddeus had een selected, Father 610 took leave
of hım and DgaVCl him OINC etters and recommendations tor the
Augustinıans at stahan. Father COUVCB. relates

fIo he ent long report of Al he had suffered, also
prayerbook, Just ıf he NEeW beforehand that would ave LO

ouard them relics of martyr 1r1]).
OOoN after the Carmelite had departed the emissarıles of Michael

Romanov caught with Marına and imprisoned her ON they
Dut her to death either by hangıng by drownıng, and they hanged
also her So the last pretencler LO the throne. W hen the henchmen
stormed the palace of the Duchess, they found Father elo there.
1 ogether with arına s aunt he W as thrown ınto prıson, and shortly
afterwards they both WEOEIC condemned death

Towards the end of 1614 early ın 1615 1 12) the sentence W as

1351) hlS armne 1S obviously misspelled. |t W as impossible LO verif y ıt SUuß-

gested spelling mMa Yy be Kazanowska.
L 10) According LO HIRSCHBERG, Maryna Mniszchowna (Lwow 1906 334 the

PUrpOSC of hıs 1ssıon W as LO promıse t[O the Shah Astrakha ın exchange tor

help
l«ll) (SOUVEA, cıt fo 28

SAN GUSTIN, cıt 544 CASTRO, cıt 247 PEREZ, cıt 29,
gıve November @ 1616 the date of Melo’s death Diogo HARBOSA ACHADO,
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carrıed out Lady Rarbara went LO the place of burning laden with
chaıns. Behind her walked Father Melo, strıpped of all hıs clothes

LO sufter much possible from shame and cold In hlS
hands he carrıed wooden crucihx, he had one when the hire
W as made ready aTt Nishni Novgorod. In hıs LO the publıc
SUUaTC where the hre already raged, he W as much cursed and
beaten. hen while the crowd delighted 1n the cruel] spectacle,
the soldiers ast the LW  @©} lıving bodies ınto the flames. Father
Nicholas Melo’'s last words WOIC CIYy LO the Mother of God 143)

Was Father elo truly martyr Whıle hıs Arst arrest Ca be
attrıbuted LO the Lanl of Sherley, there C: be lıttle doubt that
after his release trom Solovetski 1ın 1606 the hatred of Al things
Latin, which tollowed upONn the Polish invasıon, played ıts part 144)

cıt 88| 495 and MANOEL DA ÄAÄVE MARIA, cıt 294 ave January Z 1616
BIA 375 has January 1615 Ihe Liber Defunctorum of the monastery of
the Holy Child ebu SaVyYS he W as martyred ın 1615 hlS 1S Iso the opınıon
of (GRIJALVA, cıt 609 a} princ1ıp10 de ano 16515 » ] RIGAULT, cıt 2972
((( B ın unc 1614 quod incıderiıt uUuU1C l10c0 studio est reservata

We Ca safely AaSSUuIMNeE that the martyrdom of Father Melo took place either ate
ın 1614 ın the early part of 1615 John I haddeus ett Astrakhan October 28,
1613 (cf cıt App saındo de Astracam dla dos Apostolos Simao
Judas 1613 ») According LO HIRSCHBERG, cıt 334 Marina W as taken 1ın bonds
C Moscow ıIn July 1614 (GGOUVEA, cıt tol 297 hat Father Melo’s 1mMpr1-
SONMENT at Astrakha W as only of short duration. In August 1615 z Persian
merchants returnıng trom Astrakhan brought CWS5 of Father Melo’s death IO

Isftahan (ef John ] HADDEUS, MS cıt App |) Siıcardo s tatement, cıt 24, that
Melo uffered (C e] 3  5 de Agusto 1615 » INa Y have ıts orıgın ın John IThaddeus’
report. Considering the traveling conditions ot the tiıme, IN UST allow at least
S1X months tor the retiurn rp of the merchants (John IThaddeus took about S1X,
arrıvıng at sfahan the SV  } oft Pentecost 614 (Carmelites of Persia, 197)
ROSss, cıt ZZ followed by MENDES 02 O cıt 314 g1ve 1613 the ycCar
oft Melo’s death Michael Romanov haı been proclaimed {Isar February Z1, 1613
Making due allowance tor arın y being SCNtTL LO Astrakhan and th following
imprisonment of Melao, albeit short‚ ıt 1S hard LO accept 1613 the yVeCar of Melo’s
death

14.‘!) MAIGRETIUS, Cit,. 199 (C |)iese Geschichte wurde bestätigt durch ıne
Handschrift dCS Melo deren etliche eın Jüngling VO Antorff AaAU: Moscovıa ın
eınem holländische Schift heimkehrend mitgebracht. Eır hat S1e einem Dom1—
nıkaner übergeben und dem ehrwürdigen (Giratiano Au UuUNnSEeICeIN Konvente,
dieser dem Erzherzog und der dem Kaiser Rudolph zugeschickt ».

lil) In order NOL tO mislead ıt mMust be stated that the hatred of the Latıns
W as not only the result of the Polish ınvasıon ın connectlion ıth the change ot
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On Solovetski and at Nishni Novgorod he proved his readiness LO
dıe tor the Church of Christ. In 1610 he Wa  N ready his LW

cCompanıons LO lay down his ıfe rather than apostatıze and long
betore he could ave attaiıned reedom by accepting the orthodox
faıth To ave remaıned loyal LO the See of Peter ın conditions
these three ‚1061> dıd where they had LO endure harrowing sacrıfıce,
and NnOot only ere there 1ın isolated instances, but constantly,
almost VerYy OUr of the day sacrıfıce, IN  9 borne by —

weakened ın body and spırıt, Cut off trom the fellowship of the
members of theiır ÖOrder and BVn the whole Catholic world this
demands heroic fortitude. It ma be that the LrOODS of Michael
Romanov arrested hım at Astrakhan much tor hıs assoc1ıatıon
with the Polish { sarına for hıs Catholic faıth However, hıs death
Wa  N NnOoTL that of polıtical crimınal, else he would ave een put
Out of the Wa quickly ıke Marina and the I sarevitch. Father Melo s
very death by fire, accompanie by humıiliating nakedness, 15 wıtness
LO the tact that he Wa  N martyred tor the amne TEAasSOoNM tor which he
had suftered imprisonment fOI' mMan y ca and f01' which he had
een ready LO die the PYIE of Nishni Novgorod. |£ could
discern trace of worldly ambition INn hım 145)‚ ıt certaınly Wa  N

purged aWAaV Dy the trials and humiliations of mMan y Ca (n
the m1ss1ıon held 1n the Philippines, ell during the ca of
imprisonment, Father elo did NnOot seek worldly advantage and
acknowledgment. What sustaiıned hım there Wa  N nothing but the
hope of od’s reward ın heaven. Earthly fame aIne LO hım only
atfter death AÄAs early 1643 hıs heroı1sm Wa  N the theme of drama
played at Brussels 146) and hıs deeds VLG preserved ın Man y bio-
graphies.

Concluding and summıng (3 SI wiıth Father Gouvea
Although there must be man y wh excel h1m 1ın glory, do

ussia’s Alttitude towards Union ıth Romethe dynasty. K.ONCEVICIUS,
(Washington 1927 makes ıt very plain hat c«the usslıan hostility toward the
|atıns ha at tiıme diminished but, the COntrary, ha steadily until
110 |under Ivan the Terrible| ıt W: at ıts height, and the VeELYy aIlle of Lafin
Catholic W as anathema LO the KRusslans. hey believed the Latın Church W as

without unıty and divided ınto Man Yy seCcts, and the Pope they designated the
Anti-Christ ; VE However. the Polish ınvasıon intensihed hıs attitude.

l45) See otfe

L 1o) EBJA 377
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NnOot believe that there aTre Man Y wh SUrpass hım 1ın the punishments
he suffered and the severıty of his martyrdom, especılally ıf take
nto consıderatıion ıts detaıiıls such the long SDaln of time he suf-
fered which W as about | ca  9 his advanced ApC, which
approached seventy, an the number and varlıety of the Oorments 1ın
question 147

Arnulf HARTMANN,

Augustinian Hıistorical Institute
New ork

(1o be continued).

ı (GOUVEA, cıt fo 5 LO qUuU€E ahırmo C: qU«E auUungqu«eC deva VCI

muchos que le excedan gylorıa, 160O qUEC pueden SCT muchos IOS qU«EC le
ayan aventajado la PCNa r1gor de martirıo, pensadas las cırcunstancıas del,
COINO SO la prolixidad de tiıempo qU€E padecio, qQU«EC fueron de diez Sse1s
anos, edad qUueE llegava los setenta, la multidud varıedad de tormen(Tos,
de QqUE rata | K


