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CHAPTER

The Position of Alonso de la era Cruz iın the Conflict

His leadershifp on the Religious

In the ast chapter ave already CcCCMN something of the DOSI-
tıon of Fray Alonso ıIn the disputes between the relig10us and +hie
Hierarchy, especially represented by the Bishops of Mex1co City
an: Michoacän, Alonso de Montüfar and Vasco de Quiroga. In al
the conferences held by the religious Veera Cruz Wa  N hand either

maJor SUperTI0T Competent and rusted adv1isor he W as also
member of the cCommıssıon t+hat went LO Spain ıIn 1562 his PTEC-

SeNtT chap-ter 11 ShOW that Vera Cruz wWas the chief spokesman of
the friars and, along with hıs friend the Franciscan Juan Focher, he
Wa  N the authority upDOonN whom the religio0us relied f01' the CIC fCII‘SC of
their posıtion 402) Although both INe enjoyed equal promınence

See Augustiniana, - 241-267, 262-.399
402) E.GADA, cıtl., Both INe WerTEe earned In theology and law

and both wrolte around the sSaImne time, that 1s, between 1.555 and 1570 Although,
ın fact, Vera Cruz wrote tew earlier than Focher and they wWeCIC lose
friends, Fr L,gana poınts Out that there 1S evidence indicate that Focher
depended upon Vera Cruz An in the question of the theory of the Royal
Vicariate, F,gana calls Focher the father o the theory because his WO\'kS WeTlIitc

published, while the wriıtings of Vera Cruz that subject WT nOo  Z The 16eAS0ON

why they wWelIe not published 1l appCaI later ın thıs chapter,
On Juan Focher, ct CGARC:  1A |ICAZBALCETA, Biografias, IL, 248
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tor their Wwrılıngs the question of privileges, Vera Cruz provided
greater leadership by 1GCason of the tact that he LWI1IC®€e he  AA the office
of 8102 (1 and 557-60) during the development of
these disputes, and he wWas the mMOSL outstandıng professor at the
University of Mexico at that mMmoOoment For his share the business.
Fray Alonso especially earned the attention and OoOPppOSILLON of
Archbishop Montüfar, ho, shall SCeC, cited hım before the
Inquisition ı Spain.

TIhe widespread infÄiluence of Viera CTLIZ wWas exercised through
his lectures the University, his published work the Sacrament
of Matrimony, Speculum Coniugiorum and his LW.: unpublished
works, Relectio de decimis and Apologia PTro religiosis The last
mentioned, SCVECN though K V put NnLio Was widely circulated
{9)  p S4 the IN1ISS10ONarl1es o# Mexico403). T hese last LW: works partı-
cular weTrie complete and unconditional denı1a]l of the episcopal
authority LO interfere an Wa the work of the relig10us orders
T'hey iıllustrate the mentality of thıe religious and explain why the
friars wWweIe independent and UNCOMPTOM1ISINS their relations
with the Hierachy Another similar but much later WwTr1L0ne by Vera
Cruz the long letter he sent LO Domingo de Salazar, rst Bishop

Mamla 1583 his letter reply LO Oll: SeNTt by the Bishop
deftense and explanation of the nrivileges off the relig10us ] +

tOO enjoyed wide circulation and Ca be ftound incorporated
number of chronicles 40-1) Ihe fact +hat Bıshop Salazar wh: W as

Dominican, addressed hlS appeal LO Fray Alonso galn testifies LO the
promınent s  on of Veera Cruz ancl the confidence placed ı his

He himself tells [e)88 of the above works why he took 1L

uDONM himself LO become engaged these disputes 405) He saı1dch that
while he dıd Nn OT consider himself authority, he believed himself

408) (GARCiA [CAZBALCETA Bibliografia, 86 87 He quotes RIJALVA fo] 188 v
404 JUAN FRANCISCO SAN NTONIO Chrönicas de la apostolica TOVINCIA de

Gregorio de religiosos descalzos de Francisco las islas Philipinas,
China, Japon eic., art Sampaloc Manıla 1738 88| chap 111

He reters Vera Cruz raculo de Mexico He mMmenL0ons that thıs letter Ca

Iso be tound the chronicles o the Augustinians Gaspar de San Agustin and
Sicardo and the Franciscan Juan Bautista Another CODY to be found the
chronicle of Pablo Beaumont

405) of the corija| Library TI he ast part Declaratio clementinae
religios: de privilegiis, fols 769 269v
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qualified LO wriıte about these vexXIng quest10ons. He did 1t se7l-

V1C€e LO his ellow-missionaries, mMoOost of whom had not either the time
the an for such studies. In regard LO hıs qualifications, Vera

Cruz said that while he Was chiefly professor of theology, he wWwWas

N OL entirely unskilled 1n a1rıon law 406) He mentioned the fact
that he had een rained 1ın law at Salamanca, and SINCe that tiıme
he had stucied anonmn law diligently. his apology by Fray Alonso
W as5 hardly NECESSAaATY, however, for hıs ability Was universally
recognized, 6 VCMN by the bishops, al least until he became engaged
1n these disputes. Wee have already SCcCIl the disparagıng temarks
of Bishop Quiroga, tormer acmirer of Vera Cruz

Betfore expounding the princıipal opınlons of Vera Cruz, few
words ought be saıd of the wriıtings from which they are taken.
TIhe Speculum Coniugiorum has alreadıy een fully described In
chapter +hree. Ihe other printed SOULCE.,; the long letter, /

folio, addressed LO Bishop Salazar of Mamla, Wa  CN wrıtten
Feb | 1583 407)' In his introduction, Vera (ruz spoke of letter
sent LO hım by the Bishop, askıng tor advice 1ın the problems he had
encountered with the friars. Fray Alonso expressed surprıse and
regret at the change the mitre had made ıIn wh Was formerly

earned, relig10us and xood-natured. He then set Out to explain
the Varıous privileges granted the religious by the Popes O V 6I t+he
Previous 200 ca fOI' the conversion O\f the inhfidels. At t+he end of
the letter, after thoroughly expounding the extens1ive faculties of the
r-e1igious‚ Vera TUZ offered thıe Bishop the small consolation of
sayınz that the Bishop ought LO approve the privileges and thus
accept the friars hıs coadjutors. Fray Alonso also old hım +hat
he always had the authority LO step ın In an extraordinary CIrCcum-
stance where the Zx00d of thıe Gospel might be in danger rather
ag authority al est

Most ımportant of ll for this present subject A1l'C the z unpDuUu-
blished works of Alonso de la Vera Cruz £tound 1ın manuscrıpt of
the library of the Fscorial monastery 08) Although both works aTrTe

tound together 1n the AIl manuscrıpt, they WECIEC nOot wrıtten at the
AIlle time. TIhe fırst Dart, treatıise tithes, has the following title
Relectio de decimis habita In scholis nublice In uniıwersitate mexicana

A.06) Ibid Jurıs pontificı NO!] SU. Oomnıno Jjejunus ; W

407) Supra, note 404
«AUS) Ct OUr Introduction.
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magistro Alonso ab eodem edita Anno 1555 udging trom +his
title, ıt aPDPCaIs that, while Vera Cruz composed thıs treatıse
complete work 1n 1555 he had already lectured thiıs materijal iın
the unıversıity, perhaps for OIN€E ca previously. I he COD'Y that
ave today Wa  N edited by Fray Alonso shortly betore he sent ıt LO

Spain be published In :3  Z his 15 evident from the fact that ın
OINC places, fol 18v, ftor example, he has scratched Out the word

LE,mperor and wriıtten ın Kıng » Emperor Charles had abdi-
cated ın 1256 leavıng Philip | as King of Spain. TIhe treatıse COIN-

taıns twenty-fhive questions developed ıIn the typical scholastic style.
hey TEa of the natiure of tithes, of +hose who al bound LO DaY
them, and of those wh Ca rightly rTeCelIve them. Questions 23 and

aTre of specıial interest because they speak of the obligations and
authority of bishops and religi0us ıIn the Spanish m1ss10Ns 409). his
work 15 composed In much abbreviated |_atın with occasional

1ın Spanish ; the hand 15 not that of Vera Cruz, but the
marginal nOoti€es and corrections are his The introduction 15 addressed
LO Philip and dated Jan 1560 ıIn Mexico City 41 0) Vera Cruz
appealed the Kıng patron and rotector of the Indies LO solve
the dispute OVEeT tithes and protect the interests of the neophyte
ndians.

Ihe second part of the Escorjal manuscrı1pt 15 titled Anpologia
Dpro religiosis trıum ordinum mendicantium, habitantibus In OUGa his-
panıa. It contaıns five parts,the rst four of which are compilation
of and CoOomMmMenNntary the privileges of religious. Fray Alonso eft

sStoONne unturne« In hiıs eftorts LO establish the mM OStT extens1ıve
faculties Z he has liste.d thirty-four distinct papal privileges, beginning

far back Pope Gregory | In the early |3th CENTUTY. The Aifth
Dpart, Declaratio SC exposıtio clementinae religiosi de Hrivilegiis,

cCommen(tary AdNnON issued by Pope Clement ın the Council
of Vienne, | 305 411)_ his anoOnN, which imposed SCVEIC restrictions

409 Question 23 Utrum eplscop| eneantur providere de curatıs.
Question Utrum religios] sınt curatı.

410) Fscorijal 111-K-6, fols DE E  V11-1X,
41l) Ihe text of the be C661 ın Corpus Juris CanonNn1CI, edited by

Aemilius Friedberg (Leipzig, -  Y IL, 11  R Clementinarum, L Tit VII,
de privilegiis et excessibus privilegistorum, Ca

Another section of the Apologia 18 mentioned by Santiago Vela BIA, VIIL,
169-170 Ihe tıtle 1sS * Questio de commıssarıo faciente testamentum fDrO defuncto

ab intestato |t 1s nOot included 1ın the Eiscorial MS
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and penalties relig10us ın the use of privileges tor the admıinistra-
tion of the sacraments, wWas a o  V LO the triars ın Mexico and
threat employed by the bishops. number of t1imes the religious
had appealed LO the oly See for explicit revocatıon of +hıs
A 4l2) Vera Cruz, ın his CommMmMmentary, claimed that, not only Was

the P 091078! without force SINCe ıf antedated mM Oost of thie privileges, but
also 1t could be interpreted In such Wa +hat there Wa  D conflict
between the anon and the use of faculties grant-ed by the Holy See

thıe m1ss1ıonarıes In infıcdel lands TIhe anon specifies that religious
mMust ave special perm1ssıon of the pastor of parish before eXercC1-
SINg their privileges. ray Alonso maıintained +hat the mı1ıss10narıes
alreadıy had the NECESSAIVY perm1ıssıon SInCe their faculties ( from
the Pope, +he unıversal Pastor of the Church.

TIhe Anpologia Dro religiosis W as wrıtten during the pontificate
of aul quı DNUNC prıiımatum el Christi locum ın terr1ıs ene »‚

that 1S,; between 1555 and 1559 4].’;)' TIhe introduction, however, w as

added later, ın the reign of Pijus probably ar the time that Vera
Cruz edited the whole manuscript for publication, that 15,
| 560 414). his introduction 15 addressed the Council of the Indies
and contaıns appeal tor the approval of ll the privileges listed
1ın the Apologia. Vera Cruz called uDOoN the Counsil and the King
LO confirm the m1ıssıon of the relig10us and thus yuarantee the conti-
UuUanCcCce of the evangelization of the New World

At the beginning of the manuscrıpt there Are number of let
Lers which have already een mentioned ın OUT Introduction. They
are etters of approval zıven by Varıous CENSOTS LO whom the INanNnluU-

scrıpt Was submitted DreVIOUS LO publication. TIhe first O: 18 signed
by z  ®] Benedictines, Rodrigo cle Vadıiıllo and nton10 Hurtado, at
the Dr10ry of San Martin, Madrid Oet | 1562 Rodrigo W as COINN-

missioned CENSOT by the Council of the Indies. Hıis approval 18
unconditional, sayıngz that the LraCcts contained ın t+hıs folio Aare

VeETY earned, and vVEeEry profitable and catholic and INAaV be printed
without an scrup!e 415) the second letter, by t+he Augustinian

412) S, 325 tols 259-259 y Petition submitted LO the Pope and the Kıng
by the religious of Mexico, Cırca 15  Z

413) E,scorijal 111-K-6, fo 269v
414) Ibid., fol 80v Pius C quı Uunc {sic} ) . Pıus W: Pope from

1559 565
Allä) Ibid., fol « los tractados contenıdos sta hoja... SO mu

doctos, MUY provechosos catholicos pueden ımprimıiır SIN escrupulo
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Pedrto de lbarra, only the conclusion remaıns ıIn which he sa1ıd he
read the TAaC De decimis and found nothing agaılnst fa3th ortho-
doxy, but raised difficulty about the wording of m1ınor theolo-
gical poılnt 416) The third letter 15 of interest because ıt Was wrıtten
by the famous Augustinian literary figzure L.uis de Leön, aT Sala-
a  a, Nov 23 1561 TIhree pages of the letter AaAr m1ss1ıng, and the
z remaınıng ave en scratched OuL, probably because about
ten ca later U1Ss de eon Wa  CN accused before the Inquisition. His
lett-er‚ addressed LO Fray Alonso, mentions that he had read the
De decimis an Nas oreatly pleased. He rejoiced al havıng the OCCa-

10N wriıte LO Vera (’ruz and praised him for Z01Ng tOo Mexico LO

brineg wisdom the infıdels, and not LO gaın something tor VYO  -
self, such Man Y others do )) 417) He W:  CN happy, he saıd, LO
Vera (ruz writing LO combat t+he evil of peECcUN1ary bishops wh. seek
the Z00ds of thiıs world the detriment off the people.

At thie VEIYV beginnıing of the manuscrı1ıpt there 15 included t+he
letter of the printer, Andrea de Portonariis, seeking the royal permı1s-
S10N LO prıint the La De decimis within ten ca He wrote ıcl
Madrid Jan 1562 Although hie did N OL speak of the Apologia 970
religiosis, ı+ 15 certaın that Vra CTLIZ ntended publish both works.
In the last Dart of the Anpologia he has wrıtten margınal ote direc-
ting the printer LO include the full TtexXTt of the Clementine anon de
privilegiis 418) But the ftact 15 that, despite Al the evident preparatıon
and the approval of thıe CENSOTS, Dart of this manuscr1pt Was

published. Fray Alonso had proposed LO publish Compendium
Privilegiorum with the hrst edition o# his Speculum Coniugiorum In
1556 The Compendium 1s mentioned the title but it 1s nOot

be tound either In that edition arn other of the Speculum 419) }

4lß) [bid., fo! V1. The difficulty, about the OWECIS of INa atter the Fall, 18
nOot pertinent ere

417) Ibid., fols 1X VEeTrTSUS ( NO ut ıpse S SUam augeres, ut pluribus x

(lfl) Ibid., tol 269 Only the beginning of the 1S gıven ıIn the text ıt
stands.

419) TIhe 1556 edition Was consulted through the kindness o# Dr Cas
taneda of the of Texas. Ihe title Payec Ca be SC 1ın SANTIAGO VELA, BIA,
VIII, 166 his Compendium privilegiorum 1S nNOot be confuse: ith the Appendix
published ıth the 572 edition of the Speculum. On this Appendix, ct RrTra,
chap. a  111.

I he 100 tolio privileges mentioned by STREIT, Cit.. E 105, 1Ss
probably nothing other than the Arst z parts of the Apologia. TIhe SaAarmne thing
18 gıven by CGARC:  1A [CAZBALCETA, Bibliografia, 86-87 In this Case ıt 1S
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W.hat 15 the 1CaAasOI why these works W© ecve DUL nto print The
MmMOSsT likely explanation 15 that the publication Wa  CN deferred and
finally abandoned because of the explosive nature of these wTr1-
tings 20) When examıne SOI of the Op1n10Ns of Fray Alonso,

S  nall 7 e  (D that they WEI E highly controvers]al and Nnot without
deep shadıe of 1a5 The CENSOTS had approved them, but the CENSOTS

WT all relig10us ı'T 15 NOoT lıkely that they would havıe g1ven +heir
approval f they had een members of the diocesan clergy. urther
Tecason why the kscorijal manuscr1pt asS published 15 that after
the enewal of the privileges by Pius ın 12567 iıt wouldc have een
useless LO throw eXIra ue] the fire by publishing such CONLrOVET-
SE wrıtings.

|t remaıns only SaV few words about the style of thıs INanuU-

SCTIDE, We ave already noted that +he treatıise De decimis 15 COI1N-

posed In typical scholastic torm with arguments PTFO and Contra, COIN-

clusions and corollaries, ei  @] TIhe AIn 15 TU of large part of the
Apologia Joro religiosis. { he repetitiousness o# these z works 15
vVeEIYy notable, the ame 1CaÜasOo1nsSs Are g1ven \Q.V 61 and OVeT agaln. Some
of the arguments AI Cogent(T, but others aTre and ogratuıtous.
T hroughout ll 1t 18 quıte obvious that Fray Alonso 18 Out to defend
the religious M  y pomt, and he does not l‘€ ave hIS pPppOoNenNTt

inch to stand
We shall consıder Arst of al the theory of the Royal Vica-

riate 1t aD DCAIS 1n thıe wriıtings that have Just described 4.21).
Wee have SSECN In the last chapter the Man y and ExXteNs1Vve OoOWETIS
granted by the Popes LO the Kıings of Spain Patrons of the Indies.
Ihe King oft Spain, fulfiılling the commıssıon o1ven hım by the
oly 6, sent the religi0us of the mendicant OT CICI‘S evangelize
the newly-discovered lands and the mı1ıss1o0narıes WETE furnished
with Al the NECECSSATYV taculties by thie Holy See I he King, there-
fOI'C‚ W as kınd of ıntermediary between the Pope and the Church
1ın the NCW World To hım wWEeTIE referred a problems and difficul-
L1eS, whether of temporal spiriıtual nature. OomMe of the royal

obvious that Icazbalceta 1S merely listing the of the Apologia separate
works. C 1O0S. L I, and V

420) BIA, VIIL, 170
42\1) The theory of the « Royal Vicariate » ın the works of Vera Cruz has

already been thoroughly studied by F,gana 1n his work already cited. We shall
tollow the SamIne lines here, ıth SOINE additions about the offiıce of bishops, taken
trom the De decimis.
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DOWETS bordered upDOT +he spiritual sphere. Could it be possible
LO Sa Vy that the King enjoyed delegation from thie Pope ın the strict
ET +hat 15, V1ICAarlous spiritual POWECIS hat ultimately Was +he
question that presented itself To the mind of Alonso de la Vera Cruz
|$ SOMEe such delegation could be rightly assiıgned t+he King, 1CaA-

soned Vera CCTruz, then the royal authority WOUld supercede that of
the bishops and‚ ONncCe the King hıac gıven hıs approval LO +hie reli-
2]0US orders, the bishops would Aave neither right 1LOT authority
interfere. |et SC  @' how Vera Cruz treated +his quest1ion. Weie
shall Z1Ve composite pıcture of his dea of the Royal Vicariate
by quoting directly trom hıs writings.

Ihe Catholic Kıings of Spain, the ograndparents of Philip
WEeTIe commissioned by Pope Alexander and thus| designated
his delegates, that the Carec of the workers LO be sent |to the New
World| Was committed to them under precept 422)‘ | The right of +he
Pope do 1S based the fact that he 1S the unıversal Pastor of
the Church and| Just all +hie faithful are actually subject him

the infıdels |are hıs subjects| In tnotentia. IIn order, therefore, to
realize his authority, the Pope chose the Kings of Spain | legates
and cCommıssarıes LO CONVeEert the 190 world tOo the fajth And he had
the o  C to donate LO them rule and dominion for that PUrpose, and
thus commıssıon them LO ave the CI O of sending worthy miınısters
ancl preachers LO a OUtTt [the conversıion | 423) AÄAnd thus ıt 15 that
such |ministers] AT  ® sent iımmediately by the Supreme Pontift,
they aTr  ' sent by the kings themselves, LO whom [this obligation]| 1s
not only committed immediately, but ıt 185 enjoıned them under
obedience... And through thıs INanneT of CONCess1IoON 1t 1S granted
LO the kıngs +hat they Ca dispose of minısters and of all other things
which AT  @} NECESSATV LO the aforementioned work, f01' tO Wh0 m the
princıpal 18 committed the aCCESSOTV 1 also commiuitted. .. Hence the
King by virtue of thıs CONCessioON Ca  . dispose and de clare that only
the religious an others a1 e the mınısters of the Indians. AÄAnd with-
out an scruple he Ca:  - intrucde hımself, ordainiıng that where the
religio0us AI living, other secular clerics INa be assigned, and

422) Fscorial 11-K-6 De ecimis, to ıu ((( velut delegati ejusdem declarati
qUuUo operarıorum miıssendorum CUTa subh comıssa e1sS sıt ‚ S The
ın brackets and the iıtalics aie added by the present wriıter. Ihe SsAaIne 111 be
trTue of the subsequent quotations.

428) bg Declaratio clementinae, tol 285v ut ctiu subsint el fideles
et potentla infideles.. ((( ın egatos et COmMmM1SSAT108 PTO OVO rbe ad fidem COMN-

vertendo. Atque potuit e1s 1° 4 et dominia donare ad hunc nem el Consequenter
e1s ınJungere ut 1ps] haberent mittendi praedicatores et mınıstros iıdoneos ad
ıd peragendum »
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they alone INa administer the Sacraments the newly-converted,
and buijld houses and monaster1es for their permanent habitation,

f0 T temporar' dwelling, without an other CONCess1on,
permi1ssıon of the bishop, and Vn ıf |the bishop| 18 opposed... Ihe
King hımselft handles disposes this atter, {} t+he Pope himsel}f
wWEeTrTe disposing and commandıng. Consequently, the King, ell

the Viceroy, wh: takes the place of the Kıng, 0€s not Lransgress
the limits of hıs [6)  . by Z1ving royal orders LO the religi0us.

Since the Supreme Pontiff places such grea burden the
Kings, the PUTIDOSEC behind the CONCess10N an donation of the
kingdoms an domin1ions of the places above-mentioned, the Kings
t+hemselves (who aAIce bound under eternal damnation a  Yy out
|thıs burden|) AT the (0)81> wh. aATe obliged LO fulfill this duty, and

send industrious IN©N. Whence 1t 18 ‚eft LO them, and the desig-
natıng of mınısters for the CONVEersSION of the natıves and for the 1CEO-

phytes 18 especially and principally the duty of the Kings. The
bıshops then Aave only whatever |duty|] 18 assıgned LO t+hem by t+he
Kıng, unless the Supreme Pontif} (who has delegated the business
chiefly tO the Kings) should provide otherwise, but long the
Kıng 18 LNM charge, the bishops UTr relieved of obligation. And ıf 1t
should n ot be sufhciently cared tor by the Kıng, and he should torbid
the provıdıng of minısters other than the relig10us alone, the bishops
aTe without fault 424).

424) [bid., Apologia PTrOo religiosis, tol 157 ( et S1C perinde est quod tales mıiıt-
tantur pontifice iımmediate, vel miıttantur ab 1PS1s regibus, quibus iImme-
diate NO solum est cComm1ssum, se: sub obedientia e1s est ınJunctum...

Eit DEeTI hulus mod; concess1ionem est regıibus OoONCESSU ut possınt disponere
de miınıstrıs et de omnıbus alls qUa«c sequuntur ad praedictum OPDUS necessarıa,
Na CUul commuıttıitur principale commıssum est accessorıum... qua propter potest
virtute hulus CONCess10n1s, Rex disponere et declarare ut sol; religiosi sınt iındorum
mınıstrı et NO lı Et absque alıquo scrupulo potest ıntromıiıttere precipiendo,

ubiı sunt religlosi habitantes, ponantur l clerici seculares, 1ps1 soli
miıinıstrent Sacramenta novıter conversıs, edificent domos et monasterı1a PIO
S$SUÜ: habitatione, vel ad habitandum ad tempus, sıne aliqua lia COIMN-

cessione, vel licencia ep1scop1l, 1M0 1PSO contradicente.. 1pse L facit vel disponit
CIrca hoc, perinde est 81 ipge PapDa disponeret et mandaret. Fıx qUo talıs TeCX

Q U amı TOTEeX, qu!] vicem regıs gerıit, non transgrediuntur imites SUl potentie (sic)
dando SuUas ıtteras reglas DPro religiosis...

Cum Summus Pontitex tantum NnNUus regibus ımponat, ob Causam finalem CON-

cess10n1ıs et donatıonıs INn et dominiorum partıum uPpP' dictarum, 1ps1ı j°4
quı tenentur sub damnatione eterna ıd adimplere) sunt quibus incumbit hanc
prestare dilıgentiam, et tales miıttere VIros industrios. Quapropter otı hoc
lıctum est, et praecıpue principaliter mınıstrorum destinatio PTrO indigenis COIMN-

vertendis et PIO neophitis ad b° spectat. Eit ad eplscopos tantum quantum tunc

regla commıss.1ıone 1US tuerit ONCESSU. 181 SUIMMMUS pontifex (qui 1PS1s regibus
negotium praecıpue delegavit) alıud proviıdeat, E: tunc quamdiu providet FeX;
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Ihe difficulty arlses how the King, layman, Ca be the
delegate of the Pope and act ın the place of the Pope 1n sending
miınısters of the acraments. TIhe answel 1S that the authority
trom the Pope because he S] the rst and immediate prelate... In
decıiding the question ıt mMuUust be notec that when speaking about the
POWCI of the Kıing with regard those things that aTfre spiritual, there
18 t+woftfold consıderation. TIhe |views the King]| per under
the aspect off royal c  5 the other |regards hiım | under the aspect
of commıssıon delegation, and (: be called per accidens. Se
condly, ıt 15 be consiıdered that, regards the disposition of Sp1T1-
+ual things, the Supreme Pontiff C: hand OVel legation nOoL only LO
kıngs, but other laymen ell In thıs respect they Ca be called
his delegates V1ICAars | just bishop Call make layman his of
c1al provisor | 12.)).

|From thiıs ıt 15 concluded +hat the faculties of the religi0us COINE

from the Pope through the Kıng the faculties AI glven them by
the VEIVY tact 04f being sSent by the Kıing.| [+ will be false LO declare
that the permission of the kıngs 15 NnOL suthcient tor the administration
of the Sacraments, eCeUen excluding other privilege 42fi).

TOM thiıs, well from other In these writings, O:

&.8 draw four principal conclusions. |) Ihe Kıngs of Spain WEIC Z1-
V dominiıon O VE TI the lands ın the New World by the Pope actıng

Vicar of Christ and spiritual head of the worlc 2) Ihe PUTDOSC
behind the of dominıon W as the conversion of infidel peoples,
and thiıs duty WwWas imposed the Kıings under penalty of aV sS1INn.
3) I he Spanısh Kıngs had chosen the relig10us their agents 1ın
carryıng OoOut the convers1on, and 1ın doing the Kings WEeTC actıng

eplscop] sunt ab iımmunes. Et S] 11O. suthcienter sıt DECI provısum,
1PS1s fuerit iınterdictum provideant de aljıs mınıstrıs, SE solum de religiosis,

ep1scop1 manent sSıne culpa ; N

425) ]bid., Declaratio clementinae, tols 285-285v ( est prımus et immediatus
praelatus... PIOoO decisione questlon1s notandum est quod loquentes de reg1s potes_tate
cırca qUa«c sunt spiritualia, duplex consideratio est Una de ratıone reglae
potestatıs, alıa ratıone commM1ss10N1Ss SC delegationis, et qUae de PeI accidens die;
potest Secundum est considerandum quod qQqUO ad spifit\.ialium dispositionem
Summus Pontifex NO solum regibus, sed eti1am aljlis secularıbus legationem COIN-

ıttere potest Qui quod ad 113 possunt dicei ejJus delegati aut V1Carıl |Just d
bishop Ca make layman his _ provisor official ] ‚ A TIhe Provisor 1s kind of
lawyer who handles marrıage and other questions of law

428) [bid., tol 286v « erıt falsıum NCSALE licentiam 11O:| suthcere régum ın
administrandis sacramentiıs secluso IMnı lio privilegio »

It will be noted ere that the double negatıve (negare.. NO sufficere) apPCAarts
LO gz1ve positıve statement, but ıt 15 clear trom the ontext that Vera Cruz invteAn-dednegatıve.,
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per accidens V1ICAars delegates of the Pope himself. 4) The m1n1s-
Lry O(f the religi0us W as theretore both valıd AaAn licit because of their
cCOomMM1sSsSIiON from the Kıngs, and urther privilege aculty Wa's

NECESSaIY for the ordinary administration of the Sacraments. In the
mind of Alonso de la Vera Cruz, therefore, the royal appoıntment
of miınısters as all-sufficient. Juan Focher, his Franciscan cCoOontem-

POTaTrYy, however, Iso emphasized appoıntment by the religi0us
Provincıaals for the licıt admıinistration of the Sacraments l27)

1+ 15 evident from the above teachıing of Vera Cruz that he eft
place for the bishops and diocesan clergy ın the New Waorld He

removed from them ll responsibility and considered them strict-
1y secondary adjuncts LO the Spanish mıss10ns. hıs fact 15 CcCM ECEVEN

INOTE clearly ın the following conclusions taken from his treatıse
tithes 428 He Z1Vves twelve conclusions, of which the INOTEC ımportant
are the tollowing

Z) Where the miınısters of the Sacraments would be TNOIC bur-
den than help the faiıthful the bishops arl obliged not LO appoınt
them. Vera Cruz had 1n mind here the secular clergy whom he CONs!ı1-
dered unsuited f01' the M1SS10NS because they worked f01‘ specified
salary, and generally they could N OL speak the natıve languages.

4) W here the bishop has obligation LO choose, present CON-

Airm mınısters, he 1'18.S obligation LO provıde them his 18 the Case

In the Niew Waorld where the PrOoVviısıon of miınısters 185 1n the hands of
the Kıng and the Pope TIhe bishop, therefore, 15 absolved of Al
sponsibility, and of all fault 1n Case of neglect.

5) In such sıtuatlion, the bishop 18 obliged LO aCcCCcept the m1n1s-
Lers provided, CVEeN though they ar not curates, that 1S SaVY, eVECN

though they AI eXeEeMPptL religious, independent of the normal dioce-
Sa AÄAnd where the bishop has choice between those wh
work gratiıs the religi0us) and those wh work for salary secular
clergy), he 15 obliged LO prefer the tormer for the g0o0d of the faıthful
In conclusion eight Vera Z has stated that this obligation 1s ON oif
Justice.

/) |$ the appomtıng of salarıed cleric, CVEeN though he be other-
W1Se worthy, ©al removıngz miınısters wh. VCOC gratıs, the bishop
15 obliged to leave the gratıs minısters 1n DOSSESSION. nly when the

42’:‘) LE.GANA, CiH.,
428) Fscorial 111-K-6 De decimis, question 23 tols 63v-68
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latter ar'c unworthy INaYy they be replaced, f +hat Ca be done with-
Out scandal and disturbance.

Ihus, 1n t+he New World where the relig10us ar already
established, the bishop has obligation tO provide clerics. hat
duty rests solely in the hands of the Pope, an of the King ratıone
Juris patronatus. And the religi0us are be preferred because they
AI less burden the ndıans they AT also i9910)6> and
better qualified. his 18 the only suıtable arrangement ın OUT present
tiıme his reference LO OUT tiıme )) 15 O1l}: of Vera Cruz $avorıte
poınts. He W as nOoL permanently opposed to the Hierarchy, but he
believed +hat the Church ın the New Waorld N NOLT yetl ready for
regular diocesan organızatıon.

1 0) and | 1) W hen the relig10us wish tO IMOVE into village, the
bishop 18 obliged y1ve hıs permi1ss1on and SeVECN to TEINOVEC the SCCU-

lar prlest, ıf there 15 OIl there. TIhe bishop must do Eeven 1{ the
people AIl oppOossed LO the religious. In such CuDdeo, he mMust assert

hıs authority f01' the greater v00d of the faithful And ıf the bıshop
should OoODDOSC +he religi0us, he would be bound LO TeSLIOTEe the
faithful the salary paıd to +he cleric whom the relig10us wished
replace. his 15 ınstance of Vera Cruz’ one-sided approach.
Wh-ereas all along he has een denyıing authority the bishops,
ere he calls upDON +hem employ theır authority In favor of the

lig10uUs
|2) Since the King, 1n fulfılling hıs duty, has sent the religi0us

hıs miınısters, the bishops AI bound to accept them and SPONSOI
them. TIhe secular clergy ave neither the quantıty 1OTr thıe quality
do the work and they should Nn OL be permitted LO OINE tO the New
World al +he present time

his then, W äa  N Fray A l‘0'l‘l sSo % IS theory the far-reachıing DOW -
CIS of the King, and the CONSECQUENCE of those POWETS 1ın the eccle-
siastical se 1n the New World His approach 1S clear and logical,
though obviously biased in f8.VOI' of the religious orders. {t W as clear
tO hım that the Pope, employing the King of Spain, had established

certaın definite arrangement tor the conversion of the newly-disco-
VE I"C-d lands hat arrangement Wa  N perdure until the WOI'1( W as

tully completed. I he bishops, 1n the meantıme, W ET E obliged
along with +he arrangement VEn though their authority wWwWas thus
reduced LO +he barest mınımMuUum and they could not eXEercıse an CO1-

trol whatever OVer the religious. Wee notice that Vera Cruz, eVEN

though he assigned VETVY extensıve DOWETS TO the Kıng, wWas careful
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NO LO assızn spirıtual Jurisdiction In the strıict LO the Kıng
layman. Ihe King Was, 1n hıs CcConcept, the of the Pope and

hıs DEI accıdens V1Car delegate. He pOossessed his DOWECTS, NnOL

by 16AasSoN of an spiritual Jurisdiction, but simply Royal Patron
of the New World TIhe distinction, hOW-CVCI'‚ 15 fine oN“«e, and ıt
15 CasVYy LO SC  ® how later royalıst Jurists could rather easily step OVerTr

the 1ıne of distinction 1n developing the theory of the Royal Vica-
riate »

Vera Cruz himself Wa  n that hıs theory W as somewhat
novel and that not c woulc BIC 1 assıgnıng such
far-reaching authority LO +he Kıng ın spirıtual atiters In 1582 he
wWwWTrote the Kıng LO ask hım settle question of Jurisdiction 1n
the admıinistration o# the Sacraments 429) TIhe diocesan clergy clai-
med that the faculties of the religious applied only the ndians
and that, after I rent, < 501 marrıages contracted by Spanish DEISONS
betore relig10us priest who did nOL ave the permi1ssıon of t+he local
pastor wWEeTIeC invalid. hat obviously caused problem of COINN-

SCIENCE for both the religi0us and the Spanish laity. Fray Alonso
asked the Kıng LO declare the basıs of the Brief of 1USs +hat
the faculties of the relig10us WEeTE applicable f0 T al He told
HIS Majesty that, f he had aln scruples about makıng such decla
ratıon h13 OW authority, he should apply LO the Holy See Such
Was the extient LO which Vera Z pushed the POWEIS of Royal
Patronage. [t 1S N OL CaSV, In this instance, SC  ® the distinction be-
[Ween spiritual jurisdiction and the rights of Royal Patronage. his
letter indicates that probably not CVECN the Kıng himself would ave
een willing extend hlS autorıty far

the King wWas Nn OT willing LO push Fray Alonso’s theory ıts
ogical eXtiremes, (: easıly imagıne what the bishops 1n Mexico
thought of hıs wrıtings. It 1Ss surprıse LO ind that Archbishop
Montütfar submitted oINne of Vera Cruz‘ conclusions the INQuU1S1-
tiıon heretical, but shall let that point- Zzo for the momenz. {+t
18 sufhcient for the present LO SC that Fray Alonso had composed

unconditional defense of the rights of the religious by appealıng
the royal authority. His theory about the co-relative posıtion of

Kıing and relig10us orders helps explain why the triars WT

certaın and uncompromısıngz ın their conflicts with the Hierarchy. Hıs
approach W as, however, strictly one-sided, have already

4.29) CUEVAS, Historia de la Iglesia, 502-503 Taken trom I:
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indicated He Wa  N willing LO appeal the royal PDOWETS LO limit the
episcopal authority, but he did NOT allow those Sa 1I1lle royal POWECIS

interfere 1ın the internal affairs of the relig10us orders. In 1574 tor
example, he wrote LO the President of the Council of the Indies, Juan
de Ovando, LO complain of the 1955 regulations requirıng approval
by the Viceroy tor ll elections and appoıntments 1n the religious
orders 30) Vera Cruz saıd that these regulations constituted
unlawful interference 1ın the religi0us ıte and that they would g1ve
11se LO scandal]l and disturbance by offering unruly friars OoOPPOrLU-
nıty LO appeal outsıde authority agaınst the 311 of their super10rs.
Such 16ASONS AI clearly valıd, but at the 1 0981> tiıme Ol} must admıit
that Fray lonso’s O W theory the extent of royal authority could
be invoked agaınst hım Eere

We Lturn 11O LO another of the pomts of conflict between the
Hierarchy and the religi0us, namely the dispute about the rıght of
the religi0us decıde matrıman1al TIhe infÄuence of Vera
Cruz In thıs question Wa  N VEIVY grea S1nNCe the M OST widely-circulated
of hıs published wrıtings Wa  N book the anon law and moral
theology of matrımony, the Speculum conıugiorum 43 1) He Iso
spoke of thıs question In hıs wrıtings privileges. Fray Alonso
believed that the royal permi1ssıon Was sutficient for the ordinary
admıiniıstration of the Sacraments, SINCEe thie faculties employed ın
those Cırcumstances wWEeTITc granted by the Pope. But what about those
POWCIS which aTe normally reserved LO bishops, such dispensations
tor certaın impediments LO matrımony, and the judging of the valı-
diıty of marrıage already contracted. In order LO solve difficulties of
that natiure Vera Cruz appealed the privileges granted by the
Varlous Popes.

He maiıintaiıned that the relig10us, ECEVEN after the Councıil of
Irent, had greater OWECTS than Pastors By 164SONMN of the conhrma-
tiıon g1iven by 1USs 1n 156/7, they enjoyed the amne POWETS that
they had possessed before Irent. TI he religi0us ın the New World
ave by vıirtue of privilege something INOTE than Dastors tO whom

185 committed by the ordinarıes (bishops) 432). As example

480) Oet 1574, ın Mexico ıty (CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos,
Taken trom E Mexico 282

481) C the description of the Speculum conıugiorum, chap. 111

482) Speculum coniugiorum, Appendix, Habent religiosi ın OVO rbe
virtute privileg]] aliquid ultra mınıstros Parochos, quibus ab ordinariis comıssa

est »
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of +he greater faculties of the friars, Fray Alonso mentioned that
according LO { rent the pastor of place needed PETMISSION of the
bıshop tOo perform 991 tor transıent ETSONS TIhe religi0us,
however, already had faculties tor such frorn Popes Leo
and Adrian anıdcd they WCI'C confirmed by 1USs Sayıns that the

DETIMISSION of the ordinary of anyOoN«C Ise (is) WaYy
required 133)

As ftor jJudging IX Vera Cruz stated that by VIrIUE

of the privilege oranted by Adrıan t+he relig10us had POWETI both
fora contessors the internal torum and jJudges the external
He summarızed under eight conclusions the that could be
valıdly and icıtly handled by the triars 434)

Religious wh ave their faculties trom theır a]O SUPpeT1078
Ca awfully handle of the neophyte ndians determining
the statius of thw€if MaAarTlaYes and judging which the lawful husband
and witfe

Z) hey ( acdmonish and COTrrTrecCctit NS lıviıng concubinage
3) In of concubinage they C: awftfully separate such pPeCTI -

ONS ıf possible COrrect the IX
and 5) TIhe relig10us Ca DAass judgment the validity of INaTı-

r1ages nOot performed according LO the law of the Church
In the Case of INarnMagsXecs performed according LO the law of the

Church the relig1i0us GE  — Dass judgment the validity, ı$ they ave
the PETM1SS1ION o the bishop and if there ecclesiastical judge

the place his added Vera Cruz would be the normal arrange-
ment but V1ECW of the omnımoda )) of Adrian they ave far
INOTE EexieNsS1Ive OWEIS TIhe relig10us IN1SS1ONaTrT1es have, claimed
Vera Cruz the am e DPOWETIS the bishops themselves for handling
IX hey E  — therefore judge Al when they A1e

place far trom ecclesiastical tribunal And VenNn ıf there
trıbunal nearby, they Ca judge the themselves, f there aTe

LOO INanYy ftor the triıbunal LO take CaTre of Ihe privilege of Adrian
had specified +hat the religi0us MuUstT be forty miles from

episcopal seat before he (  . use faculties which AT normally
reserved bishop, but Pius V 9 his renewal of former privileges,
made specifications about distance.

-188) I!bid (C ordinarıi! vel alterius licentia INınıme requısıta » These
AT& not exactly the words of the Briet of FPıus but the the Samne

484) Speculum, art 88| chap Xx 1 327 334
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/) W here the relig10us ave the permi1ssıon of the bishop to C XCI -

1se theır privileges 1n the diocese, they Ca handle all with-
Out alX reservatıon.

Religious wh ave the office of ecclesiastical judge by ep1s-
copal appoıntment Al n Oot required LO usec nOtTary, oath-taking and
öther solemnities of a . tribunal long the truth 18 safeguarded.
TIhe [CASONN 185 avo1d ECXDENSEC for POOTI ndians.

With regard to matrımaon1a] iımpediments, Fray Alonso ma1ın-
taıned 1n hıs letter Bishop 5alazar t+hat the ma)Jor SUPENOFS of the
religious orders and their delegates could dispense trom al degrees
of affınity and consangunıty that Al NnOL prohibited by divine
natural law 435) He also stated that thıe aTrnee SUDET1O0TS could dispense
from the perpetual VO of chastity 36)

Such then WT the extens1ive faculties of the religious for the
acrament of matrımony. + 18 interesting LO nOotLe LOO that, with
regard LO other specıial faculties, Vera TUZ cıted the privilege of
Le0 which SaVvVC religi0us super1o0rs the [0)  c tO ordaın m1ınor
orders, confirm, and CONSECTALES altars and chalices ın places where
there Was bishop. Fray Alonso maiıntaıiıned urther that such facul-
tıes could be employed EeVEN within diocese ıf the bishop WEeEeTE

absent 437)_
Most vexıing of al ın this conflict between the Hierarchy and

the relig10us orders Wa  77 the question of tithes. 1t became kınd of
tocal poıint In which ll the other disputes converged. The bishops
WECTIEC of the opınıon that, $ tithes WEI'C collected, they would provide
the al fOI' overcomıng Man y ditficulties. The religio0us, the
other hand wh had eed of tithes, regarded them unmlıtı-
gated vil Actually, ON of the ecclesiastics 1ın Mexico had the
authority demand collect tithes because that rıght had been
Z]ven OVEeT LO the Spanısh King by the Holy See Although there W as

established system for dividing the tithes [9)  4 the Varlıous bene-
ficiaries, +he fact was that tithes had C VE been collected ın the New
World eXCEDT sporadically and ıIn imited Ca: 438)_ It had not been

c Vera Cruz Salazar, gıven by JUAN FRANCISCO SAN NTONIO, Ciıt.,
[, chap. e  V111, 569 Vera Cruz based this general privilege granted by

Innocent the Dominicans, contaiıned 1ın the Dominican Mare Magnum edited
at Kome, 556

486) ]bid., 572 hıs he based the Bul|l of Adrian
487) Ibid., 571
488) LETURIA, Felipe II el Pontificado, Ihe original system of division,
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possible LO collect them 1in the beginning, ar later because ıt
had een Customary for the royal TEeasSury LO Pay ecclesiastical

Oout of the tributes collected, and because the ndians WETE

P OOT, thıe King had VE pressed the collecting of tithes. But the
bishops WEeTIEC nOoTt cContent with that arrangement f*01' number of
T62a50115 and they began LO insıst upOon the eed of tithes.

TIhe King AT rst refused LO accede LO their wishes. In the begin-
nıngz of the sixteeenth CENLUTY, the royal orders always specified that
the COSst of building churches as LO be taken Out of the trıbutes and,
$ INOIC {9)  V should be needed LO Day the salariıes of ecclesiastics,
it Wa  N be covered by ralse In triıbutes 439) As the ECXDENSCS of
the Church In the New World began LO r1se, +hie King of Spain began
LO consıder the possibility of collecting tithes ftrom the increasıng
number of Christian Indians 440). Finally, ıIn 1544 Prince Philip 1SSU-:

order SaAyıng that the bishops WT C authorized LO exact tithes from
the ndians cattle, wheat and silk 441) TIhe religious, however,
WEeTrTe immediately opposed and they made known their opposition
/umärraga, then Bishop of Mexico City. So determined W as their
opposition that they SVECN preached tOo the Indians +hat they had NO
obligation to DaYy tithes SInCe they WEeTIC already supporting the rel‘  1-
Z10US wh: ministered LO them. In +hat WaV there began the long and
sometimes bıtter litigation OVEeT the question of tithes.

Juan de /umärraga, who W as gentle and prudent INan, had not

pushed the royal orcder 1ın VIECEW of the opposıtıon of the religi0us. But
when Alonso de Maontüfar, hıs SUCCESSOT, amne the CeNs, he
decided LO assert his rıg hts In spiıte of the opıinion. of “the religious.
One of the Ol"dCl'S issued after +he first provincial synod In 1555:c0m-
manded t+he collecting of tithes ın the £ull €711. from both Spanish
colonists an ndians 442) The Archbishop ard 1DSO facto )) CEN-
established 1n 1512, gwaVe the bishop and cathedral chapter one-fourth ach Iäter
system, established ın 1568 (cf 50) educed their <hare LO only one-sixth each

489) For example, c$ the order sent by the Emperor the royal audiencia,
Aug Z 1593 from Monzon. Puga, Provisiones, etc para el gobierno de la Nueva
Espana (Mexico, 563 facsimile edition, Madrid 1945) tols 88-88v

440) [bid., fo 02y Provisionary order sent by the Emperor trom Toledo
Fe 20, 1534. ıinstructing the audiencia institute tiıthes $ ıt can be‘ conven\i}ently
done

4—“.) [bid., fol 149 Prince Philip LO the audiencia, Aug 544 from Valla-
dolid

M) RIJALVA, Cit., Edad chap. A  XVI11,
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sure:of excommunıcatıon on-all wh. opposed the collecting of tithes.
hat hoöwever, wWas going beyond even the royal order of 1544 and
ıt mel with disapproval from the King Another royal O l'd!€l‘ w as

dispatched 1: 1557 the Audienc1ia suspending the INOVE madı by
Montüfar 443)_ In V1eW of the conflict that had arısen, +he King calle«d
tor complete report trom interested partıes about the eftect of
the original order of 1544 In the meantıme, the procedure Was LO

remaın the Sarmne ıt had ecen ın the time of Archbishop /umärraga.
Ome ca previously, 1n 1554, Montütar had wriıtten the

Council of the Indies LO sSLea hıs opınıon l11) He saıd that the system
whereby tithes WE made f01' by payments Out of the triıbutes
wWas N OL adequate. The tithes W CT absolutely Sa LO make ıt
possible establish sem1narıes ın Mexico, subsidize the Univer-
sıty, build hospitals and support the cathedral. Ihe religi0us, sa1d
Montüfar, wW6eTIE opposed because they envisioned the ultimate
destruction of their exclusive empıre ın the New World

TIhe religious, of COUTISeE, m. ad-e known their opınıon ‚e 1l
In reply LO the King s request for repOoTTL, the three orders sent

long letter 1n 1557 D1VINg theır arguments agaınst the collecting of
tithes 44a) TIhe princıpal objection, and ® that wWas repeated INany
t1mes In Vvarıous etters and reports by religious, as that +hie tiıthes
would be V“ scandal the Nn Christians. The friars explained
that they had always preached +hat the m1ıss10nNarıes wWeTlie iınterested
only ın the spirıtual weltare of the ndians and they WEEIC N OL seeking
an materijal gaın. If +he collecting of tithes WT begun, 1t would gZz1ve
the lie +heir preaching an make the Indians feel that they WEOIEC

being exploited religi0us grounds. TIhe relig10us had taugh»t the
natıves that by Dayıng the royal triıbutes they WCIE fulfılling their
obligation both State and Church. f th-ey NC begin LO preach
Iso the obligation of payıngz tithes, the friars would appCal deceptive
and INCICCHAaTr In the CYCS of the ndians. F urthermore, the natıves,
ın contributing the support of the relig10us who them, ave
already fulfilled their obligation LO SUuPpOrL the Church and her
mınısters. No other contribution could be justly Another

448) PUGA: 1}  3 tols 94v-195 Royal order of Aprıil |
dolid

557 trom Valla-
ICARD), Etudes el documents, 78-88

1S unsigned.
44.7) (GARCiA ICAZBALCETA, Nueva colecciön de documentos, 1-18 T his letter
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of the principal arguments of +he religious wWwWas that the Indians wWeTeE

LOO POOI LO o1ve tithes they simply did N'ot have the ea LO PaYy
Such WCIC the chief opinions of the friars, and Just Maontütar ha-
questioned the sıincer1ty of their arguments, they LOO attriıbuted bad
motives LO the bishops, sayıng that the Hierarchy WCIC seeking their
O W gyaın a I'l*d +hat of their clergy.

In veneral the civil authorities agreed with the relig10us,
employing much the 10001=> arguments 446). The collecting of tithes,
ıt wWas sald, Wa  CN sought by the bishops wh: envied the religious t+heir
high posıtıon ın the CYCS of the natıves, and by the encomenderos
wh WT obliged LO hand OVEI one-fourth of their TeNTS f01' ecclesia-
stical

hat W.as the background agaınst which Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz
wrote hıs treatıse De decimıiıs. In twenty-sıx questions he reviewed
VE aspect of the subject an pronounced VEerY strongly agaınst al
efftort af the collecting of tithes. Hıis treatmen of this matter w as

directly relateck LO the oOpIN10NSs royal authority. His ideas tithes
HOW from hiıs dea of the whole mıssıon organızatıon In the New
Woaorld. Since the sponsorıng of the Church w as committed by t+he
Popes LO the Kings of Spain, and S1INCe the Kings had chosen the
relig10us their mınısters, the natıves W CI C only obliged support
the relig10us. TIhe tithes would only beneht +he bishops and their
clergy, but the ndians had obligation LO the secular clergy wh.:
WeTIC not OoONn€es wh W CI C doimneg the evangelizing. Therefore,
there Was need tor tithes and the ndians could N OT be obliged
LO DaYy +hem. Furthermore, the contention of the bishops t+hat they
needed exXtra funds LO educate TINOTEC priıests as NOT ad re because
+he bishops had obligation LO provide clergy. hat duty lay ın the
hands of the Kıng ‘81‘0 Nne. The secular clergy would EeE1IVEC PUrTrDOSC

anywWaYy, contended Vera CCruz, because they WEeEeIC not qualified
do the work He also employed +he argumen(ts that the Hthes would
be scandal LO the Indians, and that they WETIC LOO POOI ear an
urther burdens. further argument Was that CUStOmM had
en built tor 1116 than ca agalnst the collecting of tithes.

In V1ECW of Fray Alonso s position of leadership, hıs TAC

De decimis doubtless wielded grea influence ; Archbishop

ldü) S Y tols 0-341v and 3472_.345v Iwo testimonials by the local civil
authorities speaking ın the aInle of the ndians. They aIile undated and werlie

probably wriıtten between DD b and 1560
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Montüfar singled ıt out special object of ecriticısm and condem-
natıon. On Jan 1258 he selected eighty-four conclusions from
thıs work and submitted them the Inqu1sıtion 1N: Spain worthy
of condemnation ; SOINE of them he abeled heresy 447  —— In his
introductory letter Maontütar described Vera Cruz work book
which might better be called defamatory agaınst +he Prelates
and Clergy of this ‘Fl world and of the whole Church )) 48) Fray
Alonso, he charged, ignored the Scripture 8.Ild the anons of the
Church, makıng laws Out of his OW head Ihe Archbishop saıd
he had submitted the eighty-four conclusions LO studied by
capable Dominican, Bartolome de Ledesma, wh assısted: In TawW-

Both he and MontüfarIng the accompanyıng crıt1ıcısms 19)
submitted the heretical and scandalous teachings of Vera TUZ LO be
condemned by the Inquisition.

Most of the controversıjal questions singled Out by Montüfar ave
already een discussed, but It 311 of ınterest LO SC  6 exactly what
pomts he considered heretical. [t 15 not hard LO ıimagıne which OPp1-
nıo0ns of Vera Cruz the Archbishop tound fault with, but 1 this
CONLrTrOVeEerSY LOO there Al ‚02880 sıgns of that pettiness and Darty
spirıt +hat have sSCcCcNMN before In on instance, tor example, the
argument L[UTNS upOoN the ınterpretation of insignificant word 450)_
In speakıng of the DOVvertLy of the Indians, Vera Cruz had sal +hat
they hardly had enough f01' the necessıties of 1fe and he sed the
term pPOVvertLy of state )) . Maontüfar ridicule the idea, sayıng that
NONE of the Indians, eXcept the chieftains, had an SLAie live

447) Archivo Naciona de Madrid Papeles de Inquilis1ıc1On, Leg 4437
ols |-2v contaın the introductory letter of Montüfar. Fols 319 contaın the CON-

clusions and crıtıcısms. Ihe manuscrı1ıpt 1S signed by Montüfar, Ledesma, and
Francisco de Z/ärate, nOtary apostolic.,

448) liıbro QqU«E meJor puede |lamar ibello iınfamatorio cConira los Pre
lados Cleregia de ste mundo de toda la Iglesia

449) Bartolome de Ledesma Wa born Nieva car LLedesma and entered the
Dominican Order at 5an Esteban In Salamanca, March 9: 1543 He W as brought
to Mexico by Montüfar and wWwWas his assıstant ın the Archdiocese tor twelve
He held the first Chair of 1 heology ın the University trom 1267 1572 He went
later Peru and occupied the SsSaIne chair the University of San Marcos. Atter
refusing the mıtre of Panama, he accepted that of OQaxaca ın Mexico 1ın 19583
He died In VeErYy high esteem ın 1604 and 18 known the author of famous
treatıse De justicia er Jure. ( + (JARCiA ICAZBALCETA, Biografias, 425-427

450) Archivo Nacional, Madrid Papeles de Inqu1sıcı10n. Leg 4427 CF
the crıticısm under conclusions 3, ö.l’ld Ihe word ıIn question 1s C estado » ,
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LO But the crıticısm itself 18 ridiculous tor 1t 18 clear that Vera Cruz
meant to speak only of the normal COsts of living, and nNot of the
Sof high station. In this amne crıticısm, Meontüfar claimed
that 1t Was the bishops wh WETE LOO DOOT LO live according their
atfe ın ıfe and, result, they were dying of hunger , Such
obvious exaggeratıons tend LO reduce the whole CONLrOversy LO the
poıint of absurdity.

Let take gylance a OINE of the specifıc criticısms made by
Montüfar and Ledesma. Ihe crıticısms AT e based the eighty-four
conclusions drawn ftrom Vera Cruz work. These conclusions
usually Are nOoTt taken verbatim ftrom the De decimis, but nevertheless
they accurately represent the opınıons of Fray Alonso 1451  —

In conclusion S1X Vera CT u7z claimed that ecclesiastic wh
1S already wealthy by the InCcCome of his benehce has right LO tithes
Ven though those trom whom he seeks them Ar e nOot ın eed of the
necessıiıties of ife Scandal however, mMust be avoided ıIn withhol-
ding the tithes. his saıd Montüfar, 1S heretica] because 1t 15 opposed
LO both natural and pontifıcal law As proof, he cıted the
of the New JT estament which stafe ecclesiastic s right to SUuPpPOTT
In reiurn tor his minıstry. Similarly, Vera TUZ maıntained, in COT1-
clusions SVECN and eight, that callous ecclesiastic who has KT E
tor the DOOT loses his right LO tıthes. His parıshioners are entitled to
retaın the tithes which 1ın this Ase Are really wed LO the DOOTF his
LOO 1s abeled heresy for the amne Trecasons above and because
ıt would be inJustice LO the other charitable WOT k‘S wh1ch depend

the payment of tithes.
Conclusions Lwenty-two LO entiy-seven CONCGEeTN Varıous aspectsof Vera Cruz opınlons about the authority and obligations of Kıngand bishops. He believec| that the Kıing of Spain Patron of the

New World had the obligation of looking after the evangelization
of the Indians, providing miıniısters and supporting the Church. He
maıntaıiıned that the Kıng Was bound LO Z1Vve that SUPPOTL C VECN ıf
ecclesiastical]c WEeEeTE N OL intended LO be included in the trı-
butes exacted from the natıves. his saıd Montüfar. wWas heresybecause 1t placed gratıs burden the King HIS obligation
Patron of the Indies did N OT require h1m LO DaYy the of

451) Ibid At the end of ach conclusion, the crıtics ave cited the place In
the De decimis from which the conclusion Upon consulting the original
text, ON finds hat sometımes the cıtations ATl not completely correct.
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churches and clergy, and therefore, the bishops stil] had their right
to collect tithes. Ihe Archbishop also denied Vera Cruz contention
-hat the bishops had obligation supply clergy and appomnt
pastors. Such responsibility, saıd Montütfar, could nOotL fairly be
placed the royal shoulders, and the opınıon of Fray Alonso wWwWas

con(tra LO +he nature and authority of the episcopal office
Vera Cruz also denied, In conclus:ons thırty LO thirty-eight, that

the ndians bound TO SUuPpPOTL the CANnonNnNs and contribute IO the
cathedral church. Such mMuUust COINE from the rents Dossessed
by the cathedral; and 110 extra tribute INa be justly exacted from +he
ndians. Maontütar replied that the cathedral pertaıns LO divine
worship mucf the local churches do He W as understandably
angered that the religious felt free tO expend eNOTIMIM: 180886 ın the
construction of beautitul churches, and yet denied thie amnıe i1berty
LO the bishop.

In attacking the rıg ht of +he secular clergy tOo recCcleve tithes, Fray
Alonso held the unıque opınıon that only those miınısters wh: WOIC

truly apostolic, +hat 15, holy poverty-loving and energetic, could
claiım tithes. his he saıd ın conclusions thirty-nıne LO forty-one.
Maontütar abeled the ab-o ve opınıon heretical, charging t+hat ıt
smacked of W yclif and Luther. Better, he sa1ıd, to ave POOT, CVECIN

scandalous clergy, t+han L1LONE aT al Vera (CrUZ, however, wWwWas not

unconditionally opposed Al the secular clergy. We Scsc; fOl'
example, 1ın conclusions forty-eight LO fty-two, that he defended
the right of amı mınıster tO rTeCE1IVeEe adequate retiurn tor hıs labor
He eSeven allowed the collecting of tithes ın particular Case where

cleric had other Al of SUPpPOTITL But he denied the eed and
E6EVEN the Justice of general |aw of tithes which would benefit PCI-
SOI15S5 wh dıid Nnot VE the faithful trom w hom +he tithes woulc be
collected. He SEVCN maintaiıned that tithes could not be exacted for
the Pope, because, Vra Cruz saıd, the Pope at that time had
adequate © arı |t 15 be Te membe I'€'d ® of CO UTSC, +hat he 1S speak-
Ing ere of the obligations of the newly-converted ndians.

In conclusions fifty-eight LO sixty-four Aind Fray lonso s
theory about the obligation off the relig10us miınıster +he ndians.
}+ W as obligation of charity, not of Justice, +hat 1S, the relig10us
did nOL hold the ofhce of curates In the strict they WETI C S1MM-
ply temMmpOTrary mınısters SenNnt LO fulfill the obligation of the royal
cConsclience. AÄAnd neither WT the diocesan clergy ofhcial curates

SINCE they WICTC Nn OT sent by +he King, anıd the bishops had
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thority either desigenate LO 411 an offices whatever. All of +hat
pertained LO the royal authority. |£ the religious opposed the placing
of secular clergy, they wWere ouilty of inJustice, but simply put
themselves under gyreater obligation LO Cre f01‘ the people. Montü-
tar replied that the religious, ın resisting the secular clergy appoıinted
by the bishop, NOT only commıitted aVeE inJustice, but Iso fell
under the CCENSUTE of eXcommunıitıcatıon. Furthermore, the relig10us
could not eXercıse their minıstry eXCceptT with episcopal approval and
1ın Circumstances of exXxireme necessıity. I hat, saıd Montüfar, WwWas
the intent of the Papal Bulls

{ he Wh016 cdea behind Vera Cruz theory Was that the religi0us,
and they alone, wWeTe qualified LO evangelize the New World both
because they had een gıven the royal COommM1ıssıOEN and because they,
by their traınıng and greater numbers, WET C INOTE capable of doing
the work They WT LO be Z1ven priority OVCT the secular clergy ın
\  A instance, SCEVen $ they employed fraud tO TEeEINOVE diocesan
cleric from an g1ven village, provıded t+hat they made for the
loss through their O W minıstry. But they WEeTE ın 611 ofhcijal
Curates, ancl the bishop, therefore, had authority OVerTr them.

Summing thıs dispute between Vera Cruz and Montüfar., OI

finds it CasV LO sympathiıze with the Archbishop whose episcopal
ofhice W as thus humiliate.d and all but iıgnored ıIn Fray lonso’s devas-
tatıng theories. To Montüfar they appeared the product of yran-
nıcal Passıon and heresy. As or the heresy, ıt 15 Irue that Vera
Cruz Was defending condemned Opınıons where he denied the right
of the clergy LO tithes and where he claimed that unworthy clergy
torfeited their rights 89 tithes 452). [£ he had contented himself‘ with
his arguments about the prudence an feasıbility of demanding tiıthes
u—nd er thıe CIrcumstances then prevailing In the New World and NnOL
sSONC LO the exftfent of attackıng the diocesan clergy, his posıtion
would have been reasonable and defensible. Vera Cruz logic,
proceeding from hıs premiıses about the nature of the m1ss1ıon of the
king of Spain and the religi0us orders, carrıed h»1m LO unlawful CONMN-
clusions. His Extireme posıtıon regarding the ack of authority and
Jurisdiction of the Hierarchy In Mexico 185 nOoTt orthodox. Carried LO
their logical eXtiremes his arguments would deny the Natiure of t+he
episcopate established In divine and COINTINON law hat 18 the

45“ DENZINGER, Enchiridion symbolorum, 30th edition (Barcelona, 1955
Nos 427 and
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basıc and. dangerous contaıned-. 1n the notion of t+he Royal
Vicariate )) ıt would Aavıe the king of Spain assumıng spiritual
jurisdiction which Cannn ot be delegated LO layman. Veiera Cruz, In
his Cagern« SS defend the relig10us at all COSLIs, apparently failed
LO take ınto acCcCcCount the possibility that over-emphasıis of the
authority of the king could be easily employed agaınst the religi10us
themselves agaınst the bishops. He wWas unwittingly preparıng
the WaYV for royal interference ıIn all the aftaırs of the Church. Before
his death Fray Alonso wWas LO this possibility become tact and
he reacted strongly agaınst ıt, but OO late

In defense of Alonso de la Vera (ruz, however, must recall
what W.as saıd ın the conclusion chapter ve, that 1S, the difhculty
of decıiding when ale where the extraordinary system of privileges
enjoyed by the relig10us had ceased ıts PUrDOSC. Vera Cruz
Wa  N on in opposing thıe authority of t+he bishops ON C6 that
thority haı een lawfully established 1n the swiftly-growing centers
of civilization, but he W as right ın defending the frıars wh W C

still bearıng the far greater part of the burden of the miıssıon work 1n
the Ämericas. Putting asıde the elements of heretical unlawful
Opınıons and the elements of evident self-interest which LO OINe

degree motivated both partıes, the arguments of the friars appCar LO

be INOTI C In conformity with the circumstances of the time. AÄAs for
the question of tithes, ıt 15 doubtful whether the collecting of tithes
would have provided solution tor the Man y dıfhculties, the
bishops claimed ıt would Certainly the burden t+he Indians w as

already VeEry heaVvy, and the triars: opposıtıon LO tithes Wa  N pralse-
worthy aT least LO the extent that ıt protected the ndians from urther
taxatıon. N.o doubt the relig10us WT also motivated by the fe ar of
encroachment by the S‘CCU18.I” clergy, but 1n V1ECW of the relatıvely
small number of diocesan clergy at the tiıme ıt woulc| N OT ave een
fair LO impose genertal law of +thes ll the natıves.

Archbishop Maontüfar continued to c his Case agaınst Alonso
de la Vera Cruz betore the Inquisition. On June 2 1558 he addres-
sed letter IO Philip sayıng that he had sent hıis ecriticısms of the
heretical, TONCOUS, scandalous and false teachings of Vera Cruz,
teachings which WOCIC being ftollowed by Man y relig10us 453),
Montütar wrote agaın +hie following August 15th LO repeat hıs
INCSSARC, and this time he referred tO the De decimis book by

458) RICARD, Etudes et documents, 92- esp
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which the author attempts IO found 190 church 454) His charges
WEeTrTEe seconded LWO Ca later letter sSsent LO the Inquisitor Gene-
ral by prıest of the archdioces of Mexico, wrılıing the Name
of the Archbishop 455) He requested that actıon be taken agaınst
religious wh keep torbidden books, ‚noubtless referring, Ng
others, LO the WT1ILNSS of Fray Alonso Secondly, he requested
specific prohibiıtion agalınst the books of Vera Crüz, which WETE he
saıd scanda|l Mexico T hese repeated aCCusatıons WETE bound
LO have eftect and shall SsSe.  '6') 110 what 1L wWas

The Recall o} Vera Cruz LO Spain
In the ast chapter Sa that 1562 the aJo SUDET10TS of

the three orders decided that the only adequate remedy LO their
troubles wiıth the Hierarchy Was tO themselves LO Spain LO iıntorm
the authorities of the sStatfe of aftaırs ı Mexico Ihe three SUDETIOTS
were Francisco de Bustamante Pedro de la Pe  na
and Agustin de Coruna [t wWas urther deciıded that Alonso
de la Vera Cruz should with them the Capacıty of advisor and
assıstant reported by Grijalva 106) ] here wWas however INOIC
urgent 1CcCason for Fray Alonso OlINg LO Spain Grijalva also
dicates another pDlace where he SaVYS that Philip ordered Vera
TUZ LO apPpear al COUr iımmediately about matters CONCETNINEY the
SECIVICE of the King Grijalva Ve CODYV of the royal order SCeNt LO
the Viceroy from Madrid August 1561 457)

Although 1L oubtless Irue that the SUDECTI10TS weTrT€e
happy have the COMPDAaNYV and assıstance of Vera Cruz their

454) Ibid., 103-111, CSp 111 (C POT e| qual pretende fundar un
ıglesia D Montüfar does nOot speak of Vera Cruz by NnNname, but the reftference
obvious.

-15 5) Archivo Nacional, Madrid Papeles de INqu1sS1C1ON, Leg 4442,
Gonzalo de larcön the Archbishop of Seville and Inquisitor General,

Mexico City, 560
456) Supra chap ofe 381
457) GRIJALVA cıt Edad chap 95 There 15 confusion the

dates V  n by Grijalva. Here he SayS Vera Cruz eft Mexico May, 1561 (in
other places he has 562 hen he SaYyS that the royal order arrıved the following
August, but ıt wWwWas dated Aug 4 ı Madrid, ıt could not ave eached Mexico
before November. It aPPCAars that Grijalva wished g1VEe the 1MDressıicn hat Vera
Cruz has gOoNe Spain of his OW 111 and not under The cırcumstances
indicate the opposıte. Ct Iso dad chap. 593 (2Znd print.)
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projected negotiatiıons ın Spain, the principal 1624501 for }'llS trıp must

Aave een the King s order. |t apPpPCaIs that late | 560 he had
iıntention of ZolIng Spain. In that VCal he ha, SCeNL CODY of

hıs De decimis and Apologia Dro religiosis LO the publisher ın Madrid,
and he had added ach introduction which should have been
sufhcient introduce hıs works LO the Council of the Indies with-
Out having appcCarl ın CrSsSON.

In recalling Vera Cruz Spain the King wished LO investıgate
the charges of heresy and Maontüfar s accusatıon about Fray Alonso s
attempt LO tound N church. T hese reports mMUStT ave caused
consiıderable anxıety ıIn ofhcial circles. Ihe tact that Vera Cruz JOUTr-
NC Y LO Spain W as clouded by the susp1c1on of heresy 15 conhfhrmed
by letter sent from Mexico about the tiıme of his departure. |t 18

testimonial In detense of the ife character and works of
Alonso de la Vera ('ruz. { he letter Wa  N composed 1ın t+he armne of
the Augustinıan Provincial by Juan de Benavente and sent LO Philip

April 1562 4;8) It 18 signed by five other PEISONS, of whom
[WO WEIC secular priests, and others laymen. Juan cde Benavente
saıd that he had heard of the royal order transterred by the Viceroy,
and he wished ell Hıis Vlasjesty that t+he of Vera Cruz 1n
Mexico Wa  N NECCSSaAIY both the Church and the Crown. { f he must

toO Spain, saıd F.ray Juan, then let the Kıing be certaın LO- send h1m
back

There ollows t+he testimonYy of the undersigned partıes, drawn
ın the form o document. hey declared that Fray Alonso

had lived holy and religi0us 1fe 1n Mexico tor twenty-sıx ca

providing Christian teaching and Z00d example Spanish and
ndians alike S0 grea Wa  CN hıs fame theologian and canonıst
that PETSONS of a ]l statıons and trom VEIYyY Dart of New S5Spain had
COINE LO hım for gyuidance and advice which Was always expertly
rendered. His abilıty wWas publichy recognized when he WwWas given
the Airst Chair of 1 heology at-the University; and hıs stucdents both
ın the University and 1 the Augustinjan Order are credit LO hım and
tO the Church. He has published works philosophy and the
Sacrament of marriage, and +he latter work has een approved by

45&) BOLAnNO ISLA, CIE,; appendix, 30-134 The SOUTCE 1S I
a Ihe sıgners AI Juan de Benabente:;: Pedro de Requena; don Diego
Ramirez, dean of the cathedral ot Michoacän : Cristöbal Escudero: Juan Benegas,
clerigo ; Gonzalo Cömez.
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the King f01' publication ın Spain. Vera Cruz, they continued, has
worked with diligence, affectionate GCGarc, and vigilance 1ın the ‚ON VOI-

S10n and indoctrination of the natıves, usıng especilally the language
of Michoacän, and preaching solid doctrine 1n both Spanish and
Latıin. Hıis meri1ıts have EeCN acknowledged by the LEmperor when he
appointed Fray Alonso Bishop of Nicaragua, and by hıis confreres
wh ave chosen hım three times fill the fiice of Provincial. His

1n Mexico W d  N comtort ll the alıthful an hıs absence
111 be lamented, especially for the arm that 111 be OoONn€e LO educa-
t10on and studies. I he VICeroys avıe ma de CONstant use of hıs advice,
often takıng hım along visıtatıons throughout New Spain. He has
thus gıven notable Servıce LO both CO ‚a>]_'}dx the Kıing, lending hıs
help wherever 1t Was needed.

his complete appraisal of the worth of Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz
wWas prompted NOot only by the widely ‚elt dismay al his leavıng
Mexico, but also ' by the fear that hıs examıners ın S5pain, NO tully
apprecıatıng the 116 1n the 'N CW World and unable evaluate
truly the controversial wrıtings of Vera Cruz, might condemn hım
and prevent his return. Santiago ela believes that the bove test1-
mon1ıa|l wWas requested by the AÄugustinian SUPpEeT10TS In Spain because
of the fear of misunderstanding 459)

Ihe eXacCct date of departure of Fray Alonso and the three maJor
super10rs 1S N OT known, but 1t Was probably around the middle o#
15627 I he above letter of Juan de Benavente implies that Vera Y13Z
wWas still ın Mexico ın April, and 1t 15 kn-own that he attended meel-

ing of the unıversıty councıl Feb of that VyYcar 60) Such being
the CasSsc, he mMUST Aave arrıved ıIn 5Spaın ın the fall of 1562

Unfortunately do not known what occurred upOoN hIS arrıval.
hat he Was exonorated 1S certaın, but Just how when 15 nOot
known. We have nOot een able find an recor.d of ftormal PTOCECSS
1n the Inquisition and 1ıt 15 presumed that PTOCESS as inıtiated.
According LO the Augustinian chroniclers, Vera Cruz appeared
before the Kıng himself LO make his defense, and he did SUCCESS-

459) ANTIAGO VELA, HHA H1 (March-April, 920 193-194, Says that
thıs letter wWwWas requested by the superlors ın Spain who teared that the examıners
of Vera Cruz INaYy n OL know that his teachings WeIc COMmMMIMON ın Mexico. He
does not indıicate an y SOUTCEe tor thıs statemen

460) BOLANO ISLA, Cif.. 30, ote He cıtes Archivo General de la
Nacılön, Universidad, libro Z. fols 47-47vy On Page 3 Bolano indicates the
made by (iarcia Icazbalceta.
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fully 461). |+ 18 likely that, iın VIeW of lonso's unqualitied defense
of the royal authority ın the New World Philip nOL only dismissed
the charges agaınst hım, but Iso gaıned high respecCct for hım,
recognizıng hıs ability and valıre LO the Crown. In chapter five
sa that Philip ıIn 151 asked the Augustinian Ceneral LO appoınt
Fray Alonso COomm1ssary general at the royal COUrt this request
may ave een the OoOutcome of the personal encounter between the
Kıng and Vera Cruz.

Once relieved of the weight of SUSp1C10N, Fray Alonso Was able
LO devote himself the business tor which the three ma)Jor super10rs
had COIllEeE tOo Spain. He OoNMN tound himself alone, however, tor al
three super10rs wWEerTre quickly removed from the SCCMNS, by death
and the other LW by the attractıon of the episcopal dignity. Francisco
de Bustamante died within S1X months of his arrıval 1n Spain 462)
At about the armne time Pedro de la ena accepted-. the miıtre of
Quito 1ın E,quador, and Agustin de Coruna, that of Popayän 1n New
Granada (Columbia) A  S  }

Ihe which the Ma)or superlors had 1ın miıind when they
undertook theır Journey are Ccecnmn ın memorandum found ın the
PDPapDeCTIS of Vera Cruz 464) After long protestation of loyalty LO God
and the King, recounting the work that the religious had done both
tor the Church and the Crown, they saıd they had een rewarded by
calumniıation before the Council of the Indies. In order LO guarantee
the preservatıon of their work, they sought re-newal of their PT1V1-
leges and protection agaınst episcopal interference. TIhey also reEqQUES-
ted the continued assıstance of the King and IMNOT E sympathetic
attitude +he part "of the exican V1ICeroYy and audiencia.

‘61) RIJALVA, Cil.. dad chap. XVI11, 05 BASALENQUE, cıt., E
chap. viii, 186 SCOBAR, cıt., chap. XXV111, 330-331

482) Supra, chap. V, ote 380
468) Ibid., note 374, and chap. M ote

4G4) 323 tols 244-.244v Äemorandum be presented to the King by the
tHree Provincıials, Francisco de Bustamante, Pedro de la Pena and Agustin de
Coruna. 1 here 1s neither date 910) 4 provenlence, but ıt W as probably composed
the meeting ın Mexico, Jan 1562, and bn_>ught Spain by the super10rs them-
selves.

(GARCIiA ICAZBALCETA, Colecciön de documentos, vınn-Ixi. He S5Say>S the
chiet PUrDOSEC of the commıssıon Spaıin was ask revocatıon of the royal order
requirıng the Viceroy consult the Audiencia ıIn a business, because 1t worked
against the religious. While thiıs Ma V have been on of their 9 ıt could
hardly have een the most ımportant on
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The chief task that Vera Cruz had LO undertake therefore Was
the obtaining of approval of the privileges of the relig10us IN1SS10N-

order put end LO the conflicts with the bishops
the New World his approval Was ll the IHNOTE NECESSATY because

the Councıil of Irent had tightened the episcopal contraol of 1S-
hÄction for the admıinistration of the Sacraments Fray Alonso ©>
IN1SS10N became EVECNMN INOTE urgent when, 1564 Pope 1US
issued Bull revoking a ] privileges opposed tO the decrees of the
Council 16.')) |t Wa  N NECESSATY then LO negot1atıons with the
Holy See order LO obtaıin special legislation fOI' the missionlands

We cdo not know exactly what sSteps Vera TU7Z took LO —
plish his PUTrDOSC, SXCEPDL that he worked through the Council of- the
Indies %66) His work had really begun ftew Ca previously- when,

| 960 he had sSent from Mexico his Apologia pro religiosis contam-
In complete aCCOounti of Al the privileges enjoyed by the religi0us
He had wriıtten at that Uime introduction addressed LO the Councıiıl
of the Indies 6 Atter recountıng the work that the religious had
accomplished by 16anNns of the papal privileges he appealed fOI‘
enewed sanctıon of those privileges f01' the Z00d of all the faıthful

the New W orld At the t1ime that he wrote thıs appeal; 1L C
that he had I9l ıntent.:on of leaving Mexico. He had hoped LO aAC  E

plısh hıs PUrpDose "sımply by sending his wrılıngs LO the Council. But
110 that he had arrıved ı Spain, he Wa  N able LO take the business

PETSON and advocate appeal LO the Holy Seel the Namne of
the Kıng

His eftorts - WETE rewarded March Z 19567, when Pius
issued Brief restorıng the privileges they had been betore
Acting uponNn the advice of the King of Spain,. wWwWTrote the HolyFather,
he Sa At LO an LO the M1ISSIONAMES the New W.rld the ame
faculties those of Dastor :of souls: tor the admıinistration of the
Sacraments,; - and without the eed of an PeTM1SS1ON -ö the
bishops. ANS law to the CONLrary wWas ‚expressly derogated.
his Wa  N decidedVictoryfor Vera FÜZ and consolation tor all

465) InPrincipis A postolorum Sede, Fe 17; 1564 Cft LETURIA: El 74 1Ca-
riato de Indias, p153

JA'H':) RIJALVA cıt dad 88| chap ya

46 Eiscorial tols
“JS) Exponiı nobis ‚wDer,; Rome, March 24, 1567 GRIJALVA, cıt.,

dad 88 chap XVI | 46, CODV of thıs Brief [t Ca Iso befound
the Bullarium Romanum , VII 558-560
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the tiıme and trouble he had put ınto hıs conflicts with the Hierarchy.
1 + T: ad e hıs trıp LO Spain triumph, instead of the sad aılure that
ıt had t+hreatened LO be when he W as called back f TOM Mexico under
the sSusp1c10N of heresy.

Although all wriıters the subject credit Alonso de la Vera
Cruz with the obtainıng of this ımportant Brief, he himself SV

469)spoke of the role he played, C VECNMN when he had OCccasıon do
His work ha een done behind the SCCNCS, and ıt - seems he Wa  N

content LO leave 1t that Wa I hree months later, June I5 1567 Pope
1US issued moliu fproprio confirming hıs of privileges.
Vera Cruz had this conhfirmation printed ın Seville 1n 15  SN TO) He
sent thıs and COpIES of the original Brief LO Mexico along with
royal order, gıven Jan | 1568, commandıng publication of the
Brief 471). I he papal decrees WEeIC then printed ın Mexico City and
widely distributed. TI he Mexican edition contaıned also list of the
privileges grant»e«d -  ® { he whole publication wa  N probably _
bled and published by Fray Alonso 1ın Spain before he sent ıt LO the
New World A173)' his ftact 15 iındicated by the noOote at the end of the

469) Vera Cruz ın his letter Bishop Salazar, 583 (published by JUAN FRAN-
ANTONIO, Cit;: art 308 chap. V1l1, >77) speaks of the

Brief of Pıus N and SdaYy>S simply that ıt w as granted the urgıng of the King.
TIhe credit 18 g1ven CO Vera Cruz by RIJALVA, 5 F dad 111 chap. XXV1}

Iso by (SARCIA ICAZBALCETA, Nueva colecciön de documentos, H. XXl : ell
others. Ihe earliest testiımonYy 18 that of Alonso de Norena, author of
I ractatus super adminiıstratione et regımıne spirituali fidelium In Indiüis (cf STREIT,

cıl., 1, 105) He W as contemporary of Vera Cruz, and the latter NC referre
to the above ] ractatus. ( the letter LO Bishop Salazar, Ppage 574, Just mentioned
above. Norena died ıIn 1590 (cf QUETIF-LCHARD, Scriptores ordinis praedicatorum,

295-296) Vera Cruz called him Alonso de oruena.
40) tsi mendicantium ordines. To be SCS IM ın the Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid,

A e Printed ın Seville by Juan Gutierrez, 1568 According the description
by Santiago Vela, BIA, VIIL, 173 the ast Pasc has the following notice : exemplar
auctenticum mM1ıssum Roma exhibuit Magister Alphonsus eIaCIUuC«E,

D, The extant CODY, however, lacks this ast Dage, but the rest of the
description tıts t+he CODY SC ın the Biblioteca Nacional. ote the similarity ın
ote 474, infra.

471) CODY ot the royal order gıven Galapagar 18 SCS ın RIJALVA, cıl.,
dad 111 chap. XXVI, 147 who Sa YyYS that Vera Cruz sent ıt Mexico.

472) Tabula privilegiorum qQquac«c Ss Papa Pius concessıt Mexıico, 1568 Ct
W AGNER, Cıt., 237

473) GARCiA - ICAZBALCETA, Biografias, 60, indicates hat the documents WEeiIicC

first published ın Spain and Vera Cruz hen sent « thousands » of coplıes



Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, 179

Mexican edition attrıbuting the authentic COPDY of the papal Brief LO
Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz 474).

TIhe accomplishing of this business occupled nearly S1X of the
ten ca that Vera TU7Z spen 1n Spain, but 1t wWas el]] worth the
time and effort for the ca  C it would bring LO the CONsSCIENCES of
+he religi0us m1ss]onarıes, ECEVEenNn though ıt did NnOot provide PETINAN-
ent solution LO the conflict 475) In the meantıme, however, Fray
Alonso Wa  N also engaged ıIn other actıvıties, and MOS of them CON-

cerned Mexico. l"llS work there CVE eft hıs mind, and OI Ca  -

surmıse that he wWas anx1ıo0us retiurn to that land where he had
already spen nearly thirty ca of hıs ıfe

In 15635 he SenNnTt the Maestrescuela of the University of Mexico
CODY o# the SLaLuties of the University of Salamanca LO provide

NOTIN &l'l'd ıcleal for developing stuclies ın the New W orld 476). In
the following YCalI he performed another Servıce for Mexico which
indicates that hıs OpP1N10NSs WEeTE respected ın ofhcial circles. He
wrote long of orıentatiıon for the 190 Viceroy Mexico.,
(Giastön de Peralta, Marques de Falces, LO explain to hım OINe of
the problems LO be dealt with 1n New Spain 477 Vera Cruz spoke

merica. hıs 1S probably mue, but only the printed CODY of the motu fproprıio 18
extant 1n Spain today C+t P  » ote 470

474) Bulla confirmationis et Concessionis, etc Mexico, 15068 |t contaıns
the Briet of March 24, 1567 ; the moliu proprio of June | 1256  J and royal order
of Sept 50r kscorial. At the end « Exemplar autenticum... exhibuit

ETIACIUC: » , Ct W AGNER, eCit., 234-235, and Santiago Vela,
BIA, VIIIL, 171 It 1S found ıth the above Tabula Hrivilegiorum, ote 472
Ihe connection ıth Vera Cruz 1S urther indicated by the fact hat the TEVEersEe

sıde of the title Page of the Rulla confirmationis bears the ımage of St Augustine.,
CT W AGNER, loc cıt

The Briet of Pıius di noOot bring permanen: settlement ın the conflict.
T’he decree oft Pius Was reversed by Gregory X11 In 1573, and then re-established
by Gregory ME and Clement VIN ın 591 and 1592 CF LETURIA, reg10 vicarıalo
de Indias, 154 Ihe religious, however, ın the ıntervenıng period, cöntinued toO
exXerciıise theır privileges, Vera CZ ın hlS letter Bishop Salazar ın 583 (c£
JUAN F RANCISCO AÄNTONIO, cCit.., 268-585), maintained that the revocatıon
by Gregory AI had eftect. He saıd 580) that the Rrief W as not validly
published, and that Gregory XI later CONNCMEe: the privileges tor the Francıscan
General Cristöbal de Capite Fontium.

lli) SANTIAGO VELA, HHA XIV (Nov.-Dec., 1920 302 Taken from the
notes of Sıcardo, 4349 Archivo Nacional, Madrid

5 325 tols 318-322 his manuscrıpt 1S written ıIn the hand o# Vera Cruz,
perhaps ıt 1s his original draft He BaVC the to the IC Viceroy at Madrid
I here 1S date, but another CODY of his manuscrıpt, found ın the library of



180 Ennis

especially about the eed LO protect the ndians from certaın abuses
and evils He also mentioned the fraudulent practices sed by O-IN E

INıNe OWNECTS avoıd L(axes, the SCa ndal VC the natlıves by the
lives of OINe o# the Spaniards, and the help that the cıvil ofhcials
might gel trom the friars handlıng Indian affairs

Fray Alonso was also VEIYV close terms with OIl of the leading
fiıgures the civil admiınıstration at that Lime Juan de O vand O The
chronicler Basalenque reportis that Vera Cruz wWas ()vando COIMN-

fessor e Juan de (I)vando became President of the Counc:l of the
Indies L5 betfore that he had een the royal Visıtator the
Councıl and 1 W as he w.h: called the ımportan Junta of 1568 479)
It W as that meetling that the already mentioned plans tor the
formation of Patriarchate of the Indies wWEeTe organızed Ovando
Iso presented UuUuNn1QqU€E solution fOY the difhculties the IN1SS10ONMN-

lanıds by suggesting that dioceses be sel which OIl of the reh-
19} orders would hold the ofiıces trom Bishop LO curates 180)
Benefices WOUI‘C] be held OININON instead of by individuals,
order NOT LO disturb the constıtutions of the relig10us orders his
plan would AaAave worked LO the advantage of the orders an the
Crown ell Sınce the relig10us hved COININON and held
persona|l property, their EXPECNSCS of maıntenance W EeTIT'EC less {
whole diocese wWeIe the hands of religious order IL would ave

SAaVIN£ tor the royal Lreas Neither thıs plan of Ovando
NOT the Patriarchate W as E6evVel realized however We ave CCn that
neither the Holy See 11O- the generals of the orders weTie Pa-
thetic these revolutionary iıdeas Iso included the nla of
15  SX Wa  n plan and systematıze the collecting and dis-
trıbution of tiıthes, but because of the papal opposıtıon the Patri-
archate, actıon Was taken toward solvineg the disputes OVET

tiıthes 481 )_'- Vera Cruz, therefore, did NOL live SC  w the end of that
CAÄ1INS - problem:'

-Unfortunately do nOoTt NOW W}la.t \Dart Fray Alonso INaV have

the University of Texas, bears the yCalr | 566 C{ CASTANREDA and DABBS Guide to
Latin-American Manuscripts the of T exas Library (Cambridge Mass 939

418) BASALENQUE, cıt chap 111 187
”) PE:  NA (AMARA Las redacciones de lıbro de la gobernaciön espiritual

Ovando la Junta de Indms de ] 568 ‚Revista de Indias, June Sept
03.. 115 From thiıs resulted Ovando'’s work De la gobernaciön espiritual
‘Bn) Ibid., I1115

LETURIA, Felipe II el Pontificado, p 64-77
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Blayed the discussion of these VaTrlOus plans the nla of 1568
He must have een of help LO Juan de Ovando advisor, for
when Vera Cruz Wa  N planning LO return Mexico Ovando wished
LO honor him with the miıtre He offered Fray Alonso the SC of
Michoacän which had recently een vacated by Antonio Ruiz
Morales who Was INOVINYS LO the SC of JT-axcala-Puebhla 482)
When Vera TUZ refused OQvando Wa  N ämbarrassed thinkıng that
perhaps Alonso telt slighted because he had not een O ff ered the
INOTE ımportiant SC of TIlaxcala Puebhla Juan de Ovando explained
that he had suggested Michoacän because that Was the place closest
LO the heart of Vera (’ruz But he continued, $ Alonso preferred
JTlaxcala-Puebla he Was free LO take 1L Vera Cruz however adhered

the resolve he had taken Ian y before when offered the
of Leön Nicaragua He explained that he had wish LO leave
the religi0us ıfe and the episcopal ofhce ha; atträctıon for him
He suggested rather +hat hiıs confrere and fellow IN1SSIONAaTY Diegyo
de Chävez appominted the SC of Michoacän he Was

worthy INa an credit LO both God and the Crown 483) The Sug-
gestıon wWwW.as accepted but Fray Dieoo died before being consecrated

Fray Alonso fellow Augustinjans Spain also pald tribute
LO his ability Ar the provincial chapter al [)uenas 1 1569 when
his philosophical WOI'](S WEeTITE recommended f01' usSe Augustinian
schools Vera TU7Z Was asked LO choose which priorship he preferred
that of Salamanca that off Seville Both of them WeTE honored
POSs1IM1ONS but Alonso retfused to choose either because he wished LO
be free to OCCUPDYV hımself the interests of Mexico 484)  l. ome LIme
late - however, he Was appominted Prior of San Felipe Real i Madrid.
He held that ofhice at the Uume that Philip sought LO makeım
COMMI1SSATY general at COUTT 480)

Alonso e la Vera Cruz had by that i1Ime een ten a aWaYy
from Mexico and hıs absence wWas felt the New W orld Juan de
San Komän wrıtiıne? LO (OQvyando 1574 requested that Fray Alonso
be sSent back LO Mexico He had made this request before he saıd

482) RIJALVA cıt dad {11 chap BASALENQUE cıt |
chap 111 18/

(88) I!bid
484) SANTIAGO VELA HHA XIV Nov „Dec 1920 302 Taken trom the

otes of Sicardo, 4349 Archivo Nacional Madrid
A Inditerente general Leg 2869 Vol fols and 237 Also

RIJALVA cıt dad {I11 chap
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ahd a the friars wished the speedy return of Vera Cruz who ( Was

so‘ unjustiy withdrawn ftrom this and LO which God had called hım
and where he had OoONne much Zx00d r186). Such appeals thıs,

ell Vera Cruz' OW desire LO retiurn LO Mexico, mMust ave
made him anx10us LO be }HS Wa His work 1n Spain completed,
and permission from th.e King obtained, he finally set Sal ftrom Se
ville ın 1573 487) W ith h1m WE1 6 sixteen 1Ie recrults tor the
mı1ıssions 488)' It W as Fray lonso's third and last vOVas«e CI10S5S the
Atlantic. He arrıved In Mexico Cıity (et 15:/3, after eleven

absence from his adopted and 89)

CHAPTER VI]
The Return of Alonso de la era Cruz to Mexıco

C ontinuatıion o} His Leadership In E, ducation
and E cclestastical Affairs

When Verä Cruz arrıved In Mexico toward the end of 1575 he
wWas approaching hıs SiXty-sixth birthday. The long and arduous
Journey Wa  N 070 much fOI‘ hım and he fell ll W hen he reached
Mexico he wWent LO T iripetio In Michoacän LO rest and recuperate.
As late the following February he W as still LOO weak LO wriıte his

etters, he explained 1n INCSSaAaZEC Juan de Ovando. his
letter, dated Feb 2 9 15/4 Wa  CN wriıtten by SOINCONE else and signed
by Vera Cruz 490). He Wa NOL totally inactıve, however, for he Wa  N

helping OUutL 1ın hearıng confessions. and ECEVECN preaching, al Tiripetio.
Not until] October do find Fray Alonso pennıng hıs OW etters.

486) GARC:  1A ICAZBALCETA, Nueva colleciön de documentos, l, 05-107 Michoacän,
March 16, 71 tan ınjustamente fue sacado de sta tierra adonde Dıos le
llamö provecho hizo »

487) GRIJALVA, CH.., dad 111, chap. XXVI1, 147
688) Indiferente general, Leg 2869 Vo tol Philip DaV

permiıssıon tor Vera Cruz and sıxteen religious plus LWO SeEervants LO LO Mexico,
Fe | S They wWeIEC be provided ıth a the necessıtıes tor the VOYaSC,

usual.
}389)_ RIJALVA, C dad IM} chap. XXVIL, 147
490) ı. Mexico 282 Another sımilar letter Wäaäs that of March ® 1574,

Iso trom T irıpetio, ın which Vera Cruz sent recommendation for the Ireasurer
of the cathedral of Michoacän, Pedro de Inepes. Ibid
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Writing Ovando he sa1ıd t+hat he har recovered trom h1s
illness, but his shaky handwriting shows definite of weakness,
and approaching old . 8°4- 191)

Despite his POOT health hO‘WCVCI‘ Vera Cruz had taken part
grand reception organized hıs honor when he reached Mexico
City He Wa  N welcomed especially by the friars of a the orders
they looked UD ON h1m their champion 492) On the feast of Sts
Simon and Jude Oect grea PTOCESSION assembled TGEGEBiIVe

Fray Alonso ancl the relics he W as bringing back with hım 493)
Among the relics there Was 0}81 of the Irtue Cross which Diego de
Salamanca had received trom the Pope personally The PTOCECSSION,
including the NC Archbishop of Mexico City, Pedro Vloya de
Contreras went LO the church of San Agustin where the Archbishop
celebrated Mass The SCIINON wWas delivered by nton10 de orales,
Bishop of T laxcala Puebla Afterward when the Archbishop TeEQqu«€S-
ted OI of the relics fOl' the Cathedral Vera (ruz vgenerously DaVe
him t+he relic of t+he Irue Cross plus those of Sts Peter and Paul 494)
Since Fray Alonso ha, the reputatıon of being opponent of the
bishops he doubt welcomed thıs opportunıty tO make gesture
of respect an Ffriendliness LO the HOS Archbishop

Vera Cruz also brought with him COININISSIO from the Augus-
tınıan (ieneral Ihadaeus of DPerugla be Vv1ısıtator of al +he WeES-

tern Indies that 1 +he of merica and the Philippines
Whhen tNne General Wa  N at Pamplona Jan 15/3 he sent

urgent note Fray Alonso LO awaıt h1m at Madrid before setting
Out for Mexico 495) little than month later, March at

Madrıid he DZaVt Alonso his OINIMM1ISS10 vısıtator, along with list
of directives and favors f01' the friars the New Woaorld -j1—9 6) The
chronicler Grijalva reports that Vera (Cruz Aid nOot make use of his

M?l) (/UEVAS Documentos ineditos, 304307 Oect 20, 1574 TIhe SOUICE

Mexico 282: the original has been consulted by the present wriıter.
492) BASALENQUE, cıt., [, 189

147493) RIJALVA, cıt dad 88l chap X  9

»1M) Ibid 148
Pedro Moya de Contreras Wä: nalıve ot Cordova and doctor of law

at Salamanca. H.. became Archbishop of Mexico City July | 1573 He ha
ounded t+he Inquisition 1 Mexico ı 1570, „nd wa made Viceroy 584 At the
tiıme of his death ı Madrid 1991 he Was President of the Council of the Indies
&; (CCUEVAS Documentos ineditos, X11

485) fol 27v
fols 235 v-306 Iso Dd fol
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faculties because. he tound the TOVINCES zood order 497)  $ He ha:
Bn enough of the troubles stirred Dy vısıtatıons and did nOot wish
LO alr himself.

hat the Augustinians WEeTE truly happy LO ave Alonso de la
Vera Cruz back with them evidenced by the tact that at the CX

chapter, 1345 they elected hım Vicar-Provincial LO his third
ull-term that ofhice S} Shortly afterward May he wrTrote
LO hiıs triend Juan die Ovando President of the Council of thie Indies,
to report the outcome of the chapter 199) The chapter W as conducted

VEIYV orderly ashion, he saıd and he Was elected the first
ballot New COUTSES of studies philosophy, theology and Latin
WEr instituted LO Tal INOTE em  an and full CaTre wWas taken
LO s  D that Al the villages served by the Augustinians there WT E

friars wh: could speak the local tongues and admıiınister confession
and the other Sacraments 500) Vera Cruz requested that (Qvando
SC LO 1E that INOT E friars aie sent LO A]1 the eed both Mexico and

thie Philippines He also asked for acdditional grant LO complete
the church of San Agustin Ihe election of Fray Alonso wWas

proved by the General J hadaeus of Perugia wh: WTrote later that
dINe yCart December 75 501)

As before also this tiıme, Vera Cruz Vicar Provincıia]l
sponsored the CADAaNSIO o# the exican Province Again the
Jyorıty of foundations wWerTrTe made Michoacän, the a1ca that
Alonso loved the MmMOST 50'.’) In the C1ILy of /acatecas he ounded

PTFrOSDETOUS mMmONastery Another wWas Santa Ana at ] zirosto reg10N
ertile f01' CXPDaNs’onNn where later a five INOTE monaster1es

491) GRIJALVA cCıt dad 8! chap 147 Grijalva, thıs place,
and HERRERA Alphabetum Augustinianum 24 both report hat the General
Iso declared Vera Cruz his errera Iso SAaYyS that Alonso W as « Legatus
Ordinum Mendicantium ad Philippum Regem Catholicum 566 »

his mMust reter to Vera Cruz WOI'I( obtaining the Brieft of Pius
498) GRIJALVA cıt dad 8! chap
499) 1575Mexico 283 May
500) The founding of Ne studies reported by Sicardo }IIS nOotes taken

trom the capıtular cts (MS 4349 Archivo Nacional, Madrid) hey aAaTre published
by SANTIAGO VELA, HHA A (Nov-Dec., &RE 113 Philosophy W as

established at Y urirla, and philosophy and theology at Atozpan.
5l)l) fol 31v ] hadaeus of Perugia LO Vera Cruz Provincıial Rome,

Dec 25 575
502) RIJALVA cıt Erdad {I11 chap XX X111 IS SCOBAR cıt

chap XXI1IX, 344-346



Fray Alonso de la Vera TUuz 185

SDITaNg F ouncdaätions WT also made at Chucändiro. Pätzcuaro,
Parangaricutiro, Tingambato and Jaretan JTo the south of Mexico
City monNnastery Was established at Alcozauhcan 116al J] lapa

Most ıimportan of the houses ounded by Vera Cruz thiıs
period Was the Colegi0 S5an Pablo Mexico City his Was be his
asterplece of scholastic OoOrganızatıon and achievment He ha
begun his plans for this school] when he Was still Spain When
he sel Out for Mexico he brought with him SIXEy of books
which he turned O V el LO the library of San Pablo 503) He made
eftort LO obtain ll the latest equıpmen such things INAaDS,
oglobes ancl the scientific INSITUMENTS kI'I‘OWI'I LO that A As result
the Colegio San Pablo possessed 0)88 of Mexico finest and mMoOst
complete libraries 504)

Fray Alonso began this project 1575 OOMN after hıs election
LO the ofhce of provincıal He obtained by royal gzran the
church of San Pablo and the ATre of the ndiıans that section of
thie CILy, pending approval by the Viceroy and the Archbishop )0'))
The latter at hrst opposed reluctant LO SC  D the friars Saln ne
toothold the diocese. But the Viceroy and the Council of the
Indies supported +he DroJjecCtk, and the Archbishop finally SaVe hıs
CONsent hen ame the uest1on of finances. Vera(C(ruz hirst
attempted LO gzel orant from the royal reasury T’he öfheials
Mexico SCNLT avorable recommendation LO Spain but according
LO Grijalva the e  ]10N became involved ommme kınd of red tape
and Wa  CN forthcoming 506) Vera Cruz pushed ahead Just the
SaImIne He sought prıvalte-. donors and ‚„obtained enough coöntributions
LO buy CX{r TILy and begin” construction. 1Itwas UNIQqUE
Case of foundation:‘being madıe without the help of rents SUS-

taınıng patlron 50 In 1577 the provinclaldifınitory made allot
ment of funds from the provıncıal aCCoun«t. Iwo Cd later they
turned OVerTr LO San Pablo QqQqUaTrTT Y LO provide building materials :
1L Was gxft fromON Antonio de Mendoza 508

50.!) GRIJALVA, CI dad H, .chap. X Xi}

504) GUIARA E.GUREN, cıt J paragraph 152 He wTOoTte 1755
505) RHALVA, C:, dad II chap.

Ibid
507) [bid
5l)8) SANTIAGO VELA, AHHA\, X I1 (MarchApril, 1920), 198 200 Notes from

Sicardo, 4349 Archivo Naciona Madrid Ihe qUuaIry w as ocated « los
termınos cde 1Tacuba
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AaYy Alonso- first accommodated older building alongside the
church of San Pablo to house the students and professors, and priıests
LO VE the church. On the other sıde of the church larger a nd
iNnNOIEe commodious building W as constructed 509) In the proviıncılal
chapter of April Z 1578 Vera Cruz Was ofhcially appointed Rector
of the Colegio with Pedro de Agurto hıs assıstant ’310) Juan de
Santa Catalina be Came DastOor of the ‘Ch'UY‘C1'I LO be assısted by
Cristöbal de Agurto and Marcos Millän oll) The hirst professorial
DOST, 1ın theology, wWas Yiven LO Juan Valdes. At thıs chapter the
Colegio San Pablo wWas declared provıncıal house LO be supported
by provincıal tunds

TIhe DUTDOSC of the school WwWas LO provide Arst-class maJor
sem1nary for Augustinian students. Courses wWEeTeEe provided chiefly 1ın
philosophy, theology and languages. AÄAround the close of t+he CEeNntury
there WET thirty students In San Pablo 512). hat the Colegio wWwWas

successtul schoo] of the highest quality 15 well-known. Eguilara
Eguren, writing nearly [WO centurıes later, In 1755 sa1ıd that the

Colegio San Pablo wWas ftamed f OT its sound education, and that ıt

509) GRI JALVA‚ 27 2 Edad I1 chap. XXXI1l.
SANTIAGO VELA, loc Cit., 198, ote RIJALVA, loc Cit., Sa yS that Vera

Cruz ha appointed Pedro de Agurto Rector. Perhaps t+hat wWwWas Drevlious 1578,
while Fray Alonso w as still Vicar-Provincial.

Pedro de Agurto (de Santiago) w as born ın Mexico and professed 1n the
Augustinlan Order ın 154 He wWas elected vicar-provinclal 1n 584 and wWäas

consulting theologian at the third exican synod the following ycar He spoke both
Mexican and JT arascan, wWwWas famed canonıst, and professor of Sacred Scripture
at the University. In 595 he W äas appointed first Bishop of ebü ın the Philippines.
His death occurred Oct 608 He ha: published 1ın 573 the
Ek,ucharist and Extreme Unction. Ct (JARCiA [CAZBALCETA, Biografias, i
RICARD,; Etudes elr documents, 353-191.

5l Juan de Santa Catalina W d! born ıIn Mexico and made his profession ıIn
the Augustinian Order 1ın 549 He died Dec 6, 604 He spoke both exıican
and Otom  1 (+ RICARD, Ftudes et documents, 135-151

Cristöbal de Agurto. He W as the brother of Pedro de Agurto. Nothing IMNOIEe

15 known of him [bid.,
512) 958, Angelica Library, Rome, tol 106
Ihe question mind whether not Indian students wWeIte

admıitted the Colegio San Pablo, In Siher Augüstinian schools of that period.
Ihe only information ave trom petitıon the King by Diego de
Soria, Nov - 1581 ( Mexico 285) He requested subsidy assıst four
reiig10us working ıth the natıves San Pablo We do not NOW whether this
work w as educational OTr parochial.
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had produced INanYy excellent scholars 513) hat wWas still Irue at +hie
LımMe of his wrılıng, he saıd Grijalva tells that the students trom
San Pablo WEeTE noTt subject LO examınatıon when en  I the Uni-
versıty of Vlexico, ancl Bishop Diego Romano of Tlaxcala wh W as

vVEeErYy QSTTICT CXaIMinNnın relig10us presented fOI‘ ordination, sed
eXEeEMpPT the students of the Colegio S0 24  a W as Grijalva s dm1-
ratıon of the school that he claimed that because of the scholars
raıned there the eX1can Province Was richer etters than an
other the Augustinian Order '>14) While ON Ca admire
his loyal enthusiasm, 1L would be difhcult OV: such SWECDINS
statemen

Ihe SUCCESS of the Colegio based LW principal elements
There Was, hrst of Al the hıgh grade peda2zogy and excellent facı-
lities tor study organızed by Alonso de la Vera Cruz Secondly,
there W as the element of SITıICT discipline The const:tutions for t+he
guıdance of students f drawn by Martin de Perea, OI of +he
professors of theology, AI'C remarkable both tor their wiscdom and
their se  y i1.'>) hey provide iıcleal ftramework suitable the
L1ımes, and reflect the SC[I.  CcCsS$sS ancl SINCET1LYy of +hese sixteenth
century Augustinilan IN  10 Narles Ihe hifteen articles, brief form,
ATrTe follows

In the introduction 1T Wa  N stated that Lrue wisdom the fear
of God and VIrLUOUS ıfe In the Augustinian Order there nOoTL

18) F.GUIARA E.GUREN, GIE:; paragraph FAZ San Pablo Wa confiscated
1861 and became the Hospital Juärez, according LO SCHLARMAN, Mexico and of
Volcanoes, -p135 ote

514) RIJALVA Cıl..; F.dad IL, chap. AXAUN, 157
I!bid chap 154 155 Grijalva CODY of the CONSLLEULIONS

and attrıbutes them Vera (CCruz SANTIAGO VELA HHA X 11 (March-Apri!
198 200 corrects his the basıs of the nofties of Sicardo 4349 Archivo

Nacional Madrid Sicardo SayS that Martin de Perea wWas commissioned tO wriıte
the const:ıtutions the chapter of 1578 He Iso became Provincial Aat that tLime

CT also, infra, ote 516
Martin de Perea W as natıve of Badajoz and W as professed Salamanca,

July 550 where he had tudied law the University Sometime betfore 563
he went LO Mexico became doctor at the University, and held the Arst Chaıir
of Theology 70 In 1578 he w as elected Vicar Provincial afterward he W äas

Frior San Agustin until his return Spain 1583 He became Provincial of
Andalusıa 589 and died few months later August öf the Samne yCaI
at Castillo de arci-Munoz Ihe General Gregorio Petrocchini! who w as present
at hıs death praised hım very highly C# BIA 246 249
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only contemplation and mortification, but also the M1INISICYy of souls
The Colegio San Pablo wWas LO CI ve both PUrTrDOSES

Article Ihe ful]l discipline of the Order 11 prevaıl at the
Colegio TIhere 31l be three days of fast ach week and the usual
CuUustoms of mortification and silence 111 be observed. Sanctity and
religious observance ATr LO be placed before learning.

-Article Ihe HiC€ 311 be recited choir VE day, and
the greater feasts Matins and Lauds 311 be saıd the early

hours of the INOTNINS
Article 8! nly the ‚est qualified youths aTe LO be sent LO the

Colegio0 order LO maıntaın high standard
Article Students wishing enter theology MUSL be well

grounded philosophy Those wishing LO enter philosophy mMust
be ell versed Latin

Article VAktter class hours the students dIie to be guided
conducting C A'£CWS and discussions 16}  24 themselves.

Article kach week disputations aArl LO helcd. i both theology
and philosophy.

Article VII On Sundays and other teasts the INOTE ımportan
disputations 311 be held and the theological students o the other
religious orders 11 be invıted LO partıcıpate

Article 188| In order LO avo1d useless ONvVersatıon and iınvolve-
ments of an kind 1T commande:d under obedience and penalty
of CXCOMMUNICATION, that oN«eC, neither ecclesiastic 1OT secular,
shall be invıted CO dine the Colegio at an LmMe Nor shall they
spend the nıght ı the Colegio.

Article In order IO TEINOVE an other Aistracticon LO stüdy
and contemplation, 1T forbidden, under the aIine penälty, f01‘
ah yVON'«C LO walkabout the CILy V1S1 < 501 house whatsoever,
eXCept for 16Casons of study,

Article TIhe students INa be permitted LO OUTt fo take
Dart DPTrOCEeCSSIONS.

Article The students INa LO San Agustin feastdays
LO take part the divine

Article 5:<51 They mMa also be permitted Out tO ear
SCIINONS attend academıicmeelings.

Article I11 W hen permitted LO Out, the students AT COIMN-

manded, under obedience ancl penalt& of eXcommunıcatıion, LO
and return by the mMOstT direct route

Article IV The doors the Colegio AI not be opened before
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five the MOCLNINS an mMust be closed at eight the EVECN1INS
After that OUT only those acdminister the Sacraments 111
be permitted OUu  e

Article Since the PUrpose of the Colegio ı LO traın prıesis,
t+hose students wh al qualified ı the Indian languages ImMaYy preach
and admıinıster the Sacraments outside of study hours

Such as the PTOgTrTam aıd Out by Martin de Perea
The penalty of eXCOMMUNICALION aAaDDECAaATS LO be OVeT SCVEIEC

latıon LO the relatively NO taults tor which 1L W as iımposed And
tact, 1L must ave een the of OINE€E dıifhculties, because

LWENTLY ca later, the provincıial chapter of 12596 the penalty
of exXxcommUNICAtıIıon wWas commuted less SCVETE discıplinary

516);
Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz, Vicar-Provincial an General Visi-

AatiLOTr of all the Indies, wWas also concerned SPONSOTNINS the 1905

the Philippine Islands )17) |t Was solely Augustinian
venture until 77 when the Franciscans arrıvedc few Ca
later the Jesuits and Dominicans also ent their assıstance that vast
NnNne fheld Grijalva claims that Vera Cruz wWas responsible tor f he
arrıval of the other religious orders 518) Santiago ela CT1ICIZINS
Grijalva claim pOoINts Out that historian of the Philippines has
attrıbuted such interventıon LO Fray Alonso {t W as rather through
the eftorts of another Augustinian Diego de erreTrTa, +hat the ‚artı-
C1patıon of the other orders wWas obtained $19) 1 here evıidence,
however that Vera Cruz had OIMnNne infiuence the task He had
assısted Diego de Herrera when the latter Wa  N hıs WaVYy LO Spaın

.Slfl) BI A V II 248 Santiago Vela employs the notes of Sicardo 4349
Archivo acıonal Madrid May 1596 lıbro de Provincia, ] 21 v tem INa

damos qUu«C nuestro Collegio de San Pablo guarden las Cönstituciones
lablemente qu«e hico e] C Fr Martin de Perea Provincial qUe fue desta
Provincia, eXcepto las descomuniones, las quales commutan sdiencias ‚ S

Ct Iso Santiago.s discussion about the publication of these const:tutions
trom the text of Grijalva,

5l) ote LANTERI, Postrema saecula S®e.  I quibus recensentur illus-
rıores 17r1 Augustinenses (3 Vol Tolentine, Rome 860 R He
Says that Vera Cruz ha: gone the Philippines ıth the first of IN1SS101NaTles

/arco Cuevas, BIA, VIIL, 159 ote speaks oft this and other CITOIS by Lanteri
He Iso menti.ons sımilar by Crusenius.

{Ihe hirst successful 18S107N the Philippines began ebü: 1565
518) RIJALVA, 61  eg dad 1LI chap. XXXV, 159

BIA VIH 160 ote
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LO report the Philippine m1sSs10nNs. In letter LO Juan e Ovando,
1n 1574 Fray Alonso recommended ‚errera the President of the
Councıiıl of the Indies, sSayıng t+hat hlS report :and suggest1ons WETI C

worthy of full consideration 2  &) hen 1n 1577 Vera YTUZ WTOLE

LO the King to Sa that the arrıval of the Franciscans 1n the Philip-
pınes Wa  CN grea help but that all three orders ın Mexico mMUst

partıcıpate because of the vastness of the m1ss1ı0n work 521)° In t+he
Samne letter Alonso mentioned DreVIOUS reDOrL he had sent t+he
Kıing about the Philippines. Presumabily, theretore., he had CC  —

mended the partıcıpatıon of the other orders earlier than T7 Vera
Cruz, accordingly, mMUst be g1ven al least SOIIl16 creclit for the arrıval
of other mı1ıss1ı0nNarıes 1n +hat Far East miıss1ıo0on.

Many of the Friars ın the Philippine Islands had OCcasıon LO

wriıte LO Vera Cruz LO report their adventures and LO seek hıs advice
1n the difhculties they mMe  m— I here ATeC, tor example, TWO extant etters
of Martin de Rada, energetic mM1ss10Nary and student of the
physical scClences. (In on OCCasıon he WTOLE fl‘v0 m MVlanıla speak
of the difhculties encountered ın tryıng LO organıze his second trıp

Chına z  er  C He also saıd he had wriıtten several books mathe-
matiıcs, geoMetltry, hydrography, astrology and clockmaking. S*OITIC
of these he had composed aTlt the request of Fray AIOI'ISO. ]I wo ca
later, 15/8, Martin de Kada WTrote trom Borneo where had SgON«cC
wiıth expedition e  \&  + He described hıs adventures and spoke of
grea mıssıon possiblilities In China In the chapter of 15/8, ın the
Philippines, report Wa  D Sent Alonso de Vera Cruz, the
oracle of those tımes, about difhculties encountered with the
bishops, similar LO the troubles 1n Mexico, and about certaın abuses

S..0) Mexico 282 J irıpetio, Fe 1574 On Diego de errera,
ct BIA, INL,

922) Mexico. 283 October 1, 1547 In thıs SaInl letter Vera Cruz
noted the King's order tO pPpromote the 181 Bulla de Santa Cruzada Alonso .sald
he had done here ıs record ot directive sent by him as. Vicar-Provincial,
probably ın 1575 0)4 1576, urgıng the friars preach the Bulla C 325
tols 2320.229v

J"-) 325 tols 31-46v, of five etters by Martin de ada Ihe on

of Manila, June 3, 576 18 published 1n Revista A gustiniana NOW Ciudad de 108),
1881) 55-56

On Martin de Rada, c£ BIA \V14.
325 ftols 23334 Burney Brunei) Aprıil 25, 578 Edited by

INTA ORENTE, Archivo Agustiniano, MN (May-Aug., 1951 254-256
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agaınst the natıves >  z  &) We ave already GCen 1ın the last chapter
the directive ent by Fray Alonso the Bishop of Mamla about the
privileges of relig10us. The Bishop himself had wrıtten LO seek
lonso’'s advice.

Another question which during Vera Cruz provincialate
concerned 70)9800=> regulations established by Philip for the
governing of the Church 1ın the Spanish Limpire. 1 he ecclesiastical
reforms projected by the Junta of 1568 had not ZoN«C through, but
Philip | did N OLT thereby a-dandon all efftorts at re-organızıng the
Church 1n the New World [# the plans for patrıarch and COmMmM1s-
sarıes general al COUTr had een adopted, ecclesiastical affairs woulc|
have remaıined INOTE within the hands of churchmen. nstead,
events turned out, the control of the cıvil authorities OV CI church
afftaırs became tighter and lay interference increased. JIhe NC 11.°4  -
ations WEEeI C issued al the Escorial, July 1573 Ihey became
known ın Mexico -shortly afterward, but z  © ca later, when Vera
TUZ Wa  N Vicar-Provincial, the Viceroy Martin Enriquez submitted

CODY of the Nn orders LO the Augustinian superl10rs 525 hey
WEerTre VEILYVY comprehensive and eSTE intended LO increase the control,
Nn ot only of the civil authorities, but Iso of the bıshops, OVEeI the
religi0us orders.

T hese orders Ca be summarızed under five general headıings.
The mMma)or SUper10rs WEeI E ordered LO make Out complete report

Al theiır toundations and a ]] the places that they served ın al
capacıty whatever. his Was LO be submitted IO the King 1n order
that (WE sole patron 1n everything spiritual, ecclesjastica] an:
temporal ın the Indies Ca  — have full and clear record of the whole
ecclesjastical sıtuatiıon Secondly, they WEeTE make Out

5?A) SANTIAGO VELA, HHA uly 1918 0, quoting trom (JASPAR
AGUSTIN, Conquistas de las Islas Philipinas, art Madrid 1698 San Agustin
reters tO Vera Cruz oräculo de aquellos t1ıempos and vicar-genera]l of the
Indies.

5-5) 525 tols 13-120 E.xtracts ftrom the royal order issued San OrenzZzZo
Escorial), July S: 15/73, sent LO the Augustinian rovincıal and Priors by the

Viceroy, Autographed by Martin Enriquez,
Martin Enriquez de Almanza w as Viceroy ın Mexico Itrom Nov D 1568

Oect 4, 580 He W as noted tor hiıs prudent government and gyoodness the
ndians. In 1580 he w as transferred [O Peru Ct CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos,

vV1l.
026 I!bid first regulation. COMIMO patron un!co que todo lo
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complete hıstory of all the ndians they served with f1111 details
about their culture, religi0n, CUSLOMS, gyovernment pPTODEeTLY, eic

J 'hirdly, the SUDET1IOTS WT LO BIVEC account of the constıitutkl1ons,
privileges, 111COIN € and D'  D of the order Fourthly, they WETEC

LO submit report their IN1ISS10N work indicating the number of
Dersons whom they ministeredc with full aCCount of the adminis-
ratıon f the Sacraments his report W as LO be made yearly and
khanded OVET LO the bishop, who turn, would submit diocesan
report LO the Viceroy Lastly, {he a]yo Was LO hand

report after each provıncıal chapter indicating ll changes and
{ hese appoıntments could N'OL take eftectappoıntments made

until apptoved by the civil authorities, and amnı subsequent changes
8}be made ofhices with the are o# souls MUuUsStT rst be approved.
T’he Viceroy W3a  N FO keep thelocal bishop‘ informed of these
matters 502  502

Ihen& regulätions naturally caused grea dismay oNZ the
friare |t appeared LO +hem that instead of being protected by the
King, they WEeTEC being hemmed and oradually placed under the
authority of the bishops Already, 15/4 when Vera Cruz rst
earned of the ne orders, he WTOLE complaın LO Juan cle
Ovando °) He sa1d the King J.  J orders constituted unlawful inter-
erence the internal afftairs of the order and eft the Wa OoPDEN
For disobedient religious LO appeal LO outside authority Furthermore,
the neCESSILY of gyetitmeg approval before IMOV1INY friar OutL of fhice
might INnecAan revealing atters of ONSCI1IENC: Vera TYUzZ especially
lamented the tendency LO place the religious under the bishops
and thus make them pastors o# souls the SIT1CT en He saıd
hey could work better they WT E and they WETE nOoT interested

the salaries and benefices of Dastors Such regulations also DaVC
the bishop the right send ı hıs Visılators, and that Wa  77 infringe-
ment uponthe authority -of the a Fray Alonsöo PTrO-
tested that he had talked- these things OV OF with Juande ()vando

Spain, and thought that Ovando had een agreement.

espiritual lesiastico tenporal de las indias podamos ener entera distinta
notıcıa de todo e] estado eclesiastico

C:, Fdad {17T hese ast [W.: stipulations aTtre added by RIJALVA
chaäp X XI They S  g Iso mentioned by Vera C’ruz C infra, ote 528

i Oect 20, 1574 (CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos, 304 307 Taken from
Mexico 282
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Vera TUZ WTOLE Saln the following yCcCar LO repeat hıs
CYrıtiıcısm 29 . He saıd the Ne regulations woulc destroy religious
discipline and, consequently, the work of evangelization. He
declared that Ovando as obliged ı ustıce LO take the part of the
relig1i0us orders, because of the SC1I V1ICE®E they had already N  n
The provincıals of the orders 111 OoINne LO Spain LO sSee solution
he saıd and the meaniıme the Nn orders should be SUS-

pended 'u.'30) Cuevas, ComMmMmentıng upon Ehis letter refers LO Fray
Alonso the light and torch of al the mendicant orders,
because of the leadership he provıded 531). According LO Grijalva,
the King decided, V1ICW of the complaints, LO suspend the N

regulations *® hat Was 1575 and 1L must ave een toward
the en of the YCAal, the Viceroy ha: sent the NOLLCE about
the 87 orders LO the Augustinians ate July of 1575

Vera Cruz, al the dADC of eventy-ON armne LO the en of his
term a])O 12578 Martin cle Derea, hıs collaborator

the ftormation of the Colegio San Pablo Was elected his SUC-
eSSor But 1L wWas NnOTL the ast L1ıme that Fray Alonso held the highest
on oNng the Augustinians Mexico. Ihree a later,
1581 the newly-elected Vicar-Provincial, nton10 de Mendoza died
shortly after takıng fhice By unıversal choice Vera TI1LZ Was asked
LO take hıs place 533) He thus became a]o for the hfth
iime, including three regular three VYCar per10.ds and LW lıInterım
erms He convoked N chapter September 1581 and Pedro
Suärez de Escobar W as elected Vicar Provincial i.'l«l)

929 March 15 1575 trom Mexico City | Mexico 283 Published by
(CUEVAS Historia de la Iglesia 159

W hatever MaYy aAve been Vera Cruz ıntentı:on here, he himself
went Spain

{ he iıdeas expressed these 3 etters ATr found sowewhat greater detail
undated and unsigned manuscr1ıpt which IMAaYy be the work of Vera Cruz,

although ıT not wriıtten his hand &i} 425 tols 294y
CUEVAS, Historia de la glesia, IL, 173 oftfe

582) GRIJALVA, CH.; dad IL, chap. XXVIIl]1, 149 Ihe question dı not end
there [t w as stil! after the death of Vera Cruz ı 1584

53!) [bid., dad I chap. 111, 534
584) !bid
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The Death o} Vera Cruz

Alonso de la Vera (Cruz W as then approaching the en of VeEIYyY
actıve ife £illed with a  e  9 responsibilities and works of IMany
kınds But hlS CNCIYY W as n OL yetl depleted ; he w as appointed
Prior of Tacämbaro ın hıs beloved Michoacän 53.')) hus ın his
declining he returned the ‚en of hıs rst m1ıss1ı0n labors
he Wa  D OoONCe INOTE 1n [ ierra Caliente where he had preached and
administered the Sacraments priest. Not long afterward,
however, hlS health broke down, and ıt aPpPCAaTS that he W Aas moved

San Agustin 1n Mex1co Cal 536).
For LW: a he suftered much from SOI urınary disorder,

but despite hıs paıns, he preserved the sSarmne patıence an: gentle-
eCSsSS$S which had always characterized hıs ıfe As he sa the end
drawıing MNMCcal, he composed letter ll the members of hıs PTO-
vince, recallıng that he had served them teacher superl10r,

ın other capacıtıes, and requesting that they commend his soul
God and ofter tor h1m tew Masses beyond the suffrages required

by the constitutions of the order. When al last he Was told by hıs
doctor JT onight yYyou 111 dine with God 1n heaven, Vera Cruz
replied Et lb1 11O' Tıt NO 537). He received the last Sacraments
al the hand of the Prior Juan Adriano. As the sacred Host W as

held before him, he asked NA1Ss |)ivine ord TeCE1VEe al t+he
works of hıs ıte accomplished by the Qrra of God and LO supply
tor Al his faults and faılings. Fray Alonso declared t+hat he Was

not CONSCIOUS of an aVeE SINn ın al the forty-eight ca of hıs
relig10us ife and that super10r he tried hıs est love and
EeIVE all

JIhe en Caine 1n July 1584 when Vera (Cruz Wa  N nearly
seventy-seven Vcxa old 538  — He W as buried ın the miıcdle of thıe

585) BASALENQUE, cCıl., Bk chap. DD  Vill, Wn
588) Ibid Basalenque Sa ySs Vera Cruz w äas at Tacämbaro when he died, but

the aCccount gıven by Grijalva indicates that his death occurred San Agustin.
C dad chap. X1, 595596 (Znd print.). Y he following account of his death

trom Grijalva,
5!7) RIJALVA, loc cıt
588) Ibid Grijalva SaYySs he W as eighty, but hıs EXaC apc wäas seventy-sıX. Vera

Cruz himself ha: wriıtten |)Dec Z3. 1565. that he W aAs then approaching his
fifty-eigth birthday. C ANTIAGO VELA HHA\, XIV (Nov.-Dec 920 302
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maın chapel of San Agustin. Present at the uneral W as t+he rch-
bishop Pedro Moya de ontreras wh Was also Viceroy, +he INCIIN-

ers of the royal audiencia, the cathedral chapter, the members
of the University faculties, and representatıves of a the relig10us
orders. TIhe "fU n«eral Oratıon Was delivered by the Franciscan Com-
missary General ® Pedro de Oroz. f Was an honorable and fitting
farewell OI of the most outstanding figures 1ın Spanish Amgrica
1 the sixteenth century.

ÄRTHUR ELNNIS,


