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hardware sStore ın the Motofurukawa section of Nagasakı
marks the sıte of the Church of St Augustine, ounded by Augusti-
nıan m1]ıss1onarıes ın 1606 and continumng wellspring of Catholic
Hruth until the en of m1ss1o0nary actıvıty 1n Japan twenty-nıne ca
later. During the pastorate of Blessed Ferdinand off St Joseph ıt
served worshipers. Here of OUT brethren, including
eleven wh ave een beatified, suffered martyrdom together with
thousands of the aithful. Atter thıs hero1c blaze of charıty the
curtaın of nıght descended Augustinıan m1ss10ns 1n Japan tor
TINOTEe than three centuries.

Ihe return oif the Augustinlans, long desired by Bishop Y ama-
gsuch!, Wa  N inıtiated by the late br Provincial Joseph Dougherty
of the ıllanova Provınce ın early 1952 communication LO the
late Fr Genera|l Joseph Hickey. br Hickey accordingly made
representations the Sacred Congregatıon fOI' the Propagatıon of
the Faıth, which WL answered June 16 1952 with the following
permission

Con ettera de]l | corrente, la Paternitä Vostra Reverendissima
domandava questo Sacro Dicastero 11 IN di pote mandare
alcunı Padıri di codesto benemerıto Ordine della [ )ioces] di Nagasaki
(Giappone).

riguardo, mM1 do PreMUr«a di significare V ostra aternıta
ch. questa Sacra Congregazlione, attestia la richiesta fatta dall
Eecc.mo Ordinario clı Nagasaki, concede ben volentier], CO la DIE-
sente, 1} desiderato

Mentre formulo vot] che buoni Fremitanı pPOSSaANO, sulle belle
de!]l loro predecessor1, compıl1ere ın Giappone telice, frut-
apostolado, profitto dell’occasione DECI rinnovarLe sSeNns] del

M10 distinto OSSEQqUIO, C© Cul AIn raftermarmı

della Paternitä V ostra Rev.ma
devotissımo nel Signore

(firm.) Card Fumasoni-Biondi, Pref
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Cello Constantinı, Degret.
hus 1t Caln about that three AÄAmerican Augustinians, Fathers

George Krupa and Ihomas Purcell of the Province of St Ihomas
of illanova and br E dward Robinson of the Province of OQur
Mother of 00d Counsel, arrıved ıIn Nagasakı November Z
1952

The athers lived tor yCal at the Yokahama monastery of
the AÄAtonement Friars while attending the Far kastern Institute of
Oriental Languages, which 18 conducted by the Franciscans 1n Tokyo
It Was above all NECECSSaATYV LO begin learning Japanese Meanwhile
the Shiroyama i GdA, rebuilt after total devastation bıy the AÄAtomic
Bomb W as designed their field of work ın Nagasakı. W;ith this
end ın V1EeEW the Augustinians purchased trom the Marianist Brothers

building an about five of and
Studcies In Tokyo WCIEC completed August 'Y 1953 (In the

Feast of Our oly Founder Bishop Yamaguch!i blessed the little
Monastery of OQur Mother of Consolation In Nagasaki and offtered
the rst Mass The athers wWeItc not yetl ready tor official parochial
responsibilities ahead of them stil] remaıined yCal o study with

teacher who amle daily LO the moNnastery. Their public chapel
wWas convenıent for the Catholics of the neighborhood, however,
and they [070)0! had v0o0d opportunıitıies IO preach and ear COIN-

tessions.
(n AÄugust 2 1954 work W as begun INOTIS sultable

nastery building and hall that W as LO V e emDOrary
church. (n All Saints Day the orner sione Olf ermanentTt church
edifice W as aid By Christmas the mOoNnNastery and hall (temporary
church) were completed and the Bishop had proclaimed the erection
of the 116e Parish O\f Shiroyama this 18 parısh with approximately
| 300 taithful mostly from amılies that kept the Faith through
the persecutıon and local mı1ıssıon held of Pagans Father
Purcell became the Airst pastor. On May l‚ 1955 the ne church
W as dedicated, leaving the hall free tor other uses

Ihe rst ımportant provısıon for the education of the
wWwWas the CONversion of the hall ınto child Center and kindergarten
with 150 children and four teachers. Later the athers began COIN-

struction the rst tree Catholic parochıal schoo| 1n Japan. The
schoo] 15 LO accomodate, at first, 300 children of the parısh. Although
the Sisters of St Maur wh are highly regarded educators In
Japan, 311 provide the teaching staff, the school ll be directed
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by the Augustinian Fathers and ru along the lines of AÄmerican
parochial school.

Bishop Yamaguch!i desired the athers LO CORNCEN themselves
also with unıversıity students. In the £a]] of 1954 LTWO athers joined
the Einglish Faculty of the venerable University of Nagasaki, thus
becoming the first Catholie prlıests LO teach ıIn that instıtution. Atter
the N monastery Was ready the building formerly sed .f01' thıs
PUrpDOSEC W as made nto St Mary's Hostel tor unıversıity students
and placed under the directorship of Fr Krupa. [+ 15 LO be noted
that the majJor1ty off the wenty-two students housed there aie p —
Dalls

It 185 imposs1ible to 5 how INaNnYy athers wil] OIl: day be needed.
{Ihe first reinforcements arrıved in UOctober, 1954 They WT Fathers
James Ryan (Vıllanova Fx:) an Fdward Griffin
( of C6 Comase] x} These fathers went at ONCe LO Jokyo
LO embark the indispensable study of the Japanese Language.

Thomaé PURCELL,

Nagasak;i (Japan!).


