
Dutch Augustinian miss]onariles
ın Bolivia

The |5th CEeNLUry of the death of St AÄugustine In 1930 seemed
to be the right OCcasıon fulfill long-cherished desire of the
Dutch Augustinians LO partake ın the apostolate of the m1ss1o0ns.
his the provınce could do only with sacrifice, because ıt
W as but 35 ca sSince ıt had gained ıts independence.

In choosing m1ıssıon terrıtory the Province would ave PEGC-
ferred vicarlıate prefecture In the Dutch colonies of the ast
Indies %] but ın September 1929 the Father provincial, Dr Servus
Makaay, mMet ın Paris the Most Rev August Sieffert
bishop of La Paz 1ın Bolivia, who W as travelling ın Europe looking
fOI' priıests LO help hım 1n l'llS VAastil diocese, where acute shortage
of clergy W as threatenıng Catholic ıte with slow but certaın death
his meetıng started the negotliations which led the eventual
toundation of the miıssıon ın 1930 °)

Ihe Augustinians had een working ın the Vice-Royalty of
DPeru, which comprised present eru and Bolivia. The four principal
cıtıes of Bolivia : La aZ, Sucre, ochabamba, and Potosi, had their
Augustinian church and monastery, ocated at the princıipal plazas
of the L[LOWNS TIhe famous Indian shrine of OQur Lady al Copacabana
had een ın the hands of the Augustinians. The WAarTrs of indepen-

7 In 19729 negotlatıons WOEIC begun ith different m1ssıonary Orders, tO obtaıin
terrıtory the island of Java the maller neighboring island o$ Madura, but

they dıd nOL ead satisfactory results.
Ihe Defnitory of the Dutch provınce approved the plans March 26,

030 Within [W: weeks ollowed the approval of the Most Rev Prior General
Esteban (Letter the provınce by Father Makaay Aprıil xx 1930 In the

archıves of the 1Ce provınce which shall refter AV  au Ihe ACCcCess

these archıves wWas made possible through the kindness of the present cCommıssary
provincılal, Father Marcus Meyer).
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dence around 1800 expelled al these friars, wh had always een
faıthful subjects of the Spanısh Crown. Churches and monasterıes
wWeTre confiscated : OQINEeE of the churches were transterred LO the
Franciscans seculars °}

On October 8th, 1930 the rst of four mı1ssıoners departed
from Holland: LW priests and [W lay brothers, led by the super10r
Fr Chrysostomus’ W. Van Dyk TIhey arrıved ın La Paz No-
vember |15th of the aIne yYyCcCar br Van Dyk of and
energetic personality, had ecen undoubtedly the best-known Augus-
tinıan 1n Holland. He W as the ounder of the National Eucharistic
League, which he had organized ın order to promote the Ne

decrees of the Holy Pope 1US with respect LO Irequent Com
munıo0on and the devotion LO the Blessed acrament. He Was OL e.-

Lary for the organızatıon of the International kucharistic Congress
of AÄAmsterdam 1ın 1924 he W as OT: of the country s foremost SDCa-
ers and preachers, an thus ıt caused considerable surprise when
he volunteered LO be the rst Augustinian mıssıoner ın Bolivia.

Once 1n Bolivia, however, br Van Dyk Was seriously dis-
appointed. kor INa who had een sed LO preaching LO large
crowds of people and packed churches, LO see1ıngz thousands of
w en and children receıve Holy Communion, 1t W as utterly
disconcerting to observe the unfortunate condition of the Church
1n. Bolivia; with ıts MDPLY and fiıltchy churches, without priests. The
people were lıving 1ın superstition and unbelief. hıs Was LOO much
for INa of his temperamen and actıvıty, ancl Dec 30th of the
SaIne YyCar he wWwWTrote LO his super10rs In Holland that it would be

CI'ICHCSS task for the Dutch Province LO spend INe and efftort
such hopeless sıtuatıon 5) He directed his leave Bolivıa
January 15th 19531, an return LO Holland During their journey,

however, word Came from Fr Provincial that under n cırcumstances
should Fr Van Dyk back LO Holland. hus he went the
German contreres at Racine, isconsin, A E} until ıIn the spring
of 1933 the Most Rev Father Clement Fuhl General of the Order

* [t does not SIN be within the PUTIDOSC of this rticle describe the
history of the Augustinlilans ıIn the Spanish colonijal empıre. We mMmust reter
the exıisting lıterature the subject.

“ Copy of letter 1n AV.  U Hıis description of Bolivian conditions 15 definitely
LOO dark and pessimıiıstıc. With the letter he sent telegram hat they WeIC leaving
the Oun({ry., His decision leave betore apswer of the Provincial ha eached
Bolivia W as unfortunate.



Dutch Augustinian missiONaries In Bolivia 819

invited hım OVeTr LO Italy LO be pastor of the Shrine of OQur Lady
of ood Counsel at (Gienazzano Aan: international director of the
P;ious Union. But his health sufferecl much 1n that COUNIFY, he
W as aon permitted to back LO the United States, where he
worked ıIn St Rita's Parish 1n Chicago, unti| his death, March 25th
1939

Fr Van yk's MEINOLVYV 18 oreatly honored ın hlS provınce,
although his eftort LO establish the Bolivian mıssıon fajled. It
taught the provınce that such enterprise would not be CasSYy

had een anticıipated during the time of preparatıon and rst
enthusiasm. br Van Dyk’'s ailure put the whole proJject LO
SECEVEeTIEC test Who W as Z01Ng tO accomplish what such emiınent
and energetic organızer had nOot een able LO achieve  ]  » Finally,
OIl of the MOSsT prominent of the Province made himself
avaılable. Father Ihomas Van der Vloodt, M Inma

already 1n his sıixtıes, fervently asked permissıon LO be sent At
that time, Fr Van der Vloodt wW as pastor of the newly ounded
parish of St Ihomas of Viıllanova at Nıjmegen, ocated ın VEIY
POOTF section of the LOWN, with population mostly of unskilled
factory workers. his pariısh probably provided the est preparatıon
tor Bolivia TO be tound 1n Holland vet; 1t W as certainly mOost

usual for INa of hıs agC LO leave hıs natıve Counftry, where he
had served the Order master of nNOoVvıces, professor of theology
and finally pastor tor INOTE than ca [Ihe admıni'ıstration
of the Province, however, did nOot thing ıt should refuse the
ofter of this zealous priest, who seemed LO NOW what he wanted.
br Provincıal consented, January 28th, 1931 7} and Fr Ihomas
departed February 25th On his Journey he Was joıned by Brother
Frederick Van Grinsvens, OIl of the original QUD, wh had waited
tor him al the Dutch iısland of Curacao 1ın the West Indies. TIhe
other z members of the orıginal had chosen back LO

Holland, with the full cCoOonsent of br Provincial.
hus tor the second tiıme, the Bolivian mi1issıon Was started.

After arrıvıng 1ın La Paz Faster Sunday, April 5th. 1951 the
LW miı1ıssıoners stayed 1n that cıty with bishop Sjeftert 1n order LO

investigate exısting conditions and LO SC what type of work should
be accepted. On December 23rd of the amne VyVcCal they set OUut
for the terrıtory of South Yungasf ocated about 50 miles ast of

73 Many details ot Fr I homas’ history ave taken trom his diary 1ın AV  U
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La Paz his 15 section of moderately high mountaıns, with steep
and DNartfOoOW valleys, through which r1vers flowing from the highlands
find path LO the AÄmazon owlands. Ihe climate ıIn the scattered
small villages at altitudes of feet 15 sem1-tropical, an
the people make living ralsıng coffee, OTranges, bananas ancl
especıially CCa for densely populated | a Paz ancl the AÄAndean. hlS
AICcCa, coveriıng roughly 1500 miles Was the Augustinian mission
held

Fr Van der Vloodt found conditions extremely bad In the
chief LOwn of Chuluman:!: (pop. 2000 there W as O: old an sickly
priest ; the other villages had nOtLt En priıest for INanYy ca
Fr Ihomas made hlS headquarters at the village of Chirca, from
where he started LO make long Journeys mule-back throughout
the terrıtory, along NarTOWwWw paths through the mountaıns, wadıng
through rıvers, 1n order LO get omIne dea of what had LO be one
The siıtuatıon Was almost desperate. People calling temselves Ca
tholics had torsaken the practice of their religion churches wWeTrTe

ın dilapidated condition with weeds orowıng 1ın them. A+t the
present time 1t unbelievable that br Ihomas did NnOL g1ve

immediately ook f01' easıer work, but there e LO ave
een unconquerable force and CHNCISY within” the sou]l of this
z which drove him LO stay and begin this seemingly hopeless
task of bringing back the people of the Yungas LO the Church He
wrotfe LO his super10rs ıIn Holland sayıng that there WETE definite
possibilities 1n thıs m1ss1on, and asked fOI' help his help arrıved
1n the DETSONS of br Lamberto G1elen and Brother Juan Swinkels,
early 1952 and br Ireneo Otsen with Brother Pedro Coolen ın 1933
Wi;th the latter LW  ®] also Came Fr Provincial Makaay LO perform
the rst Visitation, October 1933 Completely exhausted, br Ihomas
died al Chulumanı February 16th, 1934 ©) OQurs 15 nNnOot the task
LO judge his work and his merıiıts, but the fact remaıns, that what-
BVSıT the Dutch Augustinians ave een able LO do 1n Rolivia durıng
the past 75 Ca  , 15 due basically LO the undaunted an indefatigable
PETISEVCIANCE of the 60-year old pıoneer Fr TIhomas Van der Vloodt.

The LW princıpal towns of South Yungas were entrusted

* On the ast Pasec of his diary read, not without deal of espect
tor this remarkable Augustinian: 1934, Jan od’s Wi:ll be done ın everything,
and VYS, and everywhere. kor the DOOTF 1ssıon of Bolivia sacrıfıces shall
ave be made En Cgo qula vocastı D
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OUT Caie 1n 19372 ıIn March 1932 bishop Sieffert appoıinted br | am-
berto Clelen pastor of Irupana, and LDecember |3th of the ame

VCar br { homas received hIS appoıntment pastor al Chulumaniı,
after the natıve Dastor had resigned because of old „ 8°A and
health TOIR these cCenters the athers and brothers undertake U:

[OUS JjJourneys LO attend LO the people 1ın the Nan Yy small villages,
Indian communitıes and the mınes of the arca ‘ The transportatıon

A The houses at Irupana and Chulumanı!ı received their canonical foundation
from the Most Nev Father General Pasquin1ı June 2ist, 1938 (Reser. Congr.
de Relig 4360/38 of June |4th, 938 With respect the parishes, there exısts

contrac between the bishop of a Paz and the Augustinlan Order, signed by
bishop Sieftert and Fr Makaay, Nov Oth, 1953, whereby the bishop entrusts

the Augustinıans the aic of al parishes In the provınces of South Yungas and
Inquisivi (which lıes Just ast o$ Yungas) for indefinite time. Among other

regulations, ıt 15 stated that f ın the future the bishop wants LO cance] the contract,
he shall gıve months notice, similarly ıf the Augustinl1ans wish retire, they
Iso promise g1ve month's notice (COpy in AVP)

decree of the Congr. Concilii, dated April 5th 1943, assıgns the parish
at Chulumanı the Order C ad nuLum Sanctae Sedis », and the other parishes
ın South Yungas (Irupana, Laza-Ocobaya, Chirca-Villg Aspiazu, and: Yanacachı)

ad nutum Ordinarii D In 054 preliminary contract W as signed by the Arch-
bishop of La Paz: Most Rev Abel Antezana, the provincla Fr Van der

Weijden, and the commi1ssary provincial Fr Meyer, In order obtain
‚6k decree whereby these parishes Iso would 02n 93i> ad NUutu: Sanctae
Sedis ‚ I

On December 24th 1939, work w as begun 1n t+he provınce of Inquıisıvı,
already mentioned ın the contract ıth bishop Sieftert. communıty W S set

ın the LOWN of Quime, trom where this 'ast terrıtory W as LO be taken aic of
Under the direction of Fr Mateo Suiker 915 monastery W as built Quime.
However, 1n 1947, during the visıtatıon of Fr Provincial ebastianus Van Nuenen

negotlatıons WE © begun He Civision of terrıtoriıes. prelatura nullius W a>s

to be formed, comprisıng Inquisıvı ıth few other provınces. Ihe prelature
W as first offered the Augustinlans, wh: declared they could not accept ıt,
thıs would 111ea that Yungas ha be abandoned, and the prelature itself W as

already LOO ast tor OUrTr small number of INe hus the prelature W as gylven tO

the Spanish Passıoniısts (Constitutio Apostolica Quod Christianae plebis regimin]
of December 25th, 949 As result of thiıs the Inquisıvı provınce W as turned
el these Passionist athers May 16th, 1951, and the monastiery Quime
sold them T he house Quime ha received canonical foundation.

A+t the equest of the archbishop o$ LL_a Paz, the Hollandish Augustinı]ans have

been takıng z of the parish of Coroi1co, which comprIıses almost al of the

proviınce of North Yungas, S1nCe February 051 hıs work however, which COIl-

tinues this date, 1S still being considere: tempOorary, that a’
have been made obtaın canonical]l foundation and other rights,
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problem, always maJor ONn has partly een solved by the
acquısıtion of Jeep ancl another will be acquired [010)81

The results of 25 ca of hard work Ca be summed by
statıng, that churches ın their CaIie are ıIn z00d condition, people
ave earned LO respect their priests, hardly an vyvone dies without
the Sacraments, marrıages ave een validated, there 15

of faithful Catholic families In each village, an INan y
thousands ave made their rst Communion e

ork 311 always be hard ın these reg10ns, where ON: enNCcCOounters
apathy ın religious atters, where people do not COn LO Care

LO SUur Dass certaın level] of religious traditions, where they AI

willing LO LO church certaın local feast days and tO partıcıpate
1n Processi1ons varıous OCCaslıons, but where it 15 MOST difAcult
LO convınce them that truly Christian ıfe cComprises InNOoTre than
Just that. his 15 long-term miıssion work.

g ( With respect the apostolic work ıIn these districts, e problems ave
developed by the revolutions of the past ten Up few ag the
Indian population did hardly COUN within the soc]al and economıc structiure of
the country. All authority an infiuence rested ıth smal of whites and

» 1 mestizos. Recently, thıs sıtuation has changed profoundly. TIhe present OVeINn-
ment, through ıts Agrarian Reform of 1953. has tried ‚d put end the
system of large ownership, by allotting the and the ndians. The origınal
OWNETS aAare 910) allowed to keep only small hereas the Indians
formerly ha work LW three days week the land of the big
without PaY, but ıIn exchange for small plece of ground which they could
cultivate tor their OW.: use, today this labor 1s be Trewarded. In this n. 0975 . DE Va system there 18 much which, at first sight, INOTEe attractıve than 1t 18 ın
reality. For one:thing, production has decrease enormously, and ıt 1s very ell
possible that ManyYy, ın the end 111 be OOIECI than they sed hbe In spıte
of this, the Indian population has acquired deal of self-respect, which
Ca be undone agaın, not on N the peasants but Iso N: the

miıners. All these people, who sed have ‚Ven their prıvate affairs
)). taken are of by compadres )) (a form of small-time lawyers) 1n town, today

want take are of themselves, and unıte 1n trade unı]ıons. As the majJor1ıty of
them aAlIe illiterate, naturally the most actıve elements l! obtain the
infÄuence. Shall these be the Catholies the Communists ?} At this momenL(T,
both partıes have equal chances. It wWas da JOY IM observe
that OUr missioners PaYy the ullest attention this sıtuatıiıon. They are earnestly
tryıng obtain sufficient number of lay catechists and labor leaders, especially
In the small Indian communitıes. Unfortunately, OUr onfreres themselves aAIc

serl1ously handiıcapped by their yetLl insufficient knowledge of the Indian natıve
languages., Improvement this poınt would undoubtedly be of the highest 1 -
portance (From the visıtation In Bolivia, letter the Dutch provınce

by Fr Provincial Van der Weijden, September 4th 1954)
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Shortly atter the establishment of the Yungas mıssıon 1t became
clear ° that the Augustinians should also settle 1ın OIl of the larger
cıtıes of Bolivia 20 ın order LO ave foothold for arrıving m1S-
s1ioners, procuratıon center for the benefit of those 1nland‚ and
poıint of contiact with Church and State authorities. his would also

LO the prestige of the Augustinlans, wh would ave remaıned
practically unknown ıf they ha confined themselves LO the remote

terrıtorlıes of Y ungas.
| a Paz seemed the natural sıte for such establishment, and

during World War this led LO the foundation of parısh 1n
this cıty TIhe foundation W as complicated by the fact that within
the parısh terrıtory there W as VeErIY popular shrine with M1ra-
culous statiue of Lord Nuestro Senor de CGiran Poder (Our
lLord of (ireat Power) +2) Today the maın street of Chiını,
almost completely Indian borough of I_a Paz yVyOoOUu 311 Gnd
beautiful N church with parish hall and ın the back of this
|5-r00m monastery, which SCTITVCS recLory ell headquarters
of the Fr Commissary Provincial. parısh of-an estimated LO

50,0000 people 18 being cared tor by communıty of athers ancl
brothers 12) Here literally thousands of Baptisms are administered

VE yYCal, hundreds of marrı]ıages Ar blessed, and, aided by
£aithful Zr 0 UD of catechists. the athers teach religion 1n | public
schools o the alca Hundreds of families are being visıted, an
VEIY Friday ndians trom Al OVeEeTL COIME ınto the church LO adore
their beloved Senor de Giran Poder c

Within thiıs parish there live INOITIE people +han ın al of Yungas,
and eXcept for transportatıon, problems B > similar and EeVOCIl greater.

cıty, growıng far LOO fast for ıts capacıty LO absorb NneWCOMETIS,

(070)91 becomes breeding place for pOoverty, discontent and Com-
munısm. There 15 decent housing, 11ght‚ water W  c 1n
the outskirt sections where thousands AI entering vVery yCal,

8 Fr I1 homas Van der Vloodt already wrıtes about this possibility LO Fr
Provincial Makaay 11 the fall of 032

10) The provinclal chapter 1n Holland of 038 ZaVC order PreDAaAILEC the
oundatıon of house with church 1ın Ia Paz

ll) AVP contaın large number of documents the subject.
12) decree of the Congr. Concilii assıgns the parish the Order ad

nutum Sanctae Sedis (May 22th, Ihe monastery W as canonically erected
by +he Most Rev Father General Eberhard Oct 25th, 1954 (Reser., Congr.
de Relig. Oect 19th, 1954)
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ooking for job which they thought would be easlıler Wa to
make [8)  c than LO WOI'k the and These problems AL known
1ın Man Yy big cıtıes the world OVEGI 9 they Al accentuated iın
COUNLry which 15 perhaps the pOoorest ıIn the estern Memisphere,
and which has een afflicted by political and economıc instability.
The help of foreign prıests and relig10us AL vitally needed fOI'
there are few natıve clergymen, and the maJor1ty of them Are old

The third and ounges branch of Augustinian labor In Bolivia
185 o)el which could a(0)8 possibly be missed ın an full-2r0wn COIN-

munıty within :the Order |+ 15 the apostolate of teaching, which
the Order undertook through the erection of secondary schoo]
ıIn ochabamba, the second largest C1ıty ın RBolivia (pop. 00,000) *
T here Afre LWO WAaYS of conducting school In this COUNLIry One
could SsSiar e1811 Itrom the assumption that since In Bolivia the educ-
ational and economıiıc level 15 Ng the lowest ın the New W orld

simple little schoo| would suffice ; whatever woulc be taught,
would be x00d enough, anything at Al 18 always better than
nothing. Such schools could ave een started In an place at
all 1n Bolivia. Wi;ith INOTITe than illiteracy, this should nNnOoL ave
een difficult Actually, Man y such schools exıst, and INan y INOTe

aAr needed. However, the Super10rs of the Dutch provınce of the
Order ave chosen LO sel school which In Man Yy respects
Dasscs ordinary Bolivian standards. Many of careful] DTeEDAaTM-
atıon ave DOoNEC ınto this proJect 14)‚ which shows grea promıse
ıIn ıts beginnings, although this VerYvy preparatıon has placed Ser10us
responsıibility those wh are assıgned accomplish thiıs work

Colegio San Agustin ), the rst Catholic instıtution of ıts kind
ın Bolivia, 15 different from other secondary schools ın the COUNLIrYy
In that ıt primarıly SLIresSsES scientific an technical subjects, .ell

18) On July 25R 1950, t+he Most Rev Berthold Buehl OFM, apostolic admi-
nıstrator of the diocese of Cochabamba approved the foundation ot such school.
hiıs approval wWas confirmed by the Most Rev Tarcisio Senner OF M, bishop of
Cochabamba, June 4th, 1954 ANP) The canoniıca| foundation Was granted
by the Most Rev Fr General|] Eberhard Oet 25th 1954 (Reseript. Congr.
de Re 9 Oct |9th, 954

14) In 1949, the proviıncıal chapter In Holland SeNT Frs Marcos Meyer and
Andres Van Meegeren Cochabamba PTreDAaTE the foundation of the school,
whereas three tathers WeIEe sent LO Villanova University, obtain
engiıneering degrees ; few later SOINEC INOTE priıests WeIC assigned

Villanova University for the SaIiIlle PUrpOosce,. In January 1955 the schoo| W as

actually begun.
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the study of the English language, which has become INOTC and
INOIEC ıimportant In Bolivia.

Besides providing vood Catholic education for ıts pupils, the
DUrpOsS«e of thıs school has een conceived adding certaın form
of prestige to the Church ın Bolivija, by showiıing that the Church
15 willing LO make sacrıfices toward the technical development of
the COUN(IFrY, which 18 110 being undertaken by Varıo0ous international
organızatıons, such Point OUr and UNLESCO In Bolivia,
ell anywhere else, certaın degree of economıc welfare 15
indispensable ftor sound development of Catholic family ite his
school ıll furthermore, Lr y tO maıntaın al least high level of
education that of OINne influential Protestant schools, and LO

provıde the Lype of modern education INMan V Bolivian parents are

apparently demandıng for their children. It has een unfortunate
ST of difficulty LO the Catholic Church ın Bolivia, +hat INa y
people send their children LO Protestant schools, wh1ch make a:200d
ımpression due LO the considerable Anancıal a1d they receıve from
their mother churches ın North merica. It has een saic that these
Protestant institutions wWeTre the only places where ON could learn
scıences, engıneerıngz and Einglish 1n preparatıon for urther studies
abroad T hese schools ave een educating large number of
people wh VEeErIYy often did nNnOLT become Protestants, but whose OUL-
ook religio0us atters 15 OIl of complete indif#erence and ONC-

sicded criticısm of the faults of the Church ın South merica. [t has
become NECECSSATV, 1n Al of South Ämerica, LO show that being
xood Catholic o€es nNnOTt necessarily include being behind the tıme,
and 1t 15 exactly this poılnt which Colegio San Agustin 15 tryıng
LO emphasize 1n 1ts WaYysS and methods.

|+ 15 clear, that such ambitious proJect should COSL large
amount of INONECY. hat 1t has een possible, 15 due LO unusual
form of cooperatıon between the Dutch and the z North AÄmerican
provınces of the Order

TIhe Ämericans. obtained ten priıests from the Dutch provınce
LO relieve emporary shortage of teachers 1in their Vvarıo0ous high
schools and colleges. With their salaries, the Dutch provınce W as

able LO finance the construction of monastery and workshop
al Cochabamba, and funds AL avajılable for the construction of
the maın school building, which 311 be begun within short time
hus without an outside help donation, Colegio San Agustin
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could be realized, and 111 be able tO maıntaıin standard which
Ca match anything Bolivia 15 showing today.

TIhe most recent foundation 7 W as established 1ın the parish
of St Joseph ıIn the cCıty of Camagüey, uba which 15 affıliated
LO the Bolivian Vvice-province. TIhe Dutch provınce accepteél this
parish at the special request of the ate Fr Dougherty, provinclal
at Villanova. OUr athers AdIie workıing at Camagüey at the present
time.

In February 1951 the Bolivian miss1ıon Wa  CN elevated LO the rank
of ice-Province under the protection of St Ihomas of Villanova,
patron Saint of the pıoneer-missliıoner Fr Van der Vloodt } Its
rst commiıssary-provincial, Fr Emilio De Rooy, wh had een
vicar-provincı]al siınce 1943 W as forced to resign ıIn November 1952
because of health * |t W as hard sacrıfıce tor Fr [)e Rooy
tO make, when he W as told LO Stay In Holland havıng worked
14 ca 1n Bolivia example of unselfish priestly zeal. Today
December 1955 the Vice-Province consısts of priests (22 In Bolivia,

In Camagüey, teaching with the North-Ämerican provinces), an
lay brothers (all In Bolivia). his small force 15 NO tryıngz LO

accomplish the vast work entrusted LO ıts Care It 1S oreatly inspired
by the example of ftour emınent Augustinians wh sacriıhed their
lives fOl‘ the Bolivian mi1iss1ıons. First of al should be mentioned the
Most Rev Father Clement Fuhl ho, being Prior General of the
Order, decided LO LO Bolivia LO perform the Sacred Visitation
In 1935 In spıte of l health an advice LO the COntrary, he de
monstrated his een interest ın the mıssıon by undertaking
the arduous Journey from the Pacific Coast (port of Arica, Chile)
CI0OSS the feet high AÄndes LO la Paz, his Was LOO much
for his weakened constitution : few days after his arrıval 1n La
Paz he died saıntly death March 3lst 1935 His mortal remaıns

15) Correspondence between the superl1ors of the Order and the Most Rev
Carlos Rıu, bishop of Camagüey, ın AV  as The athers arrıved ın Camagüey ın
February 055 Canonical oundation W as granted by the Most Rev Father General
Fberhard March 8th, 055 (Indultum Apost March 4th 955

16) Ihe Congregatio intermedia at Culemborg, Holland, February Ist 1951
made the decision, which W as approved by the Most Rev Father General Hickey

February I5th, 051 AVP)
11) TIhe Definitory In Holland accepted his resignatıon November 6th, 1952

and appointed the SaInle day the present commissary provincial, Very Rev
Father Marcus Meyer SI  O
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were transferted tö Germany ın the SUINIMNET of 1953 Besides
Fr Clement Fuhl and Fr Ihomas Van der Vloodt, the Augustinians
1n Bolivia ı11 always remember LW  ®] priıests, wh-: ın their
ardent apostolic zea| perhaps took LOO lıttle CLn of themselves,
see1ing Aock without shepherds: Fr F:r dmund Van
Beek wh died al Chulumanı February 8th, 1938 ar the 54
of 27 after Vecar and months of work ın Bolivia, and Fr Mar-
celino Mes, who also died at Chulumani,; January |Sth, 1948
al the age of 3 after ycCal and months o# m1ss10Nary labor

Gireat sacrifices shall ave LO be made ), Er { homas wrote

the last page of his diary. They ave been made and 311 ave
LO be made 1 the work begun 15 LO ear much fruit.

William SAE[MAN‚
ILa Paz,

December Ith 1955


