
An Unpublished Manuscrıipt Contaın-
ıng Statistics an Biographical

Notes Concerning the Augustinijans
In Mexico C: 1595

In the Biblioteca Angelica. ocated ın the former monastery
of St Augustine 1n Rorne‚ there 15 small sixteenth Century INanu-

scr1ıpt book entitled : Formularium Dro 11S qut sunt secretıs OT7T-

dinis °} At the en of the volume aTre inserted number of DapDerTs,
Ol o# which Z1VeEs statıistics the Augustinians ın New Spain ’ 1t
consısts of z  ®] smal| (nos. 106 and 107) wrıtten In Latin.
There 15 date, but the wriıter, Agustin cCe Carvajyal, became
the Spanish assıstant veneral ıIn 1595 Ihe manuscrıpt mMust aAave
een wriıtten around that yYCal report the friars an foun-
dations ıIn Mexico. his conjecture 18 conhrmed by ıts OoONTEeNLILS

Carvajal speaks of the burial place of Pedro Suärez de E scobar,
Bishop-elect of Guadalajara, who had died 1n 1591 Furthermore,
Agustin de Carvayal reters LO himself Magister D title awarded

him by the Augustinian general at the conclusion of the chapter
of 1597 (In the other hand, he mentions only On provınce 1ın
Mexico - therefore, he MUST ave wriıtten Prevl1ous LO 1602 the ate
of the toundation of the second provınce, that of Michoacän. his
manuscrıpt 15 both interesting and valuable, nOot only for statıstics,
but also for biographical notes OoINe of the outstanding Augus-
tinıans 1n New Spain In the sixteenth CenNtury Ihe intormation g1ven
by Carvajal (: be consıdered accurate he had INanYy ca of

958 (F NARDUCCI, Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum praeter
STaAaCCOS el orientales ıIn Bibliotheca Angelica, (Rome, 1893 404 Here the No
of the 18
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experience ın the m1ss1ons of Mexico, served secretarvy to Pedro
Suärez de kscobar when the latter W as provincial, and held several
high posıt1ions 1ın his order.

Agustin de Carvajyal Wa  CN controversl1al ell OUuUtT-

standıng higure 1n Augustinlian history 1n the ast cCa. of the S1X-
teenth century orn of noble exican famıily ın Guadalajara,
he and his brother Diegzo WEeTIC the Airst Augustinlan OV1ICEes received
at the monastery 1ın that C1ty AÄAgustin later went LO Spain to

study at Salamanca. He subsequently became VEIY much involved
ın the confusion surrounding the juridical status of the F€“ Augus-
tinıan provınce ıIn Mexico %} As discrete the vgeneral chapter
held IA Kome 1n 1592 Carvajal spoke f01' those friars ın Mexico
w.h sought LO establish a provınce, tree from the authority
of the Spanish provincıal and subject immediately LO the general
ın Kome Urged by Carvajal, an agaınst the wishes of the
Spanish relig10us and civiıl authorities, the athers of the general
chapter created separate provınce 1n Mexico. Again at the urgıng
of Fray AÄgustin, the general, AÄAndrea Fivizzanı, sought LO ave thıs
actıon 0!f the chapter confirmed by Pope Clement VIL brief
LO that effect Was y]ven at Rome July 2 1592 Agustin de Car-
vajal promptly dispatched CODY of the brief LO Mexico, thus DIEC-
cluding an intervention by Philip the Spanish provincılal.

his infAÄuence exercised by Carvajal ın Rome has een crıt1-
cized \@ 508e °) but aTt least ıt 1S clear that hıs interest 1n Augus-
tinıan affairs 1n Mexico W as wholehearted and sincere. Hıis eftorts
ın KRome, S wWeEIC appreclated by the general ho, al the
end of the chapter of 1592 awarded hım the title of Master of
Sacred Theology. Carvajal s infÄuence at Rome continued, fOI' he
became the assıstant general for the Spanish-speaking provinces of
his order 1ın 1595 In 1605 he W as chosen lf01‘ the bishopric of Pa
NaImna, and ın 1612 advanced LO the See of Guamanga ıIn the King-
dom of eru Agustin de Carvajal died around 1620

Following 15 the text of Carvajal’s report Mexico

BASALENQUE, Historia de la ProvıINCIA de San icoläs de olentino de
Michoacän (2nd ed Mex1ico, 1886), } 413 1 omäs HERRERA, Alpha-
betum Augustinianum (Madrid, 1644), .

ELNNIS, Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, A 9 1n Augustiniana, Vol 5!
No (Louvain: August, 955), 258-259

Ibid Gt note 268
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In rovincla Mexicana orclinis sanctı Augustini SUnNnLT septuagınta
duo CONVeEnNLUS 1n ul provıncla QUAC Omınıs Jesu nomınatur.

Conventus Augustin] in cıvıtate Mexicana habet centum quin-
quagınta ratres, est CONVvVenNLuUs reglus SITUCLUS expensI1s reg1s catho-
licı Filipi

In CONventu Ccıvıtatıs angelorum Augustini, habitant sexagınta
ratres.

In CONVENTuUu cıvıtatıs Guayangareo habitant quadraginta.
In CONVvVeENLu Mariae de oratia cıvıtatıs Guadalaxarae habitant

vigıntıquınque.
In CONVeEenNLu Augustini de Guajaca habitant vıgıntı.
In CONventu de Cacatecas habitant vıgıntı ratres.
In aliis duobus vel trıbus conventibus provıncılae, sustudcia (sic)

sunt fratrum Lam artıum et theologiae, QqUam grammatıcae et rheto-
rcCces (sic).

In collegio Pauli habitant trıgınta ratres theolog:i ın cıvıtate
Mexicana. Eit ultra hoc studıum, SCINDECK 1ın Conventu Augustini
Mexicano Sunt stu-deptes el lectores tam grammatıcae qUam artıum
el theologiae.

In aliis conventibus habitant quatuor vel quıinque ratres. unt
indorum quantıtatem (sıc) guı e1s adminıiıstrant acramenta et
instruunt 1ın fide catholica Nos novıter OoNVETITSOS.

Omnes istı SUn' CONVvVventus habentes claustra, el oficiales et
mınıstros requis1ıtos a observantiam.

Pater venerabilis fr Franciscus de Laclus. Primus Fundator
illius provıincılae. Sepultus est ın Augustino de Mesxico, fuit eX1Im1Us
1ın doctrina eTt religionis observantia °)

Fr Joanes Baptista acerrıma penıtentia domaviıt arnenm SUam,
resplenduit vıvens aliquibus miraculis, ab omniıbus hatur (sic) beatus,

The original monastery Was destroyed by fıre In 1676 ıt Was replaced by
INOTE grandiose struciure short time later. Ihe monastery 15 today the

National Library ın Mexico City The history of the early of thıs principal
Augustinian toundation Iın Mexico M be SC6 1n the work cıted above ıIn ote
Cf Val D, Nos Ba (April
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Francisco de la Cruz All the early rıters retfer hım Pater Venera-
bilis » : he ha: been the leader of the first of Augustinian I1S-
slonarıes w.h: Camne New Spain In 1533 tew later, during visıt to
Spain, he persuaded the noted Alonso de la Vera Cruz COINE the m1ss10ns.
He died July l 1236 biography ın HERRERA, CIEs PE D2T
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sepultus est ın CONVENLU Augustin] de Guyangareo, principaliter
coluit leiunıum 7)

Fr Antonius de Roa fauzt vıta inculpabili, In omnıbus fer1us
quadragessimae ad columnam ligatus ın conspectku millearium 1NCdO-
ru crudelissıme flagellabatur.

Fr sepultus est In CONVENLU Sancti Augustini de Totolapa 5)
Fr DDidacus de Vertavillo. uıt vıtae admirabilis el regulae

Sancti Augustini observantissımus, sepultus est ın SAnCcio Augustino
de Mexico. Provincialis' funt 1S, el prıor 1ın Mexico CONVENLU mul
totlıes %)

R.mus Fr Petrus Suares descobar ellectus ep1ISCOPUS Guada-
axarae. Viginti OCIO anıs (sic) ante mortitem uam abstinuit
carnıbus, piscibus et OVIS, NO manducabat Nn1ıs1ı semel 1n die 11

bibebat vinum. Super nudam tabulam dormiebat, SCIHNDECI uUuUSUuSs fuit
cilicio0 el disciplina, et1am 128 Eessel provincialis 1ne intermiıssione
alicuius diei Quod testis CO fr Augustinus carvajal elus SOCIUS
indignus fu1 e}

Juan Bautista de Moya. Born at Jaen, 1504, he made hıs profession at

Salamanca Bel 1223 Dec One of +he IMOstT noted of the early miss10onarles,
has INECINOTY 1S still revered for his work ın Tierra Caliente, insalubrious regıon
which had been avoided by earlier miıss10narıles. He spoke the ()tomi anguage,
on  q') of the MOST difficult of the Indian tongues, anıd he must hewe known at least
0)81 other language S1INCe Otom  1 Was not spoken ıIn Iierra Caliente. Juan Bautista
died Dec U 12567/, Guayangareo (Morelia). Ct RICARD, Un document Su

les Augustins, ın FEtudes et documents (Louvain, 1930), D 13591 No
SANTIAGO VELA, Ensayo de un Biblioteca Ibero-Americana de la Orden

de Agustin, Vols (Madrid and corilal, 1913-1931) V 653-654 (ON-
PUENTE, 'rimera arte de la crönica augustinıana de Mechoacän

2nd ed Mexico, 1907), 1, chaps. 1-XX11. NAVARRETE, Fray Juan
Bautista Moya (Mexico, 1938

Äntonio de Roa friar noted for asceti1cısm, he w as professed at

Burgos ın 529 and Canl Mexico 1n 1536 He died Sept 563 C RICARD,
cıt., 195131 No RIJALVA, rönica de la Orden de N

Agustin las ProvINCIAS de la Nueva Eispania Mexico, 624), IL,
chaps. O  XX-XX111.

’} Diego Rodriguez de Vertavillo. Born at Vertavillo (Palencia) ın ID13: he
Was professed Valladolid Burgos. He amne Mexico 1n 1539 and wWäas

appointed master of professed ıIn Mexico ıty that sSa1Ille YCAar, C RICARD,
cıt., pw 135-151 No

10) Pedro Suärez de L.scobar, de Medellin Born Medellin, he amlnle

Mexico VCIY child At the AgC of | he entered the Augustinian Order
and Was professed 1n Mexico City June 2 1541 He W as doctor of the University
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[llefonsus VEa . @ I_IOITIO doctissimus In utroque ure
el teologus V1ixıt fere anıs (sic). Religionem nOostiram gyubernavit
quadragiınta, atque l ingressus est etatıs SUae ANNO 3 bis ep1s-
Copatum oblatum sıbj reRC Filipo reliquit, sepultus est 1n CONVENnNtLUu

Augustini de Mexico *}
R.mus fr Johannes de Medina Rincon. E.piscopus echuaca-

nensı1ıs. In religione Dr10r1s et provincilalis admirakbili prudentia
gessıt. Vixit In epiıscopatu annıs undecım, omn1ı1a S$Su singulo qUOQUE
Al S1C) pauperibus distribuebat, el PropInNqus sic) mort] lectum
ın qUO jiacebat cuıdam pauper] donavit, Cixit testamentium nul
lum tacio, qula Pauper Christi 11O habeo nde faciam, HM6 DOSSUIN
dicere upeC terram aliquid C5sS«c 80l RC E tratrıbus el clericis qUOS

habebat, obnixe petut, ut mortiuum 1Hum tunıca spoliarent,
sed NO obediendo, iınvenerunt cilic1ıum acerrımum, qUO SCHDET
utebatur. In procession1ıbus, QUaE hebant propter pestem el
necessitatem, nudis pedibus ambulabat. E,piscopatum multoties reli-
quıit, et NUNYQUaInN E catholicus renunclationem acCcepfiare voluit.
Sepultus 1n sul eclesia Mechuacanensi 12)

Arthur ENNIS,
Rome

of Mexico and taught Sacred Scripture there. ray Pedro W as chosen tor the
S6 of Guadalajara 1n 1 290, but died ycar later Tlayacapan. C RICARD,

cıt., 35-151. No CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos (Mexico,
V11.
ll) Alonso de la Vera Cruz The manuscrı1ıpt Says here that Fray Alonso

W d: when he entered the Augustinian Order, but Carvajal should have
written. Vera Cruz Was born ın 507 and ntered the order 1n 536 shortly
atter his arrıval 1 New Spaiın. He ha been previously member of the secular
clergy and professor Salamanca. He wWas ON of the IN OsStT promiınent figures
ıIn that per10d of exican history, providing leadership ıIn ecclesiastical, civil and
educational aftairs. Vera Cruz died 1n 1584 complete biography Carn be tound
1n the study cited above 1n note

Juan de Medina Kincön. Born probably 1n Segovia, he W as professed ın
Mexico 1ty May 6, 543 ominated for the S6 o# Michoacän In 1973 he died
ın 588 C KICARD, Cil.. 35-191. No (JONZAÄLEZ PUENTE, Cit..,

1, chaps. XX1l1-XXX11.


