
The Augustinians
wend their WaYy Westward

F or£y ca elapsed atfter the return of Columbus before Fray
Francisco de la Cruz, SA le the hrst ecVEN Augustinian Friars
nto Mexico Cıity June 7! 1533 They had een preceded In their
apostolic labors by the Franciscans and Dominicans ıin the Tea
Ava he U LO CONvert z  C continents and cec CTIOSS the
broad Pacifıc LO the distant Philippines, Japan and China itself.
Upon their arrıval they humbly and gratefully accepted during forty
days the hospitality offered them by the Dominicans, until they
wWEeTlre able LO INOVE LO their OW Arst modest ome In the heart of
the old AÄAztec Empire, ocated Tacuba Street. Before long the
Cabildo of Mexico City, with the approval of the Audiencıia, granted
them plece of roperty f01‘ the erection of monastery at £.6:
qu1ıpan, where abundant spring made the surroundings SWampY
marsh, cCıircumstance that did NnOTt discourage the pıoneer mM1Ss10-
narıes In their prıistine eftorts.

f 15 NOT possible LO trace In the few allotted of thıs
volume dedicated LO the history of the ons of St Augustine trom
the early days of the hrst institution of the Order tO the present,
the work they did 1n the Viceroyalty of New Spain that extended
eventually CI 0SSS the Pacıiıfıc toO the Philippines. We 311 limit OUT
sketch LO the early beginnings of the Province of the Most oly
Name which they established ın Mexico City an LO the mMoOst Out-
standing contributions macle LO the propagatıon of the Faith and
Christian culture. [t wWas Augustinian, Fray AÄAndres de Urdaneta,
wh discovered the long sought and desired return route from the
Philippines that made possible the permanent Occupatıon of the
islands, the establishment of Manila, the Conversion of the natıves
and the development of thiıs distant eastern outpost of Christianity.

Forced by Ccırcumstances, find ourselves CV?H INOTrTEe COIMMN-
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straıned than Fray Juan de Grijalva, the remarkable chronicler of
the AÄugustinians ın Mexico, wh declared ın 1592 at time when
the DO of ıfe judged by OUT standards W as much SIOWCI‘‚ +hat
he had LO CNCOMPASS 1n brief PaCce the narratıve of heroic
achievements not because he desired to follow those wh place
a]l their skill ın being brief thinking that the 6eESSCIICEC of a ll NOW-
ledge 15 ın knowing how 5a much briefly ), but because he
Wa  77} afraıd of the heedlessness of the century and fteared that IN

occupied by INaNYy diverse things IMAaVYy ave time eft IO
follow single an through ‚} 8R kven at that time, he declares that
he tound INe had become of long books and long stories.
He justified hıs brevity and the Oomıssıon of significant incıdents
with the hope that the members of the Order would find grati-
Aication 1n realizing that INa Yy ell known things had ecen eft
OUuUt tor the sake of being br1ef We make OUTIS the W1SsSe and discreet
words of the old chronicler the only justification fOI' INMan Y M1S-
s1ons ın the heroic tale of the Augustinian eftorts in the propagatıon
of the Faith an the difusion of culture ın the New World

Not until eight ca after their arrıval wWelIe they able to lay
the COrnersione of their rst permanent monastery In New Spain,
made possible by the oca|] and royal a1ıd extended LO them
f wWwas memorable OCCcasıon. The NY, which took place
August Z 1241 wWas attended by Viceroy ntonio de Mendoza,
Bishop Fray Juan de /umaärraga, the Audiencia and Cabildo : öf
Mexico ın body the Prior of Santo Domingo an the CGuardian
of the Convent of San Francisco Grande. For ca afterwards
the patıent friars abored faiıthfully through IMAaNnYy vicissıtudes,
couraged by riends and the unfaıling assıstance of the King, untiı!
they finally Sal the . monastery and chapel completed ın 1587 It
Was massıve structure that COST ell OV-6I quarter million JEeSsSOS,
whose broad and deep aıd foundations proved insecure 1ın the
fathomless mire of the old crater ake of Tenochtitlän and caused
the heaVvy, thickwalled edifice LO settle uneasıly 1n the ca that
followed.

Although the Augusti%ians did not arrıve 1ın Mexico until the
-100800981>)8 of 15559 Augustinians friars had begun CO solicit pDermiıssion
toO tO merica from E,mperor Charles early 1527 Not
for iınstant did the warnıngs of their riends that the ndians ate
human fÄesh that LO undertake their conversıiıon the triars would
ave LO abandon their COUN(IrYy, their relatives and their riends and
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Journey CIoSS the SC  Q at the risk of their lives deter them from
their firm resolve LO help d the torch of Christianity LO the
countless hordes beyond the SC Resolutely, Fray Francisco de Ia
Cruz ha: sel Out from the old monastery In Toledo for Sevilla
finally embarked ıIn Cadiz In the Spring of 1535 an proceeded LO
merica, accompanied by even enthusiastic Companıons whose

deserve LO be remembered. They were frays C Er de
San Esteban, Juan de San Romän, AÄgustin de La Coruna, Juan
de ÖOseguera, Jorge de Avila and Alonso de Borja, led by Fray
Francisco de la Cruz pr10r. Fray Juan Bautista, 1ın his desire
tO persuade his brother LO join the brave little band had eft the
misslionaries in Seville LO LO Jaen, but he had returned LOO late
LO saıl with the rst ploneers. After safe but paınful VoOoyage they
arrıved at San Juan de lua Äscension Day, May Z 1533
rested for four days In Veracruz, and proceeded foot, full of
hopes, LO Mexico City, stoppıng LO preach the WaYy VCar
later Fray UÜseguera, OSAÄA preached ıIn their humble temporary
chapel the Feast of the Ekucharist with eloquence that attracted
attention throughout the Gity.

hat rst Vear wWas busy OoONe Aided by the older miıssiıonaries
In the Convent of Santo Domingo an converted Indian that
lived ıIn the monastery, they diligently set themselves LO learn the
exican tONgue, the MmMoOst [(0)8995099(0)8! language spoken In Central
Mexico generally known Nahuatl. At the aIiIne time they tried
daily to TOUSE interest In their work and SCCUTC aıc fOl‘ their 1915
foundation by preaching and conducting m1ss10Nns tor the faıthful
In the established parıishes. Providence led them Contact Isabe]l
de Moctezuma, wife of Pedro Cano, daughter of the former
AÄAztec Emperor, who became the first benefactor of the Augustinians
In Mexico City- She provıded all the needs of the communıty during
her ıtetime and enabled the zealous Augustinians LO CaIie tor
thousands of the cıty s POOT They VErVv early began their m1ss1onary
work by helping Out In the surroundıng Indian pueblos where their
services werlIie MOST needed. They hat tentatively een assıgned
work ıIn the Provınces of Chilapa an Tlapa

The nNne Province ounded 1n Mexico by the pıoneer August-
in]1ans was dependent al rst that of Castile. It held ıts Airst
Provincial]l Counci:il within OT: VYCar after ıts temporary erection.
All the friars Came together Corpus Christi Day, June 8! 534
having eft their newly established oONnvents and houses In charge
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of their most advanced Indian Converts. Those wh had een
working In Chilapa, when they departed tor the meetıing 1ın Ocu  1-
LUCO, eft with difficulty because the converted ndians, who had
become greatly attached to the miıssıonarıes, feared they would
nNnOt retiurn. The CVOCNMN plıoneers attented Solemn Mass an spen
the rest of the mornıng In Prayer until the rst session w as opened
at

his rst Counc:il held by the Augustinians ın New Spain 1S
significant because of the resolutions adopted, which a1d the toun-
dations that were to rule the Order ın the New World and guide
the milssionarıes ın their work with the ndians. {t was ordered that
the communıty read the Divine Office always 1n the choir, eVen ı$
there Was but On friar In the Convent ; that the Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass be always celebrated In decent an clean place ;
that 1 Mass W as saıd In the pueblos of infıdels, the altar sel for
the PUTrDOSE be made worthy and that guards be stationed at the
entrance LO keep out those wh wWeTIe not Christians. Friars wWeTre

LO observe [WO hours of mental| Prayer daily on after the antı-
phony and ONn after VESDEIS. Assignments were made for the ext
yCar Fray Francisco de la Cruz and Fray Juan de Oseguera would
remaın ın Ocuituco LO learn the natives Janguage and continue to
administer the Sacraments LO them friars Gerönimo de San
ksteban and Jorge de Avila were LO the Convent of 5an
Agustin ıIn Mexico City : friars Juan de San Romän and Agustin
de la Coruna LO the Convent of Chilapa and Fray Alonso de Borja
wWas LO continue his work 1n the Convent of Santa Fe, the Utopian
Indian settlement ounded by Oidor Vasco de Quiroga [W  ®] leages
from the City of Mexico.

The recommendations made In regard the ndians are partı-
cularly worthy of notice. TIhe Councıl recommended that ndians
who served at Mass always be properly dressed an made to wWear

their surplices. Natives living ın missıon pueblo should be daily
gathered tor Dray-<ers before Mass, which wWas LO begin promptly
at the conclusion of the prayers., When the Mass w as OVECT all the
children welIie gather ın the patıo atrıum an older ndians
wh were versed ıIn the Doctrina assıgned LO iınstruct them 1ın small
Zr0o0uDps and teach them the Catechism prepared Dy Fray Pedro de
Gante, which W as remaın In use unti] Fray Agustin de la Coruna,
OSA finished wrıting his W ıth regard CO the administration of
Baptism, thiıs wWas LO be one provided by the Chuch whenever
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condıitions permitted 1L Children could be baptized Sunday, but
adults only four 1m during the yCar (In Faster Sunday, hristmas,
Pentecost an the Feast of St Augustine Those TECECIVIN the
acrament must DIVE evidence of havıng een profitably instructed

the Doctrina his basıc acrament W as always LO be administered
with due solemnity tO ITMPDTESS upOoN the natıves 1ts significance

No wonder that within few ca the chronicler of the Order
could Sa with justifiable pride speaking of the work of the
early IN1ISS10Narı1es that

They taught the ndians NnOoL only Christian doctrine, the chiet
goal of a ]] their eftorts, but instructed them ı the WaVYs of Christian
living, teaching them noTL only LO 1ve ell but holy So e]] did
they plan the pueblos they established that IManYy of them are
beautiful cıtıes today Although the number of houses Wa  N not large
the plan of the cıtıes g0o0od ıf they had een designed by
master planners. They ave ell lined streeits, public SQUAaTCS, entrıes
an exıts. Ihe ndians ave een taught Hmoral CusLioms and civil
living, ell all that NECESSATY for Christian ıte When
the IN1ISS10NAaTrT1es first went their TOVINCECS the people wWweliIe
uncultured that they did nOTL EVEeEn NOW how eat decently, 0)4
dress talk LO OI another with urtesy and understanding
So ell ave all these things een taught that the natiıves C

Compete today religion and civil living with all the peoples of
L.urope

Allowing f01' understandable eXaggeratıon the Dart of the
enthusiastic chronicler of the XVII century, the fact 1EeINa1lns that

few ca the Augustinians had helped together with the
members of the other religi0us Orders wh rendered such splendid
YeCOMaAanNn SCIVICE oNng the thousands of ndians the ancıent
Empire of the Äztecs and beyond changed the aAaPPDPCAaTralNce of
the whole countryside and the rhythm of barbaric lıte I> old
temples to natıve gods that demanded daily human sacrıfıces whose
altars Ta with human blood had een replaced by temples erected
LO the true God Spotless altars, white 110 W had een erected
where the bloodless sacrıhce of the Mass W äa  N performed daily
Christian ndians dressed Luropean garb nOot only knelt the
Churches but SanNng the choir played kuropean musiıical INStIru-
ments that had replaced the reed and tom toms of old TIhe
ndians lived houses enjoyed varıed diet dressed civilized
INe had earned LO work with regularity, and plan i1iımes of
plenty tor ean days, aV SUIMINMET for the bitter cold of wınter



The Augustinians wend their WAY W estward 607

Around the all SPITCS that marked the countrysıde PTrOSDECTOUS Indian
pueblos had een ounded, useless strife an human sacrıfıce ha
been replaced by the CaCcC of Christian living.

When 1535 the zealous Fray Francisco de la Cruz, OSA
Wa  N elected by the Ne Vice Province be sent LO Spain ıts
Procurator he carrıed with hım report from the Audiencia of
Mexico City LO the F,mperor and the Counc:il of the Indies ell

for the Provincial of the Order Spain, the frunttful
work of the DIONCECT Augustinian IN1ISS10ONAaTiIE and emphasizing the
need for INOTIE workers VICW of He entrada being planned nto
the unexplored mountaın beyond He sailed from Veracruz
February 15 1535 Ash Wednesday, and after painful VOYVaRC
of OVEI month arrıved Seville Holy Saturday Anb
figure, all and a of build WEAaTNNg rough and heavy woolen
habıt ext LO the skıin barefooted Fray Francisco de la Cruz DIC-
sented hıimself LO Santo Tomäs de Villanueva the Castilian Pro
vincijal Hıis aV apPCarenCcCEe, hıs grea COINDOSUTIC an hıs few
but ell chosen words made deep 1IMPrEeESS1ION Encouraged by
what he old them of condıitions merica and the eed for
81 workers S1X friars OOQONMN volunteered and proceeded LO San
Lucar to embark for merica which Wa  N LO them the promised
and regardless of the personal|l sacrıfices 1E implied By September
the S1X arrıved safely ua after stormy and troublesome
Dassage On their WaY LO Mexico, not yvet recovered from the
prıvatıons suffered they all took sick and On Fray Francisco
Lucas de Pedrosa died before they reached Mexico City an
entered the monastery to learn the natıve tongue before they began
their actıve M1SS1IONAarVYV work ong the natıves Fray Nicoläs de
Agreda, On of the SUTVIVINS five, brought with him his appoılnt-
ment Superior With incredible humility, he did not bother
present 1L until ycCar later (( How insıgnifıcant » , exclaims
amazement the chronicler of the Augustinians, W as personal
ambition those happy days of VOrec

In the meantiıme Fray de 1a Cruz went to Salamanca where
after enthusiastic reception he W as allowed LO recruıt Man Yy
additional 101Narles the Council of the Indies permitted In
the months that followed he picked twelve remarkable men

CCOMMDANY hiım back L[W. of whom attaiıned undyıng ftame Ihe
twelve chosen wWeIe frays Juan Baptista Gerönimo de Salazar Tan-
Co de Nieva wh after forty ca Mexico volunteered LO
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LO the Philippines where he st;]] worked tor several ea INOTEe
before hed died ntonio de Agullar, ntonio de Roa, Juan de
Sevilla Diego de San Martin, Pedro Pareja, Agustin de Salamanca,
Diego de Ia Cruz and Juan de San Martin.

Nx10us to SCCUTrTEe teacher of theology and arts for his PIO-
jected semiınary ın Mexico, PEeTISoN capable of instructing his
religious, Fray de la Cruz contacted Master of Arts, already
known for hlS outstanding brilliance instructor ın the faculty
of the University of Salamanca, Alonso Gutiegrrez, cleric. He wWas
not only known ın the University, but he had een chosen LO
uftfor the children of the uke de] Infantado, ranking grandee
of Spain. ÖOne cannot but wonder at the persuasıve POWEeTS of Fray
Francisco de la Cruz ın making the famous cleric abandon
his promiınent DOst ın the University an l'llS enviable posıtion
Or to the children of on of the most infAÄuential INa ıIn Spain
LO COINeEe with him LO Mexico. As he travelled CIOSS the SC ın
the COMPAaNY of the and enthusiastic miıssionaries Master
Alonso Gutierrez made his miınd Join the Order and shortly
after hıs arrıyal ın Mexico, personally sıgned his profession the
rst tO entier the Order ın the New World ;)

Among the distinguished members of the Augustinian Order 1N
the Province of the Most Holy Name ın Mexico NONe surpassed
Alonso Gutiegrrez, better known by his religious Name of Fray
Alonso de la Vera Cruz, wh served the Order ıIn almost VeEIrYy
capacıty until the time of his death 1ın July 1584 He made his
Bachelor studies ıIn Alcalä de Henares, studied arts an theology
ıIn Salamanca, and received his Master degree from ess
DETSON than the internationalistic Francisco de ıtoria. After
he jJoined the Order ın Mexico, he served Master of Novices 1n
the Monastery of San Agustin ın Mexico C became proficient
1n the language of the Tarasca ndians : governed the Bishopric
of Michoacän during nıne months 15 substitute for Quiroga, wWas
tour tiımes Provincial, an found time during hıs long an busy ıfe
LO teach ıIn the Royal and Pontifical, NO National. University of
Mexico, wriıte severa| books and ably defend the ndians from
the payment of tithes. He w as Ina COUTagEeEOUS ın the defense
of hıs conviıctions. When Fray uUul1s de eon wWas arrested ın Spain

I he original manuscri1pt book of professions oaf the Order of St Augustine
ın Mexico 1s 1ın the Latin AÄAmerican Collection of the University of Texas.
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for havıng translated the Song of Songs, he declared calmly 1n
truth they INa ell urn ıf they Urn hım, tor fteel Just

he thinks )) He loved books and accumulated during hıs long
an busy ıfe extensive library of select and TaIre books, of
which he DaVEe S1IXty LO the Colegio de San Pablo an
Man Yy LO the library of the Convent of St Augustine, which he
loved dearly. He also DaVEC OoImInNe of hIS books LO the Colegio de
I iripitio In Michoacän, reputed LO ave een organiızed un!-
versıity early 1540 thirteen ca betore the Royal and Ponti-
Ahical University of New Spaıin hirst opened ıts doors. In the patıo
of the e} Colegio de Mascarones, where the SUIMNINET school of the
National University for foreign students 15 held today, there stands

statue of Fray Alonso, distinguished member of the rst faculty
of the University in 1553

ut let retiurn LO OUT narratıve. At the second Provincial
Council held 1n 1536 upon the death of Fray Francisco de la Cruz,
OSX wh did nOL live long after his return from Spain, ıt W as

decided gıve the CONVvent established 1ın connection with the
Utopian settlement of Santa Fe f01' INOTE actıve fheld oNng the
nhıdels because of the scarcıty of workers. At the aInle time ıt
W as agreed LO undertake the conversıon of the natıves of the Sierra
Alta, the Hıgh Mountain, which had NnOTL een penetrated before.
Frays Juan de Villanueva and ntonio0 de Roa WT assıgned LO
the He enterprise. At the aIine time ıt W as agreed LO work oNng
the Otomis. Frays Alonso de Borja, Gregorio de Salazar ancl Juan
de San Martin wWere sent to Atotonilco, from where they made the
hirst entrada nto the Sierra de T uxtepec. The three friars

obstacle EVCA greater than that of the high mountaın of ] uxtepec
ın learnıng the Otomi language, on of the MOST diftficult These
ndians had een neglected ın part because ON NECW the
language ell enough LO preach LO them 1n their OW LONgZuUe. Before
long Fray Alonso de Borja made vocabulary, wrolte DraImnmar
and prepared Confesionario which proved invaluable LO ll the
other mı1ıssıonarıes ın the conversıon of the (Otomis. These ndians,
1t 18 saıid, NO took LO the Fa rapıdly and showed Tea zeal.
It Was ın the and of the ()tomis that the Tea silver mıne of
Pachuca W as discovered. Prosperity Ca11e to the and where before
only sheep and Z0als WT raised an: where the tıgers and lions
1n the mountaıns WeIC saıd LO be disguised witch-doctors Nahuales
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that greedily watched LO devour those wh abandonned their ancıent
gyods

When the amazıng Licenciado Vasco de Quiroga, member of
the Second Audiencia of Mexico, later Bishop of Michoacän, inspired
by the Utopian dream of St Ihomas Moore, bought lands [WO

leagues from Mexico City LO found the rst Utopia ın merica, ıt
wWas Fray Alonso de Borja wh Wa  N assiıgned In 1533 LO miınıster to
the ndians gyathered 1n the pueblo of Santa Fe, previously IMNEeN-

tioned. He W as the helper of Quiroga 1ın the novel and noble exper1-
ment. The Christian ndians gathered ın Santa Fe the Utopian
settlement of Quiroga, ave eecen estimated by OINe at Ihe
ıllable helds which wWeIC held ıIn OININON WEr worked for the
benehfit of the difterent tasks o# communal ıte WEeTre likewise
distributed. ome worked ın the fields others earned trades an
still others helped build CONvent and ıts chapel. Under the W15SEe
and tender direction ot Fray Alonso de Borja the whole communıty
led sem1-monastıc ıte kach awn the bell Iang and called the
faıthful LO PIayerl, Mass Wa  N celebrated and instruction ın Christian
doctrine followed ın the large atrıum ın front of the chapel. Here
the ProOgram for the day W as announced, the different tasks WEeICcC

assıgned LO old and UuNg, and everybody then went ome LO
breaktast and their work for the day At eventide the entıire COIN-

munıty vathered OC INOTE around large +a Cross erected ın
front of the monastery LO SINg VCSDECTIS, recıte the Rosary and
celıve iınstruction ın the Docetrina. kach Friıday they a ]] fasted and
attended the special religi0us exercıises of the day with inspırıng
devotion.

The grea Vasco de Quiroga W as ell pleased with the direc-
tıon of Fray Alonso an his soul W as gently inclined owards reh—
X10US ife (( Although layman he Camne LO Cate INOTe an: INOTC

about ecclesiastical atters t+han those DIODECI (9) his traınıng ın
the law an related LO his personal iınterests )) He built residence
1n Utopian Santa Fe where, he sald, The sky W as always
bleu the breeze gentle an DUIC an the watlers of the murmurıng
spring cold and clear crystal )) . When he later went tOo Michoacän

Bishop he found there Man Yy other simıilar settlements. To thıs
day he 1S5 remembered by the ndians of Michoacän, the Tarascas,

T ata Vasco, Grandpa Vasco, ancl INanıYy vıllage ın the provınce
DTESCIVCS the tradition of the basıc trades earned ın the days of
the kindly cleric. JI ravelers find today 1N that section of Mexico
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that ONn village produces string instruments exclusively, another
lacquered Tays, and sti11 another certaın type of OV baskets.
hus each communıty contributes something LO the ıtfe of the
provınce without competing with the other. Behind the lasting work
of the revered bishop lay the inspıratıon of Fray Alonso de Borja.

Quiroga ounded hospital and orphanage 1n connection
with hıs remarkable Utopian experıment Nalr Mexico City: Next tO
the hospital and asylum fOI' children and adults he established
colledege where the youth WOEIC taught LO read, wriıte and sıng
canto [lano, Gregorian chant‚ LO read and play mMusıc, and tO PreDAaTEe
themselves f01‘ servıice ın the churches. Fray Alonso de BorJa, OSA
had een the spiritual director of both the hospital an the college,
before he W as sent LO the and of the ()tomis LO repeat hıs e  cCivilizing
task.

The ogrowth and expansıon of the Province brought with ıt
LIE® problems. Ihe Father Provincıial of Castile ordered 1ın 1537/
t+hat less than four friars reside ın each monastery. In order
comply, the Augustinians ıIn Mexico had LO abandon the less
important establishments and concentrate 1ın the others. his tem-

porarily reduced the CONVeENTS 1n operatıon LO five But the work
continued tOo Qr OW VCar later Fray Juan de Oseguera W as sent

Spain. He Wa successtul 1n convıncıngz the nNne Provincial, who
had een coo| owards the AÄAmerican venture because he felt that
the Province of Castile W as scatterıngz ıts eftorts and energıes OVCGCI

LOO wide held, of the eed of HA miıss1ıonarıles. Fleven He

workers WEeTIEC sent shortly afterwards. Betore returnıng Fray Juan
de ÖOseguera obtained grea OooON from the Ermperor, OI which
benefted nOot only the AÄugustinians but Al the relig10us ÖOrders,

well the secular clergy 1n New Spaın and the rest of the
American dominions. Hencetorth the E mperor agreed furnish
royal alms Al the 011 NECESSATY fOI' Ssanctiuary lamps throughout hlS
pPOSSESS1ONS an the W1nNne required for Al Masses saıd. his amounted
LO approximately (  [9) 1n the Case of the Dominicans,
LO 1n that of the Franciscans, and about tor the
Augustinians that VeCar his munificence W as 1ın addıtion LO the
payment of S connected with the transportatıon of MI1S-
s]1onarıes tO the New World the essentijal church ornaments, and
other a1d oranted the (Orders LO enable them LO build He

and churches.
Ihe exican Province of the Most Holy Name continued
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dependent uponNn that of Castile until 1543 when 1t Was separated
and the Vicar Provincial W d  N replaced by Provincial independent
from t+hat of Spain. Its status W as contested for number of ca  8
Subsequent Castilian Provincials attempted LO [GSULINEG Jurisdiction.
TIhe matter W as argued for ca  , but 1t W as definitely settled by

decree issued In Madrid 1n October 19, 19588 by Gregorio Elpar
ens1s, Prior General of the Order of St Augustine, which declared
the exican Province independent. his W as registered 1n the
Council of the Indies January 25 1589 and confirmed by Cle
ment 188| July 23 1592

In discussing the beginnings of m1ssionary work by the Augusti-
n]ıans ın Mexico ıt 15 NECESSAT LO back and examıne the 165

utions adopted by their rst Provincial Councıil ın 1534 which
served LO establish the basıic policies of the miısslonaries ın dealing
with the ndians, anı their subsequent modifications. At the en
of the rst VCar ın New Spain ıt W as agreed that Baptism should
always be administered tO the natıves ın strıct accordance with the
PrOVI1IS1IONS of the Churceh. ntfants and children could be baptized

an Sunday, but adults only four times during the YCar kaster
Sunday, Christmas, Pentecoste and the Feast of St Augustine,
previously noted. Ihe administration of thıs important acrament
W as always LO be accompanıed with PrODETr solemnity LO impress
upPON those rece1ıving ıf the significance of the AaCt Wi;ith the CACCD-
tıon of infants and PETSONS In articulo mortis, those LO whom the
acrament W as LO be administered had LO g1ve evidence of havıng
received instruction iın the Christian doectrine. Children living 1n
mıssıon pueblos, therefore, were LO be gathered daily after Mass
1ın the patıo atrıum 1ın front of the Church and instructed by
older ndians versed ın the doctrina, that they could be taught
individually ın small ST 0OUDS, usıng the Catechism of Fray Pedro
de Gante for this PDPUrDOSE until Fray Agustin de la Coruna, OSA
Ahinished wrıting his It W as likewise agreed that Baptism W as LO
be refused LO adults who although instructed 1ın the Faith persisted
ın continumng LO live ın S11n by keeping several wWwIıves. They had LO
SICE LO live with their rst witfe and pDut the others aWAaV before
they could be baptized. Ihe task of deciding ın each individual
Case which of the wWwıves W as the rst and cConvıncıng them to
abandon put aAaWAaVY al the others proved MOST difficult

Since Baptısm W as the crownıng even ıIn the COonversıon of
the natıves the day of ıts admıinistration W as always marked with
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ogrea solemnity and much reJolcıng. On each of the four days during
the VCar which Baptism could be administered LO adults the
entire Indian pueblo an the church WEeIC ornamented with fAowers
and TeECNS. All the candıidates wh had satıshed the requırements
by Z1ving evidence of their knowledge of the Fajth took their place
early 1n the mornıng ıIn the long line of candıidates, each dressed
ıIn hıs est clothes. At the appoıinted time z friars headed the
procession formed In the Indian pueblo opposıte LO the church,
with acolytes ıIn their surplices carryıng the Cross, candlesticks and
Holy W ater sprinklers. The procession entered the vestibule of the
church and the candıdates wWere le to the Baptistry, where the
old Christians those already baptized wWeIEC waıtıng with gal-
lands of flowers LO welcome the neophytes. (Ine of t+he [W: friars
that accompanied the procession assısted 1n theVby ano1ı1n-
ting with the ol of Chrism each INa and an ıIn the line, and
the other baptized each 0)9% individually with water al the fount.
Once they had received the 011 of the catechumens, the salt, the
waters of Baptism and the Chrism ] each OIl returned LO his
place 1n the line where he Wa  CN ogreeted by the ol Christians who
placed garland of Aowers around his her eck kach ONn had

candle 1n his hand and when the In  Y had een completed
al the candles wWerTrTe 11t, the church bells rang Joyous peal, and
the choir played and Sang SoON< of pralse they 1 went ınto
the church attend Mass

specılal SCIINOIN W as then preached the significance of the
acrament Just received. The preacher took OCcCcasıon o explain
ONCeEe INOTE what constituted Christian ıfe and usually closed the
SCIINON by enjoınıng them LO observe always the Ten Command-
ments an the Precepts of the Chureh. Ihe m  V ended with
the M8.SS The baptized neophytes went ome and returned that
evenıng LO sSIng the Rosary and take Dart 1n big celebration that
generally took place ın the church atrıum ın the evenıng. TIhe
whole Indian pueblo usually turned out such days and ıt 155
recorded that OCccasıons INanYy 3,000 wWeIC baptized 1n
day It 15 only thus that the rapıd spread of Christianity [0)
the natıves Ca be explained.

It 15 but natural that In the ca immediately following the
CONques the zealous mı1ss1ıonarıles, In their sanguıne desire aV

Man Yy souls possible ın the shortest tiıme, shortened the
prescribed A of Baptism In order LO meet what they COINl-
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siıdered urgent INCTISECNCY. Surrounde by thousands wh cla-
mored for the waters of Baptism, INanYy of whom had ecen instructed

el] Circumstances permitted LO PICDare them for admission
LO the Fa1th‚ the miıss1ıonarles frequently had to limit they
LO the sprinkling of the candıidates with Holy Water. Ihe validity
of the V under the Circumstances began LO be questioned
by sSer10us theologians and scrupulous Christians. Ihe matter W as

finally brought the attention of the Pope himself. Paul 881 wishing
LO allay the fears of IManYy and legalize the actıons of the earliest
mı1ss1ıonarıles, issued the Bull Apud Santum Petrum ın 153% declaring
that the mi1ısslonarıes wh had baptized natıves with water only,
without observing the other requisıtes for Baptism provıded by
the Church tor ıts administration had NOL sinned and that those
baptized, $ they ha sınce le Christian ıte werTIe LO be considered
legitimate Christians. Ihe Holy Father took OCCasıon, however, LO
Warnı that after the promulgation of the 1E Bull Baptism W as not
LO be administered with water alone, and that al the requısıtes of
the acrament had LO be observed sınce the CINCTISCNC had passed.
Exceptions were 0 be allowed In such the bishops declared
unpostponable.

When the Bull of Paul [11 reached Mexico In 1538 four of the
five bishops met In consultation LO decide under what conditions
simple Baptism with water could be administered. AÄAfter consıderable
discussion, 1} W as decided that PHEISONS prepared tO recelive the
acrament who could nOoT waıt for the sefl dates for ıts administration
with due V because of illness. the need of havıng LO
leave tor distant reg10ns, nto battle, enter unexplored
hostile terrıtory, could be legitimately baptized with water only.
In a other baptism W as LO be administered ın full accord
with the riıtual prescribed by the Church. his ruling Wa  CN consistently
observed throughout Mexico by mı1ssl1onaries after 1538

Much INOIEe complicated W as the MmMatter of Christian marrıage.
The Augustinian miss1onaries VEIV early adopted the cCustom of
legalizing the marıtal status of the 1915 CONverts LO the Faith at
the time of baptism. The practice W as LO ave those wh WEeIC

baptized ON of the four appointed days arrıed by the Church
ımmediately after the baptismal CECEICMONY, Just before they attended
the rst Mass f01' the faithful Missionary records g1ve eloquent
evidence of the inhAinite patıence requied LO COonvınce the neophytes
that they had LO abandon a ]] but OIl of their wWIıves, and hOW
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ditficult ıf W as LO ascertaın which of the W1ves W as the legıtimate
ON that should be kept by the prospective candıidate hiıs iıfelong
companılon, with whom he W as thereafter LO be bound ın sickness
and ıIn health, ın DoverLy and In richness until death I he matter

inevitably presented MOST perplexing problems LO which the memoOIrs
an records of the early mi1ssıonarlıes eloquently attest

VWhile discussing the matter of the admınıistration of the Sacra-
ments word should be saıd concernıing the stand taken by +he
Augustinilans In regard LO the Sacrament of Penance. All avajlable
contemporary aCcCounts and records indıcate that almost al the
ndians upOonNn recelving instruction and being baptized clamored for
the Sacrament of Penance. kvery doctrina, confesionario, and book
of instructions prepared by the miss]ıonarles LO help ın the COIl-

versıon of the natıves, althought wrıtten ın Varıous languages, al
consistently ave large section devoted the subject of how
hear contessions, what questions ask, and how PCNANCE W as LO

be imposed. [t 15 likewise amazıngz how INany begged to be allowed
recelıve Communion. The Augustinian chronicler cannot under-

stand why INalıy objected. His opınıon 15 that confession and
PCHAaNCE AL the specifıc medicine LO ILG the vil effects- of SIN,
and that Communion 15 the food of the soul that g1ves ıt strength
to LTECOVE6I from the results of the illness and [9)  c resist temp-
tatıon 1n the future through divine Grace. But there WEeT mMan y
wh held that the ndians should not be admitted LO Communion,
that they WEEIC ıke young children, incapable of understanding the
divine mystiery of the Consecrated Host : that for the ndians the
881 A desire LO recelve the Blessed Sacrament WäÄ  CN sufficient. Based

thiıs reasonıng Communion W as denied LO Christian ndians ın
eru 2 In New Spain such W as not the Case:; 1n spıte of the Ser10us
objections of OINe Generally speaking, all the miıssıonarıes agreed
rather early LO gıve Communion X90 the natıves. Particularly W as

thıs true of the Augustinlans, whose earned an saıintly Fray
Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz staunchly defended the right of Christian
ndians that werlIre ell instructed, had een baptized, and had ful-
Alled the acrament of Penance, be admitted to Communion.

In the Indian pueblos under the CaIe of the Augustinjans the
SCasomnn of ent W as the time for the ndians LO receıve Communion.
kach Sunday ın ent large numbers of natıves gathered ıIn the p —

“) Ihe Provincial Council of L1ma (Pe\fu) d 558
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*108 of the churches early GE ıIn the mornıng, dressedc In
their best, wearıng wedding armen(ts. T here Was NO1SYy
rejoıcıng these OCCAasıons, the days set asıde ftor Baptism.
While waıtıng LO enter the church ear I\/Iass and receıve Com-
munıon they maıntaiıned respectful an solemn silence, medi-
tatıng the divine mystery, and spoke only In whispers. Before
entering the church ONn of the mi1issıonarıes would COINE out and
as them LO kneel They then repeated together Out oud the Prayer
of St TIThomas Aquinas translated ınto the natıve LONZUE. Having
completed the Dravyver, led by the mi1ss1onary, they entered the
church and during Mass listened LO SCTIINON the mystery of
the Holy kucharist. The altar Wa  N aglow, lighted with hundreds
of candles. OUr of the mMOst promiınent chiefs of the pueblo stood

either siıde of the altar with large candles of white Wa.  DE ın their
hands At the conclusion of the Mass they al saıid Praycr of
thanks for the divine Grace received and remaıned ın the church
Pprayıng In siılence, absorbed IN meditation, f01' half OUr after
the sServıice. The communıcants then went ome quitely, still OVETI-

CO by the solemnity of the Sacrament received. hat day there
W as fire lighted In the homes of the communıcants and tood
prepared. TIhe neighbors brought the households of those who had
received Communion Al the tood needed, and the cCommunicants
WT the Zzuests of honor at the table In the afternoon INanYy of
them returned LO the church LO DIaYy and Z1ve thanks separately,
ÖOINe visıtıng also all ‘the churches anı chapels In the cıty, OoINeG-

tiımes making the Stations of the Cross.
As early 1544 largely due LO the inıtiatıve of the Augusti-

nlans, the Archbishop of Mexico and the Provincials of the varıo0us
Orders met an tormed the Holy Alliance Union of a]] Religious

Franciscans, Dominicans and Augustinians f01’ the PUrpDOose
of making the practices observed by the Vvarıo0ous miıss]1onarıes In
the administration of the Sacraments INOTE unıtorm. counc:]| W as
sel which met regular_ly severa| times during the yCalLr In the
different CONvents monasterıes indiscriminately LO discuss mutual
problems anı atters of OÖOINIMON interest. Fray Alonso de la Vera
Cruz, OSÄ became on of the chief advisors of the Union. Fven-
tually the Bishop‘ s residence ın Mexico City became the official
meeting place of the Union.

TIhe ervent faith demonstrated by the neophytes and their
almost monastıc observance of religi0us feasts were 19(0)8 the result
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of accident, NOT of iıracle. Rather they wWerTre the result of the
systematıc and methodical application and diligence of the remark-
able of milisslonarıes who CaImne to merica during the XVI CE6I1-

Lury As ın the Case of the Franciscans and the Dominicans, ach
church an chape] erected by the Augustinians for work oNng
the natıves had ıts school. Tom the beginning the children,
ell the adults, W elr gyıven instruction In the Faith Wi;ith unerring
z0o0d the friars realized the importance of teaching the
In particular. TIhe mi1ss1onary schools of the Augustinians wWEeTIe much
INOIES than OUT modern schools. TIhe children wWeIE not only taught
the fundamentals of religion but the practıce of ıts teachings iın
everyday ıfe They earned how LO read, wrıte and un at the
aiIinec tıme they were instructed In the doctrina an ıIn the WaYysS
and customs of civilized The younger boys and girls wWeIre

taught separately for LWO hours day by elder ndians wh ha
become ell versed In the basıc pIs of Christianity. The older
students an adults wWere gyıven manual traınıng and the opportunıty
LO learn different trades, being encouraged practice them In the
daily ıfe of the communlity. They WeTre taught o play musıc and
how LO make varıous strıng instruments, pıpe Organs and other wind
instruments. Community sıngıing W as encouraged and the an
old joıned mornıng and evenıngz ın sıngıng hymns and DIaYyCIS.
To CNCOUTALZE full partıcıpatıon Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz trans-
lated INan Y of the hymns nto the nätıve tongue. Boys wWere also
taught how LO OI V Mass and help In the Varıous religious CE6IC-

mon1es 1ın which they delighted LO partıcıpate acolytes.
TIo these things W as due the splendor an tervor with which

Sundays and Feast Days werTre observed generally ıIn the Indian
pueblos, the devout processl1ons with Cross bearers and carrıers of
images ancl standards, the devout demonstrations of public DPDCNANCEC
and the long candlelit lines baptismal ays TIhe entire Indian
congregatıon joıned In sıng1ıng VCSPDECTIS, the Salve Regina, the KRosary
and the Te Deum Laudamaus. kvery Indian parish had ıts confrater-
nıtıes, ıts Purgatory Dociety LO DIaYy for the dead and IManYy other
charıtable organızatıons. The Augustinians taught the neophytes LO
celebrate with specıal splendor the feasts of Christmas, Corpus
Christi, the Holy Cross and Augustine, besides strict observance
of Holy Week

The accomplishment of the attaınments described constituted
CaSVy task Many wWelIe the Indi_ans and Man y the tongues spoken
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In the Varı0ous reglons where the Augustinian m1ssiıonarıes abored
faithfully. An ıdea of the language difficulty alone INa be

gyathered from the tact that those who worked with ndians ın New
Spain had LO learn not less than ten languages: N ahuatl, UOtomi,
Tarasca, J] lapaneca, Huasteca, Oecuilteca, Matlazinca, JTotonaca,
Misteca an Chichimec. To this lıst, Imposing 1t 1S, eed be added
eight other Janguages which the Augustinian miıssıonarılıes wh went
LO the Philippines wWeTITC obliged to learn In order LO accomplish
their goal

Barely had the Province of the Most oly Name asserted ıts
independence from that of Castile IN 1543 and begun LO make ıts
WaVY unsteadıly, child that begins LO walk, than there CaInlc

LO New Spain the New aws outlining the novel policy of the Crown
with regard LO the treatmen of the ndians throughout the Spanısh
PpOsSsessS1ONSs which wWeIe issued ıIn Barcelona Novem-
ber Z 15472 and evised In alladolid June 1543 They
demanded that the ndians be allowed absolute reedom of actıon,
the reduction of the term of all Current encomiendas LO the ıfetime
of the holders, an the annulment of those gıven LO VICeroys,
SOVETNOTS, other royal officials, prelates, houses of religi0us, hos-
pitals and other similar organızatıons. Ihe New _Laws WEeTC Jlargely
the result of representatıons made by INanNnYy close LO the King,
who, moved by the impassiıoned acCcCount of the non-ecritica| Fray
Bartolomä de las Casas, Bishop of Chiapas, ın regard LO the plight
of the ndians, insısted iımmediate and radica|l remedial

TIhe consternatıon which the iıdealistic and impractical restr1ıc-
tıons of the New ILaws caused throughout the Spanish Eimpire
cas 15 ell known. TIThe reactıon LO the proposed changes W as

most violent. In Peru they caused the death of the VICeroy and
general uprısıng under the Pıizarros : ın Central merica Oout-
break Was avoiıded by the suspension of their execution until the
matter W as reconsidered by the Court : ancl ın Mexico the Dom1-
nıcan brothers of |as (CCasas themselves argued agaınst the violence
which the He dispositionsr uDON the old settlers. When
Tello de Sandoval), royal cCommıssıoner sent by the CINDECTOF LO put
the aws nto eftect, arrıved In New Spain Junta W as called and,

ın Central merica, the entorcement of the New Laws W as tem-
porarily suspended. Among other things 1t W as agreed that the Pro-
vincıals of the three religious ÖOrders: the Franciscans, the D0ml-
nıcans al'ld the Augustinians 1n CISON send representatıves
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LO discuss the mattier with the CINDECTIOT, who W as then 1n Germany.
The Augustinians sent their Provincial Fray Juan de San Romaän,
accompanıed by Fray Jorge de Avila, to Join the others, leaving
ray Alonso de la Vera Cruz Acting Provincıal 1n Mexico.

Upon their arrıval ın the German States they found them CON-

vulsed by the throes of the Lutheran revolt and ın order reach
the CINPECTOT they WEeTEe ftorced LO SSUTINe civiılian garb After listening
LO their ell reasoned request for modification of the original
aWwWSs, Charles oranted their T  aly and ma)Jor catastrophe
W as avoıded. TIhe Augustinians, ıIn full sympathy with the object of
the New Laws, and always In favor of the welfare of the ndians,
contributed their share the solution of the moOost Ser10us problem
faced by Spain ın ıts colonies LO that day, On which threatened
he loss of the Kingdom of the Indies, by urgıng prudence.

TI he faithful chronicler of the Augustinians, Fray Juan de Gri
jJalva, poıints Out In his remarkable Aaccount of the early ca that
the miıddle 1540’'s were StOrmY and tryıng ca ındeed. Liarly In
1543 the volcano of Tlaxcala erupted, tinging the skies tor miles
with the red olow of ıts incandescent lava OW, Popocatepetl sent

Oom1ınoOous cloud of ust and smoke, Aan: COMEetL with ıts
uminous ta;] appeared ın the heavens. These of ev;] WEeTe

tollowed the ext yecar by the breaking Out of thee epidemic
known 1ın the and of the Aztecs, the Cocoliztli, illness that
kıilled, according LO contemporary: INOIE than half of the
Indian population 1ın NCW S5Spaın, desolating the whole COUNIry and
sweeping Aa WaVY entire famıilies overnight. Augustinian mi1iss1ıonarıes
worked nıght and day LO C ase the sufferings of the dying and
urnish them ll the comtorts of religion. In the miıdst of these
troubles the Province of the Most Holy Name W as orn an the
Friars of St Augustine bravely carrıed

few ca later when the Coun(iry ha recovered from ıts
trials and triıbulations the Augustinians took promiınent Dart ıIn
the mMoOost significant episode ıIn the cultural history of the Ämericas.
the founding of the Royal äand Pontifical University of New Spain.
Acceding LO the urgent and repeated requests of Viceroy ntonıo
de Mendoza, Bishop Fray Juan de /umärraga and the Ayunta-
mıento of Mexico City Charles issued decree September
1551 which read

In order LO God an the public welfare of OUT kıngdoms,
ıt 1S convenılent that OUT vassals and natural subjects ave unıver-
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sıtlıes and centers of general studies where they IMaYy be instructed
ıIn all the sclences and faculties. We therefore, because of OUr
grea love an OUT desire LO favor and honor those wh 1ve In Ur
Indies, and ın order LO banısh the darkness of ıgnorance orever,
hereby create, establish, and order LO be ounded ıIn the City of
ıma, of the Kingdom of Peru, and ıIn the City of Mexico, of New
Spaıin, unıversity center of general studies ın each respectively,and it 15 11 LO ran al those DETITSONS that INaYy be graduated
ın the saıd unıversities the enjoyment of the privileges and
exemptlions ın OUr Indies., slands, ancl Tierra Firme de] Mar Oceano,
NO enjoyed by those wh AaTie ograduated by the University of
Salamanca }

One thousand c  [9) o# gold annually were granted for ıts
maıntenance out of the royal reasury, ın addition LO the EeVCNUuEC
derived trom the stock ranches donated by Viceroy Mendoza for
the PUrpDOSC,

Not until| January 25 1553 the Feast of St Paul did the
inauguration of the oldest unıversıty ıIn North merica take place.
T'’he Viceroy In gala dress, the entire Audiencia ın tu1] uniform, the
highest officials and magıstrates of the realm, an the Provincials
of the three religi0us Orders, accompanıied by Man Yy friars, went

that day LO the Church of St Paul of the Augustinians LO ear
High Mass SUNg LO the Holy Spirit that He might enlighten them

In the election of rectior and chancellor 1n accord with the royal
order. [t 15 worthy of ote that the faculty W as selected from INe
of etters residing ın Mexico at the time. Not OI Wa  N brought
trom Spain to All single chaiır. The rst professor of scholastic
theology elected wWas other than Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz,
OSAÄ of whom Cervantes de Salazar sa1d He 15 the most emınent
master of arts and theology In the and In him vırtue Competes
with the most eXquısıte and admirable doctrine ). Ihree of hlS
books WerTre adopted the rst college texts sed ıIn America, his
Physica sppeculatio, Dialectica resolutio Cu textu Aristotelis an
Recognitio summularum w}

For the record ıt may be ell to ote the of other
Augustinians who served the faculty of the rst unıversıty during

9) John ate LLANNING, ed Reales C edulas de la eal Pontificia Universidad
de Mexico de 155J] 18716 (Mexico Imprenta Universitaria, 946), 293

*) Copies of the first editions, al printed first ın Mexico, AT 1n the University
of Texas Library.
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ıts rst half century Fray Martin de Perea, professor of theology
Fray Melchor de Los Reyes, professor of Scripture and theology
ran ose de errera, professor of theology, Hebrew and Greek
Fray Juan Adriano, professor of theology ; Fray Juan de Mora,
professor of theology, Hebrew and Greek Fray Pedro Suärez de
ksscobar Fray Francisco Martinez, theologian and linguist ; Fray
Pedro de Agurto, wh became Bishop of ebü Fray ntonio Del
gadillo, professor of Holy SDcripture Fray Esteban de Salazar, who
wrote extensıive discourse the Credo and later became
Cartusian Fray Juan de Contreras, professor of arts Fray Diego
de Contreras, professor of Holy Scripture, wh later became rch-
bishop of Santo Domingo Fray Gonzalo de Hermosıillo, wh be-
CamMle Bishop of Guadiana and Fray Bartolome Pacho professor of
theology 1ın 1623

Among the MAanYy achievements of the Augustinians ın New
Spain during that xylorio0us XVI century of heroic attaınments the
4  a perhaps W as their contribution LO the discovery of the reiurn
route from the Philippines because of ıts far-reaching CONSCqGUECNCES.
|t made possible the permanent Ooccupatıon of the islands, their
conversion LO Christianity, the establishment of tracde and COINMETICE

wiıth the Far East, and, 1n WaYy, realized for Spaın the dream that
had induced Queen Isabella tO SDONSOT Columbus ın hiıs rst VOyage
Discovered by Magellan ın 1521 the Philippines WEeTIe visıted by
INManYy others after his unfortunate death and the return of the SU -

V1vors LO Spaıin by completing the rst cırcumnavıgation of the globe
feat which Magellan had not purposely setl Out LO accomplish,

Almost a ]] WeTE successful ın reaching the islands by sailing west
from New Spain but those who did were&e unable, Lr y they might,
LO return the west cCOoast of merica. They W eTE invarıably forced
LO contıinue around the world frequently falling into the hands of
the Portugueuse they treaded their WAaYVY through the Molucca
slands LO continue € the Indian ()cean LO reach Spain ultimately
by WaVYVy of the Cape of ood Hope

Wi;ith the CAals, Philip had become increasingly anxı0us LO

OCCUPDYV permanently the ‚ Alande named ın hıs honor. his W as

impossibility, however, unless WaYy back LO Mexico CI0OSS the
Pacıfıc could be found As long the Portuguese held the Moluccas
and kast Indies they constituted dangerous an embarrassing
obstacle LO tree navıgatıon back Spain. [t Cli not >00 logical
that the Spaniards should have LO ll the WaYy around the world
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an: face such risk ın order tO retiurn LO Spain. |$ route could
be discovered LO reiurn from the Philippines to the west cCOAast of
Mexico, the road to the distant islands the doorstep of the
riches of the ast would Jay SCCUTE within Spanish-controlled lands
and SCas

JI here lived ın Mexico at the time humbile Augustinian friar,
Andres de Urdaneta., experienced soldier, sailor and miss1onary.
He had commanded InNne 1n days past both SC  Q and and and
ha attaıned recognıtion tor his knowledge of navıgatıon and his
scientific curlosıity. |+ 18 sa1d that before he entered the Order of
St Augustine ın Mexico he had worked Out theory concerning
tropical hurricanes, havıng pointed Out that the w1nd blew not
from a ]] sıdes but ın general counter-clockwise direction, forming

circle that ONC® the wind began LO circle 1 steadıily gained
mMmOomMmentLum 1t advanced. In the talian WAarTrs he had attained
distinction soldier tor hıs COUTAE ancl bravery. He had sailed
CTITOSS the Pacifıc with Ciarcia de Loaysa and had een tO the Phi
lippines, but iıke others he had een torced LO return by WaAY of
India back LO Spain after suffering captıvıty for while ong the
Portuguese ın the Moluccas. He had nOL wasted his time while ın
the distant areca. He had earnec] the mMmoOost OININON dialects of the
Malayan Archipelago, he had observed the heavens and earned
vx0o0od deal about cosmography ell astrology and made Man y
other observations that wWeIe LO stand hım ın vood stead when
under oath of obedience from his Superior he abandoned hıs cell
ın 1564 LO retiurn LO the Philippines fOI' the CXDTIECSS DUrDOSE of finding

WAaV back to Mexico CI OSS the Pacıfic by sailing eAst from the
islands.

Atter serving tor while with Pedro de Alvarado ın Guatemala
and later ıIn Peru, he Can tO Mexico and helped tO pacıfy the
provınce of Nueva Galicia. He then turned OWN ofter LO CCOIN-

Dan Y expedition LO the Philippines oganızed by Viceroy ntonio
de Mendoza under the command of KRuy LöDez de Villalobos 1n
15472 [t appears that ıt W as at thiıs time that he CaIne 1n cContact
with the four zealous Augustinian miıssı0narıes : frays Gerönimo de
San Eisteban, Nicoläs de Perea, Alonzo de Alvarado and Sebastiän
de Keyna that WEeTEe appoınted LO CCOMPDANY Villalobos The seeds
that WEeTlTe LO fructify ınto his vocatıon wWEerTre perhaps planted ar +his
time HIS friendship with the saıntly Fray Juan de /umärraga, YCh-
bishop of Mexico, and his assocıatıon with the Brotherhood of the
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Most Holy Name of Jesus then under the direction of the Augusti-
anl  P contributed doubt LO his changed outlook ıfe that
cooled his martıal and adventurous SDIr1L Be that 1L INaYV, the
capable navıgator determined soldier and adventurous ventleman
Andres de Urdaneta, finally decided LO enter the Order o# St
Augustine 1552 his ardor for wealth and olory 110 DSOoNE |.ıttle
did he realize that his Very renıuncıatıon of the world would bring
h1m everlasting 1IeHNOWN

Don Uu1l1s de Velasco the Eilder wh ftollowed Don ntonio de
Mendoza VICCTOV, became personal|l triend of fray Urdaneta
and frequently indulged long CONversatıons with hlm regard
LO the Philippines and the Far ast Interested expanding the
viceroyalty and contributing LO the spread of Christianity, 1T e
that the VICCITOV wrote letter LO Philip calling attenti:on to the
possibility of making N eftort LO reestablish contact with the
Philippines an possibly discovering reiurn route through the

of the ftormer saılor and soldier Fray Urdaneta vivıd and
enthusıiastic COUNLIS of hlS tormer VISIT and the splendors of the
ast had stimulated Viceroy Velasco

Philip welcomed the suggestion and before long Sep-
tember 1559 he wrote Viceroy Velasco command YOoUu LO
send [WO vessels of the NECESSATV Ü a with the CICW yYyOoOUu Ina eem
advisable LO undertake the discovery suggested )) an he added

urther order and command that Fray Andräs de Urdaneta
this expedition and do whatever VOoUuU INaVy request a ]] of

which he 11 be SCIVINZ Go Our Lord and pleasıng )) The
wishes of the king W elr made known LO the Provincial of the
Augustinians wh ordered the reluctant Fray Urdaneta under obe-
dience LO BIVE his assıstance LO the VICETOYVY planning the CADC-
dition along consultant and be charge of the fıve other
Augustinians wh wWEeTlIre LO ACCOMPAaNY h1m LO begin the oNVEerSION

and civilization of the natıves the Philippines TIhe other Augusti-
N1lan named WEeTre frays Martin de ada noted theologian who
had H1E knowledge of astronomy and remaıned the slands

INISSIONATY until hlS death Diego de Herrera who likewise
remained INISSIONATVYV unti| 1576 when he W as sent LO report
the made personally t[O the Kıng Spain and died al SC  Q

the WaVYV back ftrom Spain LO Mexico Andres de Aguirre who
spen the rest of his ıfe the Philippines L[WICE CIrCUMNaAaVıgatıng
the globe by returnıng LO Spaıin and back LO the Philippines
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by WaY of Mexico, record tor those days ıIn SC  Q travel Lorenzo
Aimenez, wh died at the port of [a Navidad shortly before the
expedition sailed an Pedro de Gamboa, noted m1sslonary.

Wi;ith characteristic humility Fray Urdaneta aknowledged the
order of the King directly : Y our command fortwith obey
comıng from King and Lord Vly aAge, which 18 fiıfty LWO,
present broken stiatie of health, and the Man Y hardships ave
undergone sınce youth dictate that should spend what little
18 eft of ıte ın the quılet and calm of the CONVenLT, but mindful
of the ea Zzea| of Y our Majesty 1n a]] that the Servıce
of OQur Lord and the spread of His oly Catholic Faith, | ave
made ready for the Journey ordered. May Go (Qur Lord guard
an keep Y our Royal Person f01' the preservatıon and increase of
Hıis kingdoms and glory 3 hus he resigned himself LO hıs fate
and made preparatıons LO V est he could the wishes of
his sovereıgn, convınced 1n hlS heart that they wWeTI directed LO
the spread of the Faith ?)

1ve ca elapsed before the orders of the Kıng wWEeTre carried
Oout Viceroy Velasco, wh had made the preparatıons for ıts SUC-
Ccss carefully, died July 3 1564 tour months before the
expedition sSetl Out under the command OT Miguel LöDpez de Legaspı.
At three ın the mornıng, November 2 1564 1t saıled with the
tide from the Dort of la Navidad, ocated few miles from the
present Dort of Manzanıllo. Ihe of the [WO ships an the
[WO smaller vessels SaNng the Salve Regina le by the Augustinian
missionaries. I wo hundred soldiers, OIn hundred an fiıfty saılors
and SOTINE fifty servants, besides the five mi1ssıonarıes, set Out
the adventure, fervently invoking divine gyuıidance. The sealed
orders WEeTre not opened pCr instructions until four days later
when they w ere hundred leagues Out at SC TIhe captaın W as
tOo proceed, weather permitting, directly to the Philippines. TIhe
OUTSE W as setl due west quarter southwest an thus they continued
CIOSS the broad Pacıiıfic unt:] they reached the island of Guam ın
the southern extremity of the Ladrones, NO the Marianas,
Febuary 19565 Although Fray Urdaneta suggested that empOo-
rarvy ase for urther exploration be established the island, ıt

The letter dated Mexico, May 28, 1 560, 1S cited Mariano (CCUEVAS, S71 ın
Monije Marino. La ida Los T iempos de Fray Andres de Urdaneta (Mexico,
F' ditorial Galatea, &r
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Wa  N decided tO continue directly to the Philippines ordered. Ten
days later the expedition reached ıts xoal and made ıts rst anding

Samar Island ın 13° north latitude.
Ihe ext day tormal pOossession W as taken and the exploration

of the archipelago Wa  CN begun. TOM the hostile natıves, whom
Legaspı an hıs cCompanıons reated with unusual kindness and
patıence ın spiıte of their treacherous actıons, they earned of the
island of Vlindanao where they wWerTe old there W as much vold
and ciınnamon. After month Samar an Leyte the expedition
followed the straıt of Bohao] and made ıts WAaVY LO Cebu haviıng
previously named the bay between Samar an Leyte San Pedro
By the end of LEnt. 1t W as decided LO make permanen settlement
1ın Cebu counciıl Wa  N held shortly afterwards 1n which ıf W as

decided that 185 W as time f01‘ turnıng OVECEI vessel LO Fray Urdaneta
that he might proceed LO fin WaYVy back New Spain per
instructions. Ihe Ooccupatıon had een eftected, ıts EITMANENCY
depended the successtul reiurn of Father Urdaneta.

The old marıner and m1ss1ıonary immediately began preparatıons
and personnally supervised the caulking of the flagship of the CAD  -
dition, the San Pedro supply of rıce, Oalts, wheat, chickpeas, o1l,
vinegar and wWwWı1ınNne W as put aboard sufficient tor the reiurn trıp,
besides 200 barrels of fresh water Ihe conscıentio0ous friar likewise
DaVC his attention to the spirıtual interests of the enterprise by
designating Fray Diego de Herrera hiıs UCCESSO Dr10r of the
Augustinians 1ın the Philippines. D find DETSON who could substi-
tute fOI' him gveneral interpreter, capacıty ın which Urdaneta s
knowledge of the Malayan dialects had proved invaluable., proved
88085 difficult exican Indian, natıve of S5antiago de T laltelolco,
wh had accompanıe Viıllalobos 1N 1543 and several ca
ın the ıslands before he returned with other SUrV1VOrs by WAaVYV of
Spain Wa  N named interpreter because of his knowledge of OINe

of the dialects of the natıves. When everything W as ready Legaspı
an his princıpal captaıns accompanıed the seashore Fray Ur-
daneta and captaın Felipe Salcedo, grandson of Legaspıi, ın COIN-

mand of the San Pedro Fray AÄAndräs de Aguirre, the inseparable
companıon of Urdaneta, accompanıed the agıngz m1ss10Nnary. RBefore
sailing they wWEerTre Yıven sealed letter for the King

We ave manıtested and made known to Y our Majesty, with
the faith and loyalty that has always voverned U the rea eed
ın which ATiIe of the help which Y our Vlajesty will deign LO
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provide shortlyv, considering the eed of ıt ftor further activiıty,
much desired by to V God OQur Lord and Y our Majesty.

I he grea service wh1ch the venerable Fray Andres de Urdaneta
has rendered God Olll' Lord, an Y our Majesty 18 worthy of yYOUr

an reward. He has iıllumined both spiritually and temporally
everything that has i durıng this VOVaARC, there being
PETISON ın thıs expedition LO show the light other than himself.
Because of this plead an beg with humility of Y our Majesty

loyal vassals and officers of this outpost that yYOoUu reward him
hıs meriıts deserve.

Legaspı, al his officers, and the principal ‚88 K of the expedition,
unbeknown LO Fray Urdaneta, paıd h1m thıs sponta  OouS and
genumne tribute.

Ihe San Pedro sel Out t+he retiurn tr1ıp under full saıl from
the DOTrL of ebu June ]! 1565 and ollowed steadily north-
eastern COUISEC, treadıing ıts Wa Out of the Philippines and entering
the 2016 of the northeast tradewinds, which in July blow due north
from the Philippines. They had NO entered the Kuro Shiwo
Japanese Curren(t, which enabled them INOTE easily LO incline their
OUTSC to the east they proceeded. hey went north of the
Marjanas an continued LO 236° north latitude, entering the belt of
the Westerlies opposıte Japan. Both wind and current combined NO

tO push the darıng Urdaneta and his CICW slowly but surely east-

ward until September 2 9 almost four months after they hrst sel

Out from Cebu they CaInle 1n sıght of the west COASstT of North merica
ın the vicınıty of present San Francisco, somewhere between 26°
and 38° north latitude. Ihey NO changed theır OUTSE tO the south-
east and, tollowing along the West Coast, they painfully made their
WaVY LO the pDOrt of _a Navıdad. According the Lög. they ha
traveled 1 ,892 leagues from the pDOrtL of Cebu LO | a Navidad. rda-
eia DaVC instructions LO continue southeastward LO Acapulco, where
the ship arrıved al last Monday, October 1565 nly eighteen

WEelI e capable of helping handle the ship 1t entered the DOTT,
and Fray Urdaneta, weak from the illness that had almost decimated
the TEW by the time they eached the West Coast, helped cast
the anchor.

On the WAaVYV back both the pilot and the captaın died a sCec

before the West Coast W as sighted, besides tourteen CTE WINECIN.:

Scurvy had incapacitated almost a ll the en By the tiıme the sh1ip
arrıved ın Acapulco, ıt seemed be manned by xyhosts that moved
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eerily and uncertaın they let OWN the saıls and dropped anchor.
In spıte of hardships and illness, Fray Urdaneta had kept careful
Log and drawn detailed INa an chart, distinctly markıng the
prevalent winds an Curreni({Ss, the pomnt al which and W as sighted,
and the entire western coastline of North merica. Capes and and
falls the WaYy own LO Acapulco wWeTITE l! clearly indicated.
Although MOST of the West Coast had een previously explored,
the merıt of the chart of Fray Urdaneta lies ın the fact that ıt
marked the OUTrSe all the WAaYV trom Cebu northeastward LO the
belt of the westerlies and east LO the West Cöast. following the
Japanese Current LO the poılnt where part of ıt urns southward
1n the viıcınıty of San Francisco Bay and oOWnNn LO Acapulco. Hıs
chart W as utilized by al marıners for OVECT CENIUry and INanYy
Spanish galleon successfully made ıts WaY back LO New Spaıin
loaded with the riches of the ast ouided by the routfe carefully
and accurately a1d OoOWN by the Augustinian saılor and M1S-
S1ONary.

It has een suggested that OINe day bronze statue should
be erected 1n the poOort of Acapulco, Mexico, LO Fray Andräes de
Urdaneta‚ miıss1onary an marıner, facıng the broad Pacific, with

Cross 1n his right hand held ext LO his breast, his CYCS fixed
imploringly upON Heaven, and hıs eft hand resting anchor.

Frays Urdaneta and Aguirre set Out for Mexico City imme-
diately LO report LO the ViICeroy their successtul reiurn and were

received everywhere with T rejoıcıng. After making his report
the viceregal officials, Fray Urdaneta rested ın Mexico until

December, at which tiıme the distinguished Augustinian eft fOI‘
Spaiın. Ihe triıbutes and distinctions shown him while
ın Spain dıid nNnOL turn hlS mınd Ihe humble Augustinian had
desire LO obtain honors distinctions. He only longed LO return
LO Mexico, where he finally found rest In the old Convent of San
Agustin. He Was there by ent of 1567 100 old an WOTN Out aft
SIXty LO back to the Philippines ene his mM1ss10Nary endea-
vOIS, he chose LO remaın ın Mexico, where ftor whole YCalL he
rendered invaluable servıce the confidential advisor of the He

Viceroy ın fostering the evangelizaion and civilization of the COUNT-
ess natıves ın the distant Philippines. He could take his eisure
NO comtorted by the fact that ın discovering through his daring
and faıth the route back LO New Spaiın, he had made possible the
CONversıon of countless natıves the front OOTr of the fabled
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kast. He died 1ın the Convent of S(1Tl Agustin ın the City of Mexico
June 1568 sıxteen ca after he had professed in the Order
Ihe Augustinians, wh rst CaImne LO the rea metropolis of

the conquered AÄAztec Eimpire ın 1535 had 1n half century spread
their M1S8S10Nary endeavors successfully from the Central Valley of
Mexico south and west to the shores of the Pacifıc ;: they had
contributed powerfully LO the cultural ıtfe of New Spaıin ın the
founding of the hrst attempted college of maJor studies 1ın Tll'l-
BIUNO they had cooperated effectively ın the Arst Utopian exper1-
ments of Vasco de Quiroga 9 they had taken mM OstT actıve Dart
1ın the establishment of the Royal and Pontifhcal University of New
Spain, the oldest 1ın the AÄmericas and they had ecen instrumental
ın realizıng at long last the dream of Columbus and of the Spanish
Crown, the finding of practical route to the Far ast by Cis
coverıng the return route. his achievement of Fray Andres
de Urdaneta made possible the successtul conversıon of the Phiılip-
pınes an the carryıng of the Fajith to the Far Last, ell
bringing back LO New Spain an the W est the fabled wealth of
China and Japan. hey had aid the foundations f01' the unınter-
rupted work of the Augustinians 1n the New World and CTIrOSS the
Pacific that enabled them LO erect permanent mMOoNuments 9 the
Roman Catholic Faith and to Christian culture ın their exquıisıte
an iımposıng temples and their 1VYy covered colleges and unıver-
sıtı1es that mark their parth from Mexico LO the Philippines.
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