
Notes S the Early History
of the Augustinian Order

in Southern France

The history of the Augustinians 1n southern France defined ere
that Dart of present-day France roughly south of line drawn

trom Geneva LO La Rochelle) has yetL LO be studied VEIY extensively
thıs 18 especıially true of the early peri0d. Ihe aım of the present
brief article 15 restricted On LO ofter ÖoImIne ata the beginnings
of tew Augustinian houses ın that Arca, and few generalizations
concernıing the Order’'s expansıon there.

The Order Was always ronger ın southern France than 1n the
northern half of the COUNIrYy 1t W as, however, the last of the tour
orders of friars LO reach that COURUY, and ıt long remaıned the
smallest of them. Prior LO | 300 ıts growth 1ın France W as, relatively
speaking, slow and halting A ıts weakness there 15 particularly striking

compared with ıts strength In ltaly and ıts quıte substantial
strength 1n the German lands In southern France, between S1X and
eight foundations WEeIC made before 1275 #) thıs C  m  S with ar
least 1113 Franciscan, 45 Dominican, DD 23 Carmelite, an Sack
Frilars CONvents By 1300 this total had rısen only LO sixteen during

g SCC ROTH, (C Cardıinal Richard Annibaldi; »ı offprint ftrom Augustinıana,
HN (1952-1954), 47-150 He there examınes the evidence fOl‘ the earlier
toundations oaf the Order 1n France, and reaches the figure of eight houses f01'
that Ica (plus tour ın the north) My O W opınıon diffters trom his z poınts :

wil| be SCCNMN below, ] CannoTrt, the present evidence, accept the date of | 268
tor Lyons, and dubious about the date of | 260 tor Avıgnon. On the other
hand, think 1t quıte likely hat Montpellier should be moved ınto thıs of
early houses: ıt, LOO, 11 be discusse: below.

In the discussion hat CNSUCS, assumıng toundations ollows (in almost
Case the evidence conclusive : tor INan y of these datings indebted
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+hat quarter Cen(tury, the number of Carmelite foundations rose LO
But by 1350 there were Augustinian houses ıIn the south of France
1n the first half of the fourteenth CeMuUrYy,; the Order made N

toundations, compared with 18 Carmelite, 15 Dominican, and
INEeIEe S1X ecven Franciscan foundations. Ihe Augustinians had
become the moOost rapıdly orowıng of the mendicants 1n this 18 ı

his slowness of development of the Order 1n southern France
ın the thirteenth century 18 shown by the fact that 1ın the S1X OWNS
that had by 1275 houses of all four orders O the Augustinians WEeIC

the ast LO be etablished ın five Ailx, Avignon, Marseille, Mont-
pellier and Toulouse only 1n Narbonne, where they preceded the
Carmelites, did they achieve third place. AÄnd by 1275 there were

twelve other LOWNS that had CONvents of the other three orders but
nOoL of Augustinijans : Agen, Bayonne, Bordeaux, Cahors, Carcas-
oONNEeE, Clermont, Figeac, l imoges, Montauban, Nimes, Perpignan,
| a Rochelle.

second aspect of Augustinian expansıon 1n southern France
15 notable. Down LO 1275 of eight foundations, five WEeTIe made 1ın
LOWNS already pOossessing three mendicant Convenis, [W.: ın OW.
that already had LW such houses, and O: (Grasse) ın LOWnN +hat
had but single CONVvVentTt hitherto. his 15 merely LO SaY, of (e18257
that the Order tended LO put ıts houses nto the larger urban centers.
f the eight foundations between 7275 and 1 300, five (Agen, BOI'-
deaux, Cahors, Carcassonne, Limoges) wWeTre ın OWN1NS with three
houses of friars, and sixth (Draguignan) already had 9)81 But [WO

LO Father oth wh has been INOST ın putting disposal the fruts
of his OW extensıve researches, especially ın the archives o# the Order):
Betfore 1275 Ailx Arles Avıgnon, Grasse, Marseille, Montpellier, Narbonne,

Toulouse.
275-1300 Agen, Bordeaux, Cahors, Carcassonne, Castellana, Draguignan, Limoges,

Puget- I heniers.
300-1350 Barjols, Bayonne, Beziers, rignoles, Cremieu, Einnezat, Figeac, Limoux,

Lisle-sur-Tarn, Lyon, Marvejols, Mas-Saintes-Puelles, Montagnac, Montauban,
Mortemart, Montflanquin, Nice, Nimes, Pamiers Pernes, Perpignan, La Ro-
chelle Saint-Geniez, Saint-Rome-de-Tarn, Saint-Savinien, Saverdun, _ Seyssel,
La V oulte.
B Arthez, Beaurepaire, Caudies, Domme, Fiac, Fleurance, Geaune, Mar-

ClaC, Marquefave, Mezın, Montluel, Montrejeau, Morestel, Saint-Pierre-d’Al-
bıgny, Ihonon

For hlS PUINDOSC, | ıgnorıng the houses ot the z orders o trıars t+hat
WEeTIEC suppressed after 1274 the Sack Friars and the jed Friars.
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(Castellane, Puget- I heniers) were made ın relatively small LOWNS
1ın which friars had settled. TOmM | 300 O the Order displayed

increasıng tendency LO found ıts 81 houses, nOot 1n the larger
LOWNS where other orders of friars had established themselves, but
1n smaller centers ver untouched by the mendicant
Of the houses ounded between | 300 ancl 1350 14 WEeTC Dut nto
OWNS oft this type (Barjols, Cremieu, Ennezat, Lisle-sur- l arn, Mas
Saintes-Puelles, Montflanquin, Montagnac, Pernes, Saint-Geniez,
Saint-Rome-de- T’arn, Saint-Savinien, Saverdun, Seyssel, 1:a Voulte).
None of these LOWwWnNs Was of much 1Ze Saint-Rome-de-Tarn, f01'
instance, wWas counted at 427 hearths ın 1341 Lisle-sur- Larn at 103
1n 1375, and Montagnac at 154 INn 1378 f the Aifteen additional
foundations made by the Augustinians between 1350 and 1450 tour-
teen CaIne ın tOWnNsSs with other house of friars : Arthez, Beaure-
paıre, Caudies, Domme, Fıiac, leurance, Geaune, MVarquefave,
Mezin, Montluel, Vlontrejeau, Morestel, Saint-Pierre-d’Albigny, T’ho
non). his 15 rather striking phenomenon. [+ 15 NnOt LO be explained

such simple ground that the larger urban centers ha een
settled that the Order had to turn LO smaller LOWNS at the en
of the medieval per10d there remaıned ıIn southern France nıne
LOWNS with Franciscan, Dominican an Carmelite Convents only
(Albi, Bergerac, Clermont, Condom, Lectoure., Millau Urange, Le
Puy, Vienne), an not less than thirty-three LOWNS that had houses
of z other mendicant orders but NnOTL of Augustinians. There were,
1ın short, sufficient larger centers ın which the Order could ave
made toundations. The explanation 1S probably at least much
social and economıc religious.

ÖOne other geographical aspect of Augustinian expansıon ın
southern France 15 of Oome interest. The fifteen houses .‚ounded
before | 300 were extraordinarily localized : they tormed line
runnıng along the Mediterranean COAas from Nice LO Narbonne,
an curvıng thence upwards LO Bordeaux only the house at F}
OgCsSs, ma)Jor trade-route center, faıls LO hit that pattern TIhe
twenty-eight toundations macle between | 300 an 1350 Afre much
INOTE widely scattered, though showing tendencies LO cling LO the
ma)Jor trade routes, and LO INOTE dense settlement of the Ca al-
ready penetrated before 1300 But the hifteen foundations made
between 1350 and 1450 show He an distinct localization : five
of them Were made 1n the smal[ll arca east of the Rhone between
Grenoble and Geneva, and VEn others WEeTre made 1n the extreme
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south-west, between the aronne and the Atlantic, south of the
44th parallel. his INa be partly explicable ın milıtary terms
this W as the century of the Hundred Y ears War but ıt probably
reflects other soclal, ecOoNOMIC, and demographic developments.
study of Al the foundations of Zl! the orders of friars from this
polint of VIECEW might OV enlightening and significant.

- - 3

Ihe beginnings of mendicant CONVENLS ATfe likely LO be rather
obscure especially of the older D  CcS, before papal records COINEC

LO OUTr assıstance ın an volume. Rarely do ave today the
archives the full archives of such house the vicissıtudes
of tiıme, human negligence, Hood and re, exproprılatıon, revolution
and WAar, ave taken theiır toll For thıs TCasON, the earliest ate
tor INanYy, perhaps moOst, such houses 11 Lurn 1ın aVy aCcts such
A wills which are particularly helpful in this respect. hey have,
ın judgement, the vırtue of setting, ın eftect, what might
be called maxımum well mınımum dates for the establishment
of houses of friars, and this 15 us«e LO which they ave seldom,
i} CVEeI; een put The present wrıter Cannot claim LO ave made
exhaustive searches for such pertinent wills rather, the ata t+hat
0110WS S, f01' the MOST part, the product of hurried tr1ps LO
rather iımited number of French public archives

ÄGEN (Lot-et-Garonne)
Lauzun, ın Revue de ’ Agenais, XIV 1887) Z3 has already

narrowed the ate for the foundation of thiıs house inter 1787/.
| 300 [t 18 possible (9) ailTO W thiıs somewhat further by cıtıng ı11
of 129] that mentıons only Dominican, Franciscan, and Carmelite
CONvents ere
inter

Coll Doat, ALI |23v) hus 1t INa be dated

In the cıtations that follow, the following abbrevations 8 d> employed:
archives communales (followed Dy ame of town)
archives departementales (followed by aAIlne of department)
Archives Nationales (Paris)
Bibliotheque Nationale arıs)

Besse: Abbayes et prieures de l ”ancienne France (4rchives de la France IT1nastique)
errera : Alphabetum Augustinianum (Madrid 1644
Lubin Orbis Augustinianus (Paris, 1672
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AIx (Bouches-du-Rhöne)

TIhe oldest reference LO this house LO be ın 11 of 1276
listing Franciscans, Dominicans, Carmelites, Sack Friars and AÄugus-
tinıans (Fratribus sanctı Augustini) al Ailx Bouches-du-Rhöne,

O 183) TIhe house must ave een VeErYy Ne at that time.
ll of 1261 mentı.ons only the Franciscans Z | | 00) ONn

of 1274 lists the Franciscans, Dominicans (whose house NOW
W as ounded ın 1272), Carmelites, and Sack Friars only (Z ZT
166) [t e sate toO ate this house inter

VIGNON (Vaucluse)
The ate of 1260 15 gıven for thıs CONVvVent by Besse 151) and

Labande (A vIgENOoN siecle, 233) The rst notice ave
found OCCUFS ın ll of 1281 printed ın the Annales d’Avignon et
du Comtat V enaissin, 111 1914), No Augustinian house 1s INeN-
tioned ere 1n the alms granted by Alfonse de Poitiers 1ın 1269
though the Dominicains, Franciscans, and Carmelites of the town
a aPPCar therein (Boutaric, Saint Louis el Aljonse de Poitiers,

468 Molinier, Correspondance administrative d’Alfonse de Poi
tiers, l, 7/69) 11 of 1260 mentions only the LDominicans and the
Franciscans Vaucluse, SCI. H, Fonds dominicains, 4) An
act of 129] Z1ves the Name of frater Henricus de Lovinheyo
Drior domus ordinis beati Augustini heremitarum c1iuvuitatıs Avinionis
and ten friars of the house V aucluse, 9) The house
should probably be dated inter

BEZIERS (Herault)
TIhe rst reference LO this house LO l ın the yCar 1329

when total of four of ıts friars, including the lector, served
councıillors at LW inquisitorial procedures (Douais, L’Inquisition:
5eCcs5 origınes, Hrocedure, 331 3536) Its ftoundation mMust be
placed after 1283, when very full ll lists the Dominicans, TANn-
C1SCAaAns, and Carmelites of Beziers, Hut not the Augustinians

lat NOUV. 2462 15) hus the house Ca only be dated
inter 1283.1329

IAC (Tarn)
Not listed by either Besse errera, this house 18 dated 1425

by Lubin (p 58) [+ existed by 1257, when ıt wWas twıce mentioned
1n ı11 domus fratrum Augustinorum de Siaco (BN Coll
Doat. ALIV /4v, /6)
FIGEAC (Lot)

T his house wW as dated 1425 by errera (I 262) an 1S listed
without dates by Lubin 58) and Besse ZY) It W as ın fact
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much older being mentioned 1ın 11 of 317 along with the
Dominicans, Franciscans, Aan:‘ Carmelites of the LOWN lat
OUV. 7) 311 of 1268 and three wills of 1278 list
only the Dominicans, Franciscans, Carmelites, and Sack Frilars of
Figeac lat NOUV 166|1, 3 fr LLOUV

0v, 76v) [+ 15 possible that this W as ONn of the OWNS
ın which the Augustinians succeeded LO the sıte of the Sack Friars
there 15 avaılable iınformation the fate of that Order’'s house
ere At an rate, ıt Ca be assumed that he Augustinian CONvent
of Figeac W as ounded inter

|LLIMOUX (Aude)
|ubin (p 58) dated this house 1380 It Was, however, the prın-

cipal beneficiary of will drawn ıIn Toulouse by OIl Petrus
Cortanlini, SO of master Bernardus Cortanlini (a notary of Limoux)

Haute-Garonne, > H9 Fonds des Augustins, liasse 134) an
dated 1331 The only other mendicant houses ın Limoux wWeIec those
of the Franciscans and the [DDominicans (founded only 1ın 1225 W ;ills
of 17 and 1276 mention only the Franciscans Coll Doat,
AXLI 44v Moutie, ( artulaire de l’abbaye de Notre-Dame de la
Roche, 454) E,vidently the Augustinian house ere MUuUSt be dated
inter 276-131

LISLE-SUR- [ ARN arn)
Lubin (p 56) lists thiıs house without ate Besse merely puts

ıt In the |4+h century 9) 1t first aPDPDCars ıIn 311 of 1330
Coll Doat, 4) and CCUTS also iın 111 of | 343 printed ın
A nnales du Midi 1892), 218 Arvengas, Le Couvent des
Augustins de Lisle } Revue du Tarn, S. y 1939 2625 dates
1t Circa |34] There W as other mendicant house iın thıs town

YON (Rhöne)
T raditionally thiıs house W as ounded before 1268 under rch

bishop Philip of Savoy (  -  ) But 11 of 1267 mentı.ons only
Dominicans and Franciscans (Chartes du Forez, 968) AÄAs late
1305 when uke John of Brittany died at Lyon, gifts LO the Domi-
nıcans, Franciscans, and Carmelites only welIe enumerated (Bulletin
et memoO(ıires de la O  o  —_ archeologique d’Ille-et-Vilaine, XII
1893 ] 210) Agaıin, ll of 1314 mentı.ons only Dominicans, TAn-
C1SCAaNs, and Carmelites (Archives historiques du departement de la
(G„ironde, XXIX 1894 ] 361) In the absence of other documentary
evidence, ıt &— difficult LO avoıd the conclusion that thıs W as
e house when., ıIn 1315 the general chapter assıgned ıt to the
Pprovınce of Provence (Analecta Augustiniana, 88| l 180)
such assumption B to be suggested by the very phra-
seology of that ruling. Ihe traditional ate 1n this Casec aPPCaIS LO
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be based exclusively the dating of Philip of 5avoy. [t e
likely that the real conftusion 1es between Philip of Savoy
1267 an Archbishop Peter of Savoy (  ) under whom, f

COTTeGL: the house wWas really ounded.

MAS-SAINTES-PUELLE (Aude)
his CONVventT has een the object of OIHE confusion, SINCE 1t

has at tiımes een wrongly iıdentified with Mercedarian house al the
ame place SCEe, tor example, Sabarthes, Dictionnaire topographiquedu departement de ’ Aude, Z31 where act of |397 mentionningthe CcCOoONventus fratrum Augustinorum de Manso Sanctarum Puella-
r 15 referred LO the Mercedarians. Neither Besse 1910)4 the Histoire
generale de Languedoc list his house Herrera ]  ) an Lubin
(p 59) ate ıt 1420 Its existence much earlier 15 attested by wills
of 1326 and 1337 Coll Doat, LII 306 an: 75 V)
MIONTAGNAC (Herault)

Besse lists this house without ate (IV 134) Herrera PDUuts 1t
before 1461 (II 1 28) e I..ubm SaVS cautiously that 1 W as believed LO
ave een ouncled Circa | 290 88) An ACF of 1340, dealing with

legacy LO this house 1ın 111 of 1339 DIOVES ıts existence by that
date, ancl the pr10r, ON fr Mathieu Menralcl (PasquierOlive Le Fonds Thesan au archives du chäteau de Leran, 28)
MONTPELLIER (Herault)

Besse (IV 197) and the Histoire generale de Languedoc821) place ths house al the en of the |3th Cen(tury ; Her-
Tera (I1 | 14) and Lubin | 1) DUut ıt ATı 1324 But 11 of 1287
menti.ons the fratres sanctı Augustini along with the Dominicans,Franciscans, Carmelites, ancl Sack Friars of Montpellier (AC Mont-
pellier, rmoire Caissette Louvet Il. 2219 Wills of 1268 and
1270 mentıon Al these houses aV the Augustinians oll
Doat, 330v 346) It ; . possible LO ate the toundation
of this house with ome SSUTanc inter

NARBONNE (Aude)
his house W as OIl of the oldest In France, and probably therst established west of the Rhöne According LO the Histoire

generale de Languedoc (IV 681-2 1t W as ounded by 1262ancl moved LO 81 sıte 1ın 1528 But thıs W as sharply challengedby the ate bb& Sabarthes In hiıs Etude historique SUu l’abbayede aint-Paul de Narbonne Narbonne, 1893 60-161, 164 ;he could find trace of the house pr10r LO 1225 when the friars
reached agreemen with the abbatial church of St Paul 1n
whose parısh they VYCI'€ hen ocated. He argued that the CONvent
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could hardly ave existed for S1Xty without SOINeE such all-

gyements, and concluded that the Augustinians had reached Nar-
bonne only shortly before 1325 Actually, the house 1s5 rst InNneN-
tioned ın ll of 1256 Narbonne, 105 45) The 311
of knight of the CILy, Arnaldus Margalionis, 1ın 1261 15 of OINe

interest, fOl‘ ıt contaıned bequest of and Item ego fratribus
sanctı Augustini medietatem UnIus modiatae terrae In alodo et de
ıllo et In Tlo a  O quCc7n habeo ecclesiam sanct! Foelicis,
In qQuda pnossınt aedificare ecclesiam ad honorem Dei S!I 19SOS contın-
gerıt ıb1 facere mansıonem Cal Doat, 315v-16) The
church of St Felix W as ocated Just north of the walls of the CIt%,;
and settlement there explains why the friars needed accord with
the church of St Paul whose parısh W as CI 0SSS the rlver, ın the
bourg. An aCT of February L Z: 1262 shows the CONVvVentL and ıts pr10r
(frater Arnaldus far10r conventualis domus fratrum heremitarum OT-

dinis sanctı Augustini In Narbona) aquırıng annual rent-charge of
35 OUS and Near the church of St Felix by exchange with the
cathedral chapter of St Just Coll Doat, 87-93 thiıs
Wa  N clearly step In the assembling of sıte. An act of | 2972 tells

the friars were still OCCupyıng thiıs sıte at that ate (Rocque,
nventaire des actes et documents de l”’archevesche de Narbonne,
I! 247y ın the municipal library of Narbonne). But In 1317
the house received permıissıon from John > <) LO accept Ne sıte,
insıde the walls‚ ın either the bourg the cıty (M-ollat‚ Lettres
COTNTMN  ( de Jean XM 6030 At Just that tiıme, He location
presented ıtselt. In the bourg, NEear the gate of St Paul and ın that
parısh, stood communal leprosary. For OINe CcCa. ıts neighbors
had agitated for ıts removal to TIHUT distant SDOCL, and C:
tober 25 317 the royal seneschal of Carcassonne ordered this
oOne®e,; quod tales Infirmi cCOmMUNIONE el chohabitatione aliorum
cepnerentur 4858 45) serl1es of extant acts ın late 1318
shows the consuls of the LOWN, ıIn obedience this order, aliena-
ting Vvarıous plots of the leprosary sıte LO prıvate cıtızens

4858 D 33 42 43) Apparently the Augustinians aquired
part of this Droperty at that time (although there 15 SUNVIVINS
document LO demonstrate thıs beyond question) for NOW that be-
fore May 14 1319 the consuls, ın the Name of the leprosary, ha
aquıired and formerly held by +he friars, per modum excambıti:

4858 63) |t 1s perhaps worth noting that the old house
of the Sack Friars had adjoined thıs leprosary ; ıt had een sold

papal authority LO the abbey of St Paul ıIn 1280 and ıts sub-
sequent fate 15 unknown. Perhaps 1t had een taken OVeTr by the
leprosary, perhaps ıt wWas 110 aquired by the Augustinians
directly from St Paul with additional plot frorn the leprosary
holdings enlarge ıt In an Case the transter to the parısh of
St Paul must ave een fected by the Augustinians late In 1318

early ın 1319 and hence the agreemen of 1325 between the
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friars and that church which disturbed bbe Sabarthes. I wo CE6IM-
turıes later, the CONvent W as moved agaın, for the ast tıme, LO the
ppposite sıde of the bourg, ın the parish of Our Lady
NIMES (Gard)

All authorities cıa LO DICC ın putting the establishment otf this
house ıIn 1350 351 But act of | 344 shows the Augustinians
already present ın the town (Petit Histoire des UCs de Bourgogne,
Vl 404) The house 15 not mentioned ın Varıous IOCB.I wills runnınglate 1313 (Menard, Histoire de Nismes, I1 8) and mMust there-
fore be dated inter

PAMIERS (Ariege)
Besse (IV 3Z3) g1ves ate Y errera (I 81) puts 1t before

1425 I..ubm (D 88) has 1t before 1345 Its rst aPPCATaNCceE
LO be In 311 of 1318 (BN oll Doat, XLH 248) OUr friars
a e listed inquisıitorial councıillors ın 1224 an four INOTe, 1N-
cluding the pr10r an lector, In 1329 (Douais, L’Inquisition, 296
301-302 323-4). nly the Dominicans and Franciscans AI listed In

ı11 of 1307 (BN Coll Doat. LE 5/%) It would thus Cı
LO ave een ounded inter (theCarmelite house ere W as
established 1n 1511
PERPIGNAN (Pyrenges-Orientales)

Besse Y1ves ate tor thiıs house Z3Z) errera uts ıt
before 1419 (II 307) The ate of ıts foundation Ca be fixed with
consiıderable from Perpignan wills, which Are preservedıIn large numbers 1n the INan y Survıvıng notarıal regıisters of the
LOWnNn profusion of wills priıor LO F317 make mentıon of ıt
it first CCUFTrS iın 111 of August of that VCAar Pyreneges-Urientales, O E) Fonds des notaıres, 23 43) and 1t aPPCAarSsregularly 1ın wills thereafter. First ocated outsıde the walls, ıt W as
licensed LO INOVE LO the interi1o0r of the LOWN ın 1375 by PopeJohn XII Mollat Lettres orm  es de J/ean X AIL There
Are SLIray references LO the CONvent after that ate An
aclt of 1329 fr Berengarius Verger!i ÜICCArIUSs of the COIN-
vent Pyrenees-Orientales, SCT Fonds des notaıres, 4 5)Fr Franciscus Catalanı W as lector INn 1331 Pyreneges-Orientales,25 3v), and fr Raymundus Miri Was lector ın 1337 (Revued’histoire de l”’eglise de France, 1910] 720) An act of Oectober
1532 lists thirteen friars of the CONVenLT, In claustris domus dicti COT-
vDentus ad OoNu CAaMPANeEe congregatı capitulumque facientes, header
by fr Franciscus E.gidii, VICCcarius dicti cConventus (AD Pyrenees-UOrientales, SS Fonds des notaıres, 9v)
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T OULOUSE (Haute-Garonne)

Lubin dates this house before 1269 FD and errera before
|34|]| (II 478) The rst reference Gc LO ome In 1267 (fratribus
ordinis beati Augustini I holose) (Molinier, Correspondance admi-
nıstrative d’Alfonse de Poitiers, | 1535) ıll of 1263 lists Domi-
nıcans, Franciscans, Carmelites, Sack Friars, and Crutched Friars,
but Augustinians Haute-Garonne, SCT Fonds de Sainte-
Croix unnumbered liasse). |t Ca therefore, be preitty definitely
dated inter 1263 | 267
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