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On April 256 Pope Alexander bull Licet ecclesiae
catholicae united several groufßs o} hermits nto ell organized
modern Order called The Order 0J ermuits o} Saint Augustine
T his consolıdation traditionally Rnown The Great Union
tO distinguish IT from DArL1O0OUS earlier Mergers °J| Augustinian Sgroufps

entailed radical change t+he ife o} the hermuits for the
ope also commanded them LO INOUEC ntio the cıtıes and take

energeltilc fpart t+he UTE o} souls through preaching and
hearing confessions For his 16CUSOT! the Great Union Ca be COT!-

sidered +he hbirth JI +he Augustinian Order Rnow 1T today
The (Cistercians had ong nroved t+he effectiveness o}

centralized order WwWith COTINITINON general elected at
general chapter The C hurch avored +his system and ZE5 at
the Fourth Lateran Council made 1T mandatory for all exisiing
Orders Before 223 number of hermitages T uscany obeyed
+his command and accommodated t+hemselves tOo the centralizing
spırıt JI the iimes by combining nto OTNe Rind o} 1uon and
five Ca later the number o} partıcıpalıng hermitages had w
TO {fteen In March 244 ( ardinal Richard Annibaldi united all
houses o} hermits I uscany LZIVINS them OTINTINON

general uniform laws uniıform habit and the ancıent ule o}
Augustine By 250) they had w TO at least 67 houses and

tormed strong, ell-organized order known the Hermiults o}
the Order of S+t Augustine T uscany )) formed t+he INUaINn body
o} hermits at the Great Union.

The second most Were t+he ermuits o} Bret-
LINO ith at least 4] houses principally ocated the Marquessates
o} Ancona and Treviso T hird line stood the Brethren o} (S1TJ
John Bonus WwIith Rnown nlaces mostly Lombardy fourth

of hermits the illiamites had been excepted from the
napal decree o} 244 but Were forced tO JO1n 256 only tO regaın
t+heir independence +he UuUmne YCuUr they had little 1} an influence
uDon t+he development of the Augustinian Order
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More ımportant han t+he unıon itself WAas +he accompanyi'ng
Hapal directive tOo MOUC iınto t+he cıtıes and ‚take fparti in the CUTrTC

of souls. By +his command the hermits Were obliged tO undergo
fundamental change In t+heir spirituality ell In their exterior
WAY of ife After t+he hermitages had ceased LO constst exclusively
of laymen, ıts priests advocated INOTC apostolic role, and LO OTNLIC

extient had carried t+heir theory nto fpractice Y but the old ıdeal o}
eremitical seclusion did nol yield tO them, g10} at first even tO the
ope himself. Indeed, t+he ope had LO be quitte firm ith OTNC

brethren who Were reluctant tOo exchange their beloved hermitages
for stormier ife in the cıtıes.

In +his neriod t+he cıtıes Were growing ike mushrooms. The
INCGCTEC marketplaces of yesterday Were nO risıng TO emıment

Hosition In soctal and tolitical ife Their suburbs WwWere overflowing
Wwith ne Ciılizens for whom the bishofps and cathedral chapnters
wWere slow LO rovlde needed religious facilities. Pastors instructed
t+heir flocks but ittle, and In INMANY neglected t+hem almost
entirely. Itinerant reachers o} heresy found ertile soil In w hich
LO tlant hatred o} the triesthood and disbelief In the Holy Eucharist.
The neofple could be nrotected only through intensified effort
In the CUTC of souls and although t+he Franciscans and the Domint-
CUars had already begun t+heir tremendous work, the need o} the
day WAas grea hat the ope had TO send the hermits, LOO, nto
+he cıtıes. He allowed t+hem LO retaıin t+he +itle of hermuits
TO distinguish t+hem }rom the C’anons of St Augustine, an wisely
made hem conform tO +he efficient fattern o} the brand ne INnNeTN-

dicant Orders.
The maın agıtator for t+he Union ell t+he guardian o}

the ensuing transformation Was Richard Annibaldi, Cardinal Deacon
o} + Angelo, ıp ho ruled the Order with almost unlimited w
until his death In 276 His greainess 15 indicated by the fact hat
he WAas four times eading candidate for the DRaAPACY In Was he
wh shaped t+he legal, ascetical, and liturgical form o} the ne

Order He nromoted ıts exfppansıon ith carı at his dis-
tosal, and he Sa it ZST0OW TO ODver 300 houses In all arits *JI Europe.

The Austin Friars Augustinians ooR back his YCar upon
history o} ca Not ONC® during all +his time Were they lacking

saınt In their midst ur sign that their Order has always
lived tOo ıts principal PUrpOSE, and that +he observance ©JI ıts
ule an spirıt ıll make INC holy The Order produced grea
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treachers and theologians, and its mMissioOnNnNarıies converted hundreds
o} t+housands LO God tookR UuUre of narishes and colleges, and 1t
did not leave untouched single work In the Church for the
salvation o} souls. Even LO modern science {t DAUEC 0) 84 o} ıts greatest
InNe In Gregory Mendel, t+he iscoverer ©JI +he laws 07 heredity.

The Order seemed about LO nerish INOTEC than n OCCAasıoN,
but time and” again {t nroduced ne saınts tO resiore iıts ife and
strength. When ILuther fell awayY (and ith him sgrea faartl o}
Central Europe), C’ardinal Jerome Seripando, the former Prior Ge-
neral of the ÖOrder, became ‚0)gi of his maın antogonitsts legate
tO the Council o} I rent. At t+he UuUmnNne time S5t Thomas o} Villanova
ent t+he first Augustinian mMISSIONATIES to the newly discovered
countries, t+hus openıing ne RE for the Order When Seculari-
satıon had undermined the Order LO such extent that Ceven iıts
OWwW Prior General believed the end 1CUT, Blessed Stephen Bellesini
restored ıts ıll TO ife In Italy ’hen he mel Michel Hurley,
the first natıve orth-AÄmerican nOUVICE, he scarcely guessed hatl
within hundred Ca t+he Augustinians In the United States would
be +he strongest fpart of +he Order

According tOo t+he latest statıstıcs the Augustinians are agaın on

JI t+he fastest Sgrowımng Orders o} INe In the Church. Our ıme IS
Torn by hatred, strife, and mistrust hat {t needs IN filled ith

t+he spirit o} St Augustine, which has for ıts symbol heart npierced
by od’s o} love. nly such IN CC  > ead the world back
tO Christ

On the Feast o} Our Holy Father Augustine, 055

Engelbert EBERHA R  9
Prior General


