
The Augustinian Community
an the Primitive Church

TIroublesome preposıtıions Al very often explained aWAY aAaSs

superfluous even by pedantic philologians, but only superficial
reader woulcl Dass ()MV er ( conjJunction without retracıng hıs

tOo reread his passag«cl. |t 15 ON of these conJunctions, simple
enım ıIn the ule of St Augustine, that entices the present wrıter

enquıre urther nto ıts possible hidden meanıng. St AÄugustine
wrıtes

(( Eit 910)] dicatis aliquid proprıum, 3C sınt vobis omnıa COIMN-

munıla.. Sic enım legitis ın Actibus Apostolorum qula erant e1s
Oomn1ıa communla el distriıbuebatur Unıculque sıcut Culque OPUS
erat 7)

|f the scriptural texTt cıited had only ecen doctrinal Passarn«cl,
the enım would ave een quıte ın place. But the quotation 15
historical : therefore the enım Ca only find suiıtable explanation
$ Presume that St Augustine had ın m1nd ımıtate In hıs
monastıc socıety the primıtıve communıty of Jerusalem.

OQur susp1cıon asSsSumes the grade o} certaınty when COMDAaAIEC
the above PasSssSsage LO parallel text ın Sermon 2356

Quomodo autem vivere velimus, quomodo Deo prop1ıtio Jam
V1Ivamus, quam\V1s de Scriptura sancta multi noverıiıtıs, a COIN-

memorandos voS, 1psa de libro Actuum Apostolorum nobis lectio
recitabitur, ut videatis ubj descripta sıt forma, QUaIn desideramus
iımplere. Dum CIYO recıtatur, VO.  CN ıntent1issımos volo, ut pOSTL e]us
recıtatiıonem, quod instıtu1l loquar, Deo donante, iıntention1 vestrae.
(Eit Lazarus diaconus legit Cum OrassentT, MOLUS est locus ıIn qUO
erant congregatı, et impleti SUnt 48 Kı Spiritu Sancto, et loquebantur
verbum e Cu fhiducia OMnı volent!].

Regula, 1, cited according LO the critical edition of UMPFNER, ın Liber
V itasfratrum, New York 943 Appendix
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ultitudinis em credentium erat anıma un el ElE NUum et
NCINO OorIuü qUae possidebat, dicebat aliquid 20R08000| CS5C, SE erant
illis omn1a commun1la. H+ vırtute IMNagha reddebant Apostoli test]1-
monıum resurrectjioniıs [Dominı Jesu gratiaque ag  a eralt

ıllos
Neque enım quı1squam gcn erat inter illos Quotquot enım

OSSCSSOTES praediorum vel domorum erant, vendentes offerebant
pretia illorum, et ponebant ante pedes Apostolorum. Distribuebatur
autem unıculque Drou Culque OPDUS erat » Aucdclistis quid velimus
orate ut pOSsSIMuUs

|t should by be NO clear that the form of ıfe described In
Acts 3237 15 the model of St Augustine s communlıty. (Jur 1N-
ention 15 LO examıne INOIEC closely this biblical text together with
ıts parallels LO bring Out INOFE distinctly the monastıc iıdeal of
Ou Holy Father. hen shafl SC briefly how Augustine Dut this
1deal ınto practıice.

thorough ınvestigation nto the ıfte of the primıtıve Church
would involve mınute exegesı1ıs of ll the books ot the New Testa-
ment his 15 neıther possible NOr NECECSSaTL Y however, St Augus-
tiıne himself only reters LO Acts 32.37 JT herefore thıs text eed
only be examıned ıIn ıts immediate context Acts 42.47 18
eXaCct paralle] OUu PaAsSSsapc and Ca shed much light uDOoN it We
shall transcribe both sıde by sıde and proceed immedchately
to the exegesıs

cts 4)2_.47 cts 3237

4) And they persevered ın 2) NOW the multitude of be-
levers were of OI heart andthe teaching of the apostles an

the fellowship, the breaking of soul, and nOot OI of them saıd
the bread ancl the PIaYyCIS. 423 that anything of hıs DOSSESSIONS
AÄAnd fear fell uponNn VEeIYy sou]l wWas his OW. but they ha al
and INa y wonders and S1gNSs things In COININON. 22 And with

616 wrought through the DO  C the apostles deliv-
apostl-es. 44 AÄAnd all they that ered their wıtness LO the 16SSUT-
had believed held ]] things In rection of the Lord Jesus, and
OINnINON together 45 ancl they orealt gTaCcCEe N them al]
sed LO sell] theiır properLy and NO)' wWas there anyOoNne
x00ds and distribute the price want oNg them for INanYy
[9)  o all according aNnyOoON«EC WeTre WTTeTSs of lands

Sermo 356 1 39, 1574
Ihe New I estament 15 cited according to the W estminster ersion.
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had eed 4 Day by day they houses sed LO sel] them, and
persevered with on accord ıIn bring the [0)  c from the sales
the temple, and breaking bread and lay ıt al the feet of the
at ome, they took $ood with apostles, 235 and W as distributed
joyful simplicıity of heart, 4/ LO each according an yonNn«c
Dralsıng CGod and 1ın favour with had eed AÄAnd Joseph, who
the whole people. And the Lord had een surnamed Barnabas
aclded LO the COINDAaNY day by by the apostles (which translated
day those wh WEeTIe being 15 219] of exhortation }, Le
saved. vıte of Cyprian orıgın, sold

held wihich belonged LO 1mMm,
an brought the price an a1d
ıt at the feet of the apo—stles.

(Note. Textual varlatıons In the above ALl irrelevant
LO the general meanıng, with ®] exceptions. In 4) OINe

nuscrıpts ad « with OI accord atter persevered )» Cod
Cyprian and Ambrose insert (( an there wWwWas division whatsoever

them after OM heart and soul In 4‘ Although these
additions Arle venerally nOot accepted genulne, they ar®e useful
commentarıes, stressing the unıty o the primiıtıve Christians {9)  62
themselves.)

The rst problem that arıses from the comparıson of these
exXiIs 1S : Why o€es St Luke repeat the ame thing twıce The
rst aCccount ollows closely uUuDOTN St Peter’'s openıng discourse,
an: 1S probably mean LO describe the lasting eftects of the word
of God The second 15 introduction LO the StOr y of nanılas and
Sapphira, an: 15 inseparable from 1t Both PASSaAECS reter LO the SALNC

cırcumstance however, and Must be stucied together 5}
The Teaching of t+he Apostles. Ar such early stage of t+he

history o# the Church the teaching of the Apostles had not vet
assumed an definite stereotyped form The AaCCount of the death
and resurrection of the Lord occupied the foremost place ;: Hıis
lıfe ancl doctrine served LO iınstruct INnNnOTEe deeply those wh had
already believed.

According LO the Oriental custom, such teachings had be
‚earned by heart. Through repetition, thıs Rerygma CIYS-
tallized nto hixed catechism which later became OUu Gospels.
hat thıs teaching did NnOot remaın PUTE speculation 185 testified by
the mınute description of the ıfe of the rst Christians.

his 18 Iso the method by ZAHN, ın Die Apostolgeschichte
des Lucas 1, Leipzig, 1922 (3rd edition).
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We aAare told that the Apostles worked Many S1eNs and wonders.
his they did undoubtedly tO confirm the Nne CONVErLS ın their
Faith, and LO gaın others. Moreover, miracles In the New Testa-
ment are often mean LO symbolize the spiritual renovatıon of Man
brought about by Christ. St Luke S0€S LO ell us that 1ın CONMN-

of these miracles fear fell upDON VerYvy soul (2 43)
Miracles Are VYOLY often tollowed by fear ın the Lucan writinzs (cf
Lc 5) 2 37) hlS tear 15 natural phenomenon arısıng from
the feeling of being ın the of myster10us WwWEerT, but ıt
185 also the psychological ftoundation of the true fear of )) at
wh1ch the Apostles aimed In their preaching (cf Acts 5.11

2 9 26) and 15 not incompatible with (( joyful simplicity of
heart (2 46)

The Apostles delivered their wıtness LO the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus (4 33) The maın requiısıte for t+he apostleship wWas LO
ave een the risen Lord T hey wWere therefore wıtnesses LO His
resurrection (Acts l! 22) NOoLt Orators philosophers, and they could
only be judged by the degree of fidelity with which they ans-
mitted the LE, vangelical Message to their hearers Cor 1-4) The1r
word 15 endowed with [8)  e ( S0 vayııc ) and accompanied by

aC«EC (4 33)

The Prayers. The liturgical ıte of the first Christians has z1ven
rıse LO INaNn y and Vvarıous discussions {9)  AA biblical scholars. Here

shall only attempt LO reconstruct briefly possible the liturgy
of the primıitıve communıty from the ata aftorded by the Lucan
narratıve °) We are told In 1 4) that the Christians per. severed 1ın
the Dravers and In +he breaking of the bread (note the articles, DIE-
sent also ın the Greek) Moreover, day by day they persevered
with ON accord ıIn the temple, an: breaking bread at ome, they
took food with joyful simplicity of heart, praıisıng C6 and ıIn favour
with the Wh018 people (v 46)

The Prayvers )) with the article, 0€es not sımply refer to
Dravers ın general, but LO fixed selt of Prayers recıited at regular
intervals. 18 amplification of 42 specifyıng that these
Drayvyers took place 1n the temple M the Jewish temple ıIn Jeru:
salem). hIS 15 also confirmed by ({ Peter and John weIre going

ınto the temple for the Draver of the nınth hour ), which shows

For turther details ct ACQUIER P., Les AÄActes des Apötres, Paris, 926
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that the separatıon of Church and Synagogue did not take place
suddenly. The Christians joined the Jews ın their OINmMmMON pray<ers
nevertheless, they Gcecım LO ave grouped together at the portico of
Salomon inside the temple (Acts 12)

But the Christians ha. OE specific liturgical rights which they
could not share with the Jews, namely, the breaking of the breadı».
his phrase wWas sed LO designate OoOININON mea|]l the Jews,
but ın Christian as«ec 1t OonN CaIine LO signify the Lord’s Supper
(Cf Acts 2 7 44 Cor | | Didache the Peshitto has

ıIn tractione eucharistiae y} The aithful theretore., celebrated the
Eucharist ıIn prıvate homes. Those of them who possessed large
houses put them at the disposal of their brethren places of COM-

INnO Dravyer (cf AÄcts 12 12)
It also e likely that the Eucharistic Y wWas CCOI1N-

panıed by banquet which W as meant LO reproduce the setting of
the ast Supper, and LO foster brotherly love [9)  s the particıpants.
These meals welIe taken with joyful simplicity of heart ) , Al
abuses such those rebuked by Paul ıIn Cor l W being
absent 9}

The Fellou)shfp. In 47 the |_atın Vulgate reads : (( ın U-

nıone fractionis panıs )»» The orıginal text however, has the article
before XDLYWVEZ (fellowship, communion), ancl al critical editions
of the New Testament place after ıt. that the Ttrans-

lation T1unNs:! in the teaching of the apostles and the fellowship,
the breaking of the bread and the Dravers ı 7 The fellowship, there-
tore, stands OuL alone. What 15 the €XaCctl meanıng of thıs
pression cComparıson of the principal eX{Is ıIn which thıs word
CCUIS ı11 bring OUut ıts richness of meanıng.

In the New Testament the word CCUTIS with diverse epithets:
You ave been called ınto the fellowship of his Son

| Cor 'y
TIhe tellowship of the holy Spirıit Cor 13 13
OQur fellowship 1ın the Gospel Phil "
Fellowship of faıth )) Phm
hat INa ave fellowship with UuSs the apostles), and

OUT fellowship 15 with the Father an: with hiıs Son Jesus Christ »

F In

C£ TAUFFER, In T heologisches Wörterbuchy zZUuU 1,
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We ave fellowship with ON  ® another In
These eXpressions demonstrate that XOLVWYVLA w as the Current

term in the Church LO denote the unıon of Christians them-
selves and with the hierarchy through their OoOINmMOoOonNn faıth ıIn Christ,
who, 1n Lurn, elevates ıt supernatural unıon with God Himself
In the Holy Spirit. It 15 od’s answer LO the Prayer of the Lord

that the love wherewith thou ast loved INa be ın them, and
ıIn them (Jn 76 26)

We ave already remarked that 1n OUr PasSsapc (Z 42) XOLYOVYIA
stand alone, without al qualifying epithet. [t Can VEIrIVY ell reter
LO the communıty of Z00ds an pPOSSESSIONS described ın 2‚ 44# and

32531 but this material unıty Wa  N only the exterliıorızatıon of the
ONeENCSS of heart and sou]l (4 33) which existed [9)  a the Chris
tlans, and this, In ıts Lurn, W as the eftect of their fellowship with
God through Christ. Carr correctly wriıtes :

What Z1ves specıial significance IO this primitıve torm of
Christian soclalism 15 that ıt represents eftort continue the ıte
of discipleship and companionship with Christ which had een
enjoyed by the I welve, and by others, wh had companied )) with
them during the earthly miınıstry... TOmM the Airst ıf implhied prın-
ciple of brotherhood and spiritual fellowship which lies at the TrOOot
of true Christian Socialism

It 15 impossible LO restrict the meanıng of YOLYOVLA ıIn thıs
DPDaSsSarec LO on determined form of communıon exclusive of al
others Lake an Cadbury ecem do 1n their commentary b
When St Luke placed the word alone, he must ave one
endow ıt with the full richness of connotatıon which ıt had already
acquired at his time. As shall SC  D later ın thiıs a  , St Augustine
had other intention ıIn founding his communıty than LO z1ve ıfe
LO mını]ature Communion of Sain{ts 1}

Community o} G 0oods and Possessions. We 11LO COINE LO the
central part of OUT study, ın which must examıne the social
aspect of the ıte of the prımıtıve Church. It wWas exactly thıs aspect
that had the greatest infÄuence Augustine s monastıc PTro  Me.

” (CARR, The Fellowship (Koinonia) o} cts II, an Cognate W ords,
In The Expositor 8Sth Ser., ( 460

IRSOPP I LAKF ‚ADBURY The cts of t+he Apostles. London 1933,
Vol part L 1n JACKSON-LAKE, The Beginnings o} Christianity.
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TIhe that CONGEeInN us AI& 45 ; 23134 TOM
these EXTIS learn that :

None of the members of the primıtıve communıty saıd
that anything of hlS pOSSeEsSsS1ONS W as his <

1{ Yet there wa  N OI} in eed Aa ONS them, for
888 The faithful held Zl their PpOSSESSIONS ın OININON

Those wh possessed lands and houses sed LO gell
them, and

Lay the [9)  c at the feet of the Apostles.
[t wWas then distributed each according LO hıs needs.

VII Joseph Barnabas 18 cıited example.

prıma facie readıng of these eXIs 8l g1ve the impression
that all the N CONverts sold whatever they possessed and BgaVCc
the price thereof to the Apostles wh then distributed ıt LO each
and VEIY member oif the Church according LO hıs needs just

do today ın QOUT religious communiıties. But such ınterpre-
tatıon raıses insurmountable difficulties. First of all Aare not told
that the Christians sold their pOSsSsess10Ns al at OINNCE (both the
present particıple TWWAÄODYTEC and the imperfect ETLLTLOCONODVY denote

continuous action) secondly, such mode of living 1ın COIN-

munıty of abott ten thousand people would ave required 1MM-
CC organızatıon of which ave ınt ın SOUTCCS ,

Joseph Barnabas D  !l SO of exhortation ' 15 cited example,
which would aAve een Out of place had Al one iıke him : and
lastly, St Peter tells nanılas explicitly : VWhile ıt E  N the ancl he
sold) yel remaiıined, did it not remaın thine O W an when ıt had
een sold W as NOL the IMONECV at thy disposal 5 4) T here wWas

therefore obligation whatsoever LO sell one s rOoODerty, and, 1n
tact, SC GVn ervent Christians pOssessing houses of their z
(12 12)

How, then, are imagıne thıs ıfe ın ÖOININON

Ihe ervour of these rst Christians w as ogTrTeal that ıt was

impossible for them LO hold fast LO their DOSsSESS10NS.
his phenomenon w as general that CVEN the ess ervent

wanted LO imıtate the example of the rest (Ananias anı Sapphira).
They therefore consiıdered their whole Y virtually be-
longing to the whole communıty. The r1IC  h [9)  o them sed
sell their superfluous pOssessioNs (TÄc all oes NOLT always ave
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the significance of entire 1ın St Luke), and g1Ve the o  CYVY thereof
tO the Apostles, who from thıs COININON deposit BaVC Out alms
the POOT and widows accrding their needs (Acts 61 |) There
w as VO of pOVerLy )) 1ın the modern L e GE of the word,, but

overflow oft charıty. Most probably, there must ave een mMany
wh toOk the words of the Master Go sell 11 t+hou hast, and
gıve LO the DOOT (Mt 19 21) without an limitation, actually sel-
ng al they had an dedicating themselves entirely LO the Servıice
of the Lord

Such communıty of goods W as nOot Nne thing the Jews
of the period. We NOW of sect ın Damascus whose members
held Al they had ıIn COININON and the recently discovered Qumran
manuscr1pts urniısh with mınute details regarding another sect
that led Very strıct monastıc ıfe the shores of the ead Sea,
about 81X miles from Jericho. The latest excavatıons under the
leadership of the earned Dominican scholar br de Vaux ave also
brought light the monastery 1n which they lıved These monks ))

could nOoTt DOSSCSS anything of their OW but they had either
materijal intellectual, belonged the communlity. To each OIl

distribution w as made trom day day according LO his needs.
Like OUr modern monastıc Orders they dedicated themselves to
work an: PTrayer ın OININON (with ON accord ') hlS instıtution
W as already ın existence during the second Century C $ and only
ceased LO exıst INn the YCar both the Apostles, therefore,
an the first Christians knew about ıt The members MuUst not ave
een LOO | 100 sepulchers ave een unearthed 11
NO But what 18 of the greatest iınterest LO 18 that everything

ave read about the prıimıtıve Church, Pray<Ze_rs 1n OINMON,

communıty of gyoods eic., 18 tOo be tound ın much strıcter form
[0)  e the members of this sect. Can speak of Qumranic 1N-
AÄuence the Airst CONVerts Whatever these similarities INaYy ead

LO believe, OI thing stands Ahrm ın this communıty the str1c-
test Pharisaism reigned, inextricately bound VECIY unchristian
despite owards all wh did not belong to the sect The joyful
simplicity of heart of the first Christians, ell their free
mingling‘ with their Jewish tellow-countrymen WeTr certainly nOtL

Qumranic.
To S] Ca envısıon OUrTr primıitıve Christians sınging

hymns an psalms In the temple, galnıng aCcCe an strength from
the Lucharist, which they celebrated ın their prıvate homes, and
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overflowing with love of God and neighbour. No sacrıfıce W as LOO
arduous tor their unlimited charity. They wWeTIe prepared detach
themselves from their dearest POSSEeSSIONS to COIMME LO the help of
the POOT and needy. No wonder then, that they found favour
with the whole people, and the Lord added LO the COM DAaNY day
by day those who welIe being saved )) (2 47)

But alas, this inıtial EerVOoUr Was NOL LO last OTrever. Apart
trom similitude AaAn parable the spiırıt of fellowship anımates
the whole of the New T estament. The history of Christianity would
ave een VEeEIrIYy different ıf the AINE spirıt had continued be the
predominant infÄuence. But events belied the early promıse. Ihe
four grea notes of the Apostolic times wWerTr€e al infringed broken
within the MEIMOTY of the generation which upheld them. |) {Ihe
teaching of the Apostles W as cChallenged by false Apostles (Rev 2)
by Judaisers Gal l9 6) an by adversaries iıke Phygelus and Her-
INOSECNECS and Diotrephes (2 Tim 15 Jn 9) 2) the earliest
contention ın the Church from dispute concerning the daily
distribution of tood (Acts 67 |) 3) the Fucharist iıtself DSaVEC OCCasıon
LO abuse an scandals COI' | 20) 4) an learn trom the
E.pistle of the Hebrews neglect by omese of the daily DIravyers
ot the Church (Heb | 25) )) *}

|f such deterioration had already set ıIn during the rst Chris-
t1an generatıon, conditions WT& stil] at the end of the fourth
Century when St Augustine opened hıs CYECS LO the Faith {Ihe
Church Wa  N troubled by schisms and heresies : the CaCe which
the Christians enjoyed ın the Roman Eimpire ha. added mMan y
worthy members LO their number the charity which Christ had
oINe to preach Fkarth W as ın danger of losıng ıts fervour. When
Augustine read OUTr Dassage ın the Acts of the Apostles he CADEC-
rienced nostalgic feeling owards that DUTre disinterested mode
of ıte of the priımıtıve Church

Was ıt possible ene this iıdeal 1n the Church Augustine
knew that he could not Dut his iıdeal into practice 1n the whole
Church, but he could revıive 1t within the Church He would tound

communıty which would be incarnation of the iıdeal unıty of
the Church, symbol of ıts neness which would become sızn
of contradıiction LO those wh hated ıts unıity.

(( nde el lle NUus sanabatur 1n pıscına. Respondeant nobis
et eXponant, qul insultant nomın] monachorum Jle qu1ı inven-

*] ((ARR, 0 464
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tus est trıgınta habens 1ın iınfırmitate, hoc respondisse Domino
Cum mota fuyerit aua NO habeo gul deponat alius ante 1998

escendit (Jn 57 /) Descenderat unNnus, Jam alius NO descen-
debat Unus solus sanabatur : unıtatem Eicclesiae figurabat. Merito
insultant nom1ını unıtatıs quı ab unıtate praeciderunt. Merito illis
displicet (=30l monachorum, qula 1i nolunt habitare in uNnNuUuInNn Cu

fratrıbus, sSe sequentes Donatum, Christum dimiserunt 10)
TIhe monastery 15 school of fraternal charity. {Ihe imıtatıon

of the primıtıve Church has but 0)81 end, OoOVe Primum propter
quod 1n uNnNnuIn est1is congregatı, ut unanımes habıtetis 1n omo et

sıt vobis anıma una et Cr unumn ın Deo )) l It 1S this VerYyY unıty
of love which g1Vves monks )) their NaImne:

Monos enım dicitur et NO uNnus quomodocumgque Na el
ıIn turba est unu  K  S, sed un.: GL multis uUuUNnUus C] Dnotest, oONnO 1C1
NO Dotest, Yo est, solus ONO enım unus solus est Qui x
S1C vivunt ıIn UuUNnumM, ut uUuUNnUuMm hominem faciant, uL sıt illis VT quod
scr1ptum est, 859l anıma et COI multa COrPOTAa se NO

multae anımae : multa COTDOTIA sed NO multa corda recie dicitur
[0)} c est unus solus 12)

Ihe materijal prerequisıte fOI' thıs unıty 1s communıty of POSSCS-
S10NS. hıs 1s the foundation of al brotherly love and concord. |t
18 true that on must already love LO give all OIl has, but this 18
done that OI INa love CVEeN INOIC What the early Christians did
because they W ere perfect ın charity, the tollower of Augustine 1mM1-
ates that he ma POSSCSS perfect %XOLVWYLAL. Augustine DaVC VCIY
strıict interpretatıon the 1n the Acts of the Apostles.
HIS Wä:  N the strictest communıty of g00ds where On W as DE -
mitted DOSSCSS anything that he might call his OWIl1. What had
ecen impossible LO the large communıty of Jerusalem became DOS-
sıble LO Augustine s small circle of riends. Interpreting the spirıt
rather than the letter, Augustine DaVe excellent example of
how the spırıt Ca be INOTITE thorough than the letter. W hat wWas

permitted ın the Church of Jerusalem W as NnOot allowed In Augus-
tine’s communiıty : Eit NO dicatis aliquid proprıum, se sınt vobis
omn1ı1a communıa he wrıtes ın the openıng chapter of hıs ule 13  —
and he wWwWas prepared LO take risks 1ın practice :

10) In Ps L32Z: P 37 1753
ll) Regula
12) In Ps 132 Al 1752
18) Regula
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(( Sj qu1s dilector el laudator NnOSstier apud detractorem NOSIrUumM
praedicaret ıstam soclıetatem et diceret : Cum ep1SsCOpoO Augustino
S1C vıvunt cohabitatores ejus, quomodo scrıptum est ın Acti-
bus Apostolorum contınuo ]le detractor INOVECNS, dentem PIO-
IMOVECNS, diceret, Ita VeIC S1C lbl vıvıtur, quomodo Lu dicis Quare
mentirısThe Augustinian Community and the Primitive Church 469  « Si quis dilector et laudator noster apud detractorem nostrum  praedicaret istam societatem et diceret : Cum episcopo Augustino  sic vivunt omnes cohabitatores ejus, quomodo scriptum est in Acti-  bus Apostolorum : continuo ille detractor caput movens, dentem pro-  movens, diceret, Ita vere sic ibi vivitur, quomodo tu dicis ? Quare  mentiris ? ... Nuntio ergo vobis unde gaudeatis. Omnes fratres et  clericos meos, qui mecum habitant, presbyteros, diaconos, subdia-  conos, et Patricium nepotem meum, tales inveni, quales desideravi.  Sed qui de sua qualicumque paupertate, quod statuerant nondum  fecerunt, hi sunt, Valens diaconus, et paulo ante dictus nepos meus  subdiaconus, sed matris vita impediebat, quia inde vivebat » !‘)  Common life, however, does not only consist in community  of goods. All daily actions take place in common, and certain de-  tails might even seem superfluous unless interpreted in the light of  Augustine’s ideal. « Vestes vestras in unum habete » !°), he writes,  but even this is an integral part of the  anıma una et cor unum  We have seen that Augustine appeals to the Acts of the  Apostles for his ideal of common life. But as we saw in our ana-  lysis, it was not only community of goods that was practised in  the primitive Church. Prayer, the Eucharist, and_ perseverance in  the teaching of the Apostles also played a conspicuous part in the  life of the early Christians. Yet Augustine never writes « Orationi-  bus instate horis et temporibus constitutis, quia sic scriptum est in  Actibus Apostolorum ». In fact, he never appeals to Acts 2, 42-47,  although it is by far the richer passage. The reason for this is  quite simple. The Eucharist, prayer, and the teaching of. the  Apostles had never ceased to be the dearest possessions of the  Church. There was no need to go back to the primitive Church  to find an ideal of prayer. What had been lost through change of  circumstances was life in common, and it was only that which  needed renewal. This is also the reason why only Acts 4, 31-37,  in which life in common is so minutely described, attracted the  attention of Augustine’s social personality.  However, if Augustine does not appeal to the Acts for an ideal  of prayer etc., these are none the less to be found in his commu-  nity. « Orationibus instate horis et temporibus constitutis » !°). The  Eucharist of course, had_never ceased to be the centre of Christian  ;) Sermo 356, 2.3.P. .. 39, 1575.  *) Regula VU.  *°) Regula I11,Nuntio CTrgOo vobis nde gyaudeatis. Omnes ratres aı
clericos INCOS, quı —A habitant, presbyteros, diaconos. subdia-
107  {0}  9 et Patricium nepotem IHCUIN, tales inven], quales desideravi.
Sed quı de S11 qualicumque paupertate, quod statuerant nondum
tecerunt, hi sunt, Valens diaconus, el paulo ante dictus c  [9) INEUS
subdiaconus, se matrıs vıta impediebat, qula nde vivebat 14)

Common ite however, o€es not only consıst 1n communıty
of goods. All daily actıons take place ıIn COIMINON, and certaın de-
taıls might 6C CCLM superfluous unless interpreted 1n the light of
Augustine s iıdeal V estes vestras 1ın ANum habete )) 1  — he wrıtes,
but EVEeNn thıs 18 integral Dart off the anıma un elt CO

We ave SCSECN that Augustine appeals LO the Acts of the
Apostles for his iıdeal of OINIMNON ıfe But sa 1n OUrTr AINdA-

lysis, 1t W as nOotL only communıty of gyoods that wWas practised 1n
the primiıtıve Church Prayer, the Fucharist, and PEISCVCTANC In
the teaching of the Apostles also played CONSPICUOUS part ın the
ıfe of the early Christians. Yet Augustine C wrıtes Orationi-
bus instate horis el temporıbus constitutis, qula S1C. scr1ptum est 1n
Actibus Apostolorum )) . In tact, he e6cve appeals LO Acts 42-47
although ıt 15 by ftar the richer PasSsapge. The TeGcason for thıs 15
quıte simple. Ihe Lucharist, DIayerl, and the teaching of the
Apostles had e e ceased LO be the dearest DOSSsSeEsSsSIONS of the
Church There W as eed back LO the primıtıve Church
LO find ıdeal of Prayer VWhat had een ost through change of
cırcumstances wWas ıfe 1ın OINIMNON, an ıt w as nly that which
needed renewal. hIS 1S also the Tecason why only Acts 47 31-37
In which ıfe 1ın COININON 185 minutely described, attracted the
attention of Augustine’s socıial personality.

However, ıf Augustine 0o€es NnOL appeal LO the Acts for iıdeal
of prayer ei{C., these ATr one the less LO be found 1n hıs Uu-
nıty. Orationibus instate horis al temporibus constiıtutis )) 16) The
Eucharist of had VE ceased LO be the Centre of Christian

ll) Sermo 356, 39, o Veo]
l5) Regula
16) Regula {I1
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plety ; and study which 18 but form of PersevVeTAaNCl: ın the
teaching of the Apostles e& LO ave een the hobby of Augus-
tine’s communlıty. Here 18 how Augustine describes their ıfe ın
practice

Sic el ın ]la vıta communı fratrum, qUa«C est 1ın monaster10
magnı VIr1, sanctı, quotidie 1n hymnis, ın orationiıbus, 1n audibus
Dei, nde vıvunt, Cu lectione ıllis 165 est ; laborant manıbus Suls,
inde transıgunt ; 110 VaTIre aliquid petun(t, quidquid e1s intfertur

p11s fratriıbus, CUu: sufficientia el CUu charitate utun NnNemMIMO

sıbj usurpat aliquid quod alter 110 habeat : 16 diligunt,
Ne.: iINnVICcem sustinent }

his Was, therefore, Augustine s iıdeal It has also een the
ıdeal of myriads of Augustinlians ll OVelr the world tor OVer ıfteen
centuries. It 18 they wh LIry to keep alive the fiıre which burned
1ın the hearts of the early Christians, 1n the specific wWaY of ımıtatıng
their ıte ın oINmoaon As ıt Wäa:  CN tor Augustine, the ıfe of the
Church of Jerusalem 18 tor them also the highest ıdeal hat 18
why ıt has een described with such detail ın thıs Audıistis
quid velimus, Orate ut PpOSSIMUS ))

Prosper GRECH,

11) In Ps 99, A 37 278 For ful! exposıiıtıon ot the monastıc deal
oft St Augustine ct / UMKELLER OLES.  > Das Mönchtum des Augustinus,
W ürzburg, 1950, presently being translated ınto English


