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CHAPTER

The Leadership of Alonso de la Vera Cruz
In the Augustinian Order

The Office of Major Superior in Mexico

Alonso de Ia Vera muz W as three times elected LO the high-
est office IN his order 1n Mexico, ancdcl z  Ö other OCCcaslons he
Wa  D chosen LO All unexpired terms, ONCE when the maJor super10r
had died and another time when the INa ın office W as cOommı1s-
sioned LO LO Europe. The office of maJor super10r would 11OT -

mally be that of provincılal, but because the provınce ın Mexico
did NnOTL yel en]oy f311] status, the maJor sSUuper10r W as VICAar-
provıncılal, that 15, Vicar of the provincılal ın Castile, LO whom the
friars ıIn the New World wWerTre subject. When did the ın
Mexico, tormally known the Province of the Most Holy Name
of Jesus of New S5Spain, acquıre full status and independence from
Castile hat question has INanYy AaNSWETIS, depending the polnt
of V1CW of the varıous wriıters. It 15 knotty and complicated DIo-
blem on ıIn which INanYy DETSONS an DO WETIS had hand An
aNnsWer mMust be gıven In order LO NOW what W as the ompeltiency
of the maJor super10r 1n Mexico, an ın order LO understand

*) See Augustiniana, <l955),
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aVC internal disturbance oNng the Augustinian friars 1n the
period roughly from 1560 LO 1570 when there W as noticeable
decline 1n the expansıon of the Augustinian Order probably
eftect of this internal dissension.

TIhe history of this question reveals [WO opposıng poıints of
VIEW, and struggle for control the part o# several high autho-
rıties. |$ OI reads the account of the Augustinian chroniclers
wrıting IN New Spain, he 15 E LO gel the impression that the
friars In the New World sought independence, but that the autho-
rıtıes ın Spaın refused LO recognıze their rights. 1 the other
hand, OIl reads the history of the amnec period 1n Spanish —

COUNLT, the friars ın merica 311 be represented usurpıng autho-
rty beyond their rights. Which 15 the Lrue account TIhe facts 11
show that there W as both truth and exaggeratıon both sides 215).
The posıtion of the general of the Augustinians, residing IN Rome,
W as generally 1n favor of the triars ın merica, 1ın the that
he SITrOVe ave full-Aedged provınce established 1n Mexico,

ell in Peru, immediately subject himself instead of
the provincıal of Castile. his conflict of interests brought
further question of wh ha: the right LO send vıisıtator LO the
New W orld the provincial of Castile the general hat question
W as the very center of the trouble.

ÖOffsetting the inÄuence of the gveneral, however, W as the Kıng
of Spain Philip { and the Council of the Indies. The aspıratıons
of the Augustinian general wWwere the opposıte of the plans of Phi-
lip I1 wh sought LO establish system whereby the orders working
ın the Spanish m1ss10ns would be immediately subject, nOotL LO their
respective generals In KRome, but LO cCommıssary generals appoıinted
LO the royal COUFTL 216) TIhe eftorts of the general ın Rome wWeTrTe

regarded ıIn royal circles foreign interference. There W as SOINE

justification for this attıtude of the Spanish Kıng ıIn VviIew of the
fact that he already possessed extensiıve OWECIS 1n the ecclesiastical

215) TEeCcCENT study of +t+hıs question appeared 1n Analecta Augustiniana,
Vo' (Jan.-Dec., 1953), 68-90 TIhe author, Darvid Gutierrez, defends
t+he authority of the Spanish provinclals. Hıis artıcle appeared after thıs present
chapter W äas wrıtten. The present wriıter hopes take thıs question 1n greater
detajl ın later study.

216) C# the ınteresting study the ımportant Jumta of 1268 by LETURIA,
Felipe II el Pontificado momento culminante de la historia hispanoamericana,
1n Estudios eclesiästicos, (Madrid, Sept., 1928, extraordinario), 41-77
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sphere through cCONcCcessl10ns and privileges osranted by the Holy
5ee the mıssıon endeavor 1n the New World W as almost entirely
hıs respons!i1bility and, 1ın grea IMeEeEASUTC, 1t W as financed by royal
tunds I$ the King's plan, complete with Patriarch who would
be the Pope's delegate In Spain, had een acceptable LO Kome,
the ecclesjastical affairs of the M1SSIONS would ave F{r INOTE

smoothly. But such masterplan, contaınıng, ıt did the ob-
V10Us danger of setting UD national church, W as acceptable nel-
ther LO the Pope NOr LO the generals of the religious orders 217).
The result Was that secular interference ın ecclesiastical affairs
increased, especıially sSINCe ll communıcatıons with Rome ha. LO

be cleared through the royal Council of the Indies. The inter-
erence of the King's mınısters acdded oreatly the dissension
amongst the AÄugustinians 218).

We ave 6n how the m1sSs10Ns began 1n Mexico, an that
the Augustinian (Order there had m OstT remarkable growth In the
aC of S1Xty ca (Once He branch of the order had vyained

certaın number of houses an ‚AB and demonstrated that ıt
could SUPPOTL itself, 1ıt Was normal LO establish separate and 1N-
dependent provınce. 1t 15 understandable, however, that the Spa-
ısh Province of Castile wished LO maintain [0)]881> contro| OVCI the

In merica., SINCE ıt W as exclusively Spanish venture and
most of the recruıts had LO COIMMNE from Spain. More than that,
15 indicated above, all affairs of an kind had Dass through the
hands of the Spanish authorities, and the Spanish gYgovernment wWwWas

extremely reluctant to allow an non-Spanish [9)  C tO exercıse
an infÄuence within the embpıre. Thus, 6CEVEenNn i the Spanish DIO-
vincıal WGI®E willing LO create separate provınce ıIn Mexico, sub-
ject LO the veneral ıIn Rome, the King would, and iın fact, did
ODDOSC

In the beginning there wWas trouble whatever. The t1es LO
the ome COUNLIrYy were sStirong and the miss1onarıes ogladly received
help and direction from the super10rs ın Spain. But the number
of friars increased In Mexico and the problems of administration
naturally became INOTE complicated, the miıss]ıonarıes began LO fee]l

217) Only the Franciscans ha cComm1ssary general.
Al 8) (CUEVAS, Historia de la Iglesia, I 192-194 poınts Out how the restrictıons

placed the relig1i0ous by avı authority increased, mıc the VICeroys, oydores
and ‚Vel M1INOT officals interterred ıIn the aftairs of the orders.
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the great Inconvenlıence of referring al maJor decisions to Castile.
Not only wWEerTr€e communıcatıons extremely slow, they WEeTlrTe also
uncertaın. Storms., plracy and wartare not infrequently took oll
of the Spanısh merchant fleet, and ON Was e V ure that his
etters would arrıve. For that [CASON etters wWeI«ec always wrıtten
ın duplicate triplicate and dispatched difterent vessels, but
6C Ven S OIl could not be certaın of safe delivery. Before
NSWEeTr could be obtained, trequently the matter referred to Caatile
would ave resolved itself, either for better f01‘ . l'llS
sıtuatıon forced the superlors ın Mexico LO take atters ın their
OW hands and sometımes make unauthorized decisions. hat of
COUTISE brought the question of what W as the moral and legal
value of such ecisions.

TIhe orıgıinal plan Was indicated by Thomas of Villanova, then
Provincial of Castile, when, ın 1554 he appoıinted Juan Gallego hIS
Vicar ıIn the Indies and DaVvVe the triars ın Mexico permıissıon LO
hold chapter ın three ca and elect provincıial tor three-
VCar term 219) The term proviıncıal ere 15 not especially significant
because ıt 15 clear from subsequent documents that the maJor
super10r 1n Mexico had only the POWETS of vicar-provincial. The
INa elected LO that office had LO be confirmed by the proviıncılal
ın Castile whom he represented. And ere arıses the problem of
communıcatıion described above. TIhe friars referred this problem
LO Spain and receıved reply oNng the directives sent by the
chapter held at Duenas 1n | 540 220).

It W as rst re-atfirmed that each nNne Spanish provincıal must
conhrm the office of his V1ICAar In the New World In order LO be
SÜEB w that the conhfirmation Was nNnOL overlooked., the prior of Sala-
a  a at that tiıme Francisco de Nieva, and a]] subsequent holders
of that office, wWere commıssioned LO SC  @' that the provıncial made
the confirmation, and were urther designated LO All the office of
Procurator and Protector of the Indies. Furthermore, In the even
that word should reach Mexico, the Vvicar-provincial wWas LO be
considered automatically confirmed. Any urther doubts about
authority were LO be decided by the Vicar 1n conJunction with hıs

21'.'I) SANTIAGO VELA, Santo T omäs de Villanueva. Fechas datos, In HHA\,
(June 1919 360
220) SANTIAGO VELA, Äcerca de observancias la Provincia de Mexico, 1n

AHHA AIV _(July-August‚ 1920), 69-78, NnOs and
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definitors and the Drev1ious vicar-provincıial, while appeal Wa  N being
made LO Spain.

his somewhat complicated solution did nNOoL satısfy the mmM1S-
s1onarıes an they tound opportunıity LO bring their Case to the
Augustinian general wh aInNnle visıtatıon LO Spain the following
VeAar, 1541 TIhe General] at that time W as the noted Jerome Ser]-
pando, [070)9! LO become Cardinal Aan: Papal Legate LO the Councıil
of Irent. Seripando called chapter at Duenas 1n November, EeEVECN

though another chapter Was nOot due for z  ®] ca  „ and he uniıted
the Provinces o# Castile and Andalusia ınto ON 221). At that
chapter the triars of Mexico WEeTEe represented by Nicoläs de Agreda
wh W as Procurator f01' the Indies and had just COINeE back ftrom
the New World 222) ; What 11 anything, cCli the General do about
the exican sıtuatıon TOmM this point orward CONSLAN struggle
15 carriıed between the friars ın New Spain and the Spaniısh
authorities, each making conflicting claims. According to the Mexi-
Ca chronicler Grijalva, the Ceneral decreed the separatıon of the
exican provınce from that of Castile, although the decree, being
ost 1n ransıt. SV reached New Spain. Grijalva’s aCCount 15
based report brought by Oome friars newly arrıved from Spain
In | 543 223) In the meantıme, chapter w as held ıIn New Spain
and Juan de San Romän W as elected maJor super10rT. The four
definitors chosen wWwere Jorge de Avila, Alonso de la Vera Cruz,
Juan Eistacio and Juan Cruzat.

Father Santiago ela following the opınıon of Jose Sicardo,
wriıter wh consistently upheld the posıtion of the Spanish DTO-

vincıals, maıntaıns that Grijalva’s AaCCoOount of the general’'s decree

221) tol 03 C Iso HERRERA, Historia de Salamanca, 285
222) I!bid He wWas also elected OT: of the Scrutators tor the chapter.
223) RIJALVA, ÖLE, dad chap. XXXVI1.
Ricard, In hıs excellent study, La ((( conquete spirituelle » , apparently accepted

the aCCOUnNntT of Grijalva, for he SaYyYsS simply, DAa 95, that the separatıon took
place 1n 1945 The chroniclers of the genera|l history of the Augustinian Order
apparently heard of this decree of Seripando. For example, CRUSENIUS,
Monasticon Augustinianum (Munich speaks, Pase 199, of the vısıt of
Seripando Spain, but SayS nothing of an y such decree. On the CON{I{rary, when
treatıng of the champter In Mexico In 1545, he SaYys Juan Staccio (sic) wWas chosen
head of the V icariate of the Indies. He SayS the Sarn of Vera Cruz 1n 1548,
Page 200 Similar testıimony ( be found 1ın PAMPHILUS, Chronica ordinis fratrum
eremıtarum Augustini (Rome 1581), tols 195v-118
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15 far from the truth 224) ; Father Santiago alleges that Grijalva's
HUrDOSC Was CO establish the provınce of Mexico the ounder of
the m1ss10ns ıIn the Philippines, whereas the honor really belongs
tOo the Castilian Province. VWhile mMust that Grijalva's
chronicle 15 false this poılnt, SINCE such decree by Jerome
Seripando exX1ısts, CAannot be Ure that Grijalva fabricated the
events of 1541 [t 15 Lrue that the CGieneral Cic TeVIEeW the sıtuatıon Iın
Mesxico and expressed Qorealt satisfaction at the SUCCESS of the work
there 22o) few CcCd later he showed himself willing LO consider
the separatıon of the provınce of Mexico trom Castile 226) During
his visıtation LO Spain and LO the other proviınces o the Augustinian
Urder, Seripando’s DUrDOosSe W as LO consolidate and reform the order,
an strengthen 1'118 central] authority after the TaVagecS o# Luthera-
n1ısm. Under the CIrCumstances he would ave avored the estabhb-
ıshment of independent provınce 1ın New Spain, thus placıng
the exican triars directly under hlS OW authority. his INa
ave ecen the understanding of the mı1ssı0narıes who brought the
talse report LO Mexico In 1543 If Grijalva claims, official
word reached the friars ın the New World they were NawWalIle of
the GCHCT&FS letter sent, NnOoTt from the chapter at Duenas, but
from Pamplona, directing that the office of vicar-provincial should
be exercised before, until the Spanish provincial should aIrlTalse
otherwise 227).

224) SANTIAGO VELA, V11, notfe l, of hıs introduction LO the already mentioned
rönica of Eisteban Garcia. Vela bases his ecrıticısm the corrections of the
(‚ rönica made by Jose Sicardo and contained ın thıs SaIne edition by Santiago
Vela Ct OUT Introduction tor the relationship between (jarcia and Sicardo

Previous editing the above work, Santiago Vela hiımself ha: followed the
aCcCCount gı1ven by Grijalva. For example, ct BIA, I, 125

225) 19, tol 02y Duenas, Nov | 1541
226) 21. fols 74-174v SDeripando the Spanish provinclal. Trent., May 28,

1246 Seripando saıd he ha' instructed Juan de San Romän and Jorge de Avila
that the business of making separate provınce 1n Mexico would have be
ken at the exXT genera|l chapter.

T here 15 record of Mexican representatıon the genera| chapter of 1547
( Analecta Augustiniana, 14] and 299

227) | tol 102 W Pamplona, Nov 275 1541 Seripando wrote that the
vicar-provinclal ( nOstira auctorıtate confirmatus, 19880 PIO tunc, officium
SUUuUIn EXercerel; donec Ven Provinciali Hispaniae aliter disponere vısum esse ) .

In thiıs SaIne letter Seripando instructed the friars 1n New Spain to hold
their chapters at the SAa111e time those of Spain The CX chapter Ycar ın
Mexico, however, 18 NOL the SaImnle that of Castile ; perhaps this 18 indication
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The alleged TCaAason for Grijalva's supposed fabricatıon., namely,
establish the exican provınce ounder of the Philippine mM1S-

S1ONS, 15 NOT CONViıncıng. TIhe first successful expedition to the Phi
lippine slands does nNnOt CCr untiıl! 1564 By that time t+he frıars
In Mexico had much better ase ftor considering themselves 1N-
dependent from Castile there Wa  CN eed LO refer the events
of 1541 228). There 15, however, ON pomt which Grijalva (L

be certainly censured. He wrote his chronicle nearly o)el hundred
ca after the events described above, but al time (1 he
indicate that the report of Seripando s decree of separatıon W as

false. [t 15 nNnOL possible that the frıars of New Spain could ave
long remaıined ın iıgnorance of the facts 229)'

TIhe attitude assumed by Grijalva and certaın other Augusti-
n]ıans ıIn Mexico W as that, after 1541 anı interference by the Spanish
provinclals wWas unauthorized. Their attitude W a justified ın far

the Augustinian generals made severa|] eftorts ıIn the ext fifty
VCalr LO create independent province In New Spaiın, efftorts that
were cancelle. Out by Philip We l a(0)1 Lr y follow the COIl-

fusing ramifications of the struggle here, eXcept LO pomlnt OUuL oIne

of the highlights and mention the part played by Alonso de Ia
Vera Cruz

Ihe subsequent difficulties revolved around [WO things, namely,
the efforts made by certaın triars In Mexico LO induce the Spanish
super10rs LO send INOTEe recrulnts LO the exican M1sSsS10NsS, anı the
question of the right of the provincial of Castile LO send visıtators
LO inspect and supervise affairs ıIn Mexico. In all these atters the
Chlef of the Spanısh provincıal W as Juan de San Komän,
the SsSa_mne frıar wh had een elected maJor superl10r 15 New Spain
ın 1545, around the tiıme that these disputes began. He W as INa

of the fact that this letter NC VEeT eached ıts destination. TIhe chapter 1ın
Spaıin wWweie 1540, 541 and 545 In Mexico they WEEIC 1540, 1543 and 1545

228) Ihe genera|l chapter held at Milan 1ı 1564 empowered the General,
Christopher of Padua, separate the provınce of Mexico trom Castile. (}
A nalecta Augustiniana, 428 TIhe decree of separatıon, formulated 1n February
of the following yCal, Wa later withdrawn the intervention of Philip C

30, tol 24, 44,-45
229) 1 here 1S, tor example, C] ear indication of the status of the exican

18S10N 1n the 1551 edition of the Augustinian Constitutiones prepared by Seri-
pando and published 1n Rome Fol Iı has 1st of the Drovınces and
contaıns the following : Provincia Hispaniae, Cu) adiuncta SUnNntT monaster]1a apud

Indias extructa
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whose determination matched his grea CNCIBY, ON wh allowed
obstacle to impede what he felt w as right and NECESSATV, GV e

when the obstacle W as the lawtful authority of his superl1o0rs 1n
S5Spain. Juan de San Romän had COINE LO the New World with
the Arst band of Augustinian mı1ıssl1onarles 1ın 1533 230)_ Hıs Namne 15
revered iın ll the exican chronicles the ounder of the mı1ssıon
ıIn Michoacän, and hıs MEMOTYV 15 held ın the highest esteem 231)
He ose quickly to the Oost of leadership, fOl‘, early 1535
when Francisco de la Cruz returned LO Spaın seek INOTIC recruits,
Juan de San Romän Was chosen LO 411 the office of vicar-provincial.
Wi;th the return of Francisco In the following YCal, Juan became
master of nOovıces ıIn San Agustin ın Mexico 232) He had therefore,
the responsibility of traınıng Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz wh had Just
then entered the Augustinian Order TOM thiıs first contact,
ell from subsequent events, Juan de San Romän had high
regard for Fray Alonso.

When the triars decided LO push their m1ss1ons nto the terr1ı-
LOrYy of Michoacän 1n 1537 1t Wa  N Fray Juan wh W as selected LO
tound the rst house at Tiripetio along with Diego de Chavez.
These z  ®] outstandıngz relig10us guilded the early Ca of that
famous foundation. Recognizing the CHEIZV and ability of Juan
de San Romän, the friars elected him LO the office of V1Car-pro-
vincıal ıIn 1543 TIhe following VYCar the disturbing NC WS aInle about
the New Laws governıng the holding of ın the Indies.
After conference of the civil an ecclesiastical officials, ıt W as

decided LO send LO Spain commıssıon made of the SUPer10rs
of the three mendicant orders. Accordingly, Juan de San Romän,
accompanıe by Jorge de Avila sent out fOI' Europe iın 1544
While 1ın Spain, he also occupied himself with Augustinian affairs,
doing his utmost LO recruıt INOTEe mi1ss]ıonaries an LO advance the
provınce of Mexico LO independent status In pursuing these
atters, Fray Juan invoked the 31C1 of the Augustinian general and
Spanish cıivil authorities LO MmMe an reluctance opposıtıon

the part of the Spanish provincial. On this Occasıon he
nıne Ca ın Spain, an few ca later he made second Journey
for the ame PUrpose.

280) x00d biographical sketch 18 tound 1 BIA, VilI 260-267
2!1) CE. for example, the eftusive phrases of Basalenque Cıt Y -

chap 0B Also L.SCOBAR, cıt., chaps X1IX-XX111.
2.32) HERRERA, Alphabetum Aug., 566
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Meanwhile there W as developing 1n Mexico CT1S1Ss which,
while ıt W as NnOt directly concerned with the atters AI ere
discussıng, became testing ground ın the struggle on the
several authorities claiming control OVerTr the m1ss10nNs. Word had
reached the Augustinlian genera|l ın Italy that certaın abuses existed
ın New S5Spain, particularly with regard tO the VO of DpOVerLYy for-
bidding the holding of personal DropertLy 238) The abuses wWerTre

being committed by [WO three renegade religious wh had de-
parted from the hıgh standard of conduct and ıdeals otherwise
observed by the friars ıIn Mesxico.

In order LO COrrect the misconduct, the genera|l looked about
tor sauitable PECTSONS wh might be sent visıtators LO investigate
these unhappy reports. AÄfter OIlNl€e confusion and delay he selected
the Spanish friar Pedro de errFeräa, commıssıonıng h1m V1Car-
general with authority LO use whatever discipline na be ECE6S-

Sary 234) SrFera; InNna an tervent religi0us, SEeTt OUtTL tor
the New World shortly atter hıs appoıntment 1ın 1562, Ailled with

zeal set everything ın order. And whom should he An In
the office of vicar-provincial, but Juan de San Romän, older
and IHOIE experienced a and OIl who had already shown COIN-

siderable independence ın his dealings with the Spanish Drovın-
cıal 235) conflict W as inevitable.

[t did nOot take long for Pedro de errera LO get at the heart
of the maLtter, for he began hlS visıtation at the principal monastery,
San Agustin 1n Mexico City, where the trouble-makers were living.
In his report wrıtten the amne yCal and sent, NOL LO the general,
but LO Philip he DaVeE full details of the sıtuatıon that confronted
h1m 236) He tound that the Prior, OIl ntonio de San Isidro, Was

the leader of small of rebellious and renegade religious,
an the I1la himself Was personally guilty of number of sSer10us
offenses both 1n relig10us an cıvil ife especlally through illegal
business deals Besides being Prior, ntonio de San Isidro was also
ON of the definitors of the vice-province, an errera charged that

288) 29, tol 164 Christopher of Padua the triars 1ın the Indies, March
561

284) 29, tols 201v-202 I rent, Jan 20, 1562 On Pedro de Herrera, ct
BIA, I,

985) He ha: been chosen fil] the VaCi eft by Agustin de Coruna, who,
ın 12562, went Spain ıth Alonso de la Vera Cruz.

s 6) Mexico 280
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he had gained his posıtion by bribery. But ıf 15 nolt hard LO sSc  D

how this unfortunate friar had attaıned hıgh posıtion. Although
lıttle ıntormation Ca be found about him, ftor the Augustinian
chroniclers ave understandably tried LO forget him ıt 15 known
that he W as INa of outstanding ability. He W as Doctor of
I’heology and enjoyed the honorary titles of Palatine Count and
Mrotonotary Apostolic he also held the office of Apostolic Preacher
because of his forensic ability 237) He Was probably also
of pleasing personality fOI' he had powerful riends.

At the VErY outset of the vısıtatiıon, ntonio de San Isidro
and 10381 of his accomplices, nton10 de los Neyes, also definitor.,
refused tOo recogniıze Pedro de errera 238) AÄAnd what W as e

the Vicar-Provincial himsellf, Juan de San Komän, would not

cognıze hım On the other hand, the other z  @] definitors, the
famous AÄAndräs de Urdaneta and Juan de San Sebastiän, accepted
the Visitator an WT happy to welcome him In spıte of the
Oopposıtion, Pedro de errera went right CO the GCO16 of the trouble ;
he deposed the Prior and had hım imprisoned. But Fray nton1io
did nOL SLaYy there long, tor he W as [0170)01 treed with the assıstance
of nNONE less than the Viceroy, 18298 0=> members of the Audiencia,
the Provisor of the Archbishop an the Vicar-Provincial. hen
with the eud of Dass from the Viceroy uUu1s de elasco, Fray
nton1ıo0 embarked for Spain Sayıng he W as g0oing LO present hıs
defense tOo the Kıng. Taking large s{ of on with hiım, he
disappeared an Wa  N NOL heard from agaın.

|t 185 not ditficult LO imagıne the scanda| caused by this unfor-
tunate incıdent, especially with INany public figures involved 1n
iıt AÄAnd 1n spıte of the weight of evidence agaıinst the renegade,
Juan de San Komän stubbornly continued LO OPPOSEC the Visitator
whom he looked uPDONM meddler and trouble-maker. The AA  V1S1-
tatıon WAas, 1n his CYCS, unlawful interference within his OW

held of jurisdiction. ven though Pedro de Herrera W as COommı1s-

28’:') HERRERA, Altphabetum Aug., l 51° and Historia de Salamanca, 400
Also RICARD, Un document inedit sSur les Augustins, In Ftudes et documents,

1 19-154, and CS 73.131 He quotes Sicardo (MS 4349, Archivo Nacional,
Madrid, tol 68) sSayıng of Antonio de San Isidro, C predicador Inu celebre
de yngen10 IMas 1VO de lo qUEC convenla estado ) ı M

3 8) TIhe only inftormation found about Antonio de los Reyes 18 that he W as

I1 the first ten Augustin]an stucdlents attend the University of Mexico 1ın
1553 (3E (CUEVAS, Historia de la Iglesia, IL, 2308
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sioned by the general, San Romän NECW vVerYy ell that he had
CO from Spain and really represented the King and the Spanish
provincial. The maJority of the friars, however., wWeTIe shocked by
the whole affair and DaVeE SUPPOFT LO Juan de San Romän. In
November of that VcCcar eleven of them wrote LO the King LO explaın
their position 239) They claimed LO speak for the maJor1ıty and
praised the Visitator W1Se and prudent Ihe trouble, they
salıd, W as the work of few MOST of whom had Hed LO avoıd
punishment for their offenses. One of their number, hıs identity 18
not g1ven, had SONE to Spain with etters of credit from PETSONS
1ın high places tOo attack the Visitator and LO attempt tOo ave the
exican provınce treed from Castile. In that CVEnNT, wrote the
eleven, they would prefer LO retiurn to Spain. The following January
another letter W as sent, this tiıme signed by thirty-three reli-
Z10US %} Writing the general, they spoke of the arm done
the good NaIimne of the Augustinians ın the tw ca that ntonio
de San Isıdro wWas Prior of San Agustin. Among the sıgners were

INanYy of the INOTEe promiınent friars of the exican miıssıions 241)'
Juan de San KRomaän, for his Dart, did nOot fajl LO make known

his opınıon. Already 1n October of 1562 he had wrıtten LO the
general 5a the whole trouble Wa  N due LO the independence of
the Visitator and calumnies made agaınst the character of San

239) ( p Mexico 280 Nov 26, 562 trom Mexico City
24.0) HERRERA, Alphabetum Aug., Jan 21 1563, trom Totolapa.
241) I!bid TIhe of the friars AT gıven tollows:
Jerönimo de San ksteban Alonso Corona
Juan Adriano Juan Perez
kisteban die Salazar Andres de (iuevara
Agustin Vanegas edro de San Jerönimo
Diego de Herrera Juan de San ebriän
Pedro de Medellin Pedro de Agurto
Baltasar de Sevilla Juan de Sevilla
Juan de la Pena Andres de Aguirre
Francisco de Villafuerte Diego Rengifo
Diego de San Martin Juan de la Magdalena
Diego Rodriguez de Vertavillo Juan Cather
Andreas de Urdaneta Alonso de Alvarado
ıcoläs de Witte Antonio de Roa
Francisco de Ja Magdalena Juan de Penaranda
Juan de arrıön Antonio de Aguilar
Alonso de San Martin Nicoläs de Perea
Juan de Tapia
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Isıdro 242) Another letter, LO the aIllec eftect, W as dispatched LO
the genera|l the following January by Juan Cruzat and Juan de
Iva 243)' JI hese are the only z  ®] religi0us ıIn v0ood standıng wh
AT known ave taken the pDart of San Romän at thiıs poıint.

Pedro de Herrera‚ 1n the meantıme, decided upON drastic
and took step tor which he W as LO be blamed GVn by

those inclined LO sympathize with hım In January, 15653 he de
clared Juan de San Romän deposed from office 244). And he went
SV urther. At the chapter held the following May he declared
San Romän ineligible hold an office whatever 1n the future 245) }
It W as extremely SE VEl penalty LO inflict upOoN ONn wh ha
worked hard right from the SIar of the miı1ss1ıons 1n the New
World San Komän W as ogreatly incensed and LWO days later,
Vlay 10, he penned his orlevances the general 246) He spoke
of the fact that he had served the Augustinian Order ell for
fiıfty ca  , for thirty of which he had abored 1ın barbarous and
In VIEeEW of the injJustices with which the Visitator had repald his
pDaıns, San Komän urged the general appoınt another Visitator
and withdraw Pedro de errera. He then suggested S1X
whom he thought worthy of the office ; the rst mentioned Was

Alonso de la Vera rUuZ, wh Wa  N at the tiıme ın Spain. [t 15 1N-
teresting oftfe that z  ®] of the other five, namely, Francisco de
Villafuerte and Juan Perez, WETE ONg the thirty-three wh. had
condemned nton10 de San Isıdro. Apparently, ıf San Romän’s faıth
ın them W as ell ounded, they did not along with the Visitator
ın the deposition of the Vicar-Provincial.

Ihe General, Christopher of Padua meanwhile, had een —-

cCelving reports from both ecclesiastical and civil PETISONS about the

242) RICARD, Un document sSur les Augustins, In FEtudes et? documents, |123.
131 HIS SOUTCE 18 the manuscrıpt of 1 omäs de Herrera, 8435, Biblioteca
Nacional, Madrid San Romän here puts the blame chiefly
FEsteban de Salazar. C the biography oft Salazar ın BIA, VII 45-56, where
Santiago Vela points Out that he W as somewhat strange personalıity. C Iso
ote ıIn 29, fol 226

4:) I!bid Agaın the SOUTCE 1S 8435, 1026 ‚@} lSO BIA, 1, 189 The
date 15 Jan Z2. 1563, ftrom Tlayacapan.

.'!44) I!bid hıs took place at the Junta of Totolapa. Ihe Jetter of the 35 religious
already mentioned W as rıtten at his time.

245) Ibid May 1563, at Pasayuca (or F.pazayuca).
246) HERRERA, Alphabetum Aug., I 455 GARC;  1A, Cit..
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urmo:il caused by Pedro de errera. Among those who WTIOoO uUrs-

ing hiım take the matter 1n hand W as the Viceroy Luis de Velasco
who had himselft helped LO OoINe of the trouble by iınter-
fering 1ın the Case of San Isıdro 247). TIhe General decided LO with-
TAaW Pedro de Herrera and appoınt IMS visıtator. Hıis choise
ell upOoN Diego de Salamanca, and he W as LO be accompanıed by
Miguel de Alvarado. Fray Diego had Just returned from the New
W orld, recalled LO Spaıin the business of the defense of the
privileges of religious. He had een present ın Mexico at the
meeting of January, 12565 when Juan de San Romän W as deposed.
Shortly after arrıvyıng 1n Spain, he sent report LO the general
trom Madrid, June 2 of that yYealr 248). He LOO complained of
the arm one by the Visitator and suggested that substitute
be sent He listed the of S1X friars wh would be qualified
tor the job Just ın the similar latter by San Romän, the rst
amne the list wWwWas Alonso de la Vera Cruz L.vidently, Fray
Alonso W as considered the prudent an Just kınd of INa who
w as needed ın the sıtuatiıon, 1ın the opınıon of the the spot
Ihe General, however, actıng the advice of the Fathers present
for the Councıil of Irent, decided send Fray Diego himself 249).

The General’s decision met with steadftast opposıtion ftrom the
civil and religious authorities of Spain wh avored Fray Pedro
de errera. Christopher of Padua addressed strongly-worded
letter to the Spanish provincial, and EWO other etters LO the Councıil

47) 29, fols 259-259v ÖOne of the etters o# Velasco Ca be SCCI1IN ın
CUEVAS, Documentos ıne  ditos, Z 776 It 1S trom Mexico Ciy. Jan 20, 1564
Introducing himself the Viceroy ( ası lo temporal COIILLO 19 espiritual » y

he reported that the good work of the Augustinlans W as being destroyed by
Pedro de Herrera who C nNOL understand the sıtuation there By following his
OW opınıons h16 ha: caused V damage. For the zood of all, he urged the
General recal|l the Visitator and take the Province of Mexico under his direct
obedience.

T‘he other 51cle 18 s CT ıIn letter ot Pedro de errera LO Philip 11, Aprıil D,
1563. trom Mexı1ico City It 18 found 1ın I} Mexico 280 e begged the King

command the Viceroy and Audiencia StOpD Oopposing 1 and gy1ve hım the
help he neecled to accomplish hiıs task, especially by withdrawing their upport
from Juan de San Romaän.

248) RICARD, Un document su les Augustins, 1ın Ftudes el documents, 5B
ID3T, Fray Diego ha: SON«C Mexico ın 547

Ihe letter 18 be SCCN 1ın part ın HERRERA, Alphabetum Ausg., E 455 Ct
1so (GARCIA, cıt., chap

249) Dd tols 259-259vy JIrent, Sept 20, 565
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of the Indies and the king, requesting approval tor Diego de Sala-
anca and Miguel de Alvarado 250) But events still did not work
Out accordıng tOo hıs wishes, and 1 March, 1564 find : the
General sending urgen mandate 9) the appoıntees, commanding
t+hem ın virtue of the VO OT1 obedience and under threat of
communıcatıon LO accept their office withıin three days and set Out

immediately without fturther delay XCUSC of an kınd 251). TIhe
amne letter commanded the super10rs ın Spain nOot tO place an
obstacles 1n the WaYy an LO recall an other visıtators wh MaYy
ave een sent LO Mesxico.

At last the wishes of the Father General were carrıed Out
when later that VeCar Diego de Salamanca and hıs Companıons
arrıved ın Mexico and set about undoing the mistakes of Pedro
de ierrera. Juan de San Romän W as restored LO posıtıon of
honor and at the ext chapter, 1n 1566 he W as chosen rst de-
Ainitor. Further recognıtion W as gıven LO hım by the subsequent
chapter, 1269 when his confreres elected h1m Vicar-Provincial LO
SSUmME agaın the posıtıion of leadership he had held before 252).
With good order restored ONCcCE INOIC and the unworthy religious
removed from the GENT; He per10d of a  (>- ancl prosperıty
began for the Augustinian mıss10ons 1n Mexico. TIhe period of
dissension W as ended ; the tormer and expansıon began
anec W Juan de San Romän continued LO en]oy the honor and
esteem of his confreres until his death 1n 1581. the DU of
January 253).

250) Ibid Miguel de Figueroa Alvarado. Also called Mıguel de San Agustin.
Born at Badajoz, he W as the brother of Alonso de Badajoz, and wWas professed
1n Mex1ico 1n 1540 (2* RICARD, Un document Su les Augustins, 1n Etudes et
documents, 35-151:;

251) 29, tols 280v-281 Rome, March | 1564 An this ıIn spıte of the
tact that Fray Diego 18 supposed ave accepted the office Jan 23 1564
Ct BIA, VE 38, note D taken trom the extiracts of the Regesta Generalium by
lomäs de Herrera, 1025 S 8435, Biblioteca Nacional, Madrid) his letter
1Ss NOTt LO be tound ın the Regesta.

252) GARCIA, GCit.
258) BIA, VII 264 Ct note where Santiago Vela cıtes the already-

mentioned EeXiIracts trom the Regesta Generalium by errera. Oct 28, 1570, the
General CONNTM E San Romän Provincial. Nov 6, 1576, he appointed San
Romän president otf the chapter. These notfes Cannot be confirmed because the
books of the Regesta or those AI not extant { here 18, however, VerYy
CUr10U8 ote ın 3 E} tol 306v, March S: 15/3. where the Gieneral reprimands
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In the final analysis, what 15 OI to think of the affair be
LWeEenN Juan de San Romän and Pedro de Herrera The exican
chroniclers AI& clearly an unquestionably the sıde of Juan de
San Romän, and ıf they mention the incıdent at all full blame
18 placed the Impetuosity an bad judement of Pedro de Her-
ecra The Spanish writers, the other hand defend the authority
an Justice of the Visitator Herrera, but they LOO Are inclined LO
CEMNSUTE his ack of prudence 3} In the light of the evidence PIe-
sented, 1t must be saıd that neither W as without fault Doubtless
Pedro de errera acted rightly 1n proceeding torcefully agaınst the
renegades, but he should not aVe sed the amne rough treatmen
agaınst the Vicar-Provincial. San Romaän, the other hand had
all along shown spiırıt of eXCcessive independence and ıt aPPDEears
he wWas willing in thıs instance LO sacrıfıce Justice 1n order maın-
taın his authority. [£ both 88371 had een less stubborn, the dis-
sension an scandal might ave een avoıded. But INOTE iImportant
than thiıs clash of personalities 18 the conflict of the authorities
behind the SCCHNES {£ the affair had een nothing INnOre than
personal difference, ıt would nOot be worth recording at all, but
behind this particular incıdent there W as the interplay of three
forces, the Augustinian General, Philip I1 and the Provincial of
Castile an Andalusia. We ave CCn that a ]] three ave played their
part and, 1n fact, after the trouble Was cleared an forgotten,
the struggle of the three forces W as st11] going

Throughout the remaınder of the sixteenth cCentury the conflict
OVeTr Jurisdiction contimued with the Augustinian general gradually
strengthening hıs posıtıon ın spıte of resistance from the royal Coun-
cıl of the Indies. The legal conflict wWas at last concluded 1n 15972

an « Joannem de Romano » tor hıs ‚etters K D  099l modestas » ın which he
crıtiıcızed the eneral before the Spanish Provincial. TIhe NaTne 15 NOT quiıte the
Same, but ıt would aPDPCAT LO be Juan de San Romän, because the General reters

hım « olim Indiae Provincialem » , and there 1S other provincial of
similar

254) RICARD, Un document sSsu les Augustins, 1n Ftudes et Documents, 123.
131 Cf 125 oftfe 10, where he Z1VEeS the opınlon of Sicardo, 4349 of
the Archivo Nacional, Madrid, tol 6/7v S5icardo, wh. Was SCVETE erıtic of the
Mexican chroniclers, Sa YyS that Pedro de errera fulfilled hıs 188S10N %C I11O0O CO
A azlerto que e| Provincial de Castilla esperaba

Ricard ın this article, Zz1lves the first complete Tevlew of this incident that
has Ver been wrıtten, but he d}i: n ot have the advantage of the materials providedby the serljes, the Regesta F Generalium.
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through the intervention of the oly SS but before that settle-
ment W as realized, H© and interesting phase developed, OIl

that concerned Alonso de la Vera Cruz TIhe He development
ollowed shortly atter the tormatıon of plans tor complete p -
+riarchate aTt the royal COUrt 1ın 1568 At the beginnıng of this chapter

ave mentioned that those plans called f01‘ the establishing of
cCommıssary general, with delegation from the POPRDC, LO handle

the aftairs of each of the religi0ous orders ın the New World Vera
(Cruz W as, at that tıme, 1ın Spaıin directing important negotlatıons
ın which he CaHile nto contact with Philip perhaps EVEIN DCI-
sonally. The King decided that Fray Alonso would be the LO

A1] the office of Commissary General fOI' the Augustinlans at the
royal COUTFrFtT. Philip wrote, therefore., LO the General IThaddeus ot
Perugla, 1ın 1571 explain his plans 255) Sayıng that he wished
LO reorganıze the miıssıon seti-up for the better admınıstration of
the orders and the x0o0d of the evangelization of the New World
he requested that the General appoınt procurator an cCommıssary
general reside al the COurt with full DOWETIS LO handle ll affairs.
He asked the General appoınt Alonso de la Vera Cruz, then
Prior of San Felipe eal in Madrıid, because of his learning,
capacıty, goodnes and reputatıon A and because of hıs long C

perıence ın the m1ss10ns. TIhe Kıng dispatched ıdentical letter
the amne day to the provınciıal of Castile 256)‘

TIhe TECasoNs why these plans WeIC not acceptable to either the
POPDC the generals ave already een mentioned earlier ın thıs
chapter. 1 here 1S record of the Augustinian General’s NsweTlr

the Kıng, but there 18 doubt that he responded 1n the
gatıve. He wrote 1N 1575 to the Prior of Madrid (no longer Vera
Cruz wh had already returned LO Mexico) an saıd that having

procurator general at the COourt W as agreeable ım, but he
would W .6 gran commıssary 257) T here had always een DIO-
curator 1ın Spain LO INaNnage the aftaıirs of the M1SS10NS, but COIN-

mM1SSary would ave een something difterent. He would ave had
POWECIS equivalent LO those of the general himself an would have,
ın eftect, replaced the general. TIThaddeus of DPerugia sa1d he had

255) Oect 27 571 Inditerente general, Leg 2869, Vol L tol
The text has been published 1ın BOLANO ISLA, cıt., 135-137

256) [bid., fo! 2347
257) 36, tol Rome, Jan 3, 1575
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also wrıtten LO the Counciıl of the Indies, refusing the appoıntment
of COmMISssary, and had asked that INMOVC be made 1ın that
direction without consulting hım What Was Fray lonso s reactıon
LO this proposal } He Wäa:  N under special LO accept the
office, ıf 1t 15 true, Basalenque SAaVS, that he W as the CO]'IfCSSOI'
LO Juan de Ovando, for the latter W as OIl of the architects of thıs
plan and President of the Councıil of the Indies 25 8) He must ave
tried hard LO persuade Vera Cl‘ uz LO accede to the proposal. Grijalva
relates that both the Kıing and (Q)vando sought LO persuade Fray
Alonso LO become cCommıssary general al the Court, with iımme-
diate Jurisdiction from the Pope OV- O6 ll the Augustinian provınces
ın merica and the Philippines, and with salary of 600 gold du.
cats yCarl 259) But Vera Cruz turned 1t OWN because he wanted
LO return LO hlS work 1ın the mM1sSsS10NS. Eguiara, 1 his aCccount, SaVyYS
Alonso refused because he believed the office W as nOot NECESSATY 260)_
It 15 possible that he Sa VCLY ell that such plan would SCVOI-

tually undermine the whole organızatıon of the Augustinian Order
ın the Spanish Ermpire. |+ 15 much LO the credit of Vera Cruz +hat
he refused thiıs offer x he not only displayed humility and selfless
spirıt 1ın turnıng OoOWN what would ave een pOost of grea honor
with good salary, but he also showed sound judgment because
hıs refusal doubtless saved the general from much trouble and
barrassment 261)

Negotiations which finally resulted ıIn the legal separatıon of
the provınce of Mexico trom _that of Castile wWeIC begun in 1588

258) BASALENQUE, cıt., l. chap. >O  V1l1, 187
Juan de Ovando became President In 572: before that he had been roya|l

visıtator of the Council o# the Indies.
259) GRIJALVA, cıt., Edad 111, chap. XXWVI11.
260) GUIJARA E.GUREN, cıt., paragraph 1571
261) Ihe only record know of which indicates the mind of an of the

friars 1n Mexico about the otfice of comm11ssary gyenera| 185 letter by Pedro Suarez
de Escobar (de Medellin) the Kıing, Oect 8, 581 b Mexico 285) He
W as then Provincial and he TEeECOMMENde commıssary at COUT ıth ((( authority
of Hıis Holiness and of OUT!T General ) ı He suggested Pedro de Rojas for the job
We cannot tell to hat extent he MaYy have been expressing the opınıon of the
religious In Mex1i1co, but 81 doubt there WEIC advantages LO having comm1ssary
1n Spaın wh C0u1d handle a afftairs directly, and therefore, Man y of the friars
probably avored the ıdea

On Pedro de Rojas, ct BIA, VE 655-660
Om Suarez de Escobar, cf Ppra, chap. z  I; note
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by the General, Gregorio Petrocchini., while vıisıtatıon
Spain 4 Wiith the urging and help of Mexican-born Augusti-
nı]ıan, AÄgustin de Carvajal; the General decided that the time had
COI tO orant LO the provınces In merica the full status specified
1n the Augustinian Constitutions 263) Aftter the completion of these
preliminary steps, there remained only the securıng of the approval
of the ext general chapter scheduled the held four later
aT Rome Under the ate of Vlay Z 1592 there 15 published ın
the Regesta Generalium the decision of the Fathers of the
general chapter 264) They confirmed all that wWas one by Gregorio
Petrocchini In 1588 an declared the provınce of Mexico S  rate
and independent from that of Castile. The provincial of Castile
W ä  N thereafter torbidden LO intertere in al WaYyY with the aforesaıid
provınce.

In order LO make this decree inviolable, an perhaps foreseeing
the trouble LO COINC, the general applied LO Pope Clement ı88
f01‘ his approval. Ihe supplication submitted LO the Holy See 15
wrıtten 1ın LW languages. TIhe first Dart ın talian recounted how
Agustin de Carvajal had advocated the INOVE made by Gregorio
Petrocchini and the separatıon decreed by the general chapter of
1592 Carvajal requested confirmation of thıs actıon by the Pope
The second Dart 15 wrıtten In Latin and signed by Andreas Gene-
ralis ), TIhe General seconded the request tor confirmation an saıd
that the Fathers In Mexico were worthy of this favor 265) 2 Pope
Clement I1 accordingly, DSaAaVC his approval LO the General V1ıva
VOCe®e ) , and then issued Brief confirming the separatıon of Mexico
from Castile 266). It W as ziven at Rome, July Z 1592 267). AÄAgustin
de Carvajal immediately conveyed CODYV of the brief to Mexico,
wh1]e the General wrolte the friars there August ] LO notify
them that the separatıon had taken place by the ananımous de-

262) 46, fols 4.5v Also, Archive of Spanish Ei’mbassy the Holy See,
Leg 35. fo

268) On Agustin de Carvajal, c$ NOTLEe 24 of the Introduction. He 18
controversja|l figure whose posıtıon wl be taken ın later study

264) 48, to 196 T he decree of separatıon regarding Peru wWwWas 1so issuec
thiıs time. Cft 49, tols 37v-40 Rome, Sept 13. 1992

265) Vatican, Archivium Brevium, Vol 193, fo 174 The Augustinian General
at thıs time Wäas Andrea Fivizzanı.

266) 0, tol |
267) Vatican, Archivium Brevium, Vo 193, ftols 7/3-173v and 175
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cisıon of the Fathers of the general chapter 268) He attributed t+he
SUCCCSsS>S of the work to Agustin de Carva)yal and displayed his
pleasure by awarding Carva)al the title of Doctor of Sacred
Theology.

Tom this poılnt orward, therefore, the Provinve of Mexico
W as legally an definitively independent, and subject only LO the
Father General ın Rome. Although the struggle for jurisdiction W as

t+hus legally at end, there st 111 continued LO be OINC Ser10us
litigation 1ın the subsequent Ca But, unlike the decree of 1564
thıs OIl of 1592 W as A0 w withdrawn ) the General remaıined Airm
agaınst both the Kıing and the Spanish provincial. AÄnd SiInCce t+he
oly See ha given ıts approval, there Wa  N question but +hat
the decree woulcd stand despite the opposıtıon. ıthout Zoing ınto
the subsequent history 1ın detail, will mention that the 01]9)  —_
sıtıon of the Kıng W as based the fact that the decree of SCDATIA-
tion and the Br1ef confirming 1t WOCI e not approved by the Council
of the Indies. Fincouraged by this support from the ZzovernmentT,
the Spanish provincials continued to claım the right LO the title and
jurisdiction of vicar-general OVeLr the AÄmerican provınces, but hey
eventually capiıtulated under the imposıtıon of CENSUTE by the
general an from the Holy See 269) his whole problem

268) BIA, IL, 125 Santiago Vela SdyS here that the Brief wWwWas obtained by
Agustin de Carvajal, but have SCCH that the General himself petitioned the
Pope, although 1t W äas Carvajal who urged t+he General do

C# Iso the account gyıven by (GARCI1A, CH anıd the note

lb V SICARDO, ote Sicardo trıes defend the subsequent opposıtıon of
the Provincials of Castile. He Jso attrıbutes the obtaining o# the Brief Carvajyal.
Sicardo feel that Carvajal assumed the office that should have belonged

the Procurator at the COUFT of Philip {l. Cristöbal de la Fuente, and he pomnts
OUtT that Grijalva, 1n speaking of the Brief, attriıbutes 1t Cristöbal But the only
Just complaint that Ca be made agaınst Carvajal 15 that hıe sent CODY of the
Brief Mex1ico wıthout Z01INg through the Council of the Indies. hat perhaps
15 the 1CasOQOlIl why Grijalva mentioned Cristöbal de la Fuente, make ıt aPpPPp Car
+hat +he Brief ha been SCNT through PTODPDECI channels. The original decree of
12588, however, ha been submitted the Council.

TIhe letter of the General Ca be CCn ı1n tols 33.33vV The Genera|]l
Iso sent notice Philip 1, Aug 26, 592 C 49, fo

259) Ihe SOUTCECES for the history of the subsequent aAaIc ollows : Royal
order issued at Burgos, Sept 14, 1592, suspending the CTSs of the general chapter
sent Mexico by Agustin de Carvajal, until they be approved by the Council
of t+he Indies. C GARCIiA, Cit., 40U, note

Letter of Cardinal Pietro Aldobrandini Camillo Caetano, Papal Nuncıo
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Aaro° out of the peculiar setup ın the Spanish Empire. The King
o# Spain, by recason of the privileges granted by the Holy See
enjoyed extensıve supervısıon OVEeTr both the materijal and spiritual
aspects of the m1sSs10ns. {Ihe efftorts of the central] authority of the
Augustinian Order LO exercıise ıts rightfull Jurisdiction and control
Wr regarded outside interference, an the Spanish provincıial
Wa  N encouraged LO maıntaın his authority ın order LO keep the
miı1ss]10ns completely within the control of the Empire. ithout the
interterence of the royal (B}  c  , doubt this lengthy struggle
could ave ecen avoıded and earlier settlement reached.

Vera Cruz Major Superior.

In the light of the foregoing study, ıt 18 clear t+hat before 1592
the maJor super10rs In Mexico enjoyed only the title of Vicar-pro-
vincıial. T here W as always ome infÄuence maiıntained by the DIO-
vincıial of Castile, an: the authority of the exican superl10rs wWas

usually imiıted by the of visıtator LO whom they wWelIte

subject. Vera Cruz, therefore, CVENn ın his ast term of office,
late 1575 dli. nOotLt en]oy the full authority of provincilal. But,
although the legal basis W as lacking, Ccircumstances wer€e such that,
1n effect, the maJor superlor exercised the office of provincıal, sınce
ıt W as impossible tor the Spanish superlors LO maıntaın immediate
contro] OVerTr the distant mi1ss1o0ons.

In the chapter of 1543 which has already een mentioned ın
connection with the supposed decree of separatıon by Seripando,
Alonso de la Vera Cruz wa  CN chosen on of the tour definitors.

Spain, Rome, Fe | 594 Sent the equest of the General, thıs letter
threatens deposition of the Spanish Provincial f he continues employ the title
o Vicar-General. C Vatican Library, Bib Barberini, Reg Lat 2835 art I1

20-2]
50, tol Letter of the Genera|l the Spanish Provincial Gabriel de

Goldäraz, Aug 1995 Censures of eXxcommunıcation and deposition WEeIEC evoked
agaılnst Goldäraz. C fols 121v-122, 129, 34-134v 141

1 wo Jletters of the General rıtten 1n 1605 the Spanish Provincial Ferdinando
de Orozco, commandıngz hım under threat oft immediate eXxcommunıcatıon
desist from eXEICISINZ the office of vicar-general. C GARCIA, cıl., 41-43
TI'here 18 11O0O volume ın the Regesta Generalium f0!' this YCAaT.

Ct also the notices In 49, fols 82v, 83 105 ; to. 18, etc
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The Vicar-Provincial Juan de San Romaän, wh w as member of
the Oommıssıon sent LO the Eimperor about the Controversy of the
New aws, had leave hıs office the Vear after hıs election. TIhe
Ina chosen to Al Out hIS unexpired term W as Fray Alonso, wh
had een professed In the Augustinian Order only eVEI

previously 270). He enjoyed the esteem of his confreres because of
the excellent work he had already one Master of novıces,
educator at Tiripetio, and vicar-general of the diocese of Mi-
choacän 271). Vera Cruz held the office of maJor super10r tor only
ONM VCar because the ext chapter met ın 1545 and Juan Fistacıo
became the 1915 Vicar-Provincial 272)_

At the following chapter three ca later, recognıtion W as

agaın gıven to Fray Alonso when he W as elected to OFrVO his
rst Full term Vicar-Provincial, 1548 LO 1551 273). TIhe Vice-pro-
vince W as then In MOvement of rapıd expansıon and Vera Cruz
aV urther impetus LO +hat growth, founding number of LNOMNA-

sterıes, ÖoINe of them provıng LO be on the est foundations
of the Augustinians. The maJorıty of hıs foundations were made
In Michoacän, the district that he NC W and loved best, and where
his friend the outstanding Vasco de Quiroga, W as Bishop 274 In
1550 he established the well-known monastery of Cuitzeo, about
130 miles northwest of Mexico City, 0593% of the grandest An: est-
preserved Augustinian monasterıes In Mexico today 275) In that
amne yYCal VECIYy large and strongly-built monastery W as begun
at Yuririapündaro Y urirıa), about thirteen miles north of Cuitzeo,

the shores of Lake Yuririla 276) his massıve structure, being
what wWas then the trontier, has almost the DPCAaTaNnclce of

large fortress. smaller house urther out the frontier to the
west W as ounded at Guango. At this amine tiıme Vera Cruz also

270) RIJALVA, Cit.. dad chap. 1l, 67
211) Supra, chap. 111

212) GRIJALVA, cıt., dad L chap. ‚ The chapter was J'1elä 1ın 545 1n
order $a)]] ıIn wiıth the chapter In Castile.

273) GRIJALVA, cıt., dad chap. y F In dad I, chap. M £6. Grijalva
mistakenly wWwWTOLE 549 t+he yCal of the chapter.

214) BASALENQUE, cıt., @ chap. AT  V111, 184
275) T'he aCcCount of thiıs and the other monasteriles tollow 1s found ın

RIJALVA, cıt., dad chap.
276) Photos of this assıve building and handsome church Ca be sececmn In

E,SCOBAR, Ci.; chap. x}

gg:zrl gin!e‚__g‘;?udzhandlung
MÜUNCHEN LUDWIGSTRASSE
(gegenüber der Univers Herzogl.Georgianum)
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began monastery at Santiago Cupändaro to the south ın Tierras
Calientes where he had received hıs ınıtıatıon m1sslonary.
Afth foundation Was made at Charo, coo| Aan: healthful SDOL
little LO the south of Lake Cuitzeo, and veErY flourishing mı1ss1on.
AÄAbout S1X miles LO the southwest of Charo W as the cCıty of Guayan-
areco alladolid (now known Morelia), later the diocesan
s°cat of Michoacän. Here Fray Alonso built VerYy large monastery
to accommodate {riars, an LO ESCIV the center of
operatıons ftor the mı1ssıons ıIn Michoacän 277) hiıs foundation 18
sti1] today the central house of that provınce.

Rut Vera Cruz did not neglect the other reg1ons 1ın which the
Augustinians weIe also working. To the north of Mexico City, ın
the aAafrca of the Otomi ndians, he established moNnastery at Acto-
Pan, Dopulous place high altitude. Grijalva adds inte-
resting topographical notfe where he SaVYS that there W as lıttle ate
LO be had at Actopan, but Dlentiful! supply of aguamiel, the
untermented Juice of exican aloes 278)' Somewhat urther LO the
north and about fiıfty-nine miles from Mexico City, he ounded
magnıfıcent church and monastery at Ixmiquilpan, fine location
ın rich fields ırrıgated by rıver, and yıelding vood harvest o#
wheat and frunt.

Most of the foundations mentioned ere wWelIe ocated ıIn INOTE

ess ıdeal places where there W as gyuarantee of stable income
and CONsequen continulty ıIn the work of the mi1isslıonarıes. But
that Wa  N nOot the only objective that Alonso de la Vera Cruz had
ın VIeW ; he Al not forget neglect the DOOTET Indians, an
those living 1ın remoter an less favorable Ca The monastery
established by him ıIn Tierras Calientes has already een INEeN-

tioned. Another ditficult spot where he established mıssion wWas

Ailıitla, lonely frontier polnt far to the north the border of
the and of the Chichimecas. These latter WeTIe hostile and
belligerent trıbe wh constituted CONSLAN INEHNHAGE LO the M1sS8S10NsS,
and, In fact, OMNGce destroyed the house al X ılitla In the opposıte
direction, about torty-five miles south of Mexico City, Vera Cruz
built mı1ıssıon at Chiantla, dry and sterile place ıIn VeEry hot
climate. Grijalva adds that ıt aftorded opportunıty for strictly

271) Photos of Morelia, [bid., chap. XXI1l.
278) Aguamiel honey-water. &3 RIJALVA, cıt., F.dad {1, chap. > @
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unselfish and charitable work the POOT ndians of that
region 279).

It mMa ecem that this W as amazıngly large number of
monasterıes LO build in the short period of three CAars, but the
plan tollowed by Vera Cruz Wäi.  77} that which had already een
established the NOIIN In the Spanish mi1ss1ons. The iıdea W as

LO establish strong miıssıon center ın omMme tavorable SpOL and
then work OQOut from there 1ın the evangelization of the surrounding
regıion. It must be remembered that there Was CONnsian and
rapıd influx of religio0us from Spain and from the exican popula-
tion ell this large number of recruıts made such expansıon
possible. TIhe SUCCESS of lonso’s Program 15 Ccen 1ın the chronicle
of kiscobar, who wrıtiıng about ON hundred and seventy-five ca
later, SaysS that trom the fundations made by Vera Cruz 1n Michoa
can eıght INOTS monasterıes later SPIransg 280).

The question of the financing of this g]ant building PDIOSTIAaIN
311 be taken ın the ext chapter, but ıt Ca be mentioned
ere that while MOSsST of the labor W as contributed by the ndians,
and subsıdies WOIOC obtained from the Crown, ıf W as NOL always
CaSVy sailineg tor the miıssionaries. Appeals had tO be made COIN-

stantly LO the gzovernmen for urther assıstance. Alonso de la Vera
Cruz, shortly atter becoming Vicar-Provincial In 1548 wrote LO
Philip LO speak of debts owed tOo the Augustinians by the recently-
deceased Bishop /umärraga 281)‘ He explained that Juan de /umär-
raga, truly grea Bishop, had Zıven much LO charities that
after hIS death 1t Was NnOL possible tO liquidate hlS debts Vera Cruz
requested Sul from the King LO make for the amount owed
LO the Augustinian Order

Another contact that Fray Alonso had with the royal gOoVErNN-
ment at thıs time concerned the appoıntment of NnNne VICeroy.
Hearing of the proposed retirement of the Viceroy ntonio de
endoza, Vera Cruz ın 1549 tO Prince Maximiliap LO suggest

279) I!bid Ihe distances of these VAarlıous foundations trom Mexico ıty Ar

based +*+he estimates o# Grijalva gyıven 1n leagues. league equals miles.
280) FE,SCOBAR, CIl chap. XXVII1, 323
281) Mexico City, July 30, 548 I Mexico 280 his letter CCa Iso

be found 1n CUEVAS, Historia de la Iglesia, [, 21
Juan de Zumärraga W as Franciscan and first Bishop of Mex1ico 1ty
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that AÄAntonio s sSo Francisco be appointed UCCESSO to his ather 282)
He mentioned that Francisco ha sufficient agı an: talent, and
G voen ca experlıence under hıs father, plus understanding and
sympathy for the COUNLry and ıts people. lonso's motive for wrIıt-
ing W as hıs fear that the rumored appoıntee W as not on wh
understood the sıtuatıon ın Mexico. His advice W as not taken,
however, f01‘ the ext Viceroy W as uUu1l1s de Velaso. We do not
NOW $ thıs W as the appoıntment that Vera Cruz objected LO,
but the fact 15 that Velasco proved LO be excellent anc1 benign
ruler, and Wa  n later gyıven the title of Father of the ndijans .

When the 1915 Viceroy W as sent to Mexico, ntonı10 de Men-
O7a W as transterred LO eru LO be Viceroy there. Atr the amne

time the provincıal of Castile wrote LO Alonso de la Vera Cruz
to Sa Yy that he Wa  N sending of twelve friars LO sS{Lia
mıssıon 1n eru 283) ; On the ac_lvice of the E,mperor and the Councıil
of the Indies, the provincıal sought four friars from Mexico LO
assıst the ne miıissiıonarlıes ın Peru, but knowing the rea eed
for INe ın Mexico, he old Vera Cruz send at least [WO He
preferred that Jerönimo de San Ekisteban head the mM1SsS10N, but ıf
he Was nOot available, then Juan Fstacio. Accordingly, Vera Cruz
sent z  ®] friars from Mesxico : Juan Eistacıo0 W as appointed COIN-

fessor LO ntonio de Mendoza, and he W as accompanied by Juan
de la Magdalena trom Tiripetio. They arrıved ın eru Sept 12
554 284) . Fray Alonso, therefore, Wa  CN at least indirectly responsible
for startıng the Augustinian m1ss10ns in Peru., from which the later
m1ss1o0ns 1ın South merica wWeTre LO Qr 0W

At the en of his term Vicar-Provincial, Alonso became
absorbed In the work of organızıng the University of Mexico and
fulfilling the duties of professor. But S1X ca later, 1ın 1557 he

282) (Oct K 549 Cartas de Indias (Madrid, 877 88-89
Antonio de Mendoza was Viceroy trom 535 550 He W as transferred

Peru and died ten months later, Y
Uu1s die Velasco, called C e] primero ) , distinguish hım ftrom another Luis

de Velasco who became Viceroy later In the century ((( primero served trom
1 550) 1564 C CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos, X X] and XXVI11.

288) Medino de Campo, April, 1550 F.dited by SANTIAGO VELA, HHA\,
X VI (Sept.-Oct 216-219 Hıs SOUTCE 18 4349 of Sicardo, Archivo
Nacional, Madrid

284) Ibid
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wWas agaın elected LO 41l term of three ma)Jor super10r 285)
Ihe chapter that VeCar W as held at Ocuituco. At the chapter the
friars established the monastery of Qur Lady of Montserrat,
ferred LO by Grijalva the Hermitage of Tzitzicaztlan. Located
about 89 miles north of Mexico City, ıt Was situated 1n rie  h terraın,
but ıt lay OPCN to attack by the Chichimecas who twıce besieged
the 1n 1588 and 1589

Vera Cruz, before, continued the PTrOogramı of expansıon,
this tiıme concentratiıng entirely the northern reg10n, the and
of the (Otomi ndians, where the m1ıss1ıons WCOCIC exclusively Augusti-
nıan ın thıs period. He ounded monastery at Chapulhuacan,
about 52 miles ftrom the above-mentioned Hermitage. his mıss1ıon
ha SPTUNg from hıs prev10ous foundation at Xilıitla. The work
+here W as Frunttful 1ın spıte of the fact that ıt wWwWas the MOST difficult
AaAreca ın the whole vice-province. Ihe and W as barren, anı the
location dangerous because of ıts remote isolation and the proX1-
mıty of the Chichimecas. Ihe SUCCESS of this m1ıssıon 15 triıbute
to the unlimited COUTaAQZEC of the Augustinıan friars. Penetration ınto
such remote and harsh regı1ons meant arduous trek of week

INOIEC foot Ihe missionarıes went unaccompanied such
Journeys and had LO rely upOoN the vood 11 of the ndians LO

provide them with simple ood and with protection trom the hostile
triıbes whom they occasionally encountered.

Another monastery ounded by Alonso de la Vera Cruz W as

that of Metlatepec (also called JT antoyuca) situated the border
of the and of the Huastec ndians, LO the east of the (Otomi. He
also established monastery at T ututepec, miıss1ıon which had
[9)  Nn Out of that of Atotonilco, mountaınous but populous region.
Lastly he founded the miıssıon aTt nearby Hueyacocotlan, but iıt
w as not permanent, tor Grijalva S5SAyS that ıt W as later relinquished.

One of the tasks undertaken by Vera Cruz during thiıs term
Vicar-Provincıial wWwWas the revısıon of the Constitutions. On Nov "

1559 he SenNntTt circular letter LO a ] the friars ın Mexico LO
that he would shortly issue supplement to the edition of the
Constitutions published in Mexico 1n 1556 286)' few weeks later

286) RIJALVA, cit., dad {L, chap. XV11. The following account of Vera
Cruz oundations 15 ftrom Grijalva.

286) BIA, VII, 169 Here the date of the circular letter 1S given Nov |,
1539, but that 18 clearly misprint,
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there appeared twenty-eight Da leaflet entitled AÄAdditiones Con-
stıtutionum which contaıned ll the changes that had een made
1n the edition issued at Rome ın 1551 under the direction of Jerome
Seripando 287) ÄApparently the He Roman edition Wa  N veCIYyY late
1ın reaching Mexico, tor 1t w as not hand when the rst exican
ecition W as printed iın 1556 In the introduction tO the dditiones,
Vera Cruz saıd that his PUrpOSE W as LO bring the exican edition

9 ate with the on recently arrıved trom Rome Ihe changes,
while NUumMe<«<erOUS, R> nNnOT of amnl special interest they CONCETN the
regulation and discipline of the religious ıte The edition of 1556
W as probably also the work of AÄlonso, and al the ame time he
Dut Out COPDY of the ule of St Augustine an CODYV of the
Augustinian Ordinarium, book of rubrics for eremonıes and the
rec:tatıon of Office ın choir 288) [t 18 interesting LO ote that Vera
Cruz, wh had at rst hesitated LO become religi0us, turned Out
tO be zealous and wholehearted Augustinian, on of the chief
eaders in establishing and preserving the full! observance of the
religi0us ife oNg the Augustinian miıssiıonariıes. The exican
Vice-Province Was prospering under his caretful and consclentious
guildance and that of the other eaders of the SaIne period. his
fact W as confirmed 1n letter from the General, Christopher of

287) LIıhe only exXtiant CODRDVY of this leaflet 18 tound 1n the New ork Public
Library under the following title Hermuits of St Agustine, Additiones C onsti-
tutıonum impressionis (Mexico, Nov | 1559 short introduction by
Vera Cruz explains ıts PUrpOose., He refers LO the Constitutions having been
printed four previously, but ıt W as actually only three

2RB) Regula Augustini (Mexico, Aug 9, 1556
C MEDINA, La imprenta Mexico, ], He Sa yYS that thıs 18 attrıbuted

LO Vera Cruz by (ATALTINA (GjARCIiA, Escritores de G uadalajara, 448
Ordinarium, etc (Mexico, July 19: 1556 C MEDINA, Cit.; He

agaın cıtes CGarcia above, cıt., 447
Constitutiones, eic (Mexico, (*% MEDINA, cıt i Also

attriıbuted to Vera Cruz
WAGNER, Nueva bibliografia mexıiıcana del!l siglo A Mexico, 1940), 153

Says al three of these WOTkS should be considere OI hat 18 probably true
Ven though the dates of publication A O NOTte iıdentical. All three AI printed by
Joannes Paulus Brissensis, and WCIC probably intended torm e0)e( handbook.
Wagner Iso menti:ons Jater edition of the Constitutions 1n 128/ : ct 379
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Padua wh wrote 1n 1557 expressing hıs satisfaction with the
reports comıng from the New World 289)'

Arthur ENNIS,
(To be continued).

299) Rome, Aug., 27 ST Ihe maın PUTDOSC of the General’s
letter wWas request consıderation tor O triar, Alonso de Coruna, whom
the Geneal ha heard Was being overworked 1ın hıs declining hıs complaint
CAaAannot \b e registered agaınst Vera Cruz since he ha: Just become Vicar-Provincial,
and the report about Alonso de Coruna mMust have been sent the General at

least three tour months before the above date.


