
Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz,
(1507-1584)

Study of Hıs Life an His Contribution
to the Religious an Intellectual Affairs of Early Mexıico

NTRODUCTION

Description of the Princıpal Sources

Ihe Name of Alonso de Ia Vera TUZ has een famous ın
Mexican history SINCE the sixteenth CENLUTYV; especially 1ın connection
with the University of Mexico. He has een reputed be the
ounder of that rst University of the New World ven though
that claiım cannot be verified, Vera Cruz 0€es aAave other Outstan-

ding claims fame which K  - be historically certihed. But ın spıte
of the fact that he wWwWas OlIl' of the grea figures ın the early history
of Mexico, VEeEIrIYyY little has een wriıtten about hım until recent

ca In 1934, Bienvenido Junquera, presented thesıs
tor the degree of Master of Arts at the Catholic University of
AÄAmerica, Wash., C 9 entitled I Mtro br Alonso de la Vera
Cruz |t w as later published 1n 6/ Payec article ıIn the Archivo
Agustiniano Esscorial, 1935 his interesting work OVeTS mMoOost
of the printed SOUTCES, but VETY tew of the manuscrı1pt SOUTCEeS WE

avaılable the author.

One earlier work has OINnC to OUI attention. In 1894 there was published
fıfty Pagc booklet called Rasgos biogräficos de Fr Alonso de la eracruz, by

Printed in Morelia, this work contained lithograph of Vera Cruz
made ftrom pıcture that W as NC 1n the monastery ot Tiripetio and 18 1O ın
the Augustinıan monastery ın Morelia. It has not been avaiılable tor thıs study
Cf V ALVERDE TELLEZ. Apuntaciones histöricas sobhbre la filosofia Mexico
(Mexico, 104
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As might be expected, MmMoOost of the work Vera Cruz, with
the exception of the wriıtings of the Spanish Augustinian Gregorio
de Santiago ela has ecen one ın Mexico, especlally at the Na
tional University. The most complete WOYk to-date 1S that of mancıo
Bolano sla Contribuciön al estudio biobibliogräfico de Fray
Alonso de la Vera DEr [t W as published ın Mexico City by the
Antigua L1brer1a Robredo ıIn 1947 In the biographical part of
this work the references LO the Archivo General de la Naciön,
especlally with regard LO Vera Cruz and the old University of
Mexico, Arl valuable. At the end of the volume the author has

appendix of documents, OINEe of which AI printed for the rst
time

Another work produced at the National University of Mexico
15 that of Oswaldo Robles, Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz. Invegsti-
gacıon Filosöfico-natural. Los Libros del Ima It 15 printed by the
Imprenta Universitaria In Mexico, 19472 his work consısts of
Spanish translation, with introduction and notes, of the rst z
of Vera Cruz three books De anıma, which 15 part of his philo-
sophical work Physica staeculatio. The brief introduction the
philosophy and style of Vera Cruz 18 ell one More recently
Robles has published 00 titled Filösofos Mexicanos del siglo X V}
(Mexico C 1950 In the section devoted to the philosophical
wrıtings of Alonso de la Vera Cruz on finds the most complete
study anı the est appraisal that has this far ecen made of those
wrıtings.

None of the above authors, however, has een able make
use of the materials avaılable ın Luropean libraries and archives.
The present wrıter hopes LO be able tO COMPDOSE INOIE complete
aCCOount of the ıfte of Fray Alonso by employing these hitherto
unused materials. TIhey AIe etters and other wrıtings of hıs that
AIe tO be found chiefly ın Madrid, Seville and Paris, ell
other manuscrı1ıpt materials concernıing hım which AT ocated prin-
cıpally ın the archives of Rome Very tew of these SOUTICES ave
een published.

But before Q1ving description of these materials, shall Sa y
something about the other chief SOUTCE for the ıte and work of

In the introduction, Agustin Millares Carlo Sa yS that complete editing
o# the works of Vera Cruz has been entrusted LO Antonio (Gömez Robledo, by
the National University of Mexico,
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Vera Cruz, that 15, the exican Augustinian chronicles. TIhe earliest,
ell the moOost valuable, extant history 18 that of Juan de

Grijalva, Crönica de la orden de Agustin las HrOVINCIAS
de la Nueva Espana, |+ 18 the basıc hıstory upOonN which
a subsequent wrıters ave depended to greater lesser degree.
f W as rst published ıIn Mexico City ıIn 1624 forty ca atter the
death of Vera Cruz Its value for the history of the sixteenth
century 15 Very even though ıt W as wrıtten ın the following
century Grijalva had the use of earlier works which ave sSince
een lost ; oNng them welI«ec SOINEC records composed by Alonso
de la Vera Cruz himselft z} Grijalva refers LO these records number
of times °) It W as his intention K9) COMDOSC history from t+he earlier
SOUTCES, preserving that he thought of ımportance. His work 1s
generally carefully and accurately one, and worthy of credence.
It 1S, however, wrıtten ftrom the viewpoilnt of Mexican-born
Augustinian and he, therefore, defends the posıtıon of hıs confreres
1ın the disputes that between the religi0us and the hierarchy,
and between the exican Augustinians and those of Spain. We
shall ave OCcasıon LO refer to these atters ıIn the ensuıng chapters,
and shall SC  D that OÖOINne of his testimony shows evidence of 1As
Juan de Grijalva divided his chronicle ın ftour parts ; projected

modern photostat CORDY was made ıIn Mexıico City ın 1924, by the
Augustinian Fathers and under the direction of icoläs LCOD and Federico
(ı6mez de Orozco.

zood treatment of the SOUICES employed by Grijalva 15 gıven by Gre-
gorla ANTIAGO VELA, Historiadores de la provincIAa agustinıana de Mexico, ın
Archivo histörico hispano-agustiniano, (April 241-255 Hence-
torth thıs TeV1EW 11 be referred LO HHA W ith the 1SSuUue of January 928
the title of the review W as changed LO Archivo agustiniano. It 18 excellent
SOUTICE of materja]| tor 1 the history of the Spanish Augustinians, especially ın
the early numbers which contaın Man Yy scholarly articles by Father Santiago
Vela He died May 9, 924 ; brief sketch of hiıs ıfe 1s found ıIn HHA\,
XXVI (Sept.-Oct., 1926), 129-145

FO!' the ıte and work of Grijalva, ct Iso Gregorio ANTIAGO VELA, Ensayo
de un biblioteca ibero-americana de la orden de San Agustin, IL, 301-307

Hencetorth this work 111 be cited simply BIA It 18 work of the
highest value, contaınıng eight volumes published between 913 and 931 San-
t1ago Vela prepared S1X volumes : } IL, 111 AL and VII Vo VIIL, published
after his death contaıns his biography, 370-393 Vo V wWas edited by
Juliän /arco Cuevas. Vol has been published.

The following places aATIe noted from the second printing, 924 Edad I1
chap. —-  X111, 254 ; chap. x O  XX111, 339 ; Edad IN, chap. sg  XX111, 444
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Afth book intended to bring the chronicle to 18 OW time wWas

ecvV:cC realized. He died ın 1638
The continuation wWas later wriıtten by Fksteban Garcia, wh

composed the Crönica de la fprovINCIA agustin:tana del Santisımo
Nombre de Jesüs de Mexico. Libro Quinto °} |+ contaıns 134 chap-
ters, and deals with the period from 1602 1638 VWhile ıt 18 not

work of the highest quality, and oes nOot ave equal merıts wWw1!1  +h
t+he chronicle of Grijalva, ıt 18 of importance because ıt deals with

period about which little 15 known from other SOUICECS It 18 of
interest for the sixteenth century because of references LO the PTO-
blem of the separatıon of the Province of Mexico, Santisımo Nombre
de Jesüs, from that of Castile, question iın which Vera Cruz W äas

concerned. Eisteban Garcia, wh W as Orn ıIn Mexico, defends the
posıtion of the exican friars {}

Father Santiago ela ın his critical study of the above chro-
nıcle, wWas at rst inclined LO believe that ıts author w as Diego de
Agular, but later discovered that 1t W as substantially the work of
Eisteban Garcia, with annotatıons and corrections by Jose Sicardo
It 18 NECCSSaATY to Sa tew words about Sicardo and hıs work He
w as natıve of Madrid, outstandıng wriıter, and later Archbishop
of Säacer (Sassarı ın Sardinia), elevated In 1 702 He had spen sıxteen

ın Mexico where he wWas much involved 1n the disputes be-
ween the exican and Spanish friars 7} He returned LO Spain ın
1685 and brought with hım interesting collection of documents.
These documents aIie today found 1ın the National Archive
Madrid 4349 with the title Historia de Sn A gustin de Mexico
Sır Autor, el Sr Arzobispo de Säcer. hey AI coples of documents
made by Sicardo, by others, ın Mexico. ome of them aATre wrıtten
ıIn POOTI hand and AIC incomplete. But the collection 15 PreC10us
because ıt contaıns INanNnYy things that in not elsewhere avajilable.
Among them 1s the CODY of the chronicle of Essteban CGarcia from

°) |t Wa edited tor the first tıme by SANTIAGO VELA ın the AHHA ODn
the 914 and 918 It 1l be noted ın the brief introductory note

of Vol (1914) that the editor was not then SUTe of the authorship of the
chronicle.

complete edition Wa reprinted ın Madrid 1918, ıth introduction,
which 1s the Samne the article cited above ın note Historiadores, etic

Ct BIA, I, 61-65
Ibid CF Iso BIA, @ 37-38
Ct BIA, VII, 488-507
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which the above-mentioned edition was made ome of the -
terjals of this manuscrıpt refer to the dispute already mentioned,
and Sicardo naturally defends the posıtıon of the Spanish triars,
correcting Ciarcia In that regard, shall later SC ın the sub-
sequent chapters. The tollowing 15 A brief listing of the CONLENTS
of the manuscrıpt of Sicardo 10)

Libro Primero Suplemento chrönico la storia Mexicana
de la Horden de Sant Augustin Nro. Padre his contaıns EXIrTraCcis
from INOTE complete work of Sicardo, entitled Adiciones la
Historia del Grüalva. Parts of thıs latter AT{iIe contained ıIn Gaspar
de San AÄgustin, Conquistas de las Islas Philipinas, art (Madrid,
1698 which wWwWas edited and corrected by Sicardo.

A puntamientos de Mexico.
la Exc.ma Sehora Duquesa de Habeiro.

Libro quinto de la Crönica de la Provincia de la Orden
de NTO. Padre San Augustin Mexico. his 18 the work of Eisteban
Garcia.

AÄpuntes (  O materiales coleccionados pPara continuar la crönıca
agustin]ana de Mejico desde e] 1638 hasta e] 1684

Noticias referentes la Provincia de Filipinas.
The above materials ave een the SOUTCE of INaNnYy fine articles

by Santiago ela In AHHA SOINE of them 11 be employed ın
this study. small but valuable part of the w as also published
by Robert Ricard, Un document inedit SUT les Augustins de la
Province du Mexique 1563 ) , Etudes et documents DOouUur ]” histoire
missionnatre de l’Espagne et du Portugal (Louvain, | 19-
154

TIhe ext three chronicles LO be considered al deal with the
second Augustinian Provınce In Mexico, that of Michoacän, dedi-
cated to St Nicholas of Tolentine an established In 1602 These
ATe the chronicles of Juan Gonzälez de la Puente, Diego Basalenque
and Matias de Eksscobar ll) Although wriıtten ın the seventeenth and
eighteenth centurıes, they deal] with the beginnings of the mı1ıss1ıon
ıIn Michoacän which wWas ounded In 1537 The work of Juan Gon-
zalez de la Puente, Primera arte de la chrönica augustiniana de
Mechoacän, 18 the rst ın order of time. It was published ın the

10) complete description 18 found ın BIA, I, 63-65
ll) For critiıcısm of these chronicles, ct the articles of SANTIAGO VELA,

HHA\, MIX (March-April, 129-144 an AIX (May-June, 266-279
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aIllec yVcCar the chronicle of Grijalva, 1624 12) It 18 chiefly work
of hagiography, lives of the early missionarlies ın Michoacän who
weIie outstandıng for holiness * The second part of hıs chronicle,
presented to the intermediate chapter at T iripetio In 1650, 18 lost.

Ihe work of Diego Basalenque, Historia de la Provincia de San
Nicoläs de T olentino de Michoacän del orden de Agustin,
wWas wriıtten In 1644 and published 1ın 1673 ]4) Composed of three
books, only the rst 15 of interest fOX' the sixteenth century asa-
lenque leans heavily Grialva, to whom he frequently reters. His
work contaıns much interesting and reliable information, but he
tends LO be somewhat tOO general an: rhetoricalı.

The last of the extant chronicles of the Province of Michoacän
15 +that of Matias de Eiscobar, ÄAÄmericana T hebaida, Vitas natrum
de la HrovInNCIA de icoläs de Tolentino de Mechoacän 15) VWriting
ın 1729 Eiscobar intended to made only compilation of the chro-
nıcles of de la Puente, Basalenque an Jacinto de Aviles 0 VWhile
hıs work contaıns much interesting general information, ıt has

historical merıt because of ack of dates an of particular
information, although ıt 15 usetful a compilation of the earlier
SOUTIC6S. Furthermore, ıt 15 wriıtten ıIn very Horid and artificial style,
with frequent and sometimes pointless references LO Scripture,
thology, eic

Other chronicles, dealing with the veneral history of the Aug-
ustinıan Order and the history of the Spanish Augustinians, have
not een of much value for this study z} The works of l1omäs Äde

12) modern reprint was edited by iıcoläs Leön ın 907
IS) They AL the following : Juan Bautista de Moya, Juan de Medina Roncon,

Diego de Chaävez, Fernando de San Joseph, Sebastiän de T rasierra, Francisco
de Acosta, Juan de Montaluo, Francisco Löpez, Pedro de Vera, Diego de
Viıllarubia.

14) modern print by the Voz de Mexico W as published In 188  O
15) [t wWas Arst published, ın partial and somewhat faulty edition, ın 890

by icoläs Leön He later directed better edition published In 924 at Mexico
ity his ast edition 18 complete but tor chapter eighteen, which 15 ett Out
because ıt contaıns ıtem of historical interest.

16) Jacinto de Aviles WTrotfe chronicle cCoverıng the period 17  S It 15
longer extant Cft brief notıce ın BIA 290-291
l7) Most of these chronicles have smal|l value ın themselves, eXcept for

events which occurred ın the ıtetime of the wriıters. For earlier history they
usually simply COD Y the text of previous rıters. Cf£ Pedro LEZ, Leyendo
nuestras Crönicas » , long serlı1es of articles begun ın HHA\, XV (Jan
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erreräa, however, AT exception. ome ıtems of his Alphabetum
Augustinianum (Madrid 1644 and his Historia del Convento de

Agustin de Salamanca (Madrid, 1652 ave een of interest,
chiefly because of hıs references ( materijals ın the Ceneral Archives
of the Augustinian ÖOrder, SOINE o which ave een lost 34

Turning O LO the ContemporaneoOus documents and other
manuscriıpt materi1als, shall rst consıder the unpublished SOUTICCS.

Naturally, ON of the est SOUTITCESS tor the history of Mexico ın the
sixteenth century 15 the Archivo General de Indias ın Seville, the
archiıve In which mMmMOost of the documents dealing with the Spanish
colonia] empıre are preserved. number of the etters of Vera
Cruz aTre LO be tound there along with those of his ellow-miss10o-
narıes. There aIie also OINE etters ancdl other documents of Philip
concerning Alonso de la Vera Cruz. complete list of these —_

terjals U  - be Cn ın the bibliography ; OomMe of them aAve een
published ıIn the collections which ave mentioned there.

An important SOUTC®S {OI' this study 15 the VIs D  111 of the
Eiscorial library, long manuscrıpt of AA d  X111 plus 354 tolios, contaımıng
[WO works Dy Vera Turz 7} It 15 wriıtten ın severa| diferent hands
NONEC of which 1s his f 15 evident, however, that he eclited the
manuscr1ıpt before sending ıt from Mexico because there ATie ManYy
margınal notes wriıtten In hıs hand, especially ın the second part,
and the last lines of both pa are also one ın hıs hand TIhe rst
part of the 15 long treatıse tithes, 1ın which Vera Cruz
maintained that the ndians weIre not obliged LO DaYy tithes. The
full title 15 ollows Relectio de Decimis Admodum Reve rendi
Patris Fratris Alphonsi VDVeEera uc Sacrıi ordinis Eremitarum.
Augusti egularis observantiae bona FEL Artium, Sacrae Theo-
logiae MmAagıs trı Cathedrarii frımarıiı In Mexica Universitate
In tartibus indiarum marıis Oceani : el ejusdem institut: Dro DIN-
cialis. At the beginning of the text shorter title 18 gzıven Relectio
de decimis habita In scholis nublice In unwersitate mexicana

1927 and later printed separately 1n Escorial, 932 For brieft treatment of
these chronicles In tar they deal ıth Mexico, ct RICARD, La conquete
spirituelle )) du Mexique (Paris, 18-20

18) (:+ Tomäs de Herrera, BIA, III, 590-631
l') Complete descriptions of this manuscr1pt CA be found ın Guillermo

AÄNTOL:  1N, Catälogo de los cödices atinos de la eal Biblioteca del Escorial Madrid
m BIA, VII 169-170 TOoRIBIO EDINA, La ımprenta In Mexico (San-
tiago de Chile, e 127-128
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magistro Alfonso ab eodem edita Anno 555 f 18 wrıtten ın
typical scholastic torm, serles of twenty-sıx questions in which
Veera Cruz states the arguments DIO and contra, folowed by C.OIll-

clusions an solutions of the arguments contra.

Preceding the text there are number of separate documents.
The rst 15 letter of approval by the Benedictine CeNSo: Rodrigo
de Vadiıllo, LO whom the book W as referred. TIhe letter 15 signed
by h1m and by nton1i0 Hurtado, and dated Oect | 1562 1ın the
Benedictine monastery of San Martin, Madrid. There AI z other
etters of approval, on by Pedro de Ibarra, and the
other by U1Ss de Leön, wrıting at Salamanca, Nov Z 1561 "The
prologue 15 wriıtten by the Augustinian Balthasar LOÖDEez, also at

Salamanca, Jan 57 1562 He spoke of the qualifications of Alonso
de la Vera Cruz canonıiıst and theologıian); and praised the
books of Vera Cruz which wWEeIE already printed at that time. In
the introduction, addressed LO Philip Vera TUZ stated briefly
the posıtıon of the religious champions of the neophyte ndians
1ın the question of tithes, ancl he appsaled tor jJust decision,
reminding the King of his authority eır LO the PDOWCECIS of the
Catholic Kings, wh.: welIrIe commıssioned by Alexander velut
delegati of the Pope He wWTrotie from Mexico CÄty, Jan 1560

The second part of the Eiscorial 15 entitled Apologia Ppro
religiosis trium ordinum InNne dicantium, habitantibus In OUva his-
Hanıla, In Hartibus indiarum marıis Oceani el (DTO indige nIS
Reverendi Patris Fratris Alphonsi Vera Cruce Sacrıi ordinis CT7TE6-

miıtarum Augusti ni, moderatoris fprımar  .  k In Academia Mexi-
Can«dada bonarum artıum, el heologiae Mazgistri. Ihe CONLENTS AI

gıven ollows :
ndulta SUmn  um pontificiıum ab innoO. q  C ad paulum

DTrOo eisdem religiosis.
Omnia indulta su compendio, Cu anotationibus.
Declaratio priviılegı Leonis decimıi, CT questionibus.
eclaratio priviıleg1 Pauli tert1l, Cu questionibus.
Declaratio Clementinae. Religiosi de privilegüs.
In the introduction to this second Dart, Vera Cruz addressed

himsef LO the Councıil of the Indies and spoke of the benehfts brought
to the ndians through the minıstry of the friars. In order that the
miınıstry INa continue, he asked fOI' approval of the papal privileges
listed ın his work, SINCe those privileges werIre NECECSSaATY for the
SUCCESS of the mı1ss1ons ın the New World Although thıs part of
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the manuscrıpt 15 not included In the etters of approval mentioned
above, eXcept the gveneral approval of Rodrigo de Vadillo, ıt 18
certaın that Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz intended LO publiısh both parts,

shall S in chapter S1X Both ALl related to the amne question
of the dispute between the relig10us and the hierarchy. At the
beginning of the manuscrıpt there 15 includec! letter of the printer
AÄAndrea de Portonartius. |+ 15 autograph letter acldressed LO the
King LO request ten VYCal permi1ssıon LO print the Relation de
decimis which Vera Cruz had sent hım from Mexico City. He
wrote Jan 1562

Neither part of the manuscr1pt, however, wW as EeVEel published.
The re6cason aD DCaTrs to be that the publication of such controvers]al
materja|! would ave caused OO orea furor. We shall SC  D that
shortly afterward, ıIn 1562 Vera Cruz himself returned tOo Spain
recalled by the Kıng LO g1ve defense of hıs posıtıon 1n the CONTLrOo-

e with the Hierarchy. His defense Was successful and, ONSC-

quently, there would ave een pomt In stırrıng urther
trouble by publishing the above works. Furthermore, his SUININALYV
of privileges, though cvVve published, W as widely distributed ONg
the religi0us In Mexico 9 The whole manuscrıpt remaıns unedited
today, eXcept for OINe emall CS.

Another SOUICE of manuscr1pt materı1als consulted f01' this study
15 the National rchive ıIn Madrid There Al L[WO documents avajıl-
able in the Paneles de Inquisiciön e The rst ONC, Leg 4477 No
15 manuscrıpt of | folios containıng eighty-four conclusions that
mMust be censured ıIn the Relectio de decimis of Vera Cruz In the
beginnıng there 15 letter by Alonso de Montüfar, Archbishop of
Mexico City, ın which he appeals f01' condemnation of the heretical
and scandalous doctrines of Alonso de la Vera Cruz. The document
18 signed by Montüfar, Bartolome de Ledesma, P ’ wh approved
the CENSUTECS, and Francisco de /ärate, notary apostolic. The ate
15 Jan 3 1558 Mexico Citv. The second document, Leg 444°
No 4 1S letter LO the Inquisitor General by Gonzalo )) de
Alarcön., priest of the archdiocese of Mexico, wrıting 1ın 1560

Ct (JARCiA ICAZBALCETA, Bibliografia Mexicana del siglo XVI, art |
(Mexico, 1886), 86-87 He quotes Grijalva, cıtl., fol 88v, that eftect :

DCIO ;Tal los religi0sos QqU«C le tenıan manuscrıto
21) PaAzZ MELIA, Papeles de Inquisiciön (2nd edition ; Madrid,

Nos 780 and 781
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He requested prohibition agalnst the scandalous books of Vera
Cruz

One of the richest SOUTCE€S for this study 15 the 3725 of the
Fondo Espanol in the National Library of Paris |t contaıns
36) folios and seventy-nıne different documents, etters and writings.
his interesting collection of materials w as probably the Droperty
of Vera Cruz himself. ome of the wriıtings arie hıs work, others
AIC etters addressed to hiım, but most of the materials aIie coples
of the work of others. Nearly all of them CONCEeTN SOINE aspect of
the dispute OVEeT tithes an privileges, and most ot them aAr&

notated ın the hand of Vera Cruz. complete list of the documents
employed 15 gıven 1n the bibliography. Most of them remaın unpuUu-
blished, but those which ave een edited Aare iındicated in that list

TIhe archives of Rome ave also rendered OINe interesting and
valuable manuscrı1pt materıals. small but vVeErYyY usetful, document,
the 958 18 to be tound 1n the Angelica ibrary, ocated 1n the
former monastery of St Augustine ın Rome his sixteenth CEeN-

LUry manuscr1ıpt 15 entitled Formularium PTO . —- quı1 sunt secretis
ordinis. At the back of the volume aIilc inserted number of PaPpPpeCIS,
ONn of which g1Ves statıstıcs the Augustinians ın Mexico : 1L

consısts of z  ®] small ftolios in Latin. There 15 date, but the
writer, Augustin de Carvajal, became the Spanish assıstant general
in 1595 S The document W as probably composed 1ın that VCAar,
shortly therealtter, report the friars and foundations ın Mexico.
his conjecture 15 confirmed by the Con of the manuscrI1pt. |t
speaks of the burijal place of Pedro Suarez de Escobar, Bishop-elect

12) No 325 18 the « classement de 1860 » MOREL-FATIO, Catalogue des
manuscrıts espagnols et des manuscrıts portugals la Bibliotheque Nationale
(Paris, employs No 550 tor thıs manuscrıpt. He g1ves complete description.
References this Ca be found In BIA, V 73-.174

Notice of this manuscrıpt w as found in STREIT, Ribliotheca Missionum ,
A mericanische Missionsliteratur, (Aachen, 2327 For description,

ct NARDUCCI, Catalogus codicum manuscriptorum Hraeter TaeCcOos el orientales
ın Bibliotheca Angelica, | (Rome 1893) 404 Here the No ot the Mg 1S R5  \

Agustin de Carvajal and hlS brother Diego, Iso Augustinılan, Werec

born of noble family ın Guadalajara, and WEeEeIC the Airst NnOV1ıCces received at

the monastery iın that cıty. Agustin later went Spain study at Salamanca.
From there he went Rome where he became Assistant General for the Spanıiısh
proviınces, In 1605 he W as made Bishop of Panama, and ın 1612 he Wä: advance
to the See of Guamanga ın the Kingdom of Peru He died around 620 C
BASALENQUE, cıt., 413 HERRF.RAT Alphabetum Augustinianum,
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of Guadalajara, wh had died ıIn 1591 On the other hand ıt reters
only LO the provınce of Mexico and, therefore., Wa  Cn composed before
1602, the ate of the erection of the provınce of Michoacän.

his document 18 valuable, not only f01' statıstics, but also tor
biographical notes ÖoInNne of the outstandıng Augustinlans
Mexico ın the sixteenth CENLTUFrY, including Alonso de la Vera Cruz.
The ınftormation Y1ven by Agustin de Carvajal Can be considered

aCCcurate in V1CW of his posıtion furthermore, he tells +hat he
had served secretary Pedro Suarez de F, scobar when the latter
w as Provincial ın Mexico.

Several small but interesting ıtems ave een taken from the
atican Library and Archives. Ihe Bibliotheca Barberinı, 5835
contaıns letter dated at Rome, Feb | 1594 sent by Cardinal
Pietro Aldobrandıini tO Camillo Caetano, Papal Nuntio In S5Spain x
It ONCEeTNN. complaint by the Augustinian gveneral t+hat the Spanish
provincial refuses recognıze the separatıon of the Province of
Mexico trom that of Castile. T here 1S also Brief sent by Julius 88

Alonso de la Vera Cruz, June 2 1552 about his appoıntment
tOo the SC  4 of Leön ın Nicaragua. N 15 ocated ın AÄArmadıio
tom 6 E} 44() |t 15 noted 1n Lubel, Hierarchia catholica mediüiü
aevVl, 1, 274 ote Eubel refers to the schedario of Garampı,
Vol 550 (fol 122v) third document 15 found ıIn the Archivium
Brevium, Vol 193 tols 73.175 -6) f 15 Rrieft of Clement 11
gıven at Rome, July 25,1592 confirming the perpetual separatıon
of the Province of Mexico trom that of Castile. Ihe supplication
submitted by the Augustinian general 15 also be CNn ın the sSame

place.
Another archive of Rome that has een useful for thıs study

18 that of the Spanish Eimbassy LO the Holy See ' There 15 letter
concerning afftairs of the general chapter of 1592 sent by the DIO-
vincıal an definitors of Mexico tO the general and dated June
1590 It 18 found ın Leg 3 tols 5 an 53_54 Another ıtem of

This manuscrıpt 15 noted ın FISH, Guide IO the Materials for
ÄAÄmerican History In Roman and other Italian Archives, (Wash
C index, ; A C Augustmian B

The ocation of thıs Brief was found ın the notes of Saturnıno L  ‚Öpez, ın
the Archive of the Augustinjan Order, Rome

An ınventory of the sixteenth century manuscrıpts Was made by SER:
RANO, Archivo de la Embajada de Espana de la Santa Sede, Vo 1, Indice
analitico de los documentos del siglo XVI (Rome
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ınterest 1s the decree seperatıng Mexico trom Castile, drawn by
the General, Gregorio d Montelparo, ın Madrid Oect | 1588 It
Ca  - be ececn ın Leg 35 tol There 1S also letter of$ Philip
sent his ambassador, Conde de Olivares, ftrom Lisbon, Feb
1583 [+ the appomtineg of Augustinian cCommıssary
general, and 18 found ın Leg 7’ fol 200 All of these materials
are of interest thiıs study because they help LO determine the
statius of the exican Province during the litetime of Vera Cruz.

In thıs SUMMAaTY of the SOUTCES tor unedited manuscrıpt
terjals, ıt remaıns only Sa V few words about the General] Ar-
chives of the Augustinian Order ıIn Rome his Archive, ıt exısts
today, W as organızed ın 1640 ; consequently, there 15 not much
materijal pertaınıng LO the sixteenth century There 1S, however, on

serl1es of manuscr1pt books of special value which contaıins material
dating back far the fourteenth cCentury |t 1s the serles,
Regesta Priorum Generalium, which contaıns 267 volumes between
the 1357 an 1891 There aQre.: unfortunately, OINe aAcunae
an miıssıng volumes, especılally in the Hhrst [WO hundred ca
Whıile thıs serl1es oes NnOt contaın IManYy retferences directly PCI-
taınıng to the ıte of Vera Cruz, 1+ 0o€es ave Man Yy not1ces of
importance for the history of the Augustinians in Mexico. tribute
must be paıd ere LO Father Saturnino LöDez, wh worked
for INan y ca 1ın the above Archive and whose notLes aTre of
value for locating mater1a| ın this serles.

With regard LO the published collections of documents, ıt 111
not be NECESSATV LO g1ve list of them ere Both maJor and mınor
collections ave een consulted, ell number of monographs
ıIn which newly-edited documents ave een included. Of the
terials mentioned above VeEry little has een published., with the
exception of the documents of the Archivo General de Indias.
number of the latter ave een edited, especially 1ın the collections
of documents by Joaquin CGarcia Icazbalceta and arlano Cuevas.
Ihese documents, ell all the collections consulted, AT listed
in the bibliography.

Lastly, there AT& number of perilodical articles which 111 be
employed In the COUTSE ot this study. They aAa{r®e listed ıIn the biblio
graphy. With regard the four printed WOIXS of Alonso de la Vera
Cruz, ıt has already een stated In the Foreword that three of them
constıtute the basıis of OUuUTrSe ıIn scholastic philosophy an it 185
nOot OUr intention make comprehensive study of them They
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AaAre the Recognitio summularum, Dialectica resolutio, and Physica
speculatio. The fourth work, Speculum coniugiorum, 11 be t+ho-
roughly examiıned and commented uponNn Ihe fourth edition, that
published ın Milan ıIn 1599, 15 the on that has een sed

('HAPTER

YÜhe Early Life of Alonso de la Vera Cruz

Vera Cruz Origin, F.ducation and Call {O the Missions

Alonso de la Vera Cruz W as ({ ON of the MOSL notable en

wh CamMle LO New Spain ın the immediate eIia of the CONques “
Such 18 the opınıon of Joaquin Garcia Icazbalceta, the greates of
exican hıstorlans. Ihe subsequent 11 attempt show that
Vera T1 W as truly outstanding e prlest and relig10us,

m1ss10Nary, and educator. He wWäaäas the product of the
est education and culture of hıs ag and hıs work 1N Mexico
establishes hım (( O: of the EISONAHCS moOost illustrious ın virtue
an knowledge wh ave honored the AÄAmerican so1l1 ) Hıis 1N-
infÄuence 1s stil] felt and recognized ın Mexico today. In recent ca

statue W as erected hıs MEINOILY ıIn the courtyard of the Plantel
Bachilleratos of the National University.

Alonso de la Vera Cruz W as natıve of Toledo he W as orn
near that cıty ın place called Caspuenas iın 1507 © l1S father
NVas Francisco Gutigrrez, and his mother, LCOIIOI‘ Gutiegrrez. Ihe

(JARCiA [CAZBALCETA, Obras, Biografias, (Mexıico, 1897),
FERNANDO RAMIREZ, Noticias de /a ida escr:tos de Fray Toribio de

Motolinia, cli, otfe 55, found 1n (JARCiA |ICAZBALCETA, Colecciön de documentos
para la historia de Mexico, | (Mexıco, 1858), xiv-cli

30) The chief SOUTCE tor the early ıte of Vera Cruz 15 GiRIJALVA, ( 'rönica de
la orden de Agustin las HroVINCIAS de la Nueva Eispana, dad
chap. X1, and passım. Almost the SsSamne material 15 found ın the other oOhronicles.
BASALENQUE, Historia de la HrovıINCIA de San Nicoläs de olentino de Michoacäan
(2nd ed Mexico, 1886) D chap. U  vill, and passım. LE.SCOBAR, Ä mericana
Thebaida (Mexico, chaps. XXV-XXI1X. his iıntormation 1S found assembled
ın number of places; chiefly, SANTIAGO VELA, BIA, NT, 155-174, and (JARCiA
[CAZBALCETA, Biografias (Mexico, AA similar aCCOUNLT 1S to be SCEeECENMN

ın ICAZBALCETA’Ss Bibliografia mexıcana del siglo X (Mexico, and hıs
edition of CERVANTES SALAZAR, Mexico 1554 (Mexi1co, 875), D7 ote

The date of hıs birth 18 usually gıyven 504 because the chronicles Sa Y
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famıly enjoyed faır and W as able to provide Alonso with
good education ın SOINEC of the est schools of the time. He W as

sent LO Alcalä de enares to study SIamnInar (Latin) and rhetoric.
kor hıs higher educatıon he went to the famous University of Sala-
b W where he studied arts (philosophy) and theology.

At Salamanca Alonso wWas both the pupil and close friend of
the Dominiıcan Francisco de ıtoria, the grea political philosopher,
] homist and outstandıng teacher. I he infAuence of thıs earned an

11 be Dn later when ave OCcaslon LO speak of the phi-
losophical wrıtings of Vera Cruz, and hiıs iıdeas the nature an
laws of empıre. f W as Francisco de ıtoria wh inspired hım with

deep love of St Ihomas an lifelong interest ın the study of
the Summa. [t 15 sald, probably with exaggeration, that Vera Cruz
NEeW the Summa by heart and could qu long with COIN-

plete 28} ıtoria also introduced his students LO the 1915

scholasticism, freed from the arıd and profitless disputations of other
scholastics of that time. He W as expert lecturer, an wh
aroused 1ın his students love tor learnıng. [+ W as under such
excellent gyuidance that Alonso Gutierrez earned the degree of
Bachelor of AÄrts 2 He then entered the school of theology, W as

ordained priest, and countinued his studies t1 he W as awarded
the degree of Master of T heology.

Alonso must ave een promisıng student because he wWwWas

retained at the University LO teach ın the aculty of arts His reDn  -
tatıon SOONMN brought hiım another e of livelihood and signal
honor : the Duque de] Infantado, the rst of the Spanish nobles,
sent his z ONS LO Alonso 19 be utored. Alonso CGutierrez appeared
LO be makiıng fine SsStiar toward successful, and probably PTrOSDE-
TOUS, areern. If through hıs CONLACTIS with nobility, he could ave
advanced himself LO the CO of the Spanish Kıing, at that time

he died ın 584 at the ayc of 80, but he wrote In 565 that he wäas then
therefore, he Was born ın 507 Ct Santiago VELA, HHA, XIV (Nov.-Dec.,
920 302

Sl) E,SCOBAR, cıt., chap. XXVI, 319
!2) RIJALVA, cıt (2nd print. ; Mexico, Fdad chap. X1. 585

Grijalva Sa yS here that Vera Cruz earned the aster’s degree, apparently
referring theology, SInce the degree of Master of Arts W as awarded Vera
Cruz by the 9154 University of Mexico, 1353 C ın 1e W of the fact that he 18
Bachelor of the University of Salamanca, and because oft his well-known ability
( Infra, chap. 111.
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the MOSTL brilliant CO 1ın Furope, he would ave accomplished
what W as doubtless the aım of Man y ambitious ecclesiastıc of
hıs day But Alonso Gutiegrrez, though he could not aAve Irnown
it: stood at that momMment at the turnıng pomt of his ite

Francisco de la CCruz, the (( Padre Venerable of the rst Aug-
ustinıan miıss1ıon ın Mexico, W as then ın Salamanca at the moNaster v
of San Agustin. He had returned from Mexico LO get nNne recrults,
and wWas seekıng volunteers at Salamanca. Francısco de la Cruz W as

zood planner ; he had 1n mind obtaıin hıs recrults
- earned 1ın arts and theology wh would be able teach an!
traın semi1ınarlans ın Mexico. The credit f01‘ the ead that the Aug-
ustinıans had ın higher education in the m1ss10Ns must LO this
far-sighted organızer. JI here must certainly ave een number of
triars al the monastery of San Agustin wh could ave Ailled t+he
requırements because Salamanca Was at that tiıme the center of
studies for Augustinjans ın Spaiın, ın 60a of such iıllustrious

Ihomas of Villanova an |.uis de Le6ön Ihe choice of Francisco
de la Cruz went elsewhere, however. Somehow he heard of the
excellence and ability of the priest Alonso Gutierrez, and he
decided that he would Lry LO get hım COIMNE LO Mexico. It 18
difficult LO surmıse what IMaYy ave een Francisco s LTEASONS for
tryıng to induce diocesan priest LO Joın of Augustinian
mi1sslionarles. The chronicler Grijalva suggests that, apar ftrom 1e6a-

onNns of study an education, he also wanted capable of
dealing with the problems arısıng between the religi0us and the
Hierarchy ın Mexico because of the special mM1s8S10Nary privileges
of the friars %) It 18 possible that, although these problems werIre

NOL vet Ser10uUs, Francisco de la Cruz could SC  ® what Was comıng
and he felt that SOINCONEC wh had een educated outside of
religious order might be able judge better an ead the WaYy
toward INOTE reasonable solution.

W hatever INaYy ave een hıs TrTeasoNSs, he cl approach Alonso
Gutierrez to SC  ® ıf he could be persuaded (©) Joın the band of m1s-
sionarıes. hiıs W as in 1235 when Alonso Was twenty-eight
ot ag an Just getting established 1n promısıng aA1i166eT As might
be expected, Alonso W as NOL attracted by the invitatiıon LO leave
z00d sıtuatıon and LO foreign and with barbarous people
lıving ın unknown continent thousands of miles ACI 0SSS the C:

88) RIJALVA, cıt (2nd print.), dad A chap. X11, 23
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He old Francisco de la Cruz that he did not thınk ıt his vocatıon.
But the m1ss1o0nary W as NOL dicouraged. He asked Alonso XO think
ıt OVECI and Zi1ve hım Ainal at their ext meeting. In the
meantıme, Francısco resorted LO DIayerl, askıng God to zıve the
earned priest the TACE aCCept this difficult task. His persistence
W as rewarded ; shortly atterward Alonso agreed embrace the
nNne an: unknown ite offtered hım Hıis future greatness wWas

foreshadowed ın his acceptance.
Ho set OUut for Seville, the DOTrL of ambarkation, early ın 1536

accompanied by krancisco de la Cruz and eleven other Augustinians.
Among them WaTe omMme heroic and saıntly INenN, especlally nton10
de Roa, Juan Bautista de Moya and Juan de Sevilla A The trıp
CIOSS the Atlantic W as tedious ell dangerous < z three
months 1n small saılıng vesse! offered plenty of time for reflection
an meditation. One day Francisco asked Alonso Ciutierrez $ he
had consıdered the possibility of becoming AÄugustinıian. Alonso
replied that, while he had high regard tor the Augustinian ÖOrder,
he did not teel that he W as called LO the relig10us ıfe After Z1VviNng
him SOINE advice the subject, Francisco ett him reflect. Only

few days later, Alonso brought the auestion himself and sSal
he had decided nOot LO resist what appeared be the clear Will
of God and he expressed his desire joın the order immediately.
Francisco de la Cruz cautioned h1m LO waıt + 11 the en of the VOVagC,
and, ın the meantıme, consicer the mMatier urther and Dray tor
Divine guildance, that he might make the riıght decision.

Ihe sh1p arrived ın due OUuTSeEe at Veracruz June Alonso
Gutiegrrez persevered 1n his decision and accordingly, he W as vested
1ın the Augustinian habit after their arrıval iın the pDoOort CItV. In
remembrance of the Occasıon and out of regard for Francisco de
la Cruz, Alonso took the Narinle of Vera Cruz ] hereatter he always
called himseltf Alonso de la Vera TUZ and he Cve:e.e agaın employed
his family Name a After feow days rest they sent Out for Mexico
City where they arrıved the second of July 1536

34) For biographical nOoftfes, ct injra, chap. 11, Nn Otes and TIhe other
eight were Gregorio de Salazar, Diegzo de San iVartin, Juan de Alva, nton10
de Aguilar, Diego de la Cruz, Pedro de Pareja, Agustin de Salamanca, Juan de
San Martin. C Jerönimo MENDIETA, Historia ecclesiästica indiana, edited by
Garcia Icazbalceta (Mexico, 1870), 267-368

85) Ihe change ın Nar’ne caused SOINEC writers to speak ot z INCIIN. For
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hus Alonso de la Vera Cruz began hıs He ıte OlIl' ın which
he W as destined tO distinguish himselt both prlest and
Augustinian. His rst VCarl ıIn the mM1sSsS10Ns W as OIl of relatıve quıiet
an CaClCl , he entered the novıtlate 1n the monastery 1n Mexico
City.: and W as the rst Augustinian novıce ın the New World VCar
later, June Z 1537 he made hıs profession of VOWS, ad
mortem Da ın the hands of Jerönimo de San L.steban, Prior of Santa
Maria de Gracija ın Mexico City * Hıs 15 the hrst profession ın
the earliest Book of Protessions of the exican Province 47

TIhe Personality o} Vera Cruz

We ave already noted that Vera TUZ W as INa  - of grea
promiıse intellectually. But ıt Was nOot only hiıs abilıty student
an teacher that attracted attention his moral and spiritual qualities
werTIie also outstanding. |t 15 VeEry signihcant that he had SOONeEeT

completed his noviıtılate than he W as made Master of nOvıices,
office he held tor three ca  ° No doubt the missionarlıes were short-
handed and they could not be verYvy discrimınatıng ın choosing ME}
for offices, but at the amne tiıme the Master of OVICes has grea
responsibility and they DBaVC the task LO Vera TUZ when he ha:
een [1 Augustinian fOI‘ only OIl VCar They must ave een 1ın
him qualities to warrant such confidence. Ihe chronicler from
whom ave MOst of the ıntormation concerniıng Fray Alonso
tells something of these qualities )

{t appCars that Vera Cruz made Compromıiıses HGE he had
embraced the religious ıte In conformity with the strıct rule of ıfe
then observed [0)  S the Spaniısh Augustinlians, Fray Alonso always

example, PAMPHILUS, Chronica ordinis fratrum eremıtarum Augustini (Rome,
Ct Alphonsus cIa Cruce, tols, | 16v, 119 and 120 Alphonsus CGutierrez

Veracruce, fo 130
Sß) (jARCIiA [CAZBALCETA, Biografias, R 43, €es that the monastery 1ın Mexico

City, later known San Agustin, 1S here called Santa Maria de (Giracıa. It aPPCAarIs,
however, that both WeIC employed, probably trom the very beginning.

!’I) CODY of the profession o Vera Cruz be C6n ın BIA, VIIL, 156
Ihe original Book of Protessions 18 today preserved INn the Library of the Uni-
versıity of lexas. Ct CASTANEDA and D)ABBS, Guide IO the Latin-American Ma-
nuscrıipts ın the of Texas Library (Cambridge, 939
l GRIJALVA, cıt (2nd print.), dad chap. X1, 594-595
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sed only Oarse cloth tor his clothing and would NnOL employ linen
for hıs bed Eeven 1n the illness of his O ARc He fasted INOIC t+han
the rule required. His bed Was nothing but hard boards and he
slept but four five hours day Perhaps the characteristic most
noticed ıIn the ıfe of Vera Cruz Was his careful uÜse of time on

might Sa y that he almost lived In fear of wastıng time. [t w as

the on  0‘ theme he repeated constantly 1n hıs conferences LO his stu-
dents and subjects (( Habete ratıonem temporıs ) , he sed to Sa y
OVECI and NVer agaln. And he had pet CEV'! ın that regard he
didn t iıke to SC  d the friars play chess because of the time COIN-

sumed.
hat he himself made the est possible usSsec of hıs tiıme 18

evident : he accomplished tremendous amount of work 1ın D'  ‚—
ching, teaching, writing earned books, traveling, studying, admı-
nıstering the affairs of hıs Order ıIn Mexico and ıIn Spain, and solving
the difficult of law that wWwerTrIe frequently refterred to him
ven today OI finds evidence of hıs tireless study ; OINe of the
books preserved from sixteenth cCentury Augustinian libraries ın
Mexico Are full of notiLes and COMMENELIS ın the hand of Vera Cruz 7
He ounded £our liıbrarıes those of San Pablo and San AÄgustin
iın Mexico City. Tiripetio an Tacämbaro and ıt 18 saıd that on«e

of the books ın these liıbrarıes escaped hıs perusal and comment 40)
The handwriting of Alonso de la Vera Cruz urther verihes t+hat
he wWas busy He wrote ın haste and with little Care

tor nıcety of eXpression, sometımes mıxıing Spanish Aan: Latin ın
the amne sentencC: Certainly ıt W as nNnOL ignorance which caused
hım LO wrıte carelessly, but rather the haste with which hiıs mM1nN:'  d
raced ahead of his 91201

He had specıial dislike for dle conversatıon : during the periods
of recreatiıon he tried LO make the est uUuse of time by discussing
tor the benefit of hıs students, article from the Summa theologica,

perhaps 1815 book that had Just arrıved from Spaiın. [+ 15 CON-
ceivable that recreation spen In that ashion w as nOot always
agreeable his fellow relig10us. But Vera Cruz wWas NnOL tyrranıcal
Man, without eeling for others. Like profoundly honest and

89) collection of the books of Tiripetio 15 found ın the Museo Michoacano
ın orelia, Mexico. C BOLANO [SLA, Contribuciön al estudio biobibliogräfico
de Fray Alonso de la Vera C ruz (Mexico, 947 23.24

AO) BASALENQOUE, eIE., 1, chap. E  V111, 191-192



Ennis

sincere INneN, he wWas MOSsST credulous and consıiderate ın accepting
CEXCUSeEeS and explanations, ESEVEON when they seemed incredible to

others. his credulity, however, did nOt prevent hiım from being
prudent an capable super10r  ,  E shall SC  D that he W as chosen
five times to ead hıs fellow Augustinlans ın Mexico. AÄAnd 1ın the
matter of provıincıal elections he wWas MmMOSst sensıtıve about CcCorrect

procedure }
|+ 15 likely, however, that Vera Cruz exireme studiousness and

CONSLAN preoccupatıon with his responsibilities made hım Very
a  € and somewhat distant INall. Hıs books aAIie wriıtten ın typical
academic style, and neither they NOT hıs etters display an of +he
brilliance with which SOINE Z2rea en aIie able LO inspıre others
with lively iınterest ın the things they love. { here 15 of
humour either 1n his writings of ın the storl1es told of hım : he
probably had lıttle appreclatıon fOI' the ighter sıde of ite He W as

an completely dedicated LO hıs duties, ON wh e ve:.e allowed
himself an recreation that woulc take hım tar from his study and
hiıs work ven during periods of vacatıon, while Vera Cruz W as

teaching In the seminary, he employed himselt 1n traveling foot
tOo the Indian villages where he preached iın T arascan, and aclmıi-
nıstered the Sacraments 7 And that Wa  N iın lierra Caliente, hot
and insalubrious reglon, 0}81 of the MOST dithcult of the mi1ss1ion
Hhelds Fray Alonso mMuUust ave had excellent health‚ tor he lived

nearly eighty ca under the onstiaAan of C  9 work
an study. He W as iın PpOOFTF health only twıce in his life, far
Ca  } be known, exXxcept f01’ the last z ca betore his death when
he suftered much ftrom urınary disorder. In his rst illness, OMe-

time during the early ca of his ıte 1n Mexico, he w as cured by
famous Franciscan brother, |Lucas de Almodovar, wh Wa  CN reputed

LO ave the gift of ® ) Ihe second illness, <hall SC  %' later,
occurred after hıs reiurn from Spain, when Vera Cruz Was already
advanced 1ın . 8°4

In SUMINAaLYV 1t U:  . be sa1d that Vera F137 Wa  CN the Lype of an

4.1) RIJALVA, loc cıt
12) BASALENQUE, Cit., B chap. 111
4-!) (JARCiA [CAZBALCETA, !os medicos de Mexico el siglo AVE. Opusculos

varios, (Mexico, 1896), 89-90 his SCtOTYy is related by Juan 1 ORQUEMADA,
Monarquia indiana (2nd print; Madrid, 723), {1H, 224, who reters Vera Cruz

the light of these estern Indies ; I
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who would ave made ame In whatever field he IMaYy ave
chosen to dedicate himself. His tireless ENCISYV and blameless ıte
caused hım stand Oout above others. His contemporarıles held hım
ın the highest respect and esteem, but he probably ha very few
ıntımate riends because he had l;ttle time tor t+he less important
pastımes of social iıntercourse.

CHAPTER 8l

The Augustmıan Scene ın Mexıco

The Beginning

Ihe Augustinians, arrıvıng ın Mexico In 533 WEelIe the last
of the three mendicant orders to aDDCal the GCEeHN6:; Ihe Tan-
C1scCans had een there sınce about 1523 and the Dominıcans arrıved
three later. In spıte of their relatively late appearanc®e, the
Augustinians quickly took their place with the other z orders
with whom they shared the burden of the evangelizatıon of Mexico
tor the greater part of t+he sixteenth century TIhe spread of the
Augustinian m1ss10nNs W as rapid 191> ZrOUDS continued LO arrıve
from Spain, an they (010)91 astablished themselves pPar with
the other orders, C  - be een ın letter sent by the provinclals
of the three orders to Philip 1ın 1559 z TIhe Augustinı]ans followed
the pattern sent by their predecessors and WEIC OOIl engaged ın

aspects of the mi1ıss1ıon work The high quality and SUCCESS of
this work 15 attested by the Viceroy nton10 de Mendoza. TIhe
Viceroy, wh W as transferred eru 1ın 1550 DaVe Varıous iınstruc-
tions LO his uCCESSO [ uis de elasco, including recommendation
of the Augustinians.

Ihe relig10us of the Order of St Augustine ın New Spain ave
proved themselves and continue OVC themselves, and they ave
taken 2rea Caie the others ın the converslion and instruction
of the ndians, and nothing 15 wantıng ın t+hem Because they aIre

44) Cartas de Indias (Madrid, 1877), 141-143 The thee Provincials weIie

Domingo de Santa Maria, Francisco de Toral, and Alonso de
la Vera Cruz, They reported the following statistics: the Franciscans
ha: 380 friars and houses ;: the Domiinıcans, 210 with houses ; and the

Augustinians, 212 ıth houses,
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recently arrıved. Your Lordship might NOL hold them In the amne
esteem the others. Y our Lordship should honor and favor them
because they merıt . and You should not recognıze thıs Order ASs
less than the others, because they AT nOot of less merıt then the
others 45)

TIhe iıdea of Joıning the m1ss10ons In Mexico had rst een Pro-
posed and discussed oNng the AÄugustinians ın Spain in 1527
especially under the leadership and urgıng of Juan Gallego ) In
that SaIlle the Augustinians of Andalusıa separated trom Castile
tOo form another provınce ın Seville, ancl the negotlatıons tor the
miısslons were delayed. The provincials of both provınces however,
Juan Gallego 1n Andalusia, and TIThomas of Viıllanova ıIn Castile,
continued to ftoster the iıdea e Finally, ıIn 19533 when Francisco
de Nieva W as Provincial of Castile, of eight religio0us W as

made between the z Drovınces, and they chose f01' their
leader Francisco de la Cruz, wh later became universally known

Padre Venerable )) 48) Ihe NaImnne bears wıtness the high
esteem In which he Was held by his confreres wh relied upOonNn his

45) Los relig10s0s de sta orden de San Agustin sta Nueva Esspana han
aprobado aprueban bien han tenıdo gran uidado la conversıö0n doctrina
de los indios anto OINO los demäs, ellos ha habida falta de
SSr recien venıdo podria SCT QUC los religiosos de sta orden tuvıesen

aquella estiıma qUuU«E los de las Otras. les honre favorezca, POTquUE lo
INCTIECEN, CONOZCAa qUuU«cC sta orden tiene qU«C las otiras, PUCS

de meriıto qU«EC ellas ıME Colecciön de documentos ineditos relativos
al descubrimiento, conquiısta organizacıon de las HOsECSIONES espanolas merica

Oceania, sacados del Archivo de Indias, Madrid, 866), 500-501
his collection, sclited by Torres de Mendoza, contaıns fourty-two volumes

published between the 1864 and 1884 Hencetorth this collection 11 be
reterred simply CM Ist CM 2nd 1l refer sımilar collection called
Colecciön de documentos ineditos... de las antıguas POSsCSIONES espanolas de ultra-
IT1  < {t contaıns twenty-five volumes published between the 1885 and 1931

‘B) FOI' account of the preliminary negotlations, ct PEREZ ÄRRILUCEA,
Los Agustinos Mexico el siglo AVI, In La Ciudad de Dios, C (1913)
303-310, 420-428 SANZ PASCUAL, Historia de los Agustinos Espanoles (Madrid,
1948 chap. V1.

A7) Ihomas of Villanova died Sept B, 1555, and wWas canonized ın 1659
For sketch of his life, and bibliography, c$ Gregorio ANTIAGO VELA, BIA,
VII 233.302

48) 058 (ca 1595 of the Angelica Library, Rome, refers him fo
06v ((( prıimus fundator ) y and SaysS that he 18 buried ın the church of San
Agustin, Mexico City He died July IZ. 1536 Ct Biography ın 1 omäs
HERRERA, Alphabetum Augustinianum Madrid, 644 226-227
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guidance and insplratıon ıIn the rst ditficult To Padre
Venerable 401 the credit for havıng brought Alonso de Ia Vera
TUZ the New World 49)

his of eight ploneers set out from Spain the second
third of March 1535 and reached the New World atter z

and half months the SC  Q 5} It W as the feast of the AÄAscension.
May Z when they disembarked at San Juan de Ulüa small
island ın the port of Veracruz. ı1ve days later they eft Veracruz

49) Supra, chap.
5D) Actually only set out because Juan Bautista de Moya turned back

Seville make short vısıt at ome When he returned, the others ha: eft
He amne ıIn the third ın 1536 TIhe original eight SR gıven follows by
Juan RIJALVA, röniıca de la orden de Agustin las PrOVINCIAS de
la Nueva Espana (2nd prınt. ; Mexico, 924), dad @ chap. V: 323

Padre Venerable Francisco de la Cruz, ct P  » note

Jerönıimo de San Eisteban. Also known Jerönimo Aimenez, he was born
car Salamanca In 493 Hıs parents W el Alonso Protugues and Ana Löpez
He wWwWas professed Salamanca, Aug 23 1519, when I homas of Villanova was

Prior there. In Mexico he ounded CONvents at Ocultuco and Chilapa In 542
he took Dart ın the unfortunate expedition the Philippines led by Rui L  öpez de
Villalobos, and ıIn SGCVG. he wWas back ın Spain atter circling the globe.
He returned Mexico, became Provincial ın 551 and died ıIn 570 Ct (JARC'  1A
ICAZBALCETA, Biografias, (Mexico, 421-422 RICARD, Un document
inedit sSur les Augustins de la Province de Mexique ]563, In FEtudes et docu-
ments POUFTr l”’ histoire miıissıonNNaAaıre de ’ Espagne et du Portugal (Louvain,

289 No 43
Juan de San Romaäan. Hıiıs biography 11 be rteated urther Ct chap. 1V.
Agustin de (iormaz (de Coruna). Professed at Salamanca, June 24, 1524, he

worked 1ın the early foundations ın Mexico at Tlapa, and Chilapa, and became
Provincial ın 560 He returned to Spain ıIn 562 and wWas consecrated Bishop of
Popayäan, Nueva Granada (present day olumbia). Hıs death occurred In 589
(F GARC:  1A [CAZBALCETA, Biografias, 445 BIA, I1 149-159

Juan de Oseguera. Born NCal Toledo the SO of Juan de Useguera and Maria
de S5otomayor, he Was professed ın T oledo Fe 523 Juan de /umaärraga,
Bishop of Mexıico City, sent hım representatıve Mantua, but the sess1on
convoked In 538 Was not realized. He remaıiıned ıIn Spaiın, Ailled Varlıous offices
there, and died sometıme shortly after 554 C£ BIA, 200-202

Juan Bautista de Moya. Born at Jaen, 1504, he made hiıs profession at
Salamanca ın 1523 Dec One of the most noted of the early mı1ss1]ıonarles,
his IMNMEIMOTY 15 still revered tor his work ın Tierra Caliente, insalubrious
regıon which had been avoided by earlier misslonarıes. He spoke the Otom  1  $
language, 0)81 of the IMOst difficult of the Indian tongues, and he m ust have
known at least e)8l other language sınce Otom:  1  a wWas nOot spoken ıIn Jierra Caliente.
Juan Bautista died Dec B 1567, at Guayangareo (Morelia). 958 (ca
o# the Angelica Library, Rome, mex_1tions folio 06v that he w äas noted tor
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an arrıved ıIn Vilexico City the saventh of June 2) ] hese newest
laborers for the ast miıssiıon f‘eld WEIC received at San Domingo,
the central monastery of the Dominican friars. ome days later
they took temporary residence In Tabuca Street 0

civil commıssıon W as appointed the 16th of June LO assıst
the Augustinians ın establishing themselves 1 Mexico City. OUr
days later LW of the triars went before the cathedral chapter to
ask for the appoıntment of sıte an gra of alms (9) build
monastery. Atr the amne tiıme petition W as presented the
Audiencia, the governing body under the Viceroy. The result 18
NOL known but ıt 15 assumed that the and later occupied by the
church and monastery of San Agustin W äas granted at this time 2}
The ıte wWas not wisely chosen the ndians called the airca Z.oquıi-
Pan, muddyplace 8l} An underground spring made the ground
soft AaAn muddy, an W as of ditficulties In the subsequent
construction

Ihe Nne arrıvals had the vood 11 and assıstance of the first
Bishop of Mexico: C1ty‚ Juan de /umärraga, Franciscan. (In the

hıs P and tor the performance of several miracles. His remaıns
Aa buried In the church of San Agustin ın Morelia. Cft RICARD, Un document
5Uu les Augustins, in Etudes et documents, 135-151, No BIA, 653-654
Juan ONZALEZ PUENTE, rıimera arte de la crönica augustinıana de
Mechoacän (2nd ed Mexico, 1, chaps. 1-XX1l. NAVARRETE, Fray
Juan Bautista Moya (Mexico, 1938)

Jorge de Avila TIhe 101 of Francisco de Näjara and Catalina L  Öpez, he
made his profession at Toledo, Aug 20, 526 He wWas elected Vicar Provincial
ın Mexico ın 1540, and three later he accompanie his UCCESSOT Juan de
San Romän hıs Journey Spain. After successtful completion of their business
he set out agaın fo Mexico, but died route, at Puerto Rico, where he 18
buried ın the Dominican Church. C BIA, 285

Altonso de Borja. his distinguished m1ss1ıonNary 15 especlally remembered
for his work ın onnecti.on ıth the hospital of Santa Fe founded 1535 eal

Mexico City by Vasco de Quiroga, then member ot the Audiencia. Ct RICARD,
La C conquete spirituelle du Mexique (Paris, 933), 193 For biographical
sketch ct HERRERA, Alphabetum Augustinianum, 19-20

51) GRIJALVA, cıt (2nd print. ; Mexico, dad chap. V1,
52) Jerönimo MENDIETA, Historia eclesiästica indiana, edited by Ciarcia

Icazbalceta (Mexico, 367
58) (JARCiA ICAZBALCETA, Los A gustinos Me&xico » , Opusculos V arios,

(Mexico, 415-419 Mendieta, however, Sa YyS that the and wWwWas purchased
by of Ims Ct Historia eclesiästica, 367

54) e| odo
65) TIhe history of the monastery of San Agustin 111 be discusse In chap. W



Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, 75

Sth of Feb 1537 he wWwWTrofte LO the King request agsıstance tor
the AÄugustinians 7° He explained that they ave COME ın +he
eleventh OUr an they ave ca of support with which to

build their monastery. The Bishop suggested that the King gran them
the Nts from OIl of the Indian villages, he had already een
one for the Dominicans to enable them to construct the1ir
nastery /umärraga then DaVE hıs recommendation for the August-
ın1ıan friars ın general, wh. aAaIie workıing faithfully ın thıs vineyard e

and for Juan de Oseguera ın particular, who was then hıs WaYy
LO Spain about +hıs and other business. TIhe request W as granted

ftew Ca Jater when the Viceroy nton10 de endoza, actıng
instructions ftrom Prince Philip, assıgned the rents of the village

of Tetzcoco LO the Augustinians 57) Building of the monaster began
the feast of St Augustine, Aug 28th 154] Y with solemn CeI“6-

INONY attended by Al the ecclesiastical and cıvil dignitarıes 28)

The Growth o} the Missions

In the meantıme, while negotiatiıons wWeIte voing provide
tor the monastery In Mexico City, the friars WEeTle je(0)1 dlile Almost
immediately, the mi1sslonarles set OUt LO End suitable sıtes tor
establishing churches and preaching the ndians

The rst objective W as lay claim to the villages that they
wished evangelize, and begin the church and monastery ; the
preaching could NOt begin until the mısslonarıes had earned the
language of the reg1l1on. hat 15 not SaVYV, however, that N} Bap-
tiısms WEIC ministered instruction gıven, because certaın amount

could be one with the al of interpreter. The question of the
languages W as mMoOost Ser10us OI! the Indian tongues welIie Man Yy
and difficult with number of dialects within each language COIN-

plicating the problem. Ihe Augustinians mastered ten languages ın

56) UEVAS, Documentos ineditos del siglo XVI para la historia de M Exico
(Mexico,

57) (JARCIiA ICAZBALCETA, Opusculos V arios, (Mexico, 416
58) I!bid
59) VerYy good piıcture of the expansıon o# the Augustinian mM1sSSIONS 1S

found ıIn RICARD, La conquete spirituelle » y 02-95 &} the IMap the end
of thıs dissertation tor the location of the Augustinıan foundations In the sixteenth
century.
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the Varlıous reg1ons to which they ministered. his question 111 be
INnoOTre fully reated ıIn the ext chapter where the educational system
of the m1ss10nNs 111 be consıidered.

The Franciscans and Dominicans, wh WeTEe the CC nearly
ten earlier, had already occupied the maın routes of expansıon
branching Out trom Mexico City Ihe mission hield W as VEIY large,
however, and there were INanYy vacant Ca ın the reg10ns where
the z Orders had established themselves. TIhe Augustinians WEeIC

obliged, therefore, LO seek out these unoccupled 6Ca between the
established M1SsS10NS, and their expansıon W as necessarily somewhat
disorganızed because they could nNnOtL CONCeENntrate their eftorts 1ın an
ONn direction. In zeneral, 0)8( Ca trace three routes of expansıon.

TIhe Arst route went directly south of Mexico City toward the
eastern extremiıty of the present State of Guerrero, OCcupyıng the
reg1on between the Franciscan and Dominican ftoundations around
Puebla LO the east, an the Dominican mıss1ıon In eastern MOI‘C]OS

the west his first route W as taken immediately 1ın 1535 when
Francisco de Ia Cruz sent Jerönimo de San Eistehan an Jorge de
Avila ın the direction of the villages of Tlapa and Chilapa. hey
also chose sıtes along the WaVY ; Jorge de Avila decided LO SLOP
at Ocuituco where he Was then joined by Juan de San Romaän.
Ocuituco become the sıte of the rst Augustinian monastery 1n the
New World 60) Jerönimo de San Eisteban, accompanıe by Agustin
de Coruna, continued LO Chilapa, where they arrıved ın October
of 1533 Wi;thin yCar monasterıes and churches WEeTrTEe begun ın
Chilapa and Totolapan, an (070)81 afterward foundations wWEeIC estabh-
lished ın Yecapixtla, /acualpan, and Tlapa hiıs last W as the
southernmost polnt of that ute of expansıon for the time beıing,
but 1915 foundations continuedc LO be made In the A1ca between
Tlapa and Mexico City until late 1570

Ihe second route lay to the north and east of Mexico City
toward the Otomi ndians, ıIn the present State of Hidalgo, and
the Huastecs, ın the regıon where the States of Hıdalgo, San Uu1s
Potosi and Veracruz meet Here the Augustinians penetrated
between L[W. STOUDS of Franciscan mi1iss1lons ın Hıdalgo, but ıIn the
regıon of the Huastecs they had the field LO themselves and could
expand until they reached the arca inhabited by the Chichimecas.

80) his monastery ha unfortunate history. {t 11 be considere: ın the
A‘ifth chapter.
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{ hese latter WEeIC hostile tribe agaılınst whom the miıss1ıonarıes had
LO seek the protection of the cıvil ar his northern m1ıssıon W as

undertaken 1ın the chapter of 1536 Alonso de Borja W as sent with
IW other friars LO the Otomi ndians, and ın the amne VYCaI the
monastery at Atotonilco W as begun {} Shortly afterward, another
wWas ounded at Metztitlän. In this regıon there 15 st]] LO be Cech

today the grandiose on  nt of colman, on of the MOoOSsSt Out-

standıng of the Augustinian monasterles. TIhe other branch of the
northern miıssıon w as assıgned to Juan de Sevilla and nton10 de
Roa wh journeyed toward the Huastecs ın the Sierra Ita Sa omMme
of the foundations there WT Actopan, Tututepec, Molango and
Xilıtla.

TIhe third ro lay LO the westT, ınto the State of Vlichoacän,
ONe of the est of the Augustinian mı1ıssıon fields TIhe chapter of
153/ commissioned Juan de San Romän ancl Diego de Chävez
found monasterıes at ] iripetio and Ocuila } Here the Augustinilans
established line of houses amıidst the Franciscan foundations. TIhe
areca proved VETIYy ertile for evangelization, and between the
1550 and 1554 alone, at least S1X monasterles wWelIe begun, chiefly
under the direction of Alonso de la Vera (Cruz Cuitzeo, Yuri-
riapündaro (now called Y urirı1a), Guayangareo (also called Valla-
dolid and today known Morelia), Huango, Charo and Jacona 64)
These do not ınclude the houses established 1ın Tierra Caliente,
where the Augustinlilans WT the rst LO penetra(te, founding
monastery at Tacämbaro 1n 1538 The apostle of that dithicult miıss1on
W as Juan Bautista de Moya

ßl) SANTIAGO VELA, HHAHA: (May- June, 324
62) Juan de Sevilla. He Camne Mexico ın 536 where, other offices,

he wWas Prior Atotonilco tor (wenty « He wWas nephew of the ıllustrious
Juan de Sevilla, noted Augustinian religious leader ın Spain. Hıs death occurred
ın 1563 Ct RICARD, Etudes et documents, 35-151, No

Antonio de Roa Professed Burgos ın 1529, he arnle Mexico ın 12536,
where he died Sept | 1563 Ct ıbid., No | 9058 (ca 1595 of the Angelica
Library, KRome, SayS he wWas noted ascetic : during ent he had himselft bound

pillar and scourged ın the sight of thousands of ndians. He 183 buried 1ın
the chuch of San Agustin, Totolapa.

68) SANTIAGO VELA, HMHA: May-June ‚OM 334
6—4\) RIJALVA, cit.,; dad 11, chap. 5& Diego BASALENQUE, Historia de la

Pprovincıa de San Nicoläs de olentino de Michoacän (2nd ed Mexico,
l chap.s X11, XVI11.
85) Supra, nofte
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The monasterıes ounded ın thıs astounding sixteenth century
1Ss10N eftort werie frequently built orandiose scale. Many of
them still stand today, mMONUMEeNLS tO the ogrea ENCISY of the mM1S-
sıonarles, and SOINE aAIc sti]] occupied by friars of the ame Order
that built them. Among the Augustinian monasterıes today iınhabited
by friars of that Order omMe of the INOIC notable AI those of
Cuitzeo, Morelia and Y urirla, ın Michoacän.

Many of these structures AIc both massıve and S  S, with
churches built the aInle scale, and OoMMe of them sumptuously
ornamented 29} his ornamentatıon W as sometimes eXxcessIVve be-

ıt aid LOO heavy burden the ndijans. Ihe problem of
providing finances and labor for construction DaVvVe rıse LO

conflicts ong the ecclesiastical and cıvil authorities, conflicts that
shall consıder ın chapter five [9)  b ımpression Call easily

be created, however, by considering only the maJor monastıc build
iIngs, ocated tor the most part ın the larger cıtiıes, tor the tact
18 that not ll the monasterıes weIres buijlt ın such orandiose DID-?
portlions. ome WEeTlIC extremely POOTL, such the Augustinian foun-
dation ın Pahuatlän 7}

W hat 15 INOIC ımportant, however, 15 LO NOW what the aVCIagC
monastıc structure Wa  N ike an what PUrpDOSE ıT fulfiılled 1ın the
evangelization of the ndians. Ihe typical mıssiıon foundation 15
characterized by simplicıty and strength ıts construction Was imited
by the amateur talents of the friars wh often had to be their OW

architects and engıneers, and by the apprentice sle;]] of the ndians
wh earned the arts of building and ornamentatıon from the mM1s-
s1onarıes 68) Ihe moOst typical exican miss1ıon 1s composed of
Jarge OPCN yard called patıo, high single-nave church, an

two-floor CONvent built around cloister 69) Ihe massıve,
crenelated walls ot (0)991> mi1ss10Ns Z1Ves them quasi-military
apPpPCaTaAaNClc®l, not that they wWEerTrTe designed fortresses, but because
at times the monastery an church had LO SIV place of
refuge agaınst hostile attack by neighboring tribes, particularly 1ın

68) For photos and descriptions of mMan Yy of these places, ct SOL.  &,
Historia del Arte hispano-americano (Barcelona, 1935

67) RICARD, La conquete spirituelle » y chap. r Ba  1, 209-210
68) KUBLER, Mexican Architecture of the Sirteenth Century, Vols

(New Haven, 430-43 1
69) 1T OUSSAINT, Acolman (Mexico C6 B
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frontier 6a Viewed agaınst the background of primitıve Indian
village, these structures CVEeN today aD DCal LO be disproportionate
and eXcess1ıve, but regardıng them ıIn the light ot the times and
bearıng ın mmd the PDPDUTrDOSEC ftor which they wWEeIEC constructed, ON

must admire the CNHNCIQV, sk:il] and foresight of the friars. Ihe
Spanish miıssi1onarıes CaIne ftrom natıon which Was at that time
experlencing tremendous of CHNECIYY ıIn held of human
actıvity, and underlying all w as religi10us motivatıon sımilar LO the
spirıt which energized the great Crusades. Coming LO the New World
the friars WEeTIE inspired by relig10us 7ea] and by the Renaissance
forms and iıdeals which WeEeIEC then producing ıIn Spain OINeEe of the
MOoOSstT vital intellectual, religious and artıstıc achievments ot the „ 5°4
The actıvıty of the miıss]ıonarıles W as but refection of the INOTE

intense actıvıtles of their homeland. In carryıng OUuUt their construction
Program ın the mı1ıss1ıons of New Spain, the friars directed theır
eftorts owards building something worthy, lasting and usetful, OINE-

thing that would be contribution LO the civilization, ell
the evangelization, of the ndians.

TIhe sixteenth cCentury exican miı1ıss1ıon wWas not conceived
merely place a preaching ancl baptizing ; ıt W as

designed the center of Christian communıty, the heart of
social] organısm. In founding monasterıes, the friars WeIEe NOtL sımply
providing homes tor themselves and place of worship ; they
included ın theiır plans aC«E suıtable for carryıng works of
charity, and education, !] of which wWeIEe regarded
integral Dart of the mı1ıssıon eftort. complete monastıc building
included schools for both basıc education and traınıng in technical
arts and musıcC, hostel, infırmary, and sometimes foundling ome
The work of maıntaınıng these actıvıtıes wWas performed by the
ndians who werTre expected to partıcıpate 1ın them exercıse
of vıirtue an ea of formation 1ın the Christian ıte ‘} The
miısslonarıes sought not only LO CONVvert the natıves, but also LO
ENCOUTAZE the development of Christian customs and useful actıvıties
within the communliıty. Iwo of the INOTe noted eftorts of this kiınd
were the so-called hospitals of Santa Fe, OIl ecar Mexico City
an the other ın Michoacän, designed by Vasco de Quiroga around
1535 and conducted with the assıstance of the Augustinians }

KUBLER, cıt., Vol 1, 221-226
71) RICARD, La conquete spirituelle » s chap. n B  . 191-193
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typıcal miıssıon structure of the sixteenth Century and
excellent example of the est art and architecture of the period
1S the Augustinian monastery of colman, built ın 1560 %2) The
most noteworthy single artıstic element of thıs ımpressive building
18 the magnificent plateresque facade, work of art comparable
to an Spaniısh church art of the amne time and style. Acolman
became model ın Mexico tor similar structures Ihe orea church
15 of the typical single-nave design with riıbbed gothic vault OVETI

the santuary. ÄAbove the altar stands elaborate seventeenth CEe1N-

Lury retable, while the sanctuary walls ATre decorated with marvelous
frescoes. Adjoining the church 18 the large CONnventit, typically COIN-

structed iın z Hoors around cloister, but distinctive 1n ıts beautiful
Renaissance style with arches an columns of delicately ewn stone,
and colorful murals the walls of the cloister. Lying OPDPCH
ın front of this architectural masterplece 15 the patıo, ın the center
of which stands finely chiselled TOSS, ON of the MOST
beautiful ın Mexico.

ention has already een made of the fertility of Michoacän
tor mı1ıss1ıon work TIhe eventual result of the expansıon there W as

the formation of second Augustinian provınce ın Mexico 7 TIhe
negotlations, begun ın 1585 wWeIiIe brought tO conclusion ın 1602

March I7 by Miguel de 0osa Ihe Nne provınce, with the
title of St Nicholas of T olentine, included ll the houses ın the
bishoprics of Michoacän an Guadalajara.

{t 111 be of interest to Ir y discover what W as the number
of foundations made by the Augustinians ın the sixteenth century
We ave already noted that ın 1559 there WEeT®e 4() houses ın
Mexico %) hat figure represented ıncrease of z  ®] 1ın the
intervenıng after 19555 when the Viceroy Uu1s de Velasco made

declaration defending the Augustinilans’ title to Varıous toun-
dations he had listed ©) Ihe ext avaılable figure 15 ftound ın
about the YCal 1573 when Juan Adriano stated that there WT

12) FOI’ description and historical account, ct 1 OUSSAINT, Acolman .
Also SANTIAGO VELA, HHA\, May- June, 921 320-334 plan ot the

197structure Ca be SeeN ın RICARD, La ( conquete spirituelle » y

STEBAN GARCIA, .rÖöniıca de la Provincia Agustiniana del Santisımo Nombre
de Jesüs de Mexico. Libro Quinto, edited by Santiago Vela (Madrid, 1918), chap.

74) Supra, note

16) CF ‚ANTIAGO VELA, HAHHA. (May- June, 921), 335-3236
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monasterıles, each serving five 81 villages 76) He spoke of
three houses ıIn Mexico City San Agustin, San Sebastiän and
San Pablo Hıis figure, 185 noticeably small increase fOI' period
of fourteen CAals, that 1S, only INOTEe houses than there WEeIC 1n
1559 Perhaps the TCASON 1S tound ın the fact that, that period of
tourteen W as 0)91 of iınternal disturbance [9)  g the
Augustinian friars. Ihe nature of this strife 311 be considered ın
chapter four W hatever IMaYy ave een the 16eAaSON for the decrease
ıIn rate of expansıon, the ext statıstıc avaılable indicates
increase. On the rst of April 1579 Pedro Suarez de kscobar

LO the King to complain of the Viceroy Martin Ennriquez
wh had Many times indicated that ıt W as the 111 of the Kıng
that the Augustinians reduce the number of theiır monasterıles from

LO 77) his high rate of expansıon 185 confirmed OINeE Ca
later ıIn document wrıtten CIrca 1595 ©) Here ıt 18 stated that
the number of houses W as 7 all having at least tour five friars,
and complete observance of cloister and the regular ıfe {£ the

16) CF CUEVAS, Historia de la glesia Mexico, (3rd edition : Paso,
Texas, 163 His SOUTCE 18 ACH 0221

Juan Adriano Born at Alcäzar de Consuegra and professed ın Granada, he
ame Mexico ın 557 He taught Scripture at the University of Mexico and
served ıIn his Order ın INAan Y high offıces, twıce Provincial. Hıs death occurred
on May 9. 1593 @} RICARD, FEtudes et documents, 135-151, No BIA,

25-26
17) CUEVAS, Documentos A  Ine  ditos, 309-312 Ihe PUrpos«e behind the

eduction ın the number of monasteriıes W as have the religious gıve place
the secular clergy.

Pedro Suarez de Escobar, Iso called the Medellin, the place of hıs birth
He went Mexico child and made hıs profession there, June 29, 1541 He
was äa student of Alonso de la Vera Cruz He became Doctor at the University
of Mexico and held the chair of Scripture there Chosen be Bishop of Guadala-
jara ın 1 590, he died before consecratıon ar Tlayacapan In 1591 He spoke the
Mexican language, Nahuatl. CT CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos, vV1l1. RICARD,
Etudes et documents, 135-151 No 83 BIA, VII 608-610 Agustin de Car-
vajal, the wriıter oft Ms 058 (ca 595 of the Angelica Library, Rome, tolio |106v,
speaks of himselft secretary Pedro Suarez de F,scobar when the latter was

Provincial. He relates that Fray Pedro, ftor twenty-eight before his death,
ate but ‚07}81 mea|l day and partook oft meat, fish CyeS, [1OT drank wıne.
He slept bare board and always sed haiırshırt and the discipline. Fven whiıle
he wWas Provincial he relaxed these mortifications.

18) Angelica Library, Rome, 958, fo 106 his document Was wriıtten
around the yCar 1595 : complete description Ca be SCCH 1n the introductory

the SOUTICES.
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figures for the number ot houses Arl aCCura an they probably
arc, they indicate VEIY rapıd growth. Such sudden expanslıon
Canl be explained several SCOICS Atter the period of internal
disturbance already mentioned, there would ave een He

AHourish of ECENECISVYV after vood order W as re-established. Furthermore,
Alonso de la Vera Cruz returned from Spain 1n 15/753, and hıs

doubt brought greater vitality the Proviınce z9)
The potentialities for expansıon also became greater the INall-

increased reintorcements continued LO arrıve regularly from
Spain. When Ihomas of ıllanova W as agaın elected Provincial of
Castile ın 1534 he immediately began make arrangements tor
the second of miı1ss1onarıes tor Mexico. He chose friars
and sent t+hem oft with regret that hiıs office prevented hım from
jJoınıng them ; OlIl' of the members of the W as tormer
noviıtlate companıon of his, Francisco Kodriguez %S) TIhey arrıved
at San Juan de ua the 7th of Sept et 1n 1535 Ihe
saıintly Provincial sent Out the third less than VCal later

them W as Alonso de la Vera Cruz } Besides the adclhition
in 997 comıng from Spain, the Proviınce ın Mexico gained
recruılts from the population 1n Mexico itself. Ihe Creoles, that 1S,
Mexicans orn of Spanish parents, werTrTe readily received ınto the
ÖOrder while the mest1zos, those of mixed blood wWeTlI€e not

rule considered suıtable candıdates. Ihe attıtude with regard to
the ndians 18 less clear : ıt apPCalIs that they wWere accepted ınto
t+he sem1nary and there 15 record of z Indian members of the
Augustinıan Order 5 [{he rst Creole Provincial Wa  CN ntonıo0 de
Mendoza, elected 1ın 1581 3

7B) Cf RI  LVA, cıt (2nd print. ; Mexı1co, 1924), Edad {11, chap. XXX111,
37 He speaks ot the oundations made by Vera Cruz in hıs tourth term

Vicar-Provincial 1ın 5753 @} Iso Matias E.SCOBAR, Americana T’hebaida
(Mexico, chap. XXIX, 344346

80) ANTIAGO VELA, Capitulo de la segunda mısion qu«ec fasÖ Mexico, HHA,
XINV (July-Aug., 62-67

Bl) Supra, chap.
82) BASALENQUE, C: chap. V, 130-131 He speaks of the

ability ot INan y ot the Indian students. He haı SCEI] this himself 398 the
estudents ın San Agustin, Mexico City, and 1ın T iripetio. Some oft them ha: been
ordaine: priests. « Los Naturales... han Ordenado de Sacerdotes, siendo IMu

CapaCcCcS OE {t 15 not clear whether he secular prlests Augustinlans, but
shall 3E  ' later ın Chapter 88| that these WEeEeIC SOINEC Indian Augustinlans.
BS) GRIJALVA, cıt (2nd edition : Mexico, 924), dad chap. 11, 531
Antonı1o de Mendoza Born ın Mexico CHY, hıs parents wWEeItc |_uis Marin
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[t 1S difficult LO discover exactly how INMany friars there WEeIC

1ın the provınce of Mexico at the en of the sixteenth century, but
ıt apPpPCaTrs that the number ziven ın 1559 that 1S, 212 W as nearly
tripled *7} Ihe basıs f01‘ calculation 18 the manuscrı1pt of the Angelica
Library already mentioned 1n this chapter. Ihe number of relig10us
gıven for San Agustin ın Mexico City alone 15 150 In that monastery
and S1X other major houses the total 15 345 friars %) TIhe wriıter
of the manuscript adds that a ]] the other monasterıes had four
five friars, according LO the number of ndians LO be cared for
Such being the Casc, the s total tor the Wh016 provınce would
aAve een about 605 59 kven allowing tor OINeE degree of CXAS-
geratıon, especilally ın the statemen that vVe monastery had four

five religious, and remembering that t+hese numbers include PTITO-
fessed students, the figures sti!] indıcate remarkable orowth for
1ssıon and

The Spirit o} +he Missionaries

It 18 significant that saınt, { homas of illanova, had much
to do with the beginnings of the mM1sSsS10NSs to the New World It 18
of particular interest that, at tiıme when the Church 1n Lurope
W as suffering wholesale defection, the Augustinilan mi1ssıonarıes,
setting Out LO Wın He lands tor the Church, had the advantage
of the gyuidance and assıstance of } much interested 1n the
preservatıon of orthodoxy an v0o0od discipline. hat Ihomas of
iıllanova Was largely responsible tor the SUCCESS of the mı1ss1ons
18 attested LO by the m1ss10nNaAarıes themselves. Alonso de la Vera
Cruz, publishing OI of his philosophical works, the Physica SfPEC-
culatio, 1n 1557 dedicated ıt to Ihomas, then Archbishop of Va-

and [Dona Maria de Mendoza. He Wäas nrofessed In Mexico City, March 1551
I wo bothers of hıs WEOEIC Augustinians also, Jerönimo Marin and [_.uis Marin
Antonio spoke both the exıican and the Chichimecan languages. He died in
July of 581 Ct RICARD, Ftudes et documents, 493151 No 15

84) Supra, note

85) MS 058 (ca 1595 otf the Angelica Library, Rome, tol 106 JIlhe figures
ATEe gıven ollows: San Agustin, Mexico City 150; San Agustin, Puebla
60 ; (GGuayangareo (Morelia) 40 ; Santa Maria de Gracl1a, Guadalajara 25 San
Agustin, Qaxaca /acatecas 20; Colegio San Pablo professed
students of theology.

86) (houses) times (frıars) 260 ; plus 345 605
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lencia * In the dedication, he recalled how [{ homas of Villanova,
Provincıial of Castile, had guided by hiıs etters the formation

of the 116° provınce of Mexico, an how he had een interested
ın the establishment of studies there.

An earlier and INOTE interesting testimony 15 provided in letter
written tO {Ihomas of ıllanova by Jerönimo de San Esteban,
Oet 97 1539 =) Ihe letter 15 kind of report wrıtten with almost

boyısh enthusiasm for the He mıss1ıon held He began by thanking
IThomas tor hıs interest ın an help the M1SsS10NS, sayıng that
their thanks should be wrıtten ın etters of vold, even ıIn the
missionaries' z blood, ıf that WOEIC PrODECT, ın order LO show
that they CaImne from the heart )) He spoke of the already
made an of the discovery of He lands LO evangelize. hen he
gaVC CUr10Us account of distant and described LO h1m by
French Francıscan ho, the VCal Drev1o0us, had travelled 165 miles
CIOSS the COUNLrYy an another 198 miles through desert to arrıve at

VEeEIrIYy populous and with rehned people wh ave enclosed
cıtıes and large houses, who wWwWealr shoes and eather buskıns, and
INanYy WEa cloth of silk reaching LO the teet. do NnOot wrıte about
the richness of the ancl because he SaVyYS much that oes not
SCECIH credible Y thıs the friar himselt old In that he Sa temple
of their gods whose walls both insıde and Out WEEeIC covered with
prec10us stones ; | think he sa1ıd emeralds. hey Sa LOO, that ın
the and urther ın, there AI camels an elephants : . whom
the oreed of gold has caused to wander along the South Sea (the
Pacific) Sa y that Cal that and they ave COIMNE uDOonN very rich
islands of the amne people and reinement 9

81) T’his book wWas actually composed SOIMN«Ee earlier ; I homas of Villanova
ha died z betore the publication. Ihe Latın text of the dedication 15
found ın BOLANO ISLA, Contribuciön al estudio biobibliogräfico de Fray
Alonso de la Vera Cruz (Mexico, 27-129

SB) (GJARC1A [CAZBALCETA, Nueva colecciön de documentos Para la historia
de Mexico, (Mexico, 194-195 For biographical notfe ot Jerönimo de San
Esteban, ct P  > ote

89) « tıerra mMUuYy poblada de gente de mucha policia que tiene cıiıudades
cercadas, grandes P calzan zapatos barcequies de muchos
vesten D' de seda hasta los pıes, De la r1ıqueza de la tıerra escr1bo, POTITQqUC
dice qU«C arcce creible : :SLIO dijo e| M1ısmMmOo fraile, qUu«cC VI1O templo
de SUS idolos qQU«C dentro fuera tenla cubiertas las paredes de piedras prec10sas;
plenso dijo esmeraldas. Tambien dicen QqQU«C la tıerra MmMAas adentro hay
camelos elefantes : hombres quıen la codicia de OTO ha traido POT
ste Mar de] SU dicen haber topado Junto Or aquella tıerra islas MUYV r1cas de
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Jerönimo de San Eisteban explained that he related these things
ıIn order LO show TIhomas of illanova how pleasıng LO God ıt
was LO PTOCUTE miısslıonarıies LO work ın and blessed. Many
INOTE wWeIC needed ; the 11 QUD, just arrıved month before
he were already assıgned LO their DOSts 99

W hat SOTrT of INe wer«e these Augustinian triars, an what
motives did they ave ın zoing LO the distant mıssıon lands In the
New World Seeing that they wWer®:e inspired by saıntly leader 1ın
Spain, on might SUPPOSE that they were motivated by the highest
spiritual iıdeals. And there 18 ample evidence LO show that such
was the Case.,.

The friars in Mexico WeICcC under the infÄluence of
of reform which W as then enveloping ll of the Augustinian -
nasterlies ıIn Spain. f wWas da MOVeEeMeEeNnNT which had ecen set foot
nearly a hundred previously DYy Juan de Alarcön, ho, ın
143] W as z1ven permiıssıion by the General of the Order tO establish

monastery dedicated to stricter rule of ıfe referred LO the
observance )) , his monastery, later called Los Santos, wWwWas tound-

ed at Villanubla about S1IX and half miles trom Valladolid 22) Ihe
reform gradually spread out LO form congregatıon embracıng
Duenias, Valladolid an Arenas. By degrees the mMOovement SICW,
and enveloped, after SOINeE difficulties, the monastery at Salamanca,
the heart of the Augustinian Order ıIn Spain 1n the sixteenth CE6IMN-

LUury 92) Throughout that century the retform continued to spread
and LO absorb nearly al the houses ın Spain. The mMmOovement W as

not always peaceful and unopposed July I3 1568 Pope 1US
sent brief LO authorize the reform of the Province of Aragon 93)

la mısma policia )) IM hiıs letter is taken from Miguel SALON, ida
milagros del Padre de los nobres, Santo T omäs de V illanueva. reprinted by
Benito de Aste Madrid, 1670), chap. XIV.

90) Ihe INECINOTY of the infÄuence of St I homas de Villanova 1s stil] preserved
ıIn Mexico today. The saintly friar ha fostered devotion the Blessed Mother ın
the mM1ss10Ns, especially under the titles of Our Lady of Grace, and Our Lady of
Divine Succour. Today, ın the church of San Agustin, Morelia, there 18 venerated

statue otf the Madonna, ıth the latter title, believed have been SCNT to Mexico
four hundred „ 8°4 by TIhomas of Villanova.

91) 1 omaäas ERRERA, Historia del convento de San Agustin de Salamanca
(Madrid chaps. n b  111 and 1V.

92) SANZ ASCUAL, C! 55-57 305
93) printed CODY 18 found 1n the Bibliotheque Nationale, Parıs, 3725

of the Fondo Espanol, fols 226-227
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Roderico de Solis Prior of San Agustin ın Seville, W as LO take
fiıfty friars of Castile an Andalusia LO preach the observance
ın Aragon and appoınt NnNe superi0rs, and eCO0o LO be ha
LO the secular ar 1 NECESSATY. TI he religi0us of the Province of
Aragon, wh had resisted al DITEVIOUS eftorts of reform, WeTe thus
brought into line with the help of Papal mandate.

Ihe amne spiırıt of reform wWas brought Mexico by the m1s-
slonarıles. VCal after their arrıval, Francisco de la Cruz called the
Trst meetıing of the triars at Ocultuco, the feast of Corpus Christı,
June 1534 A TIhey TCW OINne rules I® regulate both religio0us
discipline and the mı1ıssiıon work. In spite of the obvious difficulties
of observing regular discipline, they decreed that Office should be
recited In OININON, and eVEN when only ON relig10us W as ın the
house, he should recıte the Office in choir. Matins WEeEeIC LO be
chanted at midnight, the Hours In the morning, and Vespers and
Compline at three 1n the atternoon. [Iwo hours of mental pTrayerl
were prescribed fOI' VEIY day OL atter Matins, the other after
evening Prayers. Mass W as to be celebrated only when clean an
decent place W as available, and the full rıtes of Baptism and the
Fucharist VGL to be observed with &” 08 3 Most interesting of al
Was the regulation statıng that (0170)8! the ndians had finished
sayıng the Hours, the prlest W as to begin Mass How grea must
aAave een the desire of those DIOUS INne iıntegrate the ıfe of
the Indian communıiıty into the liturgical worship, when they PTIO-
posed LO teach the natıves how recıte the Office TIhe Augustin-
lans were especlally noted tor their solicitude for the spirıtual wel-
fare of the ndians. They (( aAaTre perhaps, of the three ÖOrders, those
wh had the MOST conhidence In the spiriıtual capacıtıes of the
ndians #) Ihey NOT only advocated the administration of all the
Sacraments, especılally ın the disputes about whether not the

84) REZ ÄRRILUCEA, Los Agustinos Mexico el siglo XVI, ın
La Ciudad de Dios, (191 265-268 Hls SOUTCE 15 the hronicle of Grijalva,
Fdad 1, chap.

95) ((( SONLT peut-etre, des tro1s Ordres, celui quı faıt la plus conflance
au capacıtes spirituelles des Indiens » RICARD, La C conquete spirituelle » , 132
Ricard notes, however, that, ıke the other religious, the Augustinians
accepted the Indians tor the priesthood religious ıte Ct chap. V,
and {L, chap. V1l Hıs statement, however, 18 NnOt true, have already
SSCECN above, otfe 82, where ıt 1S indicated that Indian students WOIC trained 1n
Augustinı]an semiınarıes, and probably Iso professed 1n the Augustinian Order
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Eucharist and Fxtreme Unction should be gıven the natıves, but
they SVn inıtiated +he ndians ın the doctrine of the mystical ıte

Ihe superl10rs In Spain were interested ın preserving the reform
movement NOL only at ome, but In Mexico ell On May
1540 the Provincial of Castile, ntonio de Villasandino, and his
tour Definitors sent CODY of the decrees of the Chapter of |)uenas
LO the friars ın Mexico 793 hey WEeTI®e directed to use OaIsc cloth
for ll theiır garments, GCVOCH those ext the skin, LO employ the
discipline three days week, nOt tOo use ma theır beds
without specıial permissıon, LO travel foot and WeaT only shoes
of hemp sandals, and to meditate for z half-hour periods day
We ave SCECH that the missiıonarles ha already adopted SOINE

striıcter rules than these, when, tor example, they decided twOo

full hours of meditation daily Ihe directives from Castile contained
also decrees studies and lengthy instructions ıIn regard to the
office of vicar-provinclal, the superl1o0r ın Mexico. Another ıtem of
particular iınterest W as the decree statıng that the missionarles WEeIC

not accept hold rents, anything similar. An obvious difficulty
almost immediately ın regard LO that : ıt has already een

mentioned that the Viceroy assigned the rents of the village of
Tetzcoco the Augustinian Order tor the building of San AÄgustin
ın Mexico City. The question LO mind did the mi1ssl1onarıes
choose LO 1gnore the decree from Spain, see1ıng that they could
not SUrvıve without the rents TIhe fact 15 Just t+he opposıte.

Just ten Ca later, Aprıil 14 1550 the Provincial of Castile,
Francisco Serrano, wrote reply difficulty submitted by Alonso
de la Vera Cruz June '‚ 1549 when Vera Cruz w as Vicar-
Provincial 1ın Mexico 97) TIhe difficulty W as that the missionarles
WEeIc troubled () VT the fact that they held the encomienda of letz-
COCO they wanted LO NOW i$ they could let the rents and resort

to begging tor theır sustenance. Ihe Spanish provinclal, after CON-

sulting his definitors, advised them abide by the decision approved
al the Chapter of Toledo, that 1S, (9) aCcCcept the rents, and follow
the example of the I)ominicans In that respectT. TIhe friars should
live according the strict (0)08808810)78! ife but nOt ad an novelties
ın the WaYy of begging. TIhe Provincıal added urther that certaın

96) ‚ANTIAGO VELA, AÄcerca de observancıas la Provincia de Mexico, AHHA\,
AIV (July-Aug., 69-78

97) ‚ANTIAGO VELA, HHA\, X VI Sept.-Oct., 216-219
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alms sought of the King by the miısslonarles had een granted S an
In V1ECEW of the fact that In spıte of holding the rents, they st11 ha
tOo seek extra aıd of the Kıng, ıt would be doubly unwiıse to relin-
quish the encomienda. hen kind of compensatıon tor t+his
refusal of the wishes of the m1ssiıonarıes, the Provincial granted
Vera YU7zZ the permiıssıon he ha: requested LO advance three lay
brothers to the priesthood. But such permissıon W as not be
sought iın the future 73

It 18 amply clear from the above that the Augustinian friars
ın Mexico WOCIEC inspired by the hıghest religious iıdeals and dis
interested motives. T heir partıcıpation ın the m1ss10nNs cannot be
ascribed LO baser motives of selfishness (37 desire of material gaıln,
although in the subsequent chapters, there 11 be Occasıon LO speak
of OINE aVC indiscretions and individual faults which might cast
doubts the integrity of the mı1ısslonarlıes. [t 15 faır an aCccurate
judgment IO Sa Y that these religious were inspired solely by the
desire LO SIV'! God the Church, and their King, ın the Conversıon
of the ndians.

( HAPTER 88|

The Contribution of Alonso de la Vera UZ
to the Intellectual Life of LEarly Mexico

Vera Cruz Educator

|$ ON WEeTr® to sinzgle OÖut any ON aspect of the work of the
Augustinians characteristict of their M1SS10NAary eftort iın sixteenth
century Mexico, iıt would be the aspect of education. We ave
already mentioned briefly ıIn the second chapter something of the
traınıng g1ven to the ndians 1n christian doctrine, ıIn the liturgical
and spirıtual ife but ere are concerned with formal education,

98) An interesting tem ın this letter, and subsequent OIl!'! by the 3A IN“

Provincial, Francisco Serrano, dated June 1550, 18 hıs commMent about Alonso
de Orozco. his celebrated religious, later beatified, had set out Join his COIl-

freres ıIn Mexico. VWbhile he W as awaltıng, at T enerite, ın the Canary slands, the
ship that wWwWas CONVEY him the New World, he fell 11 and w as torced
retiurn Spain where doctors advised him that he could not agaın attempt the
Jjourney. hıs occurred probably ın 547 Ct ANTIAGO VELA, bid

Alonso de Orozco died ın 1591, and wWas beatihied ın 188  D Ct BIA, VI, 96-1
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EVECN higher education. T heir contribution ın thiıs held 18 summed
by recent writer, when he SaySs that

The religi0us hérmivts of the Augustinian Order served ın
mMOstT important Wa the of civılization ıIn New Spain, tor
not only WOeTIC they ardent workers ın the evangelization of the
natıves of unınstructed lands, but also they made themselves diftusors
of Spanish culture and venerable masters of schools which they
ounded Car e for the education of the natıves }

The importance of education ha een clear ıIn the miıind of
t+he (( Padre enerable )) , Francisco de la Cruz, when he persuaded
Alonso Gutiegrrez, then professor at Salamanca, LO Joın the August-
in1ıan mi1ssı0onarles. his work of Alonso de la Vera (TrUZ. tor
which hıs NaImnle would be most revered In ftuture agCS, must ave
begun shortly after his arrıval ıIn Mexico City In 1536 He wWas

NnNOvıce at the tıme, but he w as already employed In teaching both
candıdates for the Augustinlan Order and probably other students

ell As SOONMN he completed hıs yYcCal of noviıtlate, he W as made
Master of novıces, office which he held for three ca 100)'

AÄpart from t+he novıtılate, there existed school ın the monastery
of San AÄgustin, doubtless the rst of ıts kıind ın Mexico. his school
W as ounded plan of education much wider than that of the
Franciscan mı1sslonarıles, wh.: reserved education, ap from relig10us
instruction, LO the onNns of the noble Indian families. The school ıIn
San Agustin, called Colegio de] Nombre de Jesüs, offered COUTSCS

ıIn reading, wriıting, and Latın LO Al wh wished LO COHIC; whether
Spanıish, Creoles ndians 101) {t 18 not known ıIn what YCalr the
school wWas ounded, what part Vera Cruz INaYy ave played ın
ıts establishment. It probably COIMME ınto existence not long betfore

99) ROBLES, Fray Alonso de la Vera C ruz Los libros del Ima (Mexico,
V1l De INanera ımportantisıma SIrvieron la la civilizacıon

Nueva Espana los religiosos eremıiıtas de la Orden Agustinıana, qUC
solamente fueron los operar10s EerVOoOrOoOSsSoSs la evangelizacion de los naturales
de tıerras indoctrinadas, SINO GqUuU«cC tambien constituyeron los ditusores
de la cultura hispana los Maestros venerables de las escuelas QqU«C fundaron
Para atender Ia educacıiön de los aborigenes ı\ W

100) RIJALVA, cıt (2nd prınt. ; Mexico, F dad chap. X1; 588
101) RICARD, La « conquete spirituelle » , 261-262 We do nOot INecan

ontest the fact that the Franciscans ounded the first olegio ın Mexico. Ct
STECK, M., El fprımer colegio de Ämeöerica Santa ( ruz de Tlaltelolco

Mexico City,
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1537 1n which yYCal the Augustinians addressed petıtion LO Limperor
Charles behalf of the Rı schoo! 102) Ihey explained +hat

certaın Bartolome de Morales had eft legacy LO found school
al San Agustin, but because the legacy W as VEIY small and there
W as eed tOo expand thiıs ımportant project, Confraternity of the
Holy Name of Jesus wWas ounded SPDONSOT the school. Further-
IMNOTe, they requested 271a from t+he royal rents LO assıst them.
The SLAaLUtLEeSs of the Confraternity Arl listed at the en of the petıition,
and OIl of them specifies that the funds WOEIC LO be managed by
the lay officials of the Confraterniy. Among the sıgners of this letter
aAre Alonso de la Vera Cruz, Master of T’heology, and the famous
Miguel LÖöDez de Legazpl.

TIhe EeEXaCc natiure of the school 15 nOot known. Was it intended
LO be general educational project f01' lay students, did ıt ave
the INOTE particular aım o# providing seminary, especlally tor
aspırants LO the Augustinian Order Perhaps both WEeTI®

combined ın the ame school, Was the ase at T iripetio ın
Michoacän, ounded few ca later. his much at least 15 certaın
there W as sem1ınary ın Mexico City, at San Agustin, and ndians
attended class there. TIhe chronicler Basalenaue, ın speaking of the
natıves students, S5SaySs, Iknew 1ın tiıme other students ın
Mexico San Agustin), wh DaVeC VeEerYy good acCcount of them-
selves. __ And being VeErYyY capable, they ave een ordained
priıests 103) He oes not specify whether they became secular
priıests religious, but at least SOINE of them wWeI®e members of the
Augustinian Order Notice 18 found of tw. Indian Augustinians who
were sSenTt to Spain, probably for studies 104). f 18 not likely that

l02) CDI Ist, 45-148 Letter sent by the Augustinians Hıs Majesty
the Fimperor torm Mexi1co, Dec | 537 Ihe original 18 found ın l.,
Mexico 280 his same document 18 edited by (CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos del
siglo XVI para la historia de M6egxico (Mexico, 1914), 86-88 { here 1S SOINE

difterence between these [WwW. editions regards the of the laymen wh
signed the letter. Ihe original ın Seville has not been consulted.

108) BASALENQUE, cıt., chap. V, 130-131 « Yo CONOCI mı
tiıempo OtTrOS estudiantes Mexico, qUuU«C daban MU buena cuenta.. han
Oordenado de Sacerdotes, siendo INUYy CaPDaCces ; A He adds CUr10uUs note the
eftect that the Indians dic nOot take the Mass W1NEe very ell because ıt
disturbed their heads

1 04) Series Dd, Regesta Patrum Generalium, Augustinian General Archive,
Rome Hencetorth thiıs serı]es ll be noted simply Ihe following aTre the
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INanYy of them went TOo Spain NC normally not S6CVEen the Creoles
WeTITC sent Out of Mexico for of study There WaYy
of telling how Man y Indian Augustinlans there INaYy ave ecen Ihe
chroniclers aAare strangely sılent this poın Very likely the natıve
candidates WEOEIC only accepted the early ca when the eed
of prıests W as VeEry and the Spanish population Was nOot

large enough LO supply sufficient VOoCcCatıons
How long did the Colegio del Nombre de Jesüs cCONLN to

function We do nNnOL NOW, but few later, 1541
Father Genera|] Jerome Deripando BaV his approval tO the actıyıll1e5

of the Confraternity 100) AÄAnd Miguel LönDez de Legazpl W as sti]]
hermano a  O of this Confraternity 1564 when he led

| $ the chronicler mentioned aboveexpedition To the Philippines 106)
W as referring LO thiıs school] when he spoke of Indian eImn  ans,

then ıT W as stil] existence hundred ca later Z for he wWwTrolie
644
Apart trom hıs duties master of NOVIC®ES, do nNnOotL NOW

what teaching assıgnmen(ts Vera ('ruz INaYy ave had at San Agustin,
but 1E MaYy be safely presumed that he W as the chief professor
t+he Colegio0 Hıis work the field of higher education began

only reterences thus tar discovere: which speak of Indian members o# the
Augustinian Order

| fo 60v July 26 539 Naples he Father General Jerome Seri-
pando renewed the etter:  s  3 by his predecessor Frater Andrea, ( Indus » ,

who W as returnıng hıs
Since the 1551011 Mexico only began 533 it remarkable LO Gn

Indian not only member of the Augustinian Order, but L.urope at

early date 1 € thıs WEeTiIEe the only evidence, 0)8l might suspect mistake, but
there Iso the following

fo| 191 March 56/ Rome The Father General Christopher
of Padua granted LO Frater Petrus de Angelis, C Indus », ECTIINISSION return
c ad Indorum partes, ubi oriundus est », and reImNaın « apud SU OS COMNSaI-

ZU1NECOS » ıth the faculty of Sayıng Mass and hearing confessions but ubject
LO the approval of the local Ordinary subsequent nofıce tol 28
indicates however, that he di: not return Mexico, but became affıliated
the Province of Sardinia. hat W as 577

It 3 be noted that the word ( Indus » nOot used ı an but these z
and ıT used reter the creoles Furthermore, the CXPICSSIONS partes
NCdOruUum » and « partes Indiae C Indiarum always reter Mexico thıs

SCI1€6S

105) | fto 02v
105) ANTIAGO VELA HHA X I1 (March-April 920) 197
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1540 when he wWas gyıven the job of founding the provincıal house
of studies at Tiripetio ıIn Michoacän 107). The Vicar-Provincial, Jorge
de Aviıla who wWwWas elected ıIn that SaIne VCal, chose J irıpetio because
the monastery, with fine church, had just een completed, and
the ocation enjoyed 8681818 quıiet and tranquillity than the monastery
ıIn Mexico City.: Furthermore, 1t provided fine center of operatıons
tor the mıss1ıon work ın Michoacän.

The m1ıss1ıon endeavor ın Michoacän ha begun ın 1537 when
Juan de Alvarado. brother of the conquistador Pedro de Alvarado
and holder of the encomiıenda of T iripetio, had petitioned the
Viceroy ntonio de Mendoza LO send hxm OINeE of the Augustinian
friars 108) TIhe invıtation W as accepted by the Vicar-Provincial
Nicoläs de Agreda an he appointed Juan e San Romän and Diego
de Chavez LO make the foundation al Tiripetio 109) TIhe miıssion
included fine school an hospital which provided models for future
toundations by the Ahrst Bishop of Michoacän Vasco de Quiroga.
The schoo] Was combination elementary and tracle school, ON

of the est of ıts kind ın the exican m1ss1o0ns 110) Indian children
began at the ApcC of eight to learn readıng and writing, t+he serving
of Mass, sıngıng and playıng of iınstruments. For trades, they welie

taught sculpture, paıntıng, pottery, metalwork, an: stonecutting lll)
The founding of school of higher studies wWas entrusted LO

Alonso de la Vera Cruz : he W as appointed LO teach both philo-
sophy and theology for Augustinian semiınarlans, according to
PrOoOgTram of studies established by the provinclal of Castile 112). his

101) BASALENQUE, CiHt.; B chap. W

IOB) BOLANO [SLA, Conribuciön al estudio biobibliogräfico de Fray Alonso de
la Vera Cruz Mexico, 1947), DU

109) Diego de Chävez (de Alvarado, de San Miguel) wWwWas the SO of (jarcia
Alvarado and Teresa de Osma, born Badajoz. He entered the Augustinian
Order 1ın Mexico, made his novıtıjate under Juan de San Romaän, and wWas PIO-
tessed Dec 21. 536 Alonso de la Vera Cruz wWwWas NOvıce at the same time.
He worked tor INanYy ın Michoacän and spoke T arascan. When Juan Ar
Ovando wanted to make Vera Cruz Bishop of Michoacän, he efused and
suggested Diego de Chävez tor the DOst, but the latter died shortly afterward at
Valladolid (Morelia) ın A Ct DE PUENTE, cıt., I1 chap.s
(jARCi1A [CAZBALCETA, Biografias, RICARD, Ftudes et documents, 135:151,

ANTIAGO VELA, HMAA. IN (Nov.-Dec., 3072
llD) RICARD, La « conquete spirituelle » , 252
lll) BASALENQUE, Cit., @ chap. 1V. L.SCOBAR, cıt., 46-149
112) In the sSamne yYCafrl, 1540, May 6, the Provincial of Castile Antonio de
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school] w as INOTE than semiınary, however, for there WEeI«c also
lay students ın attendance. One of the mMOST noted students of Vera
Cruz w as nton10 Huitzimengari Mendoza Caltzontzin, the SO

of the last King of Michoacän, ON of the mMoOst powertful of the
Indian rulers before the Spanish Con  e 113)' nton10 lived
prıvate cıtızen ın T iripetio and proved LO be VErYv intelligent
student. He spoke Spanish expertly and W as Vera Cruz instructor
1ın learnıng T arascan, the language of that reg1on. TI here WEeTrTrce,

according LO the chroniclers, Man y other Indian students, ell
Spaniards. As W as stated above ın regard LO the school ın Mexico

City, Man y of these ndians were®e candıdates tor the Augustinian
Order and possibly for the secular priesthood ell 114)'

Tiripetio, which today 15 only quıiet hamlet of 1 ,500 PECTISONS,
Was then flourishing center of Spanısh culture and civilization 115).
The of the Augustinian ma)Jor sem1ınary there has caused
SOINEC exican historians LO call ıt the sıte of the first unıversity of
the New Waorld llß). T hat, however, 18 exaggeratıon, SInNCe the
primary function of the schoo| wWwWas that of semınary tor theological
students. [+ 18 Lrue, however, that Tiripetio also served Jay students,
and wWwWas the rst center of higher education 1n the New W orld
One of the early wriıters euphemistically called ıt the Athens of
the New World ll7)_

Villasandino sent letter ın which he determined hat WEeEIC be sed
for studies ıIn Mexico. In theology they wWeTIie employ the Master of the Sen-
tences, and along ith that the teaching of the ftundamental Doctor nNnuesStIro

Egidio Romano », St I homas. For philosophy, they wWEere uUsSc « Paulo
Veneto Dor de nuestra Orden », and tor logic, Doctor Jorge SOINEC other
who has been approved ın the schools of Spain. We shall SEC\  4‘ that Vera Cruz
SOONMN composed his OW. COUISE In philosophy. TIhe above letter 18 published by
Santiago Vela from the notes ot Sicardo, HHA, 111 (March-A pril, 197,
note

118) E,SCOBAR, cıl., 176 BASALENQUE, cıt., 30-131
114) Ct note 103 Basalenque spoke principally about the students: at

Tiripetio.
l]5) MAILLEFERT, ray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, 1n Abside, I1 (April

1939), D 34.47)7 his 1's rather ftancıful portrayal of the tormer glory of J ıirı-
petio based the rulıns of the NC monastery. He calls it the first Uni-
versıty of the New World, though without royal charter.

116) BLETHEN, The Educational Activities o} Fray Alonso de la Vera ( ruz
ıIn Sixteenth Century Mexico, ın The Americas, Vol 1 July

31-47 Ct especially
ll'l) BASALENQUE, Git.; 178



Ennis

It was during thıs period, around the yVCal 1542 that noteworthy
recognıtion of the ability of Alonso de la Vera Cruz W as gıven by
Vasco de Quiroga, Bishop of Michoacän. Quiroga wished

Lurope to attend the rst session of the Council of I rent, and
he appoıinted Vera Cruz hıs Vvicar anı 24 of the diocese in
his absence. The Bishop had high regard f01' the Augustinilans
and the work they wWEeIEC doing, but he ‚especially respected the Out-

standing qualities of Vera Cruz Alonso managed the diocese for
nıne months, after which Quiroga returned, unable LO pursue . his
JjJourney because the ship which he had embarked had proved
unseaworthy and W as forced retiurn Mexico 118). We do nOot
NOW whether 1t Wa  CN NECECSSAT Y for Vera Cruz LO suspend classes
during that time, but he INaYy ave een able LO continue, since
the work 1n the Z diocese W as probably nOotL VeEILIYy much. Nearly
al the priests ın the terrıtory wWEeTrTe relig10us wh.: WEIC under the
jJurisdiction of their OW. superlors.

After about four ca at J iripetio, Vera Cruz teaching arecer

W as interrupted tor YCal because he W as chosen to rule the
exican vice-province ın the place of Juan de San Romän, who
W as OI'‘ of the members of commıssıon sent to Limperor Charles
ın | 544 119). At the chapter ın the following VCalr Vera Cruz W as

assiıgned LO the mı1ıssıon at Tacämbaro Dr10Y, pastor and professor
of philosophy an theology 120  _ ] acämbaro, also 1ın Michoacän, W as

ocatec the edge of Jierra Caliente and W as the center for the
evangelization otf t+hat territory. Apparently, the students Lrans-
terred trom T iripetio LO the 1914 studıum at Tacämbaro which Was

not VeETrY far aWaVYV. Such arrangement indicates the unsettled
sLiate of affairs 1ın those early Ca  , an furthermore, it shows that

118) RIJALVA, cıt., (2nd print.), dad chap. X1,  P. 589 {£f Quiroga
dı actually get Out attend the genera|l councıil he w äas actıng Contrary tO the
orders of the king and Viceroy. Quiroga s biographer, icoläs EÖN Don Vasco
de Quiroga prımer Obispo de Michoacän (Mexico City, 1903), 53, SayS that
Quiroga di not aDPDTOVCEC of the royal decision and intended tOo the council.
He tajled make the trıp when the vessel which he W as sa ıl proved
unseaworthy. It 15 INOITIE likely, however, that the viceroy di: nOtLt allow him saıl

In regard the unwillingness ot the cıvil uthorities allow the bishops
leave New Spaiın, Ct the letter of /umärraga LO the F.mperor, Fe 1337

ın CUEVAS, Documentos ineditos, XVI, /9-82
119) RIJALVA, Cit;; dad {L, chap. 11, 6/
l20) Ibid (2nd print.), Edad chap. X1, 590 BASALENQUE, cıt I

chap. D  V, 182-184
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T iripetio, significfant though ıT W as center of higher studies,
W as far from permanent establishment

TIhe IN1IsSsS1ioN Tierra Caliente wWas 03}81 of the MOST Aitfcult
because of the eat and low Iying erraın As Prior of 1 acämbaro,
ıL W as Vera Cruz duty LO CaIie tor that IN1ISS1ON, and he did
with zea| He sed LO spend his ACalillon Lime and other
holidays from schoo]| traveling foot to the Indian villages,
preaching and administering the acraments Ha employed the
Tarascan language, the predominant tongue Michoacän His
solicıtude for, and confhidence the ndians shown by the fact
that he and Franciscan IN1ISS1IONATY by the Name of lacobo DDaciano
WEeTrTe the rst ONES to admıiınister the Holy kucharist LO the COIl-

Verts 121) He had already begun thıs practice OM ca before
at T iripetio Vera Cruz had LO consıiderabile opposıtion
because MmMoOst of the IN1ISS1IiONAaTlileEs telt that the ndians,

faıth WEIC iıke little children and WeTrTe not capable f TECCIVINS
Communion even though somewhat inconsistently, the 185S10Narl]les

were accustomed tO administer the Sacrament of Penance Under
the infÄiuence and PETSUaSION of Vera Cruz, however the Augustin-
121158 adopted the of PrFreEDAaNNg the ndians for Communion
iımmediately atter Baptism 122)'

TIhe work of evangelization, along with teaching, proved LO be
INOTE than Alonso de la Vera (’ruz could handle He requested
that the studium be moved LO place where he would ave INOTE

LimMe for teaching an tor the study and wriıiting which he Was

always engaged Accordingly, he went with hıs stucdents LO AÄto-
toniılco settlement SOINEC distance LO the north of Mexico Cıity 123)
He W as al the Liıme occupied S1V1INS LW yCalr OUTrS«e St
Ihomas In this OUTS®ES he lectured directly the text of the Summa
theologica and according his habıt of making the est usSe of
iiıme, he sed LO employ OPPpOrtunNnIıLy during the readine
the refectory and the CONVversatıon at recreation periods explain
urther the teaching of St Ihomas

Once IMNOTE Vera Cruz work W as interrupted when 1548 he
W as elected LO galn Vicar Provincial thiıs Ume tor fu11]

l21) RIJALVA cıt E.dad I chap XXVI111 and (2nd print.) dad
149chap X 1 589 RICARD La « conquete spirituelle » s

L 22) RIJALVA, cıt dad @ chap XAXVIUU p
128) Ibid (2nd print.) dad chap Xl1, 590
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term of three 124). We do not NOW where he wWas assigned
after the completion of hıs term ın 1551 but ıt apPpPCaIs that he
remaıned ın Mexico C engaged ın the business of setting
the University of Mexico. But before that MOMENTOUS event, there
occurred something which might aAve changed the whole direction
of hıs actıvıty and robbed the kingdom of New Spain of ON oft
her e  a  S' figures. The Eimperor Charles appoıinted Fray Alonso
LO be Bishop of eon In Nicaragua. hat however, W as not Vera
Cruz liking ; he had desire f01' honor and he did not wish to
leave the work he W as doing. He 185 reported LO ave punned LO

hıs confreres OTE Leonis, libera Domine )) 125). He decided
LO decline the office, ın spite of the tact that the appoıntment by
the E mperor W as supported by Pope Julius 111 Ihe Pope addressed

Brief Alonso June % 1552 sayıng that the basıs of
the Eimperor s choice, Vera Cruz should aCcept the episcopate
immediately and strıve to fulfill the duties of the office o the est
of his ability 126). Fray Alonso, however, clung LO hıs resolve. His
letter of refusal, dated March Z 1553 15 extant and J1Vves
glimpse of hıs character %) After thanking the Emperor, an hıs
SO Philip the Kegent of Spain, he saıd that he must refuse because
he did NnOot ave the ability f'OI' the office, and turthermore,

since God wWas pleased LO bring trom the world into religıon
for salvatıon, | determined not change sSLatie of ıte
but rather tO PETSCVCIC 1n this siafie LO which God has called
and thus do nOot aCcCCcept the dignity, NOT do | seek the episcopate,
neither thıs on NO an other, neither 110 NO at an other time.

Aftter repeating hıs unworthiness and determined refusal, Vera
Cruz stated quıte rankly hıs hope that Hıis Majesty 1n the future
IMay not waste tiıme by sending nomınatıon on wh 11 nOL

accep(Tl, because the loss caused by the absence of VOUrTr prelates
1s Very grea )) 128)°

Infra, chap. 1V.
125) BASALENQUE, cıt., 183
126) Vatican Archives, Ar 1I1om 64, 440 reterence LO this 18

found ıIn LUBEL, Hierarchia catholica medi: aevVt, IL, 274, ote

127) A.G Mexıico printed CODY C be SSCCN ın BOLANO ISLA,
cit., 119-120

l-8) ((( OINO fue [Dios servido de traerme de. siglo da Ia religion para mı
salvaciıön, determinado de mudar estado, 8S1NO ETISCVCIAaAT ste QqQUu«C
Dios llamö POTI eSo acepto la dignidad nı quliero e| obispado, nı
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In spiıte of this unequivocal refusal, the ELmperor sent another
letter instructing Vera Cruz LO proceed immediately eon wiıthout
wailtıng tor the papal bulls and consecration because hıs
W as needed ın the diocese 129)' Fray Alonso, however, repeated
his determinatıon nOot aCCepLT. When he decided Q1ve hıs
posıtıion ıIn Spaın LO COINE LO +he m1ss1io0Ns and become religi0us,
he ha turned his back ecclesiastical honor and he W as deter-
mined to remaın dedicated the work he had chosen. [+ 15 not

I(IIOWI'I ın what VCarl the Bishopric of Nicaragua W as rst offered
to him, but there 18 CUr10USs plece of iıntormation which indicates
that the 1NCWS of the ıntention of the Eimperor rst reached hım
around 1549 130). Seripando, the General of the Augustinlans, sent

letter t+he Spanish provincial Jan 3 1550 1n which
recommended that the provıncial gran request that had een
made by Vera Cruz 131). The latter had wrıtten ask that,
V1IeEW of the fact that he W as working 1ın Michoacän and preaching
ın the language of that region, he be nOot changed and sent LO

another aIlca where he would not NOW the language. his INa

Very ell refer LO the projected plan (©) make hım Bishop of Leön,
because ıt could nOTL refer LO assıgznment within the exican
mi1ss1ions sS1ınCe Vera CI°UZ himself W as the ma)Jor super10r at the
mMOMent his conjecture 185 confirmed by the fact that nton1ıo0
de Valdevieso, the thırd Bishop of Nicaragua, died Feb Z 1549 132).
:hus ıt 15 probable that the appoıntment to eon W as made

ste nı Otro, nı b° nı algün tıempo... para lo de adelante, pierda
tiıempo envlar a nombrar quıen lo ha de aceptar, DOTQqUC INUuYy grande
la Jactura qUu«C pierde absencia de SUSs prelados

129) RIJALVA, cıt (2nd print.), dad chap. XL 594
180) TIhe early chroniclers have made the date of appoıntment 1542: @.

RIJALVA, bid UNQUERA, Mtro br Alonso de la Vera ( ruz Escorial,
9-10, corrects the date Circa 1551, because the letter of refusal 18

dated 1553 This 18 conKırme: by letter of Juan de Benavente wh wrıting ın
1562, spoke of the appoıntment of Vera Cruz havıng occurred ten

previously, ( INOIC less ». C+t BOLANO ISLA, CIE.; appendix, 130-134
TIhe appoıntment 15 Iso mentioned DYy Gerönımo MENDIETA, Historia eclesiäs-
tıca indiana, edited by (jarcia Icazbalceta (Mexico, 1870), 548, who g1ves the
date 551 TIThe subsequent evidence 11 show that it Was probably V1 earlier.

131) 23 fo 68v
182) L.,UBEL, cıt., H. 274 The next Bishop, kerdinando de Bariodero,

Was appointed ın 555



Ennis

early AS 1549 and ıt took Vera Cruz tour ca LO successfully refuse
assıgnment that he felt he Was not called 9}
But aAs much he preferred the mı1ıssıon work in Michoacän,

Alonso de la Vera Cruz 1070791 ftound himselt engaged 1n diferent
type of actıvıty ın Mexico C the setting of the rst Uni-
versity of the New World The ıimportance of this work Ca  > hardly
be over-estimated ; ıt indicates the earnest eftorts of both the
religious and cıvil authorities transter the culture and civilization
of the old world LO the Ne and Ihe 5Spanish friars had nOtL CaInle

ASs CONQUCTITOTS of the and and people, but eaders of spiritual
an intellectual CONQqUEST, zealous an energetıic planters of
ne cıivilization. And Alonso de la Vera Cruz W as (0)  b 24 the
rst of those ploneers who interested only 1n CONqUESIS of the miınd,
transplanted the spiritual substance of the civilization of LEurope ın
general and that of Spain ın particular LO the colonial terrıtories of
the New World )) 133)

The place of Vera Cruz ın the establishment of the University
has sometımes een exaggerated, especı1ally by Augustinian wrıters,
wh ave referred LO hım Founder. Such claim 18 not verihable,
even though his contribution Was mMOSst ımportant and hıs MEINOTY
18 still much revered in the National University of Mexico, has
already een mentioned at the beginning of chapter ON The
relationship between Vera YTUZ and the University 15 ell expressed
in recent trıbute which speaks of h1m perhaps the greates
incarnatıon of ıts spiırıt 134)_ Vera Cruz, the product of the est
schools of the a! w as the VerYy embodiment of the culture that
the He University W as LO implant ıIn the exican so1|1 with his
help and under his guidance. his opınıon 15 confirmed by the
exican Church-historian arıano Cuevas wh believes that Fray
Alonso Ca be called, (( without exaggeratıon, the cCorner-stone of
the University of Mexico, 1n the that his knowledge and
learning provided the sou] of the mMOMmMEeNTL 135).

ISS) REINHARDT, ray Alonso de la Vera Cruz and the Beginnings o}
Philosophical Speculation ın the Americas, in The Americas, Vo (Oct.,
|944) 207

134) ((( quıza la encarnacıöon mäaxıma de S espirıtu C Mexico de Hoy
(Departamento de intormacıön para e} extranjero; Mexico, Vol 11, 37
(Sept

186) 831n exageraclön... la piedra fundamental ». UEVAS, Origenes del
humanısmo Mexico (Mexico,
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The rst eftorts LO establish school of higher learning were

made before Alonso de la Vera (Cruz Came LO the New World As
early 1535 the Viceroy nton1io0 de Mendoza suggested the
founding of University, and hıs eftorts wWEeI®e seconded by Juan
de /umärraga, the rst Bishop of Mexico City, ell by
others 136) TIhe royal charter W as NnOoTt granted, however, until
Sept Z 1551 By ca of that charter the Ei’mperor established
the Royal and Pontifical University of Mexico where the natıves
and the ONS of Spaniards INaVy be instructed 1ın the atters of OUr

holy Catholic Faith an ın the other taculties 137) TIhe mode] tor
the He schoo| Wäas to be the University of Salamanca, at that
time the most promiınent center of learning ın Spain, and ÖOn of the
moOost brilliant ın a ll Europe. Its reputatıon tor scholarship attracted
students from IManYy countries who studied ın lively academıic
atmosphere charged with ıberal and democratic spiırıt. New iıdeas
were welcomed and discussed, an the professors of the Varıous
schools WEeTIEe chosen by student vote all this despite the CON-
servatıve an restraınıng infÄiuence of the inquisition 138). No ON‘
w as 1ın better posıtıon LO transfer the iıdeals and spiırıt of Salamanca
LO New Spain than Fray Alonso wh W as both graduate and
ftormer professor of that schoaol.

The University of Mexico W äas thus legally ounded, but the
actual beginning did not take place unt:| IW later. In the
meantıme negotlatiıons wWerTre begun between the V1ceroy and eccle-
siastical eaders, o  D4 whom W as Vera Cruz TIhe formal foun-
dation took place the Feast of the Conversion of St Paul Jan
12553 at the church of San Pablo and the chronicler Grijalva adds
ere that Alonso de la Vera Cruz wWas OIl of the foundation
stones 139) TOM thiıs last COomMMenLt, apparently, the sub-

185) (JARCiA [CAZBALCETA, Ta ınstruccıicn nüblica Mexico durante el siglo XVI,
Opusculos, (Mexico, 896), 163-270

157) « donde los naturales los hijos de espanoles fuesen yndustriados
las de nuestra sancta fee catölica las emäs tacultades ; W C LAZA
JAEN, C rönica de la real Hontificia Universidad de Mexico, edited by icoläs
Rangel (Mexico City vol appendix, document 357

188) BELL, Luis de Leön estudio de! renacımıento espanol (Spanish
edition Barcelona : Einglish edition, Oxford, chap. 111, 71-97

139) GRIJALVA, cıt., dad I} chap. zIin. In speaking of the V at
San Pablo, he aclds that the Augustinians ha school there. hat fact would
tend lincrease the belief ın the ımportance of the posıtıon of Vera Cruz ıIn
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sequent belief that Vera Ya bbr deserved the title of Founder 140)'
Such claim Cannot be substantiated, however, EeVEeNN though he
doubtless enjoyed pre-eminent posıtion. joaquın Ciarcia cazbal-
Cceta, the outstanding historian of Mexico, declared that ONn cannot
doubt the adequacy of the professor-founders of the Universıity,
simply by see1ıng ONg t+hem asters ıke Fray Alonso de la Vera
TU7Z 141)' T here 1S abundance of such laudatory statements, but,
unfortunately, the ack of ınformation the ıte of Vera Cruz
between the 1550 an 1553 makes ıt impossible to SaYy COIl-

cretely what wWas hiıs contribution iın the founding and organızıng
of the Universıity 142).

Certainly Fray Alonso W as the rst LO receıve honors
and recogniıtion from t+he ‚E1 school. On the of July 1553 he
presented thesıis. probably token fulfiıllment of the requıre-
ments for the degree of Master of Arts, which today would be

the negotlatıons, but the fact 15 that the Coleg10 San Pablo was founded by Vera
Cruz Vicar-Provincıial Man y YCais later, ın 1575

ll0) Ct ANTIAGO VELA, Un capitulo de historia Agustiniana de Mexico,
HHA (March-April, 1920), 72-200 He reviews the whole tradition which claims
Vera Cruz Founder of the Universıity. {Ihe chiet argument 1n ıts tavor 1s
that ot Sicardo who, ın the spoken about above ıIn the Introduction, says
that ıt 1S authentically certaın that Vera Cruz W äas the C fundator de la eal
Universidad HIS testimonYy 1S especlally reljiable because he ha: ACCESS the
official records of the University and a the other intormation he g1ves about
Vera Cruz 18 completely Aaccurate Hıiıs claims, however, aIie not verifable ın the
extant documents of the Universıity, \910)4 do contemporaneOus wriıters speak of
Vera Cruz Founder.

Especially noteworthy 18 the silence of contemporaneOous wriıters who ha:
Occasıon LO speak of thiıs accomplishment of Vera Cruz, ıf ıt WeIrC fact. Fran-
C18CO Cervantes de Salazar, pupil, friend and admirer of Vera Cruz, says nothing

that eftect ın Mexico 554 (edited by (jarcla lcazbalceta ; Mexico, 875
Juan de Benavente, wrıting ın 562 (cf BOLANO ISLA, GiE. ; |130-134),
ha: Vn INOTC LO speak of this matter 831NCEe his PUTDOSEC 1ın wrıting was

defend and praise Vera Cruz, but he Sa yS nothing. F urthermore, Cjarcia Icaz-
balceta in his sketch of Vera Cruz asscCS VT the atter ın complete silence
(Biografias, L 41 -/ |

141) De la suhcienclia de los catedräticos fundadores de la Universidad
puede dudarse, CO sölo Verl entre ellos maestros OINO Fr Alonso de la Vera
Cruz Biografias, l‚

142) We CAaNnnot tell, tor example, hat commMment ıke the following
ın the concrete. Vera Cruz ( DPromMmOVI1O agıto Con increible ardor la fundacıön
de la Pontificia Univesidad L.ıterarıa de Mexico ; Beristäin SOUZA, Biblioteca
hispanoamericana septentrional (Ist edition, Mexico, } I, 295
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called Doctor of Philosophy 143)° Ihe next day, ın the rst meeting
of the University councıl of which there 1s record, three distinct
honors wWEeIec bestowed Vera TUZ 144). He W:  N rst incorporated
ınto the aculty Master of Theology ın V1CeEW of the fact that
he already held that degree both trom Salamanca and from the
AÄugustinian Order and he W as urther declared the sen1lor member
of the faculty of theology. Secondly, he W as awarded the degree
of Master of Arts, sSince he already had the Bachelor of AÄrts from
Salamanca, and because of hıs well-known qualification U The
t+hird honor paid Vera Cruz that : 8001=> day W as the mMOstT Out-

standıing. chair of St Ihomas W as created for hım personally
and declared Par with the First Chair of T’heology, the highest
professorial pOStL 1ın the University, already occupied by the Do-
miınıcan Pedro de la ena 145). his unusua|l arrangement W äa  CN clearly

tribute the intellectual leadership of AlODSO de Ia Vera Cruz,
but ıt later became SOUTCE® of irrıtation the DDominicans whose
primacy in the teaching of the philosophy of St Thomas W as thereby
challenged. Ihe creatıon of [W First Chairs e to ave een

attempt LO recognıze both the rights of the Dominicans and the
personal emınence of Vera Cruz

Fray Alonso thus became the holder of z Chairs at the Uni-
versıty for he Wa  N already the Protfessor of Sacred Scripture 146)
TIhe tact that he held these [W. pOsSts simultaneously, along with
the ack of sufficient documentary intormation, makes ıt VCIY diffi-
cult LO trace clearly the OUTSEC of hıs arcer In the Universıity. 1 +
aDPCars that, at least in the beginning, he taught only OI OUISC

LO fulfill the duties of the z chairs 147) VWhile he continued to

148) Archivo General de la Nacıoön, Universidad, 2, fols 02-103v, cited
by BOLANO ISLA, cit., ZE: ote

Xl-4) Ibid and Z tol 84v, cited by Bolano sla 121
l45) Pedro de la Pena aIlnlec Mexıico ın 1550 He was elected Provincial

ın 559 and three later he returned Spain along ıth Vera Cruz and
the Augustinian and Francıscan Provincials. He W as presented for the Bishopric
of Verapaz, but became Bishop oft Quito instead, In 1563 Hıiıs death occurred
at Lima, Peru, March f 1583 Ct (jARCI1A ICAZBALCETA, Biografias, 429

146) Infra, note SL, where Vera Cruz 18 identified « Cathedrätico de
Rlibia (sic) Also RIJALVA, cCıt., E.dad chap. .  11

147) ıtness the following, from Archivo General de la Nacıon, Universidad,
Z tol 8/, gıven by BOLANO ISLA, CI note August 25

5D3; lItem, ordenö6 qUC las athedras del aAestro fray Alonso de la
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be at least nominal holder of the Chair of Sacred Scripture tor
OINeE CalsS, he wr w} to ave attached little ıimportance t+hat
title. Hıs rst LW volumes of philosophy appeared ın 1554 an

the title Da of these volumes, ell subsequent works,
he iıdentifies himself cathedrae prımae ın Theologia moderator B

and makes reference LO his other professorship.
Whatever INaV ave een the arrangement, ıt 15 certaın that

Vera Cruz began COUTSE the L.pistles of St Paul June 30
1553 which he taught from eight LO nıne ın the morning 148). His
class continued OVeEeT the intervenıng until Oect 2 555 In
the meantıme he had begun his lectures in scholasticism, and In
order to relieve hım of IN of his burden of teaching, the August-
ınlıan ntonio Isıdro Was incorporated into the faculty of Sacred
Scripture 149) On Dec 1535 Fray nton1o0 took OVEGI the classes
of Vera Cruz for short perlod. his substitution became final two

later when, Feb 2 1557 Vera Cruz suspended his OUTISS

ın Sacred Scripture for z0o0od 150) his cessatıon ın his teaching W as

necessitated by the tact that he Wa  N elected Vicar-Provincıial for
hıs second full term ın 57 151). He did nOtL, however,. g1ve the
title LO the Cl'lall' of Sacred Scripture. OUr Ca later, May |
1561 INOVE W as made ın the University councıl LO notify Vera
Cruz that within S1X days he mMust LreEsSsUumMte hıs lectures orteit
the chaiır 152). We shall SC  D In chapter S1X that he W as at that moOoment
VEIYVY much iınvolved ın ditficulties between the religious and the
Hierarchy an W as (070)81 LO embark JjJourney back tO Spain ;
doubtless he ha time fOI' lecturing. Ihe threat of forfeiture

Vera Cruz e] aestro fray Pedro de Ia Pe  Na, lea lo quel rector senalare,
qUuUeE los oyentes CUIsSEeN qualquiera de ellos, aUNQUC SC  aV de Blibia 81C) la de]l
padre aestro fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz . hlS aPPCaIs iındicate that Vera
Cruz wWas actually teaching Sacred Scripture In hıs chair of theology, thus
unıtıing both chairs In O! COUTSE Bolano Isla, however, thinks they both
W EeTite distinet.

148) PLAZA JAEN Crönica de la real tontificia Universidad de
Mexico, edited by icoläs Rangel (Mexico 1931 l‚ BOLANO ISLA, CIE:.

122 Zz1ves the date July 41. probably miısprint.
l(9) PLAZA JAEN, cıt., F 18
150) Archivo General|l de la Nacioön, Universidad, tol cited by

BOLANO E ISLA, CiH.; DD
lfll) RIJALVA, cıit., dad IL, chap. vll.
162) Archivo Genera| de la Nacıon, Universidad, 2 fol 99, cited by

BOLA  NO ISLA, cıt., 28, note
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w as nOotL carriıed out, and the tfollowing VYCal Vera Cyruz set Out for
Spain without anı settlement havıng een made £or UuUCCESSOI to

the Chair of Sacred Scripture. Not until ten later, jJust before
hıs return LO Mexico, Was the chair re-established. On the 7th of
Jan 1572 another Augustinian, Juan driano, began LO teach
Sacred Scripture at the Universıity 153)

Vera Cruz Chair of 1 heology, ell +hat of Pedro de la
DPena, suffered trom the SaIne unavoıdable neglect due the fact
that both en were elected ma)Jor superl1ors ot theiır respective
orders, and both WeIC engaged ın the jurisdictional disputes with
the Hierarchy. When Vera Cruz became Vicar-Provincial in 1557
hiıs salary for the Cha1r of Theology, which amounted LO 350 gold

154).VCAaTrT, w as diverted other ın the Universıity
On Nov 2 1561 the students of the school of Arts presented
petitiıon that Alonso de la Vera T17 and Pedro de la Pena be
required to TESUIMNE theiır lectures withıin z months orteit their
Chairs 155). Ihe records do nOtL indicate whether (TE NOLT Vera Cruz
lectured after this ate [£ he did 1t W a  CN not tor long, because he
embarked for Spain about S1X months later.

VWhen Fray Alonso returned agaln LO Mexico after eleven
absence, he W as already SIXLy-SIX ca old and probably did not

teach an urther classes, although he W as still member of the
University staft. On the Oth of Vlay 1582 he awarded the degree
of Bachelor of Theology LO the Jesuit Pedro de Hortegosa, and
later sponsored hım for the Doctorate. Vera Cruz had also sponsored
AÄndres de Uvilla Prior of Santo Domingo, for the degree of Master
of Theology ıIn 1579 156)_ VW hat w as hıs office ın the University at

that time } He W as probably still member of the faculty of
theology, but only examıner. We ave already ecen that the
Chair of Sacred Scripture ha ZoNC LO Juan Adriano. AÄnd ıt apPPCAaIs
that Fray Alonso himselftf had renounced the Chair of Theology
before hıs Jjourney LO Spain. When the Universıity appointed SUC.-

Ce6e$SSOT to Vera (Cruz, rst 1n 1568 and agaın ın 1972 the Dominican
Bartolome de Ledesma protested that ıt W as NOL right to continue

158) LAZA JAEN cıt., 19-20
154) Archivo General de la Nacioön, Universidad, fo 93v, cited by

BoLAnO { ISLA, cıt., 29, note

155) Ibid., fo. cited above N nOote

156) LAZA JAEN Cit.; IY 113 and 104
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to ave LW rst Chairs of Theology. He sa1ıd that while Alonso
de la Vera TUZ by his grea meriıt had earned that honor, he
himseltf had relinquished the Chair when he went to Spain and
had petitioned that ıt be gıven the Ibwer title of (( de Visperas .

The University, accordingly, decided to do that ıIn 1270 although
z ca later there Nas stil] OINeE contusion about the pProperI
title of the former Chair of Vera Cruz 157).

It 15 unfortunate that cıircumstances Cut short Fray lonso s
Career ın the University. |£ he could ave devoted hıs tiıme to

teaching, undisturbed by the duties of proviıncılal, and especially
by the unfruitful and, tO OIN®e degree, disastrous, dissentions be-
[tween the Hierarchy and the relig10us orders, he doubtless would
ave eft richer herıtage of learnıng. nstead of wrıting long and
tedious dissertations 1ın defense of the privileges of the friars, he
might ave published INOTISC books of philosophy other works of
lasting value. TIhe distractions that wWeIC forced upON hım, the Ca
spen 1ın defending the religious orders, wWEeICc however, of vital 1M-
porbance at the time. At least he had four xood Ca at the Uni-
versity In which time his learning an emınence made such
Impression that the Nnamne of Alonso de la Vera Cruz 185 still revered
today for the part he played ın establishing the rst University of
the New World In those tour Ca he published the only works
of his that ave COINEC into prıint, three of philosophy and on

the on law of marrlage, the Speculum conıiugiorum. his last
did grea ServıIce LO the miısslıonarıles because 1t treated of the
peculiar problems of marrıage arısıng o  y the Ne Converts,
especially because of the Indian practice of polygamy.

Finally, NOW of ON other Servıice performed by Vera Cruz
f01' the University of Mexico. OIn June | 1554 he W äa  CN designated
along with IIr Juan lcäazar RO represen the school al the reception
for the Nne Archbishop, the Dominican AÄAlonso de Montüfar 158).
his W as strange coincidence, for ıt marked the felicitous be-
gzinnıng of what W as (070)78| LO be unhappy relationship. TIhe rch-
bishop W as LO become Vera MAZ chief OP  ©  L and bitter erıtic
ıIn the troubles which ensued between LÄimself an the friars.

157) [bid., 13-15 hıs rivalry between the Augustinilans and Do-
mınıcans VOI the chair of theology eflects similar rıvalry then goling In
Salamanca. @ BELL, Cit.;

158) Archivo General de la Nacıoön, Universidad, 2 tol Q0v, cited by
BOLA  nO ISLA, cıt., 29, note
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Ihe picture thus far sketched has portrayed the educational

work performed by the Augustinians in general and by Alonso de
la Vera Cruz ın particular In the exican mM1ss10nNs. 1t 18 intended
LO show that the Augustinians, under the inspıratıon and guidance
of Vera Cruz, made outstanding contribution In thıs field of
actıvıty In the sixteenth century In VIEW of these facts ıt 18 SOINEG-

what surprisıng LO fin. Alonso de Montüfar, Archbishop of Mexico
City, wrıting 9 the King June 3 P 1558 LO complain of the
ıgnorance of the Augustinians l’»9) He sa1ıd that out of twenty-four
Augustinlilans presented tor ordination LO priesthood only [WO of
them NECW Latın and INanYy of them could nOot eVen read Latin,
and yet the friars claimed exemption trom episcopal examiınatıion.
In evaluating thıs complaint ıf 15 NECCSSAIYV LO kee2p ın mınd few
extenuatıng facts First of all Montüfar, W © shall SC  @’ later, wWas

worthy but VerYyY irascıble who had most unhappy tenure
In the See of Mexico Cit®. Secondly, these candidates wWeTI®e probably
presented by Vera Cruz, wh Wa  N then Vicar-Provincial, and for
whom the Archbishop had developed extreme dislike. Further-
INOTEC, the key CO his complaint really lies In hıs reference LO the
friar’s privileges and exemption, which wWEeIC thorn ıin the sicde of
the episcopate. In VIEW of these facts, ıt 15 sate LO judge that Mon-
tüfar's complaint 15 largely exaggerated, wWeI e the charges he
made agaınst Fray Alonso himself ın the AaAIne yCcCal 160). his 15
confirmed by letter of the King sent the Archbishop z  ®] yCalrs
later, June Z 1560 161)_ Philip rebuked Montüfar for putting
obstacles ıIn the WaYy ot the ordination of religious out of hard
feelings OVerTr the friars’ opposıtion LO +he collection of tithes. The
King reminded the Archbishop of hıs duty LO ordaın the religi0us.

One has LO ear ın miıind, however, that there WEeEI S frequent
and SerouUs abuses In the question of ordination the priesthood,
not only INn the M1sSS1ONS, but ın Lurope ell before the Iriıdentine
reform became eftective 162) The eed for priıests ın Mexico Was

159) RICARD, Quatre ettres de Fr Alonso de Montüfar, second archeveque
de Mexico, ın Etudes et documents, 1017

150) Infra chap. V1ı
161) Found In the of Sicardo 4349, Archivo Nacional, Madrid) tol 69,

and published by RICARD, loc cıt., 101, note

L 82) Cf AYLE, El clero secular la evangelizacion de merica Madrid,
chap. V, CSD the beginning. Bayle g1ves the charge made by Montüfar,

but Says nothing of the surrounding cırcumstances.
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VEeIYy grea because of the extremely rapıd expansıon of the M1sSS1ONS,
and nOotLt infrequently poorly prepared candidates wWeIe«e presented tor
ordination LO both the religious and secular clergy. worthy and
consclentious bishop, such Alonso de Montütar wWas, might ell
find difficulties. In the Case mentioned above, however, it apPCaIS
ftrom the surrounding circumstances that the charge agaınst the Aug-
ustinı]ıans wWas exaggerated. In fairness to Vera Cruz, who NECeW
ell the value of educatıon and wh.: W as responsible for the for-
matıon and guidance of the Augustinian semiıinarlans, ıt must be
sal that he would hardly ave presented tor ordination candidates
wh Cdid not ave at least the mınımMUumM traınıng NECECSSAIVY.

We ave already \ that the Augustinlans NI the rst LO

found schools of higher studies, and that these schools W6I © primarily
semiınarıes. his 18 confirmed by the words of Joaquin CGiarcia Icaz-
balceta

The Franciscans had ın theiır monasterlies chairs of ecclesiastical
studies, but the Augustinilans were the rst to establish formal houses
of studies, where Spanish an: Creoles, wh wished embrace the
Order 0)48 wh had already entered ıt, could attend classes 163).

We ave noted above that ndians wWeliIte also admitted these
sem1narıes. Ihe schools already mentioned, those of T iripetio, Ta
caämbaro and Atotonilco, wWOIEC all ounded under the guldance of
Alonso de la Vera Cruz, but hıs most outstandiıng foundation wWas

the Colegio San Pablo ıIn Mexico City, which 111 be reated ın the
ast chapter.

In order LO complete the pıcture of education, especilally from
the viewpoınt of traınıng o1ven LO the Augustinian misslonarıles,
somethıng mMust be saı1d about language. NECESSaATIY part of the
education of semiınarlans ın Mexico W as the learnıng of O: INOIC

of the Indian tongues One of the L1LECASONS tor founding the orıginal
house of studies ın T iripetio W as LO make ıt possible for Augustinian
students LO learn Tarascan, the language of Michoacän. We ave
igl that Vera Cruz himself studied T arascan there, with the help
of the SO of the last King of Michoacän. TIhe lJanguages varıed

L 6.!) (GARCI1A ICAZBALCETA, La instruccion püblica Mexico durante el siglo
X} Opusculos V arios, 1, 193 Los Franciscanos tenian SUÜü: conventos
cätedras de materl1as eclesjästicas : DCIO los agustınos fueron los prımeros qUu«c
establecieron de estudios torma, adonde acudian los espanoles criollos
qu«e deseaban abrazar e| iınstıtuto habian entrado en el
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greatly from place LO place. Ihe Augustinians, throughout their
m1ss10Ns8s ın the sixteenth century, spoke ten difterent tongues
In Mexico City the chief language wWas N ahuatl‚ also called exican
ıt W as the language of the former AÄztec Kingdom and sarved
the basıc ca of communıcatıon OVeEeTI wıde arca Tarascan ha
already eecen mentioned. thırd tONzZue, Otomi, W as VEeIYy ditficult
ON sed ın the arca toward the north. Another VvVery complicated
language W as Pirinda, spoken by the natıves of Charo ın Michoacän.
Related LO Pirinda W as another tongue called Ocuilteca, employed
by the ndians of Ocuila southwest of Mexico City TIhe other five
were Huasteca, JTotonaca, isteca, Chichimeca and Tlapaneca. (I$
these ten; LW werlre lJanguages spoken only by Augustinians they
WEeTIEe Tlapaneca and OQecuilteca. ome of the friars spoke several
Indian tOnNgues, but ın MOSL ıt wWwWas labor enough to master
ON Vera Cruz apparently spoke only JT arascan, but he NOW ıf
ell enough LO be able LO preach.

Alonso de la Vera Cruz wWwWas largely responsible f01' IManYy of
the est efftorts made ın the field of education 1n sixteenth cCentury
Mesxico. Let SE  @' what exactly Wäs the character of hıs infÄluence
and how widespread ıt wWas In regard to the latter‚ ONM of the
chroniclers claims, probably with exaggeratıon, that the influence
of Vera CI'UZ W as grea that ıt w as OINIMIMNON for S5SOINCONEG, ın
the OUTSEe of discussion, clinch hiıs by declarıng :
({ Jhats what the Master Vera Cruz SAYS ]65). His fame, urther-
INOTC, Wa  n not restricted to the Augustinian Order ; Franciscan
wriıter has referred LO him the Oracle of Mexico )) 166). Nor Was

his reknown confined LO Mexico, CeVEeN LO merica. At the chapter
of the Province of Castile, held at Duenas ın 1569, ıt Wa  n decreed
that the philosophy OUTSE of Vera Cruz W as to be taught ın AÄugust-
inıan semınarıles because ATrTe inftormed that 1t 15 VETIY earned
and profitable, and the religious of other Orders teach ıt 167). The

L B«l) RICARD, La conquete spirituelle » , 63-64 C Iso RICARD, Un docu-
ment inedit SsSu les Augustins, Etudes et documents, |119-154 He Z1ves z
lists of the friars wh attended the chapter of May B, 1563 Ihe second O!  %'

indicates the languages spoken by ach friar.
165) C  sı lo d1ce e] Mitro Veracruz P LE.SCOBAR, cıt., chap. XXVI, 319
166) Juan Francisco SAN AÄNTONIO, hrönicas de la apostolica Hrovıncla de

Gregoria, art (Sampaloc, Manila, 111 chap. n  Vvill, 567
167) HERRERA, Historia del convento de Salamanca (Madrid, 339

The Provincial wWas Diego de Salazar.
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eftect of hıs teachings an Opınıons also extended the Philippines,
NOT only through his correspondence with the Augustinian mi1ss1on-
arles there and through the instruction privileges which he sent
tO the Archbishop of Man11a‚ but also through the Plan of Studies ))

which he provided tor Augustinian schools 168).
In Mexico the infÄuence of Vera Cruz W as exercised ın Varlıous

WAaVYSs. Apart trom the founding of schools, he made notable contr1-
bution by the establishment of libraries. We ave already mentioned
that he ounded four those of San Agustin an San Pablo ın
Mexico City, and OIl each in Tiripetio and 1 acämbaro. hat of
Tiripetio 15 the earliest known library of the New World ıt COIMN-

tained fine collection of DreCIO0OUS editions trom Parıs, Venice,
Basel Cologne, Lisbon, Granada, Alcalä de enares, etc 169)_ Ihe
est of the four, however, wWas that of San Pablo which 111 be
mentioned agaın later.

The fame of Vera Cruz also rests his prestige teacher,
particularly ıIn the University of Mexico. Among hlS students there
wWEeTre number of the outstandıng figures of the sixteenth cen(tury.
Most renowned of a ]] w as Francisco Cervantes de Salazar, the
humanıst and literary ZYenN1uUs of early Mexico 170). Alonso de la Vera
Cruz wWas his discoverer and guide and wWas thus instrumental ın
developing OI of the most earned e of the New W orld With
the approval of Fray Alonso, Cervantes wWas awarded the Master
of Arts In 1553 an thirteen ca later he earned the master’'s
degree ıIn theology after completing the QOUTSES z]ven by Vera
Cruz l71) Cervantes de Salazar has himself aknowledged his debt

168) (CCUEVAS, ÖOrigenes de humanismo Mexico, He 18 the only ‚0391
who speaks of the C lan de estudios directorio espiritual ) s and he Sa YyYS ıt wWwWas

preserved In letter which t 11 few A wWwas be tound ın
Manila

W ith regard the instruction privileges sent Manila, ct chap. vV1.
169) BOLANO F, ISLA, cıt., 2374 The greater part of these books

NO be tound In the Museo Michoacano of Morelia ; INanYy of them contaın
marginal cCOomMMeEeNts wriıtten by Vera Cruz Ct 142 and plate 1V for example
of of these : the Summulae of Petrus Hispanus, the title page of which
18 ritten : C ad SUum trater Altonsus de la Vera Cruz habet Pertinet ad CONMN-
ventum de Tiripetio D.

l7ß) (CUEVAS, Origenes del humanismo Mexico, MILLARES CARLO,
C artas recıbidas de Espania POr Francisco Cervantes de Salazar Mexico,

l1l) MILLARES ARLO, Cartas recibidas, 26, note 67 ; 27 149, 13
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LO his tormer master, especially 1ın the laudatory Latin etters which
he for several of the works of Fray Alonso. In 1554, when
the Dialectica resolutio W as published, Cervantes de Salazar COIN-

posed short encomıum 1ın which he spoke of himself student
of Vera Cruz an pald tribute nNnOt only LO his master s learnıng,
but also LO hıis singular modesty 172) In another testiımony composed
for the Speculum conıugiorum he spoke of the extraordinary gıfts
of Fray Alonso, and reterred tOo hım light gyıven by God to
the New World 173).

Among the Augustinian students of Vera Cruz there weIire

number of en wh became eaders ın the ecclesiastical sphere in
Mexico and elsewhere. There W as Pedro de Agurto, exican-
orn Augustinian wh became noted canonıst and professor of
the University. In 1595 he Was chosen be the rst Bishop of Cebi
ın the Philippines 174) Another pupıil of otfe Wa  77} Andres de Torde-
humos Rıbera wh published treatıise called Apologia theologica
1ın 1581 17'») He dedicated his work LO Vera Cruz an wrote long
and eftusive pralses of hlS former teacher, LO whom he attriıbuted
the doctrine he expounded 176) Another outstandıng NaIine wWas that
of ksteban cde Salazar, scholar In the classıcal and Hebrew lan.
guages, and author of historico-hagiographical work called Veynte
discursos sobre el credo 177) He composed three Latin discourses
1ın trıbute LO Fray Alonso LO be published with the atter’s philoso-
phiıcal WOYk Recognitio summularum.

[Ihe infÄuence that Vera TUZ exercised OVEel his students Wa  Yr

not only on of learnıng and scholarship, but also of vıirtue and
gzoodness. his fact 18 VEIY ell illustrated ın the advice which he
was accustomed g1ve hıs theological students al the end of each
OQUTSE |t W as discourse of OINe length inspıred by hıs wiısdom,
experlıence, firmness and gentleness ıt ftorms excellent portrayal

112) Dialectica resolutio (Mexico, 1554 : modern reprint in Madrid,
tol Also found ın appendix of BOLANO ISLA, Cit.. 23.124

l18) ext ın BOLANO ISLA, CI DE-V7ZZ Cervantes de Salazar Iso
wrote about Vera Cruz ın hiıs Mexico 1554 and 33, pralses hım the

most emınent teacher of Arts and I heology \
174) (GJARCiA [CAZBALCETA, Biografias, 1, 428-429
115) Cft Biography ın BIA, V1 672-673
l:ß) ext ın BOLANO ISLA, cıit., |138-142
177) CF BIA, 45-56
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of his character 178). Besides advisıng his students ıIn the est methods
of study, he also exhorted them LO the practıse of virtue, religi0us
observance, spirıtual readıng an the careful use of tıme. He 1N-
cluded ell OINe tor vood preaching and fruitful dis-
cuss1on. In the true spirıt otf charıty he urged the students eVe

LO gu«c the relative merıiıts of theologians doctors. In conclusion,
Vera Cruz exhorted them LO dedicate themselves single-mindedly
tOo the work of the mM1ss10Ns, an requested their PIayCcCIS for hım-
self, sayıng that he would thus consıder his labor well-paid.

Vera Cruz Writer

In consiıdering Alonso de la V era Cruz contribution LO the
held of education, something mMust be saıd about hıs wriıtings. But
rst of all, 1ın order better understand the I1la and hıs books

few words ought be prefaced about his background and
assoclat]ıons 1n the world of learnıng. Unlike moOst of hıs confreres
of that period, Vera Cruz Wa  N not educated ın Augustinian schools.
his proved LO be disadvantage LO hım in acquırıng the spirıt
of, and love for, the Augustinian ÖOrder, OT Cdid ıt OVE an
barrier 1ın having hıs works accepted ıdeal tor Augustinian em1-
narıes GVn ın Spain. Furthermore, ıt W as advantge fOI' hiım ın
thıs CNSC, that at Salamanca he AaIne under the infÄuence of the
superl1or learning an intellectual leadership of the Dominican TAnNn-
C1SCO de iıtoria.

We ave mentioned earlier that Vera (Cruz attended the lectures
and enjoyed the guıdance of Vitoria, wh Nas on of those illustrious
thinkers In whom Ca  - be eccmn the transıtıon from mediaeval to
modern times hiıs ame 18 revered today especially for his contrı1-
bution ın the held of political an international law In Francisco
de ıtoria there wWerTre happily unı:ted brilliant intellect, Lrue uma-
nısm and deep Christian of morality, inspired especially by
justice an chariıty.

In century of general violence, itoria stood the
champion of human rıg ht an dignity. When the natıon of which
he wWwWas cıtızen reached the climax of [9)  e  9 ıtoria contributed
INOTEe than anybody else preventing 1t from letting itself be led

l78) Published by RIJALVA, cıt., dad I11, chap. Br  XXX111.
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astray by the temptations of always proclaming ıts sub
1ss1on to moral law l79).

Ämong his works are tw. that AI chiefly concerned with the
laws of embpiıre an the rights of the indigenous peoples De Indis
recenter inventis and De Indis, SIVEe de Iure belli Hispanorum In
barbaros. In these treatıses ON finds Man Yy statement which illustrate
clearly the remarkably Christian and democratic spiırıt of itorla,
and show him > far ahead of his Ag He maiıntained, ftor
example, that the Indians, though Dagans and barbarians, wWere

intelligent beings and could not Justly be deprived of either public
of prıvate dominion, nOoLt PVCH ftor resistance to the rue Faith
Measures could be taken, however, LO gıve protection LO +he mm1-
nısters of the Gospe]l ı$ NECCSSaATY 180)' He condemned the extension
of empıre Just tor Warl, and allowed colonization only
under imited cCıircumstances where the good of the natıves would
be the prımary object 181) Furthermore, he condemned War

6Ca of cConversıon An abeled MONSLIrOUS an sacrilege CON-
versiıon by force 182)'

Such then weIre the bold and timely teachings that Alonso de
la Vera Cruz earned from hıs triend and master.' |t 18 interesting
LO SC  ®& what efftfect they had hım Vera Cruz composed work
called Relectio de dominio infidelium et Justo bello, probably wriıtten
between the Ca 1547 an 1545 183)' Unfortunately, this treatıise
wWwWas ESVE published an the manuscript has een lost TIhe Ntients
however, 15 known, and 1E 15 clear that he treated of topıcs very
sımilar LO those of Francisco de ıtoria just mentioned 184). {t would
ave een most interesting LO NOW what Vera Cruz wrote about

l79) IRUYOL SERRA, The Principles o} Political and International Law ın
the W ork of Francisco de V itoria (Madrıd E.diciones Cultura Hispänica,

l80) Ibid., Nos LIX,
181) [bid., Nos LAXIUI AI LA
182) [bid., No ı1X1
lß8) STREIT, cıt., 8 105 He gıves indication of how the date Was

ascertained, but his estimate 18 likely ‚0)01 sınce during those Vera Cruz
was engaged ın the mıssıon work of Tierra Caliente where he could have SCCHthe eftects of the Conquest the natıves.

154) BIA, VII 17117272 Santiago Vela’s SOUTICE®E 1s RAM  1REZ, A  iciones
la biblioteca de Beristdäin, IL, 218ft TIhe contents aAaIre listed ollows:

Utrum 1ı quı! habent populos ın istıs partibus absque. titulo possınt Juste
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the rights an POWCECIS of the Fmperor and the Pope, about the
rights of the ndians, the nature of Just w alr ın the Spanish Con-
que and the admıissability of conversıon by force. Al|l t+hese things
are listed ın the CoOontients of hıs treatıse. TIhe only reference LO this
work ın the published wrıtings of Alonso de la Vera Cruz 1s
brief ote ın hıs Speculum conıugiorum. In the cCONntiext he Q1ves
small ınt of hıs ıdeas about the POWEIS of the Kıng of Spain ın
the AÄAmericas 185) In speakıng of the marıtal impediment of d13-
parıty of worship Ö  b d nhfidels he SayYS there 18 nothing ın natural
law about such impediment. dominus ınfidelium ) , how-
C VE $ he 18 lawful dominus ) , Ca make laws pertaınıng
the respublica and the OININON Z200d AÄAnd SINCE the laws of INaTl-

riage pertaın t+he OINTINON 200d, dominus ıIn +his Cas«c,

the King of Spain could make laws concerning such impedi-
ment

VW hile ıt 18 clear, 111 be eecn 1 chapter S1X, that Vera
Cruz defended the rights and DOWEIS of both King and Pope ıIn
the New World hiıs sympathy lay VEIY much with the ndians ın
the sufferings which Man y of them had to endure ın the COUISC

of the Conquest. Hıs experjıence 1ın the m1ss10Ns had shown hım

triıbuta recıpere, eneant ad restitutıonem 1psorum resignatıonem populi.
Utrum quı Justo titulo possident eneantur ad restitutıonem 1psorum.
Utrum Imperator sıt dominus Orbls
Utrum Imperator habeat dominium et proprietatem subditorum SUOTUInN

Utrum Imperator habeat proprietatem up omnı]a bona subditorum.
trum Summus Pontifex habeat s  I1l potestatem.
Utrum Imperator vel Rex Castellae possıt justum bellum indicere istıs

barbaris.
Utrum icıtum aıt bellum contra nAfideles
Utrum justum bellum fuerit contra ıstos nhideles.
De justa bellli respectu infidelium.
Utrum detur aliqua justificans bellum contra hujus NOVI orbis incolas.
De justa belli contra barbaros.
Utrum ad recipiendam fidem liceat beillum infidelibus interre.
Quomodo PCI Summum Pontificem possıt compelli nAfiideles ad idem
An DCI voluntatem reg1s elt respublicae possıt dominium transterriı ıIn alium.
De Justo titulo bellli hujus NOVI1I orbis.

the1E5) Speculum conıugiorum (Milan, 599 art chap. XXX11, 02 In
margın, Vera Cruz wrotfe : Vide relectionem nostram de dominiıo infidelium et

ı1usto bello ‚ Another reterence the Relectio 18 ftound ın the kscorial 11-K6,
fo 285v Vera Cruz sSaysS here that Alexander granted N: et dominia »

the Spanish king y Out the work of CONnversıon.
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what sometıimes befell the ndians at the hands o# unscrupulous
ortune seekers. He endorsed the posıtıon of the famous Dominıcan
Bishop Bartolome de las Casas, at least LO the extient of decryıng
the conditions prevaillıng 1n OINEeE places, and strıving tor the ade-
quate execution of the laws established LO protect the natıves. Vera
Cruz presented LO the Council of the Indies, probably shortly after
hıs arrıval 1n Spain 1n 1562 A petition of de las (Casas, ın which
t+he latter asked that board of theologians and Jurısts be set

to apPTOVC list of proposıtions which wrote In the petition.
Fray Alonso signed the petition and ore witness LO ıts truth 186)
{t 15 not conceivable, however, that he meant LO endorse 1ın detail
the proposıtions of de las Casas, tor they contaın the kind of impe-

and all-out condemnation tor which the Bishop of Chiapas 15
well-known, and, far NOW, Vera Cruz V expressed hım-
self In simiılar 187)' He doubtless wished only joın ıIn the
general protest agaınst evıl condıitions where they existed.

Vera Cruz has eft record of Case where he made specific
condemnation of O: of the conquistadores. Again In this instance,
Alonso endorsed the posıtıon of e las Casas. In CODYVY of the
atter’s last 111 and testamen(, Vera Cruz wroftie marginal ote
ın which he cited Pizarro tor cruelty ın cCausıng thousands of Indian
babies LO be abandoned by their mothers wh WeIe pressed ınto
servıce a arg 188)_ Fray Alonso had NevVel een LO Peru,
but he got his iınftormation trom Ol of the government officials 1ın
Mexico City. Such flagrant injustice and unchristian conduct could
not but T1OUSEC the NgC of . such Vera TUZ wh had

IBO) (JARCiA [CAZBALCETA, Colecciön de documentos, (Mexico, 1866 595-598
The document 18 taken trom Paris, Bibliotheque Nationale, Fondo espanol,

325 fo 306-307 {t 15 signed by Hernando de Barrionuevo, Alonso Maldonado
and Alonso de la Vera Cruz, and presented 1n the Nan of Bartolome de las
Casas, who W as 1111 and could not make the presentatıon ın CrSOoN.

1l7) 1 hese AT SOIMNeEe of the proposıitlons :113  Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, O. S. A.  what sometimes befell the Indians at the hands of unscrupulous  fortune seekers. He endorsed the position of the famous Dominican  Bishop Bartolome& de las Casas, at least to the extent of decrying  the conditions prevailing in some places, and striving for the ade-  quate execution of the laws established to protect the natives. Vera  Cruz presented to the Council of the Indies, probably shortly after  his arrival in Spain in 1562, a petition of de las Casas, in which  the latter asked that a board of theologians and jurists be set up  to approve a list of propositions which he wrote in the petition.  Fray Alonso signed the petition and bore witness to its truth  186).  It is not conceivable, however, that he meant to endorse in detail  the propositions of de las Casas, for they contain the kind of impe-  tuous and all-out condemnation for which the Bishop of Chiapas is  well-known, and, as far we know, Vera Cruz never expressed him-  self in similar terms !®’). He doubtless wished only to join in the  general protest against evil conditions where they existed.  Vera Cruz has left record of a case where he made a specific  condemnation of one of the conquistadores. Again in this instance,  Alonso endorsed the position of de las Casas. In a copy of the  latter’s last will and testament, Vera Cruz wrote a marginal note  in which he cited Pizarro for cruelty in causing thousands of Indian  babies to be abandoned by their mothers who were pressed into  service to carry cargo !%). Fray Alonso had never been to Peru,  but he got his information from one of the government officials in  Mexico City. Such flagrant injustice and unchristian conduct could  not but arouse the anger of a man such as Vera Cruz who had  188) GARCIA ICAZBALCETA, Colecciön de documentos, II (Mexico, 1866), 595-598.  The document is taken from Paris, Biblioth&que Nationale, Fondo espafiol,  MS 325, fol. 306-307. It is signed by Hernando de Barrionuevo, Alonso Maldonado  and Alonso de la Vera Cruz, and presented in the name of Bartolome de las  Casas, who was ill and could not make the presentation in person,  187) These are some of the propositions:  ... que todos los reinos y senorios de las Indias tenemos usurpados.  2  que las encomiendas  °  repartimientos de indias son iniquisimos, y de  per se malos, y asf tiränicos, y la tal gobernaciön tiränica.  que todos los que las (encomiendas) dan pecan mortalmente, y los que  las tienen estän siempre in pecado mortal, y si no les dejan no se podrän salvar.  188) Paris, Biblioth&que Nationale, Fondo Espafniol, MS 325, fol. 299. Printed  by ICAZBALCETA in Colecci6ön de documentos, II, 512. This note is written in the  hand of Vera Cruz. He speaks of 20,000 infants, probably an exaggerated figure.  Henceforth, the above MS will be referred to simply as FE 325,qu«cC todos los reıinos sSeNOT10s de las Indias enemos usurpados.
que las encomiendas repartımıentos de indias SO Inıqu1i1sımos, de

per malos, ası tıranıcos, la tal gobernaciön tıranıca.
qu«e todos los qu«e las (encomiendas) dan mortalmente, los qU«EC

las tiıenen estan sıempre ın pecado mortal, S1 les dejan podrän salvar.
188) Paris, Bibliothe&que Nationale, Fondo Espanol, 525. fo 299 Printed

by [CAZBALCETA ın Colecciön de documentos, 1, 512 hiıs ote 1S wriıtten ın the
hand of Vera Cruz He speaks of infants, probably exaggerated figure.

Henceforth, the above 11 be referre simply 325
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dedicated his ifte tO bringing Christianity the New World But
unlike Bartolome de las Casas, he wWwWas INOTE balanced and tem-

perate - wh: Sa the advantages of the Spanish Conquest for
the natıve population ell ıt offenses. We sa in the second
chapter that he objected LO the fact the monastery 1n Mexico City
held encomiıenda gyet tunds for building, but there 1S
Teason to believe that he thought that the sSystem Wa  n ın ıtself evil
Ihe objection W äas based the iıcdeal of relig10us pOVEerTYy ; Vera
Cruz would ave preferred live by begging the Francıscans
were doing. Judging trom what NOW of Fray lonso’'s extant

wrıting, ıt 15 safe LO Sa y that ıf his treatıse Relectio de dominio infi-
delium had survived, N e would Aind that he defended the Spanish
Conquest, but within the framework of Christian Justice that he had
earned from Francısco de ıtorla.

As writer, Alonso de Ia Vera Cruz 18 est known tor hıs
philosophical works. Of hıs tour published works, three CONCETN

scholastic philosophy. |t 185 not Vera Cruz the M1ss10Nary the
canonıist, but Vera Cruz the teacher of philosophy wh 15 est
known today. AÄAnd his fame resits, nNnOL upDOoN hıs originality
brilliance, 1910)48 upOoON the quantıty of philosophical wrıting he PTO-
duced but upOoN the fact +hat he w as the rst philosopher of the
Ämericas, and principally of Mexico. As early 1540 he had
begun his Arst OUTrTSe 1n philosophy at ] iripetio an he composed
hıs O W text books I hese wWeIe nl published + 1 1554 and 1557
when Fray Alonso W as already teaching at the University. f wWas

small feat tor INna busy Alonso Waäas, living ın prım1-
tiıve and with only the barest 6 tor study and intellectual DU -
suıts. tOo COMMMDOSC and publish QUISC in philosophy. his Out-

standing achievement has merited tor hım the title of Father of
exican Philosophy 189). Hıis work W as gıven noteworthy recognıtion
1ın his O W lifetime when his books WT adopted tor use ın August-
ınıan schools 1n Spain 1in 1569 We <hall SC  (D LOO that they went

through number of editions.
Ihe rst of the three books of philosophy 18 his Recognitio

189) ROBLES, Investigacion filosöfico-natural. Los libros del Ima de Fray
Alonso de la Vera G ruz (Mexico City, e  vV111. Sr Robles 18 the only OlI}l!‘

who has Vel made an thorough study of the philosophical writings of Vera
Cruz 'The commMents following here AI taken mainly trom hlS above work and
trom his Filösofos mex1icanos del siglo 3 41 (Mexico City,
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summularum , rst published ın Mexico City ın 1554 {t Was three
times revised and re-published 1n Salamanca. Afth edition W as

Dut out posthumously 1n 1595 also at Salamanca. his book, along
with his Regsolutio dialectica, forms unıiıt : they are based
Aristotle’s Organon, an constıtute OUTSE ın dialectics. Ihe Reso-
Iutio dialectica W as published at the ame tiıme ıts companıon
volume ;: ıt LOO went through three revıislons by Vera Cruz, also
published at Salamanca. Ihe KRecognitio summularum 18 the basıs
of logic ounded the ECXTIs of Aristotle an Petrus Hispanus.
Vera Cruz DaVC ommMmMentary the eXTIS, employing the remarks
of other authors ell He discussed l the terms an methods
NECESSATY for understandıng of logic ; he also treated of the
Varıous ypes of aUuses, and concluded with vVery brief COINDECN-
1um of the rules of dialectics. Ihe Resolutio dialectica 15 the study
of the dialectic (( qU am VOCAntT INagnam DE and contaıns ÖTNINECN-

tarıes works of Arıstotle ancl Porfirius. Here Fray Alonso dis-
cussed the predicables, unıversals, the princıple of individuation,
an the demonstrative syllogism. In hıs cCcommentary Aristotle’s
Book of Categories he DaVe worthy treatment the ıdea of
substance.

The third philosophical wriıtiıng of Alonso de la Vera Cruz 15
his Physica speculatio, rst published In Mexico Caty 1ın 1557 {t
W as thrice revised an re-published at Salamanca. [t embraces the
aIlnes materıa]| the Physics of Aristotle in the wide ©; that 1S,
natural philosophy. In the TaAaC de coelo Vera Cruz has included

geographical description of the New W orld He displayed through-
Out thıs book thorough acauaıintance with philosophers and the
history of classical philosophy. Perhaps the MOST important part of
the treatıse 18 the last three books de anıma ) , which Ca  } be
called study of rational psychology. Vera Cruz ike Aristotle CONMN-

sidered 1t part of physics, not metaonhysics, because ll the ODEeTN-
atıons of the soul Are exercised in conıunction with the materıja]|
organısm. |t must be remembered that the approach of Fray Alonso
ın thiıs work W as that of philosopher, NOT physical sclentist. He
w as interested in being and iıts essentia! characteristics, not ıts exter-
na|l accıdental properties.

In the prologue of hıs rst book, Kn Recognitio summularum,
Fray Alonso stated his PUTDOSE 1ın cComposıng his OUTISe ın philo-
sophy. He saıd 1t wWwWas hıs desire LO rewrıte the study o# dialectics
LO TIEINOVEe the labyrinthine conftusion of pomlntless rules an syllo-
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Z1SMS. He wished to hıs students the useless paıns of braın-
splitting syllogistic exerclses. speak trom experjıence Da he sald,

an regret the fruitless ca 1n these atters 190). He
wWas referring LO the philosophers of the decadent period of scholasti-
C1sm, the Nes wh split hairs and argued about how INan y angels
could stand the head of p1IN In the time of Vera Cruz scholasti-
C183mM wWwWas undergoing renovatıon under the excellent leadership
of INe  ; ike Francisco de ıtorJa. Alonso wished LO follow +he path
of those contemporaneous philosophers wh were then leading the
WaYy Out of the decadent confusion, especially through the study
of Aristotle. [t wWwWas hıs intention LO cleanse philosophy of its useless
and ugly warts, while preserving the beauty of wıiıscdom and truth.

his eftort of Vera Cruz W as significant of healthy intellectual
independance at time when INan y teachers WeIC bogged oOwn
1ın t+radcitional INOTass of sophistry, and when 1t W as dangerous LO

apPpCar LO be difterent because of the fear o$ Protestant inhiltration
ınto Catholic thought. his attiıtude of Fray Alonso 15 urther illus-
trated ıIn his defense of his confrere and triend Uu1s de 20N W hen
that famous literary figure wWas imprisoned by the Inquisition under
susp1cıon of heresy, IManYy of the earned and unıversıty SAvants
turned agaınst h1m But when Vera TUZ W as asked what he thought,
he answered simply that he could SC  @& nothing ONg ın the wrıtings
of Uu1s de Leön, tor the atter s opınıons WEEIEC the aIne hıs
OW He refused, however, LO discuss the decisions of the Inquisition
because of his respect tor ecclesiastical triıbunal 191) We shall
SC later that Alonso himself W as LO be accused before the Inqui-
sıt10n, but for difterent IGCasonmn 192).

IBD) « Expertus loquor et doleo CONSUMpPtos ın istıs S1Ne fructu ı A Ct
the text ot the prologue gzıven by BOLANO ISLA, Cit.,; 7/9-80 No CODY
of the Recognitio summularum wWas avajlable the present wrıter. However, the
sarme ıdeas &.8  - be SCCNMN ın the dedication of the 1554 edition of Vera Cruz
Resolutio dialectica, to 2wv

lßl) GRIJALVA, cıt (2nd print.), dad chap. X1, 591 Is 18 sa1d
that he wrote detense ot Luis de eön, but there 18 evidence of such
work Ct BIA, VIIL, 172 (F also, BELL, cıt., 169

102) further attempt of Vera Cruz rejuvenate studies 15 indicated by
(CUEVAS ın hıs Documentos ineditos, XXVI. He SaVYS Alonso tried, but

without SUCCCSS, retorm the plan and method of studies 1ın the University.
Cuevas, however, g]ıves urther ıntormation thıs point, and other evV1-
dence that effect has been found by the present wriıter.
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Vera Cruz PUrDOSCe, then, 1n rewriting the COUTISE ın philo-
sophy Was excellent ON ıt 15 question, however, to what
extent he W as successful. {t 18 clear that his eftort Was not darıng

ıt might ave ecen Oswaldo Robles, wh has made INOTE

thorough study of the philosophical wrıtings of Fray Alonso than
an other writer, polnts OUutTt that, while Vera (Cruz 18 usually clear
and precıise, his style 15 dry and IMONOLONOUS Furthermore, he 18
sometımes tOO dependent uUuDONIN authority in place of the arguments
of I[Cason anı hıs syllogisms AIl occaslonally weak and verbose. In
other words, he shows the infÄuence of the decadent scholastics 193).
The question arıses then should Vera Cruz be classifie
the true restiorers of scholasticism should he be placed
the decadent scholastics 194) Robles maıntaıns VeErYy deffinitely that
Alonso de la Vera Cruz Was LIrue { homist anı belongs
the restorers of PUTre scholasticism. His opınıon 15 based chiefly
LW things. Firstly, he shows that Vera Cruz always insisted upON
the genuıne doctrine of St TIhomas and Aristotle and that his philo-
sophy W as clearly and explicitly anti-nominalist 195) Nominalism 15
on of the elements that brought about the scholastic decadence,
and Fray Alonso, 1n severa| places, refutes the nominalist opınıon
of such Gregory of Mımin1, Uccam, and Henry of Gent 196).
Secondly, Robles pDOoINts Out that Vera Cruz, instead of sımply
repeatıng the opınıons of INOTE recent and less gifted philosophers,
went LO the wrıtiıngs of the ogrea philosophers and based his wrıtings

their works 197) Alonso de la Vera Cruz Was } of wıde
erudition wh showed ready familiarity with Al the grea thinkers,

193) ROBLES, Investigaciön filosöfico-natural, XIV-XV.
194) number of rıters have reterred this question. &. for example,

VALVERDE LLEZ: Apuntaciones histöricas sobre la filosofia Mexico (Mexico
City, 18-119 JUNQUERA, Cit., 48-57 Ihe tendency has been
INOTE toward considering Vera Cruz n the decadents. But these opınıons
ave been superficial because wriıter before Robles has showed an extensive
knowledge of the writings of Vera Cruz

195) ROBLES, Filösofos MEeXICANOS, 20-34
186) Vera Cruz, though Augustinian, wWas not educated ıIn Augustinian

chools. 1£ he ha: been, ıt 15 possible that he INay have OINEe under the infÄuence
of Gregory of Rimini, Augustinian General of the tourteenth CeNtury, who began
d nominalist trend n SOINE Augustinian philosophers. As ıt turned out, Vera
Cruz prevented that trend ftrom entering ınto the traınıng gıven Augustinian
students 1n Mexico.

197) ROBLES, Filösofos MEXICANOS, 27-30
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both ancıent and INOTEC recent. He macde INAaNnY references to the
works of such InNne Plato Aristotle, St Augustine, St I homas,
AÄAlbertus Magnus, Scotus, eic

In SUININATYV Can Sa y that ıf 15 quite certaın that Fray Alonso
deserves full credit tor real attempt LO restore DUIEC scholasticısm.
On the other hand, must admit that his W as nOot particularly
brilliant mind an he made extraordinary contribution philo
sophical studies. VWhat 15 most important, however, 1s the tact that
he W as clearly A of the eed for restoratıon an he Cdid al least
set the pattern ın the right direction when he published the rst
COUTSEC of philosophy in the New Waorld Ihe verbosity and arıdity
of his style presents difficulty but that 15 something that CAannot
be fairly judged by twentieth-century reader. Such style W as

oINnImINnNon the period and NOW that Vera Cruz' books WEeTICcC

widely accepted, not only 1ın Mexico, but also 1ın Spain. We MUStT

DaYy triıbute LO Fray lonso s intelligence, learnıng and foresight,
In the realization that, working In primıtıve and far emoved
trom Luropean cCenters of learnıng, he W as able nOL only to produce
his philosophical works, but also introduce the elements of
scholastic reform which Wa  N then beginning LO catch hold ın the
schools of the Old World

The tourth an last of the printed works of Alonso de la Vera
Cruz Wa  N the ON est known LO hıs contemporarıes and hIS est
single contribution LO the m1ss10nNs of Mexico 198) [t 15 the Speculum
conıugiorum, book the moral theology, and especlally the on

law, of matrımony, with the particular an VEIY valuable PUTDOSEC
of provıding oguilde fOI' solving the complicated concerning
the newly-converted Indians. {Ihe Arst edition w as published in
Mexico City In 1556 with dedication LO the Vicerov uUuls de
Velasco. I wo revised editions WEEeI®C later published In Spain, and

fourth edition wWas printed In Milan iın 1999, Aifteen ca after
the death of Alonso 199) Ihe book W as actually composed, however,

198) ( pralıse gıven by Juan GUIARA EGUREN, Ribliotheca Mexicana
(1755) SCCI1 ın unpublished translation being prepared by Ernest Burrus,
paragraph 155

I‘UB) Apparently tourth edition W as projected 1ın the ıtetime of Vera Cruz,
but realized. On July 4 1581, he ha: wrıtten the printer Simön de
Portunaris ın Salamanca gıve permiıss1ıon tor edition of the Speculum.
hıs letter 1S published ın BOLANO ISLA, C! 37-138 His SOUTCE 18
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ın 1546 ten Prevı1ous LO iıts publication, Vera Cruz tells
ın the introduction 200). He waited that length of time SC

how ıt would be received, and when he found that the book W as

approved and sought after by the earned iın theology an on

law, he put ıt ınto prıint. Fray Alonso had OINC LO Mexico 1 15326
an ın the subsequent of practica]l experlence 1ın the M1SS10NS,
he gained the knowledge needed LO write this valuable guide for
his tellow miısslonarles. Again C  - SC  @ the wisdom and foresight
of Francisco de Ia Cruz, when he Set Out LO persuade the earned
secular prıest, Vera TUZ then Was, Joın the exican mı1ss1ions
he wanted an skilled 1ın the arts and 1ın theology wh would be
able LO tackle the problems that welIe arısıng ıIn the He and

Fray Alonso put much Serl10us study ınto the preparatıon of
thiıs book In hıs SUIMNINALY al the en of the volume he lists the
Fathers, theologians and canon1ısts whose works he employed they
present formidabile aYy an represen the extensıveness of hıs
learning 201). The book 15 divided ınto three sections matrımony
1n general and the impediments, matrımony o  d the nfıdels

the dissolution of marrıage. [Ihe rst z editions of the Sfpecu-
Ium coniugiorum WEeTIie published before the closing of the Counscıil
LO Irent. Because the Council had made number of changes Cgal-
ding the laws of matrımony, especılally 1n reference To clandestine
marrlage, Vera Cruz found 1t NECCECSSaAIY LO put Out Appendix
to make the required adjustments ın hıs book He could not, he
SaVYS ın the introduction LO the AÄppendix, rewrıte the whole book

he did the ext est thing by composing the Appendix with
marginal references LO the Text of the Speculum where correction
w as needed. The Appendix ad speculum coniugiorum W as rst
published separately ın Madrid ın F5/1 and then printed ın single
volume with the LextT of the Speculum yCarl later ın Alcala. TIhe
164A4S0N fOI‘ the separate publication of the Appendix W as probably
simply question of convenlence 202). [Ihe edition of Alcalä W as

already iın preparatıon, but Vera Cruz W as ıIn Madrid handlıng the

Mexico, Archivo de Notarias, Protocolo de Antonıo Alonso, ano de 1581, fols
mlxxxvi and mlxxxv]

200) Fo 1V o 599 edition.
201) Pp 369-370 of 599 edition.
202) BOLANO ISLA, cıt., 116 He quotes the opınıon of PE PASTOR,

Biografia madrilefia,
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affairs of Mexico and preparıng his return the mM1sSsS10NS. In order
to aAVeOC himselt time he had the Appendix printed and corrected
In Madrid and then sent 1t LO Alcalä to be incorporated ıIn the
Speculum. ncluded ın the Appendix Are the eXISs of three Bulls
issued by Popes Leo Adrian v 9 and 1US they are the
basıs fOI' certaın privileges that Fray Alonso claims for the relig10us
miısslıonaries In the COUTSE of hıs wrıting. As regards the privileges
of religi0us, ıt 15 ınteresting tO otfe that he had planned LO publish

compendium of privileges wiıth the Arst edition of the Speculum
coniugiorum. It 18 indicated the title Page of the 1556 edition,
but actually ıt 15 not be ftound ıIn that edition ın an y later
on 203) Ihe wrıtings of Vera Cruz privileges 111 be taken
INOTE ın detail ın chapter SIX

Before considering the NieENTS of the Speculum, something
must be sa1ıd the nature of the matrımon1a| problems of the
ndians 204). The chief difficulty facıng the mıss]lonarles ın the matter
of marrıage for the N CONverts W as the custom of polygamy. [+
W as particularly Serlous difficulty because polygamy W as generally
practised by the exican chieftains and Wa  N theretfore specıal
obstacle LO the conversiıon of the ruling class. hıs difficulty wWas

urther accentuated by the fact that pDolygamy W as INOTIEe than Just
CONcessıo0NnN LO sensuality, 1T Was the basıs of economıc system.

TIhe pOossession of INManYy en DaVC the chief larger labor force,
an hence better Ba of income. When the chief wWwWas COMN-

verted LO Christianity, the problem W as NnOot only LO persuade him
abandon polygamy, but also LO determine which Was his legi-

timate wite Must he retaın the OI he rst married, could he
choose the OIl he preferred hat brought the urther question
of whether there wWwWas such thing valid marrlage ONg the
infidel ndians, pa trom those which welIiIe sımply ONCU-

binage. These then wWeIe the questions that Vera TUZ sel out LO
NSWET Ihe whole problem of settling the complicated marrıage

Wa  CN urther contused by the struggle between the religious
and the bishops. The latter claimed that such were reserved

208) The title Page of the 1556 edition Ca be SCCNMH In BIA\, VIN 166 The
present wriıter has not SC this first edition, but ıt wWas consulted through the
kind assıstance of Dr Castaneda of the University of Texas.

204) For INOTE complete revilew of thıs question, c£ RICARD, La conquete
spirituelle », |134-141]



Fray Alonso de la Vera Cruz, 121

tOo them and they complained that the relig10us WEeTiItc actıng beyond
their POWETIS ın marryıng and annulıng marrlages the basıs of
their investigatıon of the legal status of Indian marrıages Prev1OUSs
LO conversion. TIhe religious, of COUTSC, defended themselves
the grounds of their privileges.

In the rst part of Speculum conıiugiorum Vera Cruz reated
the law of matrımony ıIn general and the impediments. He DaVC

complete exposıtion, ın SIXty articles, of the naiure of the marrıage
CONLraAC and the impediments LO valid and licit CONnLirac |t 15
chiefly this rst part that he had revıse according LO the decrees
of the Councıl of I rent. Ihe largest tem ın the revıs1on, which 185
contained ıIn the already mentioned Appendix, 1s the question of
clandestine marrılage. W hile iıt had previously een taught that
clandestine marrıage, though aV sSIn, eXcept iın certaın specified
cırcumstances, wWas valıid CONLIra the Councıil of Irent declared
that marrıage which W as nOTL contracted before the Dastor hıs
delegate and with the NECECSSaALY wıtnesses and banns W a invalid.
In serles of fourteen dubia with their solutions, Vera Cruz brought
hıs book LO date, and reated also gf the NCCCSSAIY sSte for
t+he confirmation of the marrlage of Nne converts. The rest of the
Appendix 185 devoted statıng the decrees of the Councıil regardıng
the effect of ftorce employed agaınst DETrSoN entering marrıage,
and the natiure an effect of certaın dispensations. urther matter
reated ere 15 the marrlage of transıents ), and the authority of
the prıest wh officiates at such marıtal CONLraAC TIhe question
of the privileges of religi0us aDPCaIrs where Vera Cruz maiıntaıns
+hat religious ıIn the Spanish mi1ssl1ons do nNnOot eed the permission
of the Ordinary LO valıdly and licitly a transıents 205)

The second Dart of the Speculum 15 INOT®e pertinent LO the
peculijar problems of the m1sSs10Ns. In thiırty-sıx articles Fray Alonso
discusses the nature and valıdity of marrlage o  d the infıdels
of the New World and the nature of polygamıy. First of ın
article LWO, Vera Cruz poıints Out that, while there 18 such thing

valid marriage o  z infiıdels, the ndians of the New World
presented specıial problem because of the EeEAsSe with which they
could put aWaYy their rst wite and because of the custom of mar-
ryıng IManYy wWwI1ves. But iın spıte of these conditions prejudicıial
legitimate matrımony, he concluded that there wWas true marrıage

205) Speculum conıugiorum Appendix,
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when INa  } an joined together freely ın accordance with
the Indian CUuUSLiOMmMS. He described omMme of these CUStOoms an de
monstrated that marrlage the ndians was iıntended to be,
an often actually Was, ermanent, and had the true of
legitimate matrımony. In this second article, and the three subse-

ONCS, Vera Cruz DaVe SOoOIMe interesting ethnological details
of the ıte of the ndians of Michoacän. There Wa  77} diference
between the marrlage rıtes of the nobility and those of the ommon

people but both SroOUuUDS were capable of making valıd
In those however, where there wWas cCOoOonNnsent expressed
between the W: partıes and semblance of ra even

though they continued to live together, there Was Lrue marrlage.
As tor the custom of polygamy, Vera Cruz argued that the

practice of taking several]l wives, though ntrary to the natura|l aW,
could be legitimate tor the inhidel ndians because of their ıgnorance
of the natura|l law an because the N law of the Gospel had
not een preached LO them. The use of divorce, however, could
6YVe be legitimate, SCVeCn according to the laws and CUstoms
of the ndians 206). JIhe question about which of INan y wWwives WAas
LO be regarded the lawful wite of converted Indian 15 difficult
OnNn: Vera Cruz 0o€s not directly NSWEer this question, but indicates
his belief that the first wite must always be retaıned the lawful
SPDONSE 207) The bulk of the mater1a| after artıcle five In part tw
of the Speculum 18 taken with long and somewhat verbose
disquisitions the natural law and the dispensation of the Old

206) Ibid art Il, article IV : article ...  X111, conclus. article A  XV111, Afinal COIMN-
clusion.

207) Ibid., c£ especially art article 1V, Vera Cruz based his
opınıon the on of Innocent 88| Gaudemus ın Domino », de divortiis,
(1201) his states that CONvert who previously had several W1ves Ca  -
retaın only his first wiftfe unless the Pauline privilege 18 applicable, ‚vVen though
he INaYy ave already divorce his first wite ıIn accordance ıth the law

An effort solve this question n  z made by Pius ın his constitution
Romanı ontifices ) , Aug 571 18 document VII In the appendix of the

Codex Juris canonicı.) Pjus decreed that the CONvert MAaYy be permitted to live
In marrıage ıth the wife who 18 baptized ıth him Leön LOPETEGUI In hıs
article, La const:tucıon omanı Pontificis Estudios eclesiästicos, Vol XVI,

(October, 487-511, shows that ne problems vVer the
application of the above constıitution. He maiıntaıns, 206, that Vera Cruz
wWas n the conservatıve canonısts wh imited the interpretation of the
papal decree. It 18 doubtful however, whether not 46) true iıdea of Fray Alonso’s
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Testament, treatment of the degrees of relationship for contracting
lawful marrıage, discussion of the Pauline privilege and other
similar questions.

The third part of t+he Speculum 15 composed of twentLy articles
divorce, OT INOTEC accurately, Vera Cruz indicates 1n the intro-

duction, separatıon an annulment, the judicial procedure, and
finally, OINe moral theology of the uUuse of matrımony. The only
article that 15 of specıal interest 15 eleven because ıt speaks
of the privıleges of religious for handlıng marrlage his
question 111 be taken ın chapter S1X.

Before leaving the subject of Alonso de la Vera Cruz contr1-
bution to education an learning ın Mexico, something mMuUuUust be
saı1d of hıis work GE SOI of books Ihe Arst such assıgnment
NOW of probably CaIne from the University of Mexico. COINNN-

mıssıon representing the King and Archbishop approved the 1554
edition of Commentaria In Ludowvici Vives exercıtationes linguae
Latinae by the noted humanıst Francisco Cervantes de Salazar. TIhe
members of the commıssıon werIre Doctor Matheo Sedeno Areualo
and aestro Alonso de la Vera Cruz 208) [Iwo other works CCN-

sored by Vera Cruz weI«e the I ratos contratos de mercaderes
tratantes (Salamanca, 1569 by Tomäs Mercado, and Doctinalis fidei
(Mexico, 577 by the Augustinian Medina Plaza 209)' AIOI'ISO also
censored z  el books by the ranciscan Maturino Gilberti, Tesoro
espiritual an Didlogos de doctrina cristiana, published ın Mexico
City ın 1558 an 1559 respectively 210). Both these works WT

blished ın T arascan, the language of Michoacän, and autograph
CODY of the eriticısm of the Didlogos by Vera TU7zZ 15 extant 211).
Maturino Gilberti wWas the center $ CONLroversvy between the
bishops and the religious 212) His Didlogos Was contested for
period of sSseventeen Ca (  ) first by the Bishop of Michoa-

posıtion Ca be ftound ıIn the Speculum conıugiorum because the ast revıisıon of
thıs book, that 1S, the Appendix, wWas published In the SaInle yYCar that the NC

decree was issued, 571 Ihe final aNnswWer thıs question must awaıt urther
research ınto the wrıtiıngs of Vera Cruz

208) ILARES CCARLO, cıt., appendix 1, 6, 169
209) BIA, VIIL, 173
210) Ibid
2ll) 425 tols 327-328 ritten ın the hand of Vera Cruz, ıt 1S signed by

him and the first tolio 1S Iso signed by Diego de Chavez,
212) RICARD, La ( conquete spirituelle » s 77-79
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can Vasco de Quiroga, and then by the Archbishop of Mexico
City Alonso de Montüfar. [t W as contended, probably without much
basis, that his uüse of Tarascan W as ınaccurate an misleading. Vera
Cruz, at an rate, PFaVe the Didlogos complete approval he saıd the
book W as (( approved most Catholic and ın conformity with the
holy doctors 213) He reviewed tour charges agaınst Gilberti, O:

linguistic an three doctrinal, an cleared him all four
The unpublished works gf Fray Alonso which ave nOot ecen

avaiılable tor this study ave nOoLt een considered In this chapter.
complete list of a]] his writings 311 be ftound ıIn the appendices.

Amoneg his unpublished treatıses the most notable aTre er  WOoO works
dealing with philosophy, Commentary on law COINMEN-

Lary the E.pistles of St Paul and gram mar f01' the Tarascan
language.

final pomnt ought LO be made about the contribution of Alonso
de la Vera CI'UZ LO exican culture from the artıstic and archi-
tectural polt of VIeW. He wWas responsible, at least indirectly, for
the designing an building of INanYy of the Augustinian monasterıes
which AaIle today o  g the est national monuments of Mexico. It
wWas during hıs three full erms ma)Jor super1o0r that INanYy of these
splendid buildings werIre planned and begun, and the plans mMUuUSst
ave een at least approved, if nNnOoTt LO OIM degree directed an
inspired, by him TIo mention on famous monastery ounded by
Vera Cruz, there 15 Cuitzeo, which Cuevas calls that glorious
CONVenT of the gvolden CeNLtuUry, the est and mMoOost artıstıic ecclesias-
tical building that NOW ıIn Mexico 214).

Arthur EINNIS,
(To be continued).

218) 425. fo 327 C Se IUCVa SGT catholicamente dicho contorme los
santos doctores

214) (CUEVAS, Origenes del humanismo Mexico, uıtzeo « aquel
gzlorioso Convento del siglo de OTo, la me)Jor mas artistıca ansıon eclesiästica
qQUuU«C MN Mexico ONOCEUSINOS D.


