
The dea of Rome
In the Sermons of St Augustine

When AÄugust 2 410 the C1ıty of Rome fell victhm
LO the Goths of Alaric the iıdea of Rome had already long and
varıed history behind ıt T here had always existed close and
seemingly indissoluble unıon between the Roman sSLaAaie and Roman
religion. It wWas OININON Roman ıdea that the cıty siatie
ike the family and indeed an collectivity with permanent den-
tity had divine character. TIhus, In securıngz relig10us (01>0:E:

tion for himsellf, Augustus did not claim divinıty which belonged
LO h1m DETSON had COIINC LO h1m by descent all he claimed
Was partıcıpatıon iIn, and assocıatıon with, the divinıity of the
Roman respublica. Moreover, 1ın Roman hearts there had. 9TrOoOWnN

the firm belief that ıt W as their fpietas their ready obedience
LO the ll of the vyods of Rome anı the scrupulous performance
of their duties to them that had gıven Rome her imperial SWaYVY
hus the gods of Rome werIre sel ın relation with the ıdea of
Rome As matter of fact, ın the OUISC of time the vods of
Rome themselves lost INOIE an INOIC theır independent, self-
sufficient existence and. WOEIC pressed nto the Servıce of Rome
and her empbpiıre, while the glorification of the Zre  SS and 1V1-
nely purposed importance of the empıre Was brought consciously
into the forefront of the state-religion.

Wi;ith the foundation of the templum Urbis by adrian, Roma
entered the official circle of the vods of the sLiaAte She W as

worshiped, however, nNnOLT much divine protectress of the
Roman and embpıre, but rather divine personification of
the imperial capital with the splendor of ıts MONUuMENLS an works
of art and, above all ıts past Witness the votıve altars
which Roman officers, stationed in the distant Yyarrısons of the
empıre, erected LO Roma aeterna, Fortuna Redux, an kindred
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deities, tO CAPRICSS ıIn religious torm their longing and nostalgia
for Rome 5} These apparently sıncere eXpress1ons of sentiment
Were In accord with the ylowing terms used by cContemporary
wriıters In describing the CHY. While the Augustan Doets and
other authors of the hirst Century conhine their pralses TO
on z especially Impressive mMOoNumMents of the CIty, such
the Capitol 5 and the Fılavian amphitheater °) 1O these pralses
Cl bestowed upON the cC1ıty whole and they a  y the INOTEe

weight they arce wriıtten by non-Romans. Human words, Aelius
Aristides, second-century Greek sophist ftrom Mysia, SaYS ın hıs
encomıum Romae °} do NOT suffice praıse the C1ty according
LO ıts merıts ; human CYCS Are nOT capable of beholding the C1ıty
ın INalNnneTr COMMENSUTrate LO ıts splendor ; Ina would eed the
CYVCS of all-seeing Argus )) rather all-seeing vod LO
do AÄbout z  ®] hundred ca later hemistius, another Creek
sophist from Paphlagonia, calls Rome marvellous SC of
beauty, defying ll description In reporting the vısıt of
Constantius LO Rome ın 356 D 9 Ämmianus Marcellinus,
Greek from Syrian ntioch, tells 7 of the AaW '‘ and admiration
with which the CINDECTO W äa  CN A‘illed when he beheld the Roman
forum, the imperlal tora, the temple of Jupiter Capitolinus, the

thetemplum Urbis, Pantheon, the Flavian amphitheater, the
theater of Pompey and the other famous monuments of the
Eiternal City. Only tew ca before Rome’s Capture by Alaric,
Claudianus, LEgyptian, extols the cCıty second to NONe

earth. According LO hım, CYC CZ INCAaAsSsure ıts se1lze, 1MmMa-
gyınatıon ıts beauty‚ VvolcCe ıts praıse 0

When the cıty the Tiber had LO urrender ıts posıtion
capıtal of the world LO the emperor s He residence the Bos-
[0)  9 the belief 1n the eternıty of the empııTE the MOsT tena-
C10US of a ]] the beliefs which survived from the old religion

Corpus inscriptionum latinarum I, 1422; VII, 370; 3972
% VIRGIL Aeneid VIIL, 347 and VID (Fasti NS /3) describe the Capitol

« golden », HORACE Carmina IN. 3: « gleaming » s and SENECA the
Eilder (Controversiae 1, 6, 4) gleaming 1ın PUIE gold ı M}

*) ARTIAL, Epigrammaton liber
% Oratio XIV (ed L)INDORF, Leipzig, 1829, vol E 323)

Oratio AI (ed DINDORF, Leipzig, 1852, 218)
Res gestae AVI, 10, 13.15
De consulatu Stilichonis IL, 132-133
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di NOLt tollow the CISON of the CINPCTIOT, but remaıned attached
to the place. In explaining the famous lines of the Aeneid ®)
which Jupiter declares that he had bestowed dominion without
end (Imperium INe fine) the Romans )) , Servius °} the fourth-
century COMMEeNLaAtLOrTr of Virgil, SaVYS expressly that the Doet sed
the word RO'].'I'I&I'] instead of Rome only because nOot EVECIMN

ıIn sacred rıtes oe€es an DEeErSoN er the real Namne of that CI D

The T8801> belief that the fate of the empıre W as intimately COIN-

nected with the VOLY existence of the C1ty of KRome, W ä  N also at
the bottom of the plea fOI' the restoratıon of the altar of Victory

the senatehouse, wh1ch Symmachus addressed LO Valentinian {
3603-592). Ihe last great champion of the old religion makes Roma
hersel{t speak ıIn her role of divine personification of the Fternal
City @

Allow to perform the sacred ancestral] rıtes, for | -

X10OUS LO perform them. Allow LO live after CusStom, for
free his religion has subjected the world tOo laws,

these sacred rıtes aAave driven Hannıbal from walls and the
Gauls from the Capitol. Have een spared only tOo be censured
ın old ag

N 15 ın the armec role that Roma 15 pictured by Claudianus c}
The poet pralses her because sh has not acted iıke mıstress,
but ıke mother, rece1ıving the conquered peoples ınto her bosom
and invıtıng them to share her citizenship. [t 15 X0 her rule of ca  c
that the world has become on OINMMMON ome where ma
live where he pleases. {Ihe Passage LO end with the DrO-
phetic words: Nec termınus umquUuUan Romanae diecionis erıt ) A

Though early Christian wrıters b1untly eny the claim
that the Romans OW: their imper1al SWAaY LO their renowned Hıetas,
they believe firmly their counterparts that end
of Rome would INECAan the end o the world In defending the oyalty
of the Christians owards t+he Roman EeMMPETOT, Tertullian 12) stiates

Christian 1S Nne  V of OMNGC;, much less of the emp«erorN.
Sınce he knows hım LO be appoıinted by his OW God he must

VIRGIL, Aeneid E 275-279
On VIRGIL, AÄAeneid IR

10) Relationes (ed EECK, MGH ucT. ant. VE 282)
ll) De consulatı Stilichonis HE 150-160
12) Scapulam Z
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love, CevecrenCce, honor, and wish h1m well, together with the whole
Roman embpıre, long the world shall ast For long the
Roman embpiıre 11 last

Lactantius 70} CXPTCSSECS hımselftf Ccven MoOore precisely, linking
the fate of the world with the existence of the VeEry Cıty of Rome

But when that capıtal of the world shall ave fallen, and shall
ave begun tO be street, according LO the prophecy of the -
byls 14), wh Ca  —j doubt that the en of human affairs an of the
entire world has arrıved } {t 15 that C1ty which still sustaıns a ]]
things, an: the God of heaven 1s LO be entreated an: beseeched

E indeed, His ordinances and decrees Ca be delayed lest,
SQOOIIEGT EXDECTL, that abominable tyrant should COM wh
11 cCommıt ogreat outrage and dig Out that CVEC by whose
destruction the world itself 11 hasten to ıts ruın.

In V1IECEW of the tenacıo0us belief that the fate of the WOI'Id W as

ırrevocabily bound LO that of Rome, mMa easıly imagıne the
panıc which seized the inhabitants of the vast Roman embpıre when
the hords of Alaric entered the Fternal City : LO them ıt seemed
the death-blow to civilization ıtself. No other cContemporary wriıter
has expressed INOTE vivıdly these feelings of horror and dismay
than St Jerome. When the terrifyıng NECEWS reached hll'l'l ıIn Bethle-
hem ıt almost broke his heart 3 FOI' moment,. his scholarly
actıvıty seemed 9 ave een paralysed ; an though the great
champion of asceticısm did nOot allow himself LO fall victım LO
despair and Sa ıIn t+he catastrophe warnıng lesson of

to disengage themselves from the pleasures of the WOI’1C] an
Lurn LO things eternal, he \ LO ave SV resigned himseltf
completely LO the eviıls then visıted upDON the West by the bar-
barian 1invasıons.

St Augustine’s reactiıon to the historical cCırcumstances which
climaxed ın laric’s cCapture and sack of Rome W ä  N quıte diferent.
Not ı$ he had NOL een aftected by the DrraVe events of hıs
AD Being Ppastor of souls, he felt and understood the profound
anguish of Christian minds at the urmo:il of the times. Nor W as

he less loyal cıtızen of the orbis Romanus than St Jerome,

13) iVvinae institutiones VIIL, 25, CSEL 19, 664 }
14) Oracula Sibyllina I, 364 VIIL, 165 (ed GEFFCKEN, (& d Die Oracula

Sibyllina, 67 : 150)
15) C$£ especlally In Ezech L, praef PL. 7 15 Ep 126 2; PZ7: 128

CSEL 6, 144; 124; 161)
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devoid of feeling for Rome when that noble victım succumbed
the barbarian onslaught. [t 15 the old Roman spırıt that speaks ın
hiıim when he praıises the virtues which had made Rome'’'s historical
oreatiness R But he AAl the phase of history experienced by
his generatıon In much wider perspective than the excitable
hermit of Bethlehem ’ he Ccecs ıt ın perspective that embraces
the entire history of mankind and the whole system of Christian
beliefs. It 1S, of COUTISE., his greates work, The City o} God, which
DaVEC tOo hıs troubled contemporarıes comprehensive NSWEeTr to
the burning question LO why such oreat calamities had befallen
Rome ancl the empıre after they had become Christian. Begun

livre de ciırconstance LO 1SwWEeT the specific accusatıon +hat
Christianıty Wa  N responsible for Al the evils then besetting the
Roman world, ıt DW ınto monumental work ın which he Aalnla-

Iyzed moOost miıinutely Christian attiıtude toward history whole
TIhe bishop of Hıppo Was, however, LOO keenly of the Pa -
ticular needs of his time and LOO anx1ı0us LO bring Cal LO men's
souls LO remaın silent ın face of the mountıng accusatıons
and the profound anguish troubling Christian minds until his COINN-

prehensive work had een completed 1n 426 Immediately tollowing
the stırrıne events of AÄugust, 410 he preached especially four
SCETITINONS ] 1n which he nOt only revealed his O W reactiıon to the
sufferings caused by the continuous barbarıan 1iNnvasıons and 1N-
filtrations ın general, and to the tragıc episode of the fall of Rome

18) De ciuitate Dei N
17) Sermo 499-506) 105 (PL. 38, 618-625) ; Biblioth

Casın. E 133 (ed MORIN, Sanctıi Augustini post Maurinos reperti,
ıIn Miscellanea Agostiniana vol |Rome, 401-412 ; t+he SETIINON W3a

known before 296 In the Maurıiıst edition 38, -  ) ; an
de urbis excıidio 40, 715-724)

St Augustine have made the Arst AA A the apture of
Rome Dy Alarıc In Denis XAXIV, 151 Morin) c£ KUNZELMANN, Die
Chronologie der Sermones des Augustinus, Miscellanea Agostiniana [1, 01,
wh established September 25 410 the date of the SCIINON (a month after
the fall of Rome) To the sSaIle period there must belong SC 25 ; 30
(PL 38, 167-171 493-498) ; and Caillau et Saint-Yves It. 272-274 Morin)
In the fırst z SCTITINONS St Augustine speaks of vl tımes (cf especially
sermn. 25, 3; and 8) the third SCIINONMN carrıes the title De tribulationibus
et fpressurıs mundi: (cf KUNZELMANN, loc CI 500) Ihe ıdea of Rome ın
St Augustine has been treated shortly by FISCHER, Die V ölkerwanderung 17
Urteil der zeitgenössischen Schriftsteller Galliens untfer Einbeziehung des heiligen
Augustinus, Heidelberg-Waibstadt, 1948, 83-87
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ın partıcular, but also aıd OoOWN the principles by which the Chris
tian should be guided In the adversities of the day 1t 15 ın these
SCTIINONS that St Augustine also proposed NE interpretation of
the iıdea of Rome

We begin with which belongs LO the en: of the
yYCar 410 S TIhe SCIINON 15 based the words of Christ : Vae
mundo scandalis.. )) (Matt | /-9) an: antıcıpates the apolo-
getical thoughts of The City of God Like the rst books of this
work ıt deals with the question how the exıistence of Provident
Go &7B  5 be econciled with the sufferings of the Roman world,
caused by the barbarian INVas1ıons, and with the great scanda-
um of St Augustine’s day, the fall of Rome

Ihe bishop of Hıippo begins hıs discussion of the crucijal PIO-
blem by making clear distinction between ressura (affliction,
trıal) ancl scandalum (stumbling-block) E karthly affliction should
not be stumbling-block by inducing tO crıticıze od’s WaYys
with INa As the maın PUrPpDOSEC of the olive-press 15 NOL LO crush
the olive, but LO separate the clear 011 from the pulp, thus earthly
affliction 15 NnOoL SECeNLTL LO INa crush ım, but LO bring Out his irue
value by g1vineg h1m opportunıity LO practıse the virtues of
tience an ECISECVECIANCE, LO profess his faith, an (9) resist the
temptation LO S1nNn. Job the rea sufterer of the Old JT estament,
Wa  CN model of such patiıence, resıgnatıon and Ailial TUS INn God
TIhe miısery suddenly engulfing hım W as stumbling-block LO him
though 1t W as LO his witfe because sh foolishly advised him tO

God and die (cf Job 21 9)
St Augustine then applies this distinction the calamities of

hıs O W time. master of the Latin LONZUeE, he X1ves graphic
description of the B VI: rısıng tide of barbarısm that W as OVEeTI-

whelming fresh terrıtories vVerYvy VYCAal, cıtes the accusatıon,
and explains LO his listeners how Christian should receıve such
aftflictions 29)

TIhe world 15 aıd waste, the 15 trodden. Come then,
Christian, SC1ON of heaven ! OU, who ATr pilgrims earth,

wh seek citizenship ın heaven, wh long fOI' cCommuUnNnıOoN with the
holy angels, understand that you ave COIMME nto the world 1n

18) Ct K.UNZELMANN, Die Chronologie, 500
H'l) Sermo 81, (L 38, 500)
20) Ibid (PL 38, 503
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such WaY that yOoOUu might leave 1t agaın. You Al but passıngz
through the world, seeking LO reach Hım who has created ıt |_et
not the lovers of the world, who w1sh LO remaın ın ıt though
they LOO AI compelled LO leave 1t whether they ike ıt nOoL
confound you let them nOot deceive VOU, let them nOTL ead VOU
astray. The present afflictions Are stumbling-blocks. ear God
an they Ul be but trials. TIhe affliction has COLLNNC It rests with
VOoUuU which of the [WO ıt ı11 be trial punishment. |t 11 be
such ıt finds you Affliction 15 hre Does 1t An VOU gold
hen 1t 311 take aWaY the slag Does 1t find you chaff hen ıt
11 turn Vou ınto ashes. TIhe afflictions, then, of which there AI

INanıy NO N> stumbling-blocks. But what AL e stumbling-
blocks TIhose oolish talks and utterances telling Look what
Christian times AI bringing about. ]I hose indeed, are stumbling-
blocks. For such things AIl told yVou LO make yOU love the world
and blaspheme Christ. hıs 15 what Vou AT told by VOUT friend,
VOUI adviser, that 1S, VOUT CV' his 15 what VOoOUuU Aarie told by y OUI
servant, VOUr ellow-worker, that 15, VOUZI hand hat 15 what yVou
AIe told perhaps by VYOUL employer, the OIl wh has raised VOU
from humbile posıtion 1n the world that 15, yOUIL foot. Pluck
OutL, cCut offt, Cast from VOU, do not CONSenNLtLT. (Cjive such people the
aImnlec NSWEeTr the INa who W as advised tO g1ve false testımonYy.
hus yOU also NSWEeT |$ somebody SaVYS LO you Look ıt 15 ın
Christian times that there Ar © great afflictions and that the world
15 aıd waste, NsSsWeTr also VOoOUu by Sayıng : Christ has foretold
thıs before 1t Camme LO Dass

Continuing this thought, St Augustine explains by simile
taken from human nature, why the world 15 afflicted with such
trials 21)

You wonder because the world 15 failing and has old
The world 1S ıke The latter 15 OT, o  y and wastes aWaYVY
In hlS old a! he 15 plagued by mMan y vexatıons: coughing fits,
obstruction caused by phlegm, ınfammation of the CYCS, difficulty
1ın breathing, feebleness. Man has o  Nn old and his vexatıons aAarec

mMan y The world has likewise o  n old and ıts afflictions ATr

INan y Is ıt nOot enough that God has sent Christ LO the world which
has W ol ıIn order LO strengthen YOoOUu ın time when ll things
begin a11 I)o not attach yourself to the aged world but
become In Christ wh SaYysS LO Vou The world DasSsSCS aWAaVYV,
15 old and feeble, and suffers ftrom shortness of breath. Have
fear YOUTI youth shall be renewed ike the eagle's (Ps 102 53

The SCIINON reaches ıts culmination ın the ast section 1n which
St Augustine trıes LO allay the profound anguish troubling the

21) Ibid 38, 504
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hearts of his listeners at the fall of Rome by spiritualizing the
rather [9) belief In the eternıty of the urbs Roma. According LO
him, ıt 15 nOot the materı1al existence of the C1ItY, built of stone and
wood, but the preservatıon of the spirıtual { Oalnes created under
the leadership of that cıty ıIn the QOUTISEC of ıts long history,
which the duration of the orbis Romanus depends. In this
Rome 11 NOL periısh long there aAflrc Romans who show
themselves worthy of KRome'’s ogreat Dast No inJustice 1S, therefore,
one LO the cıty of Rome by sayıngz that, sınce ıt has een buuilt
by the hands of INS ıt also 111 perish OoINe day For also the
world which has een created by God 311 OINe day COINC LO
en According XO the 111 of God. this 15 the fate of Al things
earthly. For the VEeErYy a1iIlnle I1CasSON), God has created mortal.
Mani’s earthly ıfe 15 but pilgrimage. The communıty of
(ctvitas) earth 1S likewise Anite and 311 OINne day COINE

en Though St Augustine’'s ultimate 1deal 15 the PaAassaspe of the
c1ivitas Romana ınto the c1vU1itas Dei, he believes that the time for
thıs transıtıon has nNnOL vVel arrıved. As ın hıs De civttate Dei /)
he e6c6s rather ın the $all of Rome only punıshment by God
and nOL the end of the orbis Romanus. hus 1N spıte of other-
worldliness, the historical outlook of St Augustine W as nOot
pessimıistıic that of Man y of his contemporarıes. To be SiHC.,
the barbarıan 1nvasıons with all the horror an suffering they 1N-
volved, an the fall of Rome wWelI e auses of COMNCETN LO him,
but he did NnOT despair because he believed In the historical m1S-
10 of the orbis Romanus planned by Divine Providence.
According LO hiım, thıs miıssıon W as NnOot bound LO the materija| cıty

the Tiber but LO the spirıtual forces stil] alive ıIn the orbis
Romanus 7}

Look somebody SdaVYS ıt 15 ın Christian times +hat Rome
has perished. [But answer : | Perhaps Rome has nNnOotL perished ;
perhaps ıt W as only severely punıshed, NnOL annihilated ; perhaps
ıt w as only chastised, NnOoL destroyed. Perhaps Rome has nOLt p —_
rished, i the Romans do NnOT perish. For they 11 NnOot perish, f
they y1ve God the honor : they ll however, perish, ı$ they
blaspheme Hım For what 15 Rome without the Romans } The
things that matter Al NOL INasses of stone an wood, nNnOot high
tenementhouses an! towerıng walls All thıs W as built LO topple
ın ruıns OINe day When INa built ıE, he put stone upOonNn stone

22) !bid 38, 505)
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and when he destroyed E: he tore stone from stone Ihe hand
of built ıt the hand of also destroyed ıt |)o Rome
al injJustice by sayıng that ıt falls ın ruıns Not Rome, but
perhaps LO him wh built ıt Do an inJustice LO ıts
ounder because Sa that Rome :ounded by Romulus falls ın
ruıns The VEILIYyY world which has een created by God 311

1n ame SOINEC day On the other hand, the work of INa 0o€es
nOtL £all without od’s ll 110r o€es od’s OW. creation - fall
without Hıis 11 For 11{ the work of o€es nOot fal] without
the l of God how K  —_ od’s work fall by the 11 of
Yet Go created the world for YOUTF sake 1ın such WaYy that ıt
ı1l perish. He therefore, also created yOUu mortal Man
himself, the ornament of the communıty (ornamentum civitatis),
member, ruler and master of the communıty, nto the
world LO leave ıt agaın, 18 orn LO ie, enters the world LO Dass
through ıt Heaven Aan: earth l Dass aAaWAaY (Matt 2 9 35)
W hat wonder then, $ OINC day the communıty 11 COINeE to
en And $ this en has perhaps not yel arrived, SOMME day ıt
311 nevertheless GL

TIhe accusatıon that the £a]] of Rome occurred
Christian times, St Augustine rejects by poıinting LO the fate of
Rome'’'s mother-city, Iroy, that went 1ın smoke and ame 1ın

times. Quoting from Sallust and Virgil, he eminds hıs crıtics
that 1t W as with the vanquished and fugitive vods of fallen Iroy
that the founding athers arrıved ıIn Latıum, and he asks the
question whether thiıs VEIY fact might not ave een indication
portending the fate which WeTre ultimately LO befall Rome 5

Yet why 18 ıt that Rome has perished ın times of Christian
worship } |Let rather ask : ] Why di Rome's mother-city,
Iroy, In ame ın times of worship The gyods 1n
whom the Romans pDut their TUST, gods, entirely KRoman, uDON
whom Rome relied, eft Troy, destroyed by re, found
Rome. TIhe very vods of Rome then WeTre rst Irojan gods Iroy
went ıIn ame, an Aeneas carrıed t+he fugitive gods aWAaVYV
he rather Aed and carrıed the senseless gvods with hım For though
they could be carried by fleeing INa they themselves wWeTIe not
able LO flee Wi;ith these vVvEIYy gods AÄAeneas Came Italy with
deceitful vods he ounded Rome |t would be tecdious LO through
the remaınıng Dart of hıstory. should iıke LO mention only briefly

statemen from their O W literature. One of theiır best-known
authors 2 SaysS ollows: The founders an: earliest inhabitants
of the C1ıty of Rome, understand, wWere Irojans who under

23) Ibid {PL 38, 505
- SALLUST, De conıuratione Catilinae
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the leadership of Aeneas, wWerTIe wandering about exiles from
their COUNITrYy, without an settled abode )) They had then their
xods with them, ounded Rome ın Latium, ancl introduced there
the cult of the amne vods wh had een worshiped In Iroy ÖOne
o their OW. pDO 79} introduces Juno Sayıngz 1n her wrath agaınst
AÄAeneas an the fugitive ]I rojans: (( people hateful LO sails
the I yrrhenian SCAa, carryıng ınto Italy Llium and 1ts vanquished
gods )) that 1S, they carried their defeated gods with them LO
Italy Was this already sıgn from above, OMI ECIN; when
defeated gods were brought Italy

TIhe SCIINON close with the bishop s urgent appeal
LO his Aock LO Z1ve the example of Lrue Christian charıty by —

ceıving nto their homes the INanYy refugees who had Afed from the
horrors of the barbarian 1Nvasıons CIoOSS the Mediterranean nto
Roman Africa. By actıng with supernatural charity anı kındly
affection toward the homeless in this hour of need, St Augustine
AaASSUrcs hıs listeners, they would INne what the world
considered scandalum ) , and make mockery of the
pretensions 753

Keep joyfully the law of God, do nOotL be scandalized. We beg
beseech, and exhort you be of kınd heart, ave cCompassıon with
those wh sufter, recelıve the disheartened. In thıs OUr of eed
when yYyOoOUu SC  D INanYy who al e homeless, needy, an afflicted,
show hospitality, let VOUrFr good works abound. It
Christ’'s command that Christians should fulfıl Let the Dagans
speak 11 of their O W mistortune only

We ave goiven rather mınute analysıs of +hiıs SCTITINON because
1t not only refutes the accusatıon ıimputing LO the S x faith
the £a]] of Rome, an what seemed LO INanYy the ırreparable OVEeI -

throw of l the grandeur of the past, but also makes interesting
contribution the Christian argument by g1ving 1915 interpre-
tatıon of the ıdea of Kome. According LO St Augustine, this ıdea
1s NnOoL embodied 1n the material cCıty the Tiber built of stone
Aan: wood, which, ike al things earthly, 1S destined LO topple ın
ruıns OINe day UOffering 1 hope LO hıs fellow-citizens, he
plains that the ll of that materijal CI the urbs Roma, though

punishment of God, must NOL INnecan the approachıing en of the
orbis Romanus and the spirıtual values ıt represents. T hough ıts

IRGIL, Aeneid E 67
26) Sermo 81, 38, 506)
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end, the end of l the communıty of earth, 11 ulti-
mately CO1116 al tiıme known only LO God. he Des W
the historical horizon of his day, capable of takıng OVCT the M1S-
10n of the Roman empıre. hus ın spıte of the markedly ascetical
character of hıs arguments, the grea African looks nto the future
not only with truly Christian TUS ıIn od’s Providence, but also
with genuinely Roman belief ıIn the historical mıssıon of the
empıre.

Being pastor of souls, St Augustine W as anx1ıo0us before
anythıng else LO make hıs audience understand that the trials then
visıted uPDOIN the Roman world mMust be cen ın the 11ght of the
entire history of mMa planned by Divine Providence, and 1n
relation LO the ultimate xoal of creation. He discusses the crucıial
problem agaın ın the second half of another SCTINON delivered
owards the en of 410 :

The subject of the SCIINOINMN 15 based PasSsasec from the
Gospel of St Luke 5-13) contaınıng essons by Christ
Drayecr In chapter 28)’ the preacher ececs In the Cg for which
the child asks his tather, allegory of the virtue of hope his
g1ves him opportunıity 29) LO exhort hıs listeners LO surrender
themselves entirely into the hands of God who purposely m1ıxes
earthly happiness with SOTITOWS and troubles ıIn order LO induce

LO seek (( another happıness whose SWEEeINESS 1s NnOot decep-
t1ve ). hey should NnOL INUTIINUTC about the present afflictions an
trials, sayıng that a ]] things perish ın Christian times )) Christ
V promised the unceasıng exıistence of earthly values: ll that
He the Fternal ) , promised wWeOEeIe eternal values. It 15 the belief
ın thıs promıiıse of Christ that 311 ıft Out of his mortality
ınto ıfe everlasting.

KRousing hope In the hearts of his flock he contınues '30) The
communıty (civitas) which DaVC mater]a|l ıfe still exısts. Go
be thanked tor ıt ) @ But he 15 quick ad |$ only ıt [this COINN-

munity | would Sr W into spiritual on and, together with u

Dass ınto eternity. |f the communıty which DaVC us materija] 1fe

Sermo 105 38, 18-625) Concerning the date, SE K UNZELMANN, Die
Chronologie, 500

-< 38, 621
29) Chapter 38, 621
JO) Chapter PL, 38, 622)
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CcCases LO exıst, the communıty which DaVC spirıtual ife remaıns
1ın existence Da It 15 clear that ere the maın theme of De c1iuitate
Dei 15 anticipated. According LO St Augustine, the cıty of mMa
topple 1in rulns, there still remaıns that cC1ıty which 15 really eternal,
whose destiny C be accomplished only ın the bosom of God
though 1t has ıts beginnıngs already ın the souls of those wh
believe 5

The holy cıty, the taithful CIty, the C1ıty soJournıng earth,
has ıts foundations ın heaven. faıthful servant, do nOt spoil that
hope, do not lose charity, gird yYOUI loins, rıse, hold yOoUur lamps,
waıiıt tor the Master when he reiurns from the wedding (cf Luke
[Z. 35 } Why do VOou take fright at the ll of earthly kingdoms
For that VEeErYyY L1LECASON the Kingdom of heaven Wa  N promised to yOoUu
that VOoOUu might nOL perish with the earthly kingdoms. kor the
downtfall of the latter has een foretold, EeEVEN expressly foretold.
We cannot deny that. TIhe Lord for whom yYyou aAre waıtıng, told
you Nation 11 r1ise agaınst natıon, an kingdom agaınst king-
dom )) (Mark | 8) Larthly kingdoms AFre subject LO vicıissıtudes.
{ here 311 COINE He of whom there 18 saıd: $ His kingdom there
11 be en )) (Luke 35)

Havıng thus prepared the minds of his hearers, St Augustine
discusses the delicate subject of the fall of Rome '%2) Those wh
ave promised eternıty LO earthly embpıres, he explains, ave one
thıs In order LO Hatter. Vindicating the honor of Virgil, he gy1ves

rather ftorced interpretatiıon of z from the poet s
works. According LO hım Virgil P put the words contaınıngz the
promıse of dominion without en the Romans purposely
ınto the mouth of Jupiter, false god an deceptive prophet )) ,

thus indicatıng that ıt W as NnOL hıs O W the poet s) convıctıon, but
only compliment paıd the pride of the Romans. On the other
hand, when the pDoet CXDTESSCS hıs O W belief, he speaks ın on

breath of the [9)  C of Rome )) an of Kıngdoms doomed LO

l 3
St Augustine 1S, however, by ca prophet of [010)88

an despaır, wh 1S insensible LO the mistortunes besetting +he
Roman empıre, including the latest ancl MOSLT shocking blow, the

81) I!bid.
82) Ibid 38, 622
88) AÄAeneid @ 278
8&) Georg. I ’ 498
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fall of Rome We ave to keep ın mind that, In these SCIINONS, he
speaks rst of ll bishop wh: has the salvation of the souls
entrusted to hıs Cr mMoOst at heart. Feeling the heavy burden of
responsibility and blazing with Zzeal f01’ the household of God S  —
he C V 19} CaLrYy of calling his HAock LO PCHNAaNCcCeE and better
understanding of earthly afflictions which demonstrate the frailty
an limitations of all passıng things, and AL essons for INa LO
V1EW the OUTrS«e of human events sub spEeCIE aeterniıtatıs. Fınal
securıty, he insısts, Ca be found only In the eternal iıtfe No doubt
t+his Y1Vves LO his SCIINONS strongly ascetical character ® but he 15
fully alive to the anguilsh of hıs fellow-citizens, and trıes LO
them from their mood of despair. hus the statemen concerning
the transıtorıness of Al earthly embpıres, the Roman empıre not

excepted, 15 tollowed immediately by words of eNCOUragementT 2
Let NOL be disheartened then, brethren. T here will be

end of all earthly kingdoms. |£ the end has E OLE 110 ıt
according to the plan of Go But perhaps ıt has not yvet COINC,
and, induced by certaın want of strength, COmpassıon,
distress, wish that ıt 15 not yet aft hand Yet 11 ı. therefore,
al LO COINeEe altogether Put YOUI TUS ın God, Ca an ask for
things eternal. You are Christians, brethren. We aAIec Christians.
Not for things which o1ve pleasure the SCI1SCS did Christ COMMEC
tOo the world Let rather sufter these days of OUIS than love
them... Why do attach ourselves to thıs earth, observing that
ıt 15 up-rooted All Ca do 15 LO exhort yOoUu agaın and agaın
LO hold fast LO what VOUT mouths aAare Sayıng, ancl NSWEeT the
slanderers and blasphemers of the Christian Name the strength
of yOoUr hope Let ON through rebellious INUTINUTr divert yOoUu
from the expectatıion of the things to COINE®e.

hat the bishop s eftorts LO explain the alarming events of the
yCarLr 410 from supernatural poınt of V1IEW evoked vehement

reaction, mMa SC from the ext chapter of this SCIINON

W hat he had iıntended word of comfort, namely, that the
fall of the materja| C1ty of Rome W as but chastisement by God
an did not necessarıly INecal the en of the orbis Romanus, wWwWas

considered insult by his pponents 37)
We AI reviled and bless : havıng een maligned, entreat

(cf | Cor 12 f.) But he should nOot talk about Rome, they ave

85) AuG., Retractationes CSEL 36, 181)
86) Sermo 105, 623)
87) !bid vı 38, 624)
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saıd concerniıng would he only 2 speaking of Rome
As $ intention wWwerTI®e revile, and not rather LO intercede with
the Lord, an LO NCOUTAYE yVoOUu In whatever WaY possible. Far be
ıt from revile... Did not ave INan y brethren in Rome
[)Do not ave them still there

Anticipating thought of his De cıvitate De  i E he continues ®°) :
Do nOot dwell there T number of those wh belong

the C1ıty of Jerusalem that C1ıty which 15 but S} earth
Do they NnOL sufter there trials which AL but fleeting TIhey did
NOL lose, however, the blessings which ast for EVOCT What then
should SaAY, ıf nOL silent about Rome W hat else than that
ıt 15 false what they Sa about OUrTr Christ : that ıt 1S5 He that caused
Rome perish which gods of stone an wood protected Be
hold LO what kind of gyuardiıans these clever gentlemen ave
trusted Rome tO ouardians wh ave CVYCS, but SC not (cf Ps
134 16) ÖOr, 1 they had possessed the [9)  [ aAaAVC Rome, why
did they themselves perish before My opponent Sa that ıt Wa  CN

1n ONSCHGUCHNC of the overthrow of the gods that Rome perished.
T here remaıns the fact that they t+hemselves perished. But, they
object, ıt wWas NnOt they themselves that perished, ıt W as their
images only How then could they protect yYOoOUTr houses, ıf they
WOIC not able LO AVC their O W images

hat the overthrow of the gods o€es not ead QTaVC
misfortunes, St Augustine PDTOVCECS 27 by pomtıngz LO cıtıes ıke
Alexandria, Constantinople, and Carthage. Alexandria overturned
such gods, and remaıned YTOSPCIOUS. Carthage, ONCeEe called (( the
celestial cıty )) after the voddess Caelestis, w as destroyed ; NOW,

after acknowledging the NaTnnle of Christ, ıt stands unharmed. Con-
stantinople, ounded by Christian CEINPCIOT, QTEW ınto large
cıty and still [0) unhampered.

In the closıng chapter, St Augustine rejects the CO

ention +hat the overthrow of the gods wW as followed immediatel®
by the ll of Rome, by reminding hıs audience that, only few
ca before the capture of Rome by Alaric, Italy an Rome weTe

saved by crushing Teutonic invasıon under Radagaisus wh was

ardent devotee of the gods Ihe Passagc deserves quoting
because 1t shows that the bishop of Hippo believed ın the DOSSI1-
biılity of salvatıon of the Roman world In the graphic description
he Z1ves of +his event there ecec LO be alive OICE agaın the

88) Ibid
39) ]bid
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martial spırıt and stoutheartedness of Roman of classical
times 72

Likewise there 15 truth ıIn their contention that Rome W as

taken and Cast oOWnNn immediately atter the overthrow of the gods
his 15 absolutely untrue. Ihe ıdols wWeTre overthrown before, and

werIre the Goths under Radagaisus. Remember it,; brethren, -
member ıt |+ Was nNnOot long aQO, only few ca Recall ıt LO
yOoOUI mind. Aftfter Al the iıdols ıIn the C1ty of Rome had een OWV'

turned, Radagaisus, king of the Goths, CaIne with powerful
armı y which W as much INOTE than that of Alaric. ada-
gYalsus W as L.very day he offered sacrıfıces LO Jupiter.
L verywhere the Wa  N spread that Radagaisus er e eft the
sacrıfıcial altars. hen ll those iıdol-worshippers sa1ıd Look
do not sacrıfıce and he sacrifices : wh Ar nOot allowed LO
sacrıfıce mMUuUst submiıiıt LO defeat by OIl who offers sacrıfices.
God however, demonstrated that earthly welfare an earthly [9)  c
do nOot depend those sacrıfıces. Radagaisus W as defeated with
the help of the Lord 1n INanlner that caused amazement.

The charge that shortly afterwards Rome fell victım LO the
hords of Alaric, St Augustine Counters by pomintıng LO the tact
that the Goths were Victorıo0us ın spıte of their hostility to the
iıdols 5

hen CaInlc the Goths who did not sacrıfıce. Though with
regard LO their Christian faıth they werTrie nOoL Catholics, they WOEIC

foes of the iıdols They Came foes of the iıdols an took them
booty. After their vıctory they carrıed them oft, searching GVn

f01‘ the iıdols which had een destroyed, and for those wh st;1!
wanted LO sacrihice them after their overthrow.

St Augustine closes the SCIINON 7 Dy contrastıng the unshak-
able COUTaADEC of the Christians ın Rome and the despondency
of their fellow-citizens durıng the sack otf the CitY. Ihe
former went forth trom the urnace spotless vessels 1 because
they accepted earthly trials ftrom supernatural poılnt of 1eW.

They suffered affliction iın the earthly kingdom, but did NOL lose
the Kingdom of heaven : T ö the latter nothing has een eftt

AaTre their cofters, stil] emptier ün theır souls )» herefore,
St Augustine concludes, the argument that Pagalhıs and Christians
sufered indiscriminately during the sack of the C1ty 18 fallacious.

40) Ibid 10 38, 624
41) I!bid 30 625)
42) [bid
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] houghts similar those found ın the z SCITIINOINS analyzed
above ; @7 ür ın the SCIINONMN which the bishop of HMıppo delivered

the feast of DPeter and Paul (June Z9), 411 %° that 1S, ten
months atter the Capture of Rome by Alarıc.

In chapter 44) St Augustine rejects agaın untrue the ACCU-

satıon that Christianity W as responsible for the al of Rome. rom
the Christian polnt of vieW, he explains, there 15 but On I1SWEeEeTI

this question troubling the miınds of INa y people, namely,
that Rome fell because ıt W as the 11 of God Moreover, the
Christian should remember that God called NnOL for transıtory
happıness earth, but for eternal bliss 89l heaven. TIhe est
Nswer pPasans, he holds, 155 argument taken from their
O W history. Rome met z similar catastrophes ın times :
tor the rst tıme, the CIEy, EXCceD!L the citadel, Wa destroyed by
the Gauls the second time ıt fell victım LO the hre under Nero.

Chapter 10 45) likewise deals with accusatıon which the
bishop had already refuted 1n earlier SCTITINOIN. TIo those wh
poınt LO the fact that, ın the sack of Rome by Alaric, the Christian
ınhabitants suftered much their fellow-citizens, he
g1ves the armne NsSsSWerTr betore: [)id You forget that ıt 15 the
lot of Christians LO sufter earthly afflictions, and hope tor
eternal blessings Y ou. being agall, ave L1EGCAaASON for wailing,
because yYOoOUu ave lost VOUL earthly DOSSESS1ONS, and not yel found
the eternal ))» He aclds that the all of the C1ty did nOot happen
unexpectedly : When the world 311 2r O W old, when the end
311 approach you ave heard it- brethren, both ave heard
ıf there 11 be WAals, violent commotions, afflictions, periods
of famıne. Why do contradıict ourselves, believing when
read I, but murmurıng? when ıt LO Dass ))

Ihe SECETITINON contaıns, however, OoImIne N material for OUr

subject. ome Christians ecıun LO ave een especıially shocked
because nNnOL A the tombs of the princes of the apostles and
Man Yy martyrs could aV Rome from the barbarıan onslaught.
St Augustine s NSWEeEeTr LO these pusillanimous brethren 18 interesting

43) Sermo Biblioth C’asın. 133 401-412 Morin). Concerning the date, SC  e°

K.UNZELMANN, Die Chronologie, 449
44) 407 Morin.
‘5) 407 Morıin.
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because ıt shows agaın his efftorts LO spirıtualize the dea of
Rome 5

The body of Peter restis ın Rome, people SAaY, the body ot
Paul rests 1n Rome, the bodies of |Lawrence and other holy INaTr-

LYIS ave their resting-place 1ın Rome Yet Rome 15 1ın distress
Rome 15 aıd was Cast down, destroyed, set fire F amıine,
plague and sword help death LO hold rich harvest. W here are

the mMmoNnNumMents of the apostles ? W hat Al VOU talking about
sal Rome suftfers INanYy calamıities an where AI the -

numents of the apostles } They are there, they afIe there : yel
they are nOot ın you you wh alk and think such oolish things,
VOoOUu who thınk according the fHesh though Vou WEeIC called
cording LO the Spirit, yOoUu who Al thiıs kind of Christian. 1£ only
the mMoOoNuments of the apostles WeIC 1ın Vou |£ only YOoOu would
contemplate the apostles hen YOoUuU would SC  ' whether earthly
eternal happıness had een promised LO them... Peter s Aesh W as

perishable and you do not want that Romes stones aTre p _
rishable > The apostle Peter re1zns toge ther with the Lord his
body rests 1ın certaın place: hlS mMoOonNument wants LO 1n
vyou the love of things eternal that yOoOUu might nOot attach Vo  —-
self to the earth, but, 1ın communı0on with the apostle, thıink of
Eiternal Bliss

We aAve CCı that the immediate aım of the three SermonNs

discussed above W as twotfold. (In the OIl hand they wWelIre 1N-
tended NSWEeEeT LO the Dasgans wh attributed a the mM1S-
fortunes of the empıre, including the fall of Rome, the c
of the gods wh ha een outraged and disowned. On the other
hand they aimed at strengthening the faith of INany Christians
who havıng cherished the belief that, with the arrıval of the
Christian S, the Kingdom of God earth and ıts welfare
wWeTle safeguarded within t+he framework of the Roman empbpiıre,
began LO doubt about Divine Providence ın the face of the
mountıng barbarıan threat. St AÄugustine answers the Dagans with
arguments taken from their O W history an with quotatıons from
classical wrıters whose words still How easıly from his lıps Tlo hıs
fellow-Christians he Y1Vves comtort and advıce by reminding t+hem
of the prophetic words of oly Scripture about the transıtorıness
of thıs world and the spiritual value of earthly suffering. Hence
ıt 15 that the apologetical arguments are thoroughly permeated
with ascetical thoughts. his ascetica|l character 15 EvVEen INOTITEe PrO-

46) Chapters and (404 Morin)
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nounced 1n the SCTINON De urbis excidio 7 which iıke the SCI-

InonNnNs and 105 probably belongs the en of the yYCarlr 410
The SCIINON 15 intended 1n special manner for those to

whom the fa]l] of Rome seemed to be irreconcilable with the COIN-

CepTL of all-just God St Augustine quotes the verYyY words of
these doubters ın the QOUTSE of the SCIINON y They 5a CS  —-
cially with regard to the ruın which recently befell that grea city:
Were there not fifty Just ıIn Rome AÄmong such rea number
of Christians, NUunNsS, ascetics, sSservants and handmaıds of God
could there Nn OT be ftound fiıfty forty, thırty, LWenTLy,
CVeEe ten Just The bishop s basıc NSWEeT LO this objection 15
that, during life-time, DEISONN IMaYy be called Just according LO the
regula humana, but V according the regula divina 5 Ac-
cording LO human standards, Daniel could certainly be called
Just INa yelt he suftered captıvıty iıke ll his Countrymen and COIl-

tessed his and his people s 1Ns 2 Again, judging according LO
human standards, the ıte of holy Job ma be called blameless. And
verl he had LO undergo trials much INOTE SCVEIEC than those CXÄDEC-
rienced by Rome, and he did nOot are call himself sinless. TIo h1m
the mystery of suffering W3as cleared by £ajth thinking of the
eternal punishment awaıtıng the dyıng blasphemer of God he
considered earthly suffering trifling price LO DaYy for eternal
happıness n In the amne WaVYV there wWere certainly xood number
of Just In Kome according LO human judgment. |t W as for the sake
of those Just that Rome Wa  CN only puniıshed and NOLT destroyed
Sodom ın whose ruın nothıing W as spared, neither INa 910)8 beast,
NOr house. In the Case of KRome, however, mMany WeOEIE able LO leave
the Cıty ın tiıme, an O ar  D about LO return toO IC INanYy stayed
In the CILyV, and wWeTre not harmed ;: Man Yy sought refuge In holy
places, and remaıned unmolested. AÄAnd though others W el made
captıves eCVEen killed, the armne happened LO INanYy Just prophets
and apostles an BVn LO the Master of the prophets an:
apostles 7 |£ the Roman Christians died after suffering Man Yy
triıbulations, theiır lot W as the SAINe that of DOOT Lazarus who,

47) 715-724
48) Chapter 40, 718)
49) Ibid

715-717)50) Chapter
Gl) Chapters and 40, 718-720)
52) Chapter 40, 718)
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after death had made h1m free from want, W as borne aWaY by
angels ınto Abraham s bosom (cf |uke 16 22) ?2) TIThough the
calamıties of the sack of Rome engulfed both Just an wicked
their fate W as quıte difterent: the Just WOCIC either freed from Zl
earthly bonds LO en]Joy Eiternal Bliss their souls WEeICc made ure
an LLNLOTC valuable 1ın the hre of tribulations of the wicked, OINeEe

WeIcC carried off LO receıive st1] HMIOIE Just punishment, others SUT-

vived either to ıncrease their ouilt by continuıng LO offend God
recelive from od’s CY another opportunıity to atone for

theır 1NSs 54) Christian should, therefore, not be depressed,
when he ecs the Just suffering inJustice an tribulations 1n this
world, because ıt ( trial only, nOotLt condemnatıiıon. Moreover,
by choosing suffering direct ca of following H1m‚ Christ
DaVEC the £ul human meanıngz of suffering and added tO 1t the rich
AHavor of the divıne 55)

I here 15 hardly an doubt that, ın thiıs sSermon}n, the historical
significance of the capture of Rome by Alaric, whose MNanl 15 nNOL

ECVEeEN mentioned ONCC, has receded ınto the background. nstead of
IE: the moral-ascetical aspect of the event 15 emphasized through-
oOut | ıke the exempla taken from oly Scripture, t+he fall of
Rome SSETIVCS the preacher illustration of the instability and
t+ransıtorıness of Al things earthly, and of the Christian ascetical
doectrine about the value of suffering, the latter being interpreted
either punishment by God warnıng from H1m‚
expression of HIS ICY, all of spirıtual purification. In
this WaYy INna also understand why St Augustine could ad to

the serl1es of exempla the SLOTY about Constantinople, which has
all +he earmarks of D1OUS legend 23

In bringiıng thıs a Y close, it 11 be ProOPDCI LO —_

phasıze that objective evaluation of St Augustine s treatmen

of the dea of Rome ın these SETITINONS must proceed trom COIN-

sideration of theır veryvY nature an PUurpOo>SC. hey contaın the
thoughts of INa who, amıiıdst the mournful aspects of hıs A9C,

tried LO ralse the souls of his contemporarıes above their materijal
and moral miI1sery. Hence their striking otherworldliness which

58) Chapter 40, F7ZU
54) Chapter 40, 723
55) Ibid (PL. 40, 724)
56) Chapter (PL 40, 722)
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D LO be almost oblivious of the iımport of historical realities.
And yet ıt WOLIICI be unJust LO CCUSC the great African of being
hard-hearted and devoid of feelings for the horror an suffering
the fall of Rome an the barbarian Aa ans involved. Again and
agaın the great anguish of his soul and hlS deep sympathy for the
suffering population of the Ekternal City an the Roman empıre
manıitests itseltf ıIn the following: Tidings of dreadful
Eevents ave reached OUTr Car accounts of defteat, conflagration,
pillage, murder, OrLures It 15 true, ave heard about these
outrages. We ave deplored al of them : often ave wWEebt ;
and ave hardly een able LO console ourselves. Again stiate

do not deny that ave heard IMNManYy eports, and that Many
outrages ave een committed ın that Cıty } St Augustine s
traın of thought o€es nOot SCOD, however, at the contemplation of
earthly mI1sery. Before hıs CYCS there 15 the image of that c1ıty
which reaches beyond the socıety of the Just earth iınto the ext
world, and also COMPprIseEs the cCcCommunıon of al those ho, after

Just ıfe V God ıIn COIMNMDAaNY with the angels and awaıt the
resurrection of their bodies. TIhe stırrıng hope which the grea
Doctor of the Church held out to the troubled hearts of his COIl-

temporarıes W as the realization of the supplication of the Lord’s
prayer (( TIhy Kingdom COINe ) B
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